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Monday’s Math Colloquium

Welcome New Visiting Math Profs

T

P

he National Security Agency (NSA) makes
and breaks codes in order to protect U.S.
government information systems and produce
foreign signals intelligence. Sandra Speiser, an
NSA mathematician and Alma College alumna,
will present an overview of the Agency and the
work performed by NSA mathematicians.
Historical examples will also be given illustrating
how the field of cryptography has evolved.

“Mathematics and National Security”
Presenter:
Date:
Time:
Place:

Sandra Speiser
Monday, September 23rd
4:00
SAC 109

Refreshments at 3:50.

Fall Colloquia

M

ake room in your schedule this term for our
fall colloquia (a fancy name for a collection
of presentations). The Department of Mathematics
and Computer Science has scheduled a series of six
interesting talks this term occurring on Monday
afternoons. Here are the first four talks.
Sept. 23: “Mathematics and National Security”
Sandra Speiser (NSA)
Oct. 7:

“Math and the Artwork of M.C. Escher”
Dr. Dave Reimann (Albion College)

Oct. 21: “Why Should I Study Statistics”
Dr. April Kerby (Winona State University)
Nov. 4:

“The Industrial Math Program at MSU”
Ian Rhynard & Chad Stripling (MSU)

lease extend a warm welcome to two new visiting profs in the Department of Math & C.S.

Dr. Jimmy Peterson grew up
in central Illinois and attended
St. Olaf College in Minnesota. He then headed south to
Texas, earning his Ph.D. at
Rice University. After teaching for the past seven years at
another small college in
Kansas, he now finds himself living in Lansing,
where his wife Erika is working on her Ph.D. in
Forestry.
He enjoys studying analysis and
geometry, which formed the basis of his thesis
work in geometric measure theory. His interests in
hiking and camping keep growing every year, and
he looks forward to exploring the Upper Peninsula.
But first, he plans on exploring the exciting world
of parenthood: in August he and Erika became the
proud parents of Leif Anthony Peterson.
Dr. Ryan Jones grew up in
the Flint area, and then headed
off to Western Michigan University. He began his collegiate career with hopes of
becoming an electrical engineer but quickly changed his
major to pure mathematics. At
the advice of his professors at
Western, he went on to get his Ph.D. in 2011. His
main area of study is in graph theory; however his
current interests are in applications of graph theory
to statistical modeling and machine learning.
When he isn’t teaching mathematics, Ryan enjoys
working on Kaggle data science competitions, as
well as his slowly regressing golf game.

Taco Party

Puzzle of the Bi-week

A

A

ll computer science and mathematics students
are invited to the annual taco
party on Wednesday, September 25th
at Dr. Thall’s house. This is always a
great time of fabulous food, perplexing puzzles, and deep dialogue.
The party starts at 5:30 p.m., but feel
free to come a bit later. Dr. Thall’s house is a short
walk from campus at 516 Fairlane Dr. If you
need directions, see Mrs. Smith in SAC 224.

t McDonalds you can order Chicken
McNuggets in boxes of 6, 9, and 20. What is
the largest number of nuggets you could attempt to
order that CAN NOT be achieved exactly by some
combination of boxes?

Is There Such a Thing as a Math Brain?

S

ome people are just good at math, and, if you
aren't one of those gifted few whose brain
somehow magically processes all those numbers
and symbols, good luck ever understanding math!
Although the above might be more representative
of hyperbole than an example of everyday thought,
it isn't too far from what many people believe. For
many, math seems unapproachable and those
capable of understanding it to be gifted with
magical powers, but is the brain of a mathematician
simply better? Is learning math simply a matter of
how smart you are to begin with?
According to a study of middle and high school
students conducted at the University of Munich and
the University of Bielefeld, the answer seems to be
no. While high intelligence or natural ability can
give students an edge at the beginning, motivation
and practice drive overall success, not natural
ability. In fact, any long-term effects of innate
intelligence were negligible.
So where does the math-brain myth come from?
The study also revealed a third factor of success,
which may be the answer: confidence. It may be
that students who initially perform well gain the
boost in confidence needed to help them succeed,
while students who get off to a slower start feel
less competent and, as a result, face more struggles
later on. Visit http://bit.ly/1ddYMa9 to read the
complete article. Katie Krauss

The Math Club is Back

T

he Math Club meets every WEDNESDAY at
9:15 pm in the Wright Hall lobby. Everyone
is invited. Emma Patmore is the president and
Phil Ryskamp is the vice president.

A prize of $2.00 will be awarded to the FIRST
student who submits a correct solution to Prof.
Sipka.
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