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Alma College’s mission is to prepare graduates who think critically,
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ON THE COVER
Homecoming is early in 2019, with festivities the weekend of
Sept. 20-22. Online registration on the Alma College website
is now open. Pictured: Molly Bosek, senior from Roseville.

Homecoming game day at Bahlke Field.
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SCOTS FOR LIFE

If you are among the more than 14,000 living alumni
of Alma College, chances are that no matter what else
you call yourself — spouse, educator, healer, accountant
or creative storyteller — you’re also proud to call yourself
a Scot.
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RHEA CURRIE ’39, ALMA COLLEGE’S
OLDEST KNOWN ALUMNA

		

Last spring, students told us their favorite things about
Alma College, as reported through their scholarship
recipient surveys. We’re sharing some of them in their
own words.

		 Former USA Today state editor Karen Magnuson ’78
enjoyed a successful news career despite working in
an industry facing continuous disruption. She reflects
on her newspaper calling and offers advice for leading
workplaces through disruptive change.

		

		

		

You know about Facebook, and you check your Twitter
feed daily, if not hourly. But for young millennials,
the fastest growing social tool of choice is Instagram.
Here’s what you are missing if you are not on Instagram.

Alma alumni share their successes as well as their
“bumps in the road” with young leaders to help
them solve the challenges they will encounter after
they graduate.

The 103-year-old Alma College graduate has spent
75 years volunteering at her local hospital. “Volunteering
is my way of life, and I hope I inspire a lot of people to
give back,” she says.
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Letter from the

PRESIDENT

Our sense of community
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE AN ALMA COLLEGE SCOT?

T

his summer we are celebrating the
20th anniversary of the registration
of the Alma College tartan, a proud
symbol of our Scottish traditions here at
Alma. That got me thinking about my own
heritage as a 12th generation Scot. With
a little research, I learned that my family
name (with some spelling variations) is of
Pictish origin and was probably derived
from the place in central Scotland that my
ancestors called home. It could be from
Abernethy, meaning aber (marshy ground)
and nethy (dangerous) or Abernithy,
meaning mouth of the river Nithy.
It’s interesting to research these matters,
but why do we care so much about
where we came from? In the past 20
years, ancestry research has become big
business. The best known, Ancestry.com,
boasts over 20 million members, and there
are other companies getting into the act
as well. However, given the limitations
of records due to migration, illiteracy,
natural disasters or even intentional
record tampering to hide some family
scandal, even the most ardent genealogy
researcher has to look at those records
with some skepticism.
Maybe the real reason we care has
more to do with the very human need
for belonging. Motivational psychologist
Abraham Maslow described this need for
interpersonal relationships — friendships,
intimacy, trust and affiliation — as core to
our personal growth and development.
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At Alma, we not only recognize that need,
we are proud of the sense of community
that is integral to our identity. Strong
student-faculty relationships have been
a source of pride for decades. Student
affinity groups — musical ensembles,
Greek life, Model U.N., sports teams or
other student organizations emphasizing
shared interests — often make the
difference in a student’s persistence to
graduation. Students watch out for and
encourage each other.
As alumni, we celebrate the connections
made with others from our alma
mater. Traditions like the welcoming
convocation, homecoming, Honors Day
and, of course, commencement, are key
touch points in our lives. Friendships
made here can last a lifetime.
In this edition of The Tartan, we celebrate
what it means to be an Alma College Scot.
Whether you are alumni, student, parent,
faculty, staff or friend of the college, we
are proud to call you a member of the
Alma College family. Please mark your
calendar for Homecoming Weekend
Sept. 20-22. A few highlights include the
Career Explo, two great concerts, various
reunions, the 5K Scot Trot, and, of course,
the football game and homecoming court
ceremony. I hope to see you there.
Yes, we are the Scots, and proud of it! ❖

— JEFF ABERNATHY,
PRESIDENT

abernathyj@alma.edu
facebook.com/almapresident
twitter.com/jeffabernathy
alma.edu/offices/president
(989) 463-7146
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ALUMNI

Scots for life
IF YOU ARE AMONG THE MORE THAN 14,000 LIVING ALUMNI OF
ALMA COLLEGE, CHANCES ARE THAT NO MATTER WHAT ELSE YOU
CALL YOURSELF — SPOUSE, EDUCATOR, HEALER, ACCOUNTANT
OR CREATIVE STORYTELLER — YOU ARE ALSO PROUD TO CALL
YOURSELF A SCOT.
Being an Alma Scot is a way of thinking about the world, a camaraderie
in a remarkable community and an outlook about what matters and
what is possible. What it means to be a Scot has not changed over the
last 133 years, but the ways to be a Scot have grown.
Today’s Scots come from, study and live around the world. They are
still immersed in a challenging liberal arts education, but the ways they
apply it keep growing. Before 2010, students were able to choose from
28 majors. Today’s students have their choice of nearly 50 academic
programs to pursue.
The following pages offer an overview of the generational spans,
geographic range, academic interests and notable descriptors of Scots
today. You will recognize yourself in some of the specific data and be
able to situate yourself in all of it.

93

ALUMNI
NAMED

S
SCOTT COTTY
SCOT SCOTTIE

14,273

LIVING ALUMNI
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ALMA
AMBASSADORS
WHO ARE

GRADUATES

66%

ALUMNI
WHO SAID

I DO”
“
TO A FELLOW
SCOT

1,990

“AT ALMA COLLEGE, WE DON’T
RUN FROM RESPONSIBILITY.
WE RUN TOWARD IT. LIKE
OUR SCOTS FORBEARERS,
WE HAVE A WIDE STREAK OF
STUBBORN — AND A PLAID
SENSE OF STYLE. HARD
WORK DOESN’T SCARE US;
IT STRENGTHENS US, GIVES
US PURPOSE AND INSPIRES US
TO DREAM. OUR GRADUATES
ARE THE PROOF OF THIS
SIMPLE PROPOSITION:
PLAID WORKS.”

THE ESSENCE OF
AN ALMA SCOT:
A passion for people
and ideas that work.

OUR PERSONALITY:
Down-to-earth people
who are willing to work
for their own success —
and for others.

OUR VALUES:
Effort, joy, passion
and perseverance.

WHEN SCOTS

GRADUATED
(living alumni through 2018)

1,699 in 1968
graduated

or earlier

12,519 since 1969
5,489 since 1999
2,756 since 2009
1,430 since 2014

ALUMNI

STATES WITH 200+ SCOTS
8,159
362

217 268

COUNTRIES

COUNTRIES WITH

WITH

2-to-6 SCOTS:

Canada
31
United Kingdom 12

Australia, Brazil, China,
Ecuador, Germany, Ireland,
Japan, Kenya, New Zealand,
South Korea, Spain,
Switzerland

10 OR
MORE SCOTS:

COUNTRIES

279
200
208

322

WHAT SCOTS STUDIED

WITH

1 SCOT:

Bahamas, Belgium, Costa Rica,
Equatorial Guinea, Estonia,
France, Great Britain, Greece,
Honduras, Indonesia, Kosovo,
Malawi, Mexico, Nigeria, Rwanda,
Saudi Arabia, Singapore,
South Africa, Syria, Taiwan,
Tunisia, Ukraine

(most popular majors by the graduating class)

1969
1994
2018

Education, English, biology,
business administration, sociology
Business administration, biology,
exercise and health science,
education, psychology
Nursing, integrative physiology
and health science/pre-med,
psychology, biology, marketing

10 MOST COMMON
UNDERGRADUATE MAJORS

SINCE 1969 (of living alumni)

Business administration* 2,304
Biology 1,521
Education 1,416
History
922
English
845
Psychology
764
Chemistry
634
Exercise and Health Science 598
Sociology
567
Mathematics
559
Political Science
551
Art and Design
447
*Business administration (BUS) includes
ACC, BUS, FIN, IBA, MGT, MKT, CPA

Jerry ’91 and
Bridgett Czarnecki

FEATURES

CURRENT
STUDENTS

1,433

MINORITY AND
INTERNATIONAL
ENROLLMENTS
2014-2018

TOTAL STUDENTS
(FALL 2018)

% OF FALL HEADCOUNT

20

ENROLLED
STUDENTS
WHO ARE
THE CHILD
OF A SCOT

GEOGRAPHIC BREAKDOWN
(2018 enrollment)

INTERNATIONAL

1.9%

INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS’
COUNTRIES
OF ORIGIN
10

Brazil, Canada,
China, Ecuador,
India, Japan,
Nicaragua, Russia,
South Korea, Uruguay

2014

2015

15.5%

15.8%

2016

2017

2018

10

5

Includes: Black/African American, Hispanic,
American Indian, Asian/Pacific Islander,
Non-Hispanic/Multi-racial, International,
Non-resident or Resident Alien

2017-18 2018-19

WHERE CURRENT
STUDENTS COME FROM:

12.8%

14.5%

0

53 40 52 45 42

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17

15

13.4%

MICHIGAN

89.0%

NUMBER
OF STATES
REPRESENTED

OUT-OF-STATE

9.1%

28

Data courtesy of the Advancement,
Admissions and Registrar’s offices. Data
reflects current records for living alumni and
current students as compiled in spring 2019.

95%

OF ALMA
GRADUATES ARE

EMPLOYED

OR IN GRADUATE
SCHOOL WITHIN
SIX MONTHS
Alma’s 2018 graduates reported working, being enrolled in
graduate school or participating within a service program
(such as AmeriCorps) within six months of graduation.

41%

2018 GRADUATES

Scots
for
life

		WHO RECEIVED A DEGREE
		
IN AN ACADEMIC MAJOR
THAT DID NOT EXIST BEFORE 2010

New majors since 2010: anthropology,
general accounting, CPA accounting,
biotechnology, educational studies,
environmental studies, finance, health
care administration, management,
marketing, neuroscience, new media
studies, nursing, special education

WHAT THEY STUDY:
MOST POPULAR MAJORS
(2018 ENROLLMENT)
Education 14.2%
Integrative
Physiology and
Health Science 10.6%
Nursing
8.7%
Psychology
6.9%
Biology
5.8%

CURRENT
STUDENTS
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Did you know?
The Alma
Tartan — 2019 is the

20-year anniversary of the
official registration of the Alma
College Tartan. Alma’s tartan
was made in Scotland in 1996
and registered on Sept. 28,
1999, with the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office. Since then
it has been entered in the
International Registry of Tartans
— an arm of the International
Association of Tartan Studies
(an affiliate with the Scottish
Tartans Authority). A key
visual element in the college’s
identity, the Alma Tartan is
unique and exclusive to
Alma College.

Scotty the
Mascot — Students and alumni

have called themselves the “Scots”
since 1931 when Alma students
voted on the name. Soon thereafter,
“Scotty” emerged as Alma’s official
mascot and is regularly seen on
campus, in the community and at
athletics events. Scotty received a
makeover in 2013 and debuted his
new tartan look with an intro video
at homecoming.

Golden Thistle
Society — The thistle —

Scotland’s national flower — is a
historic symbol for Scotland, as well
as an acknowledgment of alumni
loyalty at Alma College. Alumni
attending their 50th class reunion join
the Order of the Golden Thistle and
receive a pin of recognition. Many
alumni wear their Golden Thistle pins
with pride on their annual visit to
campus for homecoming.

Aberdeen and
Dundee — Alma has a long-

standing study abroad agreement
with the University of Aberdeen in
Scotland. Students who study there
pursue a wide variety of subjects,
primarily in the social sciences
and humanities, and always rate
their experience very highly. The
University of Aberdeen was declared
the Scottish University of the Year
in 2019. Alma added a new study
abroad agreement with the University
of Dundee in Scotland in 2018. Since
2013, nine Alma students have studied
at Aberdeen and four at Dundee.
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ALMA COLLEGE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
2019-20
Eric P. Blackhurst ’83, Chair
Darryl G. Schimeck ’82, Vice Chair
Karen M. Magnuson ’78, Secretary
Thomas K. Andison
Members of the Alma Choir enjoy a boat
ride on Loch Lomond in Scotland in 2018.

Erika K. Powers Appelt ’91
Karen M. Asner ’89
Brian E. Bartes ’87
Carol J. Burns

‘Loch Lomond’

— The Alma Choirs have been singing “Loch
Lomond,” the well-known traditional Scottish song, for 36 years. Choral
Director Will Nichols tells the story: “For the first 10 years or so we sang
an arrangement by Ralph Vaughan Williams. One of our choir alumni,
Sheri Tulloch ’95, introduced me to a new arrangement by Jonathan
Quick, and we have sung that ever since. The kids call the Quick version
the ‘die die’ version because of the ending section where the choir sings
that syllable over and over. The Choir has made six Scotland tours since
1998 (every fourth year), and we have sung ‘Loch Lomond’ at Loch
Lomond each time.”
The lyrics for the Jonathan Quick arrangement:
By yon bonnie banks and by yon bonnie braes,
Where the sun shines bright on Loch Lomond
Where me and my true love were ever wont to gae,
On the bonnie bonnie banks of Loch Lomond.
Oh! Ye’ll take the high road, and I’ll take the low road,
And I’ll be in Scotland afore ye,
But me and my true love will never meet again,
On the bonnie, bonnie banks of Loch Lomond.
’Twas then that we parted, In yon shady glen,
On the steep, steep side of Ben Lomond,
Where, in purple hue, The highland hills we view,
And the moon coming out in the gloaming.

Robert G. Cramer ’88
Charles A. Deacon ’80
David A. Devine ’90
Stephen C. Falk ’72
Deborah Lynch Fitzgerald ’93
Douglas B. Gross ’77
Mark J. Hall ’78
Greg Hatcher ’83
Cardell Johnson ’02
Burt R. Jordan ’89
Ann Randall Kendrick ’78
David P. Larsen ’84
Stephen F. Meyer ’80
Ed Osowski ’87
Elizabeth D. Parkinson ’84
Diane Postler-Slattery
Carolyn E. Schultz ’84
Bryan K. Segedi ’81
Kim Taylor ’83
Russell C. Youngdahl Jr. ’75

The wee birdies sing, And the wild flowers spring,
And in sunshine the waters sleeping.
But the broken heart will ken, Nae second spring again,
and the world knows not how we are grieving.”
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“The small class sizes and personal
relationships with the professors are my
favorite parts about Alma. Also, I enjoy the
community the students have built.”

SMALL
CLASS
SIZES
“I love how Alma has
given me the opportunity
to be a part of many
different groups on
campus through which
I have met some amazing
people who I will be
friends with long after I
graduate from Alma.”

“Alma never stops trying to
help you reach your goals.
I was able to travel to China
and Ireland. I love Alma
because they helped me
pursue my dreams.”

“One of my favorite things
about the college is the
campus because it is so
beautiful. I love all the trees,
and there is not too much
light pollution here, so
you can see all the
beautiful stars
at night.”

14

“Alma has such a warm
and inviting atmosphere.
I also love all the
extracurricular activities
that the school offers.”

“I love the research and
travel opportunities
Alma College offers. I have
traveled to three different
countries and participated
in two independent research
programs on campus.”

“The research
opportunities that
this school provides
to undergraduates
is definitely my
favorite thing.”

Our
favorite
things
STUDY
ABROAD
“I love the sense of
community here. I’m
not just one student in a
sea of others. I’m making
connections with my
peers and the faculty
here and not just the ones
in my major.”

RESEARCH
OPPORTUNITIES

“My absolute
favorite thing
is the campus
squirrels. I like to
buy Cheerios or
peanuts so I can
feed them when
I walk to class.”

LAST SPRING,
STUDENTS TOLD
US THEIR FAVORITE
THINGS ABOUT

ALMA COLLEGE ,

AS REPORTED THROUGH
THEIR SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENT SURVEYS.
WE’RE SHARING SOME
OF THEM IN THEIR
OWN WORDS.

“There are so
many things I love
about Alma College.
My favorite things
would have to be
the opportunities
Alma has to offer.
From sports, clubs,
study abroad, to class
options — there is so
much to be a part of
at Alma.”

“My favorite things are
the small class sizes
and the opportunities
to travel. The Venture
grant and spring terms
were two of the main
reasons I chose Alma.”

“The teachers here really care
about their students. Several of
them know I cannot go home for
Thanksgiving break and have
invited me to their homes.”

ONE
LARGE
FAMILY
“I love how I can be a part
of many music ensembles.
Also, I love the one-on-one
teaching experience, and
how I can develop a more
personal relationship with
my professors.”

“I love the study abroad and
off-campus opportunities. I
think it is an incredible way
to take knowledge learned on
campus and apply it within a
global setting.”

“I love how the professors
always have their doors open
to ask questions, academic or
otherwise. I trust my professors
so much, and I know that I can
go to them with any dilemma or
problem … and know they will
help me as best they can.”

CARING
FACULTY

“My favorite thing
about Alma College
is how much the
professors care, both
how I am doing in class,
and out of class as well.
This aspect of Alma
makes me feel as if I am a
part of one large family,
composed of students,
faculty and alumni of
Alma College.”

“One of my favorite things
to do at Alma College is
participating in the Alma
College Choir. I have
met some of my very best
friends in the choir, and
I am so thankful for the
opportunity to travel, learn
and grow with them.”

“Alma College has a
tradition of academic
excellence as well
as an affiliation to the
Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), which affirms
its Christian heritage.
Additionally, the way
alumni connect and give
back to the campus is
greatly appreciated.”

“Alma College has always
felt like home for me.
Yes, the opportunities
are amazing. Yes, the
professors are great. But
nothing beats the at-home
vibe I felt as soon as I
walked on this campus.”

A HOME
AWAY FROM
HOME

“I love the range of
opportunities Alma has
given me and the easy and
intimate access to professors
and my advisors for help.
I enjoy the small campus
feel and being so close to
my friends, and being able
to hold an on-campus job
in the sports information
department.”

SENSE OF
COMMUNITY

“I love that Alma
College encourages
me to follow my
passions. I keep
getting more involved
on campus, and it
really makes Alma feel
like home.”
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A topic but no script

THEATRE STUDENTS WRITE, DEVELOP AND PERFORM A
PLAY AT THE EDINBURGH FESTIVAL FRINGE IN SCOTLAND.

16

IT

all started with an idea.

Scott Mackenzie, professor and
director of theatre at Alma College,
wanted to take a group of students to Scotland.
“When I interviewed at Alma and learned
about spring terms, it struck me as a great
opportunity,” he says.
Three years after his arrival at Alma, his
dream became a reality.

Mackenzie’s 2019 spring term
class began with a topic but not
a script. Their challenge was to
write, develop and perform a play
during the span of their three-week
Spring Term course. The students
then were to perform the play at
the Edinburgh Festival Fringe in
Scotland, the world’s largest arts
festival, in August.
“We knew we could not take
much to Scotland because of
shipping costs, so we created a
play that only needs five chairs,
two coat racks and some costume
pieces. We will get the furniture in
Scotland and take all our costumes
in our suitcases,” he says.
The play, 44 Days, is about the
1937 United Automobile Workers
sit-down strike in Flint, Mich.
“Sometimes when devising a
play, you simply start with playing
games and improvising until an
idea strikes,” he says. “That is great
when you have all the time in the
world, but with a Spring Term you
only have three weeks, so I wanted
to go in with a topic. It allows us
to tell the world something about
Flint that isn’t negative like the
water crisis that is ongoing.”

“SOMETIMES WHEN
DEVISING A PLAY, YOU
SIMPLY START WITH
PLAYING GAMES AND
IMPROVISING UNTIL
AN IDEA STRIKES.”
– SCOTT MACKENZIE, DIRECTOR
OF ALMA COLLEGE THEATRE

‘AN INTERESTING
CHALLENGE’
Mackenzie introduced the topic
to his class at the start of Spring
Term. The students did some
research to try and understand
the reasons behind the strike and
the people involved.
“From there we played a lot of
theatre games aimed at building
an ensemble and letting us all
feel comfortable with each other
and feel safe contributing ideas
and helping each other develop
themes,” he says.
Daniel Chalice ’21, a double
major in theatre and marketing,
is one of the five students in the
performance.
→
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“What interested me most about this Spring Term is
seeing what goes on behind the scenes of making a
show from the ground up,” says Chalice. “Having taken
both technical and acting classes, I mostly understand
what goes into any production, but trying to make a show
from scratch in such a short amount of time seemed like
an interesting challenge.”
The students spent six-to-eight hours a day working
on the performance. They began writing scenes and
creating characters, and each idea led to another.
Much of the play’s dialogue came directly from digital
recordings of interviews with strikers that were done in
the late 1970s and early 1980s.

SUCCESS IN THEATRE
By the end of the course, the students had finalized
their production and performed it live for the
Alma community. They were looking forward to
performing the play again in Scotland.
While in Scotland, the students planned
to see several shows, tour historical
Scotland, visit Loch Lomond and
Stirling Castle, and attend the Royal
Edinburgh Military Tattoo at
Edinburgh Castle.
“I’m grateful that a small liberal
arts college like Alma can pull off a
project of this magnitude to give its
students international experience,”
says Chalice.
Mackenzie hopes that this trip will
show students the many ways to be
successful in theatre.
“A lot of students initially come to
college with the idea that the only
way to be successful in theatre is to
be a Broadway star, when in reality,
there are thousands of other ways to
be a successful theatre artist. This
trip will expose my students to some
of those opportunities,” he says.
“It also will help them see more
of the world. At Alma we strongly
encourage study abroad and
international experience. This fits in
with that part of our mission.” ❖
—TARYN WEGENKE ’14
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Our Scottish connection:
A short history
H

ow does a small college in midwest America
come to have a Scottish theme?

To answer this question, we need to go back to the
founding days of the college. Alma College came into
existence in 1886 through the efforts of the Presbyterian
Synod of Michigan. Meeting at Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Grand Rapids, members resolved to establish
a church-affiliated college that ultimately gave birth to
Alma College.
In those early years of existence, for lack of a better
name, Alma was known as the “Fighting Presbyterians”
or the “Maroon and Cream.”
As time went on it was decided that “Go Presbyterians”
was not the easiest cheer. In 1931 a challenge was issued
to the student body to come up with a new name. Herb
Estes ’34 won $5 for coming up with the winning entry,
“The Scots.” Because the Presbyterian Church was
originally founded in Scotland, the name seemed fitting.
Since that time, Alma College has embraced the
Scottish traditions.
The Marching Band was originally formed in 1915, but it
wasn’t until 1938 when it officially became known as the
Kiltie Band and outfitted in Royal MacPherson kilts — the
tartan used by the early Presbyterian Church leaders in
Scotland. Incorporating “Scotland the Brave” and the
sound of bagpipes, band director Sam Jones wrote the
Alma College fight song in 1960.
The first student dance group, known as the Kiltie
Lassies, formed in 1953. The group made up its own
acrobatic routines to perform at halftime with the band,
along with the Highland Fling, the only Scottish dance
the members knew. The Kiltie Lassies transitioned into
performing traditional Scottish dances and wearing
uniforms made with the same tartan as the band. By
1981 highland dancing was offered as a class through
the theatre and dance department, taught by Christine
Freestone ’74, a former Kiltie Lassie. Today, the
Kiltie Dancers compete and win awards nationally
and internationally.
Bagpipers have led the way for the Kiltie Band and
campus events since the late 1930s. Classes have been
offered on campus for years, but it wasn’t until 2011
that the Alma College Pipe Band was formed under the
leadership of Andrew Duncan. The band quickly made a
name for itself, taking home multiple awards, including
winning the U.S. Pipe Band Championship four times.
Alma College’s official tartan was adopted in 1996 and
registered with the Scottish Tartan Authority in 1999. The
maroon and teal plaid is reflected in the new uniforms
for the Kiltie Band, Kiltie Dancers and Alma Pipers.

The first Highland Festival came to the Alma College
campus on May 25, 1968. David MacKenzie ’55, who played
the bagpipes as a student, took an interest in the Scottish
games. MacKenzie and Guile Graham, Alma’s director
of development, presented the idea to the Chamber of
Commerce in early 1967. More than 50 years later, the
Highland Festival and Games remains a popular event,
bringing thousands of participants and spectators to Alma. ❖

—VIKI EVERHART, LIBRARY COLLECTIONS
SPECIALIST
—INFORMATION SOURCE: ALMA COLLEGE
HISTORY ARCHIVES
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Born to be a journalist
FORMER USA TODAY STATE EDITOR
KAREN MAGNUSON ’78 ENJOYED A
SUCCESSFUL NEWS CAREER DESPITE
WORKING IN AN INDUSTRY FACING
CONTINUOUS DISRUPTION. SHE
REFLECTS ON HER NEWSPAPER
CALLING AND OFFERS ADVICE FOR
LEADING WORKPLACES THROUGH
DISRUPTIVE CHANGE.

I

was born to be a journalist.

I was about eight years old when
I started writing stories with a
little yellow pencil on lined paper
from school in Detroit. My stories
were about dogs — collies, mostly,
because of their beauty.

20

My parents were patient while I
read stories aloud at the dinner
table, with the scent of mom’s
fine cooking still hanging in the
air. I stood tall as if at a podium,
carefully reading each word, often
grinning from ear to ear. Mom
and dad always said they liked
it, even if they didn’t, and that
brought about a sudden burst of
happiness — as if I received a gold
medal. The entire experience,
from pencil on paper to delivery
of the story, brought me great joy.

I didn’t know it at the time but my
dog stories at the dinner table were
a turning point. I thought I wrote
about animals because I wanted to
be a veterinarian. Turns out that I
was really in love with storytelling,
and dogs were my first subjects. I
tackled other subjects for my high
school newspaper in Brighton. I
pursued a Program of Emphasis in
journalism at Alma College, where I
built a rock-solid foundation for the
future, and never looked back.
Since then, I’ve lived in a dozen
places pursuing a career in news.
I started as a reporter thinking,
somewhat incredulously, “I can’t
believe I’m getting paid to ask
questions and write!” I moved into
management as a bureau chief for
United Press International, a news
wire service, and enjoyed a variety
of editor roles for newspapers in
California, Kansas and New York.

“

Five things I learned about leading through disruptive change
that apply to any industry:

I DECIDED TO TAKE
A LEAP OF FAITH
AND PURSUE MY
LIFE’S PURPOSE IN
A DIFFERENT WAY.

”

DISRUPTIVE INNOVATION

My favorite place is Rochester, N.Y.,
where I’ve spent the last 20 years
leading the Democrat and Chronicle
as managing editor, executive editor
and ultimately state editor for USA
Today Network properties in New
York and Vermont.

I surprised colleagues and friends
in January by taking advantage of
an early retirement program from
our parent company, Gannett Co.
Inc. It was a gut-wrenching decision.
I never tired of being an editor —
those “gold medal” moments still
surfaced almost every day — but
continuous disruption of my industry
took a toll. Like most newspaper
editors, I faced countless budget cuts
and downsizing while transforming
from print to digital. I decided to
take a leap of faith and pursue my
life’s purpose in a different way.
I’m exploring options while serving
as executive in residence with the
Rochester Institute of Technology,
where I earned a Master of Science
degree in innovation management
from the Saunders College of
Business. I’m also busy serving on
two national news industry boards
and Alma College’s Board
of Trustees.
It seems fitting for me to be back
on campus at Alma and RIT during
a time of disruption for many
workplaces, including colleges and
universities. While I’m not an expert
in disruptive innovation, a term
coined by Harvard professor and
author Clay Christensen, I’ve learned
a great deal about it by studying it,
leading through it and now giving
lectures to college students.

1

Never underestimate the power of effective communication.
Leadership includes the ability to communicate a vision. To be successful,
you’ll need to spend time on what that looks like. No matter where you’re at in
your career, you can start by writing a story about yourself. Do you have a story
to tell about the spark that lit a fire in you? For me, it was reading stories aloud
at the dinner table. What is it for you? Storytelling is critical to engage hearts and
minds. It’s the most effective way to paint a picture of who you are so you may
build relationships and inspire all.

2

You’ll have a leg up if you become a news junkie. Whether you’re
a college student or experienced professional, it’s critical to stay on top of the
news, especially news affecting your business. It takes a daily commitment,
but it’s well worth it. It will distinguish you from others who aren’t aware of
emerging trends. Be curious. Ask questions. Dig deeper with your own research
if you aren’t getting good answers. Leaders are expected to be on top of things.
Take control.

3

Understand your company’s culture and what you need to do
to change it. Leaders spend a lot of time on strategy but often skim the
surface when it comes to aligning culture. It was the toughest nut to crack
in transforming my newsroom from a print operation to one with a digital
mindset. I worked closely with staff to change everything — the environment,
the way we operated, the language we used to talk to each other and how we
communicated with customers. Be aware that important aspects can be subtle
and elusive. You must dig deep and build trust to get to the truth.

4

Emotional intelligence is critical to success. Work on weaknesses in
the way you interact with others. The Cambridge Dictionary defines emotional
intelligence as “the ability to understand and control your own feelings, and to
understand the feelings of others and react to them in a suitable way.” When
you’re under a lot of stress, emotions may flare, and that can affect your ability
to lead. One of the biggest lessons I learned is this: You can’t control what’s
happening to you, but you can control how you respond to it. It takes selfawareness and practice.

5

Plan for your own disruption. Just about every industry is experiencing
some form of disruption. You’ll be disrupted at least once in your career —
especially if you’re in a leadership role — and it’s best to periodically take stock
and plan to improve your skills or pivot. When I first started, newspapers were
thriving. Technology ushered in new delivery channels and players. Consumers
changed their media habits. Editors needed to become innovators. I went back
to school to understand the bigger picture, become a more creative critical
thinker and apply what I learned in real time at work.

Now I’m dealing with a different form of disruption — what I like to call “rewiring,”
not retiring — as I reflect on my experiences and think about what’s next.
I’ll always be grateful to Alma for being such a terrific launching pad. It’s where I
landed my first management job (managing editor of The Almanian) and gained
valuable experience through newspaper internships. My Alma education and
overall experience gave me the knowledge and confidence to pursue my dreams.
I’m honored to return to campus as a trustee and give back.
I remain hopeful about the future of journalism as the business model evolves, nonprofit news organizations emerge, and entrepreneurs launch innovative startups. The
industry is taking on a different shape, but there will always be a need for credible
news coverage, revelatory investigative reporting and engaging storytelling. ❖

—KAREN MAGNUSON ’78
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Follow us on Instagram
YOU KNOW ABOUT FACEBOOK, AND YOU CHECK YOUR TWITTER FEED DAILY, IF NOT HOURLY.
BUT FOR YOUNG MILLENNIALS, THE FASTEST GROWING SOCIAL TOOL OF CHOICE IS INSTAGRAM.

I

n this age of social media, we spend hours
scrolling through our feeds, catching up with
our friends, reading news articles, watching
educational videos and sharing memes.
Social media has changed the way that we
communicate and has allowed us to be more
connected than ever. With the click of a button, you
can be reunited with an old classmate or professor.
At Alma College, we use social media to stay
up-to-date with our alumni; engage with current
students, faculty, staff and parents; and even recruit
prospective students. We understand the importance
of creating this online community, as there has never
been a generation raised to be more technologically
savvy than the Millennials, a group that now makes
up the largest living generation in the United States.
With every post, tweet and photo shared, we are
cultivating a platform to tell the story of Alma College
and allowing others to do the same.

Alma College has been on Facebook and Twitter for
more than 10 years, but did you know that we are
also on Instagram? As of 2018, Instagram became
the top platform for teenagers and young adults.
According to Hootsuite, a social media management
platform, 72 percent of teens use Instagram, and 71
percent of users are under the age of 35. Millennials
are now using features like Instagram stories, IGTV
and live video to showcase their everyday lives. This
platform has allowed them to create their own news
and broadcast their unique stories.
Whether it’s Spring Term photos, a wintry scene from
McIntyre Mall or a live video from homecoming, our
students aren’t shy in sharing their Alma experience!
We encourage you to follow along with us as we
narrate the story of Alma College on Instagram. ❖

—TARYN WEGENKE ’14
FOLLOW US AT:
WWW.INSTRAGRAM.COM/ALMACOLLEGE/
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REFER–A–STUDENT
Do you know
a student who
might be a great
fit for Alma?
Alumni, faculty, staff members, current
students, parents and friends of the
college can refer a friend or relative
to Alma College. If the student enrolls,
they are eligible to receive a $1,500
Referral Award each year (up to four
years) — in your name!

Retiring faculty
Awarded emeritus status:
• Maurie Luetkemeier, professor of integrative physiology and
health science. He joined the Alma faculty in 2001.
• Timothy Sipka, associate professor of mathematics. He joined
the Alma faculty in 1979.

Faculty appointments
Charles A. Dana Professorship:
• Deborah Dougherty, professor of Spanish

Learn more at

alma.edu/refer

• Murray Gross, professor of music

Faculty awards
2019 Andison Awards for Excellence in Teaching:
• Anne Porter, assistant professor of English and director
of the Writing Center
• Stephany Slaughter, associate professor of Spanish
2019 Barlow Awards for Faculty Excellence:
• Kathryn Blanchard, professor of religious studies
• Daniel Wasserman, assistant professor of history

External recognition
Did you know that you
can also refer a career or
internship opportunity for
Alma College students?
Call the Center for
Student Opportunity at
(989) 463-7147 or go to
alma.edu/career-referral
to share the information or
help create an internship
in your organization.

2019 MBAA International Distinguished Research
Paper Award from the Society for the Advancement of
Information Systems:
• Elizabeth Cameron, professor of business administration
Outstanding College Chemistry Teaching Award by the
Midland Section of the American Chemical Society:
• Jeffrey Turk, associate professor of chemistry
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‘Plaid Returns’
ALMA ALUMNI SHARE THEIR SUCCESSES AS WELL AS THEIR “BUMPS IN THE ROAD” WITH
YOUNG LEADERS TO HELP THEM SOLVE THE CHALLENGES THEY WILL ENCOUNTER AFTER
THEY GRADUATE.

I

n 2013, a new spring term
class was added to the Alma
College curriculum. Dubbed
“Plaid Returns,” the business
administration course was created
to help students better understand
the challenges of strategic
leadership by incorporating
the perspectives and advice of
successful alumni.

students. While many of the
speakers traveled to Alma, the
class also took trips to Chicago
and Detroit to allow students to
interact with successful alumni in
metropolitan areas. Participating
alumni have included CEOs,
presidents, executive directors and
vice presidents from a variety of
business fields.

The course was the brainchild of
alumnus Darryl Schimeck ’82, who
knew firsthand that successful
alumni are shaped by their alma
mater, forming a foundation for the
success they achieve later in life.

“‘Plaid Returns’ highlights the
success, engagement and service
of our alumni to their alma mater,”
says Schimeck, who team-teaches
the course with business faculty
and President Jeff Abernathy. “As
the class progressed, one of my
dreams was to someday have
students who took the class come
back and speak. This year I was
pleased to welcome alumni from
our original class.”

The course met in 2019 for the
seventh consecutive year. As in
each of the previous years, more
than two dozen professional
leaders lined up to mentor Alma
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Returning alumni Mitch Adams,
Chase Fairchild and Al Lesperance
brought a different perspective,
sharing their early-career stories
— both their successes and their
“bumps in the road” — as well
as their advice for maximizing
opportunities for career success.
“I was excited to have been
asked to come back and speak,”
said Lesperance. “The strategic
leadership class impacted my
personal and business life.”
The innovative class has received
national attention. In 2016, “Plaid
Returns” won a gold award
for alumni engagement in a
competition sponsored by the
Council for the Advancement and
Support of Education (CASE). ❖❖

— MIKE SILVERTHORN

Mitch Adams ’17
• Major: Environmental studies,
with a business administration
minor.
• Employment: Environmental
health and safety coordinator for
a glass manufacturing company
in Plymouth, Mich.
• Why Alma? Small classes, faculty
interactions, lacrosse.
• Advice to students: “Treat finding
a job like a full-time job. Do
your homework before a job
interview. Look past the first few
pages on LinkedIn and Indeed.”

Chase Fairchild ’17
• Major: Accounting
• Employment: Audit associate for
a public accounting firm in
Grand Rapids.
• Why Alma? Academics and
basketball.
• Advice to students: “If you are in
a field that requires licensure,
do your exams before you take
your first job. It’s hard to study,
take and pass CPA exams while
working full-time.”

Al Lesperance ’16

Test-optional admissions
The submission of SAT or ACT test scores is now optional at Alma College, which
joins a growing number of selective colleges and universities around the nation that
have added a track for test-optional admissions.
“While the traditional admissions process remains for students who wish to submit
standardized test scores, a test-optional pathway also is available for students who
meet certain criteria,” says Amanda Slenski, vice president for admissions. “Offering
a test-optional pathway aligns with our admissions processes and with Alma’s
identity as a small, close-knit campus community that focuses on each student as an
individual. This change provides a pathway to evaluate students on factors that are
more relevant to college success.”
To be considered for admission without test scores, applicants must have an overall
high school grade point average of 3.0 or have a core course recalculated GPA
(English language arts, math, science, history and social studies) of 2.75 or higher.
Test-optional candidates also must complete an admissions interview. Alma’s
admissions policies for international and transfer students, both of which already
have a test-optional pathway, will not change.
Test-optional applicants will be considered for academic merit-based scholarships
based on high school GPA.
More than 1,000 colleges and universities have gone test-optional, according to
FairTest, the national educational organization that addresses issues related to
fairness and accuracy in student test taking and scoring.

Transfer students receive
graduation pledge
Alma College has expanded its on-time graduation promise to transfer students.
Through the newly enhanced Alma Commitment, transfer students qualify for up
to a term of free tuition if they are unable to graduate on time according to the
academic plan they establish upon entry.
On-time completion depends on the number of credits students transfer to Alma
and their academic program. For example, a student transferring in 30 credits
could receive a three-year guarantee, and a student transferring in 70 credits could
receive a two-year guarantee. Students must remain in good academic standing to
stay eligible for the Transfer Graduation Commitment.

• Major: Business administration,
with a philosophy minor.
• Employment: Sales representative
for a Japanese trading
company in Ferndale that
supplies polymer resin to the
automotive industry.
• Why Alma? Small classes,
football and lacrosse.
• Advice to students: Learn and
grow from difficult situations.
“My first job was with a
company that had a bad work
culture and high turnover.
I had a positive transition into
my second job in an entirely
different culture that
is ceremonial, respectful
and serious.”

New wheels in Alma
A community bike-share program has
launched in the City of Alma thanks to a grant
furnished by the Gratiot County Community
Foundation and funding from Alma College.
Ten bicycles are equipped with software that
enables users to check bikes in and out using
a downloadable smart-phone app. Docking
stations were installed at the Starbucks coffee
shop on Superior Street and the Alma College
Stone Recreation Center. The bicycles are
available for use by community members for a yearly $30 fee. Alma College
students, faculty and staff may use the bikes for free.
“It is unusual for a city the size of Alma to have a bike-share program,” says
Tammy Rees, director of campus recreation and conferences. “This is another
great example of a college-community partnership that benefits our college
students as well as members of our local Alma community.”
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Model UN winning
streak extends to
23 years

Barlow winner
advocates for
cultural awareness
Sophia Richter ’19 devoted much of her
Alma College experience to promoting
intercultural awareness through
academic, artistic and extracurricular
activities. She was the 2019 recipient
of the Barlow Trophy, Alma College’s
most prestigious award for a graduating
senior. Her off-campus experiences
included a year of study in Paris. She
also participated in numerous Alternative
Break trips, played the bagpipes, served
as a French teaching assistant and
was co-founder and vice president of
the Economics Club. She completed a
double major in economics and French.

Honorary degree
Michigan Lt. Governor Garlin Gilchrist
II received an honorary degree at
Alma College’s 132nd commencement
ceremony in April 2019. Approximately
290 graduation candidates participated
in commencement.
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For the 23rd consecutive year, Alma
College students captured the highest
awards at the National Model United
Nations Conference. Competing in
New York City, Alma College teams
representing the countries of Djibouti,
Egypt and Jamaica each received
“outstanding delegation” recognition.
Alma College has now won 45
“outstanding delegation” awards —
more than any college or university in
the 92-year history of the conference.

M.J.J. Smith
Scholarship
History major John Stefanek ’19 was
awarded the M.J.J. Smith Society
Scholarship, which is given to Alma’s
most outstanding graduating history
major. For his senior thesis, Stefanek
examined Lyndon B. Johnson’s role as
senate majority leader in the passage
of the 1957 Civil Rights Act, arguing
that the bill paved the way for future
civil rights legislation that LBJ would
champion as president. Stefanek plans
to pursue a doctoral degree at the
University of Montana.

Success at BPA nationals
For the second straight year, members of the Alma College chapter of the Business
Professionals of America earned top 10 medals at the organization’s National Leadership
Conference.
“Our students placed in the top 10 in all 11 events in which they competed,” says Tina
Rolling, assistant professor of business administration. “I am so proud of these students.
Not only were they fun to be around, they represented Alma exceptionally well.”
Competitions range from individual to team, from objective tests to judged presentations.
Categories cover multiple topics — from accounting, business law and financial literacy
to computer programming, digital publishing and database applications.

SCOTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

Rhea Currie ’39,
Alma College’s oldest
known alumna
THE 103-YEAR-OLD ALMA COLLEGE GRADUATE
HAS SPENT 75 YEARS VOLUNTEERING AT HER
LOCAL HOSPITAL. “VOLUNTEERING IS MY WAY
OF LIFE, AND I HOPE I INSPIRE A LOT OF
PEOPLE TO GIVE BACK,” SHE SAYS.

L

ife was vastly different when Rhea Currie, then
Rhea Wark, graduated from Alma College in 1939.
It was the end of the Great Depression in America,
gas was 10 cents a gallon, and The Wizard of Oz and
Gone with the Wind films were premiered.
Rhea Currie grew up in the village of Peck in Michigan’s
Thumb. When she was a senior in high school, she
had a family friend who had just graduated from
Alma College. He asked her what her plans were after
graduation and when she replied that she was unsure,
he recommended that she attend Alma College. Rhea
took his advice and started her journey as a freshman
at Alma in 1935.
When Rhea was accepted to Alma, she received a
brochure with a list of items that she would need. “One
of them was a napkin ring,” Rhea laughs. She recalls
how different things were during her time at the college.
“We had all kinds of curfews, and every student had a
job in addition to going to school,” she says. “As seniors,
women were always a hostess at the dinner table. We
were supposed to dress for dinner, but that didn’t last
long — nobody had the money to buy new clothes. We
had a chef, and our meals were served to us.”
Rhea says that for fun, women would play the piano in
the lobby of the dorms, and they would dance. They
also attended formals at the Midland Country Club.
“We had an Alma College bridge club, and we used to
have potlucks. There wasn’t much to do — but we made
our own fun.”

Rhea met her husband, Chester Currie, at Alma College.
Chester graduated in 1939 with a Bachelor of Science
degree and even taught a few chemistry classes while
he was a student.
“On our first date, we went to the movies for a dime.
We had to wait a few weeks to earn enough money for
our second date.”
Rhea spent four years at Alma College before graduating
with a degree in education. After graduation, Rhea
taught for two years at Harbor Beach and six months
at St. Clair Shores. Rhea and Chester moved to Midland
when Chester took a job at the Dow Chemical Company.
The two were married in 1941.
Since then, Rhea has spent 75 years volunteering at
MidMichigan Medical Center in Midland. She says that
the people are her favorite part of volunteering.
“Volunteering is my way of life, and I hope I inspire a
lot of people to give back,” she says.
Rhea has had the opportunity to visit Alma College in
recent years and says that the main difference is the
amount of people. “Back then, you knew everybody.
There’s a lot more people there now.”
As Alma College’s oldest known alumna, Rhea had a
piece of advice for recent graduates: “Grow your wings
and continue to grow. Too many people get stalled.” ❖❖
— TARYN WEGENKE ’14
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COMMENCEMENT 2019

“Each of you have a gift or a skill that allows
you to enable the imagination, possibility and
creativity that exists in others….Where you go,
in your life and career, understand that equipped
with the training, education and expertise
that you have gained, you also now have a
responsibility to apply it, not just in the private
sector, not just in the research sector, but apply it
to the problems that face us as people. I ask that
all of you step up, stand out. Be the source of
that expertise to help make that change.”
— MICHIGAN LT. GOV. GARLIN GILCHRIST II
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The Scots: No. 1 in community service hours
ALMA COLLEGE STUDENT-ATHLETES DEVOTED MORE THAN 30,000 HOURS TO COMMUNITY SERVICE
DURING THE 2018-19 YEAR — THE MOST IN DIVISION III ATHLETICS ACROSS THE NATION.
Alma College student-athletes devoted more than 30,000 hours
to community service during the 2018-19 year — the most in
Division III athletics across the nation.
The service hours were documented and celebrated by Helper
Helper, a national community service app that connects
volunteers to meaningful experiences in the community.
No other Division III men’s programs in the nation recorded
more hours serving the community than Alma’s wrestling, golf,
and track and field teams. Alma’s lacrosse and golf teams were
the top two teams nationally on the women’s side.
In February, Alma’s Student-Athlete Advisory Committee
was presented with the NCAA Team Works Helper Helper
Community Service Competition Award. More than 500 Alma
student-athletes logged nearly 3,000 hours of community
service from September through November 2018, including
writing Christmas cards and shopping for gifts, packing
and sending them to military troops in tandem with a local
insurance company.
Student-athletes also volunteer at Masonic Pathways, for the
Mid Michigan Big Brothers Big Sisters program and with
Habitat for Humanity. This is the second-straight year Alma has
received the award.

Hall of Fame
Class of 2019
Alma College Athletics Hall of Fame
2019 inductees, from left: Josh Brehm
’06, Brenda Smith Jolls ’87, Jim Cole
’74, Rainy Inman Shorey ’97, Amy
Wolfgang Nieman ’90, Charles
“Bud” Acton.
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EALMA
VENTS at
COLLEGE
Alma College Hospitality and Event Services offers wedding
venues and personalized planning to make your next event

effortless & unforgettable.

Dehring
named
interim AD

Sarah Dehring, associate athletic
director and senior woman
administrator, was named
interim director of athletics
following the June resignation
of Athletic Director Steven
Rackley. Dehring joined the
Alma athletics staff in 2010 as
head women’s volleyball coach,
became the senior woman
administrator in 2013 and
advanced to an administrative
role in 2016.

Student-athlete
recognition
Wrestling All-Americans:
Brendan Ladd
Zachary Cooper
Women’s Golf Scholar All-American:
Tori Basso
Men’s Lacrosse Scholar All-American:
Jared Nycz

www.alma.edu/hospitality
(989) 463-7952

I

hospitality@alma.edu
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CHEER

RECONNECT

CELEBRATE

ALMA COLLEGE
SEPTEMBER 20-22, 2019
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
5:00 P.M. 	CLASS OF 1969 50-YEAR REUNION
8:00 P.M.	PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE AND
PIPE BAND CONCERT

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
8:30 A.M.

CHAPEL AND ALUMNI
MEMORIAL SERVICE

9:00 A.M.

SCOT TROT 5K

9:30 A.M.

GOLDEN THISTLE SOCIETY 			
BREAKFAST

11:00 A.M.

PARADE

NOON

HOMECOMING CELEBRATION LUNCH

2:00 P.M.

FOOTBALL GAME —
ALMA VS. ROCKFORD

4:30 P.M.

ALUMNI AND FACULTY RECEPTION

7:00 P.M.

ALUMNI AWARDS AND
CHOIR CONCERT

PLAID

		

PREVAILS

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
11:00 A.M.

BRUNCH

FOR A FULL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS AND TO REGISTER
VISIT ALMA.EDU/HOMECOMING.
ALL TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
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A

SUMMER
DAYi n Ju l y

ON CAMPUS
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Tell us what’s new!

The Tartan and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days.
Please send your news about promotions, honors, appointments, graduations,
marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old Alma
College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos. If you would like former
classmates to contact you, include your contact information. Submit your news online to: www.alma.edu/alumni-notes.

Mary Cross ’59 and Larry
celebrated their 62nd anniversary.
They recently welcomed great
grandson Oliver, who is the
grandson of Deana Cross
Fisher ’83 and the nephew of
Samantha Fisher ’16.

Roger Eddy ’71 planned to
participate in graduation ceremonies
in June 2019 from Fuller Theological
Seminary (Texas) with a Master of
Arts in Christian Leadership. He
currently serves as lay pastor for a
church plant in Bryan, Texas.

Warren Slodowski ’62 served
for the last six years as a volunteer
docent and tour guide at Dinosaur
Ridge in Morrison, Colo. Recently,
he was honored as the Volunteer
of the Year.

Gary Dorrien ’74 won the
American Library Association’s 2019
Choice Award for his book Breaking
White Supremacy. He previously
won the Choice Award for his book,
Social Ethics in the Making. He
teaches as the Reinhold Niebuhr
Professor at Union Theological
Seminary and Columbia University.

Trudy Evans Reif ’68 lives in
Bethlehem, Pa., after 40 years in the
Washington, D.C., area. She writes,
“I love my church and am getting to
know Jesus better every day. I am
thankful for all the things I learned
at Alma that pointed me in a good
direction.”
Janet Cook-Shetlar ’70 and Jim
Shetlar report that their son, David
’01, and family are living and
working in Ireland. Husband Jim is
the longest practicing physician in
Frankenmuth, Mich., history.
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Mark Wangberg ’75 reports that
his poems have come to life in a
new book, The White Silk Blouse,
by Connie Grauds ’75. The book
brings readers 27 new poems,
including responses to Blues and
Rap songs, and a spirit-inspired
Amazon jungle story.
Jim Daniels ’78 donated his
collection of contributor’s copies
of literary magazines to the Alma
College Library. His latest book, a
collection of linked short stories
titled The Perp Walk, was published
by Michigan State University Press.

Paul Popa ’83 retired Jan. 31 as
principal research scientist from
Dow Chemical after a 35-year
career. He plans to spend more
time with his wife Sharon and
pursue his passion for brewing as
part owner and brewmaster for
Tri-City Brewing in Bay City.
Jamie Blow ’84 culminated her
30-plus year Army career as a
colonel and the director of defense
pest management on Oct. 31, 2018.
She has accepted a position as a
program manager for research
and technology with the U.S.
Army Medical Research and
Material Command, Fort Detrick,
Frederick, Md.
Meg MacDonald ’85 reports the
release of her debut fantasy novel,
Oath Sworn (Book I in the Wolf’s
Oath Trilogy), in December 2018.
Meg lives in Flint with her husband,
children, one Norwegian Elkhound
and a clowder of cats. Follow
Meg on Twitter @kyrrimar or visit
her webpage at kyrrimar.com
or her Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/
megmacdonald.author/

Matthew Mims ’85 was promoted
to full professor at the University of
Nebraska at Kearney and spent the
spring semester of 2019 teaching
in the Czech Republic. Matthew
also coordinates an online higher
education student affairs master’s
program focused on student
development and counseling skills.
Rose Marie Fabrizio Brook ’92
has owned and managed the law
firm of Fabrizio & Brook in Troy for
the past 20 years and recently started
a separate law firm with two partners
in Puerto Rico. The HMB Law Group
assists lenders and homeowners with
the disastrous state of housing on the
island after Hurricane Maria.
Staci Hill McKeon ’97 and her
husband, Mark, published their
first book, available on Amazon in
paperback and on Kindle. Super
Safari: Book 1: The Reemergence is
a young adult action-adventure story
aimed at 10-to-16-year-olds.
Kristen Schutt ’00 announced the
May 2018 adoption of daughter Willo,
7, and the filing of adoption papers
for daughter Deonjaney, 13. “Our
forever family is happy and healthy.”
Nikole Canute ’02 was elected to
the management committee for Mika
Meyers, a Grand Rapids law firm.
Bree Brownlee ’04 was named
senior vice president, group account
director for the Leo Burnett Detroit
advertising agency, where she
leads the parts and specialty teams
for client General Motors. After an
almost 15-year career at Leo Burnett,
Bree is honored and excited for this
new role.

Marianna Smith ’17

MARIANNA SMITH AWARDED
USAID PAYNE FELLOWSHIP
Marianna Smith ’17 received the
post-graduate Donald M. Payne Graduate
Fellowship by the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID).
The fellowship, valued at $96,000, provides
support for two years of graduate school,
internships and professional development
activities as a pathway to a career in the
USAID Foreign Service.
“I’m so honored to be a part of such a
talented group of young people who
share a passion for addressing global
challenges,” says Smith.
Smith plans to pursue a master’s degree in
public policy. As part of her fellowship, she
will serve for five years as a USAID foreign
service officer, working with development
programs on issues like climate change
and food insecurity.
“I applied to this fellowship because it’s
a springboard for a career I’ve wanted
to pursue for a long time,” she says.
“Working as a foreign service officer, I will
be able to foster relationships with other
people and nations through development
work ultimately impacting economics,
diplomacy and working toward affording
everyone the opportunity to reach their
full potential.”
She credits her Alma College experience
for preparing her for a career in foreign
service. She spent four years on Alma’s
Model United Nations team and took
advantage of numerous international study
and service opportunities.
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‘THOSE WERE THE DAYS’
The Class of 1969 to observe
50th reunion

Race riots, the Vietnam war, free speech
movement, the Beatles, political unrest
in America and 289 graduating seniors
in front of the chapel under the elms.
For many of us, it was the culmination of
blood, sweat, tears and hard work.
Mary Hopkin was famous for her song,
“Those Were the Days’ — and, yes, “those
were the days.” We began in the fall of
1965, and four years later we made it
to graduation. We survived three exam
weeks annually, the thrill of our dorms,
the death of Old Main and the bagpipe
noises once Highland Festivals began.
For four years we played Frisbee on the
chapel lawn, sought sunbathing places,
attended required convocations, got
fanatical about IMs and bowed to the
knowledge of Drs. Walser, Thorndike,
Bechill, Cornelius, Kapp, MJJ Smith and
so many more.
In those days we rocked to John Denver,
Martha and the Vandellas, the Lettermen
and more. I miss the noises: The band
marching through campus snake dancing,
the juke box in Tyler, pinning serenades,
the choir at holidays — all contrasted by
the quietness of the library stacks.
We listened to the rumble of the stairs
during finals when sandwiches and
cookies were brought to rickety Wright
Hall. There were open and silent tears at
graduation. We all loved Swannie.
But, we made it — and soon our class returns for our 50th reunion this September.
No class had it as well as ours. Come on
back to be wined and dined. It’s never too
late to hear the words, “Loyal hearts will
cherish ever thought of thee…” Yes, those
were the days!

—MIKE OLSON ’69
CLASS PRESIDENT
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Jennifer Bussell Nagle ’05 was
hired as a business product analyst
for Comerica Bank in February 2019
in Auburn Hills.
Katherine Baleja ’06 earned her
Doctor of Educational Technology
degree from Central Michigan
University in December 2018.
Jon Morris ’06 joined Korn Ferry
as an associate client partner in the
Healthcare Advisory Practice. Jon
and his wife Lily also welcomed
their first son, Axel, to the family,
born Sept. 3, 2018.
Tyler Wellman ’08 and Ashley
Matuzak ’08 welcomed their
second child, Franklin Jeffrey
Wellman, on Dec. 7.
Melissa Boguslawski ’08
successfully defended her
dissertation in November 2018
and received her Ph.D. in health
behavior from the School of Public
Health at Indiana University. She
is now an assistant professor in
public health at Nova Southeastern
University in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.

Kristina Fuehring-Callahan
’09 and Dirkus Callahan ’05
announce the birth of their
first child, a daughter, early in
December 2018.
Ashlee Forde Kalthoff ’09 and
Trevor Kalthoff ’07 married
in September 2018. They were
surrounded by fellow Alma
College alumni and friends at their
Colorado destination wedding.
Martin Kuustik ’10 transitioned
to the head of the development
department at Coop Bank. The
Kuustik family welcomed Herbert
Kuustik, who was born on Oct.
20; his older sister Erika was very
happy regarding the news.
Nick McElroy ’14 entered
the Oakland Police Academy in
August 2018. He graduated Dec.
15 and was officially sworn in as
a Southfield, Mich., police officer
on Dec. 17.
Alora Adams ’15 graduated
from Eastern Michigan University
with a master’s degree in historic
preservation and moved to the
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma. ❖

ALUMNI BOARD
President
Krista Schroeder Ried ’94
Vice President
Dave DeLine ’11
Secretary
Mark Kraft-Strong ’08

Michael Altman ’80
Tom Anthony ’72
Daniel Baker ’10
Hugh Brenneman ’67
Leslie Burgess ’85
Laurie Eccles DeYoung ’04
Bert Dugan ’61
Jeane Cook Dugan ’64

STAY ON
CAMPUS
Alma College Hospitality and Event Services is pleased
to offer overnight accommodations on campus at the
Smith Alumni House, Gelston Room and the Meyer
House. Stay with us when you are visiting the Alma and
Gratiot County area, whether it is for a performance,
athletic game, wedding, business travel, or other event!

Mark Gadzinski ’84
Ronda Guimond ’96
Alexandria Cnudde Huntoon ’11
Kimberly Light ’05
Zabrina Santiago Lindsay ’87
Barbara MacPhail Lumsden ’76
Blake Padget ’15
Emily Weston Parker ’01
Amy Pratt ’04
Mary Skinner Sexton ’68
Anthony Rosenblum ’08
Steven Whetstone ’04
Matthew Yettaw ’15
Laura Morley Zuidema ’96

Book your stay at alma.edu/stay-on-campus.
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IN MEMORIAM
1940s

Paul Finchem ’53 died Nov. 5, 2018.

Wanda Hicks King ’42 died Sept. 28, 2018. Wanda

in the Dyer Little League and the Cub Scouts. He enjoyed
camping, traveling the world and spending time with his
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Robert is survived
by his wife, four children, eight grandchildren, eight
great-grandchildren and a sister.

worked at Applied Dynamics, Ann Arbor Civic Ballet,
Cecchetti Council of America and was the office manager
for Sylvia Studio of Dance. She enjoyed floral design, photography and camping trips up north with family.

1950s
Harry Craig ’50 died Feb. 27, 2019. After Alma, Harry
attended the University of Michigan and went on to receive his Juris Doctor degree from Wayne State University.
Harry served in the U.S. Navy, was a member of the
Michigan and American bar associations and was vice
president of the Ypsilanti Chamber of Commerce. Harry
retired from Ford Motor Company. He was a long-time
member of the Detroit Golf Club; he enjoyed travel and
spending summers in Goderich, Ont.
Ralph Hinderleider ’51 died March 5, 2019. After graduation from dental school, Ralph was commissioned as
an officer in the U.S. Air Force. He practiced dentistry
in Alma alongside his wife, Audrey, who was his dental
hygienist for many years. He is survived by two children,
five grandchildren, one great-grandson and two siblings.

Joe Thibedeau ’51 died Feb. 27, 2019. Joe taught mathematics, coached football and other sports for more than
40 years at Vicksburg, Alma and Traverse City Central high
schools. He was active with the Boy Scouts of America for
nearly 50 years. Joe is survived by his wife, four children,
eight grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren and a sister,
Helen Thibedeau Potoczak ’56.

Olive Cravens Kirkendall ’52 died Jan. 3, 2019. After
Alma, Olive attended the University of Michigan, where
she earned a bachelor’s degree in English literature. She
was active in community organizations. Olive is survived
by three children, two step-children, nine grandchildren
and eight great-grandchildren.

Harold “Bud” Walker ’52 died May 11, 2019. A World
War II veteran, Bud earned his bachelor of science degree
and worked as a chemist at the Dow Chemical Company.
He is survived by his five children, five grandchildren and
one great-grandson.
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Robert Carney ’54 died Dec. 20, 2018. Robert was active

Robert Hollway ’54 died Nov. 28, 2018. Robert retired
from the Algonac school system as an assistant superintendent after 39 years of service. He loved downhill skiing,
boating, reading, traveling and spending time with his
family. He is survived by his wife, two daughters, seven
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
Gordon Vliet ’54 died Jan. 16, 2019. After Alma, Gordon
attended the College of William & Mary. He served with
distinction in the U.S. Navy in charge of the legal office on
the U.S.S. Worcester. Known for his humor, he was a cartoonist for “The Navy Times” and the ship’s newsletter. He
spent many years as president of The Alma Varsity Shop,
followed by a long career in higher education at William &
Mary. He is survived by his wife, three siblings and many
nieces and nephews.
Thomas William “Bill” Varney ’56 died March 5, 2019.
Bill taught the first graduating class at Frankenmuth High
School and was employed by GM-EDS/Hewlett Packard
for over 37 years. He was a member of the Frankenmuth
United Methodist Church, was active in the Lions Club and
earned several awards from community service groups in
Frankenmuth. He is survived by his wife, six children, 12
grandchildren and three siblings.

Janet Anderson Wagar ’56 died Dec. 16, 2018. Janet
spent nearly 32 years teaching at Breckenridge Elementary
School. In her retirement years she enjoyed summers in
Charlevoix, where she volunteered at the local hospital,
had fun with her art loving group of “River Rats,” the
Monday morning coffee clutch and her grandchildren.
She is survived by two children and five grandchildren.

Patricia Sowers Fuerstenau ’58 died Sept. 21, 2018.
Patricia taught high school students for many years.
During her retirement she was involved in the American
Association of University Women. She served as an
elder and deacon at Jackson’s First Presbyterian Church.
She is survived by her husband, two daughters and
two grandchildren.

William J. Kube ’58 died Nov. 30, 2018. William earned
his medical degree in 1961 and practiced medicine
in Kalamazoo until his retirement in 1997. During
retirement he devoted himself to farming and raising
Simmental cattle. His last years in Michigan were devoted to his antique car collection, especially Model A
Fords. He is survived by his four children, two grandchildren and three siblings.

Bruce Farrell ’59 died March 16, 2019. Bruce lived the
majority of his life in Marquette teaching mathematics
and Spanish; his teaching career spanned over 40 years.
He was a tennis coach at Negaunee High School for 23
years. When he wasn’t teaching he spent a great deal of
time building homes. Bruce is survived by his wife, two
daughters and four grandsons.

Rachel Closser Kube ’59 died March 24, 2019. She
was a member of the Gobles, Mich., School Board
for 16 years, a member of the Gobles Public Schools
Foundation, and a Gobles Area 4H leader of the Club
Calves Group. One of Rachel’s passions was her love of
the theatre, volunteering at the Kalamazoo Civic Theatre
and starring in several radio theatre productions. She
also was an avid horseman, showing quarter horses
until 2013. She is survived by four children, two grandchildren and her brother.

Michael “Mike” Leonard ’59 died Nov. 1, 2018. Mike
was an automotive executive with a widely-respected
work ethic; his career spanned more than 40 years.
He spent nearly every summer on the shores of Lake
Cadillac, where he enjoyed boating and spending
time with his family. He served as chairman of the
Presbyterian Villages of Michigan and was a trustee
emeritus at Alma College. Mike is survived by his wife,
two daughters and five grandchildren.

William “Bill” Pugh ’59 died Jan. 30, 2019. Bill was a
teacher at Winamac, Ind., Community Middle school for
nearly 30 years. He was the first varsity football coach
at Winamac, was instrumental in forming the wrestling
program, and was a longtime member of the Winamac
First United Methodist Church. Bill enjoyed fishing,
camping and spending time with family. He is survived
by five children and 13 grandchildren.

1960s
Nancy Erber Miller ’60 died Dec. 31, 2018. Nancy was
dedicated to early childhood education; she taught kindergarten, established and taught a preschool, developed and
taught a parent-child program at Muskegon Community
College and established an award-winning parenting
program with Orchard View Community Education. She
enjoyed sailing, traveling, dancing, seeing plays, going
to concerts and getting together with friends. Nancy is
survived by her husband, a brother, two daughters, 12
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
James “Jim” Greenlees ’62 died April 5, 2019. Jim was
inducted into the Alma College Hall of Fame in 1977.
He earned a Doctor of Dental Surgery degree from the
University of Detroit Dental School, where he later taught.
Jim enjoyed working with children and was known to the
neighborhood children as the “Balloon Man.” He loved
all sports and was a single digit handicap golfer. Jim is
survived by his wife, two brothers and many nieces
and nephews.
Linda Ross Lee ’62 died May 23, 2019. After Alma, Linda
was selected for the Crossroads Africa program to help
build a school in Ethiopia. She was a first-grade teacher
and spent 12 years caring for children in her daycare
program. Linda was a member of the Flint Junior Women’s
Club and assisted with the planning of the Flint River
Memorial Park. She is survived by her husband, three
children, eight grandchildren and two brothers.

Margaret Potter Moomey ’65 died Feb. 22, 2019.
John Bird ’69 died Dec. 10, 2018.
Robert Emmert ’69 died Nov. 14, 2018. Robert worked
for General Electric in Fort Wayne, Ind., from 1989 to 1994
and for Patrick Industries/Bristol Laminating from 1999 to
2008. He and his wife Carolyn were co-owners of Carobob
Concessions of Middlebury for seven years. He was a
member of the Middlebury Optimist Club and served as
president of the Middlebury Park Association.

Pamela “Pam” Paulson Haggarty ’69 died Jan. 9, 2019.
After Alma, Pam earned a Master of Public Health degree.
She loved hiking, bicycling, cross-country skiing, drawing
and painting, flying an airplane, scrapbooking, geocaching
and exploring the White Mountains with her husband.
→
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IN MEMORIAM
1970s

1980s

William “Bill” Sloat ’71 died May 15, 2016. Bill spent his
career in the newspaper industry. He is survived by his
wife, Linda, two brothers, four children, nine grandchildren and one great-grandchild.

Jeffrey Holcomb ’81 died Jan. 17, 2019. After Alma, Jeff
earned a master’s degree in chemical engineering from
Arizona State University and an MBA from St. Thomas
University. He met annually with his fraternity brothers at
Alma. He is survived by his wife, two sons, his father and
two siblings.

Mary “MJ” Thompson Wagner ’72 died Jan. 21, 2019.
Mary Jane was an avid scuba diver and traveled all over
the world. Her love of travel was the reason she started
her own travel business known as “Travel with Mary
Jane.” She is survived by her three children, a granddaughter and a sister.

Pamela Beardslee Roth ’74 died April 22, 2019. Pam
taught for several years in Cass City and Caseville
schools. In addition to teaching, she coached track, basketball and Envirothon and was the coordinator for the
annual seventh grade camp. She had a lifelong love
of horses, which led her to establish P.S. Arabians, and
she was a leader in Lucky Horseshoe 4-H; she initiated
the first equestrian team at Caseville High School.
Pam is survived by her husband, two daughters and
10 grandchildren.

William Weall ’75 died Sept. 5, 2018. William enjoyed
hunting and fishing and was a member of the National
Rifle Association. Bill is survived by his two children and
two grandsons.

Thomas Schmidt ’76 died Jan. 18, 2019. Tom was
president of Finan and Schmidt Insurance from 1979
until the time of his death. He was active in the community, serving as director of Port Austin State Bank and a
member of the Port Austin Chamber of Commerce. He
was instrumental in raising money for the area fireworks
display. He was a member of the Audubon Society, Sierra
Club, Greenpeace and Smithsonian. Tom is survived by
two siblings, many nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

Deborah Swartzwelter Dean ’83 died Feb. 19, 2019.
In recent years, Deborah was a senior vice president for
Cross Country Health Care. She is survived by her husband, two children and two siblings.

1990s
Joshua Delbarker ’99 died March 14, 2019. Joshua had a
soft spot for stray animals, enjoyed playing golf and was
an excellent fisherman. He is survived by his parents and
three siblings.

2010s
Ashley Hoke ’13 died Jan. 15, 2019. Ashley is survived
by a daughter, her parents and three siblings.

Faculty/Staff
Wayne Hintz died Feb. 25, 2019. Wayne was a faculty
member from 1957-1964 and coached men’s basketball,
men’s cross country, men’s tennis and men’s track and
field at Alma College. He later taught physical education
and coached in Traverse City. He was a professional
canoe-racing enthusiast and enjoyed woodcarving and
other pursuits.

LouAnn Lucas died Dec. 20, 2018. LouAnn worked in
the registrar’s office and mailroom of Alma College for
several years before her retirement in 2011. ❖
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Annual
Giving
Three ways to
make a difference
Your annual gift to Alma College
supports the student experience
in numerous ways. This year,
we highlight three funds that
maximize your impact — making
Alma more affordable, accessible
and beautiful than ever.

Alma Fund
Keep Alma
affordable.

Scot
Scholarship
Fund
Propel a Scot
to greatness.

Please join fellow alumni, parents and
friends by making your gift online
at alma.edu/donate or return the
enclosed business reply envelope.

Academics
and Athletics
Enrich your
favorite program.

Learn more
alma.edu/giving

WHICH TYPE OF AMBASSADOR ARE YOU?
ADMISSIONS AMBASSADOR
Assist with on- and off-campus admission events, attend Discover Alma dinners and refer
prospective students.
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AMBASSADOR
Volunteer as guest lecturers, alternative break partners, service-learning hosts, student mentors,
student organization advisors, campus speakers, or assist with student research.
PHILANTHROPY AMBASSADOR
Provide financial support for student scholarships, Venture grants, athletic teams, performance groups, academic programs and actively encourage others to do the same.
CAREER AND INTERNSHIP AMBASSADOR
Connect Scots with your peers and colleagues for graduate programs and career and internship
opportunities and link students to established career networks.
COMMUNICATION AMBASSADOR
Actively share success stories and promote college events, activities, teams, groups and
departments.

VISIT ALMA.EDU/AMBASSADOR-PROGRAM TO REGISTER AS AN AMBASSADOR
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614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599

THE

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

MAGAZIN E

The Tartan Magazine is published for
alumni, students, parents and friends of
Alma College. Please recycle this magazine
and pass it on to a prospective student.

ORDER ALMA COLLEGE CLOTHING AND MORE AT

BOOKSTORE.ALMA.EDU
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