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Senior Math Presentations

Robotics Challenge on Thursday (3-26)

T

f you have some spare time on Thursday
morning between 10 a.m. and noon, stop by
Jones Auditorium. Our computer science faculty
and students are hosting the 6th annual Robotics
Challenge. This is a competition among high
school teams, and it’s always fun to watch. There
will be 18 teams from 9 high schools participating
in this year’s event. Stop by!

here are two more senior mathematics
presentations this term, both of which will be
given on Tuesday, March 31st. So don’t miss
your last chance to attend a good talk and to
support a classmate. All presentations will be
given in SAC 216 starting at 4:00 with
refreshments available beforehand.
Tuesday, March 31:

I

Christine Wheatley: “The Four Squares Theorem”
Cody Moore: “Phi and the Golden Ratio”
Your attendance would be greatly appreciated.

PME Inducts Six, a Perfect Number

O

n Monday, March 23rd, Alma College’s
mathematics honorary,
Pi Mu Epsilon,
inducted six new members into its fold. David
Burwell, Ben Kosal, Brittany Law, Sam Machuta,
Rebecca Spitzley, and Ryan Spitler all enjoyed a
great dinner and stimulating conversation in the
Heather Room.

Juniors: There’s Still Time to Do an REU

G

eorge Mason University (in Fairfax, VA) is
hosting a multidisciplinary summer R.E.U.
that focuses on computational mathematics and
nonlinear dynamics of biological, bio-inspired and
engineering systems. The program runs from June
1st to July 31st, offers a stipend of $3,375, provides
a travel allowance of $550, and comes with free
housing and dining. The goal of the program is to
encourage students to learn by discovery and
enhance their understanding of the role of
mathematics in engineering, science, and medicine.
The application deadline is April 10th.

Senior Dinner on Monday, March 30th

O

ur annual dinner for senior mathematics and
computer science majors will be held on
Monday, March 30th at 5:30 in the Heather Room.
Our dinner has always been a fun event with lots of
good food, laughter, and reminiscing. So, please
make sure you attend. If you’ve not yet responded
to the invitation sent to you, please contact Deb
Smith by Friday, March 27th.

Seniors: Let Us Know of Your Plans

Puzzle of the bi-week

W

A

e would like to know what you plan to be
doing after you graduate. Have you found a
job? Are you looking for a job? Do you plan on
attending graduate school?
Whatever you’re
doing, we’d like to know so that we can mention it
in the last issue of the Almagest. So, when you
find out what you’ll be doing, please send an email to Professor Sipka or just stop by his office.
Thanks.

Born around this date

P

aul Erdös was born on March 26, 1913 and
died in 1996. He posed and solved problems in
number theory, graph theory, and
other areas. Erdös founded the
field of discrete mathematics. At
a very young age it was apparent
that he was a mathematical
prodigy because he could
multiply three, three digit
numbers in his head. He was a
very unique man, as he would pose a question to
the mathematical community and offer cash for
someone who could solve it. He was always trying
to increase the number of proven truths. He was
also very unique in that money and women were
not important to him in the least bit. He was
awarded the $50,000 Wolf prize and quickly gave
all but $720 away. Friends have honored him by
creating the Erdös number, which is a way of
describing the “collaborative distance” between a
person and Erdös. Mathematicians who have
written a paper with Erdös have an Erdös number
of one. Those who have written a paper with
someone having an Erdös number of one are given
an Erdös of two, and in general those who have
written a paper with someone having an Erdös
number of k are given an Erdös number of k+1.
Paul Erdös was a truly selfless mathematical
prophet of the jet age.

Math Humor
"Black holes are where God divided by zero." -Steven Wright

census-taker knocks on a door
and asks the woman inside how
many children she has and how old
they are.
"I have three daughters, their ages are integers,
and the product of the ages is 36," says the mother.
"That's not enough information," responds the
census-taker.
"I'd tell you the sum of their ages, but you'd still be
stumped."
"I wish you'd tell me something more."
"Okay, my oldest daughter Annie likes dogs."
What are the ages of the three daughters?

Mathematics Handbook

I

f you think there’s a chance that you might
major in mathematics, then be sure to pick up a
copy of our new handbook for math majors. This
eight-page document contains lots of information
that will be helpful to anyone pursuing a major
(and career) in mathematics. To get a copy, just
stop by Deb Smith’s office (SAC 224).
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