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Old Knight, by former Alma College faculty artist Kent Kirby, was
printed in 1993 and included in Kirby’s retrospective shows at Saginaw Valley State University (2000) and Alma College (2003). Since
1960, his work has been shown in more than 150 juried and invitational exhibitions, and his art is included in the permanent collections
of major museums and private collections. As a memorial to Kirby,
who died June 7, 2005, the top award in the Alma College Statewide
Print Competition has been renamed the Kent Kirby Memorial Purchase Award. See page 37 for more about his professional accomplishments and influence on Alma students.
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Continuing a legacy of preparing responsible leaders
In my travels on behalf of the College, I have the privilege
of getting to know many of our alumni throughout the
country. Alma alumni represent a wide range of professions,
generations and life experiences. A common theme is the
significant way alumni make a difference in their companies
and communities. Alma alumni do very well in their professional roles, often gaining great recognition for their work.
They also are active in their churches, serve on the boards of
non-profit organizations, mentor young people, and contribute in many ways to the health and well being of their
communities. Alma College long has prepared outstanding
leaders – confident, capable and caring leaders – who use
the opportunity afforded them by their Alma education for
something greater than their own gain.
This issue of Accents profiles a few of these alumni leaders. Some gain national and even
international visibility through their accomplishments. Others quietly work in their little
corners of the world, sharing their talents in their workplaces and through volunteer service.
We are very proud of all of their accomplishments.
Alma College has the challenge to ensure that this leadership legacy continues by finding
new ways to prepare today’s students to follow in these alumni footsteps. Consequently,
we are in the process of creating some exciting new programs with the goal that all Alma
students will graduate with the knowledge, skills and commitments of responsible leadership, regardless of area of study. These programs build on what Alma College already
does well: help students explore their values and sense of purpose, develop a depth of
knowledge in a specific discipline, and offer students opportunities to apply their learning
beyond the campus.
Alma’s emphasis on responsible leadership is a direct response to the needs we so often hear
articulated by prospective employers and community leaders. These attributes can be summarized as graduates committed to the common good that can effectively lead change and serve
as effective stewards of the organizational resources entrusted to their care. We believe this
describes a “responsible leader,” the integration of the outcomes of Alma’s mission to prepare
graduates who serve generously, lead purposefully and are stewards of the resources with
which they are entrusted.
Let me offer one example of how responsible leadership is alive and well on the Alma Campus today. Shortly after the Hurricane Katrina disaster, I issued an invitation to the campus
to participate in a year of service in response to this disaster. I knew immediate interest
would run high but fully anticipated it would wane significantly as time passed. However,
I underestimated the commitment to responsible leadership at Alma. Numerous student
groups have raised funds for disaster relief. Personnel policies were amended to allow leave
time for relief work. Panels have discussed the issues of race and social class associated with
this disaster; classes are studying the disaster from multiple perspectives. Two spring trips to
conduct relief work are planned in March, and a May Spring Term course on the Gulf Coast
will both study and offer service. Alma College’s responsible leaders indeed have committed
to a year-long effort of service, leadership and stewardship!
I look forward to sharing the exciting details of our new plans on developing responsible
leadership with you over the next several months. Thank you for challenging today’s students to follow in the leadership footsteps that you, our alumni, model so well.

Saundra Tracy
Alma College President
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Grandville couple cares for children who need surgery
From childcare to adoption, the Pettijohns are making a
difference in the lives of children who are ill.
Since 1993, Robert ’75 and Carole Gunther Pettijohn ’75 of
Grandville have cared for eight children through Healing
The Children, an organization that brings children from impoverished countries to the United States for major surgeries.
“We had three healthy children of our own and felt we had
been blessed with the resources available to help someone
else who had some needs,” says Carole. “Our faith definitely played a role in our decision to be involved with this
exciting venture. We received a lot of moral support and
childcare help from individuals in our church family.”

was five years old when he arrived and has had more than
35 surgeries on his vocal cords. The Pettijohns are now his
legal guardians and applying to be his adoptive parents.
“Dixon cannot get the proper surgery that he needs to survive in his country of origin, but it is hard for the government to relinquish him just because of that,” states Carole.
So the Pettijohns continue to pursue his adoption.
The Pettijohns are thankful for the impact they have had
on the children.
“We try very hard to help them medically, emotionally and
also spiritually,” says Carole. They send each child home
with a photo journal of their experience. “We know that
they and their family really value that,” she says.

Children from South
America and the Dominican Republic have stayed
with the Pettijohns for
months at a time, undergoing extensive surgeries
and recoveries. All medical care and costs are donated; however, families
in the organization must
provide food and clothing
for the children.

The Pettijohns are pleased with “the level of growth and
maturity” their own children have gained from these experiences and are excited to see how their children might give
to others in the future. Their son, Stuart, is a senior at Alma
College majoring in biology.

Dixon (left), originally
from Honduras, has been
with the Pettijohns off
and on since 1996. He

Top: Bob and Carole Pettijohn enjoy a family outing. Seated around
the table, from left: Dixon, daughter Jillian and husband B.J., son
Aaron and wife Leah, Carole and Bob, and son Stuart ’06 and girlfriend Erin Bernethy ’07.

Their example has spread to 11 other church families who
have become involved in the organization.
“They got involved because they saw us and saw the impact
it had on our family,” says Carole.
— Renee Pietila ’08

great scots
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Alma College recognizes alumni achievements
Alma College recognized four alumni during Homecoming weekend for contributions to their communities and
professions and to the College.
Louis Ferrand ’64 of Alexandria, Va., received the Alma
College Distinguished Alumni Award, the highest honor
presented to alumni. The award recognizes alumni who
have brought distinction to the College through their
professions, have set strong examples for others and have
served their communities.

Dr. Heuschle, a Saginaw radiologist for 38 years, retired as
one of the most heralded physicians in Michigan. He received his medical degree from the University of Michigan
and completed his residency at the University of Michigan
Hospital. JoAnne was a
Saginaw schoolteacher and
continued to volunteer in the
schools long after their three
children graduated.

A native of Rockford, Ferrand in 1988 became director of
the Office of General Legal
Services and General Counsel
for the General Secretariat of the Organization of
American States (OAS). He
provides advisory services to
OAS officials, is the principal
legal advisor in negotiations
with Central and South
American governments,
works with commercial
entities, and advises on labor
relations matters, corporate
contracts and equal opportunity employment.
After graduating from Alma,
he started law school at the
University of Michigan, left
there to serve in the Peace
Corps under a Lyle Fellowship he received from Alma,
and returned to Michigan
after two years to finish his
Juris Doctorate degree.

Since 1961, the Alma College Alumni Association has
presented the Hebert Award
to alumni for unusual loyalty
and service to the College
and the association. The
award was named in memory of the 1920 alumnus
whose love of Alma College
and his work on behalf of
the institution was an inspiration to all alumni.

Front row from left, Dr. Richard ’59 and JoAnne Stocker ’60
Heuschle, winners of the George Hebert Lifetime Service Award,
and Amy Falvey Carl ’82, winner of the Smith Distinguished Service
Award. Back row, President Saundra J. Tracy and Louis Ferrand
’64, winner of the Alma College Distinguished Alumni Award.

Prior to beginning his career
as a lawyer, Ferrand was
co-founder and president of
the Cornerstone Project in Bedford Stuyvesant in Brooklyn, NY. The program presented college students the
opportunity to live and work in the impoverished neighborhood during the summer. He then became director
of Manpower Programs in Grand Rapids, an inner-city
program designed for job training and recruitment that
placed more than 1,000 people per year.

Throughout most of the 1970s and 80s he was a trial attorney
for the U.S. Justice Department in the Employment Section
of the Civil Rights Division. He successfully tried cases dealing with discrimination in employment on the basis of race.
In 1976, he was recruited by the Solicitor General’s Office at
the Labor Department as its Counsel for Civil Rights.
Dr. Richard ’59 and JoAnne Stocker ’60 Heuschle of
Saginaw received the George Hebert Lifetime Service
6

Award. The Heuschles met during a ballroom dancing
class at Alma College and have been ardent supporters of
the College since graduation. They have served on advisory committees and assisted with numerous fund raising
campaigns in addition to donating time and resources. Dr.
Heuschele has been a member of the Alma College Board
of Trustees since 2000.

Amy Falvey Carl ’82 of Marcellus received the Smith Distinguished Service Award, a
new award this year presented to an alumnus who has
devoted significant time in
service to the College.

Carl’s service began while
still in College serving three
years on the Orientation Committee, four years with the
Student-Alumni Association, and three years as an admissions volunteer. She has continued her strong support of
the College with membership on the Alumni Board for six
years, serving as president from 2000–02. She was a part
of the alumni team that established the College’s Smith
Alumni House in 1999. Carl helps with alumni networking events, assists in the recruitment of students and helps
organize tailgates at football games.
A graduate of Alma with a degree in business administration, Carl is a management consultant for Michael J. Carl
& Associates, which includes a law firm and two dentist
offices. She is a member of her local theater board and
active in local summer festivals.

great scots

Finding the Write way
When it comes to sharpening composition
skills, Jill Johnson Pennington ’92 can help
students find the Write Way.
Since helping set up Alma’s first Writing
Center as an English major in the early
1990s, Pennington has made a career teaching others to write. She is a writing professor
and writing center coordinator at Lansing
Community College, and she also uses her
knowledge to advise and connect writing
centers at colleges around the state.
Pennington’s calling grew from the humble beginnings of Alma’s Writing Center.
Researching writing assistance programs as
part of an independent study with English
Professor Carol Bender in 1990, the English
major developed a research proposal for a
composition-based peer-tutoring program at
Alma. Initially designated to assist entry-level English students, the Writing Center had
no permanent location and was held in a
variety of classrooms and study rooms on
campus.
“I’ve been pleased to see that it’s taken off
since then,” says Pennington after recently
visiting Alma’s Writing Center, which is now
located in the lower level of the library.
She admits that upon graduation from Alma,
she “never planned to get involved with writing centers as a career.” After enrolling at
Michigan State University’s graduate school,
she quickly became involved with plans to
develop a new Writing Center at MSU.
“There was no space for the MSU Writing
Center yet, and the budget was still being
cobbled together, but I saw it as an opportunity to get in on the ground floor,” says
Pennington.
Impressed by her work with writing assistance programs at Alma College and MSU,
LCC hired Pennington in 1997 to set up a
writing center on its campus. However, upon
arrival Pennington found that there was no
plan for the facility – no allotted physical
space, no budget, no goals or guidelines.
“Actually, all of that felt pretty familiar,” says
Pennington, referring to her previous experiences. Together with a steering committee, she
spent an entire year laying plans for a writing
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assistance program, which opened in 1998.
While Alma’s Writing Center has grown
considerably since Pennington’s undergraduate years, the College’s English faculty
have agreed that it should be enhanced. At a
planning session in June, Pennington joined
English Professors William Palmer and
Carol Bender as well as visiting instructors
Carrie Cubberley and Ardella Crawford
to discuss ways to improve Alma’s Writing
Center. Topics ranged from developing a
new training course for peer tutors to relocating the facility.
“Alma’s Writing Center is such a good
thing, and it deserves support and visibility,”
says Pennington. The planning committee
also hopes to connect the Writing Center to
Alma’s English Education program, having
students work as writing tutors.
Having taught college writing full time for
10 years, Pennington says, “I like classroom
dynamics, but I love working with students
one-on-one – you can make so much progress even in a short session.”
Her passion for writing led her to found
the Michigan Writing Centers Association,
which addresses the concerns of professional and tutorial staff in writing centers
and writing support programs in Michigan.
Pennington is now chair of the organization,
with duties that include connecting and
consulting writing centers across the state,
helping to plan the organization’s annual
conference, and maintaining the MWCA
Web site.
She is also active in the International Writing Centers Association, having served as its
secretary for the last three years. She has led
two summer institutes for the organization.
Writing centers are a vital resource for many
students, who often neglect to carefully consider assignments before they begin writing.
As Pennington describes, peer tutors are
able to “intervene in the writing process,”
helping fellow students develop composition
skills and “an awareness of how complex
writing is” – knowledge critical for writers
of all skill levels.
— Kelly O’Connor ’05
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Broadcasting, better
		 business and beyond
Sometimes it’s hard to know where your dreams will take
you. That’s what Katie Mitzner ’98 has learned in her whirlwind eight years since graduating from Alma.
Pursuing her ambition to be a television news anchor before
starting a career in public relations, Mitzner has worked in
five cities and four states, relocating most recently to Los Angeles – a locale and lifestyle far from her Mason, Mich., origin.
While the news industry can be difficult to break into,
Mitzner was more resolute than most in pursuing her goal.
Determined to work her way up the broadcasting hierarchy,
she often reported to the newsroom at 3:00 a.m. to prepare
for the day’s broadcasts.
Mitzner’s dream to be in television broadcasting began in
high school and only strengthened during her time at Alma.
A communication major, she gained practical broadcasting
experience through several internships.
After graduation she worked part-time at a CBS affiliate
station in Lansing before becoming a newsroom assistant.
The determined Alma alumna moved on to field reporting,
working at news stations in Lansing, Arkansas and Flint over
the course of six years. Though she admits that working in
the news industry “can be very stressful and chaotic at times,”
Mitzner thrived on the unique demands of broadcasting.

As in Colorado Springs, Mitzner works primarily with the
media in the Los Angeles area, relying heavily on knowledge
and skills she gained in broadcasting. She helps the bureau
represent consumers by taking their stories to the media,
which in turn informs the public. In many ways Mitzner
acts as an intermediary between fraud or scam investigators
and the media. She feels “a sense of accomplishment” when
a message or report she helped develop reaches consumers
through media outlets.
Mitzner says her own Alma experience had a “profound
impact” on her development.
“My Alma experience was the best four years of my life so
far,” she says, reflecting on the academic, social and personal growth she experienced as an undergraduate. Micheal
Vickery was Mitzner’s faculty mentor and “guiding force
at Alma,” while study abroad and Spring Term experiences
opened her eyes to the world.
Reflecting on the influence of her collegiate roots, Mitzner
says, “I am who I am because of my years at Alma.”
— Kelly O’Connor ’05

“News operates on its own schedule,” she says. “It’s a whole
world of its own.”
While she enjoyed broadcasting, after six years in the “crazy,
crazy business,” Mitzner was ready for change.
“I wanted to be more in control of my life,” she says of the
career move. Relocating with her husband, Todd Dagenais, to
Colorado Springs, Mitzner entered the public relations field as
director of communications for the Better Business Bureau of
Southern Colorado. Mitzner enjoyed the flexibility and freedom of her new position, where she was still involved with
the media, but able to operate on a normal schedule.
“I wanted to branch out, to gain a part of my life back,” she
says. “I loved the news, and it was very hard to leave, but I
don’t regret it.”
After a year in Colorado it was time to move again – this
time to Los Angeles. When her husband left an assistant
coaching position with the U.S. Volleyball National Team to
become head assistant volleyball coach at the University of
Southern California, Mitzner took over as director of communications for the Better Business Bureau of the Southland
in Southern California.
8
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Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm and Mitzner ’98

Return to India
a true homecoming
Jim Coe ’98, former India Fellow, had a remarkable return visit to India recently. He realized again
the challenges and rewards inherent in the Alma
India Program.
“At the end of the day, the India Fellowship requires
a person who is willing to live in the tension of two
cultures on a daily basis,” says Coe. “The program
is a test of fortitude and an opportunity for intense
self-examination. Ideally, each student should come
home with more questions than answers and a heart
yearning for justice in the world.”
The Alma India Program is a study abroad venture
that combines service and traditional work. Based in
Ayroor, Kerala, in southern India, students work at
the Mathen Mappilai Memorial (MMM) School and
study with faculty from Mahatma Gandhi University. The Fellows live in a village that is steeped in
ancient heritage and family ties. Students also experience great religious diversity and tolerance.
Coe and Jason Fischer ’99, also a former India
Fellow, recently returned to India with their wives
in August 2005.
“Our return to the village was a true homecoming,” says Coe. “We were welcomed like old friends
and treated like dignitaries.” A major transformation he noticed in the program since 1998 was the
relationship established through Mahatma Gandhi
University. Students are now able to study through
the university rather than only teach at the MMM
school, like Coe and Fischer.

Jason Fletcher ’98 and his wife Elizabeth Schwalm ’98 (center) and Jim Coe
’98 and his wife Julie ’98 (right) returned to India last August. They visited
with Mr. and Mrs. K. C. Cherian (left). Mr. Cherian serves as host and on-sight
coordinator of the Alma India Program while Mrs. Cherian provides warm hospitality and serves as “mother” to Alma students. The sign (below) was inscribed
at the time when former Alma President Alan Stone laid the foundation stone
for the new school building on the MMM School grounds.

Even though the program was challenging, Coe
took the opportunity to learn and grow from the
experience. He is thankful to have been a part of
the program and hopes other students will take the
wonderful opportunity as well.
Coe advises future participants in the program to
stay open to change because even though growth
can be awkward and painful at times, “it is worth it
in the end.”
— Renee Pietila ’08

great scots
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Community bank offers
‘business casual’ approach
Customer service is the key to success in the banking industry,
says Rich Lievense ’75.
Lievense, president and chief executive officer of The Bank of
Holland, makes himself available to customers as much as possible. Having his office
next to the lobby makes it easer for him to
interact with clients on a daily basis.

year they outgrew the bicycle shop and moved into leased
space in downtown Holland. They outgrew this facility
two years later and settled into their current location in

In 1998, Lievense began plans to open a
new bank in Holland. With two daughters approaching college, Lievense quit his
job at another bank in order to develop a
strategic plan, apply for regulatory approval, start raising capital, and implement a
start-up plan. Within seven months he raised
more than $10 million from local investors,
enough to get the bank started.

Holland four years from the beginning of the dream.

A team of nine people set up the bank’s first location in a rented bicycle shop. They all shared the same room and developed
a sense of teamwork still evident in the bank today. Within a

From prior experience in the banking world, Lievense
knew that an emphasis on customer service would make
his business successful.
“Customers need to be on the top of the pyramid,”
says Lievense. “Thoroughly satisfied customers are
likely to return and refer others, making a business
successful.”
As a community bank, an important priority is to make
the customers feel at home. The bank hires friendly and
knowledgeable people. Instead of dressing in business
suits, the employees wear “business casual” to match
more closely what their customers are wearing.
To Lievense, community service is just as important as
customer service. The bank encourages its employees to
become involved in the community. Lievense is actively
involved in the Holland Area Arts Council, the Holland
Hospital and Kandu Industries, an organization that
provides alternative employment for adults with disabilities.
Lievense says The Bank of Holland’s success is due to
“the people who work very hard every day to make the
bank successful. Although I started it, our future lies
with our wonderful people.”
— Renee Pietila ’08
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Growing up with his family’s business, Glenn
Granger ’83 didn’t plan to be a part of the construction game and didn’t really know his career path. A
bit of dabbling directed him to his heart’s true place.
Granger finished his first year at Michigan Technological University but wanted something more. He
transferred to Alma College as a sophomore and
loved the flexibility of classes, football and choir. He
graduated from Alma in 1983.
As an advocate of a liberal arts education, he says, “It’s
great for a person who is not wholeheartedly set on
a certain career path. It gives them a chance to dabble.”
He pursued an engineering degree and worked in
the aerospace industry for a few years in Boston, but
eventually Granger made his way back to Michigan
to raise a family. His exploration of schooling and
career paths ended when he joined his family’s construction business in 1990.
Now as president of Granger Construction in Lansing and co-CEO with his father, Granger enjoys
his leadership roles. He helps set the direction of the
organization and points out where change is needed.
“It’s about problem solving and satisfying needs,”
Granger says.
Granger believes the company embodies many of the
same values as Alma College.
“We’re focused on delivering what we promise, in a
manner that is concerned for everyone’s particular
needs and requirements,” he says. “The Golden Rule
is the benchmark by which we measure our performance in the industry. The company has a culture
that embraces a strong Midwestern work ethic.”
He is proud to be the third generation to work for
the business. “It has brought many benefits to the
family,” he says.
— Renee Pietila ’08
Glenn Granger ‘83 (left) and his father, Alton Granger, are co-CEOs of the
family construction business.
great scots
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Warmbold’s military career:
‘rewarding and worthwhile’
Lt. Col. Richard Warmbold II ’90 manages troops in Iraq while his
wife, Annie Medford, waits for him in Utah.
“The unsung heroes of this war are the folks on the home front
surviving without us and putting their lives on hold until we can
return,” says Warmbold.
Warmbold was engaged during his last deployment two years ago
and was married last spring before shipping out for Iraq. It was
a special ceremony, taking place atop the Deer Valley Ski Resort
where Warmbold and his wife work.
“Marriage has brought stability to my life and strength while away
from home,” he says. “I actually think being over here is harder on
loved ones at home. Not only are they picking up the things the
significant other used to do, but they are wondering and worried
about what we are doing.”
Warmbold has been involved in the Marines since his freshman
year at Alma College when he joined the reserves. He always had
been interested in the military. As a history major, the study of
politics and warfare attracted him to the career.
Upon graduation Warmbold was commissioned on the steps of
Alma’s Dunning Memorial Chapel. He spent four years on active
duty before transitioning back to the reserves in 1994, when he
began working at Disneyland until his move to Utah in 1999. He
found himself back on active duty in 2002 when he was mobilized
for Operation Iraqi Freedom and deployed to the Middle East to
coordinate the air war.
“I may not have the active duty retirement to look forward to in
five years if I had stayed on full time, but the career I have so far
has been very rewarding and worthwhile,” he says.
“I am now working in the Divisions operations section in Iraq, and
will be expanding those duties as the situation develops,” he says

Warmbold ’90 and his wife, Annie, on their wedding day.

regarding the push for Iraqi forces to take control of
their country so that coalition forces can scale back
their involvement. Previously, Warmbold was in
charge of a battalion advisor team of 10 Americans
and 700 Iraqi soldiers before joining the staff to
advise 12 battalions and 10,000 Iraqis.
“I miss the Iraqi battalion and the advisor team
I had been leading, but I’m focused on the new
challenges of helping a division staff take charge
of their own area; a truly historical moment when
that occurs,” states Warmbold.
“Being in a war zone does give you a lot of time
to reflect; family, friends, past events and dreams
of the future all get intertwined. I will say I have
thought back to my times at Alma College and
realize how lucky I was to get the education and
make the friendships that have endured. I just
wish I could get a Sam’s delivered and attend
another MJJ lecture,” he says, referring to Pizza
Sam’s and the late M.J.J. Smith, Reid-Knox Professor Emeritus of History.
Warmbold is scheduled to arrive in the United
States in late February and looks forward to returning to his family and the ski slopes of Utah.

Lt. Col. Richard Warmbold II (center) receives a silver oak
leaf during a promotion ceremony in Baghdad.
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— Renee Pietila ’08
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GRSSK LIFS: A new beginning
Student leaders and College administrators work together
to revitalize Alma’s fraternities and sororities
When Alma College President Saundra Tracy challenged the
campus community last September to commit to a Year of Action in response to the needs of those affected
by Hurricane Katrina, among the first groups
to step up to the plate were the Greeks.

revitalization of the fraternities and sororities on campus. It
may not happen overnight, but new initiatives are now in
place to strengthen the Greeks.
“Because of national trends, it most likely
will never be at the level it was during the
late 1980s and early 1990s, but if we can keep
our chapter membership levels consistent, I
believe we can have a prosperous Greek system,” says Woodman. “The level of enthusiasm for events that the Greeks have put on
this year is promising.”

Alma’s fraternities and sororities raised
more than $1,600 for hurricane relief during
Greek Week. They sponsored a dunk tank,
t-shirt sales, date auction, and bottle and
canned food drives. They pledged to continue to raise money for hurricane relief as
the Greeks’ primary on-going philanthropic
effort for 2005-06.

The positives of Greek membership potentially outnumber the negatives, says Nick
Piccolo, vice president for student life.

Their commitment and fund-raising efforts
demonstrate what is good about fraternities
and sororities.

“Greek organizations meet the need of
belonging to a support group,” says Piccolo.
“Fraternities and sororities can bring leadership to other campus organizations. They
can promote commitment and service. They
can be social outlets in terms of having a
friend to talk to and a place to go. This fouryear marriage between a student and his/
her fraternity or sorority produces lifelong
relationships that are an enduring force long
after students graduate.”

Yet, on many of the nation’s university and
college campuses, negative attitudes and perceptions persist regarding Greek life. College
administrators wonder if Greek organizations
are relevant in 21st century society. Others declare that an “Animal House” mentality, lack
of adequate leadership, and, in extreme cases,
fiscal irresponsibility are leading to the demise
of fraternities and sororities.

Yet, fewer students are choosing to join.

Defenders, however, are critical of perceived
efforts to reduce or shut down Greek organizations. They point to the community service,
philanthropic, leadership development and
social engagement efforts of fraternities and
sororities as critical components of college life.

“There are a number of factors why
membership numbers are down, including
financial,” says Piccolo. “Costs are driven
up because of liability and insurance. Fewer
men are going to college. Too many fraternities struggle with relevance, and negative
perceptions turn some away.

The debate hasn’t escaped Alma College.
While Alma is still home to five fraternities
and five sororities, membership has
steadily declined over the years —
from a recent high of 378 students in
the fall of 2001 to 294 this year. Students and alumni worry that Greek
organizations are on the decline on
campus, or don’t receive the appropriate administrative support.

“In my mind, the key is establishing a clarity of purpose. If you look
at any organization, if it doesn’t
have a clarity of purpose, it will
flounder and not succeed,” he says.
The College is committed to the
success of Greek organizations, says
President Tracy.

Is Greek life at risk at Alma?
No, says Grant Woodman, director
of campus life, an Alma College
alumnus and former fraternity
member. Woodman, charged with
overseeing and strengthening
Greek life at Alma, sees a gradual

The brothers of Sigma Chi organized a dunk tank to raise
funds for victims of Hurricane Katrina.
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“Alma College’s Greek community
has been an important part of campus life for decades,” says Tracy.
“Many alumni report that their
fraternity or sorority membership
was a very significant part of their
Alma experience. A positive Greek
Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 13

experience promotes leadership development, academic achievement, community service and lasting friendships.

tions outside their fraternities and sororities, and establishing
zero-tolerance policies for negative behaviors.

“We are committed to ensuring that the support and structures
necessary for our Greek organizations to succeed and thrive are
in place,” she says.

In addition, the InterFraternity Council is working with the
College to plan and implement a winter recruitment night that
would coincide with the selection of new members. This event
would include, but not be limited to, a formal banquet, motivational speakers, and would take the place of the event formerly
known as Run-Outs.

Woodman and Piccolo have taken the lead to provide oversight
and support for the Greeks at Alma. Their first step was to
make a list of assumptions in which to base future initiatives:
•

Greek life is one of the necessary and vital social outlets
for the students of Alma College.

•

Professional networking is a valuable by-product of
being a member of a Greek organization.

•

Greek organizations are where certain students can find
their niche on campus.

•

Many Greek members are leaders in the campus community as well as their organization.

•

The surrounding community benefits greatly from
philanthropies sponsored by Greek organizations.

“Greek life is a vital part of the social atmosphere of Alma
College,” says Woodman. “A Greek system that is healthy and
promotes positive group and individual values will help the
College enhance its public relations with potential students as
well as help its current students maintain a positive social and
academic atmosphere.”
Woodman’s next initiative was a leadership conference for the
president and executive council members of each fraternity and
sorority. The day-long workshop took place in September.
“The purpose of the workshop was to increase communication, establish goals and a set of core values, provide leadership
training, develop measurable recruitment plans, and build trust
among the student leaders,” says Woodman.
“The workshop went well; we received positive responses to the
evaluations that were sent to the participants after the workshop.
They want to see the workshop as an annual event,” he says.
Workshop topics included how to create an organizational
mission, networking with College and community members,
managing a budget, maintaining a fraternity or sorority house,
and how to effectively recruit members.
Woodman is pursuing other Greek-building initiatives, such as
boosting the quality and consistency of Greek advisors, actively
promoting the positive activities of fraternities and sororities,
encouraging Greeks to fill leadership positions in organiza-

Student leaders say they are encouraged by the revitalization efforts.
“In the past, there has been conflict between fraternities, but now
the presidents of the fraternities are meeting weekly,” says Nick
Dunckle, Lansing senior and president of Sigma Chi. “As a Greek
community, we are coming together more than in the past.”
The main goal of Sigma Chi is “to harbor and develop leaders,”
says Dunckle. “We encourage members to be involved in campus organizations and hold offices in those organizations.”
Dansville senior Meghan Rector never intended to join a sorority when she first came to Alma.
“Initially, I came to know a lot of women in sororities through
the marching band and other organizations,” says Rector, president of the Pan-Hellenic Council and a member of Phi Sigma
Sigma. “I signed up for recruitment in my freshman year just
to see what it was like. I never thought I would actually join a
sorority, but it seemed like the right thing to do.
“I’ve never regretted it,” she says. “I’ve gained incredible experience
working with diverse individuals and organizations, gaining leadership skills and attending national conferences. As a whole, Greek
grade point averages are higher than the rest of the student body.
We have made a choice to make scholarship our primary focus.”
While they admit there will be ups and downs, College administrators believe the groundwork is in place to revitalize a Greek
system that has a strong legacy among Alma alumni.
“I have seen a more positive attitude among the groups and
a willingness to work with College administrators to further
their chapters’ goals as well as the goals of the Greek system,”
says Woodman. “There still are negative perceptions, but the
members of all the groups are working to overcome those
perceptions. They understand that this will not be an overnight
change but a process that will outlast their time at Alma.
“The fraternities and sororities understand that the College
can’t make everything better, that only the Greeks as a group
are able to do that,” he says.
— Mike Silverthorn

The TKE brothers coordinated a pig roast to raise funds and awareness for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Gratiot County.
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Key facts about Greek Life at Alma
Five fraternities			

Five sororities

• Sigma Chi			

• Alpha Gamma Delta

• Sigma Alpha Epsilon		

• Alpha Xi Delta

• Tau Kappa Epsilon		

• Gamma Phi Beta

• Theta Chi			

• Kappa Iota

• Zeta Sigma			

• Phi Sigma Sigma

Campus fraternity members
Fall 2002

Fall 2003

Fall 2004

Greek men

119

94

96

% of total enrollment

21.1

17.5

18.5

Greek women

217

202

198

% of total enrollment

28.9

26.8

26.4

Total Greeks

336

296

294

% of total enrollment

25.5

22.9

23.2

Philanthropic, community and service activities
• Greek Life Blood Drive, annual September event.
• Greek Week funds donated to Hurricane Relief fund
• Sigma Chi: Annual Derby Days charity fund-raising event
• Sigma Alpha Epsilon: Service at Community Cafe, local
soup kitchen

Alma College’s “Only One Alma” marketing campaign this year
included a full-page advertisement featuring Detroit senior Sol Cortez.
The ad ran in January in selected Michigan markets of U.S. News &
World Report, Time, Newsweek and Sports Illustrated. The ad
was designed by Beth Pellerito, publications editor in the Marketing
and Public Relations Office.

• Tau Kappa Epsilon: Big Brothers Big Sisters pig roast
• Theta Chi: Salvation Army, CROP walk, national forest
clean up
• Zeta Sigma: Annual Salvation Army canned food drive
• Alpha Gamma Delta: Diabetes research and treatment
• Alpha Xi Delta: Alma Child Care Center
• Gamma Phi Beta: Big Brothers Big Sisters of Gratiot County
• Kappa Iota: Service at local Women’s Aid Shelter
• Phi Sigma Sigma: National Kidney Foundation
Scholarship
• All fraternity rushes must have an accumulative 2.0 GPA in
order to pledge a fraternity.
• Each pledge program places a great emphasis on scholarship
and required study hours.
• Compulsory class attendance during pledging, with reprimands for violators.
• GPA requirements set by national Greek organizations.
• More than 70 percent of fraternity men complete their college courses, compared to 50 percent of all other students.
Intramural sports
Fraternities serve as the backbone of the intramural sports
program.

David Kohn of Greenville and Tiffany Balducci of Burton
were named Homecoming 2005 King and Queen during
halftime of last October’s homecoming football game.
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Leaders to the core
New Center for Responsible Leadership prepares
students to serve the common good

Recent news headlines reveal a disturbing trend: a prevalence
of irresponsible leadership. The examples are numerous: Enron. Self-focused athletes. Unethical politicians. Companies
on the verge of bankruptcy. Terrorism.
It’s a troubled world. The lines that distinguish right and
wrong are blurred. Unethical behavior is tolerated. Decisions are made that reward personal gain over the common
good. Power is abused.

them understand how good they really are and use their
skills and abilities to be responsible leaders.
“We are committed to preparing graduates who can lead
change, have a sense of ethical purpose and commitment, and
understand the long-term impact of decisions on the health
and well being of organizations and communities. The goals
of the Center perfectly mirror our mission of preparing graduates to serve, lead and be responsible stewards,” she says.

Alma College is proposing a solution: a renewed focus on
the development of not just leaders, but responsible leaders.

The Center, long in planning, began to take shape in earnest
last summer and fall. It will encompass a large network
of core leadership-development opportunities for Alma
Equipping each and every student with the knowledge,
students, including guest speakers, book discussions, leadskills and commitment to be
ers-in-residence, academic
responsible leaders in their
courses with a leadership emcommunities and workplaces
phasis, student-led seminars,
are the goals of Alma’s new
off-campus service trips, and
Center for Responsible Leadfaith-based experiences.
All students will demonstrate in various ways
ership, which will operate

Expected Student Outcomes

under the primary assumption
that every Alma student has
the potential to be a leader.

Funded in part by initial gifts
and grants totaling more than
$1 million, the Center will
provide opportunities for
all students — regardless of
academic major or degree —
to improve their leadership
abilities.

and at differing levels:

1. The ability to use power, authority and
influence for the common good
2. The ability to create change and sustain
organizations or communities
3. 		Effective, long-term stewardship of
resources

Upon graduation, students may
apply for leadership certification based on a four-year record
of participation in leadership
events, community service and
campus organizations.
“We’re not just teaching
students how to be ‘in charge,’
but how to bring about positive change regardless of one’s
position, title or academic
background,” says Ed Lorenz, Reid-Knox Professor of
History and professor of political science, and an interim
co-director of the Center.

“We know that our graduates
4. An established practice and ethic of
face a world of increasingly
service
difficult choices, complex relationships and rapidly chang5. The identification of personal commiting issues,” says Alma College
ments and purpose
President Saundra Tracy.
“More than making people
“The Center for Responsible
smart, we want to focus on
Leadership will ensure that
making future leaders wise
we instill in our students the skills, values, knowledge and
— not merely doing what is necessary to succeed but what
personal discipline necessary to be responsible leaders in
is necessary to do good, to be stewards of their inherited
whatever role they assume after graduation.”
resources,” says Lorenz.
The Center builds on Alma’s existing emphasis on public
service and civic engagement while also addressing the
needs of today’s workplace.
“What better place than Alma to prepare responsible leaders?” says Tracy. “Our students are focused on a liberal arts
education. They are smart and hard-working, though they
often don’t realize the scope of their potential. We can help
16
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Leadership Fellows Program
In addition to the core programs available to all students, the
Center will launch two new programs that focus on advanced leadership training.
Up to 50 Alma students will be accepted annually in a threeyear Leadership Fellows Program through a competitive application process. Participants will attend annual summer in& pipes
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stitutes, including an international experience, that focuses on global leadership
theories, personal skill development and confidence building. Participants, who
can opt for a for-profit or non-profit emphasis, also will participate in monthly
workshops on contemporary leadership issues and complete an internship with
a mentoring experience.
Newly enrolled participants will attend their first institute this summer at
Ghost Ranch, a Presbyterian-affiliated conference center in the mountains of
New Mexico.
“The reason for going to Ghost Ranch is it will sever links to the conventional,”
says Lorenz. “We want to make people think about life — and the high desert in
a multicultural world near both 1,000-year-old pueblos and the center for atomic
bomb making has to make any observer think. What is wise use of resources?
What is permanent? What needs preservation? What needs to change?”
Another component of the Center targets a different audience: high school
juniors. A five-day summer institute for up to 30 high school students will take
place annually on the Alma campus. Participants will develop leadership capabilities through seminars, case studies and recreation.
“Our expectation is that students who participate in these programs will develop
an advanced understanding of responsible leadership in its many forms,” says Ron
Lemmon, interim co-director and assistant professor of business administration.

Gifts, grants to fund Center’s initiatives
Initial funding for the Center includes generous gifts from the Hayden Foundation and Antje and Paul Newhagen, and a $500,000 grant from the Lilly
Endowment Inc.
The Hayden Foundation gift provides support for the Center’s Business Leadership Fellows Program. Don Hayden is an Alma College trustee emeritus and
board chair of Hayco Industries. He and his wife, Agnes, reside in Traverse City.
The gift from the Newhagens funds the Center for Responsible Leadership
Speaker Series for three years. “In our time of accelerating globalization, it is
essential that students are exposed to outstanding leaders who bring a global
perspective to the issue of ethical, responsible leadership,” says Antje Newhagen,
a 1967 graduate, an Alma College trustee and retired director of publications and
communications with Altera Corp. They live in Los Altos Hills, California.
The Lilly Endowment grant will be used to support many of the Center’s core
programs, including off-campus service trips, speakers, course development
and faith-based experiences.
“Responsible leaders must have strong core ethical values and must choose to
commit themselves and their organizations to serving the common good,” says
Carol Gregg, interim co-director. “Many students at Alma find the source of
their ethical values in their religious beliefs. The faith-based components of
the Center for Responsible Leadership will support students of all religious
traditions and faith backgrounds. For some students, this will include an
exploration of leadership in faith-based organizations. For other students, faith
conviction will undergird their leadership in secular organizations.”
The Lilly Endowment’s Theological Exploration of Vocation initiative provides grants to church-related liberal arts colleges and universities to support
programs that encourage students, faculty and staff “to engage in theological
reflection on the purposes and character of their lives and work.”
The College is seeking additional grants and gifts to fund the Center for Responsible Leadership, with a fund-raising goal of $11 million established. For more
information, call Carol Hyble, vice president for advancement, at 1-800-291-1312.
— Mike Silverthorn
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stories

Wanted: Short stories
on responsible leadership in action!
Accents invites alumni to submit short stories or anecdotes on
leadership. Perhaps you witnessed
a parent, teacher, coach, colleague,
neighbor or supervisor — anyone — demonstrate responsible
leadership in such a way that had
an impact on your life — whether
in school, the workplace or community. We’re looking for real-life
stories (not essays on leadership
theories) about people who made a
difference, people who used one’s
influence for the common good,
people who initiated change that
had a positive impact on others.
We will print the best stories in the
Spring 2006 edition of Accents. Submissions must be 300 words or less
and signed. Stories may be submitted by e-mail to Mike Silverthorn,
Accents editor, at: silverthorn@alma.
edu. Please put “Leadership story”
in the subject line. Or stories may
be submitted by mail to: Leadership
stories, Accents magazine, Marketing and Public Relations Office,
Alma College, 614 W. Superior St.
Alma, MI, 48801-1599.
The deadline for receiving stories
for inclusion in the Spring 2006
Accents is March 20, 2006.
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Posey Global Leadership Initiative
to prepare next generation of leaders
A $2.062 million gift to Alma College will provide new
opportunities for students to participate in international
internship, research and leadership experiences.
The gift by Alma College alumni Lee and Sally Posey will
fund the Posey Global Leadership Initiative, which is designed “to cultivate the next generation of global leaders” by
promoting international experiences anywhere in the world
and supporting existing College programs that seek to broaden student understanding of global issues.
Specifically, the Posey Global Leadership Initiative will
• annually fund approximately 15 Posey Global Leadership Fellows. The fellowships will be awarded to
Alma College students to support international study
through non-profit internships, independent research
projects, seminars and conferences, or work related to
global issues.
• provide supplemental support annually for Alma’s
Model United Nations program, which has served as
a foundation for helping develop an appreciation for
global issues. Model UN replicates the real United
Nations in a competitive manner, with teams of college
students debating topics relevant to issues facing the
world community.
“We are deeply appreciative of the Poseys’ generous gift for
the Posey Global Leadership Initiative,” said Alma College
President Saundra Tracy. “The opportunities this gift affords
our students will prepare them well to meet the leadership
needs of our rapidly changing global environment. I have no
doubt that the impact of this gift will far exceed what we can
even imagine through the leaders it helps develop.”
Lee and Sally Posey, residents of Dallas, Texas, are 1956 graduates of Alma College, where they first met as freshmen. Lee
Posey, a graduate of Cass Technical High School in Detroit,
is a past member of the College’s Board of Trustees and was
awarded an honorary doctoral degree from the College in 2004.
Sally Souders Posey, originally from Dearborn, moved to Alma
in her senior year in high school.
The Poseys are frequent donors to their alma mater, having
sponsored more than 90 Alma College students over the past
50 years.
“Lee and Sally Posey are individuals who genuinely care
about Alma College and its students,” said Provost Michael
Selmon. “This very generous gift continues a long pattern

of providing opportunities for students to learn experientially
and gain a greater understanding of their responsibility and
obligation toward others.”
The gift established a $2 million endowment to support the
Posey Global Leadership Initiative. It also provides $62,000 to
fund the initial launch of the initiative in 2006.
Students will be selected as Posey Global Leadership Fellows
based on the merits of their proposals, academic record, prior
experiential opportunities, leadership interest and experience,
and financial need. Student proposals will be judged on the
extent to which the proposed activity would broaden understanding of a specific global issue or organization, provide
hands-on opportunities to apply prior knowledge, and promote the development of leadership skills in a global context.
A longtime successful businessman, Mr. Posey is founder and
Chairman Emeritus of Dallas-based Palm Harbor Homes,
which is a vertically integrated builder of manufactured and
modular housing that markets in 32 states. In addition to his
business activities in Texas, the couple has started a foundation
in Dallas to support at least one public school in every major
Texas city serving minority girls focused on wellness, college
preparatory work and leadership.
— Mike Silverthorn

Lee and Sally Souders Posey ’56 pause in front of the Hood Building on campus last fall to admire a bench Lee bought to surprise Sally. He donated
funds for purchase and installation of the hardwood bench at the place he first met Sally on the way to biology class. The plaque on the bench reads
“In September 1952, Lee Posey ’56 was wowed by Sally Souders ’56 on this very location. She became the love of his life and still is.”
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Return to learn
Alma College joined the Michigan Governor’s Office and other
participating higher education institutions last November in
a statewide campaign inviting Michigan adults to “return to
learn” by either completing or initiating study leading to a
college degree. The following stories feature two adult students
who returned to College in an attempt to open new doors of
economic opportunity.

Making a better life

Returning to college: ‘The smartest thing I’ve ever done’

But she never gave up on her
dream to be a teacher.

The year was 1998. Alma resident Mary Rosalez was 36 years
old, newly divorced, the mother
of five children, and unsure
how to support her family.
“Everybody told me I had to go
back to school,” she says. “I had
done well in high school and
was salutatorian of my class. At
first I thought about going to a
community college.”

The frustrations of balancing
a full-time job with being a
full-time student resulted in
Tracey Roberts Fuller leaving Alma College after only
three semesters.

“There’s nothing more I
would like to do than teach
special education,” says
Fuller, who dropped out of
college in 1998 but returned in 2003. The 27-year-old plans
to graduate in 2006 with a degree in education.

A friend told her to try Alma
College, but Mary had a million excuses.

Marriage, the birth of two babies and a preference to stay at
home with her young children delayed Fuller’s return to college. But she had only to look to her mother, Brenda Roberts,
for inspiration. Brenda, over the course of many years, took
one college course at a time until eventually graduating from
Alma in 1998.

“I told her I couldn’t afford it, Alma was too hard, I didn’t
know how to use a computer, and I hadn’t read much of
anything,” she says. “But she convinced me to get my ACT
scores out of the archives and apply for admission.”

“My mother wanted a college degree to improve her economic situation, to make a better life for her family,” says
Fuller, who directs the Gratiot County Special Olympics
Basketball Program in addition to being a college student.

She not only was accepted at Alma, she qualified for
enough financial aid to cover full tuition. She also received
several local scholarships to cover her books and some
home expenses.

Fuller also is secretary of Alma’s Non-traditional Students
Organization, which serves as a support group for adult
students. The group holds regular meetings and raises
money for a local baby pantry in Alma.

She started taking classes in 1999 with no idea what she
wanted to do. She took English 101 her first semester and
fell in love with it.

“I have no regrets about returning to college,” she says.
“I see more and more non-traditional students who are
focused on finishing up their degree requirements.”

“The approach to literature and writing had changed a lot
since I was in high school,” she says. “It was a lot more fun.

Alma College will help any prospective student create a degree
completion plan. An admissions representative can talk about
the availability of financial aid, how to build on previous
coursework, how to transfer credits from one institution to
another, and how to pursue the degree and career you are most
interested in. Call 1-800-321-ALMA or send an e-mail inquiry
to the Admissions Office at admissions @ alma.edu.

“I had a an absolutely fabulous experience at Alma. The
students were incredibly accepting of me, and I made a
lot of friends. I got involved on campus. There were a few
times when being a single mom was an issue, but I only
missed class twice in four and one-half years. Being a single
mom in college was definitely doable,” she says.
She graduated in 2003 with a major in English and then
went on to Central Michigan University for her master’s
degree. Now she’s back at Alma College, teaching rhetoric
and literature courses and telling others about the benefits
of a college education.

— Mike Silverthorn

“Going back to college was the smartest thing I’ve ever
done,” she says.
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Service trips planned

LaCroix wins Fulbright

Alma College staff members Carol Gregg and Brian Stratton,
both ordained ministers, went to Gulfport, Miss., over holiday
break to lead worship services and be part of a “roof-building
blitz.” During Winter Term break in February, two teams totaling
40-plus students and six staff members are going to Gulfport and
Biloxi, Miss. One team is working through the National Relief
Network. The College’s annual service trips are coordinated and
partially funded through our Discovering Vocation Project at
Alma College. Media Relations Editor Skip Traynor is spending
five days traveling between the Hurricane Relief trips and three
trips in Florida documenting the service as part of a blog on the
College’s Web site.

Alma College graduate
April LaCroix was named a
2005 Canada-U.S. Fulbright
Fellow, a prestigious title
reserved for a select few in
Canada and the United States.
Ms. LaCroix will be examining the feasibility of creating a
Great Lakes hydrocommons
management system while
also completing coursework at
the University of Toronto.
“Lacroix is a very impressive
young scholar, addressing
an issue that is key to Canada-U.S. relations, and,
indeed, critical to our shared
environment,” said Michael
K. Hawes, executive director
of the Foundation for Educational Exchange between
Canada and the United States
of America.
LaCroix, who has a Bachelor’s of Arts degree in economics and environmental policy and sustainability from
Alma College, is the recipient of many scholarships and
honors recognizing both her academic achievements
and her community work. During her undergraduate
studies, LaCroix had the opportunity to travel to New
York, Boston, India, South Africa and Brazil with fellow
students to study comparative urban sustainability. These
experiences solidified her commitment to environmental
sustainability, an approach that she brought back with
her and applied to life at Alma College. She established
a recycling program at the college residence halls and
organized students around promoting environmental
sustainability in the 2004 presidential election.
“We are extremely proud of April’s academic accomplishments, community work and passion for making
a difference and cultivating social change,” said Alma
President Saundra Tracy. “April once stated that at some
schools one can learn how to change the world but at
Alma College she could start doing it while she was here
- and indeed she did. We are pleased that the Fulbright
scholarship allows her to continue what she began at
Alma; she has the drive and abilities to quite literally
affect such change.”
During her stay in Canada, LaCroix will examine the
transnational management systems that determine the
permissibility of water diversion from the Great Lakes
hydrocommons. Utilizing the expertise available to her
at University of Toronto’s Centre for Environment and
Department of Geography, she will explore the policies
and views of a diverse set of Canadian institutions to
determine the effectiveness and potential of management systems in a transnational context. LaCroix will be
working with members of the government, NGO, and
academic communities.

Ryan Smith ’06, TKE President, was awarded the Alma
College Big of the Year Award for 2005 by Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Gratiot and Montcalm counties.

Alma College key facts
Fall 2005 enrollment reached 1,284 students, representing a 1.3
percent increase over 2004. The headcount includes 78 out-ofstate students, 19 international students and 39 transfers.
Alma College students come from 21 states and nine countries.
Sixty-two percent of the entering freshman class was in the top
25 percent of their high school graduating classes.
The College boasts 82 full-time faculty members and a 13-to-1
student/faculty ratio. The average class size is 16 students.
Alma has a 90 percent placement rate into medical school, compared to a national average of 46.6 percent. Ninety-six percent of
Alma’s 2004 graduates entered graduate or professional schools or
found employment in their field within six months of graduation.
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Family
traditions

Knowing
expectations
Drew Barnhart’s senior basketball season is in full swing
six years after sister Mary graduated from Alma following
her own successful four-year basketball career with the Scots.
Drew is making his own way in Maroon and Cream. He is vice
president of Fellowship for Christian Athletes and involved in
the Alma in the World mentoring program. He has medical
school on the horizon after he graduates with a degree in biology in the spring.

While Alma College has undoubtedly changed over the years, one
thing remains the same – there is
a sense of family to the students,
athletes and teams on this campus.
Look at the football team with one
set of twins (Cole and Tyler Thelen); the baseball team with another
set of twins (Pete and Pat Ott) and
brothers Scott and Ray Ribitch;
women’s soccer’s Chelsey Volant,
whose brother Chad was a senior on
the football team; and volleyball’s
All-American Erin Fralick, whose
brother Gavin was a standout on the
football team and graduated in 2003.
On a football Saturday, head coach
Jim Cole’s three children — Scotty,
Jaycee and Taylor — roam the sidelines as they have done for as long
as any of them can remember. It is
like this with most coaches and their
children – game days, winning and
losing are family affairs.
This issue of Accents highlights a
selection of siblings who have called
Alma College home.
— Lindsay Carpenter ’02

His road to Alma, however, took a bit of a detour.
After graduating from West Branch Ogemaw
Heights, Drew headed to Spring Arbor to play
basketball. His sister had just graduated from
Alma and his father, James, a 1975 alumnus of
the College, also played basketball for the Scots.
While Spring Arbor continues to be a worthy
competitor, Drew just couldn’t get comfortable
and turned to Alma College.
He admits that it was the right decision.
Comfort. Respect. Team.
These are the words he uses to
describe his team, teammates and
friends and head coach Ed Kohtala.
Under the direction of Kohtala, Alma
has turned into a legitimate contender that
teams can’t overlook.
Drew was selected by his teammates as captain in
his junior season and again this year. Prior to the
season, Kohtala already looked to Barnhart as a leader
on the floor and beyond practice after he returned to campus bigger and stronger after a productive off-season.
Drew also speaks to the bonds that he has formed with not just teammates but
coaches and friends in his time at Alma.
With medical school looming, a season of basketball in the balance, and the
anticipation of graduation, Drew knows about expectation.
“No one pushes it,” says Drew as he gets ready for a late afternoon practice early
in the season. “Mary really made her mark here, so there has to be expectations.”
What Drew might not realize just yet is the mark he has already left on the
program and his teammates.
— Lindsay Carpenter ’02

highland games
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Sisters Darcie and Erica Philp opened the women’s basketball season last November with double-digit performances. On campus their friends and supporters refer to
them as the “Twin Towers” — for better or worse.
The younger of the two, Erica, came to Alma first. As
a freshman, she was on the volleyball team and then
moved on to the hardwood for the Scots, learning the
ropes of the college game from head coach Charlie
Goffnett. Her sister, Darcie, was an hour away at Ferris
State where she was playing on scholarship for the
Bulldogs.
After a game in 2004, Erica hurried to her dorm room
to listen online to the Internet broadcast of her sister’s
game, but it was already over. She quickly checked the
Ferris Web site for the box score, only to find that Darcie had not played. She called her sister and heard the
frustration immediately.
“I must have said something to her in that conversation
that she should just come and play at Alma,” recalls Erica.
Shortly thereafter, Darcie called her sister and told her she
was working on transferring to Alma so the sisters could
play together again, as they had at Ubly High School.
Last year Darcie joined the team for the second semester,
and her younger sister could not have been happier, both
for herself and for the team.
“She makes everyone around her better; she can see the
floor,” says the younger sister.
They recall growing up and coming to Alma’s basketball
camps where they met Coach Goffnett. Both sisters admit
that was part of the reason they chose Alma was its familiarity and comfort and sense of family.
“I love knowing that she is out there with me,” says
Darcie. “Coming to Alma has been a different kind of
challenge, where academics come far before athletics.”
“I’m the type of person that just wants to see others happy,” says Erica. “And I know that coming to Alma has
done that for Darcie.”
— Lindsay Carpenter ’02
Darcie (top) and Erica (bottom) Philp
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A student. A singer.
An athlete.
He’s protecting the quarterback as some of the nation’s
toughest defenses run at him on a Saturday afternoon
in October.
On a Sunday evening, he’s on stage for an Alma College
chorale concert.
“Typical” does not
describe senior offensive
lineman Brian Weston.
During the week he’s
watching film, heading to
football practice, studying
for a poetry final and
stressing over his stress
management exam.

began the development of relationships that continue today.
His days on the gridiron for the Scots had not yet begun.
Four years later, Brian is set to graduate with a degree in
business administration. Five years after Emily graduated,
Brian will do the same – sister and brother with the same
alma mater but such
different experiences.
Brian spent four years
hitting and getting hit
on the football field,
striving for excellence
and victories, playing
with and for pride.
“I remember being a
freshman yesterday,”
claims Brian. “You
think I’m kidding, but
I remember my first
game – Wheaton, at
home. I was a college
football player. Our
marching band – with
the bagpipes and the
kilts, marching out and
playing. That rush of
excitement from my
first college game sticks
out in my mind now.

A student, a singer, an
athlete – Weston is proud
to be all of these things.
He said once that he
came to Alma because
he won championships
at Gaylord St. Mary’s
High School, and Alma
wins championships. In
fact, Weston helped win
MIAA titles in football
2002 and 2004.
However, there was a
bit more to his decision
to wear Maroon and
Cream than football.
His older sister, Emily,
graduated from Alma
College in 2001, was a member of the choir and Alpha Xi
Delta, but was not an athlete. She told choir director Dr.
Will Nichols, Secrest Professor of Music, that he should
recruit her brother.
“She told me that I should recruit him because he was a
winner – and how he is,” says Nichols.
Emily had graduated before Brian stepped foot on campus
as a freshman, but when he visited his sister and campus
while still in high school, he met students in the choir and

“That, and beating
Hope for the conference title last year,” he
says, laughing.
Emily Weston knew her
brother was a winner four years ago but could not have
known he would leave Alma with two MIAA Championships and a four-year record of 29-13.
Maybe it’s not the winning, the success that Emily had in
mind for her younger brother.
It can only be more.
— Lindsay Carpenter ’02

highland games
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The secret to success:
hard work and dedication
Erin Fralick, the younger sister of two-time allMIAA football player
Gavin Fralick ’03, had
no trouble carving out
her own identity at
Alma College.

leader.

The senior from Petoskey became Alma’s
first-ever American
Volleyball Coaches
Association First Team
All-American after an
outstanding 2005 season.
She also was named the
MIAA’s Most Valuable
Player and ended her
career as Alma’s alltime hitting percentage

Gavin knew better than anyone how quickly the time would
go when Erin transferred to Alma for the 2003 season after a
one-year stint at St. Clair County Community College.
“When she told me about her decision I was a little surprised,” says
Gavin. “She had originally gone to
St. Clair County Community College
in hopes of earning a Division I or
II scholarship. During her semester
there she came up and visited me at
Alma quite a bit, and I think she saw
how much fun I had being around
my teammates, as well as the balance the college placed on athletics,
academics and social life. I think she
realized that Alma was a place where
she could come and have fun playing
volleyball, get a great education, and
still have time to be a normal college
student.”
“I was in Alma just about every
weekend,” says Erin, “so I got to
meet some people through Gavin
and see what the coaches were like.
I liked how the coaches treated the
athletes and how they treated each
other. After watching the success
Gavin had, I knew Alma was the
right place for me.”
In addition to excelling athletically,
both Erin and Gavin were team lead24

ers who led by example.
“In my opinion — and I think that Erin would agree with
me on this — neither one of us has individually impacted
the football or the volleyball programs,” says Gavin. “We
have both been very fortunate to be a part of excellent teams
that have collectively impacted their respective programs.
During my four years I was on teams that won two conference championships, played in Alma’s first playoff game,
and later on, the team that hosted Alma’s first playoff game.
Overall I think that our group had a tremendous impact on
the program and hopefully helped raise the standards and
expectations for the program.
“I think that the groups that Erin played with have had a
similar impact on the volleyball program,” he says. “She was
able to contribute on two of the teams that won four consecutive MIAA titles. That type of dominance is very rare, and
I think it has set the standard that future volleyball teams
will be judged by.”
Gavin calls the four years he played football at Alma as “the
greatest years of my life.”
“When you play football at Alma you truly become a
member of a football family,” he says. “The combination of
success on the field, and the friendships that you can take
with you when you leave the field,
are what make playing football for
Alma College so special.
“After being part of two MIAA
championship teams, I realize how
difficult it is to win one,” continues
Gavin. “I know how much work and
sacrifice goes into it. Seeing my sister
be a part of two championship teams
has been special because I know the
price they paid to achieve their goals,
and I know how thrilling it can be
when all of that hard work pays off.”
Erin advises future Alma athletes
that hard work pays off.
“That’s something I learned from
Gav,” she says. “He used to work
long days of construction during
the summer and then go work out.
There’s no secret to becoming a great
athlete other than hard work and
dedication.”

Fralick ’06, Alma’s first-ever American Volleyball — Lindsay Carpenter ’02
Coaches Association (AVCA) First Team All-American and the MIAA’s most valuable player, was
also selected first team All-MIAA and named to the
AVCA All-Region Team.
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The Smith Alumni Challenge
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Have you been counted in?
What is the Smith Alumni Challenge?

Art ’38 and Carra Jones ’42 Smith made a $1 million gift to their beloved
alma mater to encourage and inspire alumni as never before. Their hope and
dream is that fellow alumni will increase their current giving to new heights of
generosity, and that first-time alumni givers will join the family of donors. The
Challenge has twin goals — to raise $1 million in new or increased gifts over
three years, and to increase the number of alumni who give to the College to
50% (5,000 alumni donors) by fiscal year 2005–06.

Where do gifts go?
Gifts for the Smith Alumni Challenge may be designated to any effort. You may choose to support one or more of the
following: the alma fund, Wright Hall, Hogan Center renovations, endowment growth, scholarships, departments
or programs. Your increased giving, as compared to previous years, will be counted in the Challenge. All new and
increased gifts are counted for three fiscal years, beginning July 2003 and continuing through June 2006.

How many alumni donors are needed to meet the challenge?
The number of alumni who contribute to the College each year is a crucial statistic for Alma and thus, the Smiths chose
to make this a cornerstone of their Challenge. Not only does this number affect Alma’s national rankings, it has enormous
influence when the College applies for corporate or foundation grants. Alma averages 3,500 alumni donors annually. As a
result, an annual increase of 1,500 alumni donors is needed to meet the Challenge of 5,000 alumni donors.

How can I be counted in?
Your gift makes a difference each year, and the Smith Alumni Challenge is counting on us all. If you have not made
a gift to the College during this fiscal year (July 1, 2005 – June 30, 2006), please make your tax-deductible gift today.
Making your gift is easy. Mail (use the post-paid envelope in this issue), click (give online at www.alma.edu) or call
(1-800-291-1312) and join the Smiths in ensuring a bright future for our great Alma College!

Goal: $1 Million in New/Increased Gifts
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$3,504,109

5,000
4,900
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4,800
4,700

$2,000,000

4,600
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$1,000,000

$563,050

Almost
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Goal: 50% (5,000) Alumni Participation
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FY'06 (7/1/0512/31/05)

Total

4,200
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Speaking with an Accent...
Snow covers the ground and it
is down right cold. What else
is new? This is Alma, Michigan, in February. It is the heart
of the basketball and swim
seasons. As a former coach
for 26 years and a player/fan
before and after that, I still get
excited witnessing a buzzer
beating 3-point shot or a bangbang finish to the 400 freestyle
relay. Yet, it is also the time
of year when multitudes of
performing arts students are
busy putting on theatre productions or preparing for choir
tours, band concerts and dance ensembles. Anyone who
thinks winter in general is a slow time with little to do, has
not been on the Alma College campus.
Our students are involved, and they are challenged. They
are challenged in the classroom. They get involved in
many of the campus wide organizations. And, they are
involved and challenged as athletes and performing artists.
By being involved and challenged every day they are becoming successful and paving the way for their future.
Now, how many of you from personal experience can
appreciate what I am saying? A large number I am sure.
Did you know that almost 40 percent of our students participate in intercollegiate athletics and another 33 percent
in the performing arts? Some enjoy both. Combined, that
totals more than 70 percent of the entire student body! It
speaks volumes for the types of programs we have here
at Alma, and to the quality of well-rounded young men
and women that grace our campus. So, when you get the
chance, come see a game or performance, refer a prospective student to a coach or an admissions representative,
and support your College with an annual contribution. By
doing that you will be helping our students to achieve the
type of experiences that so many of us were once grateful
to have as Alma Scots.
So, again… thank you for staying connected, caring and
sharing so much!
Maroon & Cream Forever,
Bob Eldridge ’71, Alumni Director

Stay Connected! If you have recently moved to a new location, had a change in employment and wish to become involved
with the alumni Tartan Club in your region, simply contact the
Alumni Office at 1-800-291-1312 or alumnihouse@alma.edu for
more information.
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“What Alma Means To Me…
Fealty, Loyalty…”
We are still accepting vignettes or stories on your experiences
here at Alma College. The project, initiated by Charles A.
Dana Professor Emeritus of Biology, Dr. Arlan Edgar ’47, will
be a compilation of entries from alumni and friends and made
available in booklet form and/or via the Web site for Homecoming 2006. Please send all correspondence to Alumni Office,
Smith Alumni House, Alma College, 614 W. Superior, Alma,
MI 48801-1599 or e-mail us at alumnihouse@alma.edu.

Alumni Board Members
Brian E. Bartes ’87
Doug B. Brown ’64
Anthony F. Catania ’94
Dana Grant Catania ’95
Virginia Cloutier Blandford ’02
Katharine Mitzner Dagenais ’98
David A. Devine ’90
Mary K. Ecken ’95
Mary L. Ecken ’95
Dr. Silvio P. Fortino ’43
Donald R. Fullenwider ’65
Amy J. Gillard ’81
Emily Shaw Haite ’93
Kelly Klumpp Hon ’99
Mark J. Kelly ’77
George C. Kerr ’72
Joel H. Kimball ’88
Kevin L. Main ’00
Anne E. Marks ’71
Patrick W. McDonough ’85
Dr. Dale A. Nester ’75
Alan K. Otis ’71
Julie E. Pendell ’87
Melissa Cross Peraino ’91
Klotylda Hartshom Phillippi ’64
Carolyn E. Schultz ’84
Daniel C. Scripps ’98
John B. Skinner ’72
Carra Jones Smith ’42
Kevin M. Stanley ’00
Dr. Gary L. Stano ’83
Laurie Balesky Taylor ’78
Sheri H. Tulloch ’95
Janet Todd Webb ’70
Dana L. Weston ’01
Deborah Zannoth ’73
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Plymouth
Traverse City
Royal Oak
Royal Oak
Alma
Hawthorne, CA
Germany
Indianapolis, IN
Midland
Okemos
Birmingham
Petoskey
Chicago, IL
Elwell
Grand Rapids
Farmington
Ottawa, OH
Walled Lake
Saginaw
Evanston, IL
Ithaca
Grand Rapids
Chicago, IL
Grandville
Plymouth
Byron Center
Washington, DC
Mount Pleasant
Alma
Battle Creek
Livonia
Okemos
Lansing
Petoskey
Novi
East Lansing

alumni notes

1950

1939

1951

Bill Bainbridge Jr. ’39 moved to a
retirement area “to be pampered a little.”
He and his wife lived in Lake Quivira, KS,
for 50 years, and Bill was a Captain for
TWA for 35 years.

1941

Bill Frier ’41 and his wife, Bev,
still fly their plane to Florida every winter
to stay for about three months. They are
both in good health and are legal flying on
instruments.

Mary Lou Miller Stewart ’50 and
her husband, Carl, are recovering from
surgeries. Carl is actively drumming for
musicals. She is actively involved in her
educational diagnostic and tutoring practice.
William Riggin ’51 announces the
death of his wife, Shirley, on Jan. 31, 2004.
He had open heart surgery to put in a new
aorta valve in January 2005. He is doing
well and still plays golf, although his “golf
handicap went up with his age.”

1953

Phil Long ’53 and Allene Stolt
Long ’54 have four children and 10
grandchildren. They have lived in Big
Rapids since 1972. Allene was awarded
the 2004 Big Rapids Parks and Recreation
1944 Warren Wille ’44 has temporarily
Board’s Citizen Recognition Award for
returned to work at the Adrian Girls Trainher dedication and work establishing the
ing School. The school was desperately in
operation of Recycle! of Mecosta County.
need of psychiatrists since their previous docShe has been a strong advocate for environtor left to teach at the University of Michigan.
mental improvements and has organized
Warren is a Distinguished Life Fellow of the
programs for Earth Day. A tree will be
American Psychiatrist Association.
planted for her recognition. • Dolores
Peck ’53 still teaches
and is in good health
for being 75 years old.
She celebrates her 50th
Recent Alumni and Tartan Club Events
wedding anniversary
December 8 Blue Water Area Tartan Club - dinner at
this year. • Stuart
the River Crab, St. Clair
Friesema ’53 has news
12 Chicago Tartan Club - Holiday Gathering
about his children. His
at Allen’s Cafe
son, Ed, has become
a film editor in Los
January 19 “Living & Working In… Metro Detroit”
Angeles. His youngest
21 Scottish Celebration, VanDusen Commons
daughter, Ana, had her
first gallery showing of
Upcoming Events
her paintings. Stuart
and his wife, Gracia,
February 4 Scot Appreciation Day Alumni Reunion
went to China this
		 Hogan PE Center
summer. They have
11 Tribute to Dr. MJJ Smith		
been living in Las VeVan Dusen Commons
gas since July 2003 and
21 “Living & Working In…West Michigan”
enjoy their retirement
		 The B.O.B., Grand Rapids
and environment. “If
26 Washington, D.C. Tartan Club - College
any classmates make it
Choir Concert at National Cathedral,
to the area, please give
Reception with President Tracy
us a call. We’re in the
26 Alumni Dinner, Bonita Springs, FL
phone book.”
27 Naples, FL Tartan Club Alumni Luncheon
March

1
1
3
15-16
25
26
28

New York City Tartan Club Choir Concert
Sarasota, FL Tartan Club Alumni Dinner
Choir Concert, Rochester, NY
“Living and Working in... Chicago”
Alumni Reception, San Antonio, TX
Alumni Reception, Houston, TX
Alumni Dinner, Dallas, TX

1954

Letitia Skeen
’54 has been married
50 years and has 16
grandchildren. • John
Neuman ’54 has moved
to Florida after being
a “snowbird” for six
years. He is an active
volunteer for Florida
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hospitals and Good Shepard Hospice.

1955

Richard Burpee ’55 is a retired
USAF Lt. General, CEO of the Oklahoma
City Chamber of Commerce and military
advisor to Oklahoma’s U.S. Senators. •
Bonnie Patterson Amaya ’55 and Alberto
Amaya ’56 celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary in August on a cruise to Alaska
with their sons, Cornell ’79 and Nathan,
and their families. • Carl Kutzner ’55
enjoyed the 50th reunion very much. He
left for Asia in late October for four weeks
to visit Cambodia, Myanmar, Thailand and
Vietnam.

1956

Robert Saxton ’56 has been the
director of the Laingsburg Food Bank since
January 1992.

1957

Joan Bush Marble ’57 and her husband, John, talked for a year about his 50th
class reunion and Homecoming 2005. It was
to be his Golden Thistle year. Sadly, John
passed away Sept. 11 before homecoming.

1958

Richard Moore ’58 and his wife,
Jacqueline, celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary at the Midland Christian
Church in August. A trip to Branson, MO,
was planned for October. • Phyllis Hedberg ’58 is still a children’s librarian. Her
son, Bill, lives in New York City and builds
gyro bionic exercise machines. Her daughter, Heather, is an acupuncturist and rescues
cats. Her son, Chris, is doing research to find
out who he is. • Janet Osborne Stone ’58
retired in 1998 after 40 years at Stockbridge
Community Schools. She travels and works
for service organizations like Lions and
Food Bank. She is a secretary and treasurer
at Good Shepard Mission Church. • Dorothy Drummond Rathje ’58 has been married
to Ken for 48 years. She retired from teaching 10 years ago after teaching for 30 years.
She has four children, 12 grandchildren, and
one great-granddaughter, Naomi Kingry,
born Feb. 18.

1960

Thomas Vaillancour ’60 has been
corresponding with John Osborn ’58 by
mail and telephone since 1994. “John is
a great example of ‘a friend in need is a
friend indeed.’ Those who are too busy to
be friendly are too busy period.”

1962

Nancy Sala ’62 is still with the Indiana 4-H Foundation, now as director of
operations. She took a three-week train trip
to California with her youngest grandchild.
E-mail: nancy@4h.org.

1963

Dave Stoller ’63 and Janet Lincoln
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Stoller ’64. Dave continues a full-time legal
practice in trial law. Janet was appointed
Yavapai County Public Defender in October
2004. She manages the county’s criminal
defender office of 20 lawyers plus support
staff. They have three grandchildren.

1964

Laura Hussen Kracke ’64 has “lived
her life backwards, she’s still on the career
ladder.” She was appointed assistant branch
manager and children’s librarian at the
South Chicago branch of the Chicago Public
Library. Her son, Peter, graduated from
Tufts University in May and is continuing his

graduate work in chemical engineering.

1965

Katherine Bogue Smith ’65 has
been enjoying herself after retiring in 2002
from a fulfilling teaching career. She spent
time with her children, Shannon ’92 and
Katie, and grandchildren. She traveled to
Mexico and New Zealand with alumni
Dennis and Nancy Thompson ’65. She is
involved in her church and community.
“The time to walk, swim, read and garden
is a truly amazing gift.” E-mail: kbsmith@
edzone.net.

1967

Tom Everson ’67 and Vickie
Giesken Everson ’67 retired in 2002 and
2004, respectively, from the Frankenmuth
School District. Tom taught physical
education for 35 years, and Vickie taught
for 34 years at List Elementary School. •
Barbara Henschell ’67 retired from teaching in May 2005 after 38 years. She and her
family moved to Frisco, TX, to be near their
relatives. They enjoy being with family and
grandchildren. • Michael Trout ’67 produced his 15th film and first book this year.

1968

The Rose Peck
Endowed Scholarship
Rose Peck will be retiring from Alma
College in the near future after 45 years
of loyal, dedicated and efficient service.
In honor of her years as mail and printing center manager, Rose has established
an endowed scholarship with rather
unique criteria. As Alma College is one
of the few campuses that still employ
student mail carriers, this scholarship
will provide financial support for
student mailroom assistant/carriers for
generations to come and establish a
perpetual legacy in Rose’s name.
Rose has planted the seed money for
the endowment, which must reach
$10,000 to be fully endowed and active.
If you would like to contribute to the
Rose Peck Endowed Scholarship,
please use the postpaid envelope in this
issue; go online at www.alma.edu; or
call 1-800-291-1312.
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Barbara Nichols Brundage ’68
is still a reading specialist with Gull Lake
Schools. Her husband, Alan Brundage
’70, passed away Dec. 19, 2004, after being
diagnosed with ocular lymphoma in 2002.
The cancer returned in 2004 in the brain.
“This cancer was probably caused by Agent
Orange from Vietnam. Full disability coverage was granted to help the family.”
Marilyn Geissinger Sellers ’68 is still a
full-time neonatal nurse in the newborn
intensive care unit at Yale-New Haven
Hospital. She has no grandchildren, but
rather a “granddog” Rottweiler puppy that
her daughter, Kimberly, and Kimberly’s
husband are raising. Marilyn’s daughter,
Jennifer, is preparing for a February 2006
wedding in Clearwater.

1969

Jay H. Davies ’69 is proud to
announce that his son was accepted into
medical school. His daughter is a junior
majoring in graphic design at Appalachian
State University. • Mary Child ’69 and her
husband celebrated their 22nd wedding
anniversary this fall with a two-week cruise
to the Greek Isles. She teaches at MSU,
consults and works for the Bush Administration. • Stephen Secrest ’69 has been
retired for two years and looks forward to
his wife joining him when she retires from
Walled Lake Western High School in June.

1970

Tim Lutes ’70 married Kathleen,
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a resident of DeLand, FL, in June. They
plan to spend winters in DeLand and
summers in Presque Isle. Daughter, Melissa
’96, announced her pregnancy a week after
his wedding. “Man oh man, are we excited!” • Tom Schumm ’70 enjoys his first
grandchild, Trinity, born Aug. 12, 2004.
He continues to build his financial advising
practice with Ameriprise Financial. He is
active in forming a YMCA in Livingston
County, which includes planning for a
Founders’ Campaign this fall.

1971

Rick Sack ’71 and Cindy Young
Sack ’71 have retired and moved to the
Traverse City area. Cindy retired from
Parchment schools, and Rick spent the last
five years of his career at Western Michigan
University after 22 years with the Upjohn
Co. Rick recently won silver and bronze
medals in race walking at the National Senior Olympics in Pittsburgh and two gold
medals in the same events at the Michigan
Senior Olympics. • Linda Evans ’71 and
Robert Deemie were married July 9, 2005,
in Reston, Virginia. Shirley Dowen Good
’72 was the matron of honor. Robert and
Linda met in 2000 on a commuter bus on
the way to the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office where they both worked, Linda as
a librarian in the USPTO Public Search
Facility. They reside in Reston. • Beverly
Tiedman Brown ’71 announces the marriage of her son, Rob, to Brook Lottridge,
on May 13, 2005. Her son, Derek, is touring
western Michigan with a jazz/bluegrass
band.

1972

Jim Blugerman ’72 calls Georgetown, CO, his home again “and it’s good to
be back in the high country. The trout are
still dumb and the powder is still deep.” •
Connie Van Schelven ’72 hopes this is her
last year of teaching high school English
in Grand Haven after 34 years. • Steve
Wooldridge ’72 sends out best wishes to all
of his classmates. He and his wife live in
Ada and have two grandchildren. Their
five children are all over the country, and
they look forward to visiting them all.
E-mail: swoolmss@aol.com. • Michael
Hughes ’72 and Helen Bendall Hughes
’71 enjoy life in Jakarta. Helen returned to
Michigan in September to spend a week
with her sister, Barbara, who is recovering from a successful kidney transplant.
Although Jakarta was not affected by the
tsunami in 2004, their hearts go out to their
Indonesian friends who were impacted.
The Hughes have excellent contacts for

Calling All Alumni!
Do you have children who are beginning to look at colleges? We want to
make sure your high-school-aged children receive information about Alma
College! To do that, we need the name, address and high school graduation
year for your son or daughter.
We waive the application fee for children of alumni (as well as anyone referred by an alumnus). Additionally, children of alumni receive an Alumni
Scholarship of $1,000 per year for four years. We want to honor our alumni
by helping their children see Alma College for themselves. Whether they’re
positively planning to attend Alma or very unsure about the college decision,
we’d love to have a chance to show them why we love Alma College.
Alma College is the place you remember – a place of real learning – helping
students achieve far more than they ever thought possible. Alma is also a
dynamic organization of new opportunities – a new Honors Program, the
Center for Responsible Leadership, nationally competitive scholars and many
more. Alma is also a place of social gatherings, friendships, professors who
know you, performances, athletics, overseas trips and all the special times.
Your son or daughter may also find Alma to be a wonderful place to spend
four years. Be sure to fill out the attached card (below), drop it in the mail to
us and we’ll take it from there!
Thank you for your many contributions back to your alma mater. As you
refer our next generation of college students, you continue a cycle of opportunity and growth. Sometimes the best assistance you can give high school
students is letting them know that they should look at Alma College. You
show your confidence in them by taking the time to tell them about Alma
and by sending us a referral card.

fund raising as they are part of a project to
build a new school in Banda Ache. E-mail:
hbhughes@mac.com.

1973

R. Scott Bleeks ’73 announces
that Intermet has moved him to its plant in
Jackson, Tenn.

1974

Carol Mitchell ’74 still lives in
New Dehli but has been assigned as the field
director to the Library of Congress’ Islamabad office. She will travel back and forth
to Pakistan’s capital city working with the
staff there to provide books and services to
Congress and academic libraries. Although
there is a tremendous amount of security,
they remain relaxed in the office. Earlier this
year, she trekked the Himalayas and spent
time in Calcutta, Deeg, and Dehli. Lorena is
staying in Madison, WI, this year as a freshman at West High School. Living in the
U.S. is like a foreign country to her. She is
swimming varsity and studying hard. Carol
hopes that students, faculty or alumni come
to visit. E-mail: carol_l_mitchell@yahoo.
com or clmi@loc. gov.

1975

Antonio Sims ’75 is “alive, alert,
healthy, grateful, humble, and in recovery
living a drug- and nicotine-free life.” Still
single, he relocated to California in April
We appreciate the the many alumni who attend prospective student recep2005. Antonio sends his blessings to all
tions, send postcards to prospective students and share your experiences with
American veterans and would love to hear
prospective students in many ways. You make a real difference.
from former classmates and alumni living
in the western Los Angeles area. Address:
Thank you for continuing to share the Alma Experience.
11303 Wilshire Blvd., Building #257, 1st
Sincerely,
Floor, Los Angeles, CA 90073, Phone: (310)
Karen Klumpp ’87							 268-3465. • Dale Nester ’75 and Marion
Vice President for Enrollment
Broadwell Nester ’75 celebrated their 30th
wedding anniversary in May 2005. Dale is
in his 26th year of dental practice in Ithaca.
Kyle ’04, their oldest son, teaches orchesApplication Fee Waiver
tra in the Chippewa Hills School District.
Admissions Office, Alma College
Hazen is a junior at GVSU studying film
614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599
and video, and Hannah is a senior in high
Telephone: 1-800-321-ALMA
school contemplating on becoming a Scot.
This waiver entitles the student to submit an application to Alma College without cost.
Marion has started a very successful AsPlease fill in the information below and submit this waiver with the completed
perger’s Syndrome support group in Graapplication. This fee waiver will become valid once returned, reviewed and signed
tiot County. Dale returns to La Esperanza,
by an Alma representative.
Honduras, in Feb. 2006 for his third dental
mission trip. Best friends, Bob and Sandy
Applicant’s Name: __________________________________________________
Foote, have lead many optical mission trips
Address: __________________________________________________________
to La Esperanza in the past 15 years. • Bob
Signature: _________________________________________________________
Pettijohn ’75 and Carole Gunther Pettijohn
’75 announce the March 2005 birth of their
Fee Waiver Authorization
As a representative of Alma College (alumnus, employee, family member of current
first grandson, Blake. They are delighted
student, donor to the College), please complete the information below:
that they have become grandparents. •
William McCoy ’75 celebrates 20 years of
Your Name: _______________________________________________________
service of The McCoy Co., a consulting
Your Relationship to Alma: ___________________________________________
firm he founded.
Signature: ________________________________________________________
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1976

Kim Wynner-Parry Hardy ’76
and her husband have relocated to Nashville where he is president of Greater
American Country Television Network.
Their daughter, Stephanie, 25, will join
them to work there and complete a second
degree in graphic design. They love Tennessee but miss friends in the northwest. If
there are any alumni there, contact Kim.
E-mail: khardy4717@earthlink.net.

Fond memories spur gift to Alma Choirs

1977

Dale Hutchinson ’77 was promoted in July 2005 to professor of anthropology
at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. He recently finished his third
book manuscript, Tatham Mound and the
Bioarchaeology of European Contact, to be
published by the University Press of Florida. • Larry Birkenmeyer ’77 still works in
the diagnostics division at Abbot Laboratories. He and his wife have a five-year-old
daughter and are moving to their new
home in Glenview, Ill. • James Pierce ’77
has been selected as the newest member of
Sigma Iota Epsilon professional management fraternity for excellence in teaching
and management. He is the city manager
of Huber Heights, OH, and teaches in the
College of Business at Wright State University in Dayton.

1978

Kimberly Johnson Ciurlino ’78
and her husband have two children, Meridith, 14, and Daniel, 11. She is an English
language learner instructional aide and gets
to use Spanish every day. She says she is
very grateful for her entire education from
Alma College. • Todd Crose ’78 and wife,
Vivian, still teach in Morris, IL. Son, Ryan,
21, graduates in May from the U.S. Coast
Guard Academy in New London, Conn.,
and begins his appointment as an officer
for U.S. Coast Guard Homeland Security.
Breanna, 18, is majoring in digital media at
the Institute of Art in Chicago. Brittanie,
17, signed a letter of intent to attend Saint
Xavier University on a full-ride basketball
scholarship and majoring in psychology.
• Carolyn Fisher Lynett ’78 has been busy
with three teenagers. Mike is a freshman
at MSU and loves it. Gordon is a junior,
and Kate is a freshman at Divine Child in
Dearborn. Gordon has been on the golf
team for three years, and Kate plays freshman basketball. Carolyn has been retired
for more than a year.

1979

Scott Larsen ’79 and Martha Baker Larsen ’81 are pleased their son, Erik,
is a sophomore at Alma College. Martha
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Gene Teeter attended Alma College for only one year, but that was enough time to
make an impact on his life.
Encouraged by Eugene Grove, a family friend and music director at Alma College, Teeter enrolled in 1946 and became a member of the a cappella choir. Teeter
remembers touring around the Midwest to churches and high schools, which he
says he “enjoyed very much.”
After one year, Teeter transferred to Northwestern to major in financing, following the advise of his father, a successful banker. Teeter left Alma behind but kept
the memories close to his heart.
Teeter traveled to Alma’s campus in 1993 to sing with the alumni choir and the
students. The College invited Grove, as a guest conductor, to lead the choir in the
singing of the Alma Mater. Teeter later received a CD from the performance, and
he’s been listening to it ever since.
Even though his time at Alma was short, Teeter did not forget how Alma and
the choir touched him. During Homecoming Weekend 2005, Teeter presented a
$15,000 check to the Alma Choirs, a result of his gratitude to the choirs and former
music director Eugene Grove.
Retired for the past 15 years, Teeter keeps busy as a financial advisor and sells corporate gifts in the specialty advertising business.

is a research specialist at the University of
Michigan’s Life Science Institute. • Gary
Thompson ’79 and Sally Halsey Thompson ’81 live in Oxford with two teenaged
daughters, Veronica and Madeline.

1980

Charles Fiebernitz ’80 is the sports
editor for The Mountaineer newspaper in
Waynesville, N.C. and a co-host on the local radio station’s Main Street Sports Show.
Waynesville is located in the heart of the
Smoky Mountains. His son, Michael Bradford, named after Chuck’s TKE fraternity
brothers Brad Boyer ’81 and Mike Boyd ’82,
graduated from Appalachian State University in 2003, where he played football as
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a wide receiver. He lives in Myrtle Beach,
owns his own business and is on the shows
One Tree Hill (WB) and Surface (NBC).
Chuck’s daughter, Christy, graduated from
UNC-Wilmington, is married, lives near
Myrtle Beach and is a third-grade teacher.
Chuck remarried.

1983

Laura Anderson Marten ’83 and
her husband, Brad, still live in Barrington,
IL. She is a stay-at-home mom with three
boys, Lucas, 12, Nick, 8, and Logan, 5. Brad
is a managing director with Korn/Ferry
International in Chicago.

1984

Victoria Stevens ’84 started her
own law practice in 2004 in Phoenix, AZ,

the Law Office of Victoria M. Stevens,
P.L.C. She just ran the San Diego Marathon and raised more than $6,000 for the
American Stroke Association, in honor of
her recovery from a massive stroke in June
2003. “Thanks to alumni who donated to the
American Stroke Association.” • Demetri
“Jim” Zestos ’84 works for the U.S. Department of Justice. • Sharon Jourdan Bitzer
’84 retired in November after 21 years in
the Navy. She returns to Kent City with her
husband, David, and young twins, Riley and
Emily, 2. She will be a computer systems
engineer with Smiths Aerospace in Grand
Rapids. • Christine Cornwell Hesch ’84
and Pat Hesch ’85 are proud their daughter,
Stephanie, is a freshman at Alma College
this year. After graduating from Mason
High with many honors, she begins her
college years pursuing a degree in elementary education. Chris is in her second year of
teaching middle school art, and Pat still is an
arborist assistant at MSU. E-mail: ChrisHesch@juno.com.

1985

Donald Worm ’85 is on the staff
of the Dental Corps Chief at the Navy
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery in Washington D.C. He was promoted to captain in
November 2004.

1986

Karen Dembny Boyd ’86 accepted
the quality coordinator laboratory position
at Genesys Regional Medical Center in
Grand Blanc. In addition to her quality
initiatives performed in the Blood Bank,
she is in charge of quality in the main laboratory. • Heather Ellsworth Ballien ’86 is
the new St. Charles High School principal.
She moved back to the area where she grew
up. Address: 482 Plainfield Ct., Saginaw,
MI 48609; phone: (989) 781-1314; e-mail:
BallienH@STCCS.org. • Colleen Czajka
’86 married Christopher Bruns in November 2004 and lives in Tampa, FL.

1987

Todd Whisler ’87 released a CD
of original music. His third album is called
“To Be a Star.” • Phil Jones ’87 and Joelle
Ayer Jones ’90. Phil works for SAIC in St.
Louis. Joelle stays at home with their three
boys, Duncan, 9, Cade, 6, and Graham, 3.

1988

Katherine Dalbec Dunn ’88 has
moved to Stuttgart, Germany. She used her
French degree to chaperone her daughter’s
trip to Paris. She’s taking German classes
and teaching adult conversational French
classes. • James Stachecki ’88 moved to
New Jersey to do basic research on human
infertility with pioneers in the field after

obtaining his doctorate in physiology. He
has developed a novel method for freezing
human eggs which he patented, and is
currently working other innovations for
human and animal reproduction. He also
is a professional wildlife/nature photographer and travels worldwide to obtain his
images. More information can be obtained
by visiting his Website: www.naturalworldphotos.com. • Jon Asiala ’88 and Heather
Jelley Asiala ’92 live in Traverse City with
their daughters, Hannah, 6, and Siiri, 3. Jon
owns Blue Water Transportation, a nationwide freighter hauler and transportation
intermediary. • Bryan Buckingham ’88
and Chris Comtois Buckingham ’90 enjoy
life with Nicole, 8, Alexandra, 6, Samuel,
3, Faith and Grace, 1. Brian was promoted
to chief financial officer of the Catholic Diocese of Saginaw. Chris celebrated 15 years
with EDS this year. • Mark Jernigan ’88
was elected Roscommon County prosecuting attorney in 2004 for a five-year term.

1989

Gillian Robson Mascis ’89 married
David in October 2004. She works for an
international consulting company in Washington, D.C., and lives in Centreville, VA.
E-mail: gmascis2004@yahoo.com. • Toni
Coral ’89 and Hugh returned in September
from China with their son, Andrew Fa Yi.
• Bronwen Heath ’89 and her husband,
Russ Springsteen, announce the April 10
birth of a son, Oliver. Big sister, Quinn, was
skeptical at first but has since come around.
E-mail: bronwenheath@hotmail.com.

TN. She is a massage therapist while her
husband completes his nephrology fellowship at Vanderbilt. She volunteers at the
Humane Society. “I have begun a quest to
do a half marathon in all 50 states. 46 to
go!”

1992

John Ferguson ’92 and Karen
Ruedinger Ferguson ’89 moved to Traverse
City in 2002 and built a house, which they
general contracted. John has a law practice
in Elk Rapids and East Jordan, and Karen
manages business planning for Northwestern Michigan College in Traverse City.
They have two children, Iain MacArthur,
6, and Lillian Elleanor, 2. E-mail jamferg@
chartermi.net. • Dawn Wilson Allman ’92
married Chris Aug. 27. Missy Schmitz ’94
was in the wedding party. Address: 1367
Sherwood Forest Ct., Waterford, MI 48327.
• Todd Butorac ’92 works for the Gwinnet
County Fugitive Unit in Atlanta, Ga. He
also is on the SWAT Team. “Who would
have guessed?” Address: 5997 Turfway Park
Ct., Sugar Hill, GA 30518; e-mail: todd.
butotrac@gwinett_county.com.

1993

Cindy Carlson Goss ’93 returned

1990

Kelly Chura Singh ’90 and her
husband, Dr. Atul Singh, have moved from
Indiana to Charleston, W.Va. He teaches at
the University of West Virginia’s medical
school. Kelly is taking some time off for the
arrival of their child in October. • Kevin
Miller ’90 was selected in June as one of the
40 Dallas-Fort Worth’s rising stars under
the age of 40 in the business world. E-mail:
Kmiller@texaslending.com. • Kelli
McKinley Koonter ’90 had her third son in
July 2004. She still is a physical therapist for
the RESD in Gratiot County. “I drive by
the campus all of the time bringing back a
ton of great memories!” E-mail K3Koonter@aol.com.

1991

Tim Peraino ’91 and Melissa
Cross Peraino ’91 adopted Noah Nichalos Peraino, born Oct. 18, 2004. Noah has
blessed the entire family with joy and
happiness. • James Chinery ’91 has a new
e-mail address: jchinery@luthersem.edu.
• Ann Mora Ramos ’91 lives in Nashville,
tartan tidbits

Have you included
Alma College in your
estate plans?
If you have or are considering to do
so, contact our Director of Planned
Giving to learn how you can join
the Alma College Heritage Society.
Robert W. Murray 1-800-291-1312
or e-mail Murray@alma.edu.
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Members of the Class of 1955 gathered during homecoming at the President’s House for a reception during their 50th reunion. During their undergraduate years, John Stanley Harker was the
College president. The Tyler Center, Van Dusen Commons, Reid-Knox Administration Building
and the first football stadium at Bahlke Field were built. After they left, tuition was raised 16
percent and faculty salaries increased to $420 per year.
to work last year in Kalamazoo after three
years at home with her three- and sevenyear-old boys. She is the continuing education teacher for Young Families Program
for pregnant and parenting teens. She also
teaches in the ECE program preparing
high school students with young children
for careers. • Erin MacDonald-Demarest ’93 and Jim Demarest ’93 announce
the February 6 birth of a son, Andrew
James, born on Super Bowl Sunday. He
joins big sister Lauren. Hollie Lisac-Cox
’93 is Andrew’s godmother. “Hello to new
Alma students Sarah Reitz ’09 and Laura
McKendry ’09.” • Amy Zuelke Keller ’93
is happy to announce the birth of Carina
Grace Keller. She joins her older brother,
Christopher. Her family and Amy are still
happy in southern Germany. • Kurt Roecker ’93 and his wife, Colleen, welcomed
Caroline Marie into the family on Feb. 10.
She joins big sister, Haley, in the Roecker
clan. “Go Scots!”

1994

Carol Lingl-Theisen ’94 and
Mike announce the Feb. 26, 2005, birth
of their son, Michael Lingl Theisen.
He joins sisters, Sarah, 3, and Katie, 23
months. • Monica Madden Diattara ’94
and her husband, Lim, announce the Sept.
6 birth of their second son, Ousseynou
Taye Diattara. He was welcomed home
by big brother Malik, 20 months. E-mail:
lmdiattara@yahoo.com. • Brad Engel

32

’94 and Jennifer Smith Engel ’95 moved
to South Carolina and love the area. They
spent the summer panning for gold in the
North Carolina mountains, and canoeing
and hiking in the Blue Ridge Mountains.
• Elizabeth Priester ’94 joined the Luther
College faculty as an assistant professor of
German. She previously taught German
at Michigan State University and was a
Fulbright Exchange Teacher from 1997-98.
• Jason Paradowski ’94 and Gwen Downs
Paradowski ’96 announce the Aug. 16 birth
of their son, Wesley. He weighed 10 lbs., 15
ozs. and was 23 inches long, “but is getting
bigger each day. Rory became a big sister
at 22 months so we have our hands full!”
Address: 41131 Croydon Ct., Northville,
MI 48168.

1995

Tony Benjamin ’95 still resides in
Royal Oak and has been the material office
supervisor at GM Flint Truck Assembly
since September 2004. E-mail: fly_tony_benjamin@yahoo.com. • Kristin Bender
Polizzi ’95 teaches dance at Daytona Beach
Community College and recently opened a
dance supply store. URL: www.artandsoles.
net. She and her husband, Joe, reside in New
Smyrna Beach, FL, with their dogs, Rocky
and Bob. E-mail: artandsoles@yahoo.com.

1996

Brian Corrigan ’96 was promoted
to chief felony prosecutor for Criminal District Court #4 in the Dallas County District
Attorney’s Office. He and his wife, Sarah,
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bought a house in Forney, TX. “All the best
to Zeta Sig alums.” bcorrigan@dallascounty.
org. • Marcus Moore ’96 and Becky Shelley
Moore ’96 announce the May 29 birth of a
daughter, Amalia Kathryn, “Molly.” Big
brother Joshua, 2, Mom and Dad are having
a great time as a family of four! Marcus and
Becky teach in the foreign language department at Saginaw Heritage High School. •
Kim Goetz ’96 purchased her first condo
this year at 1127 S. Old Wilke Rd., Unit 406,
Arlington Heights, IL 60005. In 2004, she
became the events coordinator in the Wheaton College advancement office in suburban
Chicago. “I hope all of my Alma friends
are doing well. Feel free to keep in touch.”
E-mail kagoetz74@hotmail.com. • Stephanie Degg Nearman ’96 lives in Midland, is
married and still plays volleyball. “Hi to all
from Alma College!” • Tammy Watson
Nordbeck ’96 and Jason Nordbeck ’97 live in
Livonia. They have two sons, Jackson, 4 1/2
and just started in school, and Brady, 2 1/2.
Jason teaches fourth grade in Plymouth, and
Tammy is a part-time physical therapist in
Dearborn. “Life is good!” • David Opalek
’96 and Judy Marcus Opalek ’97 announce
the June 19 birth of a daughter, Elizabeth
Louise, weighing at birth 6 lbs., 9 oz. Judy
is a post-doc in internal medicine at OSU,
and Dave is employed by JPMorgan Chase.
E-mail: judy.opalek@osumc.edu. • Christian Wiley ’96 lives in Saginaw and teaches
social studies at Merrill Schools.

1997

Jonathan Potter ’97 and his wife,
Amy, announce the April 9 birth of their
son, Isaac Michael. • Tonya Bussema
’97 and her husband, Chris, announce
the March 13 birth of their second child,
Marina Rose. She joins big brother Ethan,
21 months. They moved to a new house in
Forest Hills and are elated to be back in
Michigan. • Heidi Bremer-Koepler ’97
and her husband, Doug, welcomed Bradely
to their family on June 7. He weighed 7
lbs., 5 ozs. and was 21 inches long. • Ryan
Kidd ’97 joined Merit Financial as chief
financial officer responsible for oversight of
the company’s accounting, finance, human
resources and legal business functions.
Kidd joins Merit from Hauser & Associates,
a public accounting firm in Bellevue, WA.
• Misty Daniels Kruse ’97 and Pete Kruse
announce the July 25 arrival of their daughter, Kaylee Marie. She weighed 8 lbs., 7 ozs.
and was 22 inches long. • Andrea Hill
Sutton ’97 and Kurt Sutton ’99 announce
the birth of their child, Ellen Jean. She was

Pictured left to right: Jacquelyn Jorgensen ’08, Nicole Sanford ’07, Emily Shier ’06, Lauren Thompson ’07 and Amanda Weber ’08

Friendraising at Alma
College is a great
campus job! These students
love chatting with our alumni
and learning about the Alma
College of yesteryear. They
also enjoy sharing current
stories and campus happenings.
The
Phonathon
Calling Team works
dilligently for eight weeks to
raise money for the Alma Fund,
which is critical to each facet of the
college’s operations. The team of 20 students makes 8,000 calls over the North
American continent each year. This fall
$139,696 was raised. There were 1,947
firm pledges with 631 considering
a gift and they left 897 machine messages.
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Did
you know that
our callers receive
one quarter for each
pledge they receive? By the
end of the night we often
hear someone say, “Now
I can do my laundry!”

If
you made or
considered a pledge —
THANK YOU! If you hung
up when called, please remember these students don’t intend to
irritate; they are just hoping to chat
and secure your support. So please
answer because we’re proud of our
student callers and we know
you’ll enjoy chatting with
them!
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Christine Washburn Kohn ’75: Homecoming Lassie
In 1974, Christine Washburn Kohn was selected as the class representative for Homecoming Court. She didn’t expect to stand on the field
30 years later to congratulate her son, David Kohn ’06, for the same
honor. Nor did she expect to celebrate with her daughter, Laura, as
homecoming queen of Greenville High School the same weekend.
In 1974 there was no homecoming king or queen
at Alma. Instead, Chris
Washburn filled the role
as Alma College’s Homecoming Lassie. According
to Christine it was, “the age
of feminism and the unisex
movement, so being called
a queen was not viewed as
highly complimentary. You
can well imagine the flack I
took about being the Lassie,
especially from some of my
male friends.”
Instead of a tiara, she received
a stainless steel serving tray
with her unique title engraved on it.
“One difference between 1974
and 2005 was that the name of the Lassie was announced on Friday
night of homecoming weekend,” she recalls. “All of the candidates
were seated in chairs at the top of the library steps facing toward
McIntyre Mall. The student population was all hanging out down on
the mall.”
College officials announced the winner by saying, “And here to
congratulate our 1974 Homecoming Lassie are her parents, Mr. And
Mrs. John M. Washburn.”
“They had called my parents earlier in the week and told them that
I had been selected,” she says. “My parents had to stealthily arrive on
campus Friday afternoon where they were hidden in the inside stairwell of the library. After their names were announced, my parents
escorted me out of the library to congratulate me. What a thrill.”
She enjoyed being involved in the homecoming activities this year
with her son, David.
“Believe me, when my husband [Tom Kohn ’76] and I were standing
down on that field, it was almost more than I could emotionally handle,” she says. “Alma College is an entrenched part of our family.”
David’s selection to the homecoming court was a surprise, he said.
“It was an exciting time, gratifying as a senior,” he said. “I have stayed
fairly low-key here, so I didn’t expect it. Other than being an RA I
don’t have a recognizable group, I just enjoy getting to know people.”
— Renee Pietila ’08
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welcomed home by Madelynne, 4, Kaleb, and Kyra,
both 2. Kurt is an assistant principal at Lee Elementary in Richmond and completed his master’s degree
in April 2005. Andrea continues to stay at home to
care for the children. • Kelsey Tyner Terpstra ’97
married Keith July 9. They teach at Reeths-Puffer
schools and expect their first baby in June. E-mail
kelseytyner@yahoo.com

1998

Jennifer Brenes ’98 and Lenin in February
became the parents of triplets: Andrew, Alejandra
and Anthony. • Katie Mitzner Dagenais ’98 and her
husband, Todd, live in the Los Angeles area. She is
the director of communications with the Better Business Bureau, and Todd is a coach at USC. “If anyone
is ever out on the West Coast, please look us up!”
E-mail: kmitzner@labbb.org; phone: (310) 844-4121.
• Nicole Bartell Fisher ’98. “Hi Friends! I have been
having lots of fun since graduating from school. This
year I celebrate my five-year wedding anniversary
with my hubby, Dan. We have two daughters. Gabrielle Santana was born June 3, 2003, and Amelia Rain
was born August 3. I am a sales rep in the advertising
world. Would like to hear from old friends. Hope
everyone is well. • Tom Glegola ’98 left D.C. to accept a position in Bechtel’s corporate communications
division in San Francisco starting in mid-November.
E-mail: tomglegola4@yahoo.com.

1999

Maya Mackowiak ’99 is moving to Boston
after six years in the Detroit/Ann Arbor area working
as a writer in advertising and marketing. She will be
attending graduate school at Emerson College in the
writing and publishing program and freelance writing
on the side. E-mail maya.mack@gmail.com. • Kim
Scheerer ’99 lives in Key Largo, FL, and teaches kids
about seagrass, mangrove and coral reef ecology.
“Having fun in the sun with a new dog, Puddin’!”
• Meredith Gray Harvey ’99 was married in July,
bought a home and teaches third grade in Hillsdale.
• Greg McQuillan ’99 and Kelly Bennett McQuillan
’98, announce the April 9 birth of their son, Nicholas Jack. E-mail: gregmcquillan@hotmail.com. •
Kelly Bannow Purcell ’99 married Mark Aug. 13 in
Traverse City. Janelle Zmierski ’99 was a bridesmaid
in the ceremony. Kelly and Mark are finishing their
last year of residency in family medicine and internal
medicine at Mount Clemens General Hospital. E-mail:
bannowke@msu.edu. • Randy U’Ren ’99 and Sarah
Hypio U’Ren ’98 announce the April 9 birth of their
first child, Danielle Ruth. Randy is an optometrist in
Suttons Bay, and Sarah works for The Grand Traverse
Bay Watershed Center.

2000

Ben Shoemaker ’00 and Amanda Burnett
Shoemaker ’00 have moved from Lansing to Holt.
Anna will be two years old in two weeks. Address:
4830 Ohchi Ct, Holt, MI 48842. E-mail: shoemakermd@hotmail.com. • Melissa Allen ’00, after three
years in Japan, is finishing her MLIS under a graduate
assistantship at Wayne State. She is a digital manage-

ment intern at the Henry Ford. “I hope to
end up in NY next August with my boyfriend while I decide between an MBA or
a Ph.D. in information science.” • Kristen
Schutt ’00 graduated in August from North
Carolina State University with a master’s degree in special education. She lives in North
Carolina.

2001

Erin Caswell Palmreuter ’01
and Neal Palmreuter ’98 were married
in Escanaba on June 25 with many Alma
grads in the wedding and in attendance
to celebrate. Neal started his third year at
Wayne State Medical School, and Erin is
in her fourth year of dental school. E-mail:
eecasw@hotmail.com. • Ian Kennedy
’01 and his wife, Sarah, six months ago
welcomed son, Charlie, tippping the scales
at 9 lbs., 2 ozs. They live in Kalamazoo
where Sarah is a full-time mom and Ian is
a trust officer for Chemical Bank. E-mail:
irkenn@hotmail.com. • Shaina Hewitt
Squires ’01 married Nicholas in October 2004. After teaching a year in Grand
Rapids Public Schools, she has accepted a
position teaching in England just outside
of London. E-mail: shaina_squires@yahoo.
com. • Melinda Messmer ’01 completed
her master’s degree in communication
from George Mason University in January
2005. She is engaged to Sam. They bought
their first home in Virginia and have been
enjoying all the fun, new home projects.
She’d love to hear from Alma friends.
E-mail: mlm@academic_search.org. •
Susan Vander Putten Tuladziecki ’01 and
Andrew Tuladziecki ’02 married Oct. 1.
Elizabeth Knochel ’02, Amanda Dohm
Lane ’03 and Lisa Velzy ’02 were bridesmaids. Many Alma Scots alumni were in
attendance. Andrew is a manager at CVS
Pharmacy in Chesterfield, and Susan is
the box office manager at Jerome Duncan
Ford Theatre (Freedom Hill) in Sterling
Heights. They live in St. Clair Shores.

2002

Dana Moats ’02 is a special education teacher living in Juneau, AK. She
is completing a master’s program at UAS.
“Juneau is a wonderful place to live, and
I enjoy all the Great Land has to offer!”
E-mail moats1@hotmail.com. • Maggie
Wise ’02 graduated from Winebrenner
Theological Seminary in Findlay, OH, in
August with an M.A. in Theological Studies, emphasis in church leadership and development. She returned to her hometown
Tecumseh ministering in the church where
she was director of Christian education and

Amy Carl ’82 receives the Smith Distinguished Service Award during a homecoming day
ceremony on the porch of the Smith Alumni House. From left: Carra Jones ’42 Smith, Carl
, President Saundra Tracy and Art Smith ’38.

Two College supporters honored during Community Day
Dr. Martha Bamfield ’83 and Dr. William Thiemkey ’75 were honored for their
service to Alma College Oct. 29 during the College’s annual Community Day at
Bahlke Field.
Alma College President Saundra Tracy
presented a plaque of appreciation to
Bamfield, Ithaca dentist and the 200506 Community Fund Drive Chair, at
halftime of the football game. Bamfield coordinated with more than 20
community volunteers to raise money
designated for the alma fund, special
programs, departments, endowment
growth, and building campaigns.
The Athletic Department, represented
by Denny Griffin, athletic training education program director, presented a football signed by the training staff and the team to Thiemkey for his service to the
College and the athletic program as a physician.
Co-owner and a practitioner in the St. Louis
Family Clinic, Thiemkey was influential
in starting the Alma
College Gratiot Area
Physicians and Students (GAPS) program,
designed to introduce
students to the rigors of
medical school and the health care environment. He is the medical director for the
Wilcox Medical Center on campus. As a team physician since 1983, he has treated athletic injuries and conducted athletic physicals prior to the athletic seasons.
Thiemkey is moving to Ashville, N.C. for opportunities in the emergency medicine field.
Every year, Alma College stages Community Day to thank the Gratiot County
community for its support. A picnic and sporting events highlight the day.
tartan tidbits
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youth ministries. • Megan Freeland ’02
completed her doctorate at NYU in August
and accepted a job on the upper west side
in New York City as a physical therapist
for children with special needs. • Andrew
Pomerville ’02 and Rachell Monville ’01.
Andrew is working on his M.Div. from
Princeton Theological Seminary, and
Rachell is beginning graduate work at Rider
University while teaching in Lawrenceville,
NJ. They worked in Denali National Park,
AK, in summer 2005 with Andrew serving
as chaplain for the park. Andrew is student
pastor at a church in Hillsborough, NJ. •
Erin Russell ’02 graduated from Wayne
State University with a master’s in social
work. Shhe is a clinical social worker at
Providence Hospital. She recently bought
a condo in Clawson. E-mail: elrmsw@
hotmail.com. • Caroline Olsson ’02 married
Johan Friberg in Sweden. They expect their
first baby in February.

2003

Alicia Allen ’03 works at Maud
Preston Palenske Memorial Library in St.
Joseph. She is the local history/genealogy
staff member and a teen services assistant.
She hopes to get a master’s in library science
soon. • Steve Slowke ’03 is a general manager of Lippert Components in Middlebury, Ind.

2004

Tim Throm ’04 is transferring
to the University of Michigan Law School
after a year at the University of Wisconsin.
He spent the past summer as a summer
associate with Miller Johnson in Grand
Rapids. • Michelle Monsour ’04 teaches English, speech, forensics and debate
at Chippewa Valley High School in the
Metro Detroit area. • Adam Rose ‘04 and
Autumn Pickhover Rose ’04 were married
June 18. They reside in Washington, D.C.
He works for The Institute of Medicine
at the National Academies, and she works
for Consumers Federation of America. •
Alainna Sarver ’04 accepted a position in
August to teach second grade in Accomack
County, Virginia, on the state’s eastern
shore. “It was a great step for me, to move
so far from friends and family, but worth it
to finally have a job!”

Ernie Sullivan, beloved choir director, dies at 92

Ernest George Sullivan, professor emeritus of music, died Oct. 17, 2005, at his home in
Brutus, Mich.
Sullivan, 92, was a professor of music at Alma College from 1953 to 1979. He was the
conductor of the Alma College A Cappella Choir, taught voice lessons and music classes,
and was the chair of the Music Department.
During Sullivan’s tenure, the A Cappella Choir developed a strong reputation for musical
excellence through the Choir’s many concert tours and radio broadcasts. Two generations
of Alma students sang, studied and traveled with “Uncle Ernie,” and they cherish their
memories of singing with him.
Before Alma, Sullivan organized and directed the chorus of employees of the Chicago
Merchandise Mart. Earning his Ph.D. from Indiana University while directing the Alma
College Choir, he proudly toured the United States, went overseas on a USO tour to Europe, and later directed the Alma College Choir as it toured Romania, Poland and Russia.
After retirement from Alma College, Sullivan began a second career as the Dean of Music
at the Bay View Music Festival and Summer Conservatory of Music in northern Michigan.
He developed a music program that employed 25 professional musicians as performers and
teachers for a student body drawn from the finest music schools in the United States.
Sullivan began his career as a tenor soloist. He immigrated to the United States and
entered the U.S. Army in August of 1942 and became a U.S. citizen while serving. At the
rank of 1st Lieutenant, he was severely wounded in battle, received a Purple Heart and
was discharged from the Army in 1945. Because of his injuries, he changed his career to
music director.
On June 14, 1947, he married his wife of 58 years, Gwendolyn Moreen, in Chicago. He
was a member of the First Presbyterian Church of Harbor Springs, the National Association of Teachers of Singing and enjoyed golf, skiing and gardening.
He is survived by his wife, Gwen; three children, Clare (Perry Nelson) Sullivan of Lake
Bluff, Ill.; Ann Sullivan of Brooklyn, N.Y.; and Kirk (Amy) Sullivan of Vienna, Va.;
three grandchildren, Maureen, Kyle and Colin Sullivan; niece, Margaret (the Rev. Chris)
Miller, of Toronto; nephew, Harold (Barbara) Lane, of Toronto; cousin, Marge Griffin,
of Toronto; sister-in-law, Phyllis Kapp, of Rockford, Mich.; sister-in-law, Emma Lane,
of Toronto; a brother-in-law, Kenneth Moreen, of Lombard, Ill.; and many other loving
cousins, nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents and two sisters, Emma Austin and Clara Lane.
The family requests memorial donations be made to the Ernest G. Sullivan Vocal Music
Endowed Scholarship at Alma College.
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in memoriam

Kent Kirby:
Prolific artist, founder
of Light-print Press
Kent Kirby, an Alma College faculty member from 1962 until his retirement in 1990
as chair of the Art and Design Department,
was a prolific and talented artist who served
as a mentor to many artists of considerable
talent, many of whom become established
and well known in the art world.
The Charles A. Dana Professor Emeritus
of Art and Design, Kirby died June 7, 2005,
at Gratiot Community Hospital in Alma
after a long illness.
During his time at Alma, Kirby established
the degree programs and the plan for the
Clack Art Center. He also founded the
Alma College Statewide Print Competition, a premier juried print show open to
Michigan artists and showcasing some of
the finest talent in the state. As a memorial
to him, the College renamed the top award
in the competition the Kent Kirby Memorial Purchase Award.
His gentle, fun-loving nature combined
with his love and knowledge of art was a
tremendous attraction to potential students.
Printmaker Michael Barnes ’91, associate
professor in the Northern Illinois University School of Art, feels Kirby was responsible for guiding him to pursue a career in art
and teaching.
“One moment I have always recalled clearly was when Kent walked past the printmaking studio one morning while I was
working on a silkscreen project,” recalls
Barnes. “He looked in and said something
to the effect of ‘I hate to tell you this, but I
think you are destined to be a printmaker.’
Together with Kent’s influence as a teacher
and an exemplary role model through
his career as an internationally renowned
print/photo artist, he inspired me to further
my studies at the graduate level and always
strive to push myself as an artist.”

says. “Kent was consistently thoughtful
throughout my three years of study. He
followed through on really mentoring and
challenging me as an artist. He and Ed
Jacomo encouraged all of our little band of
art majors to perform to our best abilities,
granted us skills to begin the journey, and
sent us off with an abiding passion for art
making. Even while working late nights
and entering critique sessions we had a lot
of fun, something not to be underestimated
as I came to appreciate much more later
on.”

Mrs. Kathryn “Kay” Boyd Taylor ’30 of
Carmichael, California, died November
22, 2005 at age 96. Among her survivors
are her daughter and son-in-law, K. Ann
Taylor-Aitken ’62 and Arthur T. Aitken ’63.
She was predeceased by her husband, Joseph
A. Taylor ’31; her brothers, George Boyd
’27 and William Boyd ’34; and by a cousin,
John Erskine ’27. Mrs. Taylor was a retired
teacher and a member of the Alma College
Heritage Society who planned for Alma
through her life income gifts. She and her
husband provided the golden thistle pins for
the fiftieth year class members and established an endowed fund to continue their
existence for future golden thistle members.
Mr. Dale R. Dickinson ’31 of Alma died
June 25, 2005. Mr. Dickinson retired from
the State of Michigan in 1979; he also had
been a Naval officer in WWII in all theaters
of war.

In 1974, assisted by grants from the National Endowment for the Arts and the Michigan Council for the Arts, Kirby founded
Light-print Press, “a private fine art press
to print, publish and research the collotype
printing process.” The press continues to
serve as a resource for a small but international community of photographers and
printmakers.

Mrs. Margaret Wellwood Duerr ’34, formerly of Flint and Charlevoix, died July 26,
2005, in Kalamazoo at age 93. Mrs. Duerr
was a leader of many community organizations and an accomplished librarian and
book promoter in the Charlevoix Public
Library. She was also dedicated to world
peace and served in several national and
local peace advocacy groups.

In addition to printing his own and other’s
works, he compiled the results of his
research in a book, “Studio Collotype: Continuous Tone Printing for the Printmaker
and Photographer” (Heliochrome Press,
Dalton, Mass., 1988). In 1988, he assisted
Helena Wright, curator of graphic arts, in
curating ”Imperishable Beauty,” the first
historical survey of collotype printing by a
major American museum at the National
Museum of American History, Washington, D.C.

Mrs. Elizabeth Willits Fuller ’34, formerly
of Croswell and Dearborn, died October 4,
2005, in Frankenmuth. Mrs. Fuller was a
retired teacher; she and her husband, Adrian, traveled extensively to many countries.
Memorials have been designated for Alma
College scholarships.

Governor George Romney appointed Kirby
to the first Michigan Council for the Arts,
and he served 20 years on various panels
and committees of the organization. He
frequently juried exhibitions and presented
workshops and lectures around the country.

Contemporary artist Lynda Lowe ’75 received a warm reception from Kirby when
she was considering transferring from a
large state university because she was disappointed in the lack of personal attention.

Since 1960, his work was shown in more
than 150 juried and invitational exhibitions,
and he won numerous awards. His art is
included in the permanent collections of
major museums and private collections,
most notably the Detroit Institute of Art,
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Chicago Art Institute and the British Museum.

“This seemingly insignificant little Kent
Kirby encounter ended up having a huge
impact on my life’s direction,” Lowe

Memorial contributions may be made to the
Alma College Statewide Print Competition
or the Seville Township Library.
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Ms. Madeline S. Davis ’37 of Birmingham
died June 11, 2005, at age 89. Among her
survivors is her sister, Margaret Davis
Handren ’45. She was predeceased by her
brother Don E. Davis ’35 in 1986. Ms. Davis
was a retired teacher for the U.S. Air Force
School System. She supported the Don E.
Davis Endowed Scholarship, which assists
music students at Alma.
Mrs. Vivian Harwood Leslie ’37, formerly
of Reed City, died May 13, 2005, in Ellicott
City, Maryland. Mrs. Leslie was a retired
teacher from the Reed City Public Schools.
Mrs. Marjorie Haley Dewar ’42, formerly of
Ithaca and Midland, died August 30, 2005,
in Bay City. Mrs. Dewar was the secretary
at Blessed Sacrament School in Midland for
25 years.
Mrs. Janis Freiermuth Lindley-Wilkins ’43,
formerly of Jackson and Munith, died June
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18, 2005, in Chelsea at age 86. She was a retired registered nurse. Among her survivors
are her son and daughter-in-law, Donald ’69
and Shirley Ford ’69 Lindley. She was predeceased in death by her daughter, Marcia
Lindley ’67 in 1975 and by her first husband,
Bruce C. Lindley ’42 in 1966.
Rev. Frank L. Perry ’47, formerly of Louisville, Kentucky, died September 11, 2005,
in Waynesboro, Georgia. He was a retired
Methodist minister.
Mr. Frank I. Wilson ’50 of Clawson died
September 8, 2005, in Royal Oak. Among
his survivors are his wife, Shirley Dittmar
Wilson ’49; his sons, Craig D. Wilson ’75,
Keith D. Wilson ’75, Kevin E. Wilson ’78;
and his sister, Nettie Smith ’46. Mr. Wilson
retired in 1990 from Rochester Manufacturing where he was a purchasing agent. As
Mr. Wilson believed highly in promoting a
college education for young people, memorials are designated to the Robins Scholarship at Alma College to assist students.
Mr. Richard E. Wing ’50, formerly of Perry
and Mt. Pleasant, died October 17, 2005,
in Gold Canyon, Arizona. Mr. Wing was
retired from Dow Chemical Company
in Midland where he served as analytical
chemist and developed new uses for chemicals.
Mrs. Lois Preston Watson ’51 of Metamora
died September 11, 2005. She was predeceased by her husband, Mr. Park L. Watson
’51 of Metamora, who died in November
2000. Mrs. Watson was a retired elementary
teacher in Waterford. Mr. Watson was a
retired insurance executive.
Mr. Donald Cadger ’52 of Clawson died
February 11, 2005.
Mr. Nelson W. Ray, Jr. ’53 of Ardmore,
Pennsylvania, died September 16, 2005. Mr.
Ray was a retired electronic data processor.
Ms. Leontine Netzorg Wallace ’53, formerly
of Alma, died November 1, 2005, in Lansing. Ms. Wallace was a talented freelance
and portrait artist. She served as interim curator of Saginaw Art Museum, hosted a TV
arts program, and was a fine arts instructor
at Northwood University, Delta College and
Midland Center for the Arts.
Mr. Ian G. Frost ’55, formerly of Detroit
and Lake Orion, died August 29, 2005, in
Traverse City. Among his survivors is his
wife, Ruth Gilmore Frost ’56. Mr. Frost was
a retired teacher from the Warren Schools;
he taught science and coached sports. In
1997 he was inducted into the High School
Tennis Coaches Hall of Fame in Midland.
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Mr. John A. Marble ’55 of East Lansing died
September 11, 2005. Among his survivors is
his wife, Joan Bush Marble ’57. Mr. Marble
was an insurance agent, partner and CEO
with Total Insurance Group and financial officer of Total Financial Group. He formerly
was CEO of Lansing Automakers Federal
Credit Union and previously involved with
credit unions in the Detroit area.
Mr. Robert Lord “Army” Armistead ’56 of
Livonia died July 6, 2005. He was director of
marketing at AB Engineering in Southfield.
Dr. Hugh P. Davies ’56 of Milford died
September 2, 2005. Among his survivors is
his wife, Alice Welsh Davies ’54. Dr. Davies
was a retired assistant superintendent of
Walled Lake Schools, devoting 38 years as
an educator and administrator, specializing
in speech and theater. He and Mrs. Davies
are Heritage Society members and have
included Alma College in their estate plans.
Memorials have been designated to Alma
College for the newly established Hugh P.
Davies Endowed Scholarship to assist students from Walled Lake High School who
are pursuing careers in education or theater.

was on the 1962 homecoming court and was
the Campus Day Queen. She also sang in
the choir.
Mr. David C. Wallgren ’64 of Crystal died
May 1, 2005. He was a retired field supervisor for the Michigan Department of Public
Health. Among his survivors is his daughter, Heather Wallgren Garcia ’92. Memorials are designated for the Alma College
Kiltie Band or Choir.
Mr. Thomas Smith ’67 of Laingsburg died
October 1, 2005. Mr. Smith was a journeyman pipe fitter and also worked as a plumbing wholesaler.
Mrs. Cymbrie Pratt Trepczynski ’67 of
Farmington Hills died April 18, 2005. Mrs.
Trepczynski was a piper while at Alma
College.
Mrs. Judy Reese Brook ’68 of Overland
Park, Kansas, died October 15, 2004.
Mr. Morris O’Brien ’69 of Jackson died January
2, 2003. Mr. O’Brien was a retired engineer.

Mrs. Susan Bryson Varney ’58 of Frankenmuth died August 23, 2005. Among her survivors are her husband, T. William Varney
’56, and her daughters, Cynthia Varney May
’82 and Jennifer Varney Thompson ’83. Mrs.
Varney was a retired pre-school teacher.

Mr. Charles E. Adams ’70 of Cleveland, Ohio,
died October 2, 2005, at age 58. Mr. Adams
chaired the Cleveland Planning Commission’s
Design Review Committee for the last 12 years,
regulating architectural design in the city. He
also was president and CEO of “The Outside
In,” a Beachwood landscape architectural
firm that he founded in the late 1980s. In 1994,
Adams was inducted into the Ohio Assembly of
Councils Hall of Fame for his contributions to
the minority business community.

Dr. Edwin L. Rawn ’61, formerly of Alma,
died May 5, 2005, in Parkville, Missouri. Dr.
Rawn was associate professor of education
at Park College in Parkville. Among his
survivors is his sister, Mary Rawn ’92.

Mr. Alan W. Brundage ’70 of Richland,
Michigan, died December 19, 2004. Among
his survivors is his wife, Barbara Nichols
Brundage ’68. He owned Brundage Plumbing
and Heating in Kalamazoo.

Mr. Daniel G. Reish ’61 of Flint died September 6, 2002.

Mrs. Jeanne Werther McConnell ’71 of Kentwood died June 20, 2005. She was predeceased
by a brother, John Werther ’73, in 1982.

Mr. Robert Rudesill ’56 of Grand Rapids
died February 11, 2005. Among his survivors is his wife, Suzanne Miller Rudesill ’55.

Mrs. Anita Armstead Sample ’61, formerly of
Cadillac and Bloomington, Minnesota, died
March 5, 2005, in Traverse City.
Mr. Kenneth J. Cook ’62 of Lansing died
April 9, 2005.
Mrs. Linda White Rowland ’63 of Bad
Axe died September 17, 2005. Among her
survivors are her husband, John M. Rowland ’62, her son David Rowland ’90 and
her daughter Sara Rowland Vogel ’90. Mrs.
Rowland was a retired English teacher at
Bad Axe High School and was co-director
of the drama department at Bad Axe Public
Schools at the time of her passing. She was
the first woman chair of the Huron Medical
Center Board of Directors. At Alma, Linda
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Mrs. Susan Keever Mihalik ’71 of Northville
died in her home September 9, 2005, after a
five-and-one-half-year battle with melanoma cancer. She is survived by her husband,
Steve, and their three sons, Daniel, Jeffery
and Scott. Memorials are designated for
Alma College.
Ms. Marilyn H. Shaw ’74 of Charlotte died
July 6, 2005, in Lansing. She was vice president
of Eaton Community Hospice Board of Directors. Ms. Shaw remembered Alma College in
her estate plans.
Mr. James R. Jenner ’82 of Vicksburg died
April 2, 2001.

Mr. Sean Michael Lynott ’95, formerly of
Wakefield, died August 23, 2005, in Iron
Mountain at age 32. Among his survivors is
his brother, Timothy G. Lynott ’98. Sean was
a Sigma Chi Fraternity member and a U.S.
Marine Corps veteran.
Mr. Brock A. Kremer ’00 of Anchorage,
Alaska, died December 4, 2005, at the
University of Washington Medical Center
in Seattle, Washington, waiting for a heart
transplant. He was predeceased by his close
college friend, Eric Didocha ’00 in 2004.
Mr. Daniel J. Ewing ’01, formerly from
Farmington Hills, died July 9, 2005, in
Chicago, Illinois. Among his survivors is his
fiancée, Jennifer Ballinger ’02.
Ms. Miriam Bellville, professor emeritus of
music, died August 15, 2005, in Redlands,
California. She had formerly lived in Alma
and in Galion, Ohio. Ms. Bellville provided
for Alma College in her will and trust.
Mrs. Mary Jane Wilcox Hood, generous
supporter from Naples, Florida, died June
2, 2005. Among her survivors is her husband, Hon. William F. Hood ’37. Judge and
Mrs. Hood have provided for Alma College
through their life income gifts.
Dr. Irene C. Linder, professor emeritus of
sociology 1958-81 at Alma College, died November 16, 2005 in Raymore, Missouri. Dr.
Linder was a member of the Alma College

Heritage Society and provided for Alma
in her estate plans. The Linder Sociology
Award was implemented in her honor by
colleagues in 1980 to assist outstanding students in sociology and social work.
Mrs. Brenda Molina, friend and instructor in
the Exercise and Health Science Department,
died July 21, 2005. Among her survivors is
her husband, Dr. Robert Molina, associate
professor in the mathematics and computer
science department at Alma College.
Mrs. Lila G. Moss, friend and supporter,
formerly from Alma, died June 29, 2005, in
Oakley. Among her survivors are her son and
daughter-in-law, Bruce Moss ’74 and Jennifer
Thebo ’75. Memorials have been designated to
establish the Lila G. Moss Vocal Music Award
at Alma College.

Mr. Lewis P. Thomas, generous supporter
of Alma College, died October 18, 2005, in
Muskegon. He and Mrs. Thomas established the Susan Thomas Endowed Scholarship for pre-medical students in memory of
their daughter.
Mr. David D. Williams, Alma College
Trustee 1972-80, Trustee Emeritus 1985 to
2005, died June 4, 2005, in Grosse Pointe.
Mr. Williams was a retired executive vice
president of NBD Bank; he resided in
Stuart, Florida, in the winter. Mr. Williams provided for Alma College in his
estate plans.

Mr. Claude J. “Sam” Roberts, generous
supporter of the Alma College Library, died
October 19, 2005, in Alma. Mr. Roberts
resided in Ithaca and supported the College
in memory of his late wife, Mabel Dilts Roberts, an Ithaca teacher.
Mr. John Sieting, friend and retired Alma
College maintenance employee for 35 years,
died July 9, 2005, in Riverdale.
Dr. Vernon A. Stenger, generous supporter,
died June 21, 2005, in Midland. Among his
survivors is his son, David Stenger ’70. Dr.
Stenger was employed at Dow Chemical
Company in Midland.

Let Us Hear From You!
Alma Accents and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days. Please use this form to send your news about
promotions, honors, appointments, graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old Alma College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos.
If you would like former classmates to contact you, include your contact information. The content of Alumni News is the responsibility of the editor.
Name: ____________________________________________ Class Year: _________ Maiden Name: ____________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________ Telephone: _______________________
City: ____________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ E-mail: __________________________
Please include my: ___ Address

___ Phone

___E-mail

Alumni notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________		
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Return to: Alumni Relations Director, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599

Alumni notes can also be submitted online at <www.alma.edu/people/alumni/notes>
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