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Gratiot County Hope House to Open for Fourth Season
By William Meiners
Herald Staff Writer
For a place that some folks may
enter in the most trying times of
their lives, the Gratiot County
Hope House is aptly named. On
Saturday, an open house invited
the public in to see the improvements made to the facility as they
seek to become a year-round shelter in the county’s lone transitional
housing program.
Beginning November 1, the
Hope House will be back in business, offering individuals and
families a hot meal, a room for the
night, and some shared humanity.
Jake Gregory and Nathan Workman, the co-executive directors,
are preparing themselves for a
fourth season that is nothing less
than lifechanging — on many
fronts.
Each year has been a learning
experience. “It’s been like drinking from a fire hydrant,” Workman
said. “And every year holds different challenges.”
In the beginning, it was hard
enough to simply get the place up
and running. Yet the push to do so
— to offer Gratiot County’s first
shelter — was critical to their mission as men of faith. “It seemed at
the time, and has proven to be, just
a natural expression of who we
are as a church and what God was
leading us to do,” Gregory said.
As co-pastors of the St. Louis
Church of the Nazarene, the men
divide their roles, with Gregory
taking the fulltime lead on the
Hope House and Workman leading
the church. But both work together
in supporting roles. Additionally,
the hire of two parttime case workers will improve the day-to-day
operations and logistics of a facility in operation seven days a week.
Saturday’s open house also

showcased improvements to the
sleeping quarters, where now fully
insulated rooms in the cementblock building will make for a
warmer night for guests. There are
separate rooms for men, women,
and families, allowing for up to
20 people to stay overnight. And
they’ve already been fielding
calls, fully expecting a full house
on Monday.
Homelessness, which may
be news to some, can be a “hidden problem” in Gratiot County.
“You don’t largely have people
congregating in alley ways like
you would think in metropolitan
areas,” Gregory said. “A couple
years ago there was someone living in a bush outside one of the
public libraries. So they find places to kind of hide.”
Those people, whether they’re
hiding in plain sight or not, come
from all walks of life. Workman
said in three seasons of Hope
House they’ve had guests who
were young mothers with babies,
teenagers, military veterans, some
people in their seventies, and a
whole “melting pot of individuals.”
Through a 30-day program,
Gregory and his colleagues hope
to get those people back on their
feet. Both pastors agree that has to
do with restoring someone’s humanity who may be at their wit’s
end. For them, it may be an honor
to serve. “It has been an amazing
ride,” Gregory said. “The way we
have been invited into people’s
lives. In their most vulnerable
state they come to us and trust us
with their well-being.”
As part of a recovery program,
the guests are asked to work on
themselves. Sometimes, they may
not be ready for the 30-day commitment. But others, when given

Nathan Workman (left) and Jake Gregory, co-executive directors of the Gratiot County Hope House, prepare for
the fourth season of the shelter, which opens Monday, November 1. Hope House offers overnight space for up to 20
individuals a night who are experiencing homelessness.

a nudge, maybe an ounce of hope,
are able to find friendship and cultivate a community. Perhaps leading them back to community.
Much of that kinship is formed
over the shared meals. With everyone seated around a big table,
status symbols seem to fade.
Homemade meals are served buffet style, offering guests a choice
in what they eat because even that
can be empowering.
Gregory recalled a Thanksgiving meal a couple years ago at
Hope House where several of
his families broke bread. He had

his own family with kids, even a
grandmother there. There were
some folks from the sobriety court
where he works, some volunteers
from the church, and of course
volunteers from the shelter and the
overnight guests. Among the 35 to
40 people his various “families” in
life had gathered in a really wonderful moment.
For anyone who has lost a family, or maybe lost faith in themselves. Gregory and Workman see
a way to restore their humanity.
It’s something to be hopeful of
anyway.

Though hope cannot just be
magical thinking. “Real hope is
not just something we desire to
happen,” Gregory said. “Real
hope is a conviction about what
the future holds such that we begin to modify our behaviors now.
We try to embody hope and we
help people live into that. We want
this to specifically be a place for
hope.”
To learn more about donation
and volunteer opportunities at the
Gratiot County Hope House, visit
their website: www.gchopehouse.
org/home.

Gratiot Community Garden Produces Second Successful Season

Gratiot County’s Community Garden got its start in 2020 as an initiative to better connect Alma College with the town. Located at the First Presbyterian Church, the garden fosters of variety of
community activities, including last weekend’s harvest cleanup.

By William Meiners
Herald Staff Writer
On Saturday, a cleanup of Gratiot County’s Community Garden at the First Presbyterian Church in Alma marked the end of
the second season for the project. The “town
and gown” initiative seeks to better connect
Alma College with the surrounding community.

The project has its roots in 2020 when
students enrolled in the health care administration program were losing opportunities
for internships because of COVID-19. A
proposed community garden, which would
have drawn partners from local businesses,
was likewise in danger because of the pandemic.
Dale Sanders, director of the health care

administrative program and associate professor, thought there might be a solution
for lost internships, as well as a postponed
community garden. Working with several
Alma College colleagues and others, including Rex Hoyt, from the MidMichigan
District Health Department, and Linda
Bader, who helped build the St. Louis
Farmers Market, Sanders got the program

up and running.
It was not without challenges, which
included finding houses for students who
had left campus during the pandemic. Still,
four students — James Budrick-Diaz,
Mackenzie Hemmer, Shane Henry, and
Kelsey Johnson — applied green thumbs
and some elbow grease to a new endeavor.
See GARDEN page 5

Thursday, October 28, 2021

Gratiot County Herald - Page 5

meals continued from page 1
Melissa Gustavison, county volunteer and administrative coordinator
with Farm Bureau, knows it’s important to feed the farmers who feed
us all year round. “We know how many hours they put in and how hard
harvest is on them,” she said. “A lot of time they don’t even get a chance
to break for a meal as they’re racing the weather.”
The old adage “if you’ve eaten today, thank a farmer” may not come
into play every day, but it did Saturday. The Scott Allen Agency, of Ithaca, and the Stacy Ensz, of Alma, both co-sponsored the event. Eight volunteers packed up the meals and then split the deliveries throughout the
county.
The lunchtime meals surely hit the spot for the working families in
six dozen fields throughout Gratiot County. And though appreciative, as
they eyeball the calendar and consider dropping temperatures, they may
realize that there’s miles to go before they sleep.

garden continued from page 1
Sanders, in more of an advisory role, encouraged those four interns
to take ownership of the project. “Students were out there seven days a
week,” he said. “They came up with their rotation schedule, and someone
was at the garden every single day.”
They were some other growing pains in 2020. The first garden was
located in Alma at the corner of Downie Street and Pine Avenue, a spot
that had previously been a vacant lot. Since the goal was not just to grow
vegetables, Sanders encouraged his students to foster that community
outreach, including contacting places such as barbershops, a community
unto themselves.

Ashley FFA Gets Boost From Ford Motor
The Ashley FFA Chapter was awarded $1000 by the Ford Motor Company for travel expenses
to the National FFA Convention this week, October 27th - October 29th. Pictured left to right
are Gabriel Hirsch and Dillan Beebe who will be representing Ashley at the 2021 National Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana. Ashley FFA Advisor Amber McAllister said the chapter was
“overjoyed” to receive the gift

ALMA WOMAN’S CLUB IMPROVES
ART AND EDUCATION
By Linda Hoffman
AWC Correspondent
The Alma Woman’s Club continues to create art and education
events in the Gratiot County area.
A scholarship given to an Alma
High School senior helped her attend MSU this fall. AWC scholarships during the summer sent dancers to special camps. One of the
camps trained a young woman for
three weeks in New York City. Being involved in the “Mural Project”
with Keep Alma Beautiful gave delight to many members.
Luncheons with an interesting
program occur the first Monday of
each month at noon at the Elks. All
women in the Gratiot County Area
are welcome to join. Meeting people
and forming friendships is part of
the fun.
Plans for the November 1st meeting involve State Troopers with a

fearless canine. A state policeman
will speak on various topics. His
partner dog will demonstrate skills.
This dog stops criminals. Lost children can be found by the police dog.
The AWC ladies will view this exciting action, after their lovely lunch.
They will be invited to ask questions
about the trooper’s relationship in
caring for his partner dog. As an option, members may bring dog-treats
to help pet shelters in the area.
You might want to be at this Alma
Woman’s Club meeting. The cost is
ten dollars to pay for the food and
the program. It starts at noon at the
Alma Elks and usually lasts about
an hour. New friends are created in a
cheerful setting. Applications to join
AWC will be available at the luncheon.Reservations must be made in
advance by calling President Mona
Hirson at 917-539-9927.
Christmas music and joy are

planned for Monday, December
6th. A silent auction offers delightful shopping at this noon meeting.
The proceeds from the sales of this
Christmas event help fund scholarships. Delicious holiday food will,
of course, be provided. Once again,
there will be friendship and comradery. AWC always has an option to
help organizations at Christmas to
improve lives of families and children.
All the way to spring, Alma
Woman’s Club events are scheduled.
Activities to help children learn and
read will take place. An exciting
evening will focus on the “TITANIC.” A speaker will bring artifacts
for a special dinner. More details
will be forthcoming. Please join us
to make Alma a better community
with AWC’s support of education
and the arts. Call now for your lunch
reservation.

Club News
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For the 2021 program, five new interns picked up the torch from the
previous year’s foursome. Anne Armstrong, Christopher Dougherty,
Noah Hamilton, Brian Iveson, and Nicholas Schram were required to put
in 520 hours over 13 weeks. But they did so much more than that, beginning the project some two months before the spring planting. “It becomes
their own baby,” Sanders said.
With the garden moved to the First Presbyterian Church, students
concentrated on growing the program, as well. Working with advisors
throughout the college, they picked up grant writing skills. They worked
on mission and vision statements. They brought in a girl scout troop and
organized other community events.
“The students wanted the garden to be more than fresh vegetables,”
Sanders said. “They wanted it to be a place where community members
can engage, where they can have fellowship. Where old and young can
learn about healthy eating.”
In short, it’s about creating a community that’s not closed off at the
end of campus. “We’re looking at ways of linking college throughout the
community,” Sander said.
That second set of interns completed their work in early September.
Last weekend, students from the Health Administration Professional Development Organization participated in the harvest clean up, along with
other community members. With winter ahead of us, a third group of
interns will soon begin discussing their plans for a community garden.

Blending Colors
Sapphire™ 930
Weaving Memories

SAVE
HUNDREDS
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST!

The advanced SAPPHIRE™ 930 sewing machine, offers many
features to assist and guide you throughout your sewing. A large
sewing space allows you to manage really large projects, and
threads are cut by the touch of a button, with the project still in the
machine. Most settings are made by the machine itself based on
what fabric or stitch you are using. All you have to do is focus on
what you love! Sewing!

Service clubs and organizations are invited to submit

announcements of new officers, meetings and special
events for publication in
The Herald.
Notices can be emailed to
editor@gcherald.com

By harvest time in 2020, Sanders said the interns “not only did the
work in the garden to get experience they needed, but they also worked
with the Farmers Market in St. Louis, did Prescription for Health with
Rex [Hoyt], and made connections with the Health Department.”

User-friendly innovation

Installations, Repairs & Replacements:
Sewer & Water Lines
Drain Fields • Septic Tanks
Tank Risers & Filters
Septic Tank Pumping
Trenchless Sewer Replacement

- Free-motion sewing can be done with any stitch.
- A Start/Stop function makes it easy to sew with consistent speed
without using the foot control.

Exceptional capability
- Large area to the right of the needle ensures wonderful sewing ease.
- Hundreds of 7mm stitches, specialty stitches and up to five font styles.

FREE ESTIMATES
gahunt1220@gmail.com
gahuntexcavating.com

301 E. Superior St. • Alma • 989-463-3200
Check website for classes - almasewingcenter.com

