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Re-imagining the liberal arts
What a joy it has been to celebrate Alma’s 125th
anniversary! For every one of our 125 years,
Alma College has provided students with a
life-changing education centered on the values
that will sustain them for a lifetime. We have
focused an Alma education on the growth of the
whole person and on the development of a whole
life. These values will ensure that our college
will thrive for the next 125 years and beyond.
We know we must build on the values we have
always held.
We know, too that we cannot be satisfied with
simply being what we have been. I am suggesting that our greatest opportunity is to re-imagine
what the liberal arts college can be for our society
and for the world.
What must such a re-imagining entail? Among
the things I think we will need to pursue:

foundation of an Alma education and model
citizenship by addressing the real problems of
our state, national and global communities.
• We must partner deeply with the off-campus
community, extending our resources to help
Alma, Gratiot County and Michigan thrive.
• In doing all of these things, we must seek to
engage the world in the great story of Alma
College.
We also will work to keep our beautiful campus
one of the loveliest in our region, renovating some
of our older residence halls and academic buildings and working to build a seamless connection
with the Alma downtown. I anticipate that we
also will renovate the central symbol of our college, Dunning Memorial Chapel, and consider
the addition of a student center to campus.

• We must be better stewards of our resources,
creating a more sustainable community, respectful of the environment and connected to
local farmers, tradesmen and businesses.

We will do these things because we must do
them if we want an Alma education to be for
our students of the next 125 years the life changing experience it has been for our students of the
last 125.

• We must better reflect America’s rapidly
evolving diversity. Like other great liberal arts
colleges, we must reach further afield for our
next generation of students.

I am grateful for all you do for Alma, and I
would like to hear from you what you hope for
Alma for the years to come.

• We must bring the world to our campus and
ensure that our students have opportunities to
learn through their engagement with the world.
• We must recommit to “citizenship” as the
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Celebration

Week
April 6-9, 2011

“In his charge for his audience on that June
day in 1891 when Alma’s first class was graduating, Alma’s new president [August Bruske]
expressed the hope and optimism that would
characterize his years at Alma: ‘You are still
but at the beginning,’ he said. Bruske’s 21
years in this office would see the college
transformed as enrollment and endowment
grew and the ‘jungle, grove and campus fair’
began to take the form we know today. Alma
in his years grew from a struggling start-up to
a thriving college preparing men and women for leadership and service to community.
Such faith in the future and optimism as we
see in August Bruske have been the hallmarks of Alma’s 125 years, as they will be,
must be, for our next 125.”
President Jeff Abernathy on Alma’s hallmarks of hope and optimism
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<< James Young III of Saginaw
was awarded the 2011 Barlow
Trophy, Alma College’s most
prestigious award for a graduating senior. Young served as
president of the Multicultural
Student Union, participated in
Center for Responsible Leadership activities, volunteered
on alternative break service
projects, and was captain of
the football team.

We asked

questions and
answers came from our Facebook
page. Join the Alma College
community on Facebook!

facebook.com/almacollege

We asked: What was the best part of your Alma Experience?
Andi Whitmore ’07: The best part of the experience is definitely being
part of a community of learners to not only learn and grow with, but also
from. SO proud of my education from Alma College! I will forever say,
“Go, Scots!”
Tamara Webster ’90: Stacking sandbags along with the College president
during the 1986 floods. And Kapp and Dr. Walser knowing my name on
the first day I was on campus. That’s leadership.
Katelyn Moy Lapham ’08: As a student, my favorite part was working as
an RA and making connections with my residents and staff members. I
liked it so much I’m back working in Gelston Hall now!

Senior Dinner >>
is a new tradition
that began with
the graduating
class of 2011. Art
Smith Arena was
filled with seniors
and parents as student awards were
presented.

www.alma.edu
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Honors Day 2011 celebrated
the academic achievements of
Alma’s students.

We asked: What was the bestever senior class prank?
Kevin McKinley ’96: Mark St. Martin ’96
took every roll of toilet paper out of every
bathroom on all four levels in Mitchell,
but I’m not one to tattle.
Rebecca Hadia Monsour ’04: I helped
organize putting the Alpha Gam House
up for sale with a local realtor... It was a
fun idea until the day of the prank when
the Dean called us to his office. Talk
about scary!
Amy Hoffman Hamilton ’98: The physics
majors of the class of ’98 kidnapped physics professor Dr. Deci’s dead pet goldfish
(that’s a different story). We took pictures
of the goldfish all over campus, made up
ransom notes accompanying the pictures,
and sent them to Dr. Deci every couple of
days. We wore pictures of goldfish on our
caps at Honors Convo, fessing up to our
crime, and proceeded to give Dr. Deci his
fish back afterwards.
6
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Alma’s amazing facilities team
transformed Art Smith Arena
into a rock concert venue for
the Neon Trees performance on
Thursday night.

www.alma.edu
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<< “Momentum,” a sculpture donated by Glenn
and Sherry Granger in honor of former president
Saundra Tracy, was dedicated on April 8. Pictured,
from left, are Board Chair Candace Dugan, Piping
Director Andrew Duncan, Janelle Granger ’14,
Saundra Tracy, President Jeff Abernathy, Chaplain
Carol Gregg and Doug Tracy.
An Inaugural symposium titled “Building
Sustainable and Compassionate Communities in
the 21st Century: Challenges and Opportunities
for Scholarship, Stewardship and Leadership” also
took place on April 8. Panelists included, from
left, Aaron Renn, Dennis Aloia, William Dilts and
Todd Swanstrom.

We asked: What would
you bequeath to Dr. Abernathy on Inauguration Day?
Mark Petz ’87: A signed copy of
Statistics: The Essentials of Research
by retired Alma professor of
psychology, Dr. Henry Klugh. It
inspires humility.

“A liberal arts education has always been about changing community, bettering lives, solving problems. … For the Stoics, a
group of philosophers in the third century, a liberal education
was specifically one that makes a person free — free to speak

Jenna Martin Gibson ’02:
Tartan underwear!

one’s mind in the public forum, free to engage in debate, free

Shabnam Mirsaeedi ’05:
A world map with little dots to
mark where all the Alma College
alumni have gone, so that he can
“feel” the depth of the Alma experience around the globe.

solve society’s problems and improve the lives of others. An

Jenn Wysocki ’02: A Doc Rock
style toupe.
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to represent the views of others and make one’s case, free to
Alma education has for 125 years been this type of liberal arts
education, an education that, at its heart, prepares citizens to
take on the most vexing of society’s problems.”
President Jeff Abernathy on the values of a liberal arts education

<<

The Alma College Pipe Band
played as delegates, faculty and
platform members processed into the
Hogan Center’s Art Smith Arena

<< The Inauguration ceremony was
attended by more than 1,500 guests,
The audience included Alma College
alumni, students, faculty and staff, as
well as more than 30 delegates from
other colleges and universities and
many residents of Gratiot County.

www.alma.edu

9

<< Students played a significant role in President Abernathy’s inauguration.
Maggie Watters and Ryan Horton presented a video and posters depicting
Alma’s rich past.

We asked: What did you think of Inauguration Day?

Gayle Sparks ’73: I was so proud to share the events with my son, Kenny
Sparks ’13, who is a third generation Alma student. Alma pride really
gets in the bones and remains there forever!
Meekin Udell ’10: It was amazing! And such an honor to be a part of
something that has only happened 13 times over the past 125 years! My
favorite part was the short video, “Scotty Likes.” It proves what a great fit
Dr. (now President) Abernathy is for Alma.
Doris Meyer Balgoyen ’72: Music was terrific: 10 pipers! Loch Lomond
(in the flash mob style) was a tearjerker — just awesome.

10
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Performances by the choirs, Kiltie Wind Ensemble, Percussion Ensemble and Pipe Band punctuated the event.

>> Saundra Tracy presents Jeff Abernathy with the Alma College
Presidential Medallion.

“I am so glad to be here. I am honored by
your confidence in me and by your welcome.
You are remarkable people and ours is a remarkable college. Your creativity and your
aspirations inspire me. Your compassion
and brilliance, your creativity and your hard
work, will ensure that we meet those aspirations and more. Though our college is 125
years old, I can, like August Bruske, say with
good reason this day that we ‘are still but
at the beginning.’ Great things will come for
Alma College in the years ahead if we work
together to achieve them with all our passion
and compassion, all our love and devotion.”
President Jeff Abernathy on being Alma’s President

www.alma.edu
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Letters to the editor

Many alumni responded to the “125 defining moments” feature in the
Winter 2011 Accents and our invitation for additional defining moments.
Here is what they wrote:
Zeta Sigma was founded in 1889 (not 1888). The original constitution lists Nov. 16, 1889 as the founding date. Ryan Horton ’11

“When this jubilant celebration of
125 years of Alma is done, when the
last of the punch is consumed and
the whole thing is mashed-up on
YouTube, we will return to the work
of being Alma. You, far more than
I, have defined what it means to be
Alma, and why we take such pride
in a simple claim: We are Alma. You
have said … we are members of this
community, of it and not above it …
and you have also said that an Alma
education engages our students
with the world. … We at Alma College must continue to find ways for
our students to take on the world’s
problems as their own, as so many
of our students have done through
125 years.”
President Jeff Abernathy on Alma’s values
For the full text of Dr. Abernathy’s speech visit:
alma.edu/about/offices/president/
speeches/2011/inauguration_address
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I graduated from Crystal High School in 1958, 20 miles from
Alma with only 17 in my class. AC had about 600 students when I
enrolled, big compared to the 125 total in my high school. While I
was a good student and salutatorian of my class, I was not prepared
with study habits for success at Alma. I joined Delta Sigma Phi, the
Kiltie Band and had a great social life my freshman year. Academic
probation happened, and it was the personal interest of academic
advisor, Professor Roy McClintock, and student Norman Blemaster,
that I gained control and graduated in 1962. Other professors that
made a real difference include Harry Landis, Ron Kapp, Gunda
Kaiser and Paul Storey. I know that I would have never made it at
any other college or university. I was successful because of “ONLY
ONE ALMA!” Stu Strait ’62
After a chance meeting with the Admissions Office at a Synod Youth
Assembly in 1949, the decision to attend Alma College brought new
family through Chapel, Alma Christian Association, fraternity and
a well-rounded education, where I met my future wife. We were
married in 1954. A final blessing was the choice of son Steve to attend
Alma. He graduated in 1979. Personal friendships have lasted, including not only faculty but also presidents of the wonderful college
we still call our alma mater. Richard E. Wylie ’53
One of the great defining moments in entertainment at Alma was
the Jeff Beck Group concert on October 12, 1968. Today, Beck is regarded as one of the best rock guitarists ever. However, what really
set the concert over the top was his band mates; Ronnie Wood, now
of the Rolling Stones, on guitar and the lead singer was none other
than Rod Stewart. I sat in the third row, and I remember telling my
date that night, Janet Todd Webb ’70, that I was certain that the lead
singer was going places. He did!
I also was one of the ones who drank a few cold beers with John
Denver after a concert. Around 1985, I ran into him at a reception
at the U.S. State Department, and he fondly remembered his early
days of performing and drinking at Alma. Birge Watkins ’71
The Alma College fight song was composed in September 1961
(not 1960), my freshman year. I watched Dr. Sam Jones rewrite
the music during band practice. It only took him five minutes to
rewrite each section’s music. After he handed it out, we had five
minutes to look it over. We then played it. It was very exciting to
play, and it sounded great the first time. It has not changed since
September 1961. Larry Fiedler ’66

Student news
Biering, Malloy, Clark bring Alma’s Fulbright total to 20
Seniors Lisa Biering of Williamston, Michael Malloy of Laingsburg and
Chelsesa Clark of Coopersville were awarded Fulbright Scholarships,
becoming Alma’s 18th, 19th and 20th Fulbright scholars since 2003. Biering will teach English and study gender issues in Indonesia. Malloy will
teach English in Spain and research immigration issues. Clark will teach
English in Malaysia and study climate change.

Walters honored for community impact
Standish senior Alyssa Walters was one of six students in Michigan to
receive the Outstanding Community Impact Award, which honors
students who have made service an integral part of their college experience. Walters was a driving force in the development and formation of
the Alternative Break Student Advisory Board, on which she served as
board chair. Michigan Campus Compact presents the award annually.

Students create sustainable business plan for Ugandan village
Two members of Alma College’s Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE)
traveled to Uganda last January, where they created a sustainable
business plan for villagers in Muko. Working with Agape Community
Transformation (ACT) Uganda, a non-governmental organization
that has a partnership between five churches in Michigan and several
churches in Muko, Oakwood Hills, IL, senior Bill McHenry and Haslett junior Holly Oemke spent two weeks helping villagers figure out
how to ensure the proceeds from the sales of their handcrafted items
return to the village. The students created inventory management
systems and addressed import and export issues. They also held focus
groups to identify the village’s needs and taught villagers how to manage the quality of their items.

Student organization promotes knowledge of international
criminal law
Alma College is one of the first undergraduate colleges in the United
States to belong to the International Criminal Court Student Network
(ICCSN). Created in 2006 by students at the London School of Economics, the ICCSN aims to promote the work of the ICC and increase
knowledge of international criminal law. Alma joins Duke University
School of Law, the University of Cambridge and other prestigious
institutions in a global community that connects students who share an
interest in the ICC.

Students lead, design contemporary chapel services
With filled pews, Chapel services at Alma College have seen a significant increase in popularity in recent years. This past academic year,
worship attendance averaged more than 120 people. “The music, the
style, the format all resonates with young adults,” says Chaplain Carol
Gregg of the contemporary services. “Students are spiritual beings who
are looking for ways to express that spirituality.”

Points of pride

There are so many reasons to take pride in your
alma mater! Here are a just a few:
• Alma College was admitted to the 2010 President’s Higher Education Community Service
Honor Roll for engaging its students, faculty and
staff in meaningful service that achieves measurable results in the community. Over 85% of Alma
students participate in service!
• Alma boasts impressive law and medical school
acceptance rates, 83 and 90 percent, respectively.
The national average for law school acceptance is
66 percent, and 45 percent for med school.
• Alma College’s winning streak at the 2011 National Model United Nations Conference in New
York City has extended to 15 years. Alma College
has now won 28 “outstanding delegation” awards
— the most of any college or university in the
88-year history of the conference.

Visit alma.edu for more stories about student success at Alma College.

www.alma.edu
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In 125
years

The highland arts program at Alma has received a boost with the hiring of Andrew Duncan ’96 and Kate DeGood ’07 as co-coordinators.
They will administer the piping and highland dance programs and
recruit new students.

we’ve

come

leaps

and

bounds !

Alma expands highland arts program

“Andrew and Kate have international reputations and excellent contacts in the highland arts community, so having them speak on behalf
of Alma is a great way to get our story to areas where we’re less wellknown,” says Ann Hall, assistant provost.
“Highland arts have always been an integral part of Alma College,”
says Duncan, director of piping. “This expansion allows us to build
positive relationships with other Scottish organizations and societies.”
DeGood, director of highland dance, is equally as enthusiastic about
the program’s possibilities. “As one of the only highland arts colleges
out there, we have such a unique opportunity,” she says.
The current U.S. Highland Dance Champion, DeGood has won
more than 80 championships. She frequently travels to compete,
teach and attend workshops. As a 2007 alumna, she recommends
Alma to dancers everywhere she goes.
“I believe in what Alma College does,” she says. “I loved my time here,
and I’m so excited to build upon the program my mentor, Christie
Freestone, started. I hope we can expand the program every year.”
Duncan, a 1996 graduate of Alma who has won numerous international and national piping competitions, plans to expand the program
by adding additional instruments, such as fiddle, harp and drums.
“Thinking long term, there’s a possibility of a highland arts Spring
Term course, as well as a highland arts minor,” says Duncan. “Through
the continued development of the program, I hope Alma will be recognized as a resource in the highland arts community and a supporter of
all things Scottish.”

14
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campus news
Renovated Eddy provides
enhanced learning space
A stroll through the newly renovated Eddy Music Center
finds larger teaching studios, enhanced instrumental storage
space and a 4,200-square-foot addition that addresses the
critical needs of Alma College’s growing music programs.
“The expansion of the Eddy Music Center accommodates
the remarkable growth of students interested in music at
Alma in recent years,” says Alma College President Jeff
Abernathy. “More than one third of our students participate
in music programs. This facility adds to the richness of the
Alma Experience.”
The $1.8 million project is being funded largely by gifts,
with 40 percent of the $1.5 million fund-raising goal raised
to date.
A $500,000 gift from the Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation
for the Eddy project continued a legacy of support for Alma
College by the Midland-based foundation. Past gifts from
the Gerstacker Foundation have supported the construction
of Wright Hall, Stone Recreation Center, Remick Heritage
Center, science equipment and scholarships for students.
The Eddy project involved extensive renovations to the
existing 10,000-square-foot building that included moving
interior walls to transform small practice rooms into larger
studios, adding offices and creating large dedicated instrumental storage space.
The new addition contains practice rooms, a recording
studio, faculty offices, additional instrumental storage space,
and a front lobby with a rounded glass front. The lobby is
large enough to host receptions and greet campus visitors —
gathering space that did not exist in the original building.

New major prepares students for
careers in emerging media fields
Alma College has approved a New Media Studies major that will prepare students for work in emerging forms of media digital information
and technology — from audio and visual arts to social media to gaming
and simulation to e-text and Web publication.
Up to 15 new students may join the program annually, says Joanne Gilbert, chair of Alma College’s Communication and New Media Studies
Department.
New Media Studies is one of four new academic majors that will launch
at Alma College in fall 2011. Also debuting are Biotechnology, Environmental Studies and Healthcare Administration.
In the past, students who have majored in Communication at Alma have
shown a strong interest in the media-area part of the major. In addition,
many students have completed a self-designed Program of Emphasis in
new media, says Gilbert.
“In the rapidly changing media landscape, a New Media Studies major
not only has a certain allure, but it’s a necessity,” she says. “It’s incumbent
upon educational institutions to prepare their graduates not only be savvy
consumers and users of new media, but also to be creative producers of it.”
The major prepares students both for graduate study and for work in
media industries including graphic design, audio and visual arts, social
media, gaming and simulation, e-text and Web publication and instructional technology.
“This program has a lot of potential because it provides our students
with tools and abilities that will serve them in their college careers and
beyond,” says Gilbert.
In addition to exposing students to the theory and practice of emerging forms of media, digital information and technology, the major offers
students hands-on experience. As is the case for Communication students,
New Media Studies majors must complete a required internship.

TV commercial, recruitment
publications earn national awards
A 60-second Alma College television commercial that promotes the “Alma
Experience“ has won a gold award in the 26th annual Educational Advertising Awards competition, sponsored by Higher Education Marketing Report, a national marketing publication for higher education professionals.
Produced and directed by 2010 Alma College graduate Vaughn Brines,
the TV commercial packs more than 500 still images within a 60-second
stop-motion storyline that illustrates the transformative opportunities that
students have to learn and grow during their four years at Alma.
The commercial received the gold award in the “single television advertising” category for colleges under 2,000 students.

Alma’s Pipe Band performs at the May 6 Eddy building dedication

In addition, Alma College received merit awards for its family of primary recruitment publications and a Christmas card designed for Athletics.

www.alma.edu
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My Opinion
A growing concern: Financial
abuse of senior citizens
As the boomers age and the targeted population swells, we
all have much work ahead to assure seniors are not victims of
many horrible acts, says Thomas Ealey, associate professor of
business administration.

Four years ago I typed “financial
abuse of seniors” into a search
engine and was surprised but not
shocked with the number of returns.
A recent retry brought up more than
400,000 findings.
After working through a hundred or so of
the most relevant hits, and accumulating a
few thousand pages of media reports and
legal documents over four years, the project
seems endless.
“Abuse” was chosen rather than “crimes”
because some conduct is wildly unethical
but not clearly illegal. Some of the abuses
are clearly illegal.
Enough progress has been made in my
research to develop a list of 20 of the most
common abuses, arranged in two major categories (this project has spawned
another project, “lawyers who steal from
clients”). This allows further research and a
discussion about preventing and punishing
such conduct.

Targets of Opportunity
Many abuses are not planned, but pop
up when opportunity arises. A family
member becomes a power-of-attorney, or
someone is appointed guardian, and suddenly financial resources are available with
very little oversight.
As seniors become elderly many need
some level of assistance with personal
management matters, including house-

16
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hold, health and financial matters. Many
depend on family members or friends to
assist with those matters, sometimes with
formal legal documents but often with
informal arrangements.
Other crimes are quicker: Grandma’s jewelry may come up missing or the heirloom
family silver may find its way to a pawn
shop. Family members often play out family
dramas by “taking my share” a little early.
Sometimes volunteer or professional caregivers are the perpetrators. Guardianship
scandals are common, as courts struggle to
appoint and supervise legions of guardians
for people needing assistance, and adult
foster care seems ripe for misconduct.

Professional and Organized Activity
Seniors are frequent targets of unethical
and criminal activity by those who make a
living abusing seniors.
Some of the abusers are licensed sales
people from large well-known insurance
and securities companies, while others are
traveling con artists using phony contractor scams or running classic confidence
schemes such as the pigeon drop. Seniors
are now targets of various Internet schemes
as well.
The mortgage crisis had barely begun
when new scams began popping up, many
aimed at seniors. I am nervous these days
about aggressive reverse mortgage deals.
Abusive annuity sales and stock portfolio

churning are among the abuses perpetrated
by licensed professionals. State and federal
regulators appear unable to keep up with
any more than the most egregious violators.
There are “advisers” and “planners” with
many different backgrounds, many different licenses and certification, and many differing views of ethics, and they are subject
to varying regulatory schemes. “Buyer beware” is some protection, but many of the
advisers are trained to close sales, whatever
it takes.
Committing frequent unethical but legal
abuses would seem to be a safe way to make
a living, even committing frequent small
criminal acts can go undetected (the line
here is often not clear). Regulators simply
cannot keep up with the cons.
As the boomers age and the targeted population swells, we all have much work ahead
to assure seniors are not victims of many
horrible acts.

Solutions
Current momentum toward consumer
protection might provide some small relief.
For example, the new federal Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau has potential
to protect seniors in some narrow areas.
Other federal agencies share various pieces
of the consumer protection puzzle, and
may be more empowered, but have clearly
not been very effective.
State regulators must be much more active
and effective, but state budgetary problems

make this unlikely in the near future. Local
law enforcement, already understaffed and
overwhelmed, can only react to reported
problems and abuses.
Seniors and their families and friends will
need to solve much of the problem themselves, using common sense measures slathered with a healthy dose of skepticism.
One of my recommended techniques for
seniors is to have a “talk to” person, as in “I
cannot sign this annuity contract until I talk
to ______.” The person could be a CPA, attorney, son or daughter, grandchild, sibling,
pastor, or anyone who can be used as an
excuse to delay a high-pressure sales person.

Major Categories of Financial Abuses
Directed at Senior Citizens
Targets of Opportunity
• Theft by Power-of-Attorney and/or
guardian and/or trustee and/or attorney

Professional and Organized
Activity
• Abusive or inappropriate annuity sales

Seniors also can protect themselves by doing
as much formal financial and estate planning
as makes sense in their circumstances. This
could cut down but not eliminate opportunity crimes. Seniors often delay because they
are going to “live forever.”

• Theft by family members (money,
jewelry, antiques, etc.)

• Abusive or inappropriate financial
product sales

• Theft by other seniors, including “significant others”

• Portfolio churning or inappropriate
investment direction

• Inappropriate borrowing by family
members

• Ponzi schemes (with Bernie Madoff the
new champion thief)

And perhaps seniors could take a lesson
from four year olds, who constantly ask a
very important question, “WHY?” Why
this investment, why this signature, why
this change, why does this improve my
finances, why is my balance so low?

• Identity theft and related crimes – use of
stolen information in health care fraud

• Contractor breaches and

Thomas Ealey
Associate Professor of Business Administration

• Theft by caregivers (volunteer or paid)

• Phony contractors doing unneeded
repairs

• Theft by or in nursing homes, assisted living facilities, adult foster care

• Identity theft
• Mortgage scams
• Classic con man scams (pigeon drop,
bank examiner)
• “Gypsy” crimes
• Religious affinity schemes
• Televangelist schemes (these are difficult
to classify)

www.alma.edu

17

My Opinion
Beliefs are always political
Americans can enthusiastically affirm the First Amendment
while still acknowledging that private belief and public practice are two sides of the same coin, says author and religious
ethicist Kate Blanchard, assistant professor of religious studies
at Alma College.

When American pastors burn Qurans
or politicians denounce the presence
of Islam in U.S. politics, they appeal
superficially to our tradition of separating church (or mosque) and state.
But scratching the surface of their rhetoric
exposes a hypocritical double standard.
Beliefs, especially “Judeo-Christianity” and
secular humanism, have always shaped and
continue to shape our nation’s politics.
The First Amendment to the Constitution,
while prohibiting the establishment of any
particular religion, does not exclude belief
from public debate. Americans sometimes
balk when religion is “used for political
purposes,” but such complaints assume
that belief is essentially inward, belonging
only in the private sphere. They may also
assume that the “true essence” of religion is
some abstract belief in love, peace and harmony, all of which are taken to be utterly
irrelevant to the real world. By this logic,
acts of violent extremism or nonviolent protest can only wrongly be called “religious.”
But such an understanding does not hold
up in light of U.S. history, where religious
worldviews have always intersected public
interests. Belief, namely deism, factored
into the colonies’ decision to part from
England. Christians fought the Civil War
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over religious beliefs about the personhood of slaves. Martin Luther King Jr. led
a political movement for civil rights that
was unabashedly faith-based. American
troops were sent to Vietnam to fight atheist
communism. In none of these cases was
religion wrongly “politicized”; rather, each
case demonstrates that beliefs always have
political corollaries. (Indeed, one wonders
whether belief with no concrete effects can
properly be called “belief.”)
Even when theological understandings
about the way the world works are not
made explicit, they can be found by reading
between the lines of policy recommendations. Does my God want humans to care
for one another? Then we should raise
taxes to pay for things like public education
and health care. Does my God want individuals to exercise free will and take care of
themselves? Then we should do away with
all public safety nets. Is there no God at all?
Then science will show us the way.
This should not surprise us. Humans are
highly social beings who carry our beliefs
wherever we go – the boardroom as well as
the bedroom; the PTO meeting as well as
the family dinner table; the voting booth as
well as the couch from which we shout at
the TV. Since both religion and politics deal
with people, both religion and politics cut

across every aspect of human life – where
we live; how we earn, spend or donate
money; whether we recycle; what we eat
and with whom; whether and how we
marry and rear children; how we treat our
aging parents; and so on. Americans should
not pretend that some of us are able to cordon off our “private” beliefs from politics
while others of us cannot. Nor should we
take our own beliefs to be politically “neutral” and therefore acceptable in politics,
while seeing others’ beliefs as wrongly applied to the public sphere.
Our debates would undoubtedly make
more sense if we openly addressed the
elephant in the room (or the Ganesha, as
the case may be). If personal belief is an
inevitable piece of all policy debate, then
we cannot exclude the beliefs of Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, Mormons,
atheists, or for that matter Scientologists,
simply because they are “religious.” But by
the same token, Christian belief does not
deserve special privileges simply because it
is dominant. Americans can enthusiastically
affirm the Establishment Clause of the First
Amendment while still acknowledging that
private belief and public practice are two
sides of the same coin
Kathryn D. Blanchard
Assistant Professor of Religious Studies

faculty news
Silver saved the Manhattan Project
Technology based in nuclear physics, rather than in warfare, was
one of the primary challenges the World War II-era developers of
the atomic bomb faced while working with hundreds of tons of
uranium ore.
“When uranium comes out of the ground, it consists of two
isotopes, one of which is much less common, and that’s the one
needed for making an atomic bomb,” says Cameron Reed, the
Charles A. Dana Professor of Physics at Alma College. “Because
no ordinary chemical separation technique will work, isolating it
is a very difficult process that requires a huge effort.”
In the January-February issue of American Scientist, he explains
how, as a solution to this, the United States War Department
secretly borrowed 14,000 tons of government silver from the U.S.
Treasury Department’s vault in its drive to make the world’s first
atomic bomb.
“Copper was too expensive to use,” he says. “They also didn’t
want to draw attention to the project, so these tons were tracked
down to the ounce. Developers were scrupulous in making sure
all the silver was accounted for, and as a result, they ended up
recovering more than they used.”

Palmer’s textbook challenges
students in creative ways
William Palmer’s “Discovering Arguments: An Introduction to Critical
Thinking, Writing, and Style”
textbook is inspired by discovery
learning, a method he discovered
while working on his Ph.D.

More than a conductor
With baton in hand, Murray Gross is a familiar figure conducting
the Alma Symphony Orchestra in Sunday afternoon concerts at
Alma College.
But Gross is more than a conductor. He also is a composer whose
works have been recorded on CDs, broadcast over National
Public Radio, and performed by major ensembles and orchestras
across the country.
“My role as a conductor at Alma is perhaps the most visible
thing I do, and teaching classes involves most of my time,” he
says. “But my creative work is very important to me. It’s always
challenging to carve out the time to compose, but it’s my first
love. I enjoy the process.”
In March, the Michigan State University Wind Symphony premiered one of Gross’ most recent works, “Too Close to the Sun,” a
substantial honor for this contemporary composer.
Gross has composed more than 40 original works, including “Urban Myth,” which was recorded on CD by the North Texas Wind
Symphony, and “The Wild, Wild West,” which was performed
by the H2 Sax Quartet at several venues, including Northwestern
University. The New York New Music Ensemble, the Nobilis
Trio, the Philadelphia Chamber Orchestra and other professional
and collegiate ensembles also have performed his compositions.
One of Gross’ orchestral works also has been selected for the Vox
Novus Orchestra 60x60 project. Vox Novus, a New York Citybased organization that promotes contemporary composers, will
premiere a concert that features a different composer every minute — 60 one-minute compositions in a one-hour performance
synchronized with an analog clock.
In addition, the Grammy Award-winning Orchestra of our Time,
one of New York’s premier new music ensembles, selected Gross’
“In Motion” to be recorded later this year.
Teaching ties his conducting and composing interests together,
says Gross. “When I teach world music, I look at the fantastic
variety of music from around the world and how it influences
Westerners and contemporary composers,” he says. “With film
music, we look at the role music plays in film and how composers
use music to support the drama of the film or add something to
the film.”

“I studied the work of Jerome Bruner, a psychologist who writes about
three questions to judge the value of
any teaching method: Is it simple? Is
it surprising? Is it useful?” says the
Dana Professor of English. “These ideas are always in my mind
while teaching, and they also have shaped my book.”
Now in its fourth edition, “Discovering Arguments” is used
at universities, colleges and community colleges across the
country, including Georgetown University, Texas A&M and
Indiana University.
www.alma.edu
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Cultivating

seeds of peace

Buddy Scarborough ’09

With a long-time interest in sociology, it was no surprise when
Buddy Scarborough ’09 decided to major in it at Alma College.
However, not until an introductory sociology class with Sociology Professor Catherine Fobes did he become truly passionate about the field.
“I remember the exact moment, actually,” he says. “We were watching a
movie in class about humanitarians working in the world’s harshest conditions, and the stories were absolutely inspiring. Never before had I been
aware of the conflict around the world.”
Seeing people much like himself working in these conditions to improve
the lives of others caused something inside Scarborough to click. Shortly
after, he approached Fobes and told her that was what he wanted to do
with his life.
He stuck to his word and arrived in South Africa last July with his wife,
Emily Whitmer ’07, to serve a two-year commitment in the United States
Peace Corps.
As a school and community resource specialist in the village of Clau-Clau,
Scarborough teaches English and helps run after-school mini-enterprise
and scout programs. He also works on the development of a school library
and media center.
“Given the scarred history of South Africa, I have an opportunity to positively influence the country,” he says. “Race relations have come a long way
since the end of apartheid, but the discrepancy between white and black is
still vast. Being a white Peace Corps volunteer in South Africa allows for
great opportunity to cultivate seeds of peace in polarized populations.”
By living in an entirely black South African village, Scarborough says he
and his wife are able to break down the prescriptive racial boundaries that
continue to be all too common in the country. For example, it never ceases
to surprise strangers when he tells them “ngihlala eClau-Clau” which in
English means, “I live in Clau-Clau.”
“Not only are they pleased to hear that a white man is happy to stay in this
village, but when I continue to hold a conversation in siSwati, their enjoyment usually culminates in a hearty hug and an invitation for a meal at their
home,” he says. “It’s this type of ‘peace work’ that is truly rewarding for me.”

“I arrived with a focus on sports and left with
a global understanding and a passion for
peace and humanitarianism.”
An equally fulfilling experience has
been the opportunity to live with a
host family.
In addition to participating in a “South
African Thanksgiving” and attending
a traditional Unveiling of the Grave
ceremony with their host family, Scarborough and his wife have engaged in
cultural exchange in many other ways.
“Everyone here has both a traditional
African name and an English name,
so our family thought we should be no
different,” he says. “My South African
name is ‘Sibusiso,’ which means ‘blessing,’ and Em’s is ‘Thandewe,’ which
means, ‘loved one.’”
Though Clau-Clau only receives running water once a week for a few hours
at a time, Scarborough says he enjoys
living more simply than he did in the
United States. Just recently, he installed
two exterior lights and an interior plug
for electricity.
“For fun, instead of hitting up a movie
like we would in the States, my wife
and I head over to Mphikwa’s shop to
relax, watch the clouds roll past the
mountains and talk to those who pass
by,” he says. “I don’t want to play into
this romanticized version of village
life, but I didn’t realize how weighed
down I was by things in the States until
I arrived in South Africa carrying only
what would fit in my backpack.”
Scarborough first had a taste of this
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kind of simplicity through a Posey
Global Fellowship to Ghana. In addition, he says he had countless opportunities to explore and discover the things
that channel his passions while at Alma.
“Alma was truly the best for me,” he
says. “I arrived with a focus on sports
and left with a global understanding
and a passion for peace and humanitarianism. During my four years, I
became a resident assistant, went on
five separate alternative breaks, attended several leadership conferences,
interned with the Michigan Peace
team, presented my thesis on Honors
Day and supported gender issues on
campus. I was allowed to be more than
an athlete.”
What Scarborough reflects most fondly
on when it comes to Alma, however,
isn’t the accumulation of these experiences. He says the greatest feeling he
gets when thinking about Alma is its
sense of community.
“Simply put, it’s a community where
you say ‘hello’ to people when you
pass them on the sidewalk,” he says. “I
remember as a freshman being totally
enthralled by how kind everyone was,
even those whom I had never met
before. My time at Alma instilled in me
a predisposition towards openness and
kindness to others. It taught me how to
be an invested part of a community.”
— Ellen Doepke

Living the

simple life
Experiencing a pioneer lifestyle means beeswax candles, bicycles, cold running water
and homemade sourdough bread
Emily Breczinski ’04 wants to learn to live more simply.

Emily Breczinski ’04

To achieve this, she lived on a farm in Missouri that was petroleumand electricity-free this past year.
On the Possibility Alliance Farm and Sanctuary, all appliances were
mechanical hand tools. Instead of a refrigerator, a north-facing, cool
room was used to store leftovers. But the differences to modern convenience hardly end here.
“We used about 10 of the 80 acres on the farm to grow most of our own
food and raise animals,” says Breczinski. “We also rode bikes for transportation and used beeswax candles that we made ourselves for light.”
The Flint native, who studied Spanish and sociology at Alma College,
calls living this way “a grand experiment in radical simplicity,” though
she admits she has always been on the low-end of technology.
“I don’t own a cell phone, and I never have,” she says. “I also haven’t
owned a car in about eight years. I really like traveling by bike.”
Despite this advantage, Breczinski’s experiment didn’t go without
noticeable adjustments to her way of thinking.
“Even though we had running water, it wasn’t hot, so you had to heat
it on the stove for a few hours if you wanted to bathe,” she says. “If you
wanted to cook beans, you had to let them soak the night before. You’re
always thinking ahead.”
Including Breczinski, there were seven adults and a child on the farm.
Classes, workshops and one-to-three-week visits are offered to those
interested in connecting to this “pioneer” lifestyle.
“Visitors can come and plug in through classes that teach sourdough
bread and cheese making,” she says. “These skills have been lost in society, so most people go to the store to buy these products. We’re trying to
educate and empower people to be more self-sufficient.”
The farm, which runs on $9,000 a year, operates on a gift economy,
so visitors are never asked for money during their stay. Instead, they

donate what they can afford.
The idea behind this comes from
Possibility Alliance founders,
Ethan Hughes and Sarah WilcoxHughes, whom Breczinski met in
2008 while on a superhero bicycle
ride in Missouri.
“Ethan is an activist with a bunch of
amazing ideas,” she says. “In 2000, he
and a group of friends rode bicycles
across the country while dressed as
superheroes, volunteering and engaging in random acts of kindness along
the way. Since then, there has been at
least one ride every year.”
Before saving the world in costume
as superhero “Stardust,” Breczinski, who recently organized and
completed her own bicycle ride in
Texas, was an intern at several other
organic farms in California, Alaska
and Michigan.

and Mexico during Spring Term,
she has moved around a lot since
Alma graduation.
“The most defining experiences for
me at Alma came while abroad,” she
says. “Traveling opened up my world.
Before that, I didn’t have any concept
of life outside of the United States or
even Michigan.”
Despite her love of the big world,
she says she also loved Alma’s
small campus.
“I felt like I could go away for a
semester, come back and still feel
connected to the community and my
friends,” says Breczinski. “A lot of
that has to do with Alma’s professors,
who encourage and inspire students
to learn new things.”
— Ellen Doepke

After memorable experiences
studying abroad in Bolivia, Spain

www.alma.edu
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Providing food by the

semi-load
Betsy Rueckert ’84

“Sometimes the people who need
the most help are your next-door
neighbors who are one payment
away from losing their home.”

All the world’s a stage, but Betsy Rueckert ’84 isn’t performing on it — she’s using her spotlight to make a difference.
As the financial development officer for the Mid-Michigan Food
Bank, she spends much of her time devoted to grant writing,
working with major donors and fundraising.
While it may seem surprising, she says her background as a
speech and theatre major at Alma College proves to be helpful
every day.
“I have absolutely no problem standing up in a crowd and talking — as long as I have notes,” she says, laughing. “The broader,
liberal arts education I received at Alma has prepared me for
whatever I walk into.”
The Mid-Michigan Food Bank provides produce to local pantries,
kitchens and shelters in seven counties. Supplied by the United
States Department of Agriculture, manufacturers, retailers and
local growers, food comes in by the semi-load and stays on the
shelves for less than a week.
“I’ve never seen a return on investment like a food bank,” she
says. “When we receive a dollar donation, it provides seven meals.
Helping people get access to food is rewarding.”
Rueckert’s passion for service is only matched by her love of storytelling: She has a lot to say about the power of donations.
“Sometimes the people who need the most help are your nextdoor neighbors who are one payment away from losing their
home,” she says. “They’re the people who used to give money to
the food bank, and now they have to get food from it. Luckily,
Mid-Michigan is so generous.”
Rueckert’s path to fundraising began hundreds of miles away,
22
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however. After graduating from
Alma, she worked in the box office
of a Washington D.C. theatre.
Soon, she moved on to fundraising, quickly learning it was the
perfect fit for her.
“Hunger is the disaster in our
country right now, so there’s a
strong need for dedicated fundraisers,” she says. “It’s important to
be good stewards of our donated dollar — this is something
I stress.”
No matter her zip code, though,
Rueckert is firm in her belief that
her Alma experience helped her
accomplish what she has so far.
“I was comfortable at Alma from
the moment I walked onto campus, and it still feels right when
I walk onto campus,” she says.
“The confidence I gained in myself
while at Alma has carried me thus
far, and it’ll continue to carry me.”
— Ellen Doepke

Teaching in

Honduras
Sarah Amman ’01 planned to go to Spain for
a Spring Term course, but the trip was canceled. Her ‘Plan B’ changed her life.

Since a life-changing Spring Term trip to Honduras, Sarah
Amman ’01 has worked to make a difference in the country’s educational system.
After spending the past few years as a first-grade teacher, she’s
currently the development director of Alison Bixby Stone School
(ABSS), a not-for-profit bilingual school offering instruction to
students in grades pre-K through 6.
“Our social mission is to provide a challenging and interactive
bilingual education for children from all walks of life,” she says.
“We work to achieve this through two distinct programs: the
ABSS Scholarship Fund and the ABSS Teacher Training.”
Though Honduras is one of the poorest countries in the Western
Hemisphere, many public schools charge an entrance fee. Students
also often pay for uniforms, school supplies and transportation fees.
To offset these costs, 40 percent of the students at ABSS, one of
six accredited schools in the country, receive scholarships, including boys from a nearby orphanage. Amman says seeing the
growth of these students is what makes her job so fulfilling.
“It’s amazing to see how happy the students are at the school,”
she says. “I really enjoy knowing that the work we do creates
opportunities for these students to go on and use their education
in the world.”
Amman hadn’t anticipated she would be using her own education in Honduras. In fact, while studying at Alma College, she
had planned to go to Spain for a Spring Term course, but the
trip was canceled. Honduras was Plan B.
“I was asked if I wanted to go to Honduras instead, and I
thought, ‘Honduras? I don’t even know where Honduras is!’”
she says. “I knew nothing about it, but I welcomed any op-

Sarah Amman ’01

portunity to practice my Spanish
minor.”
During the trip, Amman helped
build homes and worked in a
public school. As it was her first
time in a developing country,
the experience had a profound
impact on her.
“It was one of those experiences
where I realized what I had taken
for granted and how lucky I was
to have the opportunities I’ve
had in life,” she says. “I started to
become my own person and find
my own place as a result.”
With the support of her professors at Alma, Amman was able
to return to Honduras the next
year for an independent study,
an opportunity for which she is
still grateful.
“I felt such a strong pull to go
back, and Alma made it possible
to do so,” she says. “I appreciate
the fact that I was treated as an
individual, as Sarah Amman, not
as a number, at Alma.”

system in Honduras: high dropout rates and grade repetition,
along with little formal training
for teachers.
“When I first visited, teachers
didn’t have to attend college to
teach, though that has changed
since,” she says. “In order to
continue improving the education
of teachers, the ABSS Teacher
Training program focuses on
teaching methodology.”
While she has since visited other
countries in Central America,
Honduras still holds the strongest
attraction for Amman, who admits it’s difficult to pinpoint why
she’s happy at ABSS.
“Maybe it’s because the people
here are genuinely kind, open and
excited about creating a better
country for themselves,” she says.
“Maybe because there’s no snow!
I just love being here.”
— Ellen Doepke

This pull was due to the problems
she saw plaguing the educational
www.alma.edu
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athletics news
New sports debut in 2011-12
Four new varsity teams begin competition in 2011-12.
The addition of men’s and women’s lacrosse, women’s
bowling and men’s wrestling increases the College’s
number of intercollegiate-sponsored sports from 18 to
22. Here’s a roundup of the latest news.

SHUNK NAMED
BOWLING COACH
Coach Ken Shunk is eager to launch
Alma College’s new women’s varsity
bowling program.
“I love watching players learn, and
I love teaching,” says Shunk, former
coach of the Alma High School bowling team. “I know what it takes to get
to the top, and while sometimes I can
push the limits as a pretty aggressive
coach, it’s always to help the player.
I’m excited to bring my experience to
Alma’s new bowling program.”

HIBBS NAMED
WRESTLING COACH
Todd Hibbs has been named the new
wrestling coach. He joins the Scots after
seven years at Olivet College, including
five as the school’s head wrestling coach.
“Todd has a great track record of success
in wrestling,” says Athletic Director
John Leister. “Todd’s hiring re-opens
an exciting chapter in the Scots’ athletic
department, as we bring back a sport
that has a strong history here.”
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Alma College sponsored varsity wresting through 1984.
The 1980-81, 1981-82 and 1982-83 wrestling teams won
consecutive league titles and are members of the Alma College Athletics Hall of Fame.
The 2011-12 team will compete in the new 2,400-seat Art
Smith Arena.

LEVESQUE NAMED MEN’S
LACROSSE COACH
Jason Levesque has been named the men’s lacrosse coach. He
joins the Scots after two seasons as a defensive coach and recruiting coordinator for Canisius College in Buffalo, N.Y.
Lacrosse will launch its debut season
at Alma College in spring 2012, with
matches to be played at Bahlke Field.
“I’m truly excited about the potential the men’s lacrosse program has
at Alma College,” says Levesque.
“With our facilities and the educational opportunities offered, I am
confident that we will be able to
attract quality student athletes from
Michigan, plus around the country
and Canada to our campus.”

Football turf to be
replaced

New football scoreboard to be dedicated

The field turf at Bahlke Field is slated for
replacement in June 2011. The turf will
feature maroon end zones and also will
have markings to accommodate Alma’s
men’s and women’s lacrosse teams, which
will play their home matches on Bahlke
Field beginning in spring 2012.

Alma College Athletics will dedicate a new
football scoreboard this fall in memory of former All-American Tom Jakovac ’70.
Jakovac, the only four-time All-MIAA quarterback in MIAA history and the league most valuable player in 1968, lost his lengthy battle with
cancer in 2009. He led the Scots to back-to-back
undefeated seasons in 1967 and 1968. Following college, he was a successful businessman in
Lansing as co-founder and co-owner of East Side
Deli Supply Company.
Jakovac’s teammates and friends raised $51,000
to purchase a new football
scoreboard to be named
in his memory. The
dedication will take place
during pregame festivities
at Alma’s home football
game on Sept. 10, 2011.
Tom Jakovac ’70 and his son admire pictures of Alma
College Hall of Famers. Jakovac was admitted into the
Hall of Fame in 1982, the year this image was taken.

www.alma.edu
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athletics news
Celebrating athletic achievement
AL MA CO L L EGE INDUCTS EIGHT INDIV IDUA L S ,
F I V E TE AMS I N TO AT HLET IC HA LL OF FA ME
Five teams and eight individuals were inducted into the
Alma College Athletics Hall of Fame on April 9 in a
ceremony that took place in the Art Smith Arena.
The 1970, 1971 and 1972 football teams and 1885 and
1986 softball teams were inducted, as were Richard
Lee, Greg Siefker, Phil Brooks, Amanda Paul, Marisa
Proctor, Cindy Short, Kathy Gilbert and Bill LaPaugh.
Long-time football public address announcer Richard Lee ’63 was inducted
as a distinguished alumnus. Lee taught
in the Carman-Ainsworth school
district for 37 years where he also announced five different sports. Last November, Lee turned off his microphone
for the last time after having been the
PA announcer for Alma College football games for 23 years.
Retired radio play-by-play announcer
Greg Siefker was inducted for meritorious service. Famous for his tag
line, “The Alma Scots are on the air,”
Siefker announced games from 1991
through 2010. His memories include
announcing the 16-inning softball
game in 1994 against Central Iowa and
broadcasting from a press box that was
about to fall over.
Phil Brooks coached the football team
for 20 seasons, with his teams winning
MIAA championships in 1971, 1972
and 1988. He was named Coach of the
Year the same three seasons. He ranks
second in Alma College history with 94
wins. He also served as athletic director
from 1982 to 1988 and taught in the
physical education department.
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Bill LaPaugh ’42 was inducted for his
performance on the baseball diamond.
A dedicated athlete who inspired
his teammates as well as his fellow
Gratiot County citizens, LaPaugh
went on to teach biology at Alma and
started the Gratiot County Baseball
League. Further contributions include
his assistance with the construction of
Alma College’s first baseball stadium.
Marisa Procter ’98 was honored for
her accomplishments in the swimming pool as a diver. Procter still
holds three records in the Alma College pool, reaching these marks in just
two years of attending Alma College.
Procter was not only recognized as
one of the best in the MIAA but also
one of the best in the nation as a twotime All American. In her first year at
nationals, she ranked sixth; she topped
that the following year by earning a
second place finish at nationals.
Cindy Short ’85 was recognized for
her accomplishments on both the
basketball court and softball field. She
was a two-time All-MIAA selection in
softball as well as All-MIAA during
her senior basketball season. Short
served as team captain during her
senior season of softball. Being an athlete in two sports as well as a student
helped Short, “to learn to manage [her]
time so that [she] could be successful in
both areas,” she says.
Kathi Gilbert ’86 was a high performer for the softball team. During the
1985 season, she posted an impressive
0.72 earned run average and finished
with an overall record of 6-2. In 1986,
she posted a 0.94 ERA and recorded
51 strikeouts in 157 and one-third
innings pitched. Her record for that
season was 19-4. Gilbert put up great
offensive numbers as well with a
team-leading batting average of .483.
Track and field athlete Amanda Paul ’93, known as a tough
competitor, finished third nationally in the high jump in 1990
and went on to finish runner-up at the national meet in 1993,
jumping 5 feet 11 ¾ inches.

The 1970, 1971 and
1972 football teams
won MIAA championships, marking the
only time in school
history that the football
team won three championships in a row. All
three teams featured
multiple All-MIAA,
All-Region and AllAmerican players.
In the peak of their
performance during
the 1971 season, the
Scots were known as
the “Big Maroon Machine,” summing up
their reputation over
these three incredible
seasons.

H A L L O F FA M E 2 0 1 1

Thanks for the
memories!
The 1985 and 1986 softball teams
both won MIAA championships.
The teams boasted the pitching
expertise of Kathi Gilbert ’86 and
the All-MIAA performances of Sal
DeGraw ’86, Sue Spagnuolo ’85,
Cindy Short ’85 and Meg Fowler ‘89.
During the 1986 season, the Scots
were undefeated in conference play
with a perfect 10-0 record.

www.alma.edu
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ALUMNI CONNECTIONS

UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS

February 27: Alumni gathering
in Florida

June 1: Alumni reception with EHS Department – Denver, CO
June 3: Tip of the Mitt Alumni reception in Cheboygan, MI
June 4: The Scot Loyalty Fund – Klenk Open in Alma, MI
June 10: Alumni and Friends Social Hour – Grand Rapids, MI
June 16: Alumni and Friends Reception - Washington, DC
July 11: Scots at the Great Lakes Loons – Midland, MI
July 26: Alumni and Friends Riverboat Cruise and Dinner –
			 Port Huron, MI
July 27: Scots at the West Michigan Whitecaps – Grand Rapids, MI
Aug. 2: Scots at the Lansing Lugnuts – Lansing, MI
Aug. 11: West Michigan Family Picnic – Grand Rapids, MI
Aug. 30: Scots at Comerica Park – Detroit, MI
Sept. 30: Alumni Board Meeting/Community Day at Alma
Sep. 11 – 16: Alumni and Friends Receptions – VA and NC
Oct. 15: Homecoming at Alma

Stay Connected! If you have recently moved to a new
location, had a change in employment and wish to become
involved with the alumni Tartan Club in your region,
simply contact the Alumni Office at 1-800-291-1312 or
alumnihouse@alma.edu for more information.

ALUMNI GREETINGS

125 years of stewardship
This year marks 125
years of Alma College,
but it is not by chance
that we are celebrating
our quasquicentennial.
Over the past thirteen
decades, individuals
like you and I have
invested in Alma to
ensure the quality experience and tradition they engaged in will
continue to thrive and beckon future Scots.
I was given the gift of the Alma experience and was challenged to discover the
potential that I had yet to recognize. For
that reason, among others, I am a steward
of Alma College.
When each of us makes that stretch for
a common goal, we have the ability to
achieve great things.
Alma’s Physical Plant staff had a vision in
1997. They wanted to endow a scholar-
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ship at the $10,000 level. They were deeply
committed to accomplishing this goal and
did so through holding bake sales, picking
up pop cans and contributing cash.

your top priorities. Open doors by
bringing potential students or donors
to an Alma event—you have the ability to expand our reach.

Collectively, we can make a real difference
on our campus. Please consider how you
can become more engaged to steward the
campus today. Bring prospective students
to campus that you want to continue the
legacy. Or tell us about them so that we can
invite them to visit.

Please consider giving a gift annually
to sustain Alma’s tradition. By focusing on our collective strength we realize how important the strong continuation of Alma is to each of us.

Offer an internship to a student. Insight
into how graduates use the foundation of
their Alma experience into their profession and in their community helps current
students visualize opportunities for their
life after Alma College.

Best from campus,

We thank you for enhancing the image of
Alma College each day as you find success
and do good work. Please look for ways
to connect to your alma mater and to let
people know that Alma College is one of

I invite you to join me as a steward of
Alma College.

Carol Furrow Hyble ’78
Vice President for Advancement
(989) 463-7081 • 1-800-291-1312

Do you know the
next great

Scot?

We’ve all met that great high school student
who we immediately thought would be a
great addition to Alma College. Maybe it’s
your neighbor, your friend from church, your
best friend’s cousin or your nephew. Be sure
to let us know about them by completing our
online form:

T

he Alma College football program is preparing Phase II of its celebration of our football heritage. The 2010-11 school year unveiled the Hall
of Honor on the lower level of the Hogan Center. Photos, plaques and
football items have started to tell our story and we are ready to move forward. Recently our staff attempted to reach our football alumni to get action photos of every
player who won First or Second Team All-MIAA recognition in football. We have
received a great number of responses along with notes on how much fun it was to
dig into those old photos and articles, but we still need your help.
Please share your photos with us and we will incorporate them into our project. If
you remember the various end-of-the-season award winners for positions or MVP,
All-American designation, etc., we are also documenting that history. We have had
a wonderful 117 years on the gridiron, please help us celebrate all of you.
Thanks and GO SCOTS!
Coach Jim Cole ’74
Alma College Football

HELP US TELL YOUR FOOTBALL STORY
Send images to:
Coach Jim Cole
Alma College
614 W. Superior St.
Alma, MI 48801-1599
e-mail: cole@alma.edu
For more information: (989) 463-7281

https://secure.alma.edu/
people/alumni/refer
By completing the online referral form, you
will notify the Admissions Office of the prospective student and your connection to them.
Any referrals will receive information about
Alma College and get on our mailing list.
Once they have completed their junior year of
high school, they will also receive an application and will have the application fee waived
because of you.
By the way, if the prospective student is the
child, grandchild or sibling of an Alma College alumnus, he or she will be eligible for our
Alumni Award — for all four years.
If you would like materials about Alma College to place in your home, office, classroom,
church, favorite coffee house or to give to that
next great Scot, just contact Laurie DeYoung
at deyoung@alma.edu or 1-800-321-ALMA.
Thank you for your support!
www.alma.edu
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Lou Ecken Named Director
of Alumni Engagement
Increasing the ways
alumni interact with
their alma mater is a
primary goal for Lou
Ecken, Alma College’s new director of
alumni engagement.
Ecken began her
new role May 23.
She replaces Brent Neubecker, former director of alumni relations who is now associate director
of annual giving for Alma College.
A 1995 graduate and a member of
the Alma College Alumni Board
from 2004 through 2010, Ecken has
worked as the career planning coordinator in Academic and Career
Planning at Alma College since 2007.
In her new role, she will will work to
identify more avenues for alumni involvement, particularly in the areas of
student ernollment and internships.
“Lou is an enthusiastic alumna who
has experience and skills in alumni
relations, event planning, administration, internship development and
networking,” says Carol Hyble, vice
president for advancement. “Plus, she
has an extensive knowledge of and
genuine passion for Alma College.
She will hit the ground running.”
ALUMNI SECTION
SUBMISSIONS

@Alumni notes can be
submitted online at:

www.alma.edu/alumni/notes
or by returning the postage
paid envelope in this issue; or
by addressing Alumni Relations
Director, Alumni Notes, Alma
College, 614 W. Superior St.,
Alma, MI 48801-1599.
Photo submission
Photos can be sent electronically to silverthorn@alma.edu.

alumni notes
1944

Maryanne Bowen Markwick
’44 is now the proud great-grandmother of
three. She reports that she is still in good
health, still driving and keeping very busy.
She would love to hear from others in her
class who also are enjoying life.

1948 Vera Parsons Schroeder ’48 is
enjoying retirement in Burlington Twin
Lakes Community/Retirement Center,
where she reports there is lots to do.

1951

Thomas Taylor ’51 sings in the
church choir, barbershop chorus (tenor) and
barbershop quartet (baritone). • Charles
Williams ’51 is active in many volunteer
operations. In February 2010, he went
birding in Mexico. In February 2011, he
planned to go birding in Ecuador. He had
a great time at Homecoming ’10, especially
with the DGT all-time reunion.

1953 Kenneth Lee Jones ’53 is a volunteer for Adult Literacy, Rails to Trails, and
the Center for Inquiry, in addition to being
a puppeteer at the community library. •
Leota Pfeiffer ’54 performs with a recorder
group and does puppets and storytelling at
the community library. They have six children, eight grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren. • Don Sywassink ’53 moved
into a senior living center with his wife in
April. “Eileen had a pacemaker inserted
this fall. We sold our motor home, so we’re
not traveling as planned. It’s been a year of
change for us.”

1954 Dave Helser ’54 is still going
strong. He is soon to be 84 years old.

1955 Gordon Converse ’55 is spending more time at his and his wife’s house in
Florida. Two of their grandchildren were
married last summer, and a third was married in April.

1958

Fred Immer ’58 is having a great
time doing research on his father’s family
30
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in Germany. He found a cousin there who
is a Latter-day Saints researcher, and she
has helped him greatly. Fred’s father died
when he was 2 years old, so he was never
able to get family information from him.
• Bob Ruggles ’58 invites Arizona alumni
to visit in Yuma, AZ, at the Arizona Sands
RV Park.

1960

Beverly Haas Bott ’60 has been
married to her husband, Wesley, for 50
years as of Dec. 3, 2010. • Paul Kinder ’60
was elected president of The Village Parrot
Head Club. “With over 1,000 members, our
club is the largest in the world. We are a
social/charitable organization whose motto
is ‘We party with purpose.’ We donated over
$70,000 last year to mostly-local charities.”
• Glenn Watterworth ’60 and his spouse
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary
by taking a 16-day river boat cruise from
Switzerland up the Rhine River to the
Main River, across southern Germany to
Nuremberg, and down the Danube River to
Vienna, Austria. “What a beautiful trip!” •
Robert Weinburger ’60 reports that he enjoyed being back on campus for Homecoming, when he renewed “old” acquaintances.

1961 Joy Beedell Kaplan ’61 is looking
forward to the 50th reunion. • Lyndon
Salathiel ’61 sends greetings to classmates
and all Alma friends. “We’re enjoying retirement, but still busy singing, skiing and
teaching a little.”

1962 Jeri Lou Zettle Maus ’62 and
Mike Maus ’63 are enjoying retirement in
Colorado, and they traveled to Romania in
June and July 2010 as volunteers. They also
go hiking, biking and snow-shoeing. Jeri
Lou teaches aquacize at the YMCA nearby,
and Mike drives for Seniors’ Resource
Center. • James Salbenblatt ’62 retired from
a medical practice for the developmentally
disabled in Denver, CO, to spend time
with his wife, Carol, and the families of
their three children, including seven active
grandchildren.

1964 Richard Hastings ’64 is enjoying
retirement with lots of golf. He also has
enjoyed connecting with former classmates
on Facebook. • Dennis Kellar ’64 and Phyllis Burdick ’64 live in Norwalk, IA. They
have seven grandchildren — six boys and
one girl. Dennis is retired, and both he and
Phyllis completed the lay ministry course
for the Iowa United Methodist Church.
Phyllis is lay leader of their local church.
E-mail: pbkellar@hotmail.com. • Klotylda
Phillippi ’64 enjoys teaching and learning with terrific University of Michigan
students in Ann Arbor and working with
interns in Plymouth Canton Community
Schools. She also has a wonderful time
grand-parenting two 7-year-old grandsons.

1965 Rodger Blair ’65 and Charlene
Glassell ’67 bought a retirement home in
Las Cruces, NM. They will move there
after selling their home in Pittsburgh. Char
retires from Shady Side Academy after 31
years. Rodger soon retires from McKesson
Corporation, but he has applied for a job
with NASA in Las Cruces. • Marie Brucker
’65 was recently re-elected vice president
of Chapters of the Michigan Alliance for
Gifted Education, which provides information and resources for parents and educators seeking understanding of clever, gifted
children in Michigan. She does lectures
around the state and enjoys helping parents.
• Janet Noftz Dundas ’65 retired after 27
years as a school social worker. She lives in
Troy with her husband, Jim. They have an
8-month-old Sheltie puppy, Lady, who is

keeping them very busy, as are their 94-yearold parents, who live at Henry Ford Village.
Their twin grandsons are now 2 1/2 years
old while their granddaughter is 9 years old,
and their third grandson is 6 years old. Janet
says she would love to hear from classmates
on Facebook.

1966 Bonnie MacLachlan Garlington
’66 retired after 30 years as a school psychologist in Lake Oswego, OR. She enjoys
using her time to weave scarves, Scottish
tartans and tapestries. She looks forward to
visiting Osaka, Japan, and seeing her first
grandchild, who was born this December
to her son and his wife.

1967 Renee Allan Badertscher ’67
retired in June. “Ahh-h-h. I’m loving it.
It is true that you can be even busier in
retirement than when working, but no
complaints.” • Kate Larsen ’67 is retiring
from teaching middle school in Ventura,
CA in June 2011. • Richard Osburn ’67
recently retired from community mental
health, but says social workers never retire
from social work. He works part-time as
a child therapist for a hospital outpatient
unit and a family services agency. He also
works for his son as a golf club repair tech
at Big Al’s Golf. He continues to serve on
a national board, three state boards, one
regional board and two city commissions.
He lives in Midland with his wife, Pauline, with whom he has five kids and five
grandchildren, with a sixth on the way. “I
would like to give a shout out to the old

McDuck House crew—we need to meet
again.” • Michael Trout ’67 received a Lifetime Achievement Award in San Francisco
for his decades of work with attachment
problems in early life.

1968

Richard Douglass ’68 taught
mid-career academics in a team-teaching
seminar at the Great Lakes University of
Kisumu, in Kisumu, Kenya, during February and March of 2010. He and his partner,
Marian Horowitz, taught manuscript
preparation for publication. Their students
were from Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania and
the Congo. • Paul Lichau ’68 accepted a
position with the Michigan School Band
and Orchestra Association after 31 years
of teaching. He was appointed executive
director in 2009. • Tom Morrissett ’68 is
enjoying retirement and traveling. He and
his spouse cruised to the Baltic Capitals in
August, which he says was wonderful.

1971

Marjory Hill Leas ’71 is in her
10th year of teaching French to middle
school and high school students at Canterbury School in Fort Wayne, IN. • Deborah Maxwell ’71 became a grandmother.
Baby Eva was born in February 2010, and
baby Charlie was born in March 2010. •
Dave Thomen ’71 welcomed his third
grandchild, Capri, to his growing family
in August. His daughter, Katie, a captain
in the Army, graduated from the Defense
Language Institute in November. • Richard Thurston ’71 was recently promoted
to senior vice president at Taiwan Semi-

A LU M N I CO N N EC T I O N S

April 29: A Tradition
What started as a casual Alma get-together has evolved into
a 15-year tradition. Nancy Baxter and her fellow alumnae
remind us that the best traditions always involve our friends.
Front row, L to R: Norma Pinkerton Nisbet ’49, Betty Hartley Bailey
’48, Betty Ellis Burr’48 and Tillie Tobin Kreft ’48
Back row, L to R: Jean Bradley ’52, Phyllis Hines Hebert ’50, Joyce
McKinley Spalding ’48, Nancy Harden Baxter ’48, Betty Snow Allen
’49, Joan Brett Nixon ’48 and Jean Ann Winship Taylor ’47

www.alma.edu
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conductor Manufacturing Co. in Taiwan,
where he has served as general counsel
for nearly 10 years. Dick’s son, Andrew,
recently announced his engagement to
Grace Lim, both of Chicago, where they
are medical doctors.

1972 Richard Palmer ’72 continues his
law practice, focused on estate planning and
probate. He also teaches courses at Central
Michigan University and Cornerstone University. • Jemery VanSickle ’73 is the director of the childcare program at Greenville
Public Schools. Their son, Justin, is married
and lives in Grand Rapids. Their daughter,
Vanessa, just received her master’s degree
from Oral Roberts University. • Sue Smith
Tillotson ’72 has, after eight years of retirement from the Charlevoix Public Schools,

re-entered the working world as a tutor in
an after-school program sponsored by the
21st Century School Grant in Ellsworth
Community Schools. She also volunteers at
a community-owned, nonprofit restaurant
named The Front Porch. “This year has
been extremely rewarding,” she says.

1973

Walter Remter ’73 retired from
Fulton County, GA, as the internal audit
director, and says he does not miss the commute to downtown Atlanta one bit. He is
getting back into sailboat racing and fishing
to fill his time and will return to Michigan
several times to do both. • Eileen Olson
Rountree ’73 has found the best job she has
ever had... retirement! She lives in Sparks,
NV, and plays golf and tennis every day.

1975

Tom Cook ’75 continues to serve
as the senior minister at First Presbyterian Church in Grand Haven. In 2010, he
completed his Doctorate of Ministry from
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur,
GA. “My kids are out of college. Martha, my
wife, is healthy. Now I’m on to important
things like learning old time clawhammer
banjo.” • Debbie Peppel Dambro ’75 still
lives in Auburn after 23 years. She is looking
for full-time work while she works parttime at Farm Bureau Insurance. Her son,
Daniel, is at Saginaw Valley State University,
while her other son, Matthew, wants to be
a bounty hunter. Contact Debbie at pickle302@yahoo.com. • Sally Gates ’75 retired
after 30 years of teaching, spending the last
14 years at Walled Lake. Rob Schwartz ’75
continues his consulting business, working

ALUMNI BRIEFS

Book by Alumna features
long-time Alma resident
Masonic Pathways in Alma has many residents, but
not all can say they’ve had a book written about their
childhood. Bill Taylor, an Alma-area resident for 40
years, is an exception.
Suzanne Malpass Rogers ’66 has written a children’s
book about Taylor’s childhood — specifically Taylor’s
story about the time his pet goat got lockjaw. The
book is titled “Rusty Tries Growing Up: A True Eastern
Shore Story.”

Above: The cover of Rogers’ book,
still in production. Right: The author,
Suzanne Malpass Rogers ’66
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The idea to write a children’s book about that event
came after the success of Rogers’ first book about
a quarter horse that fell 28 feet down a well in
Tombstone, Arizona, then was rescued through the
efforts of many townspeople.

with cultural institutions across the country. They live in North Muskegon. • Lynn
Fraser Lemin ’75 now works for Rockford
Public Schools in its before- and after-school
childcare program. • Jennifer Thebo ’75
has been the technical director of clinical
chemistry for the Sparrow Health System
since 2008. In her spare time, she enjoys her
children and grandchildren, travel and music. • Susan Bedford VanRiper ’75 is the assistant principal at Western High School in
Jackson. In December 2010, she was named
Michigan’s Assistant Principal of the Year
by the Michigan Association of Secondary
School Principals (MASSP). • Jim Woolcock
’75 and Robyn Laird ’75 are both retired
from their careers in psychology, Jim with
over 30 years of work with the developmentally disabled, and Robyn with 30 years in
the Clio Area Schools. They look forward
to new adventures while traveling as well
as their first experience as “snowbirds” in
Lakeland, FL.

1976 Sue Hartz ’76 celebrates her
retirement from the Department of Human
Services, where she spent 33 years as a child
welfare worker and manager. She looks
forward to some part-time work in a similar
vein, but she also plans on traveling to visit
old friends. • Leslie Parsons Keys ’76 has
worked at the Detroit Zoo for nearly 24 years
and recently found out that one of the docents
also is an alumnus: Herbert Dipple ’62.

1977

Beverly Taylor Morris ’77 is still
in private practice for family and cosmetic
dentistry on Grosse Ile, where she also
serves as an elder at Grosse Ile Presbyterian Church. Her son, Jon ’06, graduated
from Valparaiso University with his Juris
Doctor/Master of Business Administration
in May. Her daughter, Christine, graduated from Notre Dame and attends dental
school at her alma mater, University of
Detroit Mercy. • Laura Bartkowski Powers
’77 still works as a PA-C in an OB/GYN
office. A new addition to her family is Will,
a yellow lab service dog for her husband.
“I’m doing very well, and Will is just wonderful for us.”

1978 Jim Daniels ’78 recently published two new books, From Milltown to
Malltown and Having a Little Talk with

Capital P Poetry. He also wrote and
produced the film “Mr. Pleasant,” which
premiered in November at the Three
Rivers Film Festival. • Shirley Dudek
Green ’78 moved to Kansas City, MO, in
March, when her husband was transferred. They’re enjoying exploring the
area and meeting new people.

1981

Jeanine LeMieux ’81 still
teaches for Lapeer Schools. Her youngest, Mariah, graduates this June. Contact
Jeanine at jlemieux@lapeerschools.org.
• Steve McCloskey ’81 lives in Paw Paw,
where he is in his 18th year of teaching
physics and mathematics at Marcellus
High School. • Ann Phelps-McKinness
’81 lives in Fort Mill, SC, with her husband, John, and their 11-year-old son,
Nick. • Sally Snell McLeod ’81 moved
to Alaska with her husband, Steve, this
year. She is now the environmental
superintendent at the Pogo Mine, a small
underground gold mine near Fairbanks.
“Denali Park is fantastic and only two
hours from here. Come visit us.” Contact
Sally at stevemcleod@att.net.

1983 Jonathan Thorndike ’83 is

Photos courtesy Travis McCurdy

a professor in the honors program at
Belmont University, where he teaches humanities, Japanese and British literature,
and C.S. Lewis, J.R.R. Tolkien and the
Inklings courses and first year seminar.

ALUMNI BRIEFS

1984 Sally Beers Parlow ’84 retired

Jeff Curtis ’98 continues to
set records. The Northwood
University women’s basketball
coach watched his team rally
for a national-record 27-point
comeback win over Northern
Michigan last January. Trailing
39-12, the Timberwolves
mounted a furious comeback
to win, 65-58. It was the largest
deficit ever overcome for a
victory in NCAA Division II
history.

from education in June, making it the
first time in 44 years she wasn’t headed
back to school in September. She truly
enjoys all the freedom retirement brings.

1985 Diane Moore Kakihara ’85
is a software engineering manager at
Northrop Grumman in Rancho Bernardo, CA. She works in the aerospace sector
on programs that develop unnamed air
vehicles. She lives with her husband,
Masami, her daughter, Mikayla, who is
13, and her son, Kenneth, 8.

Comeback for
the record book

1986

Jim Elsenheimer ’86 was promoted to senior instructional designer at
Eaton University, which is part of Eaton
Corporation. His team is based at the

www.alma.edu
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world headquarters in Cleveland, but he
still resides in Pittsburgh.

1987

Mark Elsenheimer ’87 is about
to move to London on a global assignment
for his current employer. This is after three
extended trips to Australia. He is, and continues to be, a business resiliency manager
at Marsh & McLennan companies.

new position as the chaplain of Monmouth College in Monmouth, IL. Her
husband, Dan, will teach at the college
as a visiting professor of religious studies. Their two Southern-born children,
Isaac and Ella, will be getting used to
the cold weather.

1995

1989 Barbara Sutherland Chovanec

Jason Crain ’95 and Melissa
King ’96 announce the birth of Andrew
Jason on Feb. 25, 2010. He joins big
brothers Matthew, Luke and Benjamin.
• Clinton Lawhorne ’95 and Kassandra Horak-Lawhorne ’96 announce
the Jan. 22, 2010, birth of Courtney
Jo Lawhorne. • Corey Messner ’95
announces the Feb. 24, 2010, birth of
his daughter, O’Malley Messner. She
weighed 7 pounds, and 3 ounces and
measured 21 inches.

’89 joined Delta Dental of Michigan, Ohio
and Indiana as an internal public relations
specialist.

1996 Erin Bush ’96 has joined

1988 Sam Miller ’88 is in his second
year as the trauma progress coordinator
for Bozeman Deaconess Hospital. • Phil
Pattengale ’88 and wife, Carmen, announce
the June 5, 2010, birth of Chloe Grace.
Siblings Michael, Christina and Connor are
enjoying their new baby sister.

1990

Beth Christenson Bienvenu ’90
started a new job last fall as the director of
accessibility for the National Endowment
for the Arts. She is excited to be back in the
arts and helping ensure that arts programs
are accessible to under-served audiences.
• Kristen Clark ’90 reports, “It has been a
great year with some interesting twists and
turns to keep life exciting. I am planning
to pursue a career in microbiology, and I’m
starting classes this semester. My goal is
to find a cure for cancer, among other less
lofty goals. But first, I must pass Microbiology 101. Wish me luck!”

1992 Shane Peters ’92 has been named
superintendent for Bridgman Public
Schools. For the past three years, he has
been the high school principal in South Haven. He begins his new position in Bridgman on July 1, 2011.

1993 Julie Long Riggs ’93 is the head
girls’ varsity basketball coach at Kaleva
Norman Dickson Schools in Brethren. This
is her 17th year teaching there. She, her
husband and three sons live near Irons.

1994 Teri McDowell Ott ’94 is moving back to the Midwest after accepting a
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Pall Life Sciences as Senior Marketing
Communications Manager. • Denise
Schilling Vittitow ’96 and husband, Joel,
welcomed their fourth baby boy, Reid
Mathieu, on Nov. 2, 2010.

1997 Brian Zollweg ’97 is eating lots
and learning from some great chefs in his
new job as director of employee relations
and human resources at Le Cordon Bleu.
His wife, Amy, has taken time off work
to tend to Bailey, 9, and Carter, 4, and
their tae kwon do, ice hockey, and Cub
Scout interests.

1999 Jason Byrne ’99 has been
named a Rising Star by Michigan Super
Lawyers. He concentrates his practice in
commercial litigation, including a focus
on complex insurance coverage disputes.

2000

Katie McDougal ’00 married
Viraj Mehta on Oct. 31, 2010. Katie is
a postdoctoral fellow at Johns Hopkins
University, and Viraj is a civilian engineer for the United States Army. The
happy couple resides in Perry Hall, MD.
• Kevin Stanley ’00 relocated to Piscataway, NJ, where he is a maintenance
supervisor with Pepsi Co. at a beverage
processing plant. He enjoys the East
Coast and welcomes visitors at any time.

“Go Scots!” Contact Kevin at
kevin.stanley@pepsico.com.

2002 Nicholas Carman ’02 married
Carrie Roosenberg on June 26, 2010. The
couple live in Loma Linda, CA, where
Carrie is finishing dental school. Nicholas
attends Keck Graduate Institute of Applied Life Sciences, where he will obtain a
master’s degree in business and clinical and
regulatory affairs. He and Carrie plan to return to Michigan in May upon graduation.
Contact Nicholas at warden321@hotmail.
com. • Ken Carver ’02 and Jennifer Koch
Carver ’05 announce the Sept. 1 birth of
their first child, Alexandria Catherine. She
was 8 pounds, 1 ounce and 19 3/4 inches.

2004 Renee Bourgeois-Williams ’04
is currently working on a master’s degree
in clinical research administration from
George Washington University. Renee and
her husband, Adam, announce the Aug.
23, 2010 birth of twin boys, Noah John
and Owen Robert. They reside in St. Clair
Shores. • Eric Jones ’04 is a corporate attorney with the law firm of Paul, Hastings,
Janofsky & Walker LLP in Chicago, focusing on mergers and acquisitions, private
equity transactions and general corporate
counseling. He is a graduate of the University of Michigan Law School. • Ericka
Olgaard ’04 will complete her residency
training in pathology at the University of
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center in Oklahoma City, OK, in 2013.

2005

Cassie Culver ’05 received her
master’s degree in reading from Eastern
Michigan University in 2010. • Kristin
Judson Martin ’05 and her husband,
Shane, announce the Jan. 7, 2011, birth
of their first-born son, Gabriel Powell
Martin. • Paul Nottoli ’05 married Erin
O’Connor on Sept. 11, 2010. Alumni in
attendance were Dirkus Callahan, Joe
Whitman, Rory and Kari Wildner, Kristina Fuehring, Matthew Chovanec ’91,
and Larry Callahan. In October 2010, Paul
and his wife opened Vitality Chiropractic
Center, a clinic that provides chiropractic
care for both people and animals. • Erin
Wicker Sager ’05 lives in the Metro DC
area, where she is working toward a master’s degree in statistics at George Mason

University. She still teaches high school
math at Fairfax County Public Schools.

2006

James Hunsanger ’06 is the vice
president of internal audit and compliance
at Michigan State Federal Credit Union,
the largest university-based credit union in
the world. • Christin Tomlin Lavery ’06
lives in Dallas, TX, where she is in her third
year of law school at Southern Methodist
University. She married Richard Lavery on
Aug. 14, 2010. Richard is in his third year of
business ownership of a lawn and landscape
company. They are enjoying their lives in
Dallas. • Erin Fralick Luckhardt ’06 married Jonathan Luckhardt in June 2010. Many
alumni were in attendance, including a
wedding party of Jessie Hill DeHaan ’07 and
Kristy and Gavin Fralick ’03. Erin works for
Boyne City Schools while Jon is an engineer
at Moeller Aerospace. • Cassie Metzler ’06 is
a proud cancer survivor after beating Hodgkin’s lymphoma in 2009-10. She teaches
elementary music at Walled Lake Consolidated Schools and attends Oakland University, where she is earning her master’s degree
in music education. She says she misses singing with the Alma Choir. • Kristi Trinkle
O’Neill ’06 married Lt. Benjamin O’Neill
on Oct. 10, 2010. They reside in Jacksonville,
FL, where Kristi teaches kindergarten, and
Ben is a pilot in the United States Navy.

2008

Shannon Dier ’08 completed her
Master of Science in development and family studies in August 2010. She is a child life
specialist at Cook Children’s Medical Center
in Fort Worth, TX. • Jim Lunde ’08 will
begin work at Second Presbyterian Church
in Indianapolis after graduating from Union
Theological Seminary this spring.
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Percussionists perform on national
stage
Alma College alumni shared the stage with some of the nation’s
top and most well-known performance groups last February at
the prestigious Lionel Hampton International Jazz Festival at the
University of Idaho in Moscow, Idaho.
The Legacy Percussion Orchestra, a 20-member all-star group
formed by Alma College’s Dave Zerbe, featured Zerbe and eight
percussion alumni plus musicians from the Robert Hohner
Ensemble. The group performed on the festival’s main stage in the
enclosed football stadium.
John Clayton, an internationally renowned bassist and the festival’s
artistic director, invited Zerbe to form the all-star group, which
included Alma College alumni Scott Brown, Reese Gall, Erika
Schroeder, Joe Moscheck, Charlie Rockwell, Nathan Schulte, Nick
Terpstra and Antosia Myers.
“Performing in the company of some of the other famous groups
headlining the festival, including The Manhattan Transfer, The Victor
Wooten Band and the Lionel Hampton New York Big Band, was a kick
for us,” says Zerbe.

2009

Kalif Mathieu ’09 teaches spoken English in Tianshui, China, with the
Peace Corps. He has learned that most Chinese people do not care for his bagpiping
talent! • Corey Wangler ’09 is completing
his master’s degree in business administration at Central Michigan University. He is a
commercial credit analyst at Firstbank.
Above: The all-star group performing on stage. Right: A festival sound tech checks the group during a rehearsal.
The versatile stadium is able to hold up to 16,000 spectators during football season.

www.alma.edu
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In memoriam

C E L E B R AT I N G T H E L I V E S O F O U R F R I E N DS

Mrs. Margaret Byer Kuhn ’30, formerly of Willshire,
OH, and Decatur, IN, died March 16, 2011, in
Bluffton, IN, at age 103. Mrs. Kuhn was a retired
teacher, with 28 years of service at Midland High
School in Midland, MI; Willshire High School;
Lincoln School in Blue Creek Township of Adams
County; and Adams Central Elementary School.
She earned her master’s degree in 1961 from Ball
State University in Muncie. Mrs. Kuhn was a member of Willshire United Methodist Church, National
Teachers’ Association, Indiana State Teachers’
Association and the Retired Teachers’ Association.
Among her survivors are a daughter, a son, eight
grandchildren, 12 great-grandchildren and one
great-great-granddaughter. She was predeceased by
her husband, Carl Kuhn, in 1993.
Mrs. Eunice Converse Kaslander ’37, formerly of
Alma, died Jan. 1, 2011, in Lowell at age 94. Mrs.
Kaslander taught dancing and acrobatics, and was
a good tennis player and gymnast. After Alma
College, she attended Michigan State College
where she graduated with a Bachelor of Science
in physical education in June 1938. She taught in
Shepherd and later in Alma and St. Louis until
her retirement. For more than 70 years, she was a
member of the First Presbyterian Church in Alma,
where she was active in the circle, choir, Sunday
school, Board of Parish Care, memorial committee
and as a deacon. Mrs. Kaslander enjoyed traveling
with her husband, Leonard, gardening and caring
for her family and her cats. Among her survivors
are a daughter, Kristine Omness ’71; a son, Lee
Kaslander; and a grandson, Jonathan Kaslander
’97. She was predeceased by her husband in 2005
and a brother, Donald Converse ’47, in 2008.
Dr. Theodore G. “Ted” Tangalakis ’38, business
and community leader and long-time resident of
Ann Arbor, died Jan. 13, 2011, at age 94. He was
raised in St. Louis, received his B.S. from Alma,
and continued on, receiving his M.S. in organic
chemistry and additional graduate degree in pharmacy in 1942. While attending Alma, he was a
Little All-American and earned a total of 12 varsity
athletic letters in football, tennis, and track and
field. He served as a captain with the U.S. Army
Medical and Central European campaigns and was
attached to General Patton’s division during the
Battle of the Bulge, receiving the Soldier’s Medal
by General Patton for saving wounded men from a
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MASH unit hospital tent set ablaze by enemy fire.
Mr. Tangalakis was the first American medical
officer to enter and liberate the infamous BergenBelsen concentration camp toward the end of the
war, giving aid to victims of the Holocaust — an
event which helped to mold his lifelong commitment to helping people. Returning from the
war, he opened the Campus Drugs in Ypsilanti in
1946 and served the Eastern Michigan University
community, becoming actively involved there for
almost 65 years and receiving many awards. In
1984, Eastern Michigan University presented him
with an honorary Doctor of Business Degree, and
in the next year, the State of Michigan Legislature
presented him with a special tribute that recognized his contributions. Among his survivors are
his wife of 67 years, Matina; two sons, a daughter,
four grandchildren, a great-grandson and two sisters, including Marian Tangalakis Curtis ’42.
Dr. Donald D. Fink ’42 died Nov. 30, 2010, in
Grand Rapids at age 90. Dr. Fink served his
country in the U.S. Army during WWII, and he
spent his professional career in education beginning with teaching junior and senior high vocal
music. He went on to serve in numerous positions
of higher education leadership, including president of Grand Rapids Junior College, founding
president of Montcalm Community College, and
involvement with U. of M., M.S.U., G.V.S.U.,
W.M.U., and Aquinas College. He was active with
the Eastminster Presbyterian Church Choir and
Bethany Reformed Church Choir. He also served
on the board for the Area Agency on Aging of
Western Michigan for over 20 years. Among his
survivors are his wife, a daughter, five grandchildren and a great-grandson. He was predeceased by
a son, Dr. Donald C. Fink ’67, in 2007.
Dr. Victor R. Fox ’42, formerly of Holly, died
Nov. 21, 2010, in Alpena at the age of 91. Dr. Fox
was a retired dentist; he lived in Lincoln, MI, and
wintered in Greenville, TN. He is survived by
three children, including Bruce T. Fox ’75, and six
grandchildren. He was predeceased by his wife in
2009. A memorial service will be held in Holly in
the spring of 2011.
Dr. Donald E. Allured ’45, formerly of Lansing,
died Feb. 28, 2011 in Pensacola, FL, at age 88.
Dr. Allured received his master’s degree in sacred
music from Union Theological Seminary in New

York. He served on the faculty of Westminster
Choir College in Princeton, NJ, 1979-1988, developing a handbell leadership curriculum for students majoring in sacred music. During his years
there, he established the ongoing annual tour of
the Westminster Handbell Choir. In May 2007, he
received an honorary Doctor of Music degree from
Westminster Choir College of Rider University in
Princeton. Dr. Allured was president and honorary life member of the American Guild of English
Handbell Ringers, and was awarded the Guild’s
highest accreditation, Master Teacher and Master
Conductor. Music composed and arranged by Dr.
Allured is widely used by bell choirs throughout
the world. The Wesleyan Handbell Choir of
Lake Charles, LA, toured all 50 states under his
able direction, and he had the honor of directing
BellFest of Pensacola. Among his survivors are
his wife, Melissa; five children; five grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren. He was preceded in
death by two siblings and son.
Mrs. Aretha “Penny” Hammond Mason ’47 died
May 19, 2009, in Sarasota, FL. In addition to her family, her great love was her career as an occupational
therapist. She was a loving wife, mother and loyal
friend. She was active in the American Association
of University Women, Occupational Therapy
Association, Alpha Sigma Tau, Council of Aging,
International Platform Association, Who’s Who in
America and the World, and other organizations.
She was a member of the Covenant Life Presbyterian
Church. Survivors included her husband of 60 years,
James F. Mason ’54, a daughter and a son.
Mr. Robert E. Wendland ’47, formerly of Bay
City, died Jan. 21, 2011, in Northville at age 84.
Mr. Wendland attended the Riverside Military
Academy in 1944; then attended Alma College for
two years in the U.S. Naval V-12 training program,
and then graduated from Miami University of
Ohio in 1948. He served in the Korean War from
1951-53 aboard the USS Bon Homme Richard aircraft carrier. Upon his return to Bay City, he was
employed with Hirschfield Steel. He eventually
became the president of the Steel Service Central
Division, serving the company for 42 years until
his retirement in 1996. Mr. Wendland was an avid
outdoorsman, enjoying hunting, fishing, tennis
and golf. Among his survivors are two sons, two
stepsons, one stepdaughter, 11 grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren. He was predeceased by

two wives and a daughter. Mr. Wendland was a
member of the Alma College Heritage Society,
providing for Alma in his estate plans.
Col. Clifford R. VanAuken ’48, formerly of Flint,
died Feb. 7, 2011, in Swartz Creek at age 85. He
graduated from Durand High School in 1942. He
attended Alma College briefly before serving in
the U.S. Army. After basic training he was sent to
Bradley Polytechnic University for further education, and then to Billings General Hospital for
medical training. Col. Van Auken went to Europe
as a combat medic, joining General Patton’s
Third Army, 4th Armd. Division, 10th Army Inf.
Bn. that landed in France at Omaha Beach. He
was involved in many battles advancing across
France. In December, the 4th Armd. Div. was
rushed to Belgium to relieve the 101st Airbourne
Div. trapped in Bastogne. Col. Van Auken was
severely wounded while attempting to recover
the wounded. He was hospitalized at Percy Jones
General Hospital in Battle Creek. Seven months
later he received a medical discharge and reentered
Alma College. Col. Van Auken’s awards were the
Purple Heart, Bronze Star with Oak Leaf Cluster,
Rhineland Campaign Medal, American Campaign
Medal, World War II Victory Medal, United States
Meritorious Medal, Presidential Unit Citation
Medal, Combat’s Medics Medal, French Fouragere
and Armed Forces Reserve Campaign Medal.
After leaving Alma he was called to active duty
and spent 31 years in the military. He remained in
the Flint area, finally residing in Swartz Creek. He
was an avid hunter and fisherman, also a dedicated
pilot. He is survived by two daughters, several
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Another
daughter preceded him in death in 1991.
Mrs. Helen Gracie Evans ’50, formerly of Windsor,
ON, and Redford Township, died March 23, 2011,
in Venice, FL at age 83. She came to Venice in 1982
from Redford Township and had worked as a personnel systems analyst with General Motors in the
Diesel Allison Division in Detroit, retiring in 1981
after 30 years with the company. Mrs. Evans was
active with area Alma College alumni, and was
a member of the South Venice Civic Association,
the Friends of the Library, and the American
Association of University Women in Venice. She
was predeceased by her husband.
Rev. Donald H. Thomson ’50, formerly of
Coleman, MI, and Eugene, OR, died Feb. 26, 2011,
in Holt at age 87. He was a graduate of Naperville
Seminary in Naperville, IL, and earned two
master’s degrees from Michigan State University.
He served in the U.S. Navy in WWII and began
his ministerial work in 1953. A memorial service
was held at Holt Presbyterian Church on March
2. Among his survivors are his wife, Vergelee
Thomson; two sons and two daughters and their
spouses; five grandchildren and two sisters. Rev.
Thomson was a member of the Heritage Society
and planned for Alma in his estate plans.
Mr. Lawrence C. Van Amberg ’50, formerly of
Detroit, died Dec. 14, 2010, in Bossier City, LA,

at age 86. Mr. Van Amberg was a veteran of the
U.S. Air Force, attaining the rank of SMSgt. and
retiring in 1969. He served in WWII, the Korean
War and the Vietnam War, and later served as
an instructor at the NCO Academy at Barksdale
AFB, LA. Upon retirement, he lived in Traverse
City for 10 years where he drove a bus for North
Star Lines from Traverse City to Detroit. Among
his survivors are his wife of 63 years, Patricia
Miner Van Amberg ’50, a daughter and grandson.
Mr. Albert R. Fisher ’51, formerly of Euclid, OH,
and Alma, died Feb. 5, 2011, in Grand Haven
at age 86. He served in the Navy during WWII
and taught sixth grade and junior high math in
the Spring Lake Public Schools for more than 30
years. He enjoyed listening to music and singing
bass in the Spring Lake Presbyterian Church choir.
Mission trips serving the Mayan people in Mexico
held a special place in his heart. He was predeceased by his wife, Elizabeth, in 2009 after 63 years
of marriage. Survivors include three sons, nine
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.
Mrs. Marilyn D. “Lynn” Campbell Giddings ’51,
formerly of Lake Orion, Oxford and Sault Ste.
Marie, died March 23, 2011, in Las Cruces, NM,
at age 81. She graduated from Lake Orion High
School and attended Alma College for three years.
She then worked as a service representative for
Michigan Bell (now AT&T), a substitute teacher
and a nurse’s aide, followed by marriage and raising her family. In 1973, the family moved from
Oxford to Sault Ste. Marie and then Florida. In
1998 she moved to Las Cruces to be closer to her
daughter. Mrs. Giddings had an awesome sense of
humor and loved the outdoors. Among her survivors are two daughters, a son, a son-in-law, brother, and six grandchildren. She was predeceased by
her husband, a daughter and a sister.
Mrs. Gloria A. Moore Alef ’53 of Grayling died
March 12, 2011, at her Lake Margarethe home at
the age of 80. She was raised at Lake Margarethe
and was proud to swim across the lake as a young
girl. She attended Leelanau School for Girls and
graduated from Grayling High School in 1948.
After Alma College, she attended the Kirtland
College Law Enforcement program. She was a
member of Michelson Memorial United Methodist
Church, where she taught Sunday school. She also
volunteered with the Mercy Hospital Auxiliary,
worked for radio station WGRY as a weather
announcer and had been on the Grayling Winter
Sports Queens Court. Among her survivors are
two daughters, three sons, six grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren. She was predeceased by
her husband, John “Jack” Alef in 2000.
Mr. Bruce M. DePue ’54, formerly of Holt, died
March 6, 2011, in Mason at age 79. A loving husband, father and grandfather, his greatest joy in life
was having his family around him and spending
time fishing with his buddies. He was a graduate of Holt High School, and as a running back
at Holt, held a record for the most touchdowns
scored in a single game, for which he was honored
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and inducted into the Holt High School Hall of
Fame in October 2004. After college, Mr. DePue
served his country in the U.S. Army and then set
down roots in Mason and began his teaching career
at Mason Public Schools, which spanned 28 years.
He was active as a coach for both the boys’ and
girls’ athletic programs, where he was affectionately known as Papa Smurf. Declining health led him
to an early retirement in 1987. In 1991 he received
the Gift of Life through the generosity of a heart
donor. This precious gift allowed him 20 additional
years with his family and friends. He is survived
by his wife of 34 years, Barbara DePue; seven children; 22 grandchildren; six great-grandchildren;
several nieces and nephews; many special in-laws
and his fishing buddies.
Mr. James F. Mason ’54 of Sarasota, FL, died Feb.
23, 2010, at age 81. Mr. Mason served in the U.S.
Navy, followed by many years in Florida banking,
real estate and insurance industries. Although he
took pride in these careers, it was his time spent as
a teacher and coach at Riverview High School that
he recounted with great fondness; and, outside of his
family, it was the time spent with his students that
he cherished most. He is survived by a son, a daughter and four grandchildren. He was predeceased by
his wife, Aretha Hammond Mason ’47, in 2009.
Mr. Delbert W. Hahn ’58, formerly of Elk Rapids,
died Feb. 13, 2011, in Alma at age 78. During the
Korean War, Mr. Hahn served in the U.S. Army at
Fort Leonard Wood, MO, where he trained troops.
He then attended Alma College where he met his
wife, Gail Ann Juhasz Hahn ’59, and they were
married in 1957. Upon graduation in 1958, Mr.
Hahn began a 28-year career in the Alma Public
School system as an elementary teacher. Over the
years, he taught or was a principal in every school in
Alma except Wright Avenue School. He went on to
receive his master’s degree in education in 1964 from
Central Michigan University. When he retired in
1986, he was the athletic director and assistant to the
principal at Alma High School. Mr. Hahn served
his community in many ways, including 21 years as
captain of the Alma Fire Department, over 20 years
with the Gratiot County Mental Health Authority
Board, and court-appointed guardian for many
persons in need. Among his survivors are his wife,
daughter, son, and two grandsons. He was predeceased by two young daughters.
Mr. Glen Russell Howarth ’58, formerly of
Detroit and Riverside, CA, died March 24, 2011,
in Pendleton, OR, at age 75. He graduated from
Northville High School and attended three years at
Alma before entering the Army. He was assistant
production manager for Prowler Travel Trailers,
previously Fleetwood Travel Trailers in southern California. He moved to Pendleton in 1972.
Among his survivors are his wife; three daughters;
two sisters, Joyce Howarth Voska ’54 and Janice
Howarth Doolittle ’61; eight grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.

Mr. Leslie G. “Woody” Woodruff ’58 died Nov. 13,
2010, in New Baltimore at age 75. Mr. Woodruff
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taught at Anchor Bay Middle School for over 30
years. He served in the U.S. Army and was a member of the First Congregational Church in New
Baltimore. He loved watching, playing and coaching
sports. Mr. Woodruff also was a bookkeeper for the
Anchor Bay Beacon. He loved woodworking, and
he built his home and barn. He also enjoyed helping to raise his grandsons. Among his survivors are
his wife of 52 years, Nan Stromberg Woodruff ’59,
three children, two grandsons and a sister.
Mr. Robin E. Butler ’60, formerly of Milford, OH,
died Feb. 15, 2011, in Manitowoc, WI, at age 81.
He received his Master of Divinity from Dubuque
Seminary. Mr. Butler was an instructor at Lakeshore
Technical College in Cleveland for 23 years. After
his retirement, he continued as an instructor at
Silver Lake College in Manitowoc. He was also a
protestant minister at First Presbyterian Church,
a supervisor at Mirro Aluminum Company, and
was also the owner/operator of R.E. Butler and
Son Roofing Company. He also developed and
taught the Accelerated Supervisory Management
Program at LTC. He was a true student of faith
and was a parishioner at St. Francis of Assisi Parish,
Manitowoc. He was interested in aviation and, as a
licensed pilot, built his own airplane. He was a lifelong writer, former president of Wisconsin Regional
Writers Association, with interests in theology, the
history of religion and education. He enjoyed traveling with his family. Among his survivors are his
wife, Linda Butler, and four children.
Mr. Algernon Bruce Jayne, Jr. ’61, a retired pastor, died Jan. 14, 2011, in Steelton, PA, at age 84.
Mr. Jayne was a member of the Centenary United
Methodist Church of Steelton. In earlier years, Mr.
Jayne worked on his parents’ dairy farm and then
served his country in WWII in the Signal Corp.,
Weimar, Germany. As a male nurse at the Masonic
Hospital in Michigan, he worked his way through
Alma College and seminary at the University of
Dubuque, Iowa. An ordained minister, his career
was in the Wyoming and Central Pennsylvania
United Methodist Conferences. Among his survivors are his wife of 49 years, Joan E. Haslett Jayne
’62; three children; a grandson; and three sisters.
Mrs. Mildred Howe Pritchard ’62, formerly of
Decatur, died Feb. 3, 2011, in Kalamazoo at the
age of 71. She graduated co-valedictorian from
Decatur High School in 1958, and graduated
summa cum laude from Alma College in 1962
where she served as editor of The Almanian. She
also received a master’s degree in Spanish from the
University of Wisconsin in 1963 after which she
worked two years teaching high school Spanish,
French, English and journalism and one year as
a reporter for Stoughton Courier-Hub. She also
worked as the head of public relations for the
University of Wisconsin-Manitowoc and as advisor
to the school’s newspaper. She earned a Master of
Library Science from Western Michigan University
in 1978, and then worked as librarian at Plainwell’s
Ransom Public Library, and served in public relations and the training of docents at the Kalamazoo
Institute of Arts. She also served as director of the
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Paw Paw District Public Library from 1985-2000.
Mrs. Pritchard gave time to volunteer with the
YWCA and International Neighbors, a program
that assisted foreigners with adjustment to life
in the United States. Mrs. Pritchard passionately
but quietly devoted herself to many humanitarian
causes. Among her survivors are her husband of 45
years, Dr. Michael S. Pritchard ’62; two children,
three grandchildren and a brother.
Mr. John P. Kerr ’69, formerly of Flushing, died
Dec. 18, 2010, in Royal Oak at age 63. Mr. Kerr
served in the U.S. Army in Vietnam. He worked
for local non-profit organizations, including
Insight for 21 years. He recently worked for the
VA in Detroit with homeless veterans, a job he
loved. He enjoyed softball, which included his
team at Alma College and the Bad News Bears, a
team he sponsored and coached. Among his survivors are his wife, Mary, a grandson and sister.
Mr. Charles J. “Charlie” Rinehart ’85, formerly
of Durand, died Jan. 23, 2011, in Lansing at age
48. Mr. Rinehart graduated from Mason Public
Schools, received his Bachelor of Arts from Alma
College and his master’s from the University of
South Carolina. He worked as an archaeologist
for the University of South Carolina for five years.
Most recently he was a senior archaeologist with
the Louis Berger Company of Haslett since 1994.
He was ordained as an elder and a deacon for the
Presbyterian Church. He is survived by his mother
and many friends.
Ms. Deborah E. Smith-Westrum ’86 of Ann
Arbor, formerly of Fenton, died Feb. 20, 2011 at
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital in Ann Arbor at age 47.
She was born in Flint and graduated from Fenton
High School in 1982 and later earned bachelor’s
degrees from Alma College and Eastern Michigan
University. She was employed as a caregiver at
Columbiere Elder Care Center where she provided
care for retired clergy. She also was a skilled artist,
a homemaker and loving mother. Among her survivors are her two children and their father.
Mr. Thomas J. “Tom” Trepkowski ’97, formerly
of Bad Axe, died Feb. 3, 2011, in Howell at age
35. He graduated from Bad Axe High School in
1993 and received his Bachelor of Science degree
from Alma College in 1997. On August 2, 1997,
he married Kylie Friend ’96 in Montpelier, OH.
He was employed as a wholesaler for Columbia
Management, and he loved spending time with
family and friends, playing golf, hunting, going to
the casino and playing hockey on Sunday nights.
Mr. Trepkowksi was a member and lector at St.
John’s Catholic Church in Hartland. Among his
survivors are his wife, a son, his mother, two brothers, a sister, and father and mother-in-law. He
was preceded in death by his father, a brother, a
sister and his grandparents. A loyal alumnus, Mr.
Trepkowski was a member of the Alma College
Heritage Society, providing for Alma in his estate
plans to benefit the newly established Thomas J.
and Kylie E. Trepkowski Endowed Scholarship for
students in the performing arts.

Ms. Sara A. Ballard ’96, formerly of Okemos,
died March 29, 2011, at Providence Saint Peter
Hospital in Olympia, WA, at age 36. She grew
up in Michigan and graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in business administration and economics
from Alma College. She was the executive director of the Volunteer Center of Lewis, Mason and
Thurston Counties in Washington. She was a
certified volunteer administrator, a graduate of
the Michigan Nonprofit Association Emerging
Leader course and a 2009 graduate of Leadership
Thurston County. Ms. Ballard was president of the
statewide Volunteer Centers of Washington. She
also was part of the Junior League of Olympia. She
joined the Volunteer Center in March 2008. Ms.
Ballard touched the lives of many people, especially
in the nonprofit world, as she truly cared about
what she was doing and making a difference in
their lives. She is survived by her parents, Jim and
Nancy Ballard, of Williamston, MI.
Mr. Virgil E. Boyd, friend and trustee 1968-77,
trustee emeritus 1977-88, died Feb. 21, 2011 in
Phoenix, AZ, at age 98. A former executive of
Chrysler Corporation, Mr. Boyd retired in 1972 and
moved to Arizona from Detroit. While in Detroit,
he served on various boards, including chair on the
Alma College Board of Directors. He is predeceased
by his wife, Berneice, and is survived by a daughter,
a son, six grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren.
He will be remembered as a master storyteller. He
was a member of the Church of the Red Rocks in
Sedona, a 33rd degree Mason of the Scottish Rite,
and a member of the Shrine.
Mrs. Jacalyn Hart Hadden, friend and supporter, formerly from Alma, died Dec. 24, 2010,
in Williamston at age 54. Among her survivors
are her husband, Chuck Hadden ’76, a son and
four sisters. Mrs. Hadden was on staff with the
Republican Michigan House of Representatives.
She worked for Consumers Energy for more than
20 years and most recently was vice president of
state government affairs and was recognized by her
peers as a top lobbyist in the state. She loved cooking, traveling, spending time with her family.
Mr. Clarence W. Leppien, friend and supporter,
died Jan. 19, 2011, in Alma at age 92. Mr. Leppien
was the retired owner of Garr Tool of Alma. He
is survived by three children, 11 grandchildren, 21
great-grandchildren and two great-great-grandchildren. He was predeceased by his wife, a granddaughter, a great-great-grandaughter, a sister, and
three brothers.
Mrs. Glee Miller, friend and former employee from
Riverdale, died Jan. 13, 2011, in Grayling at age
83. Mrs. Miller was employed in the housekeeping
department at Alma College from 1963 until her
retirement in 1992. She enjoyed hunting, fishing
and gardening, especially tending to the flowers
in her yard. Among her survivors are a son, two
grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren and a
sister. She was predeceased by her husband, Jay
Miller, in 1971.

Mr. Clarence William “C.W.” Moss Jr., friend
and supporter from Oakley and Chesaning, died
March 6, 2011, in Owosso at age 82. Mr. Moss
was graduate of Flint Northern High School and
resided most of his life in Flint and Montrose in
young adulthood and then moved to Chesaning.
He married Lila G. Keely on Nov. 27, 1949, in
Flint; she died June 29, 2005. Mr. Moss worked
on the assembly line for GM at Buick City in
Flint and then as a Citizens Bank manager, retiring from there in later years. He was an avid car
enthusiast and collector, enjoyed square dancing
and was a square dance caller. He enjoyed all
sports, especially hockey, and was a member of
the Episcopalian faith. He is survived by two sons
and their spouses, including Bruce Moss ’74 and
Jennifer Thebo ’75, of Alma. Memorial contributions are designated for the Lila G. Moss Vocal
Music Scholarship at Alma College.
Ms. Katherine “Kay” Reebel, friend and supporter, formerly of Pittsburgh, died Feb. 20,
2011, in Ann Arbor at age 102. Ms. Reebel was
a retired professor from the School of Social
Work at the University of Michigan, working
there many years until her retirement in 1974.
She graduated from Chatham University and
held two master’s degrees from the University
of Pittsburgh and from Smith College. She also
attended the London School of Economics. Her

particular interest was in medical social work.
She received many awards and commendations
for her work. She was a member of the First
Presbyterian Church, serving as an Elder for
several years. Ms. Reebel provided for Alma
College in her estate plans.
Dr. Sonya M. Sheffert, friend and faculty member,
died Jan. 18, 2011, in Mount Pleasant at age 43.
Dr. Sheffert was assistant professor of psychology
at Alma College since August 2008. She received
her B.A. in psychology from the University of
Alaska and her M.S. and Ph.D. in Experimental
(Cognitive) Psychology from the University of
Connecticut with a specialization in the Psychology
of Language. She spent 10 years at Central
Michigan University in the psychology department, as well as institutions in Indiana, Alaska
and Connecticut. Dr. Sheffert was a member of
the First United Methodist Church, the American
Psychological Association and the American
Psychological Society. She was also the advisor
of Psy Chi. In 1995, she received “Outstanding
Dissertation” from the American Psychological
Association, and in 2001, she received the
“Excellence in Teaching” Award from CMU. Her
special enjoyments were activities with her family
and three dogs, traveling, reading, cooking and
gardening. Among her survivors are her husband
and two children. Memorials are designated to
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the Sonya Marie Sheffert Memorial Endowed
Scholarship at Alma College.

Dr. Cornelius “Neil” van Zwoll, former faculty,
died Dec. 11, 2010, in Grand Rapids at age 94.
Dr. Cornelius taught German at Alma College
1963-69. He then became chair of the Russian and
German Department at De Pauw University in
Greencastle, IN. Throughout his career, he taught
Latin, French, German, Russian and Literature.
He retired from De Pauw University in 1982.
Mrs. Lillian F. Whittier, friend and supporter,
died Dec. 19, 2010, in Grand Blanc at age 84. Mrs.
Whittier retired from Flint General Hospital as the
head of surgical nursing in 1956. Her second career
was as a legal assistant to two estate lawyers. She
was a dedicated wife for 36 years, loved her family,
supported her grandchildren and was well known
for her wonderfully dry wit. She was a member of
the First Presbyterian Church of Flint, working as
deacon, elder, office volunteer, Bishop Shoesmith
Class member and usher. She also was active in
other community organizations. She is survived
by her two daughters and two grandchildren. She
was predeceased by her husband, Ralph Whittier,
and son, Richard D. Whittier. Memorials are designated to the Richard D. Whittier Memorial Fund
at Alma College.
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Alma Accents and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days.
Please use this form to send your news about promotions, honors, appointments,
graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old
Alma College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos. If you would like former classmates to contact you, include your contact information. The content of Alumni News is the responsibility of the editor.
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Return to: Alumni Relations Director, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599
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www.alma.edu

39

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 979
Lansing, Michigan

614 W. Superior St.
Alma, MI 48801-1599
(989) 463-7111
published for alumni, parents
and friends of alma college.
please recycle accents and pass
it on to a prospective student.
change service requested

e
m
o
s
a
m
l
A
Show
We’re close, but
we need your help!

97.1%

Help us continue 125 years of momentum!
So many exciting changes have taken
place on campus over the past year,
thanks to our loyal alumni and friends!
The impact of your collective dollars
makes a genuine difference that Alma
students experience daily. Alma College
continues a strong tradition of 125 years!
June 30 is the deadline to make your gift
count this fiscal year.
Call: 1-800-291-1312
Click: www.alma.edu
Mail: postpaid envelope in Accents
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The Eddy Renovation The Hogan Project

The ALMA FUND

