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ON THE COVER

MISSION

Jeff Abernathy’s bicycle stands outside of the Reid-Knox
Administration Building. For students, faculty and staff,
it has become a well-known fixture on campus during
his 10 years as president.

Alma College’s mission is to prepare graduates
who think critically, serve generously, lead
purposefully and live responsibly as stewards of
the world they bequeath to future generations.
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The day before students moved home and the college shifted to
remote instruction, the Alma College Choir gave an impromptu
concert on the library steps — including a moving performance of
"Loch Lomond." Read more about how students brought closure
to their semester in the face of the growing pandemic on page 14.

The Tartan is published for
alumni, parents, students and
other friends of Alma College.
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BRING THE
TARTAN TO LIFE
Use your cell phone
camera to scan this
QR code. When you
do, you’ll be taken to
The Tartan’s newly
revamped website.
There, you can watch
web-exclusive video
and read articles
about Alma College
that we just couldn’t
fit in this edition.
For more info, visit
alma.edu/tartan.
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JEFF ABERNATHY
REFLECTS ON
10 YEARS AS
ALMA COLLEGE
PRESIDENT
In a Q&A session with
the Tartan, Jeff Abernathy
looks back on a decade
of difficult challenges and
unprecedented growth.

1918 VS. 2020:
PARALLELS OF
A PANDEMIC
History professor Kristin
Olbertson explores how
the 1918 flu pandemic, or
Spanish flu, affected Alma
College students, revealing
striking similarities and
fascinating differences to
the modern day.

ALUMNI FIGHT
COVID-19
Scots across America
are among the number
of physicians, nurses,
researchers and volunteers
serving the public during
the pandemic.

COVID-19 may have taken
Scots away from the field
of play, but it couldn’t
keep athletes and coaches
too distanced from their
communities.

AWARD-WINNING
WRITER HIRED TO
LEAD MFA PROGRAM
Sophfronia Scott has been
hired to lead the Master of
Fine Arts in creative writing
program, Alma’s first-ever
graduate degree.

TELLING THE ‘TRUTH
IN MANY TONGUES’
A book published by
historian and Alma
College professor Daniel
Wasserman-Soler explores
the 16th-century Spanish
Empire.

What’s Inside: Fall 2020

DESPITE PANDEMIC,
ALMA COLLEGE
ATHLETES COME
TOGETHER FOR
COMMUNITIES
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Letter from the

PRESIDENT
abernathyj@alma.edu
alma.edu/offices/president
(989) 463-7146
almacollegepres
almapresident
@jeffabernathy

Rising
to meet
a new
challenge

I’m writing to you during a period of great uncertainty. The COVID-19
pandemic has taken so much from so many and has taken a toll on
us all. Although it may be long into the future before we know the
entirety of the virus’ impact on our world, each of us have been impacted by it in some way, and Alma College is no exception.
Our world is vastly different than it was before the pandemic started.
We see it evolving right before our eyes, noticeable on a daily basis.
In a matter of days during the winter semester, the college had to shift
from its core in-person residential learning experience to remotely
offering all courses. Still, in true Alma fashion, we came together as a
community to honor our students and our most cherished traditions.
On that last day of in-person classes, bagpipes played throughout
campus, “Loch Lomond” echoed in McIntyre Mall, seniors shared
their last performances, and we honored students who would return
to campus next as alumni, rather than students. In that moment so
much changed, but so much also stayed the same, as our community
faced this changing world together, supporting one another.

“Now more than ever,
we’ve proven to be critical
thinkers, taking proactive
and creative measures to
ensure the health, safety
and welfare of everyone on
campus.” — Jeff Abernathy

That support has continued through the months that
followed. Although members of our community,
and the college as a whole, still face challenges and
hardships that we did not expect, we have much
to be grateful for during this time. We honored our
graduates, although not in person as we would have
hoped, we saw an outpouring of philanthropic support from alumni and friends of the college, and the
campus community banded together to support our
recruitment and retention efforts. The Alma family,
although apart, continued to work together in meaningful ways.
Now in the fall semester, we are preparing for a new
reality. Students have returned to campus with a set
of words in their daily vocabulary they just didn’t
have before: social distancing, quarantine, personal
protective equipment and more. This year’s class of
2020 is entering the job market at a time of stunningly
high unemployment worldwide, the long-term effects
of which still wait to be seen.
But despite all those changes, Alma College remains,
and it will remain for many years to come. We have
come to embody our mission statement in ways we
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never could have imagined and in doing so, become
more viable than ever in the communities we live in.
There are countless examples of the purposeful ways
Scots are leading in their communities across the
globe in this challenging time. Alma College graduates
have found their places in the world in laboratories,
emergency rooms, schools, community organizations,
and so much more. This magazine features a number of them; including an epidemiologist working at
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, an
emergency room physician in Washington state and a
nurse in the Metro Detroit area.
Alma College students, staff
and faculty have served generously in a number of ways
at a time in which their communities have needed them
most. In this edition, you’ll
also learn about studentathletes donating their time
in various ways — through
volunteering at a local food
bank, writing letters to people living in nursing homes
and tutoring students online.
Now more than ever, we’ve proven to be critical thinkers, taking proactive and creative measures to ensure
the health, safety and welfare of everyone on campus. Every step of the way, we’ve consulted with the
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
and the Mid-Michigan District Health Department to
formulate best practices for being on campus. We
believe that while we can’t eliminate the risk of
COVID-19, we will do all we can to mitigate it.
I have personally dealt with the same emotions that
I’m sure you have dealt with during this time — fear,
anxiety and confusion. But I’ve also felt an incredible sense of pride. I’m proud of being able to work
alongside a group of faculty who are incredibly talented and intelligent, along with being nimble. I’m
proud of leading a college staff who are incredibly
versatile and compassionate, along with being
hardworking. I am proud to see our empathetic
and understanding students persevere through
unexpected change and challenges.
The pandemic has changed us all, in ways we
might not understand for some time to come;
however, with change can come growth
and opportunity. As we continue to face
difficult times now and in the future, I
know that we can rise to the challenge,
because that is what Scots do. ❖
— JEFF ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT
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10 YEARS

&

CHANGE:

Jeff Abernathy

reflects on a decade
as president of

Alma College

W

ith only 13 presidents in its 134-year history, it’s
safe to say those in the top leadership role at Alma
College are known for their longevity.

Jeff Abernathy is no exception. Since joining Alma College
in 2010, following six years spent at Augustana College
in Illinois, Abernathy has provided a stable foundation of
guidance at Alma, through periods of both unprecedented
growth as well as tumult throughout the world.

Thanks in part to a strong sense of partnership with the
City of Alma and other stakeholders, Alma College has
increased its footprint like never before under Abernathy’s
tenure. The renovated Opera House in downtown Alma,
the home of a new generation of Scots and retail businesses that serve the local area, is a testament to the sense
of community Abernathy spoke of revitalizing during his
inaugural address at the turn of the decade.
Abernathy has seen hundreds of graduates march across
the stage and into the professional world over the course of
10 years at Alma — classes representing a more culturally,
racially and spiritually diverse mix than ever before in the
history of the college. So too the offerings of both the athletic and academic departments have grown dramatically
as well during Abernathy’s tenure, with new majors for students to choose from and more sports for athletes to play.
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To be clear, it hasn’t been easy. Abernathy came to his current role on the heels of the Great Recession, a period of
great economic challenges across the globe that threatened
a great many higher learning institutions like Alma College at
the time. At the time of this publication, he was in the midst
of overseeing the college’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic — an unusual historic event that is forcing a number of
changes to everyday operations at Alma College.
However, Abernathy says,
from periods of great
challenge come great
opportunity. As he looks
back on 10 years at the
college, through all the
highs and lows, he’s not
focused on what could
have happened or what
has happened, but rather,
what could be. He’s eager
to continue building on
the foundation he has
developed over the past
decade. And we’re looking
forward to seeing what
comes next.

“We can’t be the college we’ve always
been. We have to recognize that society
has changed and we have to change with
it, even as we maintain our values.”

are your earliest memories of Alma
Q: What
College? What made it intriguing for you
from the outset?

A:

I’m a small-town guy — I’ve lived in small towns most
of my adult life — so I was immediately charmed by the
town. I remember thinking, “What a beautiful downtown,” and started thinking about the things we could
do with it. They were very positive impressions.
Then I started thinking about the tradition of this place,
its commitment to elite education for students of many
backgrounds. When it came time to make a decision,
there was no question for me. It was a perfect match of
my values with those of the college.

Something interesting that has
developed over my time here is the
improved relationship between this campus
and the community of Alma. Quite frankly, when I came
on board, that was not initially identified as one of the major goals I wanted to work toward. But within a matter of
months, we saw the terrible fire at the opera house. Over
time, that has developed into a key focus for Alma College,
but also a point of pride for the city.

were your goals when you began at
Q: What
Alma College? Did your vision hold true?

A:

When I look back at the strategic plans we’ve developed — the first, second and now the third — I think
about our need to swagger more than we have in the
past. I’ve said it before, but I think it still holds true
today: it’s not in our DNA to brag about ourselves, but
we need to be willing to tell the great story of Alma
College. I think we’ve made some strides in that department, but we still have a ways to go.
Along those lines, I’ve talked about the need to broaden
our brand awareness, to reach out to students farther
afield. In 2010, our student body was 95 percent in-state.
We still have about 88 percent of our students coming
from Michigan, and we’d like to continue reaching out
to broader communities, because that helps spread the
word of Alma College.
I’ve talked about growing majors that are a match for
today’s students and being willing to grow athletics as
well. Growth is always the goal. I still believe we can
achieve it, but we need to think about it differently than
we have in the past. We’re committed to keeping the
values we’ve always held, yet, being willing to be a
college different than we’ve ever been.
Our nursing major is a good example of that. It was a
challenge to introduce it, in some ways, but we demonstrated the need for liberal arts students to go out and
become leaders in the field. Today, it’s one of the most
popular majors on campus.

It points to the importance of a local relationship. An Alma
College education can take you all over the globe, but it
starts in Alma. We don’t live in a bubble — we have an
obligation to be partners with our neighbors here and to
improve the community at-large, as well as the college.

have the college’s academic offerings
Q: How
evolved in your time here? Is there a theme to
these changes? How have modes of learning
changed?

A:

I do think there are themes to what we’ve done the past 10
years, as far as programs. One of them is that we’re asking
whether these programs are meeting the needs of society
today. When I joined Alma in 2010, we had not had a new
major in 17 years. We hadn’t added a new sport in 25 years.
We said, “We can’t be the college we’ve always been. We
have to recognize that society has changed and we have to
change with it, even as we maintain our values.”
So, we brought in pre-professional programs like nursing,
engineering and new media studies. All of these are great
programs for a liberal arts college, where you can blend
a liberal arts education with career skills required by new
economies. Professionals entering these fields need a liberal arts education. They will be better leaders as a result.
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We’ve also created interdisciplinary learning. New media studies
is a great example of that — it’s
communication, art, computer
science and more. It brings faculty
together. Faculty should never be
in silos, working alone. It’s just not
how the world works today. We
need to create programs that draw
faculty together, and likewise,
show our students how the world
works when they leave the college.

More importantly, they have also
stepped up in what we call generative leadership. They don’t just
rubber-stamp things the administration wants to do. They roll up
their sleeves, work with us on the
strategies necessary for our success
and help us solve the hard problems
before us. As an example, there was
a period over the past 10 years in
which we didn’t have a chief financial officer on staff. The board at that
time enabled us to secure a grant
from the United States Department
of Agriculture that has revitalized
our campus. That happened because of our board members.

We’ve experimented with remote
learning. I think what we’re seeing
with the COVID-19 crisis is that all
of our faculty can deliver classes
online. It is a learning experience
that can be applied to the future
for us. Perhaps a lecture can be
delivered more effectively in a
virtual environment, leaving us
time in the classroom for handson learning that is the hallmark
of an Alma education. We don’t
know that for sure, but this crisis is
giving us an opportunity to experiment with it.

Q:

Q:

What has your relationship with the college
board of trustees been like
since you started here?

A:

A:

The board work is key to me.
Some of my most important work
here has been in that realm. We’ve
always had great boards in our
history but what has happened in
the past 10 years has been transformative. For example, their spirit
of philanthropy has been incredible. We’ve had several $1 million
gifts from board members alone,
which has been critical in helping
us reach the goals of our current
fundraising campaign. They have
stepped up in a big way.
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There have been a number
of renovations and new
construction projects over
the past 10 years. What are
your personal highlights?
Why is it important to continue growing the college
and how does that impact
the community?
I think it’s critical we invest in our
campus and recognize we’re going
to be here for many generations to
come. We can’t just let our buildings crumble, and we haven’t. This
period of investment in our college
has been enormous — we’ve transformed the campus.
It’s critical for the broader community as well. We don’t just need
to send our students out into the
community, we need to bring the
community here. If you’ll notice,
many buildings on campus were
developed as others around the
country were in the 1950s and ’60s:
facing the inside of campus, like
we were navel-gazing. That’s why
we’re in the process of rebuilding
our library into a glass structure
that people can see inside of, so it’s
essentially a beacon to Alma and
the rest of the world.

We’ve also had some tremendous
successes with reaching out into
the community through the Wright
Leppien Opera House project,
the Starbucks and bookstore, the
apartments on Wright Avenue and
other buildings.
I’m also very excited for our plans
to bring Dunning Memorial Chapel
into the 21st century. Funding for
that project is still ongoing, but
when it’s completed, I believe the
results will be magnificent. I’ve
talked since I got here about the
importance of helping students in
their spiritual formation, whether
they are of faith or not. I think
when the chapel project is completed, it will become a valuable
and distinctive instrument of spiritual life on campus.
Of course, none of this would be
possible without the work of our
advancement team, the amazing
fundraising campaign they have
taken on and the wonderful donors who have contributed to it.
Our current campaign aims to
raise $120 million by the middle
of 2021 to modernize facilities, as
well as to enhance the institution’s
endowment and strengthen our
programs. It’s easily the most ambitious effort in the history of our
campus, and I think we won’t only
meet, but we’ll exceed that goal.

it remains to
Q: Although
be seen just how much

an impact COVID-19 will
have on our campus and
world long-term, the pandemic has already been
one of the most consequential events of your
presidency. How has
Alma responded?

A:

what milestones
Q: Overall,
would you say you’re
most proud of over your
10 years at the college?

A:

I’m heartened and gratified and
humbled by the response of this
community. The faculty turned
ship on a dime and we became
a remote learning institution. We
never would have envisioned
that or sought it, but it was thrust
upon us, and our faculty responded in a wonderful way, led
by our IT staff.
Our students responded in kind.
For seniors, it meant their graduations were postponed, and they
turned out in big numbers, while
showing incredible spirit, for the
virtual commencement event.
Students living on campus were
forced to move out quickly, and
they did so in a very responsible
manner. Sports were canceled,
projects and performances were
moved online, and everyone
involved handled it with aplomb.
It was remarkable.
Across the campus, everyone
has pitched in. There were
many nights, working until
3 a.m. some of the time, to get
our response right. I think we’ve
reacted in a way that keeps the
community together and recognizes that we’re all going to have
to share burdens. If we do so,
we’ll find ourselves thriving.

I’m incredibly proud of our efforts
to embrace diversity over the past
10 years. We have worked hard
to reach out to underserved and
underrepresented areas of our
state and country in recruiting
students to come to Alma College.
One example of how we’ve shown
that is through the Campbell
Scholars program, which is open
to students who self-identify as a
student of color. In embracing our
diversity, we’ve learned a lot about
ourselves that we would not have
realized otherwise — obviously,
that’s a huge benefit to the entire
college community.
One of the things we’ve learned is
that our efforts at racial equality
to date have not been enough.
We need to work together, as a
community, to ensure that our
campus is not just diverse, but also
inclusive. Moving forward, it is our
responsibility to listen and learn
with intent, educate others, and
live by the standard exhibited by
those seeking peace and justice.

skateboarding across campus,
in the case of my son, or going
for bike rides, in the case of my
daughter. They are my priority, always and forever. Seeing
them grow as we’ve grown the
campus has kind of melded my
personal and professional lives.
My wife Courtney and I were
married two years ago. It’s
my great, profound joy to
have found her. I’m very, very
fortunate.

are a number of
Q: There
staff, faculty and alum-

ni at Alma College who
have been involved for
many years. How have
they specifically helped
you as a president?

you care to share
Q: Would
any personal-life high-

lights that have taken
place over the past 10
years? How have those
experiences changed the
way you view the Alma
College community and
the world?

A:

My children have largely grown up
on this campus. My son, Rohan, is
preparing to go off to college and
my daughter, Maren, is 11 now.
I’ve always seen this work through
their eyes — which is often

A:

We have people who have been
working here four decades and
longer — who have dedicated
their lives to Alma College,
across many different presidents.
Truly, they have made this place
what it is and I’m so grateful for
all they do. Quite frankly, they
help the college punch above
its weight class, and I knew that
back before I came here. ❖

— TIM RATH
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By the numbers
Jeff Abernathy’s 10

Years at Alma College

Many positive changes have taken place under Jeff Abernathy’s
leadership, and with the collaboration and work of many —
faculty, staff, families, community members, donors and,
of course, students. We take a closer look at just how
much the college has grown in 10 years.

4 NEW

8
NEW
SPORTS

bowling, men’s
lacrosse, women’s
lacrosse, competitive cheer, wrestling,
Esports, dance and
Spirit Squad

28
ACE
SCHOLARS

The Alma College
Community Engagement
(ACE) Scholarship
Program launched in
2018 and rewards Gratiot
County students for their
active volunteer service and involvement in
their schools and local
communities

12

PRE-PROFESSIONAL
PROGRAMS

17,655

SQUARE FEET of

public and retail space
created in downtown Alma

teaching, pre-sports medicine, military
science/ROTC, pre-pharmacy

13% increase

in the number of

MINORITY STUDENTS*
nonresident aliens, Hispanic/Latino,
Black, American Indian or Alaska
native, Asian, two or more races, and
race and/or ethnicity unknown seeking
degrees at Alma College

21

MAJORS
ADDED

accounting, anthropology,
dance, educational studies,
elementary education/math,
elementary education/language
arts, elementary education/social
studies, elementary education/
special education, environmental studies,
finance, healthcare administration, integrative physiology and health science,
management, marketing, neuroscience,
new media studies, nursing, physics/environmental physics, physics/engineering
science, professional accounting, theatre

RESIDENCE HALL
ROOMS RENOVATED
Gelston, Newberry, Mitchell
and Bruske halls

increase
%
18 in the number of
DEGREES AWARDED
at Alma College*

The total number of undergraduates remained exactly the same
during that time span — 1,422

* from 2010-11 to 2019-20

Caps, Gowns —
and Computers
AT VIRTUAL COMMENCEMENT,
MANY STUDENTS CELEBRATED
WITH FAMILY WATCH PARTIES.

Alma College held a
virtual commencement
celebration on May 21
in honor of students who
would have been at the
in-person ceremony at
the end of the winter
2020 semester.
The online event was livestreamed
on the college’s Facebook page.
More than 700 people tuned in to
watch individual recognition for
each student, a commencement
address from President Jeff
Abernathy and remarks
from 2020 Barlow Trophy
recipient Asiel Clark, among
others. Will Nichols, the
conductor of the Alma
College Choirs, sang the
alma mater. A number of
participants shared photos
of their watch party and
themselves wearing Alma
gear.
The college previously
announced it would
postpone its annual inperson commencement,
originally scheduled
for April 18, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The in-person event
will be rescheduled in
the future, following
guidance from
healthcare officials. ❖❖

— TIM RATH
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AS THE COLLEGE QUICKLY SHIFTED TO REMOTE INSTRUCTION, STUDENTS
WORKED TOGETHER TO ENSURE A MEMORABLE SENDOFF FOR SENIORS.

Plaid pulls

together

A

t midnight on March 12, 2020, Alma College announced that all
in-person classes would move online in response to the escalating coronavirus pandemic.

Athletics and extracurricular events were canceled, students began
to pack their belongings for home, and faculty and staff mobilized to
support students through this unprecedented experience.
Something else happened, too. Within 24 hours, Alma students had
organized moments throughout campus for graduating seniors to
shine, and to find some closure on their Alma experience.
"It was a great, meaningful day, one that I was proud to be part of,"
said Andrew Pomerville, the chaplain and director of spiritual life at
Alma College. "I give students, faculty and staff a lot of credit. For a
lot of us, it was a time of sadness and anger, but we came together
in a truly memorable way."
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For his part, Pomerville said, students were given an
opportunity to gather at Dunning Memorial Chapel to
speak their minds and work toward healing. As some
came forward to give snapshots about their time at
Alma College, Pomerville, a graduate with the Class
of 2001, offered biblical readings. It was a scene,
he said, that was somewhat reminiscent of another
unexpected and tragic event in American history.
"I was a student here during 9/11," Pomerville recalled. "There were similar spontaneous gatherings
in the chapel to talk and try to make sense of things.
This isn't quite the same, but it seemed close."

“It meant a lot to have my parents there and to be
on the field with my team one last time,” said Olivia
Benoit, a senior on the lacrosse team. “It was such a
whirlwind week and a lot of emotions were running
through, but I felt like the college did a lot to send us
off the right way.”
Pomerville said Alma College often touts its "smalltown, familial spirit." On that weekend, he said, the
college more than earned its billing. ❖

— TIM RATH

Outside of the chapel, students continued to gather.
The Alma College Choir, whose scheduled tour of
Ireland was delayed due to travel restrictions, gathered on the library steps to perform "Loch Lomond"
before an audience of misty eyes. Senior Laureano
Thomas-Sanchez played songs on the bagpipes, to
the delight of those passing by.
The Scots cheerleading and dance teams, who were
in line to compete for national championships before
the pandemic struck, instead showcased their talents
in an impromptu performance. The Scots lacrosse
team, who were scheduled to host senior day festivities at halftime of their game on Saturday, continued
on with their plans to honor the four seniors on their
team — despite the game being canceled just one
hour before kickoff.

To hear the choir’s performance of “Loch
Lomond,” and view other content on the
college’s response to COVID-19, visit the
Tartan website, alma.edu/tartan.
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In 1918, the Alma Student Army
Training Corps is pictured in front of the
Hood Museum. The Hood Building is
the oldest structure on campus today. It
was originally constructed in 1899-1900
as a museum. During World War I, it
was the barracks for members of the
Student Army Training Corps.

1918 vs. 2020:

Parallels of a pandemic

RECORDS SHOW HOW ALMA COLLEGE DEALT WITH QUARANTINE, MASK-WEARING
AND SPANISH FLU SPREAD MORE THAN 100 YEARS AGO.

In October 1918, Alma College welcomed its largest enrollment to date.
Nearly 200 students crammed onto
campus, 100 of them members of the
Student Army Training Corps — the
U.S. had entered World War I the previous April. Enlisted men were eligible
for free tuition, room and board, but
they lived in cramped accommodations and had to juggle full class
schedules along with military drills.
The year of 1918’s record enrollment
coincided with what was then the
nation’s worst epidemic, the now-infamous “Spanish influenza.” Moreover,
many college students fell into the
demographic most likely to die from
the 1918 flu, 20- to 40-year-olds. Yet
amazingly, Alma College recorded no
on-campus student or faculty deaths
from the flu.
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I first learned this story two years ago
when a group of first-year seminar
students and I ventured into the college archives to carefully examine the
original copies of The Almanian from
fall 1918. With the help of archivist
Viki Everhart, who had also digitized
every issue, we traced the story of the

flu at Alma. Adding in information from
the local paper The Alma Record, they
began to put together a narrative which
we then tweeted out as if in “real time”
at the account @MichFlu_1918.
The day after the fall semester opened
on Oct. 2, the departure of local men for
Army and Navy training camps “where
influenza is raging” was suspended.
Nonetheless, crowds numbering in the
thousands gathered on Oct. 4 and 6
for troop demonstrations and a Liberty
Loan concert in downtown Alma.
By Oct. 10, Alma
biology professor
Dr. Hansford
MacCurdy felt compelled to publish
some scientific
information about
the flu, writing “It
is very important
that all available
Dr. Hansford MacCurdy
knowledge of this
disease be given the public in order to
prevent as far as possible [its] spread,”
and concluding, “During epidemics
avoid as far as possible crowded
rooms, street cars, etc.”

Despite reporting the flu death of a
former Alma student at his home, the
first fall issue of The Almanian struck an
optimistic note in its editorial: “Let us
have the hearty cooperation and support
of each and every student and there is
no good reason why we cannot put the
year 1918-19 down as a banner one in the
annals of the college.” Two days later,
Alma College was under quarantine.
Alma students did their best to maintain
a semblance of normalcy under quarantine. All classes but German continued
— apparently, there was little interest in
learning the language of the enemy.
Everyone at the college wore masks.
All SATC men received “inoculations,”
likely made available by the Army.
The physician heading the local health
department used an “apparatus” to administer a throat spray to every student.
(My students and I were unable to dig
up any further details about the spray’s
ingredients or purpose.)
By the end of October, Alma was the
only college in the state with zero influenza cases within its SATC, and there
were still no cases on campus when

quarantine was lifted on Nov. 19. To keep out
infection, any student returning to campus from
a visit home would now be quarantined to a
room in Wright Hall for three days.
The Almanian celebrated the end of isolation,
and wryly concluded, “The quarantine has
given us a splendid chance to get acquainted.”
However, students had participated in two
massive armistice celebrations in downtown
Alma the previous week. As cases surged in
Alma, so too at the college: the Dec. 3 SATC
dance was postponed because too many men
were sick; the following week three faculty
members missed classes due to flu; and masks
were reinstated as “a general order.” New cases
continued to emerge for weeks, with many
students hospitalized. Fortunately, none died.
In 2018, we could only imagine how it felt to be
cooped up for weeks on end to prevent spread
of a deadly virus; today, we know this
feeling all too well. Alma College managed
to avoid any cases in 1918 until students
broke quarantine in spectacular fashion.
However, students back then were keenly
aware of the seriousness of the flu. In the
1918-19 school year, at least four current or
recent classmates succumbed to the disease, either at home or in military service.
One student, Corporal Dwight VonThurn,
died in a Georgia training camp after volunteering to serve as a nurse to his fellow
soldiers. The Almanian recorded his private
funeral and burial in Riverside Cemetery,
noting he “was indeed a hero.”

An Oct. 22, 1918, edition
of The Almanian, Alma
College's student newspaper,
reported all theatres in the
city being shut down in order
to prevent the spread of
influenza.

Our final class activity was to locate his gravestone and pay our respects to this young man
who “met his end in doing his best service for
his country.”❖❖

— KRISTIN OLBERTSON,
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF HISTORY,
PRE-LAW PROGRAM COORDINATOR

The Almanian reported
on Nov. 19, 1918, that the
quarantine on Wright Hall
has been lifted — but a throat
spray being administered to
students at the time would
continue to be used.
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Supporting
the medical
community
AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN ALMA COLLEGE AND
MIDMICHIGAN MEDICAL CENTERS KEEPS FAMILIES
SAFE FROM COVID-19 EXPOSURE.
MidMichigan Medical Centers staff on the front lines of the fight against COVID-19
had a place to stay between shifts, saving their families from exposure to the virus, thanks to an agreement with Alma College.
Beginning in April, the college allowed physicians, nurses and other employees
of the healthcare system to stay in college residence halls, at no cost to the employee, during the coronavirus pandemic.
The residence halls where healthcare workers were
housed were previously vacated by students in late
March as a precautionary measure.
“Alma College has always been closely intertwined
with our community, and we’re doing everything
we can to support each other during this challenging time,” President Jeff Abernathy said. “This
was an important opportunity to show healthcare
providers in the Alma community how much we
appreciate them.”
Sixteen workers from hospitals within the MidMichigan system chose to stay on campus in between
their shifts.

“This is an important
opportunity to show
healthcare providers
in the Alma community
how much we appreciate
them.” — Jeff Abernathy

The healthcare workers were able to utilize all building amenities, but did not
go elsewhere on campus, keeping exposure as low as possible for students who
remained at Alma College, as well as faculty members and employees who were
considered essential to college operations.

Alma College residence halls
where 16 healthcare staffers
from MidMichigan Medical
Centers stayed during the
COVID-19 pandemic are pictured.
The healthcare workers stayed
there to avoid possibly spreading
the virus to their families.

The college took unprecedented measures to ensure the residence halls, and
other areas of Alma College, were as safe as they possibly could be to fight the
spread of the virus, said Alan Gatlin, senior vice president and chief operating
officer.
“I am incredibly grateful to all of the people who worked tirelessly to reach that
standard,” Gatlin said. “Our associate director of facilities, Ryan Stoudt, led a
massive and sustained effort to keep all campus spaces clean and safe.”
The college agreed to provide the service for as long as needed or until the time
that students return to campus for fall classes.
“Everyone I talk to has been grateful for this opportunity,” Gatlin said. “Just like
anyone else, they miss their families and can’t wait until it’s over, but they feel fortunate to have this option.” ❖
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— TIM RATH

Moving ‘Forward’
NEW MEDIA STUDIES STUDENTS GET CREATIVE IN
THE WAKE OF COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS, MOVING FINAL
PROJECT SHOWCASE ONLINE.

D

ue to concerns over the
COVID-19 pandemic, students in
the new media studies program
at Alma College weren’t able to take
part in an annual rite of passage — the
senior showcase, in which majors
and minors in the program display
their thesis projects and discuss them
before a live audience.

Collamati said the student-organized
show, which has taken place annually
for roughly the past seven years,
has never been held entirely online.
Students this year planned the
showcase, originally called “Pyre,” for
several months before the college’s
move to distance learning forced them
to quickly change their plans.

So, they got creative.

“The students shifted the brand, they
shifted the marketing. Those involved
in the venue re-organized themselves
into a web development team
and started fleshing out pages on
Squarespace,” Collamati said. “They
deserve a lot of credit.”

On Thursday, April 16, an online-only
showcase, “Forward,” highlighted the
final projects of 17 students before
alumni, friends, family, potential employers and others.
In addition to showcasing their
projects, which encompassed a wide
array of entertainment media, students
also hosted their own question-andanswer sessions before a live audience on the computer webcam
platforms Google Meets and Zoom.
“Some of the faculty, alumni and
students who were there said they
really enjoyed the format and seeing
how this worked. Through all of the
disadvantages we had, we found
new opportunities,” said Anthony
Collamati, associate professor and
chair of the communication and new
media studies departments.
“I think everyone was really pleased
with the work. Some of the alumni
who were there, who have seen shows
going back to the beginning, said it
was one of the strongest shows they
have ever seen.”

The senior showcase drew upwards
of 30 participants at a time, including
at least two — Haoran Zhang and
Xiaoxuan “Zoey” Yuan, students in
the program — participating from their
native China.
In response to a query during the
Q&A session, Chris Nouhan, one of
the presenting seniors, said for new
media studies students — along with
many others at Alma College — the
coronavirus pandemic created new
opportunities to learn and grow.
“I don’t think we’re inherently advantaged, being new media students,”
Nouhan said. “I think it has more to
do with us being digital natives, and
being open to change. The pandemic
forced us to adapt quickly.”

— TIM RATH

Projects created for the new media
studies showcase event, “Forward,” are
pictured from top to bottom: “Hydroponic
Homes,” by Ivy VanPoppelen, a senior
from Dryden; “Transforming Sports into
Art,” by Whitney Miller, a senior from
Sparta; “Welcome to Litterville,” by
Mia Pagliuco, a senior from Glen Ellyn,
Illinois; and “Coffee Excuse,” by
Joey Castle, a senior from Muskegon.
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Alma College
alumni help
fight COVID-19
SCOTS ARE AMONG THE NUMBER OF
PHYSICIANS, NURSES, RESEARCHERS AND
OTHERS ACROSS THE COUNTRY SERVING
THE PUBLIC DURING THE PANDEMIC.

A

lma College alumni are on the front lines in the battle against
COVID-19, serving in emergency rooms and research laboratories across the country to help the sick and find a vaccine.

A core tenet of Alma’s mission is to “serve generously,” and
these Scots are doing just that in this once-in-a-generation time of
need. Using the skills that are deeply ingrained in the liberal arts
tradition of an Alma education, they are problem-solving, communicating and caring for their fellow citizens.

Beaumont Hospital – Troy, Michigan

Gabrielle Fazio ’16
Gabrielle Fazio didn’t become a registered nurse because she wanted an easy job.
That would have been a waste of time, she says, even before COVID-19 hit.
Instead, she wanted to help people at a time they needed it most — which has
been difficult during the pandemic, in part because she has separated herself from
her family, in order to avoid spreading coronavirus.
“Not knowing the exact modes of transmission, pathophysiology, or proper treatment has been a challenge, not only from a patient care standpoint, but from the
standpoint of our own risk,” Fazio said. “Going into work every day wondering if
I’ll leave having caught this unknown disease has been terrifying and has led to a
variety of emotions ranging from absolute indifference to all-encompassing fear.”
Fazio, a member of the inaugural class of Bachelor of Science in Nursing graduates
at Alma College, currently works at Beaumont Hospital, Troy. She said despite
the challenges, COVID-19 has strengthened her resolve to keep serving people,
and she hopes the greater medical community feels the same way.
“Serving people through this tough time is what I was born to do, and many of
my coworkers have agreed with me — we were meant for this. Even though we’ve
been frightened at times and frustrated at others, we’ve pushed through, no matter
what,” Fazio said. “I hope people outside of medicine will continue to see healthcare professionals as superheroes and not as punching bags.”
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Gabrielle Fazio ’16, a registered nurse
at Beaumont Hospital, Troy, is pictured.
Fazio is a member of the inaugural class of
Bachelor of Science in Nursing graduates at
Alma College.

Fazio credits her time at Alma College
with providing an “invaluable” work
ethic to her as she pursues master’s
and doctoral degrees in nursing.
“My time at Alma College taught me to
strive to be better than I ever thought
was possible,” Fazio said. “If I had to
give the Alma College community any
advice in this time, it would be to keep
your heads high. We will prevail in this
battle, and we will come out stronger
and more united than ever.”

Paul Burns ’81
As the pandemic coordinator for
the multinational corporation Dow
Chemical, Paul Burns has seen the
response to
COVID-19
evolve from its
beginnings in
Asia in January
to a global
pandemic.

Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention – Atlanta, Georgia
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Arlen Specter
Headquarters and Emergency Operations Center in Atlanta,
Georgia. Emily Weston Parker, a member of the class of
2001, works for the CDC as an epidemiologist. (Photo credit:
James Gathany, CDC).

Emily Weston Parker ’01
As the first cases of COVID-19 were
being reported in the United States,
Emily Weston Parker, a member of
the class of 2001 living in Atlanta,
Georgia, was celebrating a milestone
at home with her husband — the
birth of her child.
However, through her work as an
epidemiologist with the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), she couldn’t avoid the news
that coronavirus was quickly spreading and, in many cases, proving fatal.
Despite the enjoyment of time spent
at home with her growing family,
she felt an itch to return to work and,
in early March, received a call from
the CDC.
While Weston Parker normally
focuses her efforts on sexually
transmitted diseases, she was asked
to participate in the CDC response
in its Emergency Operations Center.
An EOC brings together highly
trained experts and state-of-the-art
technology to coordinate resources,
information, and crisis and emergency risk communication to strengthen
the country’s ability to detect and
respond to public health threats.

“Like other outbreak responses I have
been part of, I knew to expect the unknown,” Weston Parker said. “I knew
there were lots of moving parts and
lots of questions to be answered. And
I knew to remain patient and flexible,
because there wasn’t such a thing as
an 8-4:30 schedule, especially in this
ever-evolving landscape.”
Weston Parker has since returned to
her “day job,” although many of her
colleagues throughout the world have
been called into emergency operations in their own homelands. As a
result, her work has slowed down a
bit — a positive for her personally, she
said, due to the backlog of work that
piled up during her maternity leave.
However, she doesn’t expect the
slowdown to remain for long.
“I know another deployment to the
EOC is just around the corner so
life will get much busier very soon,”
Weston Parker said. “As time goes on,
and like other outbreaks, CDC will
primarily move from response and
mitigation efforts to preparedness
planning for the future.”

Since the outbreak, Burns
has regularly
worked 12- to
16-hour days
during the
week, and
Paul Burns ’81 eight hours
on weekends,
coordinating between Dow’s pandemic corporate crisis management
team and regional crisis management
teams, while also serving in the Dow
Health Services clinic in Midland.
Burns is motivated to serve by his
belief that people have a responsibility to help those around them.
“As a physician that is what I chose as
my career,” Burns said. “I am motivated, even on those difficult days, that
I believe what I am doing is making a
difference for the people at Dow and
their families, and by extension, the
communities where Dow people and
families live.”
Despite some of the terrible headlines
that have resulted from the pandemic,
Burns sees ample reason for hope.
He pointed out that the virus and
genome were only recently identified,
yet several vaccine candidates are
already in development. He is also
heartened by stories of how strangers
are connecting across communities
to help each other.
“Despite lots of bad news, there are
many, many good people doing
things to help each other in a time of
stress and upheaval,” Burns said.
→
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Karl Kaufmann ’92
In the earliest stages of COVID-19’s
arrival in the United States, the state
of Washington was frequently cited
by media as one of the hardest-hit
areas of the country.
Karl Kaufmann, an emergency physician at Valley Medical Center in
Fall City, Washington, and a member of the clinical faculty at the
University of Washington School of
Medicine, experienced it all firsthand. The biggest challenge at that
time, Kaufmann said, was dealing
with a rapidly changing set of best
practices guidelines from groups
like the World Health Organization.
“At that time, for example, I was
being told not to wear a mask for
patients who didn’t meet the criteria. At this point, months later,
we’re masking for every patient
who comes in, because there
are so many asymptomatic carriers,” Kaufmann said. “It’s really
interesting.”
The health systems of Washington
adapted quickly and prepared themselves well, Kaufmann believes,
by transferring intensive-care unit
(ICU) patients across the U-W system to keep the number of patients
equitable between hospitals, and
converting areas used for advanced
procedures into ICU areas to increase capacity.

Valley Medical Center –
Renton, Washington
Valley Medical Center in Renton,
Washington, one of four hospital
entities of UW Medicine, is
pictured. Karl Kaufmann ’92
works there as an emergency
physician to fight the spread of
COVID-19. (Photo credit: Clare
McLean, UW Medicine)

Janet Miller Monfils ’00
Janet Miller Monfils knows that in
comparison with many others fighting
COVID-19, she is in a fortunate position.
As a professor of biochemistry at
Western Governors University, an
online-only school based in Utah, she
works from her home in Big Rapids.
Since the pandemic started, she said,
she has been able to quarantine herself
at home, leaving only rarely.
However, she still felt a desire to help
out. That’s why Miller Monfils has made
more than 2,500 cloth facemasks, to
help prevent the spread of the virus.
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Miller Monfils said she at first didn’t
anticipate sewing as much as she
has. But after a post on social media was widely shared, she began
to receive requests from all over the
United States — from entities as varied
as dialysis clinics, churches and even
a high school “graduation walk.”
“There’s a lot of multitasking in my
life,” Miller Monfils said with a laugh.
“I do production line sewing — so I’ll
cut out hundreds of squares, sew the
edges and then iron. Each mask takes
about 15 minutes from start to finish.
But by breaking it down, I can crank
out a lot.”
Miller Monfils credits much of her giving spirit to growing up in Alma and
graduating from Alma College.
“I look at all the times Alma gave us
as students and how they encourage
you to grow beyond your comfort
zone — a lot of that is through philanthropic outreach,” she said. “Alma
is a very giving community. It raises
you to be thankful for everything you
have been blessed with. ❖

— TIM RATH

Kaufmann said the pandemic has
made him appreciate his Alma
College education even more than
he did previously.
“The professors did a phenomenal
job of making you a lifelong learner.
That’s critically important, something that has helped me throughout
my career,” Kaufmann said. “In this
crisis, if you’re not willing and able
to learn and re-learn information on
an almost daily basis, you’re going
to be behind. I haven’t been, thanks
to Alma.”

“Even though I’m not a nurse or
medical doctor, I can give my time.
So, when it was reported there was a
need for masks, I got on my sewing
machine and started working,” Miller
Monfils said. “I’m only doing what I
can do. There are other people out
there doing far more.”

Face masks sewn by Janet Miller
Monfils ’00 are pictured. Miller
Monfils has sewn and distributed
more than 2,500 masks to help
fight the spread of COVID-19.

Annual
Giving

You make a difference

Your annual gift to Alma College
supports the Our Time is Now
campaign and enriches the student
experience in numerous ways.
Please join fellow alumni, parents and
friends by making your gift online
at alma.edu/donate or return the
enclosed business reply envelope.

Learn more
alma.edu/giving

You can give to Alma in one of three
ways — making Alma more affordable,
accessible and valuable than ever.

Alma Fund
Scot
Scholarship
Fund
Academics
and Athletics

Keep Alma
affordable.

Propel a Scot
to greatness.

Support your
favorite program.

Tartan Talks Webinar Series:
Lunch time learning with Alma
Join us for Tartan Talks, a series of continuing
education webinars designed for alumni, parents and
friends of Alma College seeking personal enrichment
or professional development on a range of topics.

Past Tartan Talks include:
•

See what’s next! Register for a

Tartan Talk at alma.edu/tartantalks.

•
•
•

THC and CBD, the ABCs of Cannabis and Cannabinoids,
Presenter: Jennifer Yirsa Weston ’94
Top Ten Estate Planning Mistakes, Presenter: Rob Longstreet ’92
Getting the Right Things Done, Presenter: Jason Paradowski ’94
Financial Fundamentals, Presenter: Josh Brehm ’06
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The COVID-19 pandemic may
have taken Alma Scots away from
competition on the field of play,
but it could not keep athletes and
coaches too distanced from their
communities.
Tutoring middle-school students
over webcam, volunteering at local
food banks and writing letters to
seniors in nursing homes are just a
few of the ways Scots continued to
show their support for the greater
Alma community in the weeks and
months since play was suspended to
contain the spread of coronavirus.
"Serving generously is a core value
of Alma College and one that our
athletics department has fully embraced as a key part of our identity.
This commitment to service is seen
throughout our athletic programs
and is the core of who we are as
Scots,” Athletic Director Sarah
Dehring said.

Pictured clockwise from top
left: Sara Parker, an assistant
coach on the volleyball team,
and Brehanna Ramos, an
assistant cheer and STUNT
coach, are pictured volunteering
at the Community Cafe at First
Presbyterian Church in Alma.

Feeding the hungry
Brehanna Ramos and Sara Parker,
two assistant coaches at Alma
College, have attempted to set an
example for athletes. Both have donated their time to the Community
Cafe at First Presbyterian Church in
Alma, a weekly event where people
in need can socialize and enjoy a sitdown meal prepared by volunteers.
“I think it’s really important to give
back to the community. That’s a
large part of Alma College athletics
in general. We’re all willing to help
in any way we can, even during this
pandemic. With (students) back
at home now, it’s more important
than ever,” said Parker, an assistant
coach for the Scots volleyball team.

24

As part of their volunteer effort, Ramos
and Parker package and distribute food
that has been donated by other sources
to people who attend the Community
Cafe. Normally the cafe is similar to a
restaurant, but due to the pandemic, has
been altered to serve people curbside.
There, they receive a full meal: one
recent offering included chicken,
mashed potatoes, salad, bread, beans
and dessert. People can take as many
meals as they need to meet the needs of
their household.

The coaches agree that they have
enjoyed their time volunteering and intend to keep on long after Alma College
students move back to campus.
“One of the coolest things for me is
seeing so many people come together,”
said Ramos, an assistant cheer and
STUNT coach at Alma College. “When
Sara and I went for the first time, we
saw several people wearing Alma
College shirts. Since then, we’ve talked
to those people, who we had never
spoken with before, and gotten to know

them. Those kind of connections will
continue even when this pandemic
is over.”

Ava Frederickson, a first-year student
on the Alma College lacrosse team,
is pictured with a letter she wrote to
seniors at Omni Continuing Care, a
nursing home in Detroit.

Parker added, “We’re thinking about
how to get our teams involved in this,
too, when they get back to campus.”

Communicating
with isolated people

who are in high school and middle
school, learning remotely, and said
she felt “startled.”

Ava Frederickson, a first-year student
from Alto, came to Alma College with
the intent to play lacrosse and contribute to the community in a big way.
She hasn’t been able to play lacrosse,
but still feels fulfilled in her college
choice because of the spirit of philanthropy on campus.
Frederickson, whose mother serves
as an auditor for a company that
works with nursing homes throughout
Michigan, said she quickly became
aware that senior citizens were
particularly vulnerable to coronavirus — and thus were being kept
isolated from other populations. This
was especially true in major cities
like Detroit, one of the epicenters of
COVID-19 outbreak nationwide.
So, Frederickson took it upon herself
to start writing letters to seniors living
at Omni Continuing Care, a nursing
home on Detroit’s east side, to help
ease their loneliness — and perhaps
make a new friend.
“I just hope that if they’re not as happy as they could be, that this would
bring a little joy, especially if they
have nobody else to speak with,”
Frederickson said. “And when this is
all over, I hope we can come visit.”
Frederickson, who has never had
a pen pal and rarely wrote letters
before the pandemic, wrote about 20
letters that went to strangers at Omni.
In the letters, she describes who she
is, where she goes to college and
what sports she plays. She asks the
recipients what they like to do and
tells them she hopes they are staying
happy and healthy.
A highlight of the campaign, she said,
was receiving a letter back from one
woman, who was “very appreciative.”
“She said it was really good to hear
from someone and she seemed to
really like me,” Frederickson said.
“I’ll definitely write her back.”

“Any community is built around
people who volunteer. That’s
what makes a community
better. That’s a huge reason I
chose to attend Alma in the first
place, because of that spirit.”

Frederickson said while she was
disappointed not to be able to play
lacrosse in the spring, it gave her a
greater appreciation for the sport in
the long run. She is no less excited to
be a Scot, she said — if anything, the
pandemic reminded her of why she
chose to attend Alma College in the
first place.
“On the lacrosse team we do so much
volunteering for the community,
because we think it’s important to give
back,” Frederickson said. “Any community is built around people who
volunteer. That’s what makes a community better. That’s a huge reason I
chose to attend Alma in the first place,
because of that spirit.”

Tutoring students
Frederickson’s lacrosse teammate,
sophomore Alyssa Gall, planned to
spend her spring term job shadowing
a teacher in a high school classroom.
But when K-12 schools closed across
the state, Gall, an English and education major, suddenly found herself
with a lot of free time on her hands.
She went back to her hometown of
Richmond and observed her siblings,

“Schools were providing students
with weekly homework assignments with the goal of learning
new content as planned,” Gall
said. “However, without the teacher’s guidance, it is often hard for
students to focus and grasp new
content as well as for parents to
comprehend or find time to help
their students.”
Gall took it upon herself to connect
with a group of eighth-graders and
high school students to help with
homework assignments and new
content over email, phone or virtual face-and-face contact. Some days,
she would help English students
revise their essays or properly write
a narrative story, while on others
she would help math students with
equations.
The experience was beneficial not
only for the students, but also for
Gall. She forced herself to use new
technology and explain it to others.
She also learned to adapt her own
teaching style to different audiences,
based on subject matter and age of
the student.
“Schools and teachers are trying
their hardest to find ways to help
students continue to learn even
outside of the classroom, but they
are often faced with the difficulties
of lack of technology and the ability to build those connections and
relationships with students in the
classroom,” Gall said. “Therefore,
I find it important to help out where
teachers may not be able to, such as
further explaining certain concepts
or providing students with face-toface help.
“Just because students aren’t in
school, doesn’t mean they should
stop learning,” she added. ❖

— TIM RATH
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Barlow Trophy winner embraces
opportunities on campus and abroad
Asiel Clark is the 2020 recipient of the
Barlow Trophy, Alma College’s most
prestigious award for a graduating senior.
The Barlow Trophy recognizes academic
achievement, as well as contributions to
campus and community, for students in
the top 10 percent of their class.
Clark’s involvement on campus was
devoted to helping other students and
serving her community. A double major
in English and secondary education with
a minor in Spanish, she was involved
with Alma College theatre and various
academic honoraries. They include
Sigma Tau Delta, English honorary;
Alpha Psi Omega, theatre honorary; and
Kappa Delta Pi, education honorary. Her
roles in theatre included acting in several
plays and working behind the scenes to
build sets and assist with costume repair.
A graduate of Theodore Roosevelt High
School, Clark is the daughter of Lola
Clark of Lincoln Park.

Florian wins M.J.J. Smith
History Scholarship
Cassie Florian was awarded the M.J.J. Smith Society
Scholarship, which recognizes Alma College’s most outstanding graduating history major. The scholarship provides
up to $20,000 for post-graduate study.
Florian, the daughter of Stacey Florian of Grand Ledge and
Doug Florian of Grand Ledge, plans to pursue a doctoral
degree at Pennsylvania State University, with a goal of eventually working as a rare
books or special collections curator.
“It meant so much for me to receive this scholarship,” Florian said. “I didn’t find my
passion for history until I was already in college, so I had to learn a lot in only four
years. It feels great to have all of the work that I have put in these past four years be
recognized by the department.”
Florian plans to attend Penn State in the fall. After she earns a Ph.D., she hopes to
enroll in a master’s degree program in library science.
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Honors
Day 2020
recognizes
culmination
of student
research
An annual Alma College event,
Kapp Honors Day recognizes
the original research and
creative work of student
presenters across all academic
majors. The 24th annual
event, originally scheduled for
Thursday, April 2, 2020, was
canceled due to the COVID-19
pandemic, which prevented
students, faculty and staff
from gathering in person
for presentations and poster
sessions. However, the college
celebrates and acknowledges
the achievements of the nearly
100 students slated to participate
through the Honors Day abstract
book. To view the book, visit
alma.edu/honorsday.

Michigan Masonic is
first partner in new tuition
benefit program
Alma College is proud to announce a
tuition benefit program with Michigan
Masonic Home, a not-for-profit organization providing high quality services to
aging adults.
Employees of Michigan Masonic Home
and their dependents will have the
opportunity to receive Alma College
tuition covered by the college with
optional contributions from their employer. There are a designated number
of spaces in the program and the
maximum benefit for a qualified student
is full Alma College tuition for up to
four years through state, federal and

institutional aid along with a contribution
from the corporate partner.
Alma College values partnerships with
community leaders and sees a shared benefit in supporting a tuition benefit program
to provide the opportunity for employees
and their dependents to experience an
Alma College education.
Through this program, Alma partners to
support the organization’s employees
and/or dependents to offset the financial
commitment of an Alma education. It gives
organizations the added benefit of attracting and retaining top talent.

ALMA COLLEGE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
2020-21
Eric P. Blackhurst ’83, chair
Darryl G. Schimeck ’82, vice chair
Karen M. Magnuson ’78, secretary
Thomas K. Andison
Erika K. Powers Appelt ’91
Karen M. Asner ’89
Brian E. Bartes ’87
Carol J. Burns
Robert G. Cramer ’88
Charles A. Deacon ’80
David A. Devine ’90

Model UN succeeds despite
COVID-19 restrictions
The Model United Nations student group was poised for a big showing at the
National Model UN Conference in New York City this year, following an extremely
successful performance at the regional conference in February.
Then the COVID-19 pandemic hit resulting in the cancellation of the event, which
was originally scheduled for March 28, 2020.
Although Alma College was unable to compete at the national conference, the students scheduled to participate were given a record 21 “Outstanding Position Paper”
awards, more than any college or university has earned in the 94-year history of
the conference.
“This was the most talented, largest, most extraordinary group we have ever had,”
said Derick “Sandy” Hulme, faculty advisor of Model UN at Alma College. “I feel so
desperately sorry for those students who never got to go. I told all of our seniors,
international students
and others — if any of
you are available next
year, you have a spot
on the team, because
you earned it.”

Stephen C. Falk ’72
Deborah K. Lynch Fitzgerald ’93
Douglas B. Gross ’77
Greg Hatcher ’83
Cardell D. Johnson ’02
Ann Randall Kendrick ’78
David P. Larsen ’84
Edward K. Osowski ’87
Diane Postler-Slattery
Carolyn E. Schultz ’84
Bryan K. Segedi ’81
Kim Taylor ’83
John Wilson ’90
Russell C. Youngdahl Jr. ’75
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CAMPUS NEWS

Award-winning writer Scott hired to lead new
MFA program
LOW-RESIDENCY CREATIVE WRITING PROGRAM WILL BE FIRST GRADUATE DEGREE
OFFERED IN ALMA COLLEGE HISTORY.
Sophfronia Scott, an author of multiple novels, memoirs, and collections
of essays, as well as fiction and creative nonfiction works published in
journals nationwide, has been hired
to lead Alma College’s Master of Fine
Arts in creative writing program.
“I love the team feel of the college
and the enthusiasm for the MFA program. I’m thrilled at the prospect of
being a part of this team and think
we’re going to build something the
entire college is proud to be a part
of,” Scott said.
A graduate of Harvard University,
Scott completed her MFA in creative
writing at the Vermont College of Fine
Arts. She helped create and launch
an MFA program at Regis University
in Colorado, where she currently
serves on the faculty advisory committee, and has also taught in the MFA
program at Bay Path University, in
Massachusetts.
“I’m a creative person in general and
I’m also an entrepreneurial person,
so I’m excited to build a community.

I’m interested in bringing people
together and helping them develop
their creative voices,” Scott added.
Scott previously became acquainted
with Alma College when she was a
guest writer in 2017 and her books
have been taught in English courses
at the college. A native of Lorain,
Ohio, she now lives in Sandy Hook,
Connecticut.
“Sophfronia will be an inspiring director of the MFA program for Alma
College. She brings a wealth of experience in MFA programs and she
has a vision that will build Alma’s
reputation across the country
and beyond. That was very much
our aspiration, when we made
the decision to add the program,”
President Jeff Abernathy said.
Once approved for accreditation by
the Higher Learning Commission,
the college’s low-residency MFA
program will be the first graduate
degree Alma has offered in its
134-year history. The accreditation
process is currently ongoing.

Retiring faculty and staff
Gregory Baleja, professor of business administration. He
joined the Alma College faculty in 1988.
Steven Vest, professor of library science. He joined the Alma
College faculty in 1999.
Raymond Riley, professor of music. He joined the Alma
College faculty in 1988.
Scott Hill, professor of chemistry. He joined the Alma College
faculty in 1988.
Kathleen Sommerville, human resources specialist. She
joined the Alma College staff in 2004.
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Viki Everhart, acquisitions and special collections specialist.
She joined the Alma College staff in 2000.
Mark Bunce, Dow Building Coordinator. He joined the Alma
College staff in 1984.
Tina Vivian, costumer. She joined the Alma College staff
in 2000.
Joanne Gilbert, Charles A Dana professor of communication. She joined the Alma College faculty in 1994.
Michael Bishop, senior instructor. He joined the Alma
College staff in 2004.
Anthony Patterson, music and dance staff accompanist.
He joined the Alma College staff in 2000.
Mary Ellen Brines, instructor of foreign languages. She
joined the Alma College faculty in 2002.

FACULTY NEWS

Andison, Barlow awards
recognize faculty excellence
ALMA COLLEGE’S TOP AWARDS FOR FACULTY EXCELLENCE
RECOGNIZE SUPERIOR TEACHING IN THE AREAS OF ENGLISH,
BIOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES, PSYCHOLOGY, AND
WORLD LANGUAGES AND CULTURES.
Natashia Swalve and Holly Liu are
the 2020 recipients of the Andison
Awards for Excellence in Teaching,
and Amanda Harwood and Laura von
Wallmenich have received this year’s
Barlow Awards for Faculty Excellence.

THE ANDISON AWARDS FOR
EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING
The Andison Awards, made possible
by a gift from trustee Thomas Andison,
recognize excellence in teaching
through pedagogical innovation,
creative activities with students, and
superior teaching. Faculty members
nominate their colleagues for the
award, and the president selects the
recipients, who each receive a $1,000
cash grant to support their scholarship.

Swalve, who
started at Alma in
2016, was nominated for her work
as a professor and
an advisor, as well
as for her contributions to faculty
committees, according to her nomination letter. She is
an assistant professor and chair of the
psychology department.
“Natashia’s dedication to her students
can be seen not only in her classroom
instruction but also in her commitment
to students in her advising role,” her
nomination letter stated. “I have also
served alongside her on a number of
faculty committees and am inspired by
the example she sets, how conscientious and dependable she is, and her
consistent positivity.”
Swalve’s expertise is in drugs of abuse,
animal models of mental disorders and
psychopharmacology. She has a Ph.D.
in neuroscience and behavior from the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Liu, who started at

Alma since 2006,
is a professor of
world languages
and cultures, specifically German
and Chinese. She
has a Ph.D. from
the Department of
Germanic and Slavic Languages and
Literatures at Vanderbilt University.
“I am honored and humbled by this
recognition of my teaching,” Liu said.
“I love teaching and love teaching our
students. I hope that my contributions
have changed their lives in some way
and I appreciate the nomination and the
support by my colleagues.”
Liu’s expertise is in German literature
from the post-war and contemporary
eras, the Holocaust and Chinese contemporary literature and film.

THE BARLOW AWARDS FOR
FACULTY EXCELLENCE
The Barlow Awards, made possible by
a gift from Joel Barlow, a 1929 Alma
graduate, recognize faculty members
for excellence in teaching, scholarly or
creative work, and college and community service. Recipients are nominated
by faculty, administrators, alumni and
student Barlow Trophy nominees. The
president selects the awardees, who
receive $1,000 cash grants.

Von Wallmenich,

an associate professor of English and
American Studies
coordinator, was
nominated for “her
compassion for her
students and her
focus in the classroom,” according to her nomination
letter. She has taught at Alma since 2001.

“It is hard to nominate only one faculty
member for this award, especially
amidst exemplary professors within
and outside of the English department
— all of whom offer whatever they can
to meet student needs and push for
growth,” her nomination letter stated.
“However, Professor von Wallmenich
exemplifies what I hoped college
would hold and I am a much better
leader and thinker for having met her.”
Von Wallmenich teaches courses in
various areas of literature; including
African-American and 18th-century
transatlantic, as well as the works of
J.R.R. Tolkien. She has a Ph.D. from the
University of Washington.
“I am honored and humbled to be
recognized right now, at a time when
so many of us are working hard to find
ways to deliver what we do to our students in changed circumstances,” von
Wallmenich said.

Harwood, an as-

sistant professor of
biology and environmental studies,
was nominated for
being a “successful
scholar, teacher,
mentor and faculty
member,” according to her nomination letter. She has
taught at Alma since 2015.
“(Harwood) makes her students work
hard, but rewards them with skills that
are directly marketable, both in the
job market and in postbaccalaureate
education,” her nomination letter
stated. “She has helped redefine the
environmental studies major as well
as working towards goals such as the
Great Lakes Watershed project to the
benefit of the college.”
Harwood teaches courses on environmental toxicology, global health
perspectives, risk assessment and
environmental health. She has a Ph.D.
in zoology from Southern Illinois
University at Carbondale.
“I am honored to have received this
award,” Harwood said. “I’ve had the
opportunity to work with some great
students both in the classroom and
doing research. Serving Alma College
and the local community with my
committee work and research has
been a privilege. ❖

— TIM RATH

29

FACULTY NEWS

Remembering a forgotten period
Derick “Sandy” Hulme, Arthur L.
Russell professor of political science
at Alma College, explores the effects
of terrorism and how the Clinton
Administration tried to exploit them
in his latest book, "The Domestic
Politics of Terrorism: Lessons from
the Clinton Administration."
“It’s about trying to figure out, during
the Clinton years, the methods and
approaches that Clinton used to try
to exploit terrorism for domestic
political advantage,” said Hulme.
Hulme has an interest in terrorism
and has researched the topic in
the past. He began working on this
project approximately nine years
ago, but he previously wrote the
book "Palestinian Terrorism and U.S.
Foreign Policy, 1969-1977," published
by Edwin Mellen Press, which
examined the relationship between
Palestinian terrorism and United
States foreign policy.

His latest project focuses on the period
after the fall of the Soviet Union, but prior
to the 9/11 attacks.
“The purpose in writing this was to
try and make a contribution to areas
of scholarship that have been largely
ignored and people hadn’t been paying
attention to — both the time period 1990s,
and the whole notion of how exactly
terrorism can be not just a negative, but
can, in fact, be very positive for political
leaders,” said Hulme.
Hulme explores a number of
high profile terrorist events,
including the bombings
of the World Trade Center
in 1993, the federal office
building in Oklahoma City in
1995 and the African Embassy
in 1998. Hulme discusses how
these events, and Clinton’s
responses to them, affected his
reelection in 1996. ❖

— SYDNEY BOSSIDIS ’20

Bringing textbooks to life
Stephany Slaughter, professor of
Spanish and chair of the World
Languages and Cultures Department,
helps bring history to life in her latest
publication, “Mexico in Revolution,
1912-1920,” with Jonathan Truitt,
professor of Latin American History
and chair of the Center for Learning
Through Games and Simulations at
Central Michigan University.
“Mexico in Revolution, 1912-1920”
is published by W. W. Norton as
a part of the Reacting to the Past
role-playing games series. It is
the first in the collection to focus
on Latin American history.
“Reacting to the Past (RTTP)
consists of elaborate games,
set in the past, in which
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students are assigned roles informed
by classic texts in the history of ideas,”
according to the RTTP website. This
allows students to take control of their
learning through reenactment. RTTP
was developed by Mark C. Carnes,
professor of history at Barnard College,
in the late 1990s and is used in a variety
of levels in college.
Students act as historical figures from
the Mexican Revolution as they assume
the role of a character from the book,
through making oral presentations
or writing papers. They use critical
thinking and primary source analysis to
debate and make decisions to reform
Mexico and create a stable nation. ❖

— SYDNEY BOSSIDIS ’20

New book
tells the
‘Truth in Many
Tongues’
The 16th-century Spanish Empire stretched
across the globe, from as far east as the
Philippines to as far west as Mexico. People
living in those areas spoke a wide array
of languages which, according to a book
published recently by historian Daniel
Wasserman-Soler, created the unique dilemma
of how to deal with them all.
Wasserman-Soler, Alma College associate
professor of history who specializes in
European and world history, recently published
“Truth in Many Tongues: Religious Conversion
and the Languages of the Early Spanish
Empire,” through Penn State University Press.
In it, Wasserman-Soler argues the Spanish
crown was forced to manage enormous
linguistic diversity among its people locally,
including Arabic, Castilian, Basque and Catalan,
even before it began colonizing the Americas
and Asia.
“The Spanish Empire was probably the most
linguistically diverse group of people under any
political entity at the time,” Wasserman-Soler
said. “If you look at Mexico, even today, there
are more than 60 indigenous languages still
spoken, including about a million speakers of
Mayan languages.” ❖

— TIM RATH
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Hall of Fame class of 2020 named
The 1964 men’s golf team shot the
lowest-recorded score in the MIAA
Tournament in the 82-year history of
the conference and maintains that
record to this day.

Scott Vicari ’84 took the torch from
Fiebernitz just as he graduated, soaring in both football and baseball for
all four years.

The 1999 softball team is the fifth
and perhaps most-accomplished softball team to be inducted into Alma’s
Hall of Fame. The Scots went 46-7
in 1999 — the most wins in program
history — and went 16-0 in the MIAA
for the second consecutive year.

Lynne Harvey ’85 owned the 100- and
200-meter butterfly events for the Scots
in the 1980s, claiming the school records
in both events — records that stood for
a decade. She was a two-time MIAA
champion in 1985 and 1988, both in the
100-meter butterfly.

Chuck Fiebernitz ’80, one of three
dual-sport inductees in the 2020 class,
was a member of both the football
and baseball teams and was a decorated athlete in both sports.

Scott Vicari ’84

ORDER ALMA COLLEGE CLOTHING AND MORE AT

BOOKSTORE.ALMA.EDU
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From 2000-03, Josh Peters ’03 set the
tone for Alma College football’s offensive
line, one of a handful of Scots who
helped to build the team into the offensive juggernaut it was in the early- and
mid-2000s.

The third two-sport athlete to be inducted
is Charles Morrison ’57, who is inducted as a Distinguished Alumnus. Morrison
was a First-Team All-MIAA member and
co-captain of the baseball team in 1957
while doubling as the co-captain and
All-MIAA Honorable Mention player of
the 1956 football team.

Athletics renews focus on
participation at rec center
When students, staff and faculty return to the Alan J. Stone Center for
Recreation in the fall, the center’s
staff hope they will notice a number
of changes to the facility — not only
cosmetic, but cultural, as well.
Alma College welcomed
its new assistant athletic
director for recreation
and facilities, Brad
Barlog, in April. Since
beginning at the college,
Barlog has focused on
bringing more people
into the recreation center
as much as making it a
better place to work out.
“Since I’ve started here,
met people and talked to them, a lot
of what I’ve been hearing has been
that we have a good facility to offer,
but not enough people using it,”
Barlog said. “I’d like to change that.”
Barlog said the Stone Center had
its own social media accounts on
popular platforms like Instagram,
Facebook and Twitter, but staff had
not updated them in several years.
So, he set about becoming a more
active, creative voice online.

Together with other staffers in the
athletics department, they organized
the first annual Alma College Virtual
5K — an online-only, interactive run
designed to get participants moving,
despite restrictions caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic. A
promotional video that was
published online, starring
President Jeff Abernathy
in a variety of humorous
physical situations, was a
big milestone in Barlog’s
short time at Alma so far,
he said.
“I knew we had tremendous support from the
campus community,
because I can see the
numbers and read their comments.
But to know the president is strongly
on board with what we want to do as
well, and is even willing to put in the
time and effort to promote it himself,
was really cool to see,” Barlog said.
Barlog hopes that if more students,
staff and faculty are at the Stone
Center when it opens up again, they
will be pleased with what they see.
The college is making a number of
upgrades to the facility, including

new flooring, wall graphics, equipment
and other improvements.
New amenities are also being installed
to improve workout routines for physically- and developmentally-disabled
participants. Due to concerns over the
spread of COVID-19, cleaning procedures are being overhauled, as well.
Barlog believes the rec center is a
“big asset” to the college and local
community and he’s pleased at the
prospect of more people using it.
“We’re striving to get people into the
rec center — not just to get a workout,
but to participate in activities, classes
and sports. It’s just creating another
avenue to build community here at
Alma College,” he said.

During the week of Oct. 5-11,
2020, Alma College will host its
first-ever online Homecoming.
Please join us to celebrate Alma
— and the lifelong memories
and friendships that began on
campus — in a whole new way.
Visit alma.edu/homecoming
for more details.
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Your Turn with the Torch:

A Leadership Agenda for 2020-21
As our numerous challenges have reached a crescendo in recent weeks, I
found myself seeking inspiration from Alma College’s history. I collected copies of three organizational biographies: “Pines, Prayers and Perseverance,”
“Within Our Bounds: A Centennial History of Alma College” and “A History
of Alma College: Where Plaid and Pride Prevail.” Together, they paint a clear
picture of a rugged, hardscrabble, determined institution that, throughout
each era, always found a way to survive and advance. Since 1886, Alma
College has overcome waves upon waves of trials, including wars, economic
meltdowns, social unrest, skyrocketing costs, volatile student demand, and
— yes — even a pandemic (Spanish influenza, 1918). Another distinct theme
from these works is the sheer strength, resilience, and ingenuity of innumerable faculty and staff members who, throughout the eras, refused to give up.

“Today, we have an
opportunity to build
on the rich legacy
of our foremothers
and forefathers and
to help Alma and our
students weather the
storm and emerge
stronger than ever.”
— Matt vandenBerg ’02
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Alma’s alumni, parents, and friends have helped
to get the college and its students through the
most trying of times — a notion enshrined in a line
of our alma mater: “Sons and daughters ever faithful.” Today, we have an opportunity to build on
the rich legacy of our foremothers and forefathers
and to help Alma and our students weather the
storm and emerge stronger than ever. We all bring
something unique and important to the table.
Whatever that might mean to you — experience,
connections, expertise, philanthropic investment,
or some combination thereof — the torch now
rests in your hands. With that in mind, please
consider this selection of particularly high-value
engagement opportunities.

ALUMNI BOARD
Share job and internship opportunities: Career support for stu-

dents is among Alma College’s top strategic goals. The pandemic and
resultant job market instability elevated the criticality of such support,
especially for 2020 graduates who enter the most stagnant and impenetrable job market in recent memory. Alma has made significant
investments in career services, but we must also dramatically expand
our pipeline of specific job and internship opportunities. We are prepared to help facilitate mutually beneficial matches.

Submit your Scot Story: It is sometimes difficult to explain Alma’s

President
Krista (Schroeder) Ried ’94
Vice President
David DeLine ’11
Secretary
Mark Kraft-Strong ’08
Michael Altman ’80

transformative impact to someone else using abstract description. Our
college shines when we tell stories about it — the people, qualities,
and experiences that shape students’ lives and help them to reach
their potential. Submitting your Scot Story better equips admissions
and advancement officers to convey why Alma College is exceptional.

Tom Anthony ’72

Refer prospective students:

Laurie (Eccles) DeYoung ’04

Referrals are one of the most
powerful ways for our admissions
office to connect with prospective
students. Referred students receive
annual scholarships of $1,500, renewable for four years, in the name
of their referrer. Roughly 80 percent
of current first-year students received referrals. Referrers also play
an important role in encouraging
and supporting students at key
steps in the recruitment process.

Referred students
receive ANNUAL

SCHOLARSHIPS
OF

$1,500

renewable for four years

in the name of their referrals

Invest in OUR TIME IS NOW: Now in its final academic year, Alma

College’s record-breaking campaign has raised more than $117 million
and completed dozens of projects, but our work is not yet finished. We
are close to completing our effort to restore Dunning Memorial Chapel
as our campus icon. We are less than $5 million in pledges away from
completing a breathtaking transformation of the library into a distinctive symbol of academic excellence. We also continue to try and
maximize support for the Scot Scholarship Fund to reduce financial
pressure on students and their families.

Hugh Brenneman ’67
Leslie Burgess ’85
Samantha Coykendall ’15
Bert Dugan ’61
Jeane (Cook) Dugan ’64
Mark Gadzinski ’84
Ronda Guimond ’96
Alexandria (Cnudde) Huntoon ’11
Samantha (Perrin) Jackson ’13
Mary Kushion ’85
Zabrina (Santiago) Lindsay ’87
Barbara (MacPhail) Lumsden ’76
Lisa Anne (Tomei) Mithen ’84
Blake Padget ’15
Emily Weston Parker ’01
Amy Pratt ’04
Eric Sanko ’97

Thank you for considering how you will use your time with the Alma
College torch. With your partnership, we can propel ourselves through
these unnerving times and write the next inspiring chapter
in our history. ❖

Mary (Skinner) Sexton ’68

— MATT VANDENBERG ’02
VICE PRESIDENT FOR
ADVANCEMENT AND
EXTERNAL RELATIONS

Susan Latham Timoner ’85

Marc McKenzie Stanley ’98
Kristin Swihart ’96
Steven Whetstone ’04
Matthew Yettaw ’15
Laura (Morley) Zuidema ’96
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Outstanding Ambassadors noted for volunteer efforts
In recognition of the invaluable role members of the Alma College Ambassador Program® play in advancing the college’s
mission through their volunteerism, Alma College recently named the recipients of its 2020 Outstanding Ambassador Awards.

LESLIE BURGESS ’85
Burgess referred high
school students, called
admitted but non-deposited students and assisted
with the college’s annual
homecoming Career
Expo, as well as several
mock interview events
with current students.

GARNET JOHNSON ’03

RONDA GUIMOND ’96

JOHN WILSON ’90

Johnson assisted with new
student recruitment and
career support for current
students. He has served on
numerous panel discussions during admissions
events, including the annual STEM Day, and established an annual summer
internship program at
Triterra specifically for
Alma College students.

Guimond served as a
mentor and provided
career advice to several students while also
utilizing her professional
connections to make
direct career connections
for four students. She has
also referred 50 internship
or job opportunities in organizations in which there
was a direct Alma College
alumni connection or in
which she could serve as
the network connection
with the employer.

A former member of the
Kiltie Marching Band,
Wilson in 2017 chaired the
steering committee for a
giving circle intended to
raise $100,000 to support
the band. He championed
an effort that resulted in
more than 100 alumni and
friends making gifts and
pledges totaling $112,000.

WHICH TYPE OF
AMBASSADOR ARE YOU?
SHARING YOUR TALENTS CAN MAKE ALL THE
DIFFERENCE FOR AN ALMA COLLEGE STUDENT.
JUST CHOOSE YOUR AREA OF INTEREST:
ADMISSIONS
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
PHILANTHROPY
CAREER AND INTERNSHIPS
COMMUNICATIONS

TELL US HOW YOU’D LIKE TO HELP — JOIN TODAY! ALMA.EDU/AMBASSADOR-PROGRAM
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IN MEMORIAM
HONORING OUR DEPARTED SCOTS

1930s
Rhea Wark Currie ’38

1940s
Shirley Adler Hodas ’44
Dorothy Vaughan Mendell ’48
Alfred Lee “Sam” Bush ’49
Nancy Luther Davis ’49
H. Jack J. Knapman ’49

1950s
Arlie J. Bennett ’50
William B. Budge ’50
Edna Seeley ’50
James Ross Anderson ’51
Thomas C. Chovanec ’51
James M. Wallace ’53
Leonard “Lefty” Gadzinski ’54
Marian Pike Huey ’54
Dennis Kellar ’54
Ronald H. Baney ’55
James W. Didier ’55
James R. Hahn ’55
Don S. Howarth ’55
Lawrence L. Park ’55
Virginia M. Larke Biehl ’56
Donald Godfrey ’56
Alexander J. Homer, III ’56
Young Whan “John” Kim attendee ’56
Gerry L. Mayer ’56
Norman E. “Buddy” Walker attendee ’57
Thomas J. Conlin ’58
Fredrick W. Immer ’58
Mary Jane Beck Larsen ’58

1960s
Robert Weinburger ’60
Carlene Ann Fernstrum Saxton Higley ’61
Robert L. Streadwick ’61
William F. Wilson ’61
Joan E. Wilson ’61
Mary “Mert” McKim Paton ’62
James M. Grashaw ’63
David “Cameron” Canton McInally ’65
Bonnie J. Mancour Lynch ’68
Scott L. Wallgren ’68
Shirley Ford Lindley ’69
James T. “Jack” Roslund ’69

1970s
Gregory W. Anderson ’70
Douglas J. Nikkila ’73

Friends of
the College
Maurice S. Byrne
Barbara Byrne
Kristen King Calkins
Marian Horowitz
Sally Robbins Hahn
Frederick Hough
Robert David Leas
Cunard Weldon Moseley
Reba Murray
Alan Ott
Scott Sheldon
Thomas W. Ward
Dorothy “Dottie” Wassenaar
Cristina Misha Duchaump

1980s
Nancy Hawkins Nawrocki ’80
Scott E. Beasecker ’83
Mark Matuszewski ’84

1990s
Mary A. Rawn ’92
William Ray James, III ’99

Former Faculty and Staff
Avis Betty Lilian Pyscher
Natalee Gager Stoner
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Tell us what’s new!

The Tartan and your friends want to know what you are doing these days. Please
send your news about promotions, honors, appointments, graduation, marriages,
births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old Alma College
photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos. If you would like former classmates
to contact you, include your contact information. Submit your news online at alma.edu/alumni-notes.

Steve Engel ’62 has been in rehab
the last two years, suffering normal
pressure hydrocephalus, but reports
he is back to his old self now after
once being close to death and
would love to hear from classmates.
He now lives at a senior living
facility at 3875 Yorktowne Blvd.,
Apt. 2214, Port Orange, FL 321296051 and can also be reached at
sengel14@icloud.com.
Robert VanEvery ’64 celebrated his 50th wedding anniversary
on Nov. 22. He is continuing his
fifth year of work on the school
board of West Village Academy
charter school, a part of the Central
Michigan University Center for
Charter Schools.
Dennis Lynch ’66 is sad to announce Bonnie Mancour Lynch
’68 passed away on April 10. The
couple had celebrated 50 years
of marriage the previous Dec. 27.
“The memories of the times we had
and the friends we met still brought
her joy!”
Graydon Clark ’68 has been a
volunteer — reading to first-grade
classes, building foam gliders with
second-grade classes and operating
a cigarette smoking machine for
third-grade classes — after retiring
in 2004 with 30 years in elementary
education. “It’s great fun!”
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Jane (Richards) Springer ’69
attended Alma College through her
sophomore year and ended up graduating from Illinois College. She has
lived in the San Francisco Bay Area
for the past 45 years and is a retired
elementary school teacher.
Tom Cameron ’70 has enjoyed
volunteering at the Belding Museum
and Wings of Mercy in Zeeland since
his retirement as a public school
superintendent. He also sits on the
board of the Greenville Area Aviation
Association and enjoys flying his
aging Piper Cherokee.
Richard Thurston ’71 was
re-elected to a second term as
town supervisor of Wappinger, N.Y.,
in a landslide victory in November.
He was nominated on both the
Democratic and Republican
party lines.
Thomas Anthony ’72 and
wife Denise celebrated the birth
of two grandsons in September
2019, Anthony Dibello and Charles
“Charlie” Jackson. Anthony joins big
sister Hayley in Daytona Beach, Fla.,
and Charlie joins big sister Harper in
Kenosha, Wis.
Duncan MacKenzie ’74 married
Bethany Jane (Wright) MacKenzie on
Dec. 28, 2019, and moved to a new
home in Charlotte, North Carolina, on
Jan. 26, 2020. He is fully retired after
41 years in the oil industry.

Russell Rock ’76 and wife Jeanine
Centuori recently dedicated their
new public artwork, “View Finder,”
in Irvine, Calif. The 14-foot-tall
sculpture contains conical viewing
devices with vignettes of service
members and aircraft from the
site’s former inhabitant — El Toro
Marine Air Base, now the Great Park
of Irvine.
Marianne Britt Duvendack ’77
and her three children are picking
up their lives and continuing a
family tradition of giving back to the
community following the passing
her husband of 36 years, Tom,
on Easter Sunday 2019. She was
appointed as a board member of
the Ohio Buckeye Trail Association.
“Come hike with us,” she said, “and
if you’re doing the North Country
Trail, you’ll be within shoutin’ distance of my house.”
Rick Schellhammer ’80 has
scratched two more items off his
bucket list on the same day: As of
Nov. 1, he retired from Consumers
Energy in Jackson and relocated to
Fort Myers, Fla., to begin the next
chapters of life and travel with his
lovely wife, Lori.
Susan L. Hillman ’81 completed
her third sabbatical from Saginaw
Valley State University in fall 2019,
working on two research projects
regarding the quality of education
and teaching in India.

Emily Havelka ’12 is currently
the corporate communications
leader for Detroit-based architecture and engineering firm HED
and plans to begin the Executive
Master of Business Administration
program at the University of
Notre Dame Mendoza College of
Business in fall 2020.
Kendall Jackson ’12 and
Samantha (Perrin) Jackson
’13 welcomed their first child,
Kayden Scottie, to the world on
Jan. 12, 2020.
Sarah Baker Jome ’85 retired
from international student advising (immigration and culture) in
May 2019 after almost 29 years,
most of which was at Illinois State
University. After completing an
English as a Second Language
certificate, she is now teaching ESL
and loving it.
Teri McDowell Ott ’94 was
recently promoted to dean of the
chapel at Monmouth College in
Illinois, after serving nine years as
chaplain. Her husband, Dan Ott,
is also at Monmouth College as an
associate dean and professor of
religious studies. They have two
children, Isaac, 12, and Ella, 10.
Sean Williams ’98 and Laura
Williams ’00 announced their
eldest child made his college
decision and will be a future Scot.
“Welcome Logan Williams, class
of 2024!”
Betsy Pilon ’03 was named
to the board of directors for the
Newborn Brain Society, and
planned to speak at the American
College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists’ 2020 Conference in
April on how physicians can best
support families affected by hypoxic ischemic encephalopathy (HIE).
Jonathan Behring ’05 and
Leigh "Erica" Behring ’06 welcomed their second son, Benjamin
Behring, on May 2, 2019. Big brother William adores him.

Jeff LaPorte ’05 and his wife
Heather welcomed their second
daughter, Alana Grace LaPorte,
on Jan. 27, 2020. Big sister Evelyn
loves her new baby sister.

Anthony Sabatella ’12 served
as a speaker at the 2019 Net
Impact Conference, hosted at the
TCF Center in Detroit, on Oct. 25,
2019.

Jessica Millis ’06 received an
“Employee of the Year” award for
her work as a writing lab district
supervisor at Pensacola State
College in July 2019. One of her
short stories was also published
in the Emerald Coast Review in
November 2019.

Stephen Schlaack ’13 completed his Master of Business
Administration degree from
Michigan State University, with an
emphasis in supply chain logistics,
in April 2020.

Ashley Sawatzke ’06 successfully defended her dissertation at
Texas Tech University on March
25. She planned to graduate in May
with a doctorate in theatre history
and acting/directing.
Josh Shattuck ’08 and wife
Michelle announced the birth of
their second child, Hazel Louise
Shattuck, on March 7, 2020.
Devon Anthony ’09 accepted
a new challenge and made a shift
in her career to Morningstar as
the sales and customer success
talent development program
manager, following 10 years with
Northwestern Mutual. She remains
in Chicago and has been enjoying
her new role since November.
Diana (Walton) Wallace ’09
and her husband Mike Wallace welcomed their first child, Thatcher
Joseph Wallace, on Feb. 6, 2020.

Alora Adams ’15 is, as of Dec. 2,
the curator of the Choctaw Nation
Museum in Tuskahoma, Okla. She
is incredibly honored to be in the
position and cannot wait to continue working to preserve the history
of her tribe.
Emily (Brogan) ’15 and Jason
Vanderhovel ’10 tied the knot in
December 2019.
Kaitlin Renner ’16 is currently working for Fiat Chrysler
Automobiles as the recall business
manager. “I learned so much at
Alma that has helped me advance
my career!”
Alexander Hall ’17 and Heidi
Michael ’17 celebrated their first
wedding anniversary on Sept.
23, with a trip to Washington
D.C. The couple met at their first
Introduction to Physics class
and are both currently medical
students at the A.T. Still UniversityKirksville College of Osteopathic
Medicine in Kirksville, Mo. ❖
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The Tartan Magazine is published for
alumni, students, parents and friends of
Alma College. Please recycle this magazine
and pass it on to a prospective student.

Do you know a student who
might be a great fit for Alma?
Alumni, faculty, staff members, current students, parents
and friends of the college can refer a friend or relative
to Alma College. If the student enrolls, they are eligible
to receive a $1,500 Referral Award each year (up to four
years) — in your name!

Learn more at

alma.edu/refer
Did you know that you can
also refer a career or
internship opportunity for
Alma College students? Call the
Center for Student Opportunity
at (989) 463-7147 or go to
alma.edu/career-referral to share
the information or help create an
internship in your organization.
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