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Next Colloquium – Thursday, Oct. 18th

Math Club Meets at Prof. Sipka’s House

O

he Math Club will meet at Prof. Sipka’s house
on Tuesday, October 10th for a time of FUN
and FOOD. Please meet in the
Wright Hall lobby at 8:50 pm, and
the group will make the long journey
(about 400 feet) together over to his
house. Everyone is welcome!

ur third colloquium of the year will be a
presentation by two Alma College students,
Dominick Adams and Cheyenne Kalfsbeek. This
duo spent six weeks of their summer interning at
Henry Ford Health System in Detroit under the
supervision of Dr. Ganesa Wegienka, a 1994 Alma
math alumna. During their time at Henry Ford, they
worked with a team
of epidemiologists
from the Department
of Public Health
Sciences.
While
there they were also
fortunate enough to
meet several professionals in related fields, such as
genetics, statistics, and bioinformatics. Join them as
they discuss some of their day-to-day
responsibilities and the overall effect the experience
had on them.

“Our Summer Internships at Henry
Ford Health System”
Date: Wednesday, October 18th
Time: 4:00
Place: SAC 113
Prior to the talk, join Alma College Math Club
in SAC 113 at 3:30 to:

Build-Your-Own-Sundae

T

Upper-level Math Course in Spring

I

f you’re a math major or minor,
and you need an upper-level
math course, then consider taking
MTH 391 during Spring Term
2018. MTH 391 is Introduction
to Graph Theory, and it has a
relatively low prerequisite of
MTH 122. For more info on the
course, stop by Prof. Sipka’s
office in SAC 252.

New NS-3 Course in Spring: Data Mining

D

ata mining is the study of
methods used for gathering information and making
predictions from large sets of
data. We will study several
types of data mining, including classification,
regression, clustering, and dimension reduction. We
will apply each method to real data from various
fields, and we will include computer assignments,
using the programming language R. Each student
will also perform a final project involving a real data
set of the student's own choosing. Prerequisite is
MTH 100 or placement. This course will count towards the math minor. See Dr. Westgate for more info.

Maryam Mirzakhani: A Profile in Math

Puzzle of the Bi-week

F

W

irst awarded in
1936, the Fields
Medal is the equivalent to the Nobel
Prize for the field of
mathematics.
In
2014, the award
made its way into
the hands of its first
female and its first
Iranian recipient. This brilliant mathematician was
Maryam Mirzakhani.
In 1977 Mirzakhani was born in Tehran, the capital
of Iran. As a child, she liked to read and thought of
becoming a writer. Eventually she found her passion
to be mathematics and proved outstanding in it. She
then went on to study mathematics at Sharif
University of Technology before obtaining a Ph.D.
from Harvard in 2004. In 2009, she became a
professor at Stanford University.
Mirzakhani explored her fascination of geometric
and complex curved surfaces through her study of
Teichmuller theory, hyperbolic geometry, Ergodic
theory and symplectic geometry. While this work
was all highly theoretical in nature there are a great
deal of potential applications in theoretical physics,
engineering, material science and the study of prime
numbers and cryptography.
On July 14th, Mirzakhani passed away after losing
her bout with breast cancer. While Mirzakhani
already received the Fields Medal, admiration for
her contributions will likely only grow as a diverse
group of researchers from an array of fields put her
hard work to good use. Cheyenne Kalfsbeek

Get Help in Precalc AND Calc 1, 2, & 3

T

utors are available to students in Precalculus
and Calculus on the following days and times.

Precalc: M, Tu, Th, & Sun: 7 – 9 pm in SAC 214.
Calc 1: Tu, W, & Th, 7–9 pm in SAC 315.
Calc 2: Tu & Th, 7–9 pm in math bay.
Calc 3: Tu & Th, 7–9 pm
in SAC 216.
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