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Senior Presentations

Math Club Meets at Prof. Sipka’s on THUR

T

his Thursday the Math Club will be meeting at
Prof. Sipka’s house for a time of games, fun,
and plenty of food. The group will be meet in the
lobby of Wright Hall at 9:00 pm, and then make the
short walk together to his house on Center St.

he last two senior presentations will be on
Tuesday. We encourage you to attend these
talks and support our seniors. Both talks are in SAC
113, with the first talk beginning at 4:00.

T

Tuesday, March 20th
4:00 Rendrall Banford

Everyone is welcome!

“Global Illumination for Realtime
Graphics Applications”

4:30 Nick Fuller
“Mathematical Paradoxes”

Come for refreshments at 3:50.
Last Call for Problem Solvers - April

M

7th

ATH STUDENTS:
Your
department
needs you! You are invited
to participate in the 2018
Lower Michigan Math
Competition (LMMC) that
will be held on Saturday,
April 7th, at Hillsdale
College. This is a friendly
competition among mostly
small colleges in Michigan.
Teams of two or three students will take the tenproblem exam from 9:30 to 12:30. After the exam
we’ll have lunch and then head back to campus. We
should be back on campus around 3:30. If you enjoy
solving interesting math problems, then participating in the LMMC might be fun for you. If you’re
interested, please let Professor Sipka know ASAP.

Good Read with a Math Theme

A

re you looking for a good book to read in your
spare time? Here are three works of fiction that
you’ll find in our library.
Uncle Petros and Goldbach’s Conjecture by
Apostolos Doxiagis
The Wild Numbers by Philibert Schogt
The French Mathematician by Tom Petsinis

Upper Level Courses Next Fall

I

f you need an upper-level elective for next fall,
then please consider the following.

MTH 323 Complex Analysis (Dr. Dai)
MTH 345 Stochastic Processes (Dr. Westgate)
CSC 345 Artificial Intelligence (TBA)
CSC 430 Theory of Computing (Dr. Thall)

The Goldbach Conjecture

Puzzles of the Bi-week

C

hristian Goldbach was a Russian professor of
mathematics. In a letter to Leonhard Euler on
June 7, 1742, Goldbach stated, “at least it seems that
every number that is greater than two is the sum of
three primes.” At that time the number one was
considered to be prime. This convention has since
changed and the Goldbach Conjecture has since
been restated. This conjecture, sometimes referred
to as the strong or binary Goldbach Conjecture, now
states that all positive even integers greater than two
can be written as the sum of two primes.

W

This conjecture has been just that, a conjecture, for
nearly 300 years. The first significant breakthrough
in the proof of the Goldbach Conjecture was in 1930
when a Soviet mathematician proved every natural
number can be expressed as the sum of not more
than 20 prime numbers. Another Soviet proved that
every “sufficiently large” odd natural number can be
expressed as the sum of at most three prime numbers
in 1937. Then in 1973 a Chinese mathematician
proved that every “sufficiently large” even natural
number is the sum of a prime and a product of at
most two primes.

T

From 2000 to 2002, a book publishing company
actually offered a $1,000,000 prize to anyone who
could prove Goldbach’s conjecture. The contest was
intended to drum up publicity for a fictional book
titled, Uncle Petros and Goldbach’s Conjecture.
However, 2002 came and went and the conjecture
remains unproven today. Cheyenne Kalfsbeek

Solution to Previous Puzzle

C

an you add two straight lines to the diagram
below and produce 10 triangles? Draw the two
dashed lines, and then count the TEN triangles.

hat is the ratio of the areas of the two equilateral triangles?

en sticks have been arranged to form three
squares of the same size. Show that it’s possible
to form four rectangles of the same size by moving
only two sticks.

A prize of $1 per puzzle will be awarded to the 1st
student who submits a correct solution to Prof. Sipka.
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