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Next Colloquium – Thursday, Nov. 30th

Three Participate in MATH Challenge

I

n Saturday, November 4th, 81 teams from 27
different colleges & universities participated
in the 23rd Annual MATH Challenge, a teamoriented math competition sponsored by the Alma
College Department of Math & C.S. Alma entered
one team in this year’s competition: Alexandra
Bieri, Cheyenne Kalfsbeek, & Tarcie Watkins.
The results of the competition will not be known
for several weeks.

n referendum elections, voters
are often required to register
simultaneous votes on multiple
questions or proposals. The separability problem, first identified in
the late 1990s, occurs when a
voter's preferences on one or more
proposals depend on the outcomes
of other proposals. In this talk, Dr.
Jonathan Hodge, Professor of Mathematics at
Grand Valley State University, will survey some of
the more interesting mathematical results
pertaining to the separability problem. This talk
should be accessible to most undergraduates; in
fact, most of the results in it were discovered
and/or proved by undergraduates!

“The Mathematics of
Referendum Elections”
Date: Thursday, November 30th
Time: 4:00
Place: SAC 113
Refreshments at 3:50

O

Now is the Time to Think about REU’s

H

ave you ever thought about going to graduate
school to study in mathematics or computer
science? Would you like to “test the water” and
see if grad school might be the right thing for you?
If you’re a junior wrestling with these questions,
then please consider applying for a summer REU
(Research Experience for Undergraduates). This is
a great opportunity to spend 7 or 8 weeks of the
summer working on some interesting project in
mathematics or computer science. And to make it
even more attractive, you’ll receive a stipend of
approximately $4000 in addition to free room and
board. There are numerous REU’s dealing with a
wide variety of topics. Please check out the topics
and deadlines for applying at the following
website: www.ams.org/employment/reu.html

For Lovers of Calculus

C

heck out this indefinite integral!
2

3

∫ 3(ice) d(ice) = (ice) + C
3

= (ice) + sea
= iceberg

The REU Search

The Math Club

O
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ne of the things that makes Alma College
great is the opportunities is provides
undergraduate students. A good number of Alma
College students participate in experiential learning
such as research, internships, and off-campus
studying. Today we are going to talk about
widening our search for things such as research
experiences beyond the boundaries of campus.
The gist is that there exist opportunities known as
REUs—Research Experiences for Undergraduates—for which student researchers get paid a
stipend. These are programs hosted by colleges and
universities from across the nation. Students will
typically spend 8-10 weeks with faculty at the host
institution exploring the topic, and their experience
will culminate with a presentation of findings.
Programs for which these opportunities exist range
from anthropology to chemistry and mathematics.
In most cases, the applications for these open in
mid or late November and remain open until the
beginning of February. That doesn’t mean wait
until mid-January to apply! To be a good candidate
you will have to put some time into your application and answering host faculty’s questions fully.
Also, in most cases these programs ask for letters
of recommendation from professors that can speak
to your competence. Asking a professor for one of
these at the last moment is not a wise choice. Doing so may even harm the recommendation that
they give.
There have been two sites that I have found especially helpful in my search for REUs. The first is
from the National Science Foundation at
https://www.nsf.gov/crssprgm/reu/reu_search.jsp &
the second is from the American Mathematical Society at http://www.ams.org/programs/students/empreu. Hopefully these will get your search off to a
good start. Cheyenne Kalfsbeek

Get Help in Precalc AND Calc 1, 2, & 3

T

utors are available to students in Precalculus
and Calculus on the following days and times.

Precalc:
Calc 1:
Calc 2:
Calc 3:

M, Tu, Th, & Sun: 7–9 pm in SAC 214.
Tu, W, & Th, 7–9 pm in SAC 315.
Tu & Th, 7–9 pm in the math bay.
Tu & Th, 7–9 pm in SAC 216.

he Math Club meets EVERY TUESDAY at
9:00 pm in Dow 132.

If the #2 pencil is the most popular pencil in use
today, why is it called #2?

Puzzle of the Bi-week

Y

our math professor, who tells the funniest
jokes, has altered the next line in the famous
poem, The Night Before Christmas. Can you
figure out the humorous punchline?
‘Twas the night before Christmas and all
through the house, not a creature was stirring,
not even a mouse. The stockings were hung by
the chimney with care...
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A prize of $2.00 will be awarded to the 1st student
who submits a correct solution to Prof. Sipka.
Student assistant: Cheyenne Kalfsbeek
Faculty advisor: Tim Sipka
Distribution:
Jackie Gage SAC 224
If you would like to submit an announcement or a short article,
please send it via e-mail to Tim Sipka (sipka@alma.edu).

