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The Last Two Senior Math Presentations

Y

ou have one more chance to attend a senior
presentation. Don’t miss it! All presentations
are given in SAC 216 starting at 4:00 with
refreshments available beforehand.
Tuesday, April 13th
4:00 Spencer Johnson: “Nonorientable Surfaces”
4:30 Kevin Payne: “Buffon’s Needle Problem”

Seniors On The Move

I

n a few short weeks our seniors will be moving
on to the next chapters of their lives, and we
thought you’d like to know a little bit about their
plans.
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Andrea Peterson will be working at Auto-Owners
Insurance this summer, and she’ll do her student
teaching in the fall.
Dan Seals plans on going to Peru and teaching at
one of the schools starting as a volunteer, hoping
that it turns into something more. If that doesn’t
work out, he’ll look for a teaching job in the
southern part of our country.
Becky Spitzley will start working as an Associate
Software Developer at Auto-Owners Insurance in
May.
Cody Stripling will be heading to Michigan State
to pursue a master’s degree in Industrial
Mathematics.
Nathan Whitford is headed to Law School.

Lacey Best-Rowden will begin a Ph.D. program in
computer science at one of the following schools:
Duke, UNC-Chapel Hill, Virginia, or M.S.U.

The faculty in the Department of Mathematics

Dave Burwell’s immediate plans are to find a job
as a programmer. In the future, he’d like to work
at the National Security Agency.

Math Competition

Charles Cook plans to take a break from school
and study for the GRE in math or physics.
Kristyn Hagen will be looking for a job.
Sam Machuta is headed to Ball State University to
pursue a master’s degree in Information and
Communication Science.
Adam Meinzinger will be trying to find a job as a
programmer.
Alex Montoye will be at Michigan State University
in the fall, starting a Ph.D. in Exercise Physiology.

and Computer Science wish you well.

T

he Lower Michigan Math Competition was
held on April 10th at Grand Valley State
University. Alma’s team consisted of Stephen
Sorensen, Ryan Spitler, and Dave Burwell.

Pi Mu Epsilon Inducts Perfect Cube

Poster Session for Math 223 - April 21st

P

ou are invited to the Math 223 poster session
held on Wednesday, April 21st, from 5 to
6:45 on the second floor of SAC. The students
have investigated a variety of famous
theorems/problems in mathematics and will be
displaying their work on posters. Come and see
their work and enjoy some refreshments.

i Mu Epsilson, the mathematics honorary
inducted eight new members in March. They
are: Zach Cresswell, Brian Hassevoort, Heath
Laugal, Mike Malloy, Matt Mansell, Garrett
Rodriguez, Chad Stripling, and Jamie Young.

Summer R.E.U.

Y

lease congratulate Matt Mansell the next time
you see him. Matt has accepted an invitation
to participate in an R.E.U. in mathematical physics
at Ohio Wesleyan University.

P

Solution to Last Puzzle of the Bi-week

Taking a Summer Course?

The following are the first letters of six words:

I

f you’re thinking about taking a mathematics or
computer science course this summer, then be
sure to complete the Approval Form for Transfer of
Credit before leaving campus. To guarantee that
the course you’ll be taking back home will transfer
back to Alma, you’ll need Dr. Molina’s signature.
Don’t wait to the last minute to take care of things.

Famous Math Teacher Passes Away

J

aime Escalante, the
charismatic former East
Los Angeles high school
teacher who taught the
nation
that
inner-city
students
could
master
subjects as demanding as
calculus, died Tuesday. He
was 79. Escalante gained
national prominence in the
aftermath of a 1982 scandal surrounding 14 of his
Garfield High School students who passed the
Advanced Placement calculus exam only to be
accused later of cheating. Escalante's battle to raise
standards at a struggling campus of working-class,
largely Mexican American students became the
subject of a movie, which turned him into the most
famous teacher in America. Escalante had a
passionate belief that all students, when properly
prepared and motivated, can succeed at
academically demanding course work, no matter
what their racial, social or economic background.
Escalante raised the standard for High School
teachers everywhere and if you would like more
information look for, “Stand and Deliver,” in the
Alma College library.

T

he following problem appeared in the Parade
magazine on December 13, 2009.

l, w, s, p, c, b.
If the sixth word is “book,” what are the first five
words? The answer is: letter, word, sentence,
paragraph, chapter, book.

Look for the Almagest Next Fall

T

his is the final issue of our newsletter for the
academic year. We hope you have enjoyed
reading the Almagest and have found it to be your
trusted source for departmental news.
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