THE
T TH
H E E MMAG
A G AAZIN
Z I N EE O
OFF ALM
A L MAA COLL
C O L LEEGGEE

SPRING ❖ 2020

‘OUR TIME IS NOW’ • ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP • SCOTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

THE

M AGA Z I N E
EDITORS
Melinda Booth ’02
Mike Silverthorn

DESIGNER
Lori Block

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Steve Jessmore
Taryn Wegenke ’14

CONTRIBUTORS
Jeff Abernathy
Sydney Bossidis ’20
Viki Everhart
Ashley Tupper
Laura von Wallmenich

PRINTER
McKay Press

WE WELCOME YOUR FEEDBACK.
PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO:

Melinda Booth
Alma College
614 W. Superior St.
Alma, MI 48801-1599
or e-mail:
boothml@alma.edu

MISSION
The Tartan is published for
alumni, parents, students and
other friends of Alma College.
This issue also can be found
online at alma.edu/tartan.

Alma College’s mission is to prepare graduates who think
critically, serve generously, lead purposefully and live responsibly
as stewards of the world they bequeath to future.

ON THE COVER
Proposed rendering of the M.J.J. Smith (Academic) Hall of
Fame within the future Learning Commons, the centerpiece of
the Our Time is Now campaign. Inspired by one of the most
legendary professors in Alma College history, it will serve as a
place to document stories about Alma’s life-changing impact.

The restored Wright Leppien Opera House, located
at the corner of Superior and State streets in
downtown Alma, was dedicated in October 2019.
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OUR TIME IS NOW: THE CAMPAIGN
FOR ALMA COLLEGE

The comprehensive $120 million fundraising effort
celebrates the impact Alma College has had on
generations of alumni and focuses on two vital
capital projects that are essential for meeting the
needs of current and future students.
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corner of Superior and State streets features
15,000-square feet of commercial retail space on the
property’s ground level and apartments for 39 Alma
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The newly launched Hospitality and Event Service
Program offers overnight campus accommodations,
wedding venues, personalized event planning and
superior guest service.
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Amanda Harwood and her students are testing the
feasibility of using activated carbon to reduce the
bioavailability of DDT in contaminated soil.

Alma students design a genetically enhanced
probiotic to treat a form of heart disease — a project
that earned a silver medal at an international
competition that challenges students to create new
applications of synthetic biology.

Alma’s 2019 alumni award recipients are active in
environmental causes, recruit prospective students,
organize reunions, serve their communities and
examine global attitudes on immigration.
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Reflections on the
Opera House Journey
In October 2019, the restored Wright Leppien Opera House Block was dedicated,
completing a project that I’ve been dreaming about since I came to Alma. What a
rewarding conclusion to almost 10 years of planning and whole-hearted collaboration with campus and community partners!  

RENOVATING AND REPURPOSING A HISTORIC STRUCTURE

The 55,000-square-foot Opera House block was originally constructed in 1879 by
lumber baron Ammi Wright. When it opened, the first floor was prime retail space.
The second floor ballroom became the town’s meeting place and a venue for theatrical productions, concerts and lectures; the third floor housed offices for local
businesses. Over the years, the building served the community in other ways, with a
succession of community organizations and businesses leasing the space.
Shortly after my June 2010 arrival in Alma, I invited Ricardo Dumont, an architect
who specializes in forward-thinking campus master planning, to Alma. As we toured
the Alma College campus and walked through the downtown area, Ricardo pointed
to this beautiful historic building in the heart of downtown Alma and told me that the
college needed to get involved in the renovation and repurposing of this lovely old
structure. He identified it as a project that would enhance connections between the
college and the local community. At the time, that seemed like an interesting longterm goal. But I had other priorities to focus on.
However, fate intervened in October 2010 when the Opera House caught fire. The
building blazed for hours despite the efforts of eight regional fire departments to
quench the flames. Remarkably, although the interior was gutted, the exterior of the
building remained structurally sound. Ammi
Wright had built a fire wall that prevented
the spread of the flames, and the exterior
walls had been constructed with foot-thick
bricks. Kurt Wassenaar, an investor with local
roots, purchased the Opera House block
and saved it from imminent demolition with
a vision to redevelop the building true to its
original character and integrity. In 2013, the
Alma Opera House Block was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places.
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After several challenging years of
trying to move the project forward,
ownership of the Opera House block
transferred to Alma College in 2017
and, in collaboration with the City
of Alma, the college announced a
redevelopment plan to restore the
building. The plans included modernizing the retail spaces on the first
floor, renovating the second floor
ballroom to once again provide a
venue for campus and community
events, and transforming the upper
floors into apartments for Alma
College students.
In addition to a $1.5 million grant
from the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation, generous
donors provided more than $6.5 million in philanthropic support with
a lead gift by the Leppien family of
Alma, Michigan.

was a workshop for local community leaders called Leading Change,
Building Community: An Initiative
for our Community. This meeting
jump-started a series of conversations to create a shared vision for
the economic development of Gratiot
County. These open and honest
discussions about our strengths and
challenges are essential.
I am excited about this enhanced
collaboration with the community.
We enjoy a positive and mutually
beneficial relationship and I know
that Alma College is better and stronger because of that relationship. I
look forward to the next steps in this
important partnership. ❖
— JEFF ABERNATHY,
PRESIDENT

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP
INITIATIVES CREATE A VISION
FOR ALMA’S FUTURE
I firmly believe that the future of Alma
College is irrevocably intertwined
with our local community. The Opera
House project offers just one example
of how college and community collaborations are essential to the health
and progress of our region as well as
that of the college. The first meeting
in the renovated Opera House space
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“

The recent announcement of the
public phase of this campaign
marked a historic and inspired
response to President Abernathy’s
compelling vision for our
college. We are astonished by the
phenomenal, unparalleled level of
philanthropic support generated by
this effort. We reflect on our early
successes with deep gratitude for
the leadership, generosity and vision
of so many alumni and friends.
Yet our work is certainly not
finished. We find ourselves at a
defining moment in the history
of our beloved institution. The
“Our Time is Now” campaign is
galvanizing the college community,
and we must stomp on the gas pedal
and finish what we started for the
sake of our students, our faculty
and staff and our community. There
has never been a more important or
impactful moment to invest in the
future of Alma College. Now is our
moment to shine. Please join us.

”

— MATT VANDENBERG ’02

VICE PRESIDENT FOR
ADVANCEMENT

THE COMPREHENSIVE $120 MILLION
FUNDRAISING EFFORT CELEBRATES THE IMPACT
ALMA COLLEGE HAS HAD ON GENERATIONS OF
STUDENTS AND FOCUSES ON TWO VITAL CAPITAL
PROJECTS THAT ARE ESSENTIAL FOR MEETING
THE NEEDS OF CURRENT AND FUTURE STUDENTS.
Alma College has embarked on the most ambitious comprehensive
fundraising effort in the school’s 133-year history.
“Our Time Is Now: The Campaign for Alma College” seeks to raise
$120 million by June 30, 2021 to enhance the endowment, strengthen
programs and modernize facilities.
“Alma College’s timeless values, family-oriented culture, personalized
approach, outstanding academic programs and extraordinary people
have transformed students’ lives for more than 130 years,” says
Alma College President Jeff Abernathy. “This campaign — our most
ambitious, by far — ensures that future generations of students enjoy a
transformative Alma experience and gain the skills and knowledge base
they need to thrive in today’s complex, fast-paced world.”
Alumni and friends of the college have already committed more than
$105 million during the campaign’s quiet phase. The college’s previous
campaign, “Open Windows,” concluded in 2009 after raising a thenrecord sum of $37.3 million.
“We are astonished by the phenomenal level of philanthropic support
generated by this effort, and we reflect on our early progress with deep
gratitude for the leadership, generosity and vision of so many,” says Matt
vandenBerg, vice president for advancement and external relations.
The primary focus for the public phase of the campaign is the
completion of two vital capital projects. Specifically, the campaign seeks
$22 million to transform the current library into a dynamic new Learning
Commons and $2 million to modernize and refurbish Dunning Memorial
Chapel, the campus icon.

8

Completed projects
During the quiet phase, donors enhanced the college’s
endowment by establishing 29 new named, endowed
funds and fortifying dozens of existing endowed funds.
An additional 170 individuals created enduring legacies
at Alma by including the college in their estate plans.
Funds raised during the campaign’s quiet phase also
have completed 11 major priorities and other projects,
including:
• The Gerstacker Science and Technology Suite,
an interdisciplinary, collaborative research space
located in a previously empty courtyard of the
Dow Science Center.
• The glass-enclosed addition to the Hogan Center
housing the Hatcher Wrestling Room and
Sherman Strength and Conditioning Facility.
• Construction of Greek scholar houses for Delta
Gamma Tau, Zeta Sigma and Tau Kappa Epsilon.
• Reconstruction and renovation of the Wright
Leppien Opera House Block in downtown Alma.

Learn more

alma.edu/campaign

FEATURES

Exceptional gifts
During the quiet phase of the
campaign, the college secured many
of the largest commitments in its
history, including 28 gifts of at least
$1 million. Included in those totals
is the single-largest gift in Alma
College history, an anonymous $8
million commitment that supports
a range of priorities, including the
endowment, select programs and
the Learning Commons.
The Hogan Center is named in
honor of R.G. and Helen Kempf
Hogan, who met as students at Alma
College in the 1920s. Their son,
Jim Hogan, made a $4 million
gift to support the Hogan Center
and to establish the Hogan Scholars
Program, a signature leadership
and learning experience for
exceptionally talented students.

Gunda Kaiser, Alma’s

longtime professor of Spanish,
taught more than 2,200 students
and guided 144 Spanish majors
through their academic careers.
Kaiser was a major proponent of
Alma’s performing arts programs
and of international experiential
learning. Her endowed gift
of nearly $4 million supports
students engaged in such
activities in perpetuity.
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Lynne Sherwood, a longtime
trustee of Alma who passed away
in 2016, made a $1 million gift
to the Learning Commons and a
gift of more than $3 million to the
endowment for a commitment
totaling more than $4 million.

Priority capital projects
LEARNING COMMONS
This signature philanthropic initiative of the campus calls for a
complete transformation and modernization of Alma College’s
library to meet the needs of current and future students.
Our vision: A glass structure that serves as the hub of campus
activity providing versatile, open spaces for learning, socialized
dining, collaborating and living. The Learning Commons will
include a café, open performance area, classrooms and study
rooms, reading spaces, amphitheater, the Center for Student
Opportunity, digital media center and book collections.

DUNNING MEMORIAL CHAPEL
Constructed in 1940, the chapel is the quintessential icon
of Alma College, named in honor of Dr. John Wirt Dunning,
a 1904 graduate and the only Alma alumnus to become
president of the college. The building hosts weddings, worship
services, daily choir rehearsals and a variety of student and
community events.
With age and extensive use, the chapel requires modernization
and a range of cosmetic fixes. On the most basic level, the
chapel is still very much a 1940s church building, with pews
that are screwed into the floors and a layout that makes student
activities difficult to accommodate. The basement is no longer
set up to accommodate students but is broken down into
small administrative spaces and conference rooms that aren’t
conducive to student needs.
The campaign seeks to bring the chapel into the 21st century.
Improving the usability and flexibility of the chapel will enable
the facility to become a valuable and distinctive instrument of
campus spiritual life.

MJJ SMITH HALL OF FAME
Located in the Learning Commons, the MJJ Smith Hall of Fame
will celebrate the accomplishments of Alma’s most prominent
and successful graduates. The concept of the Hall of Fame is
inspired by MJJ Smith, one of the most legendary professors in
Alma history.
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The restoration of the
Alma Opera House
Alma College and Alma community leaders
gathered on Oct. 8, 2019, to officially dedicate
the renovated Wright Leppien Opera House
Block, restoring a community landmark
constructed 140 years ago by the 19th-century
businessman and civic leader Ammi Wright.
Joining Alma College President Jeff Abernathy
and Alma Mayor Greg Mapes in downtown
Alma for the ribbon-cutting were members of
the Leppien family, whose leadership gift provided philanthropic momentum for the Opera
House restoration.
“John, Cleo, Stephanie and Jeff Leppien have
been extremely dedicated, generous and
visionary in their support of this restoration,”
said Abernathy. “In honor of that generosity
and vision, we are pleased to officially name
and dedicate the Wright Leppien Opera
House Block.”
The restored 55,000-square-foot building on
the corner of Superior and State streets features 15,000-square feet of commercial retail
space on the property’s ground level and
apartments for 39 Alma College students on
the second and third floors.
The building also features performance, event
and gathering spaces for community activities
such as conferences and receptions.
“One year ago, we stood in this space and
dreamed about how the city and the college
could work together to invest in Alma and
enrich the lives of everyone in our community
by reclaiming and restoring this amazing
building,” said Abernathy. “That day has
arrived. I thank all the individuals and businesses who made a gift to help make this
a reality.”
Mapes acknowledged his personal connection to the Opera House; his grandfather had
a store on the street level, and he is a past
owner of the building.
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Other named spaces were announced:
• The Opera House ballroom was dedicated
Zimmerman Hall in acknowledgement of a gift
from the estate of Joseph J. Zimmerman ’61 in
honor of his late parents, Joseph G. and Helen
J. Zimmerman.
• The Ginna Holmes and C. Jeffrey Holmes MD
Lobby, a second-floor pre-function space.
• The Colina Family Lobby, the first-floor front
lobby off Superior Street.
• The Rollin M. Gerstacker Lobby, also on the
first floor.
• The Glenn ’83 and Patricia Granger Student
Activity Room, a second-floor student lounge.
• The Avalon & Tahoe Mfg. Study, a secondfloor study area.

“What a difference a year makes,” he said. “The students
have moved into their apartments and are living and shopping downtown. The first-floor retail spaces are filling, and
I’m excited for these businesses to begin contributing to
the economic health and vitality of our community.”
Constructed in 1879, the Alma Opera House Block was gutted by fire in 2010. The building was saved from imminent
destruction when engineers discovered its foundation still
sound, and plans were developed to renovate the structure
true to its original character and integrity. Ownership transferred to Alma College in December 2017. Construction
began earlier in 2019.
The project was funded entirely by community and college
benefactors. In addition to a $1.5 million grant from the
Michigan Economic Development Corporation, donors
provided more than $6.5 million in philanthropic support.
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Experience some

Alma hospitality
THE ALMA COLLEGE HOSPITALITY AND EVENT SERVICES
PROGRAM OFFERS OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS,
WEDDING VENUES, PERSONALIZED EVENT PLANNING
AND SUPERIOR GUEST SERVICE.
From an updated keyless entry system to the bowl of fresh fruit that is always
available in the lobby, the Smith Alumni House — and everything under the
Hospitality and Events Services umbrella — offers a guest experience that is
modern, personalized and cozy.
“Our goal is to provide an excellent first impression of Alma College,” says
Ashley Tupper, hospitality and events coordinator. “Whether they are here for
an overnight stay, a wedding, or a conference, I would like all our guests to feel
right at home when they are on campus.”
The college’s hospitality offerings have grown since the Smith Alumni House
first opened its doors to guests in 2000. The Hospitality and Event Services
Program now includes a menu of overnight accommodations and wedding,
memorial, family and corporate event services.
The program welcomes a wide range of guests, including alumni, prospective
students, community members, families and other travelers each year.

BE OUR GUEST
Located on the corner of Philadelphia and Superior streets, the Smith Alumni
House has four guest rooms, each with a private, attached bathroom. Guests
also have access to use the first floor kitchen and living room. The Meyer
House, a two-bedroom bungalow, is located one block from the Smith Alumni
House and offers private accommodations including a full kitchen, dining
room and living room.
The online reservation system provides an option to add special touches — like
a snack basket or day pass to the Stone Recreation Center — to an overnight
booking. Seasonal dining and recreation packages — including a partnership
with the Pine River Country Club — draw guests to the mid-Michigan area.
A variety of campus spaces are also available for weddings, receptions,
bridal showers and rehearsal dinners. The Dunning Memorial Chapel seats
350 guests and has become a sought-after wedding location.
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When not in use for academic and student purposes, Alma’s more
than 50 classrooms, lecture halls, performance spaces and conference
rooms offer a unique solution to companies and organizations planning
their next conference or event. “This summer we hosted a wonderful
event in the Art Smith Arena to celebrate the commissioning of the
DTE Energy Pine River wind park,” says Tupper. “Hundreds of people
who otherwise might not know much about Alma College had the
opportunity to experience our beautiful campus.”
The recently completed renovation of the historic Wright Leppien
Opera House Block in downtown Alma adds more than 9,000 square
feet of event space, expanding Hospitality and Event Services offerings
and supporting the economic vitality of the local community.  ❖

— MELINDA BOOTH ’02

Smith Alumni House: a home with history

EVENTS THAT MAKE AN IMPRESSION

Approx. 1894 – President August
Bruske purchases land from James
Lancashire, son-in-law of Ammi
Wright, and has a home built.

1917 – The Board of Trustees
purchases the home from Bruske.
Presidents Blaisdell and Crooks lived
in the home until the president’s
house was built in 1927.

1982 – The house is renovated and
renamed the Kirk International Center,
which includes student housing and
the International Education Office.

Alumni receive a

10% DISCOUNT
on the best available rate
on all overnight accommodations
and on space rental fees for
weddings or other events

1999 – Following another renovation,
it becomes the Smith Alumni House,
named for Art ’38 and Carra Jones
Smith ’42 (pictured above).
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2020 CAMPS

ALMA COLLEGE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
2019-20
Eric P. Blackhurst ’83, chair
Darryl G. Schimeck ’82, vice chair
Karen M. Magnuson ’78, secretary
Thomas K. Andison
Erika K. Powers Appelt ’91
Karen M. Asner ’89
Brian E. Bartes ’87
Carol J. Burns
Robert G. Cramer ’88
Charles A. Deacon ’80
David A. Devine ’90
Stephen C. Falk ’72
Deborah Lynch Fitzgerald ’93
Douglas B. Gross ’77
Mark J. Hall ’78
Greg Hatcher ’83
Cardell D. Johnson ’02
Burt R. Jordan ’89
Ann Randall Kendrick ’78
David P. Larsen ’84
Stephen F. Meyer ’80
Edward K. Osowski ’87
Elizabeth D. Parkinson ’84
Diane Postler-Slattery
Carolyn E. Schultz ’84
Bryan K. Segedi ’81
Kim Taylor ’83
Russell C. Youngdahl Jr. ’75
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Come learn, grow and play at Alma College this summer!
Students from elementary to high school can choose
from camps focused on arts, science, leadership, service,
athletic, cheerleading, leadership — and more.
Check out camps like:
• Global Challenge
• Plaid Serves
• Choral Conducting Camp
• Summer Dance Intensive

For a complete list, including
dates and descriptions, visit

alma.edu/camps.

Rethinking Repair
E

ach year, as the graduating class
passes through the gauntlet of
professors, my colleagues and I
think with hope and excitement about
the futures that lie before each new
proud Alma alumnus. Sometimes,
though, what the future holds is an
unexpected tragedy — a life cut short.
This was the case when, in 2014,
Monica Rentfrow ’08 passed away
from complications from a surgical
procedure. She left behind a grieving
family, her partner Roy, and the
manuscript for a collection of poetry
called Rethinking Repair.
Now, in June of 2020, that manuscript
is being published by Finishing Line
Press, thanks to the efforts of family
and faculty who were determined
to ensure that Monica’s unique
perspective on life would endure.
Monica was many things — a
wordsmith, a lover of hats and
ukuleles, a devoted sister and
daughter, and a ponderer of questions
big and small. Monica was also born
with dwarfism, and, as she noted
herself in her foreword, her poetry

was deeply intertwined with her
identity as a Little Person.
Most of the poems in her manuscript
either “lean on a precise moment
when dwarfism […] has influenced
the emotion or outcome of a
situation,” or “illuminate moments
when dwarfism has had absolutely no
direct influence on my experiences.”
The title itself addresses this division
in her life, referring at once to the
physical ‘repair’ of her own body
and to the everyday repairs of
relationships. In the first two stanzas
of the titular poem, she conveys how
this concept of repair became a way
of understanding herself and her
experience:

Most kids cannot
understand the logic of the
world: repairs are necessary
for the broken
I knew at eight
a body always can be dealt
with, as if a connoisseur
composed by pain

Alternately serious and humorous,
Monica’s work is unflinching and
fierce in its confrontation with how
her condition shaped her and her
relationships. Through them all there
is a powerful affirmation of human
courage, laughter and family.
“The world lost this spirited,
optimistic young poet,” former U.S.
Poet Laureate Ted Kooser noted,
“who was just getting a start on what
would have been a significant literary
life.” Monica studied with Kooser
during her time as a graduate student
at University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
The manuscript was developed as her
thesis project for her Master in Fine
Arts degree in creative writing.
The posthumous publication would
not have been possible without the
efforts of Charles A. Dana Professor
Emeritus of English William Palmer,
who prepared the manuscript and
guided it through the submission
process. Sydney Morris ’10 reached
out to Professor Palmer and me on
behalf of the family, and set this
process in motion. However, the
greatest credit for this publication
is due to Monica’s mother, Tracie
Massar, and step-father, Ed Massar,
who believed that Monica’s work
mattered and wanted to ensure her
words would live on. ❖

— LAURA VON WALLMENICH
Associate Professor of English
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Hands-on filmmaking
ANTHONY COLLAMATI’S SHORT FILM, ‘BASE CAMP,’
PRODUCED WITH A CREW THAT INCLUDED ALMA
COLLEGE STUDENTS, MADE ITS WORLD PREMIERE
AT THE NOTABLE FANTASTIC FEST FILM FESTIVAL.

A woman with social anxiety finds a
mountain climber frozen to death on
her lawn in the middle of summer in the
Detroit suburbs.
That’s how the story begins in Base
Camp, a narrative short film directed
by Anthony Collamati and assisted
by Alma College new media studies
students. Fantastic Fest, recognized
as the largest genre film festival in the
United States, presented the film’s world
premiere during its 15th annual festival
in Austin, Texas, in September 2019.
“I’m honored and
thrilled that Fantastic
Fest accepted
Base Camp,” says
Collamati, associate
professor of new
media studies at Alma
College. “You put in
so much time and
effort to create a film,
but it never feels like
it’s finished until you
find an audience.”
Collamati directed the 21-minute film.
Colleague David Haynes, English instructor at Indiana Academy for Science,
Mathematics and Humanities, was producer/writer. Alma College’s Stephany
Slaughter, associate professor of Spanish
and a documentary field producer, was
the associate producer.
The film’s professional cast and crew
were international in scope and included
Nordisk Film Shortcut, a postproduction
house based in Copenhagen, Denmark,
and Australian sound designer Frank
Lipson, whose movie credits are extensive and notable.

‘ENTHUSIASM, ENERGY, EFFORT’
Filming took place over five summer
days in 2017. Collamati brought along
then-Alma College students Zachary Baker
’18, Zachary Bosley ’20, Joe Harrison ’20,
Zachary Kribbet ’18, Tavyon Richardson
’18, Brianna Yaroch ’17 and Yuanyuan
“Maggie” Zou ’17 to experience a live film
set and assist as needed. Many of them
used the experience to launch into professional careers.
“Our set location was a strange old house
in the middle of Pontiac,” says Collamati.
“The set was like a ‘base camp’ for the cast
and crew. And it was great to have students
be a part of it.”
Richardson worked with the sound crew.
Yaroch was a digital imaging technician.
Baker served as second assistant director,
while Zou was the wardrobe supervisor.
“I try to integrate students with professionals in the industry,” says Collamati. “To put
them on an actual set during filming is a
hands-on experience I can’t match in the
classroom. The students always come away
with new enthusiasm and new skills.
“I don’t know how many other liberal arts
schools do this, but special opportunities
like this get at the heart of Alma’s mission,”
he says. “We offered Alma students the
chance to collaborate on a professional
film set, but the students gave the film their
own gift — their enthusiasm, energy and
effort. I can’t thank them enough.”
Base Camp is Collamati’s second short
film involving Alma students. His first,
Break My Bones, won “Best Thriller” at the
Hollyshorts Film Festival in 2016 and “First
Place in Cinematography” at the Rhode
Island International Film Festival. ❖❖

— MIKE SILVERTHORN
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Lizard robots
BIOLOGIST DAVE CLARK AND HIS STUDENTS SUCCESSFULLY
EMPLOYED AN INTERACTIVE ROBOT THAT RESPONDS TO THE
IMMEDIATE ACTIONS OF LIVE LIZARDS IN THEIR HABITAT ON
THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS.
Animal robots have become effective tools in the study of animal communication. For several years, Alma College biologist Dave Clark has used
realistic-looking robots in his research on the Galapagos lava lizard,
a small ground lizard unique to the islands.
Until now, the robots were programmed to act in a predetermined fashion
unaffected by the response of a real lizard. In his newest study, Clark and
his students successfully employed an interactive robot that responds to the
immediate actions of a live lizard.
“Our research confirms that scientists can use robotic stimuli to interact with
these animals, to communicate with them and even manipulate their behavior,
which in turn furthers our understanding of how lava lizards respond to each
other in their natural habitat,” he says.
An example of lava lizard behavior is observed in male contests for access
to reproductive females. In these confrontations, the males assess each
other while avoiding dangerous fighting that can lead to injury. The males
perform head-bobbing displays where the lizards respond to each other in
reciprocal fashion.

DYNAMIC BACK-AND-FORTH ENCOUNTERS
“In our study we used a realistic lizard robot as a stand-in for a contestant in a
simulated encounter,” says Clark, who conducted his study in natural habitat
on the Galapagos Islands. “The robot responded to the live lizard depending
on what the live lizard was doing. There was a dynamic back-and-forth.”
Clark observed how the lizard reacted if the robot immediately responded
or delayed response to a head bob by the real lizard.
“If the robot’s response was immediate, the live lizard would escalate its
response — as the lizard responds, the robot responds — a feedback loop,”
says Clark. “If the response was delayed by 30 seconds, the live lizard
slowly decreased its response time. The lizard didn’t see a delayed
response as a real threat.”

FIRST INTERACTIVE ROBOT
PLAYBACK
The interactions were recorded by
video using two cameras — one focusing on the robot lizard, the other on the
live lizard — for analysis.
The adult male-sized robot bodies were
hand-carved from wood and secured
with eyelets to a pushrod and servomotor that controlled the robot displays.
Latex limbs and tail were glued to the
wooden body, which was covered with
a high-resolution photo, scaled to lifesized proportions, of an adult male. The
robots are connected to a computer
that controls their actions.
Michaela Austin ’18 and Isabella
Centurione ’20 assisted Clark with his
research. Austin traveled to the Galapagos Islands with the research team
and helped run the field experiments.
Centurione was responsible for scoring
and analyzing the videos.
“To our knowledge this is the first interactive robot ‘playback’ experiment with
lizards,” says Clark, the Charles A. Dana
Professor of Biology. ❖❖

— MIKE SILVERTHORN
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Taking technology abroad

“I LEARNED THAT STUDENTS DO HAVE THE POWER AND ABILITY TO MAKE POSITIVE CHANGES
IN THE WORLD. WE HAVE A DUTY TO NOT SIMPLY TALK OR LEARN ABOUT ISSUES, BUT ALSO
TO INNOVATE AND CREATE SOLUTIONS TO THE ISSUES THAT WE ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT.”
— AUSTIN BARAJAS
“We often talked about social
issues and felt that we needed to
take action and start a project with
purpose,” Austin says. “We explored
different ideas, and eventually, based
on the resources available to us
and our skills, landed on providing
technology to schools. This led to
the creation of Five North.”

I

n July and August 2019, Austin
Barajas and a team of students
traveled to Ghana to install 550
computers in 25 schools as part of
The Five North Project. The main
goal was to provide disadvantaged students access to reliable
computers.
“Many schools in West Africa
teach computer education on
a chalkboard,” says Barajas,
an Alma College senior from
Holland, Mich. “Teachers will
meticulously draw diagrams or
use written materials to explain
how a computer functions or how
to use a computer. The purpose
of The Five North Project is to
provide resources to schools so
that their students can have handson experience with technology
that will make learning about
computers easier.”
Barajas is one of the founders for
this project, which started in April
2018, along with Madelynn Carter
and Roland Amarteifio from the
University of Michigan.
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The organization obtains used
computers from corporations,
businesses, schools and
organizations in West Michigan as
they are being phased out. The
Five North Project receives its
funding from business competitions,
donations and optiMize, a studentled organization at the University
of Michigan.
The team that traveled to Ghana
included the three founders along
with Alma College student volunteers
Thomas Anglin, Millersburg senior;
Garrett Heaney, New Baltimore
senior; Maria Ruedisueli, Marshall
junior; and Lea Ziolkowski, Bruce
Township senior; as well as Amy
Schartner. The Alma students were
supported by funding from the
Posey-Global Leadership Fellows
Program.
Their mornings would begin at
6 a.m. with breakfast before loading
computers and equipment into
a vehicle to travel to that day’s
two-to-three schools to distribute
the materials. A few hours were
spent at each location setting up
the technology and working with
teachers and administrators.
The team would return to their
headquarters around 6 p.m. for
dinner and preparing for the next
day. During the evenings, they

provided fun activities for the local
children, like movies on a projector
or playing with glow-sticks.
“We were pleasantly surprised by
the enthusiasm of the entire community at many of the places we
visited,” says Barajas. “We were
aware that the school administrators
were looking forward to receiving
computers, but it was very neat
to see the excitement of parents
and students.
“The trip itself took months of
planning, and there were a lot of
moving parts involved in making
it happen,” says Barajas. He was
mentored by Mike Jaeger — a Peace
Corp volunteer who served in West
Africa and was one of Austin’s high
school teachers — and Alma College
Professor Derick “Sandy” Hulme.
Jaeger and Hulme used their own
experiences in West Africa to help
prepare Barajas for complications
he might encounter, such as difficulties with the shipping container not
being released right away.
“I learned that students do have
the power and ability to make
positive changes in the world,”
says Barajas. “We have a duty to
not simply talk or learn about
issues, but also to innovate and
create solutions to the issues that
we are passionate about.”
In addition to being the president
of The Five North Project on Alma’s
campus, Barajas is the treasurer of
student congress, a resident assistant, and serves on the Alternative
Break executive board. After graduation, he plans to pursue a Master of
Business Administration degree.  ❖
— SYDNEY BOSSIDIS ’21
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SCIENTISTS ASK: Can activated
carbon clean the environment?
AMANDA HARWOOD AND HER STUDENTS ARE TESTING THE
FEASIBILITY OF USING ACTIVATED CARBON TO REDUCE THE
BIOAVAILABILITY OF DDT IN CONTAMINATED SOIL.
A full range of activated carbon
consumer products have proven
effective in purifying water, air,
foods and pharmaceuticals.
Environmental scientists believe
activated carbon also can be used
to address ecological risks
Alma College faculty researcher
Amanda Harwood, assistant professor of biology and environmental
studies, and her students are testing
the feasibility of using activated
carbon to reduce the bioavailability
of DDT — an environmentally toxic
compound originally developed as
an insecticide — in contaminated
floodplain soil near St. Louis, Mich.
The research is part of a pilot
study funded by the Environmental
Protection Agency and is part of
Harwood’s ongoing environmental
research with the EPA.
“When soil is contaminated by
chemicals that are harmful to the
environment, the first question that
emerges is how do we get rid of it,”
says Harwood, who teaches classes in biology and environmental
studies. “One way is to dredge or
remove the soil, along with the trees
and vegetation. But there are problems with that method, and
it’s costly.”

PINS AND MAGNETS
Instead of removing the soil,
Harwood is testing a remediation
method that potentially decreases a
chemical’s bioavailability — a term
that refers to the degree and rate at
which a substance is absorbed into
a living organism.
“Just because a chemical is present in the soil does not mean it’s
available to be absorbed by animals
or other living organisms,” she
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says. “Instead of removing soil, can
we reduce the bioavailability of a
toxic pollutant so that animals can’t
absorb it, or absorb less of it?”
Harwood explains the concept using
the example of pins and magnets. If
you drop pins on the floor, you can
step on them and hurt yourself. But
if you add magnets, the pins attach
to the magnets. The pins weren’t
removed, but they are no longer
available to hurt you.
The same principle applies to
Harwood’s research.
According to Harwood, chemicals
that are bound tightly to soil particles are less available to living
organisms, such as earthworms. But
some chemicals are loosely-bound,
which means animals can absorb
the chemicals and be exposed to the
pollutant’s toxic effects. One way to
determine if a chemical is bioavailable is to measure the concentration
of that chemical in the tissue of
animals or plants that have been exposed to contaminated soil.

FIBER AND CARBON
For their study, Harwood plans to
use a passive sampling technique
called Solid Phase Microextraction
(SPME) using fibers to measure the
concentration of pollutants that are
available to animals.
“Why use SPME fiber? It doesn’t
require the use of animals and is less
labor intensive,” says Harwood. “We
put the fiber in packets, deposit the
packets in the soil, then collect them
later to measure the DDT concentrations in the fiber.”
Soil samples from the contaminated site will be taken and analyzed
to determine the bioavailability of
the DDT in the soil. Then activated
carbon will be added to the soil, and

bioavailability will be remeasured
using earthworms and SPME at six
and 12 months.
“We add activated carbon because
DDT binds tightly to activated
carbon,” says Harwood. “Instead of
removing DDT from the soil, we are
using the carbon to reduce DDT bioavailability and make the pollutant
less available for animals to absorb.”
The study will determine the effectiveness of activated carbon for
reducing DDT bioavailability, and if
using SPMEs is effective for long-term
monitoring.
“We hope to provide remediation
without excavating the soil, digging
up trees or putting animals at risk,”
says Harwood. “If our research proves
successful, we will be one of the few
colleges or universities in the country
training undergraduate students in
this method.”

PROMOTING PLANET HEALTH
Nichole Pelletier, an environmental studies senior from St. Charles,
will assist in the study as part of her
senior capstone project.
“Pollution and contamination are
global issues that impact all species
inhabiting this planet,” says Pelletier.
“Understanding bioaccumulation in
organisms when assessing certain
contaminates can provide insight as
to how an ecosystem may be impacted by pollution.
“My passion for this field lies in
promoting the health of our planet,
whether through research or through
pushing to modify legislation,” she
says. “This research is critical to my
education and career goals after Alma
College.” ❖❖

— MIKE SILVERTHORN

Prescription for health
ALMA STUDENTS DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT PHYSICAL ACTIVITY PROGRAMS DESIGNED
TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF ADULTS WITH CHRONIC HEALTH CONDITIONS.

U

p to 25 Gratiot County
adults are receiving fitness
assessment and exercise
training from Alma College student
trainers during the 2019-20 school
year as part of the Mid-Michigan
District Health Department’s
Prescription for Health project.
Prescription for Health is an initiative
in which health care providers refer
patients to the nutrition education
program at the St. Louis Farmers
Market and to the community
exercise program at Alma College.
The MMDHD received a $49,500
grant from the Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Michigan Foundation to
increase the number of participants
in both programs.
Alex Montoye ’10, assistant professor
of clinical exercise physiology,
oversees the community exercise
program. His students develop
and implement physical activity
programs designed to improve the
health of adults with chronic health
conditions.

“We do pre- and post-tests that include blood pressure, heart rate
and cholesterol levels, plus fitness assessments,” he says. “Our goal
is to improve the overall health and fitness of individuals from underrepresented populations who do not have access to other programs.”
The students spend two to three hours per week with their clients,
complete pre- and post-testing, keep a weekly log of training, and write
exercise prescriptions using American College of Sports Medicine
(ACSM) guidelines that include aerobic, resistance training and flexibility
exercises tailored to the goals and health needs of each individual.
“I’m really excited about this program,” says Montoye. “Students in this
class have positive things to say about the skills and confidence they
gain working with program participants. To partner with the health
department provides further benefit to our students and impacts our local
community. It’s a very rewarding win-win situation.”
Among those who successfully completed the Community Adult Fitness
class is Rachel Brown ’18, who now serves as wellness coordinator
for PACE Central of Central Michigan. She implements restorative care
programs for elderly patients.
“I highly recommend the Community Adult Fitness class; it had a positive
impact on my career,” says Brown. “I learned a lot, like noticing when
someone is fatigued before they fall, and balancing aerobic and strength
exercise. Dr. Montoye talked about how to work with the elderly, and that
was helpful for the position I now have.” ❖❖

— MIKE SILVERTHORN

“The Community Adult Fitness
course provides hands-on, practical
experiences that translate into job
skills,” says Montoye, who teaches
in Alma’s integrative physiology and
health science (IPHS) department.
“Our students learn how to assess
a client’s medical history for
identifying risk associated with
exercise. They learn how to interpret
a client’s level of physical fitness
related to exercise tests. And they
monitor individualized exercise
training programs.
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Digitized history
SCOTT DEXTER WAS AMONG A TEAM OF SCHOLARS
THAT DIGITALLY PRESERVED THE EXTENSIVE DIARY OF
A 19–CENTURY ACTOR, MAKING IT ACCESSIBLE TO
STUDENTS INTERESTED IN U.S. HISTORY AND CULTURE.

H

arry Watkins was a 19th-century
American actor and playwright
who kept a diary from 1845 to
1860. He wrote nearly every day,
describing the books he read, the
events he experienced and the people with whom he worked. He also
discussed his experiences at political
rallies, temperance and women’s
rights lectures and meetings of fraternal organizations.
The diary offers rare access to
the mind, habits and lifestyle of
a hard-working actor seeking
professional recognition and social
respectability during the years prior
to the Civil War.
Scott Dexter, Alma College professor
of computer science, was among a
team of scholars including editors,
technologists, transcribers, proofreaders and designers that digitally
preserved the diary, making it available to students interested in U.S.
history and culture.

“Theatre historians were aware of
the Watkins diary because it was
cited in other people’s writings in the
1930s, which begged the question:
Where can this diary be?” says Dexter.
“Amy Hughes, one of the project’s
co-editors, traced it to the depths of
Harvard’s theatre archives where it
was sitting in an unlabeled dusty box.
“This leading actor from before the
Civil War, not famous except for his
diaries, wrote about the trials and
tribulations of being an actor and also
offered observations about the state of
the nation,” says Dexter. “These were
invaluable primary source writings that
needed to be preserved.”
Dexter served as technology director
for the project, which ultimately
produced both a printed book and
a digital edition. “The Harry Watkins
Diary: Digital Edition,” hosted by the
University of Michigan Libraries Digital
Collections, allows readers not only to
engage Watkins’ sizable manuscript —
more than 1,200 pages in 13 volumes
— but also to search the entire text for
specific terms and subjects.
The project drew national recognition. Dexter and his co-investigators
received the ATHE-ASTR Award for
Excellence in Digital Theatre and
Performance Scholarship, jointly sponsored by the Association for Theatre
in Higher Education and the American
Society for Theatre Research. The
award is given to scholars who demonstrate innovation and rigor in the use
of electronic/digital media for disseminating knowledge about theatre and
performance.
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“My job was to do the technical
stuff,” says Dexter, who joined Alma’s
computer science faculty in 2019.
“The challenges were significant. We
had 1,200 digital scans of handwritten
pages and 20 people spanning four
college campuses working on them

Photo of Harry Watkins,
courtesy of Houghton Library,
Harvard University

simultaneously. How do we keep
track of different versions while ensuring we follow rigorous standards for
editing documents?
“My role was to inject structure to
support our work and to provide
technical assistance in representing
the information in a digital format,”
he says.
Co-editors Hughes (University of
Michigan) and Naomi J. Stubbs
(LaGuardia Community College)
developed processes for transcription
and verification, while Dexter created
a Drupal-based workflow tool that
also serves as the project’s public
web site. During the publication stage,
Chris Powell (University of Michigan
Library) worked with Dexter to create
the user interface.
Dexter describes himself as a computer scientist who seeks collaborations
and connections in the humanities
and social sciences.
“This project is an example of the
kind of work I pursue in the digital
humanities,” says Dexter, who has
a Ph.D. in computer science and
engineering from the University of
Michigan. “My scholarship, in general,
focuses on how computer scientists
can engage with scholars in the
humanities and other disciplines to
think about computing and address
problems. My most satisfying projects
are collaborations.”  ❖

— MIKE SILVERTHORN

‘Plaque Attack’
ALMA STUDENTS DESIGN
A GENETICALLY ENHANCED
PROBIOTIC TO TREAT A
FORM OF HEART DISEASE,
A PROJECT THAT EARNED
A SILVER MEDAL AT
AN INTERNATIONAL
COMPETITION THAT
CHALLENGES STUDENTS TO
CREATE NEW APPLICATIONS
OF SYNTHETIC BIOLOGY.

T

he newly formed Alma College
iGEM team, competing for the
first time at an international
synthetic biology competition in
Boston, came home with a silver
medal for a project that uses genetic
engineering to treat heart disease.
The acronym “iGEM” stands for
International Genetically Engineered
Machine. The non-profit iGEM
Foundation sponsors the annual
iGEM Giant Jamboree that brings
together more than 6,000 participants to explore and create new
applications of synthetic biology.
Alma’s student team presented
“Plaque Attack,” a project that
sought to develop a counteracting bacterium to degrade
Trimethylamine, or TMA, which
promotes plaque formation in
arteries. The team designed a
probiotic bacterium that contains
TMA-degrading enzymes.
“Eating a lot of red meat can lead
to TMA accumulation, which is
a risk factor for atherosclerosis,
a type of cardiovascular disease
that occurs when arteries become
inflamed, plaques are formed and
blood flow is restricted,” says Devin
Camenares, assistant professor of
biochemistry and iGEM coordinator.
“The team designed a genetically
enhanced probiotic that degrades
TMA before it is absorbed into the
bloodstream.”

The annual iGEM competition
challenges students to reprogram
a living system to produce a useful
behavior and solve a real-world
problem. Beyond the technology,
jamboree participants are evaluated on teamwork, responsibility,
entrepreneurship, safety and more.
Gold, silver and bronze medals are
given to projects that fulfill certain
requirements.
“Teams are required to create a
website, develop a poster and
give an oral presentation,” says
Camenares. “On stage, in front of
more than 100 people, sophomore
Madison Hibbs, Whitmore Lake;
junior Kaleb Ramon, Mt. Pleasant; and senior David Viguilla,
Roscommon, gave a 20-minute presentation and answered questions
from the judges.
“One of the reasons our project
stood out is that the students did
excellent work for the outreach
component, in which team
members consulted with experts
in the field and with educators
on how to use synthetic biology
in high schools to promote STEM
education,” says Camenares.
Participating students described
the iGEM Jamboree and the
competition preparation as a
“once in a lifetime experience.”
“My experience at the jamboree
was awesome,” says Ramon. “It felt
great to be able to represent Alma
College in such a positive way and
to be able to receive such a good
reception from those who judged
the outcome of our overall project.
I’m glad I was able to be a part of
Alma’s first-ever team, and I plan
to continue to do my part to help
this amazing program grow.”
The iGEM Club, an Alma College
student organization, formed

in fall 2018 to assist with campus
outreach, team-member recruitment,
fundraising and brainstorming for
project ideas.
“To be recognized by the judges and
earn a silver medal is an achievement
that I truly will never forget,” says
Viguilla. “It was an honor to be a part
of such an innovative extracurricular
experience, and I know in the near
future that Alma’s team will be a
driving force in the development of
synthetic biology in Michigan. This is
only the beginning, and I am excited
to see the awesome projects that
future iGEM participants at Alma will
come up with.”
The competition promotes
collaboration across academic
disciplines — from the sciences to
new media studies. Students use their
presentation, website management
and design skills to demonstrate how
science matters locally and globally.
“This experience taught me how to
work with peers who are in different
fields toward a central goal,” says
Whitney Miller, who was the team’s
graphic designer. “Being a part of
iGEM has been essential to my future
as a graphic designer. It also was
surreal that my work was seen by
thousands of people from all over the
world at the jamboree.”
Camenares joined the Alma faculty
in 2018, and one of his roles is to
help develop the interdisciplinary
iGEM team.
“I’m proud that our very first iGEM
team earned a silver medal at the
competition,” says Camenares. “No
other Midwest team earned a gold
medal, leading us to favor the phrase
‘Best in the Midwest.’ I am excited
about the prospects of building
on this success for next year’s
competition.”  ❖

— MIKE SILVERTHORN
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SCOTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

The 2019 Alma College Alumni Awards
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD

Antje Newhagen ’67
EDUCATOR, ENVIRONMENTALIST,
PHILANTHROPIST

The Distinguished Alumni Award recognizes graduates who
bring distinction to Alma College through their professions,
set strong examples for others, and serve their communities.

ABOUT ANTJE NEWHAGEN ’67:
• Retired. Residence in California.
• Served as director of publications and communications at
Altera Corporation, a semiconductor company in Silicon
Valley that was bought by Intel in 2015.
• Taught English at Santa Clara University and Corning
Community College.
• Enjoys hiking, both in the mountains of California and
other places.
• Alma major: English.
• College activities: RA, student assistant in the German
Department, worked in the cafeteria and library, was captain
of the tennis team, and was a member of Alpha Theta sorority,
International Club, Literary Club and Women’s Honorary.

WHY DID YOU ATTEND ALMA?
From serving on the Board of Trustees to supporting
international environmental causes, Antje Newhagen ’67
has devoted her life to education, service, leadership,
conservation and philanthropy.
Originally from Germany, Antje served on the Alma College
Board of Trustees from 2004-13 and was named trustee
emeritus after stepping down from the board. In 1999, she
and her husband Paul established the Newhagen Endowed
Scholarship, which has supported more than 20 Alma College
students since its inception. In 2018, Antje and Paul offered
a leadership gift for the new collaborative science and
technology suite in the Dow Science Center.
The Newhagens also are active in environmental causes.
They have worked with GeoHazards International to retrofit
schools in Nepal to make them earthquake-safe. They also
engaged with the American Himalayan Foundation for many
years, supporting Tibetans in Tibet and in exile, restoring
monasteries in Nepal and Bhutan, and stopping the trafficking
of girls in Nepal.
Another main focus of the Newhagens has been the protection
of open spaces and critical habitats in their home state of
California through the Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST).

“I came to Alma College in 1964 as a foreign student from
Germany. It seemed like a big adventure at the time.”

WHY HAVE YOU STAYED INVOLVED?
“I’ve always tried to keep informed about what was happening
on the Alma campus. I served on the Board of Trustees, and we
established an endowed scholarship fund. I stay involved because
the changes and challenges occurring in higher education in
general, and at Alma College in particular, have always been of
great interest to me.”

MEMORABLE MOMENTS AS A STUDENT:
“There are two that come to mind right away. 1) On the day I
graduated, an Alma trustee said to me, ‘Now you have reached the
bottom rung of the ladder.’ I countered with great protest. Little
did I know that I had arrived at the beginning of the beginning. 2)
In tennis, beating Calvin by a match point after a three-hour match
and a long string of match points.”

ADVICE TO NEW STUDENTS:
“This is your time to discover what you are good at. Be curious.
Get as much exposure to the liberal arts as possible, not only to
the subjects required by your major. Make friends, have fun.”

SMITH DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Brian “Cheech” Churchill ’80
REUNION ORGANIZER,
COMMUNITY LEADER
The Smith Distinguished Service Award is presented
annually to a graduate who believes in Alma College and
has assisted with student recruitment, provided career
steps through internships or employment, or visited the
campus to attend events, speak to a class, or serve on a
college council or board. This award is named in honor of
Art ’38 and Carra Jones ’42 Smith.

ABOUT BRIAN CHURCHILL ’80:
• Retired after 36 years with Consumers Energy, mostly in
Jackson, Mich.
• Helped organize several Alma College alumni golf outings
and other ventures.
• Working on the committee to plan the Class of 1980
40th-year reunion.
• Hobbies: babysitting his grandchildren, playing Bingo
with his mother at her retirement community, taking long
walks and horseracing.
• Alma major: business administration.
• College activities: track and field, intramural sports, the
Zeta Sigma fraternity and Saga garbage line worker.

WHY DID YOU ATTEND ALMA?
“Alma recruited me to run track and had the nicest campus.
I visited and heard nothing but great things from people that
went there.”

WHY HAVE YOU STAYED INVOLVED?
“It is very important for me to stay close with our best friends
from Alma College.”

MEMORABLE MOMENTS AS A STUDENT:
“When I asked Linda Jean Frederick to attend the 1977 Alma
homecoming dance with me and she said yes. The rest is
history.”

ADVICE TO NEW STUDENTS:
Brian “Cheech” Churchill ’80 has promoted Alma
College behind the scenes for more than 35 years. He
has coordinated several alumni reunions, including a
multi-year reunion that brought more than 300 alumni to
campus. He also was a member of the committee that
helped design and raise funds for the new Zeta Sigma
fraternity house. He has mentored numerous students
and alumni in the greater Jackson, Mich., area.

“Get involved with clubs and activities, including sports,
Greek Life, band, theatre, student government or wherever
your interests lie. This will make college life fun and fulfilling.
Any leadership roles you have in college greatly prepares
you for the real world. Life isn’t a spectator sport.”

He also supports causes in his community. He led the
reunion to honor Sam Sheehy, who was the director
of the Auburn Heights Boys’ Club from 1957-72. He
served on the committee that established the Sports
Hall of Fame at Avondale High School in Auburn Hills.
In addition, he is a reading mentor at Frost Elementary
School in Jackson.
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GEORGE HEBERT AWARD

Sabrina Gross ’79
ALMA AMBASSADOR,
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER
The George ’20 and Bess Brown ’18 Hebert Distinguished
Service Award is named in memory of the 1920 and 1918
alumni whose love of Alma College and work on behalf
of the institution was an inspiration to all alumni. The
award is presented to alumni for their loyalty and service
to Alma College and the Alumni Association.

ABOUT SABRINA GROSS ’79:
• Retired from careers in software sales and managing projects
that included software installations and customizations.
• Board president of the Ann Arbor Thrift Shop, a nonprofit that
raises funds for emergency needs, including housing, in the
Ann Arbor area.
• Board member of the Ecology Center of Ann Arbor and is
particularly committed to volunteer work collecting water
samples for ECCSCM (Environmentally Concerned Citizens
of South-Central Michigan), a nonprofit that works to inform
and document CAFO (concentrated animal feeding operation)
pollution in the watershed.
• Alma major: chemistry.
• College activities: student jobs as an RA and for Saga food
service and the Student Health Service. Memberships in the
Biology Service Club (Tri-Beta), Alpha Theta sorority and
honorary academics.

WHY DID YOU ATTEND ALMA?
“After a visit to Alma, I was impressed with their strong interest
in me. It was the only college that followed up with phone calls
and took the time to find out what I was interested in. I knew that
I wanted to study the sciences, and I was impressed with the
investment that Dow had made in the labs.”

WHY HAVE YOU STAYED INVOLVED?
“Years before I attended Alma College, generous alumni made
it possible for me to attend by funding scholarship assistance
and contributing to building a thriving campus. I realized after I
graduated that the best way to honor those alumni that helped me
earn my college degree would be to ‘pay it forward’ and attempt
to match their honorable actions.”
Sabrina Gross ’79 promotes the Alma Ambassador
program and serves as Alma’s lead Ambassador for
Admissions. An active volunteer of her time and expertise,
Sabrina spends countless hours communicating,
strategizing, writing, calling and conversing with alumni
and prospective students. She attends homecoming and
special events for prospective students.
In addition to her work for Admissions, she assists
the Center for Student Opportunity’s efforts in career
development through job referrals, speed interviews and
hosting, alongside her husband Doug, current students
traveling to Ann Arbor.

MEMORABLE MOMENTS AS A STUDENT:
“I loved getting outdoors, whether it was going to The Bog (the
Alma College Biological Station), or enjoying the open spaces on
campus. I have vivid memories of crossing the campus en route
to Van Dusen Commons (cafeteria), laughing about a shared
experience that day, and looking up to see a vivid winter sunset
behind the chapel.”

ADVICE TO NEW STUDENTS:
“Stick around on the weekends. Get outside and explore midMichigan. Make as many friends in the other years around you,
as they will be wonderful sources of advice. Write down your
aspirations and refer to that list often.”

SCOTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

YOUNG ALUMNI AWARD

William Allen ’08
GLOBAL AUTHORITY ON MIGRATION
The Young Alumni Award is presented annually to
recent graduates following through on the values of
Alma College while attaining a high level of professional accomplishments and exemplary volunteer or
other public service.

ABOUT WILLIAM ALLEN ’08:
• Alma’s first recipient of the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation
Graduate Fellowship
• Earned master’s and doctorate degrees at Oxford
• Alma major: Program of Emphasis in social policy; minors in
economics and music
• Student Barlow Award recipient
• College activities: Student Congress, Orientation Committee,
bass/baritone in Alma Choir and Scots on the Rocks, member
of Alpha Phi Omega and Sigma Chi.

WHY DID YOU ATTEND ALMA?
“Initially, I came to Alma for its excellent music and arts programs
— I was planning to major in music or fine art — and had previously
spent time on campus as part of a high school summer program.
The faculty were not only friendly and supportive, but also
willing to invest their time and knowledge through teaching. That
combined with the small class sizes and unique Spring Term
offerings made me feel like I could thrive and explore.”

WHY HAVE YOU STAYED INVOLVED?
“I hope my involvement signals that Alma graduates can be as
globally competitive as those from other leading liberal arts
institutions, thanks to their access to exceptional international
experiences and leadership development on-campus and beyond.
And, I would love to be part of the story of another Alma graduate
from Oxford in the future!”
William Allen ’08 is a global leader in international
migration research and fieldwork. Currently, he is
a Fellow in Political and Development Studies at
Magdalen College, University of Oxford, as well as
a researcher at Oxford’s Centre on Migration, Policy
and Society. In these roles he leads research looking
at global attitudes and policymaking on immigration,
as well as how media shapes them. His work has
been used by the International Organization for
Migration and has appeared in popular press such
as The Economist and The Financial Times.
Before joining Magdalen College, he worked at The
Migration Observatory at Oxford, which is the UK’s
leading independent organization that informs debate
about migration using research evidence and data. This
involved advising members of Parliament from across
the political spectrum, as well as translating research
findings for journalists and charitable foundations.

MEMORABLE MOMENTS AS A STUDENT:
“Spring Terms abroad to Ecuador, Mexico and Europe were some
of the most formative experiences I had while at Alma. They
opened up the possibility of living and working in another country,
while also showing me how my classroom learning had practical
applications to real-world challenges.”

ADVICE TO NEW STUDENTS:
“At the end of your time as an undergraduate, what do you want to
be able to say about your Alma experience? A mentor posed this
question to me during my first year. It helped me think broadly
and deeply about my priorities, as well as identify which resources
on campus could help me achieve them. Relatedly, if you have
questions or concerns about your growth as a student and as a
person, please talk with a trusted advisor or faculty member. They
want to help you develop to your fullest potential, but can only do
so if they know what is going on!”
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ATHLETIC NEWS

Sarah Dehring named
athletic director

Following a national search, Sarah Dehring has been
named Alma’s new athletic director.
Dehring served as interim athletic director for five
months. She joined the Alma athletics staff in 2010
as head women’s volleyball coach and became the
senior woman administrator in 2013.
“Sarah has led with integrity and enthusiasm since
joining our college community,” says President
Jeff Abernathy. “Her commitment to continuous
improvement and to an excellent student-athlete
experience make her the right choice for this
important role. I look forward to our work together.”
Dehring holds a Bachelor of Science degree in
elementary education from Ferris State University
and a master’s degree in higher education
counseling from Lakeland College (now University).
As athletic director, she will oversee the overall
development and administration of the Alma College
intercollegiate athletics program. “It is an incredible
honor to be named the next director of athletics at
Alma College,” says Dehring. “The Alma College
campus community is a special place that I love to
call home. I have had the opportunity to work with
some of the best in the business over the past few
years in athletics administration and will continue
to bring that education and those resources to grow
and develop Alma College Athletics.”

Dance team earns Gold Bid

The Alma College dance team earned its second
consecutive Gold Bid to the National Dance
Association (NDA) National Competition at the
NDA College Camp at the University of Louisville,
qualifying them for the National Championship in
Daytona Beach, Fla. in April 2020.
Alma finished first in the Team Dance competition
— a routine containing jazz, pom and hip-hop that is
learned, customized and competed in less than
48 hours. They were also awarded Most Collegiate
by the staff for the first time in program history.
The Alma College dance team won the NDA
Division III Team Performance Championship when
competing in this section for the first time in April
2019 in the program’s second year competing.
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SAVE THE DATE

Fall
highlights
• In his second year as head
coach, Jason Couch ’97 led
football to a 6-4 finish, a fourgame improvement from their
2018 record. The Scots secured
wins over Albion, Kalamazoo,
and defending conference
champion Trine, all of which
they lost to the previous year.
• Women’s soccer went 10-6-1
in Meghan Gorsuch’s second
season as head coach and made
it to the MIAA Tournament for
the first time in three years.
• Men’s basketball senior guard
Ryan Stevens of Lowell, Mich.
became the program’s alltime assist leader with 421 in
his career in a 95-71 win over
Wisconsin-Stout in November.

Tartan Talks Webinar Series:
Lunch time learning with Alma
Join us for Tartan Talks, a series of continuing
education webinars designed for alumni, parents and
friends of Alma College seeking personal enrichment
or professional development on a range of topics.

Past Tartan Talks include:
•

See what’s next! Register for a

Tartan Talk at alma.edu/tartantalks.

•
•
•

THC and CBD, the ABCs of Cannabis and Cannabinoids,
Presenter: Jennifer Yirsa Weston ’94
Top Ten Estate Planning Mistakes, Presenter: Rob Longstreet ’92
Getting the Right Things Done, Presenter: Jason Paradowski ’94
Financial Fundamentals, Presenter: Josh Brehm ’06
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Celebrating

the lives of our friends

Alan J. Stone
Alan J. Stone, president of
Alma College from 1988 to
2000, died in October 2019
in Arizona, where he lived
in retirement with his wife,
Jonieta. A memorial service
was held Oct. 11, 2019, at
Pinnacle Presbyterian Church
in Scottsdale, Ariz.
Alma College experienced significant change and growth
under Dr. Stone’s leadership. Enrollment increased from
1,000 to 1,400, the endowment grew from $37.7 million to
$124 million, faculty increased from 62 to 87, technology
was developed, and campus expanded with several new
buildings, including the Oscar E. Remick Heritage Center
for the Performing Arts, which opened in October 1993.
The Alan J. Stone Center for Recreation, which opened
in 2001, was named in his honor following his retirement
from Alma.
Prior to his Alma presidency, Stone served as president of
Aurora University, Aurora, Ill., from 1978 to 1988. Earlier in
his career, he was an assistant professor of social science,
associate professor of history and director of admissions at
George Williams College.
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Many Alma College alumni responded to the
Facebook announcement of his passing with warm
remembrances:
• “Such a kind man and couple.”
• “Dr. Stone was such a good man; he and Jonieta
were such wonderful mentors to me and showed
me such kindness.”
• “The Stones were so benevolently instrumental in
so many of our lives.”
• “His influence on the college will be felt for years
to come.”
• “I remember eating dinner at the president’s house,
and he was so welcoming and funny.”
Dr. Stone also is remembered for asking officials at 480
liberal arts colleges and universities in 1997 to boycott
the peer assessment survey of the U.S. News & World
Report college rankings. At the time, the “academicreputation vote” accounted for 25 percent of each
college’s final position in the U.S. News rankings. His
national leadership on the issue prompted national
headlines, including several stories in the Chronicle of
Higher Education, and raised awareness of potential
bias in college rankings methodology. ❖

Do you know
a student who
might be a great
fit for Alma?

ALUMNI BOARD
President
Krista Schroeder Ried ’94
Vice President
Dave DeLine ’11
Secretary
Mark Kraft-Strong ’08

Alumni, faculty, staff members, current
students, parents and friends of the
college can refer a friend or relative
to Alma College. If the student enrolls,
they are eligible to receive a $1,500
Referral Award each year (up to four
years) — in your name!

Michael Altman ’80

Learn more at

Bert Dugan ’61

alma.edu/refer

Tom Anthony ’72
Hugh Brenneman ’67
Leslie Burgess ’85
Samantha Coykendall ’15
Laurie Eccles DeYoung ’04
Jeane Cook Dugan ’64
Mark Gadzinski ’84
Ronda Guimond ’96
Alexandria Cnudde Huntoon ’11
Samantha (Perrin) Jackson ’13
Mary Kushion ’85
Zabrina Santiago Lindsay ’87
Barbara MacPhail Lumsden ’76
Lisa Anne (Tomei) Mithen ’84
Blake Padget ’15
Emily Weston Parker ’01
Amy Pratt ’04
Eric Sanko ’97
Mary Skinner Sexton ’68
Marc McKenzie Stanley ’98

Did you know that you
can also refer a career or
internship opportunity for
Alma College students?
Call the Center for
Student Opportunity at
(989) 463-7147 or go to
alma.edu/career-referral
to share the information or
help create an internship
in your organization.

Kristin Swihart ’96
Susan Latham Timoner ’85
Steven Whetstone ’04
Matthew Yettaw ’15
Laura Morley Zuidema ’96
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Tell us what’s new!

The Tartan and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days.
Please send your news about promotions, honors, appointments, graduations,
marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old Alma
College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos. If you would like former
classmates to contact you, include your contact information. Submit your news online to: www.alma.edu/alumni-notes.

Ruth ’52 Colsell and John
recently celebrated their 65th
wedding anniversary. Ruth is one
of the “Rose Girls” — Ruth and her
sister Peggy Rose Kleckner were
twin majorettes on campus.

Cynthia Hawkins ’72 lives in
Kailua, Hawaii, with her daughter
Jane Lee Travis Banning ’06
and her husband Brendan where
she cares for her grandson Barret
William Banning. Future Scot?

Carol Cummings ’55 still
dances — both square and ballroom
— five times a week. After traveling
to 10 countries, she is trying to
decide on #101. She lives eight
months in Florida and four months
in North Carolina. She would love
to hear from fellow Alma friends:
email eugenejutzner@aol.com.

Craig Wesley ’72 was an invited
speaker at the Chinese Consulate in
New York City in celebration of the
10th anniversary of the SUNY China
150 Project. While there he enjoyed
meeting with his former students
from Sichuan Provence and State
University of New York colleagues.

Richard Hamilton ’60 writes,
“I have an Alma College centennial
commemorative plate 1886-1986
(10-inch diameter). Make me an
offer and it is yours.”
Rebecca Walton ’63 loves
recalling her time at Alma and
with friends Kay Colgan ’63,
Fran Henne Garb ’63 and
Judy Geisler Watts ’63. Her
mother, Helen Logan Walton
’32, and daughter, Barbara Logan
McCarty Clauer ’94 and her
husband Chris Clauer ’94, also
value their Alma experience.
Terri Babcock Pease ’71 retired
following a long career in higher
education. She and husband Rocky
now split their time between the
deserts and mountains of Southern
New Mexico.
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Jim Daniels ’78 co-edited a new
anthology, RESPECT: The Poetry
of Detroit Music, published by
Michigan State University Press.
He writes, “We’ve created a Spotify
playlist so readers can listen along
to the music that inspired the
poems.”
David Wallace ’80 is an assistant
prosecuting attorney in Huron
County and also is involved with the
Michigan Association of Treatment
Court Professionals (MATCP),
recently elected as the treasurer. He
was recognized by the Prosecutor’s
Association of Michigan and MATCP
with the Jeff Sauter Award as the
outstanding prosecutor for the year
working with treatment courts.
Clay Stroup ’81 retired in 2017
from Farm Bureau Insurance and
has since started a maple syrup
business tapping trees. He and
his wife Linda enjoy traveling and
spending time at their cottage on
West Twin Lake in Lewiston, Mich.

JulieAnne Gawel-Glass ’86
reports that she lost her spouse,
Davis H. Glass, from “all toosudden, fast progressing cancer” on
Aug. 7, 2019.
Jill Lewis ’87 was presented
with the Executive Director Legacy
Award by the Southeast Michigan
Land Conservancy Board of
Directors at the organization’s
Picnic at the Farm event in
September 2019. She has served as
executive director for more than
10 years.
Christina Goodno ’92 plans to
return to China to teach English
and develop educational products.
She enjoyed the earlier years
as a respiratory therapist, sleep
technician and CPAP specialist.
Rich Gray ’94 was promoted
to director of Mission Payloads
Business Unit at General Dynamics
Mission Systems, Scottsdale, Ariz.
Sondra Cox Keckley ’97 has
earned tenure at Bakersfield
College in Bakersfield, Calif., after
four years as a full-time, tenuretrack faculty member. She is a
professor, as a reference librarian,
and finds teaching at the college
level extremely rewarding.
Kelly Hon ’99 has joined Grand
Rapids-based Fleis & VandenBrink
as a senior project manager for its
Environmental Services Group.
Kelly has nearly two decades of
experiences leading and guiding
drinking water protection initiatives
for local units of government
throughout the state.

Members of the 1994
football team celebrating
their 25-year reunion.

Sarah Radtke Ostahowski ’04
was included in the On the Rise
Top 40 Your Lawyers Award by the
American Bar Association.
Arrua Keerl ’04 graduated with
honors from the University of
Southern California with a master’s
degree in social work.
April Kerby ’04 was promoted to
full professor in the department of
mathematics and statistics at Winona
State University, Winona, Minn.
Shannon Nystrom Klonowski
’05 and Ed Klonowski ’05
welcomed their second son,
Alexander Michael Klonowski, on
March 25, 2018. Big brother Edward,
who is three years older, adores his
little brother.
Mollie Smith ’07 and her husband
Alex welcomed their first child, a
daughter, Claire Elisabeth. She was
baptized with Godparents Sarah
Ellsworth-Thrubis ’07 and Jim
Thrubis ’07 in attendance.
Emelia Shroyer Hammond ’08
and Tim Hammond ’09 welcomed
a new baby in May 2019. Josephine
joins her big brother, Calvin, age 3.
The family lives in Eaton Rapids,
Mich. They work at Michigan
State University and Auto Owners
Insurance, respectively.
Austin Schaar ’09 was promoted
to the rank of major in the U.S. Army.
He has served as a dentist for the
past six years in the military.

Mallory Montgomery ’14
completed the requirements for
becoming a nationally credentialed
art therapist. She expanded the art
therapy program at Henry Ford Cancer
Institute to provide services for more
than 1,700 patients at three key cancer
treatment centers. She also partnered
with Wayne State University to train
counseling and art therapy graduate
students.
Bonnie Hamilton ’16 started her
Ph.D. in ecology and evolutionary
biology at the University of Toronto
in fall 2018. Her research focuses
on investigating the impacts of
anthropogenic stressors in arctic
ecosystems.
Jessica Bigelow ’17 graduated
from Clark University in August 2019
with a master’s degree in English and
moved to Bloomington, Ind., where
she is now pursuing a Master of
Library Science degree from Indiana
University with a specialization in rare
books and manuscripts.
Mika Obrecht ’18 spent her summer
working for the Ministry of Natural
Resources, Environment and Tourism
in Palau after completing her first
year of law school. She worked on
amending a current law and writing
regulations to make the country’s
tourism sector more environmentally
friendly. ❖

Kelly Pohlman ’11 started a threeyear orthodontic residency at the
Georgia School of Orthodontics.
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IN MEMORIAM
1940s

1950s

Mary Catherine Bell Shevrovich ’44 died Aug. 13, 2019.

Charles Martin ’50 died Sept. 25, 2019. Chuck worked in

Mary Catherine taught U.S. government and English at
Richmond High School. She was active in her church and
was an accomplished vocalist. She is survived by her
seven daughters and their families, 15 grandchildren and
11 grandchildren.

construction and land development and retired as a real
estate broker. Throughout his life he enjoyed travel of all
sorts, music, family and friends. Chuck is survived by his
six children, 20 grandchildren and 32 great-grandchildren.

Mary Tomes Stevens ’44 died Sept. 13, 2019. Mary taught

Georgia Military Academy and Alma College, where he
met his wife, Pat ’52. He spent his career working for the
Olofsson Corporation as president; and enjoyed golfing,
skiing, hunting, traveling with his family, and boating.
Al is survived by two daughters, two grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren

25 years for Clawson Public Schools. She loved quilting,
sewing, crossword puzzles and spending time with family
and neighborhood friends. She is survived by four children, 10 grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.

Jean Messecar Caldwell ’49 died July 13, 2019. After
Alma College, Jean began law studies at the University
of Detroit, moved to Oklahoma and graduated from the
University of Tulsa Law School. She later earned a master’s degree in theological studies. She is survived by six
children, six grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

Richard Scheanwald ’49 died Oct. 20, 2019. Dick
served in the U.S. Army during World War II as a Second
Lieutenant bombardier gunner in the Air Corps. He taught
at McBain Public High School for more than 37 years.
He enjoyed bowling and was a Detroit Tigers fan. He is
survived by his wife, four children, eight grandchildren
and a sister.
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Gustav “Al” Olofsson ’52 died June 11, 2019. Al attended

Patricia “Pat” Newburg Olofsson ’52 died Sept. 30,
2019. Pat met her husband, Al Olofsson ’51, at Alma. She
was involved in civic activities and participated in the
social and travel aspects of Olofsson Corporation. Pat was
a president of the Lansing Junior League and a member
of the Saint Lawrence Hospital Guild. She is survived
by her two daughters, two grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren.

Elton “Luke” Luckritz ’55 died Aug. 16, 2019. Luke

Dale Greer ’65 died July 2, 2019. Dale was a fifth-grade

served in the U.S. Army and retired from Fraser Public
Schools after more than 30 years of teaching. His many
hobbies included: oil painting, making duck decoys,
fishing poles, golf clubs, furniture and quilting. Luke is
survived by his three children and seven grandchildren.

teacher at Alma Middle School for 29 years. He was a
member of the Alma United Methodist Church and was
a volunteer with the Alma Fire Department for many
years. He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Barb
Loomis Greer ’61.

Jacalyn McAllister Smith ’56 died July 27, 2019.

Dail Prucka ’66 died July 6, 2019. Dail earn a master’s

Jacalyn met her husband, Ken Smith ’57, at Alma. She
taught kindergarten at Carrie Knause Elementary School
in St. Louis. She is survived by her three sons, eight
grandchildren, six great-grandchild and her sister.

degree in education and coached football, girls’ basketball, track and baseball during his 45 years at Jefferson
Schools, Monroe, Mich. He is survived by his wife, five
children, 13 grandchildren, three great-grandchildren
and his sister.

Kenneth Bennett ’57 died Sept. 12, 2019. Kenneth
served in the U.S. Navy for four years. He dedicated his life to teaching as a professor at Kalamazoo
Community College for 32 years. He is survived by
his wife, four children, three grandchildren and one
great-granddaughter.

Joan Willis Muller ’59 died Sept. 20, 2019. Joan
worked for many years for the State of Michigan in
the Department of Social Services. She is survived by
her husband, two daughters, nine grandchildren, 11
great-grandchildren, three sisters and her brother.

1960s
Lois Taylor Tawney ’60 died Jan. 22, 2019. She is survived by her husband Roger, two children, a son-in-law,
10 grandchildren, nine great-children, two brothers and
her sister. She was preceded in death by her daughter,
Sheila, in November 2018.

Kenneth Clay ’61 died Aug. 20, 2019. Ken was a founding employee of People’s Community Bank in Three
Rivers before joining the accounting department of
Armstrong. He was a dedicated golfer and was devoted
to the visual arts his entire life. He is survived by his
wife Joyce ’62, three children, and several nieces and
nephews.

Barbara Stewart ’62 died July 8, 2019. After Alma,
Barbara earned a master’s degree in education. She
worked for 37 years at Owosso Public Schools, in the
high school as an English teacher and in the middle
school as a librarian.

Martin “MJ” Bauer ’67 died Sept. 27, 2019. MJ served
in the U.S. Army and was stationed in Germany. He
worked as a milkman for Superior Dairy for 38 years
before retiring. He enjoyed tinkering in his barn,
snowmobiling, watching sports and going to tractor
pulls. He is survived by his wife, two children and three
grandchildren

James Ryckman ’68 died Aug. 9, 2019. James served in
the U.S. Army and was a veteran of the Vietnam War. He
had been an associate pastor at new Covenant Christian
Church and School in Lansing. He made an enormous
impact on the world for the Lord through his church,
the school and in his life. He is survived by his wife,
four children, a step-son, 13 grandchildren, his mother
and a brother.

Scott Vrooman ’69 died Feb. 15, 2019. He was a computer programmer for Church’s Lumber Yards, the City
of Detroit and the Detroit Pension System. Passionate
about photography, he was a world traveler and also a
bourbon connoisseur with a collection of over 100 varieties. He is survived by his wife Edith, his four life-long
chosen brothers, sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law, as
well as numerous nieces and nephews.

Candace Close ’69 died June 3, 2019. A native of
Sandusky, Ohio, Candace went on to earn her master’s
degree from Cleveland State University. In her early
career, she was a kindergarten teacher then went on
to become a social worker. She will be remembered
for how devoted she was to the care and benefit of the
handicapped. She is survived by a sister and brother.
→
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IN MEMORIAM
1970s
Mary Trimm Sensabaugh ’70 died May 27, 2019. Mary
taught in Walkerville, Reed City and Harrison schools.
She was active in 4-H and was a member of the Gaylord
First United Methodist Church. She is survived by her
husband, a son and a grandson.

Karen Stein Burgess ’70 died July 23, 2019. Karen
taught in many settings. She loved paper crafting,
watching hockey, all Michigan State University sports,
and was actively involved in her church. She is survived
by her husband, four children and five grandchildren.

Sally Ormsby Walker ’70 died Aug. 6, 2019. She
worked as an optometric assistant with three different
doctors for 30 years. She is survived by her husband,
Steven, a brother and a sister.

Donald Moore ’71 died July 12, 2019. A lifelong educator and coach, Don retired after 37 years at Three
Rivers schools as middle school teacher, assistant principal and district assistant superintendent. He enjoyed
biking and golfing, but most loved his time spent with
family. Don is survived by his wife Jodi, six children,
seven grandchildren, a brother and his mother-in-law.

Barbara Battin ’72 died May 6, 2019. Barbara was ordained in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in 1979 and
served six churches in Ohio, Illinois and Minnesota;
and as the interfaith campus minister at the College
of Wooster and at Sinclair Community College. She
worked with the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program
leading international travel study seminars and with
the International Peacemakers Program and Interfaith
Listening Project. She is survived by her husband
James Andrew Clay, her step-daughter, a brother, and
several nieces and nephews.

Robert Schwartz ’75 died Sept. 25, 2019. Robert
earned an MBA and worked in the food service industry for 42 years. He enjoyed skiing, golfing and boating
on White Lake and Lake Michigan. Robert is survived
by his wife, two children, two grandchildren, two brothers and several nieces and nephews.

Stephen M. Schleicher ’75 died Oct. 14, 2019 in
Naples, Fla. A former athletic director with L'Anse
Creuse North High School in Mt. Clemens, Steve was
inducted into the Alma College Athletic Hall of Fame
in recognition of his playing on both the Alma College
baseball and football teams.
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Berina “Binnie” Anderson ’78 died Aug. 3, 2019. A native
of Ithaca, Mich., Binnie was an inspiring art teacher for many years at Royds Hall in Huddersfield, UK. She is survived
by her husband Ian and her eight brothers and sisters.

1980s
James Stapleton ’86 died Aug. 26, 2019 from Seattle, Wash.
After earning a degree in psychology from Alma, Jim went
on to earn a master's degree in existential phenomenological psychology form Seattle University. He worked in
social services for many years and then as a mental health
counselor at Neighborcare in Seattle, Wash. Music was very
much a part of him as he started playing guitar at the age of
13 and never stopped. Jim is survived by his wife, Tracey,
his parents and three sisters, nieces and in-laws.

Christian Long ’88 died June 29, 2019. He became an
Eagle Scout in 1984 and a Vigil Member of the Order of the
Arrow. After Alma College, Chris worked for the Boy Scouts
of America as a Scout Executive for Lincoln Trails Council
(Ill.) for 30 years. A loving husband, father and friend to
many, he was a Billet Dad with the Blaze Hockey organization, sponsoring boys from all over the world. Chris is
survived by his wife Shelly, a son, his mother and sisters,
along with his mother- and father-in-law.

1990s
Kirk Yodzevicis ’93 died Oct. 29, 2019. Kirk earned his
law degree from Ohio Northern University. He loved to
read about history, baseball and the history of baseball. He
also was a backyard astronomer who enjoyed spending
time learning new things. Kirk is survived by his wife, three
children, his parents and a sister.

Faculty/Staff/Trustees
David F. Lau, trustee emeritus, died Oct. 7, 2019. He was
the owner and director of Lau & Law Associates, LLC, in
Bloomfield Hills and was a member of the Alma College
Board of Trustees from 1996 to 2011. He is remembered for
his leadership, integrity and generosity.

Earl Fredrick Wickman, age 96, lifelong resident of
Alma, died July 26, 2019. A former Alma College employee on the facilities staff, Earl served his country as a staff
sergeant in the U.S. Army during World War II and was a
member of the Alma VFW. He was an avid outdoorsman
and enjoyed traveling, stamp collecting and history. ❖

Annual Giving
Three ways to
make a difference
Your annual gift to Alma College
supports the student experience in
numerous ways. This year, we highlight
three opportunities to maximize your
impact — making Alma more affordable,
accessible and valuable than ever.
Please join fellow alumni, parents and
friends by making your gift online
at alma.edu/donate or return the
enclosed business reply envelope.

Learn more alma.edu/giving

Alma Fund
Scot
Scholarship
Fund
Academics
and Athletics

Keep Alma
affordable.

Propel a Scot
to greatness.

Enrich your
favorite program.

ADMISSIONS AMBASSADOR
Assist with on- and off-campus admission events, attend
Discover Alma dinners and refer prospective students.
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AMBASSADOR
Volunteer as guest lecturers, alternative break partners,
service-learning hosts, student mentors, student organization
advisors, campus speakers, or assist with student research.
PHILANTHROPY AMBASSADOR
Provide financial support for student scholarships, Venture
grants, athletic teams, performance groups, academic
programs and actively encourage others to do the same.

WHICH TYPE OF

AMBASSADOR
ARE YOU?

CAREER AND INTERNSHIP AMBASSADOR
Connect Scots with your peers and colleagues for graduate
programs and career and internship opportunities and link
students to established career networks.
COMMUNICATION AMBASSADOR
Actively share success stories and promote college events,
activities, teams, groups and departments.

VISIT ALMA.EDU/AMBASSADOR-PROGRAM TO REGISTER AS AN AMBASSADOR
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614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599

THE

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

MAGAZIN E

The Tartan Magazine is published for
alumni, students, parents and friends of
Alma College. Please recycle this magazine
and pass it on to a prospective student.

ORDER ALMA COLLEGE CLOTHING AND MORE AT

BOOKSTORE.ALMA.EDU
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