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Introduction
Religion played a big role in Alma in 1905. Alma College and the City of Alma both had various ways of spreading religion through the community. Although there were some
differences, the campus and city communities were able to find common ground and be a united society because of the religiousness overall.

Alma College
o
o
o

The college was founded by Presbyterians. This college was built on
Presbyterian roots and it was a huge part of the school.
Prayer Week was a time designed for students, faculty, and staff to
gather and pray the first couple weeks of the year. This time was very
powerful, and the spirit manifested on the campus
The professors did a great deal in trying to bring religion into the
classroom and spread it through the campus. Many professors would
pray before classes or events.

City of Alma
o
o

o

There were churches all over the city of Alma that were various types
of religion, such as, Presbyterian, Catholic, or Baptist. Churches were
constantly being built.
Churches and Societies was a section in the Alma Record newspaper
that informed the community about events happening at the churches.
These events brought community members together whether they were
religious or not.
A sermon was included in the newspaper weekly for the public.

Fig. 1 This building became the Presbyterian Church after the Presbyterians founded the
college in 1886. This building stands today as the First Baptist Church of Alma.

Society United
o
o
o
o

The Almanian and Alma Record both had ways of spreading and sharing religion with the college and city communities.
The College campus and Community of Alma, being so tied to religion, found a common ground. This allowed the entirety of Alma to be connected by religion. Religion brought the
people in the city and college students, staff, and faculty together.
Professor Ewing, Dean of the School of Pedagogy and principle of the academic department “was above all a noble Christian man. In church work he was a leader, having been an
elder in the Presbyterian Church of Alma for years.” The college faculty played a role in the city community and on campus to spread religion and unite the two communities.
David Johnson, a student at Alma College wrote a piece for an oratorical contest. His piece discussed how religion is the main thing that unites society. You can see that in Alma,
religion does help to unite the society.
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