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Math Colloquium

MATH Challenge

T

roblem-solvers: Your department needs you!
You are invited to participate in the 17th annual
MATH Challenge, held on Saturday, November
5th. The MATH Challenge is a 3-hour exam
consisting of ten interesting problems. Teams
consist of 2 or 3 students, and you’ll take the exam
from 9:30 to 12:30. Before the exam, you’ll have a
hearty breakfast. If you’re interested, please
contact Professor Sipka.
By the way, all
participants will receive a cool t-shirt.

owers Watson is a leading global professional
services company that helps organizations
improve performance through effective people, risk
and financial management. Kelsee Krull, a 2007
Alma College alumna, will discuss her role as a
health and group benefits actuarial analyst at
Towers Watson. She will give an overview of the
profession, including background on health plans,
examples of consulting projects, and information
for students interested in pursuing this career path.
Please come and learn more about this interesting
and rewarding career.

P

“Mathematics and Actuarial Consulting”
Presenter:
Date:
Time:
Place:

Kelsee Krull
Monday, October 3rd
4:00
SAC 216

Refreshments at 3:50.

Math Help Center Open for Business

W

here can I go
when I’m struggling with a math
problem?
Try the
Math Help Center.
It’s a walk-in clinic for
anyone wrestling with
math problems. Just show up in SAC 216, and a
capable math tutor will assist you. The hours are:

Monday through Thursday: 7-10 pm

SAC 216

Here’s the group that participated in last year’s
MATH Challenge.

Department Bulletin Board

W

hen you get a chance, take a look at the
Math & C.S. department’s bulletin board
across the hall from SAC 216. It provides you with
a good overview of the variety of activities that
take place throughout the year. You’ll also find
fliers advertising special events, conferences, and
career opportunities. Take a look!

Math for America

Problem of the Bi-Week

A

W

re you interested in teaching middle-school or
high-school math? Then you might want to
consider the Math for America teacher fellowship
program. Here’s a quick overview:
It’s a five-year fellowship program where
you’ll live in NYC, LA, San Diego, Salt Lake
City, DC, or Boston. The first year is spent fulltime at a university (Columbia, NYU, or Bard
College in NY) earning a masters in secondary
math education; the next four years are spent
teaching in that city.
• You’ll receive a full scholarship and living
stipends for all five years.
• You’ll have a large network of support, career
development meetings, help with job placement, etc.
•

For more information, visit the Math for America
website: http://www.mathforamerica.org/home.

hat is the missing number?
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A small prize will be awarded to the FIRST student
who provides a correct solution. See Prof. Sipka.
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short article, please send it via e-mail to Tim
Sipka (sipka@alma.edu).

Solution to Previous Puzzle

W

hich of the following designs is the odd one
out?

C
A
B

D

E

Several answers were submitted that made sense,
but here’s the one I was expecting. In figures A
and E the large and small squares are reversed.
Likewise, in figures C and D the large and small
squares are reversed. Figure B is the odd one out
because it has no such mate.

