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Message from the Chair
Dear alumni and friends,
I imagine as Scots we navigated the last year with grace, a
heart of service, self-driven leadership, and great aspirations
for the future. Like you, here on campus we are learning
from today's life lessons and engaged in continuous program
improvement. Did you hear that our program earned the
Frank Murray award for leadership in continuous
improvement? You can read more about it here. Alma's
teacher education program was the only one recognized in
Michigan and was one of the fewer than 10% of programs
recognized nationwide. It is a good day to be a Scot!
As we look forward, we are excited about the new
elementary certification program that will start this Fall to
meet the state's new certification bands. We have created an
efficient program for our teaching graduates to be certified
to teach multiple grade bands. Please continue
recommending students, family, and friends to our program.
Continue reading this newsletter to learn about how we are
using your monetary gifts designated to the Education
Department, work by fellow alumni, faculty engagement,
and more.
The sun will shine, the weather will warm up. Be well.
Dr. Jessie Store
Department Chair
storejc@alma.edu

Faculty Activities
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&agent.uid=1135374063778

Alumni Giving
We want to give a
special thank you to
Delilah (Hall)
Beaumont '65, Ruth
(Lirones) Bloing '86,
William Westerhof '81,
Lynn (Fraser) Lemin
'75, Jonathan Parlow
'84, and Dr. James Brian
and Linda Hancock for
their donations to the
Alma College
Education Department.
This year's donations
will be used to purchase
Michigan Test for
Teacher Certification
vouchers which will be
given to students based
on their financial need.
Many students struggle
to pay for the
certification tests which
are currently priced at
$129 per subject. Your
gifts are helping our
current students, thus
helping their future
students as you help to
address the teacher
shortage crisis that our
nation is facing.
Gifts to the Education
Department can made
online at any time.
www.alma.edu/giving
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In January Dr. Peggy Thelen served as a panelist to discuss
advocacy actions needed to promote early childhood
education in Michigan. Participants from across Michigan
previewed Starting at Zero: Reimagining Education in
America and Dr. Thelen, alongside other invited panelists,
presented reactions, comments, and actionable strategies.
Next steps include further collaboration among state and
local agencies and advocacy groups.
Look out for a paper co-authored by Dr. Store and alumni
Jennifer Davis, Katherine Krauss, and Jessica Drife (Bunge)
that will be published soon in an open-access journal: Store,
J. C., Davis, J. Krauss, K., Drife, J. (2020, in press).
Addressing misconceptions in statistical reasoning using
CODAP: Sampling concepts. Illinois Mathematics
Teachers.
In the spring Dr. Peggy Yates will present a series of talks
about her work on Teacher-Guided Professional
Development for the Paraeducator, and Paraeducator to
Teacher Pathways: Creative Solutions to Alleviate Teacher
Shortages, at the International Council for Exceptional
Children Conference-CEC 2021-Live.

Teaching During COVID-19
Alma College students, faculty, and staff returned to campus
last fall facing uncertainty due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Classes were offered in socially distant face-to-face, hy-flex,
or online formats, and masks were mandated on campus.
Our student teachers and placement students worked with
school districts to navigate format changes on what seemed
like a daily basis, and thanks to our creative and resilient
school partners we were able to still provide our students
with authentic teaching and learning experiences despite
ongoing challenges.
For example, Dr. Peggy Yates's EDC 355 students mentored
ten of Mrs. Nicole Green's Pine Avenue Elementary students
for ten weeks using a virtual classroom. This experience
afforded Alma College students opportunities to conduct
one-on-one instruction, during which Dr. Yates was able to
observe and provide real-time feedback. According to Dr.
Yates, this clinical experience taught her how to actively
coach her pre-service teachers during a lesson while at the
same time provide a much needed service to local students.
Relatedly, Dr. Jessie Store's MTH 202 and EDC 262
students supported students in the second through fifth grade
from across Michigan through Math Enrichment Club.
Sessions for each grade level were held multiple times per
week online and were free to all students.

Alumni Spotlight
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&agent.uid=1135374063778

Just type Education
Department in the
specific designation
line.
Future Teacher
Scholarship
In the spring of 2020 we
were happy to award 12
competitive $1,500
scholarships to
prospective students who
intend to pursue teacher
certification in a shortage
area (e.g., mathematics,
science, and special
education) or who are
members of
underrepresented groups
in the current teaching
workforce. Of those 12
awardees, 10 enrolled this
fall. Please continue to
recommend Alma College
to students considering a
career in education, share
those students' names with
the college through
the Refer-AScot program and then
encourage them to apply
for the Future Teacher
Scholarship if it is a good
fit!

We Want to Hear
From You
Do you know an Alma
College Education
Department graduate
you feel should be
highlighted in our
newsletter?
Do you have a new
teaching/education
position (or other good
news!) we can share
with our alumni
community?
Will you be on campus
in the coming weeks or
months?
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Throughout my life I have experienced
many challenges and hardships, yet I am
grateful for these experiences because
they have helped me make some of my
students' journeys smoother.
For me, the transition from student to
teacher has been an exhilarating
adventure. Shortly after leaving the
classroom to become the Behavior Strategist at William C.
Abney Academy, I began pursuing my master's degree in
Education Administration at Michigan State University, and
I am looking forward to starting my doctoral degree in
Education Policy this fall.
Mikel Williams
'16

I sincerely appreciate everyone who has impacted me
throughout my journey, and I hope I am able to similarly
impact the next generation of students to the same extent
that Alma College Education Department has impacted me.
Thank you for your time, and I wish everyone nothing but
the best during these challenging circumstances.
Sincerely,
Mikel Williams

Faculty/Staff Spotlight
Dr. Nicky Findley
How time flies....
I have been in a reflective mood as the calendar turned to
2021, especially as I began this Alma
College phase of my teaching life in
August of 2001, another difficult time. I
can hardly believe it's been that long! As a
teacher, one of the most rewarding things
has always been what I can learn from my
students, no matter the age of my students.
Dr. Nicky
It is so wonderful now to work alongside
Findley
former students who have become great
mentors for our current students, who advise our program,
and who teach some of our classes. That has perhaps never
been more true than it is now. I am impressed and humbled
by all that our partner teachers, alums included, are doing in
the current situation. I know our students are very well
served by you and will be ready to go into whatever awaits
them as well-prepared beginning teachers with a knowledge
beyond anything I could give them. Thank you. I look
forward to learning more from you all!

Feel free to e-mail Dr.
Brian Hancock,
hancockb@alma.edu,
or Dr. Jessie Store,
storejc@alma.edu- we
want to hear from you!
Fun Facts!
Do you think you know
which two people these
fun facts pertain to? If
so, e-mail Dr. Peggy
Thelen,
thelen@alma.edu, with
your guesses! All
entries received by
March 15 will be
entered into a drawing
for Alma College
Education Department
swag, and we'll
announce the winner in
the next newsletter!
Person #1: I milked
cows on our farm from
age 8 to age 18...who
am I?
Person #2: I grew up in
a funeral home...who
am I?
In our September
newsletter, Virginia
Blandford studied
abroad in Ecuador and
Mexico, and Dr. Jessie
Store sang in the choir
for twelve years!
Scots on Social Media
AC Education
Facebook

Alma College Links

Nicky Findley
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&agent.uid=1135374063778
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