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he yearlong celebration of Alma College’s
125th anniversary continues this fall as we
welcome back alumni for our homecoming celebration Oct. 14-16. It is an exciting time to
be part of the Alma College family and to meet and
greet so many alumni who cherish their College
experience. I hope you will have the opportunity
to return to Alma and participate in many of the
activities that are being planned.
As we consider our history, I am reminded that
we have much to be thankful for. We live in a
country where opportunity abounds, and higher
education is one of the greatest privileges our citizens receive. But, at the national level, there has
been some interesting discussion about the true
value of that privilege.
You may have read with interest, as I have, the
articles in the media about the value of a college
education. The debate centers around whether
the expense to attend college, factoring in the rise
in student loans, is an investment that will yield
positive results for the student later in life. A recent
article in the New York Times effectively makes the
case that the benefits far outweigh the costs. Today,
full-time workers with a bachelor’s degree make 83
percent more than those who have only completed
high school. They are also much less likely to be
unemployed, even in today’s tight employment
market.
While this debate focuses on the financial returns,
at Alma, we emphasize other perhaps less tangible
benefits of becoming an educated citizen such as
the excitement of lifelong learning, appreciation for
the fine arts, awareness of the needs of others, and
the joy of service. Our faculty and staff are committed to making the experience at Alma the very
best it can be, where the benefits to our graduates
— both tangible and intangible — are undeniable.

President Abernathy can be reached in several ways:
Type: abernathyj@alma.edu
Message: facebook.com/almapresident
Tweet: twitter.com/jeffabernathy
Click: www.alma.edu/about/offices/president
Ring: (989) 463-7146
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The examples of alumni achievement
are many:
> Joanne Finnorn ’85, vice president
of subscriber services for OnStar in
Detroit, recalls enrolling in a German
course on the advice of her faculty advisor. Little did she know at the time that
she would spend nine years in Germanspeaking countries negotiating, in German, contracts for General Motors.
> Kim Taylor ’83, president of the Chicago Mercantile Exchange Clearinghouse, credits her Alma experience
for acquiring the skills to thrive in the
fast-paced financial services industry.
> Jessica Karbowski ’04 faced the choice
of a lifetime when she graduated from
Alma: she was accepted at the law
schools at Yale, Stanford and Harvard.
She chose Yale, and today she works in
the Office of the Legal Adviser, U.S. Department of State, in Washington, D.C.
> James Goodrich ’70, managing
director for Northwestern Mutual in
Mount Pleasant, offers career and internship opportunities to our students.
He credits former faculty mentors
George Gazmararian and Joe Walser
as great role models.
> Bert ’61 and Jeane Cook Dugan ’64,
now retired after very successful
professional careers, are always quick
to volunteer when Alma students are
around. Their message: the importance of the Alma family and the
efforts of Alma alumni to initiate
positive change in the world.
These and many other alumni are profiled in this issue of Accents. Their impact
on the world gives me hope that our
mission at Alma College remains strong,
purposeful and relevant. As we celebrate
our history, we also look forward with
anticipation to the next 125 years.
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mission
Alma College’s mission is to
prepare graduates who think
critically, serve generously, lead
purposefully and live responsibly
as stewards of the world they
bequeath to future generations.
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Voice of the customer
OnStar executive Joanne Finnorn ’85 credits M.J.J. Smith for setting her on a path to success. “He was so inspirational. If you were willing to put the time in, he was willing to support you,” says Finnorn, the 2011 recipient of the
Distinguished Alumni Award.

Finding meaning in Kenya
Rachel Blackhurst’s interest in becoming a humanitarian was reaffirmed in the unlikeliest of places: a billboard that
stated, ‘If not you, who?’ The 2010 graduate found her passion in Kenya, where she assists displaced families in need.
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Homecoming grand marshal: Charlie Gray
Charlie Gray may have retired in 1993 after 28 years as a teacher, coach and athletic director, but his presence, influence and enthusiasm remain as strong as ever. “He is a walking archive,” says Athletic Director John Leister.

Native to this place
Alumni Bert ’61 and Jeane ’64 Dugan look forward to their frequent interactions with Alma College students at Ghost
Ranch, New Mexico, where they share a message of hope and inspiration in a beautiful yet complex environment.

Spring Term roundup: Scotland, human rights, nutrition and China
At Alma, students have the opportunity to travel beyond the walls of campus for a full immersion in their
studies. Last May, faculty members Liping Bu, Britt Cartrite, Ed Lorenz and Maurie Luetkemeier led some
amazing global adventures.

A familiar face returns to the Hogan Center
Alma Athletics introduces Sam Hargraves as men’s basketball coach; a new football and lacrosse turf with
maroon end zones; and a renovated softball field at Scots Park.

POINTS OF PRIDE
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is published in October, February
and June for alumni, parents, students and other
friends of Alma College. Send comments to Mike
Silverthorn, Accents editor, Alma College, 614
W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599, or e-mail:
silverthorn@alma.edu.

This issue we are celebrating some
points of pride! If you have one that
we missed, we invite you to post it
on our facebook wall. You can visit
us at facebook.com/almacollege.

@ alumni.alma.edu/accents
www.alma.edu
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campus news

THE ALMA
EXPERIENCE

G E T O U T Alma College
first-year students can choose
to “go green” through the Get
Out Bike Program, designed
to reduce the College’s carbon
impact. By signing a pledge
not to bring a car to campus,
participants in the Get Out Bike
Program receive a bike to keep
POSEY The Posey Global
at a discounted rate. Downtown
Leadership Scholarship provides businesses are easily accessible
opportunities for Alma students to student cyclists. Campus also
to travel anywhere in the world is bordered by the 41-mile Fred
and complete a self-designed
Meijer Heartland Trail.
project. Alma students have
completed projects in topics
P L ACE ME NT RATES
ranging from teaching to public Nearly 90 percent of all Alma
policy, in places from the Philip- College graduates report
pines to South Africa.
working in full-time positions
or attending graduate school
ECUADOR Alma students
within six months of graduacan explore the environmental tion. Alma College also typically
wonders of the Galapagos
has 90 percent placements rates
Islands, practice Spanish
into medical and law schools,
language skills, and study
compared to a national average
Ecuadorian culture through
of 46.6 percent for medical
Alma College’s partnership
school placement.
with Equatorialis University
in Quito, Ecuador.
HONOR R OLL For four
straight years, the Corpora13 :1 Alma College boasts a
tion for National and Com13-to-1 student-to-teacher ratio,
munity Service has admitted
a liberal arts approach to underAlma College to the President’s
graduate education, 32 academic Higher Education Community
majors, self-designed programs
Service Honor Roll for engagof emphasis, pre-professional
ing students, faculty and staff
programs in law and medicine,
in meaningful service. More
and an intensive Spring Term
than 86 percent of Alma’s 2010
that provides opportunities for
graduating class participated in
innovative courses, travel classes, academic service learning durresearch and internships.
ing their time at Alma College.

Points
of Pride

Traditions, people,
places, awards,
accomplishments,
hard work, team
work, leadership
and experiences
that make us who
we are today — not
just stories but the
TRUTH about
Alma College.

NAT ION AL AWAR DS
Forty Alma College students
have won prestigious national
fellowships, scholarships and
awards, including 20 Fulbright
scholarships. Alma’s Nationally
Competitive Scholarship Committee identifies and nurtures
exceptional candidates for
postgraduate awards.
This issue of Accents highlights “points
of pride” that help tell the story of Alma
College. Use these as part of your arsenal as
you talk with families and friends about the
Alma Experience.
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MODE L U . N. Alma College
students are the pacesetters at the
national Model United Nations
competition in New York City.
Alma has received “outstanding
delegation” awards in each of the
last 15 years (1997 through 2011)
— the longest active winning
streak of any college or university. Alma College’s 28 all-time
“outstanding delegation” awards
are the most of any college or
university in the 88-year history
of the conference.

P HI B E TA KAPPA Alma
College is among the 10 percent
of all colleges and universities
in the nation to hold membership in The Phi Beta Kappa
Society, the nation’s oldest and
most prestigious undergraduate
honors organization.
T HE S COTS In the 125 years
since its founding, Alma College
has stayed true to its roots by
keeping its Scottish heritage
alive. Today, Alma features a
marching band clad in kilts, a
Scottish dance troupe, a competitive pipe band and its own tartan.
Each year, the College hosts the
Alma Highland Festival and
Games for the city of Alma,
which feature traditional Scottish
games and revelry.
(continued on page 7)

Bike program helps students stay fit, reduce pollution
time on campus getting to know
fellow students, faculty and staff
as a result of this program,” she
says. “I also hope it will allow
them to explore Alma College
and the surrounding community more thoroughly than they
might otherwise.”
About 30 first-year students are “going green”
this fall through a new initiative designed to
reduce Alma College’s carbon impact.
By signing a pledge not to bring a car to campus
for the 2011-12 and 2012-13 academic years, participants in the Get Out Bike Program receive a
bike to keep at a discounted rate.
In addition to minimizing fuel consumption
and pollution, the program aims to help students stay fit by simply moving more, says Jen
List, director of the Stone Recreation Center.

“The Get Out Bike Program not only allows
students to make a conscious decision to effect
the environment, but also to improve their
physical and emotional health,” she says.
Along with these benefits, the program is a
great way for first-year students to connect
to their new community. By choosing not to
bring a car to campus, participants have more
opportunities to engage in College programming and activities outside of classes, says List.
“I hope students will be able to spend more

Downtown businesses, restaurants and other services are easily
accessible given their close proximity to the College. Campus
also is bordered by the 41-mile
Fred Meijer Heartland Trail,
where participants who sign the
pledge will volunteer two of the
three days designated to cleaning
up the trail.
— ELLEN DOEPKE

CAMPUS NEWS

A sweet addition
College Corner Coffee and Books,
Alma College’s newest building
located on the corner of Superior
Street and Wright Avenue, opened
its doors to the public on July 1
as the new home of Stucchi’s Ice
Cream. Opening day at Stucchi’s
featured community members
joining Alma College faculty, staff
and students enjoying ice cream,
sandwiches and beverages. The
east half of the building features
the cafe, while the west side will
eventually house the College
bookstore.

www.alma.edu
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Voice of the

customer

STU D E N T RESE ARC H

OnStar executive credits M.J.J. Smith for
setting her on a path to success

Joanne Finnorn ’85 jokes that she became interested in Alma College after
receiving a brochure with tartan on it.
It was her first meeting with M.J.J. Smith that sealed her decision to become a Scot, though. Seeing the former Reid-Knox
Professor of History surrounded by students at orientation,
she knew that Alma must be a special place, and he, a special
professor.
“Where do you even start with him?” she says. “He was so
inspirational. If you were willing to put the time in, he was
willing to support you. He believed in you.”
Interested in pursuing law, Finnorn decided to major in both
history and business administration. Studying history meant
she would have the opportunity to learn to write well, a necessity for success in law. She says business also was a natural
inclination for her.
“Numbers, finance, accounting, I loved it all,” she says. “In
one of my classes, we played this business game in which we
had to operate as if we were controlling big corporations and
make business decisions. I found it exhilarating!”

make me stand out. He really
took me under his wings.”

helped her realize her dream of
attending Stanford Law School.

This recommendation has
proved to be beneficial throughout Finnorn’s career. Having
spent nearly nine years living in
German-speaking countries, she
says one of her biggest accomplishments has been negotiating
a dozen syndicated loans – in
German! – while working for
General Motors.

“M.J.J. Smith allowed me to have
that dream,” she says. “He had
a ‘system’ and said you needed
to apply to 10 schools, so I did. I
sat on my front porch everyday,
waiting for the mail. Finally, a big
envelope, not the small one, came
from Stanford.”

After excelling in law school and
beginning her career at General
Her German minor also has
Motors, Finnorn joined OnStar in
provided her with many fond
2000 as assistant general counsel.
memories. She recalls some of the She currently serves as the vice
unexpected ways John Arnold,
president of subscriber services,
professor emeritus of German,
overseeing the company’s operabrought learning to life, including tions and enjoying every second
using costumes.
of it.

“We were sitting in class one day
when he came in dressed like
Superman and slid across the desk,”
she says. “He only spoke in German
As her pre-law advisor, Smith was very influential in her
in the class. That day, we learned
academic studies. While helping her plan her course schedule,
the German word for ‘through’ as
he told her that she needed a foreign language to fulfill Phi Beta he flew through the air.”
Kappa requirements – and had an interesting recommendation.
This kind of energy is what
“He said, ‘German is 20 percent harder than French, so take
Finnorn says she loved most about
that!’” she says. “It was different, and he knew that it would
her Alma experience. It’s also what
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“We like to say that we’re the
voice of the customer,” she says.
“I enjoy the meaning behind
the work that I do. Our services
enable us to help people in dire
circumstances and save lives.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

(for more on Joanne see page 18)

CAMPUS NEWS

Alma College partners with the Osgood
Center for China program
Alma College has signed a formal agreement
with the Washington, D.C.,-based Osgood
Center for International Studies to develop a
China exchange program and increase learning opportunities for Alma College students.
As part of the affiliation, Alma College and
the Osgood Center will explore opportunities
for educational partnerships with higher education institutions in China and cooperatively
develop academic courses for Alma students
in Washington, D.C.

Osgood, with its experience developing and
marketing cultural education programs, will
help us facilitate these new opportunities.”
The Osgood Center has been at the forefront
of innovative learning programs for college
students both in the United States and around
the world, said Dennis Gonier, chair of the
Osgood Center Board of Directors.

“We are pleased to enter into this partnership with the Osgood Center, which for
many years has offered experiential learning
programs to college students in Washington,
D.C., and around the world,” said Alma College President Jeff Abernathy, who traveled to
China with Provost Michael Selmon in February for talks with university leaders in China.

“Our base in Washington, D.C., combined
with a presence in Asia allowed us to establish
institutional friendships in China that were
poised to be fully leveraged by a forward
thinking college like Alma,” said Gonier.
“In a larger sense, this is a rare opportunity
for America to use education programs to
strengthen our multi-faceted relationship with
China. Alma College’s leadership acted on
this clear potential, and we are excited about
this partnership.”

“Our goals for this partnership are to increase
the number of international students at Alma
and to strengthen teaching and educational
opportunities for our faculty and students in
China,” he said. “In today’s global economy,
it is vitally important for our students to
have opportunities to interact with individuals from different cultures and perspectives.

Alma College and the Osgood Center plan
to deepen the partnership in the years ahead
by increasing learning opportunities for
Alma College students in Washington, D.C.
through Osgood Center programming. The
Osgood Center offers annual leadership, business and foreign policy conferences for college
students on contemporary international issues.

Students conducting research
side-by-side with faculty have
been an Alma legacy for generations. Alma students team
up with faculty on scholarly
research or to collaborate on
creative or performing arts
projects. An annual Honors Day
features student presentations,
performances and exhibits.
Many students present such
work at regional, national and
international meetings.

G RE E N L IVIN G Wright
Hall, Alma’s “green” residence
hall, is a modern, 60-bed apartment-style hall that features
a number of environmentally
friendly features, including
geothermal heating and cooling,
recycled-content ceiling tiles
and carpeting, energy-efficient
windows, rooftop solar heating
panels, energy-efficient showers
and washing machines, and a
computerized energy monitoring system.

STU D E N T ATH L E TES
Thirty-four percent of Alma
students participate in intercollegiate athletics. Alma College
competes at the NCAA Division
III level as a member of the
Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Association, the oldest existing
athletic conference in the nation.
Alma offers 22 varsity sports —
11 for the women and 11 for the
men — including four sports
that debut in 2011-12: women’s
lacrosse and bowling, and men’s
lacrosse and wrestling.

www.alma.edu
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Finding meaning in Kenya
Rachel Blackhurst ’10 assists displaced families in need

R

achel Blackhurst’s interest in becoming a humanitarian was reaffirmed in
the unlikeliest of places: a billboard.

“In high school, we watched this horrific video about the Congo that really
stuck in my head,” she says. “I was
thinking about it one day, looked up
and saw a sign that said, ‘If not you, who?’ That felt
like my moment.”

<< Clockwise:
Blackhurst sitting
atop rafters with the
other workers; school
children surround
Rachel to pose for
a photo; a tent at
Mawingu camp;
Blackhurst learns how
to mud the walls of a
house.

Coming from an Alma College legacy family, the 2010
alumna knew firsthand the opportunities Alma could
offer her: a foreign service major, Model United Nations team and Posey Global Fellowship.
“The Alma experience isn’t just about passing your
classes,” she says. “Alma pushes you to find the
passion that will bring more meaning to your life.”
Blackhurst also found this passion in an unlikely
place — Kenya — where she spent the summer after
her freshman year working at an orphanage. While
she had studied Africa thoroughly, not until she set
foot in the continent did she realize the impact she
could have.
“There’s so much that can be done,” she says. “I
think that’s what got me excited to go back right
away. I wanted to continue working, and Dr. Hulme
had to talk me down. He said, ‘You have to finish
school first!’”
And Blackhurst, a foreign service and political science major, did – before going on to spend the summer working as a waitress at Cedar Point, trying to
earn enough money to go back to Kenya.
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“I knew I had to finish school before I could
go back, but I couldn’t go to law school without going and doing something else,” she says.
“I felt self-centered being at school.”
Blackhurst says her church was an amazing support during this time, raising money and giving
her a grant to make her dream a possibility.
As a result, she was able to return to Kenya and spend the next six months at Giwa
Farm, a resettlement camp for internally
displaced persons.
While there, she coordinated projects to assist
families in need, including plowing farm
plots, setting up businesses and improving
water accessibility. She says more needs to be
accomplished, however.
“I think I did some really well thought-out projects, but maybe a quarter of the people I worked

with have permanent jobs,” she says. “Up to
15,000 more haven’t even been resettled.”
Corruption also proves to be a challenge. Blackhurst says it’s prevalent in every facet of society,
slowing down progress and making it difficult
to delegate tasks and coordinate projects.
“It changes from person to person, but there’s
a general trend in which people assume
Westerners are going to give them something
for free,” she says. “They expect hand-outs
without wanting to participate or contribute
to permanent change.”
Having lived in Kenya long enough to make
friends and form relationships, Blackhurst
feels she has a better understanding of the
country’s problems — and its culture.
”Because of the lack of infrastructure, accomplishing a goal requires help from entire

communities,” she says. “Forming personal
connections is essential, but this can be
extremely difficult in an IDP community.
People’s traumatic pasts can make them feel
isolated and mistrusting of others.”
Inspired by her travels, Blackhurst plans to
study human rights law at the University of
Minnesota, where she hopes to work with
displaced persons on immigration issues.
She also is interested in learning more about
how to fight corruption.
“You can read about the problems and study
the solutions, but out of context, you can’t
really solve anything,” she says. “That’s why
it was so important for me to go back to Kenya. It’s hard to say if I made a permanent
difference, but to try was life-changing.”

Legacy students
are welcome at Alma
Rachel Blackhurst was an Alma College
legacy student, the daughter of Eric ’83 and
Deb Blackhurst ’83, who met each other when
they were students at Alma.
Alma College is always on the lookout for
legacy students. Prospective students who are
the child, grandchild or sibling of an Alma
College alumnus are eligible for a $1,000
annual scholarship. During the 2010-11
academic year, 196 Alma College students
qualified as legacies.
For more information, visit the College’s
Scholarships page on the Web:
http://admissions.alma.edu/financialaid/scholarships

— ELLEN DOEPKE

www.alma.edu
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POINTS OF PRIDE

Grand marshal:

Charlie Gray
“There are many other people with deep
roots to the College that are more deserving
of this honor. My relationships with the College have been great, even in retirement. I
have enjoyed an absolutely seamless life; I
have nothing to complain about.”
			— Charlie Gray
Charlie Gray may have retired from Alma College in 1993 after
28 years as a teacher, coach and athletic director, but his presence, influence and enthusiasm remain as strong as ever.
“He has a contagious enthusiasm for Alma College that is wellknown by our alumni,” says Carol Hyble, vice president for
advancement. “He cares about Alma so deeply. In many ways,
he never really retired. In all his roles at Alma, his focus was
always on excellence.”
Gray will serve as the grand marshal of the 2011 homecoming
parade. This year’s homecoming theme celebrates the College’s
125th anniversary.
“Charlie was a great athletic director and is our link to the past
— a walking archive,” says Athletic Director John Leister. “He
reminds you of times past at Alma with a twinkle in his eye.
When he is in town, we see him all the time. He’s a great advisor for the coaches. You can’t think of Alma athletics without
thinking of Charlie Gray.”
From 1965 through 1993, Gray served in various positions. He
coached basketball, track and cross country and served as athletic director. He also helped reorganize the Physical Education
Department into the Exercise and Health Science department
and served as department chair.
As track and cross country coach, his teams won eight conference and two regional championships and produced six
All-American athletes. He served two years as the national
president of the NAIA Coaches Association, and he founded
the Alma Athletics Hall of Fame in 1971 — the first college
athletics hall of fame in Michigan. In 1994, Gray was inducted
into the Alma Athletics Hall of Fame for meritorious service.
“There are many other people with deep roots to the College
that are more deserving of this honor,” says Gray. “My relation-
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ships with the College have been
great, even in retirement. I have
enjoyed an absolutely seamless life;
I have nothing to complain about.”
In addition to his coaching success, highlights of Gray’s career
include the emergence of women’s
athletics at Alma following the
enactment of the Title IX Civil
Rights amendment in 1972 and the
establishment of the Exercise and
Health Science department in1985.
“I consider the transitioning of
the Physical Education department to EHS as the pinnacle of
my career,” says Gray. “I took a
sabbatical in Winter 1981 and
traveled across the country looking for trends in corporate fitness,
recreation and physical education.
That culminated in a document
that identified 60 changes to the
Physical Education department,
transitioning it to EHS. We took
the document to the faculty curriculum committee, where it was
unanimously approved.”
Gray appreciates the recent
changes in the athletics program
at Alma, from the addition of
lacrosse, wrestling and bowling as
varsity sports to the construction of

the Art Smith Arena and upgrades
to the football and softball fields
and Hogan Center.
“The current momentum reminds
me of 1965 when I joined Bill
Klenk and Denny Stolz as young
coaches at Alma,” he says. “That
same kind of energy and synergy is
pervasive in Hogan today. I find it
very exciting to see these advances.”
While he spends five months of the
year in Florida, the rest of the time
he is a familiar presence in Alma
and on campus, counseling students
and athletes who visit him at his
house adjacent to the campus.
“Alma is a cohesive community,
and its lifeblood is its alumni,” he
says. “Our alumni show appreciation of what they have received
and experienced at Alma. There is
a sense of respect, a sense of love,
from alumni in all disciplines — a
special affection of what happens
here and of the lifelong associations they gained.”
— MIKE SILVERTHORN
For more information on Homecoming 2011,
visit us on the Web!

@

www.alma.edu/alumni/homecoming

PERFORM I NG A RTS
More than a third of all Alma
students take part in at least one
performance each year. The
College offers majors in theatre,
dance and music, but students of
all majors may join in productions. The Remick Heritage
Center for the Performing
Arts is the region’s premiere
performing arts facility.

SI FE The Alma College Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE)
team has won 10 consecutive
regional championships at the
SIFE USA Regional Competition in Chicago. The competition
awards the SIFE teams that are
most effective in teaching the
principals of market economics
through outreach projects in
their communities. Last year’s
team presented 12 communityoutreach projects, including
teaching ethics and entrepreneurship skills to students at a
juvenile detention center and
creating a sustainable business
plan for villagers in Uganda.

SERVI CE Alma College
ranks second in the nation in
the percentage of students who
participate in alternative break
service trips, according to Break
Away, the national organization
that supports the development
of alternative break experiences that inspire lifelong active
citizenship. Last year, Alma
students provided flood relief,
built affordable homes, planned
activities for terminally ill
children, constructed wheelchair
ramps, worked with immigrants, and assisted in afterschool programs in Georgia,
Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky,
Missouri and Texas.

SPRI NG TERM Spring Term
at Alma is a one-month immersion on a single academic topic
that offers learning experiences
not typically available during
the more traditional 14-week
Fall and Winter terms. During
Spring Term 2011, students
explored the language and

culture of Ecuador, observed
economic developments and
social change in China, studied
Scottish nationalism in Scotland,
attended morality plays in
England, toured cultural sites
in Peru, examined coral reef in
Hawaii, and completed a 900mile bicycle tour of Wisconsin,
Michigan and Illinois.

P.O.E. Alma College students
have the ability to design their
own area of academic concentration, with the assistance of a
faculty advisor, to meet specific
educational or career goals. In
recent years, students have graduated with Programs of Emphasis majors in such fields as arts
management, archaeology and
anthropology, environmental
policy and community advocacy,
foreign service and international
law, and music technology and
digital media.
STUDENT I NVOLVEMENT
Students at Alma College are
involved in any of nearly 75

campus organizations, including
fraternities and sororities, student
government, academic honorary
societies, campus media, intramural sports, the performing arts
and worship groups.

L E E D APPROVE D
The Hogan Center is the first
official LEED-certified building
for green construction at Alma
College and Gratiot County.
The renovated Hogan Center
and new Art Smith Arena were
awarded LEED® certification at the Silver level by the
U.S. Green Building Council
(USGBC) and verified by the
Green Building Certification
Institute (GBCI). LEED is the
nation’s preeminent program
for the design, construction and
operation of high performance
green buildings. The arena
serves as the primary venue for
commencement, convocations,
major speakers, concerts, athletics and other major events.

ON FACEBOOK

Caption this!
We dug through 125 years of pictures and asked the Alma College Facebook community to cleverly caption a few of our favorite finds – like this one of the Home Economics Club in 1955.
Katy Michalski ’93: Dishing more than appetizing plates, the
ladies discuss the sage advice of Betty Crocker, such as how to
make mealtime a happy time, and the best places to hide the
Manhattans from the dorm mothers.
Mark Williams ’01: The invention of Joe’s Bread.
Josh Ernst ’06: “C’mon, Skip Traynor! Take the picture already!
We need to get to biology lab and then lacrosse practice!”

www.alma.edu
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<< Clockwise:
Bert Dugan walks
with students through
the New Mexico
terrain; Bert and Jeane
stand with members
of the Alma College
Center for Responsible
Leadership staff (Sally
Scheide, Micheal
Vickery and Murray
Borrello); the Dugans
enjoy the view with
members of the Ghost
Ranch group (Sally
Scheide and Dr. Ed
Lorenz)

Native
to this place
Alumni Bert and Jeane Dugan look forward to their involvement with
Alma College students at Ghost Ranch, where they share a message
of hope and inspiration in a beautiful yet complex environment
As much as any other person, Bert Dugan ’61 appreciates
the intriguing complexities that are illustrated in the ecological, spiritual and political landscapes of New Mexico.
When Alma College Center for Responsible Leadership
students visit Ghost Ranch — the Presbyterian retreat
center in Abiquiu, NM — Bert and Jeane Cook Dugan
’64 are there waiting, eager to make the students’ visit a
positive experience while also interacting with them about
their futures.
“Ghost Ranch is a good forum — a harsh, wild place surrounded by great beauty and power,” says Bert. “It’s a place
that stimulates people to think, where they see that their hold
on life takes effort. At Ghost Ranch, we hike the incredible mountain trails, see the fossils of ancient dinosaurs,
talk about the extinct Native American pueblo culture,
and contemplate the intellectual conflicts associated with
Los Alamos, where scientists created a devastating tool that
ended World War II and provides energy for our world.

12
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“The Alma faculty take the students through a series of
leadership development initiatives at Ghost Ranch. It’s
amazing how the students come together as a group during
the week,” he says.
For the Dugans, their volunteer work at Ghost Ranch with
the Alma students is a labor of love. For the past six years,
the Albuquerque residents return to serve as tour guides,
invite native guests and local bands to share their culture
and music, fly the Alma College flag, sponsor hay rides,
attend to other myriad details, and ensure that the students
have sufficient water and scoops of ice cream.
“They are all about the Alma family,” says Micheal Vickery,
professor of communication and co-director of the Center for Responsible Leadership. “Every year, they see our
students like their children coming home. They are gracious
hosts who also talk about the importance of the Alma family
and taking strength from knowing there are many alumni
who, like them, want positive change in the world.”

PRISM The PRISM Project,
or Positive Routes Into Science
and Mathematics, is designed to
do one thing: Get more students
excited about science! Participants
are engaged in research opportunities, not only throughout
their college years, but also prior
to taking their first college course.
As part of the PRISM Program,
first-year students enroll in twocredit PRISM seminars. PRISM is
funded by a $500,000 grant from
the National Science Foundation.
H E ALTH Hands-on learning,

Ghost Ranch is a place where people
have common ground, says Sallie
Scheide, assistant director of the Center
for Responsible Leadership. The
Dugans tell the students they can feel at
home at Ghost Ranch and share with
others their hopes and dreams.
For Jeane Dugan, seeing the students
every year is like getting a taste of her
native Michigan.
“I’m sentimental about Alma College
and Michigan, so the highlight for
me is just seeing these young students
from Alma gathering for meals and
wearing their Alma College t-shirts,”
says Jeane, who volunteers at the anthropology and paleontology museums
at Ghost Ranch.
“Every year is different,” she says.
“Last year I decided to make myself
available at lunch to chat with the students. It worked; many of the students
came by to talk, especially the young
women. It was very rewarding and
fulfilling to hear where these young
people are in their lives. It gave me a
feeling of optimism, that our future
is safe with students like these from
Alma College.”

Bert Dugan is a retired pulmonary
critical care physician who worked in
Grand Rapids until his retirement in
2001. Since moving to Albuquerque,
he has remained active teaching firstyear medical students at the University
of New Mexico Medical School and
staying involved with the National
Alliance on Mental Illness. He also
lobbies in the state legislature on issues
related to access to health care.
“Sometimes we talk to the students
about how Jeane and I met at Alma
and the support we provide each
other,” says Bert, who spent six years
at Alma as a pre-med student with an
English major. “We also talk about the
sacred or spiritual part of lives. And I
share how the liberal arts background
I received at Alma prepared me for the
difficulties of medical practice in the
1980s and ’90s.”
The Dugans — the parents of Raymond ’89 and Christine ’92 — plan
to return to Alma College this fall to
celebrate Bert’s 50-year class reunion
during homecoming.
— MIKE SILVERTHORN

laboratory research, internships
and participation in community
problem-solving are among
the key features in Alma’s new
majors in integrated health:
Biotechnology, Environmental
Studies and Health Care Administration. The new majors
build on the College’s historic
strengths in the broad areas of
health, science and business.

N E W ME D IA Alma’s New
Media Studies major, which
debuts in 2011-12, prepares
students for work in emerging
forms of media digital information and technology — from
audio and visual arts to social
media to gaming and simulation to e-text, design and Web
publication. New Media Studies
majors are required to complete
an internship, gaining hands-on
experience in the field.
ACCESS Mentoring is a
positive activity at Alma College. The ACCESS Mentoring
Program provides a helpful
service to first- and secondyear students who request
assistance in their transition
to life at Alma. The program
supports academic, career and
social growth through the
development of positive mentor
relations with Alma College
students, staff, alumni and community members.

www.alma.edu
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Video wins top prize
Josh Morgan ’06 blazes new trails as a
TV producer to reach people
Left to right: >>

In Wisconsin, football is like a religion, something Josh Morgan ’06
knows better than anyone.

The cast of Mr.
Henderson enjoy
the limelight at
the Capital City
Film Festival
in Lansing, Mr.
Henderson in
production with
Joe and Pete
Johnston.

The WLUK-TV FOX 11 sports producer’s football video tribute recently won the top prize in the “Best Use of Sports Video”
category at the Wisconsin Broadcasters Association Awards Gala.
“Boys of Fall” features highlights and pre-game speeches, taking
the audience into the locker room and onto the field.

Hooked on theatre

Though it’s been over a decade since Joe Johnston ’97 was an Alma College theatre student,
the curtains on his stage aren’t closing anytime soon. The Alma native’s short film, “Mr.
Henderson,” was an official selection at this year’s Capital City Film Festival in Lansing.
Described by Johnston as “a contemporary American tragedy that explores
the depths of desperation,” it also won
a prize from the Lansing Community
Media Center.
“‘Mr. Henderson’ is my sixth film,
but I’ve been working on films for
the past five years,” he says. “It’s a
childhood dream of mine. Luckily,
filmmaking is more accessible now,
and equipment is more affordable.”
A photograph taken by Johnston’s
brother, Peter Johnston ’07, who
served as the film’s producer and cinematographer, inspired this latest film.
“The idea for ‘Mr. Henderson’ came
from a captivating photo my brother
took of a man’s hand with a shovel,”
he says. “When I saw it in his senior
art show, I started to wonder who
this man was.”
Johnston’s own Alma experience
included working as an usher at the

“Winning was outstanding; it’s not something you think about while
you’re working on it, but I knew it had turned into a powerful piece,”
he says. “It’s very neat to be honored by your peers, by people you
respect who you work with and sometimes even against.”

“The engaging environment at Alma has helped
me understand what people want, what influences
them, what they like, and how they act,” he says.
“I have no doubt that I would not be where I am
without my Alma experience.”

When Morgan presented the video to his classmates at Spring Arbor
University, where he’s working on his master’s degree, even those
who didn’t care about football were brought to tears by it. He says
receiving feedback like this is the best part of what he does.

While there wasn’t a particular experience that drew
him to his major, Morgan, who was involved with the
Almanian and WQAC while on campus, says quite
the opposite could be said for Alma itself.

“My work goes out to hundreds of thousands of people in an instant,
so there’s this instant gratification aspect to it,” he says. “The reactions,
the phone calls from parents saying thanks for including their kids —
that kind of feedback is priceless. The award was icing on the cake.”

“The people at Alma are what make it such a special
place,” he says. “If you’re going to be somewhere for
four years, you need to enjoy the people around you,
and I did. They are what drew me to Alma, and
they’re what made me stay there.”

Morgan says he looks forward to finding new ways and blazing
new trails to reach people through his work. As he does, he will
recall what he learned as a media and mass communication major
at Alma College.

— ELLEN DOEPKE

view the video, please visit the station’s Web site:
@Towww.fox11online.com/dpp/sports/high_school/the-boys-of-fall-video-tribute

Heritage Center. He fondly recalls
receiving a tour of the building
before it opened.
“I met Joe Jezewski during my tour,
and he seemed fascinating,” he says.
“I decided to sign up for acting
classes, and I got hooked. I’ve been
able to apply the skills I developed
in the theatre program to different
areas of my career.”
With Matt Groves ’97, Jason
Schultz ’97 and Brian Papendick
’08 appearing in the film’s cast, “Mr.
Henderson” is an alumni labor of
love. Though Johnston’s wife, Emily
Cameron ’98, doesn’t play a part
in the film, he says she did play an
important part in its production.
“My wife provided much moral
support,” he says. “She was the
first person to read and critique the
original script, which I spent two
years writing.”

On the air

‘Never a dull day’ for
TV sports anchor
With years of broadcast experience under
his microphone, Evan Beach ’06 knows
how fun it is to be a sports anchor/reporter.

working long hours, which Beach says is
necessary to succeed in his field.

result, I grew and became a much stronger
writer and communicator.”

“This is a very difficult business to get
into,” he says. “Regardless of where you go
to school or what professors you have, you
really have to strive to accomplish what you
want to accomplish.”

Beach suspects the program’s structure
was actually a blessing in disguise, as it
motivated him to seek other avenues to
gain broadcast experience. In addition to
completing two internships and reporting on sports for The Almanian, he hosted
sports talks show on WQAC.

“Working in a high-pressure environment
means there’s never a dull day, and I love
that,” he says. “Sports have always been a
huge part of my life.”

It also helps to have a solid education behind you. Though Alma’s communication
major isn’t focused on broadcast arts, Beach
says it was a strong program that got him
to where he wanted to go.

The Alma College alumnus recently joined
mid-Michigan’s WNEM-TV 5, giving him
the opportunity to report on the teams he
rooted for while growing up. It also means

“Whenever I wrote a paper for Dr. Gilbert,
I would get it back with red mark after red
mark on it!” he says, laughing. “The professors at Alma expect a lot from you. As a

“Experience is huge in my field,” he says.
“At a large university, I may have been able
to write for the student newspaper or work
the radio station, but it would have been
one or the other. At Alma, I was lucky to be
able to do both.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

— ELLEN DOEPKE
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S U STA I N A B L E
CO M P O N E N TS
The Hogan Center,
including the new
Art Smith Arena,
was designed to
be a LEED-certified
building. Following
are the sustainable
components of the
facility:

Hogan Center: LEED Certified
®

The Hogan Center is certifiably green.

magical
			 season
A

>>

Recycled content in ceiling
panels, rubber floor tiles, vinyl
floor tiles and sub-floor system

>>

Coach of the Year Jake Boss Jr. ’93 leads
Spartans to Big Ten baseball title

Energy Star compliant roof system with a solar reflective index of
less than 78

>>

Water use reduction measures (waterless urinals, low flow
fixtures, etc.)

>>
>>

Water efficient landscaping

Reduced light pollution: Exterior lighting meets egress code
minimums, with no excess building
lighting. All exterior lights are
shielded to minimize light pollution.

>>

Refrigerant management:
Project utilizes all CFC refrigerant, which is not harmful to the
environment

>>

Optimized energy performance: Building systems are
designed to maximize energy
performance by operating at 20
percent more efficient than the
energy code requires.

>>

Construction waste management: Diverted demolition and
construction debris to recycling
centers

>>

Used certified wood with at
least 50 percent of the wood
products certified in accordance
with the Forest Stewardship
Council as well as certificates of
ownership from harvesting wood
products through installation.

>>

Low emitting materials: Adhesives and sealants, paintings and
coatings, and carpeting

>>

Controllable systems with
occupancy sensors and individual
lighting controls, mechanical controls monitored at a centralized
computer station

>>

16
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Alma College’s renovated Hogan Center and new
Art Smith Arena have been awarded LEED®
certification at the Silver level by the U.S. Green
Building Council (USGBC) and verified by the
Green Building Certification Institute (GBCI).
LEED is the nation’s preeminent program for
the design, construction and operation of high
performance green buildings.
“From the very beginning of the Hogan project,
we committed to designing the facility to be our
first LEED-certified building for sustainable
construction,” says Alma College President Jeff
Abernathy. “I’m pleased that the building models
environmental commitments that match the
values of Alma College.”
The Hogan Center is the first LEED-certified
building in Alma and Gratiot County, says Dave
Buhl, vice president for business affairs.
“Several contractors worked with us on the
project who deserve recognition for helping us
achieve LEED Silver certification,” says Buhl.
“The Collaborative Inc., the architectural firm
that designed the facility, and MacMillan Associates, the engineering firm, incorporated the
sustainable components into the design of the

facility, and Wolgast Corporation, our construction firm, adhered to a strict set of guidelines to
achieve the Silver certification. Numerous subcontractors also assisted with the construction.”
The Hogan project achieved LEED certification for energy use, lighting, water and material
use as well as incorporating a variety of other
sustainable strategies. Sustainable components include use of recycled content in ceiling
panels, carpet, floor tiles, bleacher construction
and sub-floor, along with maximized energy
performance, water use reduction measures, and
Energy Star-compliant roof system.
In addition, the GreenPlay hardwood basketball
floor, one of the first in the country, meets enhanced standards for sustainable construction.
The $10.6 million project, completed in August
2010, includes renovated locker rooms, athletic
training space, natatorium, coaches offices and
classrooms in the existing athletics building
along with the addition of the 29,000-square-foot
Art Smith Arena, which serves as the College’s
primary venue for commencement, convocations,
major events and athletics.

The 2011 Big Ten Baseball Coach of the Year takes a lot of
grief from his dad.
The father, Jake Boss Sr., has an Alma College championship
ring on his finger. The son, Jake Boss Jr., doesn’t.
“Dad won an MIAA championship with Alma in 1999 when
he was an assistant under Coach John Leister, and he never
lets me forget about it,” says Jake Jr., a 1993 Alma College
graduate and former baseball player.
“I would love to have a ring with an ‘A’ on it,” he says. “It
was neat for my dad to experience a little of what I experienced as a student-athlete at Alma. He was glad to have had
that opportunity.”
Jake Boss Jr. may not have an MIAA title to his name, but he
does have a Big Ten Championship.
In just his third season as head baseball coach at Michigan
State University, Boss Jr. led the Spartans to their first Big
Ten championship since 1979 and was named Big Ten Coach
of the Year. MSU’s 36-21 record tied for the third-most wins
in the 127-year history of the program. Boss owns a 93-71
record in his three seasons in East Lansing.
The road to MSU began at Alma, where Jake Jr. was recruited
by Coach Bill Klenk to play baseball. He was a four-year letter
winner from 1989-93, earning his degree in English.
After graduating, Jake Jr. taught and coached baseball at the
high school and community college levels, ultimately earning
assistant coaching positions at Eastern Michigan University
and the University of Michigan. He served as head coach at
EMU before accepting the MSU job.

“Coming out of Alma, I thought
I would be a high school teacher
and coach for the next 30 years,
which would have been fine,”
says Boss Jr. “But coaching opportunities presented themselves
to me. Growing up in mid-Michigan, MSU was the dream job for
me when I left the high school
coaching level.”
The 2011 season was a magical
one for Boss and the Spartans.
At one point during the season,
the 39-year-old coach shared a
lesson he learned at Alma with
his players.
“I remember my junior year we
had a chance to win the MIAA
championship and didn’t,” says
Jake Jr. “That still sticks with
me. As we closed in on the Big
Ten title this year, I mentioned
that to my team to illustrate
the importance of playing hard
with no regrets every inning and
every day.”
Coach Klenk was an influential
person for Jake Jr.

“He was a guy who really cared
about his players,” he says. “He
wanted guys to do things the
right way. I learned a lot from
him, about work ethic and handling ourselves the right way. A
lot of the guys I played with are
now teachers, leaders and superintendents—their accomplishments trace back to the lessons
learned from Coach Klenk.”
The other role model in Jake
Jr.’s life is his dad, who served
alongside his son as an assistant
coach for the Spartans in 2011.
The father-and-son duo shared
the satisfaction of winning a
championship.
“To work with Dad was a dream
come true,” he says. “He’s my
best friend.”
— MIKE SILVERTHORN

www.alma.edu
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Hometown: Ithaca
Professional status: Managing director,

Northwestern Mutual, Mount Pleasant.
Book you are reading:

2011

Awareness by Anthony DeMello
Magazines to which you subscribe:

Alumni Awards
SCOTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

Fortune, Forbes
Favorite movie: Prince of Tides

JAMES GOODRICH ’70
Smith Distinguished Service Award
The Smith Distinguished Service Award
is presented annually to a graduate who
believes in Alma College and has assisted
with student recruitment, provided career steps through internships or
employment, or visited the campus to attend events, speak to a class,
or serve on a College council or board. This award is named in honor of
Art ’38 and Carra Jones ’42 Smith.
This year’s recipient is James Goodrich ’70, who has been a continuous supporter of Alma College for many years. He offers career and
internship opportunities to current and graduating students and can
occasionally be seen in a classroom or attending a career event. He
also regularly attends campus events including musical performances,
athletics competition and speakers. He previously was a member of the
Board of Trustees and regularly supports the golf and music programs.

Joanne Finnorn ’85
Distinguished Alumni Award
Joanne Finnorn ’85 is this year’s recipient of Alma College’s Distinguished Alumni Award, which recognizes
graduates who have brought distinction to the College through their professions, have set strong examples
for others, and have served their communities.

Hobby: People watching
Your hero: My Dad
Your greatest love: The present moment —
it’s all we have or need.
Why did you choose to attend Alma?

I was recruited in 1966 by Charlie Gray
and Bill Klenk.
Why have you stayed involved with Alma?

Good school, nice people.
Favorite Alma professors: George Gazmararian
and Joe Walser, great role models
Favorite Alma memory: Alpha Thetas
Student organizations: Delta Sigs. Played golf
1966-70, football 1966-67.
Greatest accomplishment (so far)? Fathered
and helped raise three great children.
What do you still want to accomplish? Stay
healthy, live fully and contribute as best I can.

A native of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, Finnorn was a student at Alma just three years before graduating
in 1985 with triple majors in business administration, history and German. She continues to demonstrate
her commitment to the College in many ways. She has hosted a number of “Living and Working in Metro Detroit” events; has met and spoken with students privately to discuss topics such as international business,
law school and the legal profession; and is an avid supporter of the Detroit Metro Roundtable.

Kim Taylor ’83
George Hebert Service Award
Hometown: Escanaba

Favorite movie: Anything with Jim Carrey

Professional status:

Hobby: My daughter and I singing along with
the car radio at the top of our lungs
Your hero: My Mother — for raising my brother and me on her own, for always being selfless
and gentle, and for her wisdom and ability to
influence and mold people in positive ways

Vice President, Subscriber Services,
OnStar in Detroit
TV shows you watch: If I lived alone, I probably
wouldn’t even own a TV, but I have to admit I
sometimes can’t help getting drawn into shows
my family watches, such as House and Glee.
Bookmarked Web pages on your computer:

Musicnotes.com, WSJ.com, TeacherWeb, and
YuGiOh Trading Card Game (don’t ask)
Book you are reading: I usually have 20 to 30
books on my nightstand, all read to various
degrees. Many are about raising children, religion, nutrition and exercise — the reason my
daughter likes to call me the self-help junkie.
As for novels, I’m always way behind and am
currently finishing Dan Brown’s The Lost Symbol and beginning Kathryn Stockett’s The Help.
Magazines to which you subscribe: Guidepost,
Prevention, Vegetarian Times (Did I hear someone say “self-help junkie?”)
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Your greatest love:

Husband Andrew, daughter Alicia (15) and
son Aaron (11)
Why did you choose to attend Alma? Honestly?
I liked the nice-looking brochure they sent
all the way to my home in Escanaba. The
clincher was when I met Dr. Smith in person.
Why have you stayed involved with Alma? Alma
opened a world of opportunities for me and
made me a huge fan of small, liberal arts colleges. I feel a desire to give back and to support
those opportunities being available to others.
Favorite Alma professor: Dr. M.J.J. Smith took
me under his wing from day one and changed
my life forever — encouraging me to learn

Presented annually to alumni for their loyalty and service to Alma College and the Alumni Association, the
George Hebert Service Award is named in the memory of George Hebert, the 1920 alumnus whose love of
Alma College and work on behalf of the institution was an inspiration to all alumni. This year’s recipient is
Kim Taylor ’83.

German, teaching me writing and thinking
skills, and showing me the path to the law
school of my dreams.
Favorite Alma memory: Burying the spirit rock
just before graduation.
Sorority: Zeta Sigma and TKE sister; Meyer
house resident my senior year with a great
group of friends.
Last time you wore a kilt: 1979 — they were
actually briefly in style then

“As president of the Chicago Mercantile Exchange Clearinghouse, Taylor has risen to the top of her profession and made major impacts on the financial environment,” wrote one of her nominators for the award.
“She has helped with internships and Chicago-area contacts for Alma students and has been involved in
alumni events. She also is a wonderful example of grace — never tooting her own horn but is always there
if needed, and doing things in a quiet, understated way.”

Greatest accomplishment (so far)?

Raising two great, fun kids and having the
opportunity to contribute to the development
of OnStar’s business.
What do you still want to accomplish? Help my
children become the best version of themselves
into adulthood, help more people by continuing OnStar’s business expansion, and perhaps
run a business or charity on my own someday.

Hometown: McBain

Your hero: Benjamin Franklin — a statesman,

— especially Beaconsfield.

Professional status: President, Chicago

innovator, philanthropist

Student organizations:

Mercantile Exchange (CME) Clearing, CME
Group, Chicago, Ill. I’m responsible for posttrade services, risk management and financial
settlement for listed and OTC derivatives.
Basically, we handle the money.
TV shows you watch: Squawk Box and bad late
night sit-com reruns
Book you are reading: Barrel Fever by David
Sedaris and Quiet Leadership by David Rock
Favorite movie: When Harry Met Sally
Hobbies: Is Pilates a hobby?

Why did you choose to attend Alma?

I met M.J.J. Smith at a Presbyterian youth
mixer at Alma and knew I wanted him to be
my advisor.

Alpha Theta, Theatre, Union Board, student
government, GSS
Last time you wore a kilt: Does wearing a fake
one in grade school count?

Why have you stayed involved with Alma?

Greatest accomplishment (so far):

To make sure others get a chance at the educa- Building next generation leaders.
tional opportunity I had.
What do you still want to accomplish?
Favorite Alma professor: Dr. Cornelius, for the Get an interesting hobby.
high standards he set in his Shakespeare class
— both times I took it.
Favorite Alma memory: Choir tour in Canada

www.alma.edu
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POINTS OF PRIDE
SCOTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

Jessica Karbowski ’04
Young Alumni Award
Jessica Karbowski ’04 is the 2011 recipient of the Young Alumni Award, presented annually to recently
graduated alumni who have given faithful service to Alma College and their communities.
“Jessica gives back to Alma College in the traditional ways — donating money, visiting at homecoming, and
talking about Alma in her numerous world travels,” wrote one of her nominators. “But like any person, the
intangibles matter as well. Despite her post-collegiate successes — including graduating from law school
and working as a lawyer defending U.S. interests in Iran — she remains humble. She’s a good person and
asset to anyone who knows her, and she gives back — not just to Alma, but to her world and those in it.”

Hometown: Freeland
Professional status: Attorney-Adviser, Office

of the Legal Adviser, U.S. Department of
State, Washington, D.C.
TV shows you watch: We DVR The Daily
Show and The Colbert Report, and we follow
Top Chef and So You Think You Can Dance.
Book you are reading: A Lucky Child: A
Memoir of Surviving Auschwitz as a Young
Boy by Thomas Buergenthal
Magazines to which you subscribe:

The Economist and Time
Favorite movie: The Princess Bride
Hobbies: Hiking and backpacking. I lived in
Alaska last year, and we took the opportunity
to do some amazing trips and take advantage
of two cross-country drives to see how beautiful the United States really is. Most recently
we did a trip in Wrangell St. Elias National
Park (in Alaska) involving a six-miles-up glacier trek (meaning that after we hiked to the
toe of the glacier we hiked in toward the ice
fall where the ice pours over from the ice field
located at a higher elevation), where we spent
the night with our tent pitched on the glacier.
Pretty amazing!
Your hero: Svitlana Kobzar ’04. It is amazing
how the truly inspirational people in life
aren’t always on the cover of Time or on the
front page of The New York Times. Through
all of my experiences in various circles, I have
yet to meet a person more generous, selfless
and humble than Svitlana. Her personal
strength and perseverance in the face of
seemingly insurmountable obstacles offer an
example for everyone else in the Alma College community.
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Why did you choose to attend Alma? After several visits, where I made friends with current
students, I felt like I belonged at Alma. There
is something to be said for how welcoming
the student body can be and an admissions
office that goes the extra mile to demonstrate
how “little Alma” can offer more opportunities than one student could ever possibly take
advantage of.
Why have you stayed involved with Alma? I
don’t know that staying involved with Alma is
a conscious choice. Alma is part of who I am.
I owe the institution and the people affiliated
with it a great debt of gratitude for all of the
things that Alma gave me. Talking to current
students, staying involved with alumni, keeping in touch with professors, and helping out
however I can is never a chore; it is always
fun and something that I learn a lot from.
Alma is a special place where people genuinely
care about you – as I get older I realize how
rare and unique my experience at Alma was.
Staying connected is just a way to continue as
part of the Alma family, to keep reaping the
benefits of that experience, and to ensure that
current Alma students can have the same kind
of fulfilling experience that I had.
Favorite Alma professor: Dr. [Derick] Hulme,
because he took someone who had general
ideas about the world to someone who took
action. He gave me the confidence to roll up
my sleeves and get dirty, and reminded me
that even students from a small school like
Alma can make a big difference. He took my
general enthusiasm and helped me to find
direction. For that, I will always be grateful.

Favorite Alma memory: It is probably just hang-

ing out at the Model UN house with members
of the team and blowing off steam by watching
some rotten reality TV show as a group. I do
have some pretty good competing memories of
a giant slip ’n slide being set up on the lawn by
Gelston, watching football games on couches
that we had hauled out behind the end zone,
and playing ultimate Frisbee on the chapel
lawn.
Last time you wore a kilt: I recently wore a plaid
skirt for a ’90s party, which is kind of the same
thing, right?
Greatest accomplishment (so far): While I have
been fortunate enough to have received several
academic awards and a law degree, I think my
best accomplishment so far is finding a way to
stay in public service. After law school, there
is a lot of pressure to take the well-worn path
to private practice, and the compensation for
doing so is substantial. So while I am really just
beginning my legal career and therefore have
accomplished very little of note as a lawyer, I
have managed to find a way to stay in public
service and am positioned to work on issues
that I care about and for my country.
What do you still want to accomplish? I am not
sure that I have a good answer for that. There
are a million things that I would like to accomplish; some more likely than others. Generally,
I would like to continue to find work that
is fulfilling and challenging, but is aimed at
affecting positive change, to find ways to give
back to my communities and the world, and to
find personal balance that allows me to spend
time with my incredible friends and family and
to experience the amazing world that we live in.

FRA NK KNOX Frank Knox’s
accomplishment’s are extraordinary: from fighting alongside
Teddy Roosevelt and the Rough
Riders, from publisher of The
Chicago Daily News, to vice
presidential candidate in 1936,
to Secretary of the Navy under
Franklin D. Roosevelt. Through
it all, the 1899 graduate stayed
true to his Alma College roots.
His portrait adorns the conference room in the Reid-Knox
Administration Building.

RA NKS Washington Monthly,
in its 2010 review of colleges and
THEME HOUSI NG Ultimate universities, ranked Alma ColFrisbee players, gamers, peer
lege 41st nationally in the liberal
mentors, ministry coordinators
arts category — the highest
and exercise and health science
ranking of any Michigan liberal
students have new homes in
arts college. The publication also
the 2011-12 academic year.
ranked Alma College fourth in
Changes in Alma’s small housthe nation in community service
ing includes new theme houses, participation.
in which groups of three-to-five
students with shared interests or A LM A EXPERI ENCE A
academic pursuits live.
60-second Alma College television commercial, produced
OSGOOD CENTER Alma
and directed by 2010 graduate
College students have experiHALL OF FAM E Bob DevVaughn Brines, won a naential learning opportunities in
aney, a 1939 graduate of Alma
tional gold award in the 26th
Washington, D.C., and around
College, went on to become
annual Educational Advertising
the world through the College’s Awards competition, sponsored
one of the greatest coaches in
partnership with the Osgood
collegiate football history. In
by Higher Education Marketing
Center for International Studhis 11 years as head coach at
Report. The commercial proies. The Osgood Center offers
Nebraska, Devaney produced
motes “The Alma Experience,”
annual leadership, business and packing more than 500 still im11 winnings seasons with two
foreign policy conferences for
national championships. He
ages in a stop-motion storyline
college students on contempowas inducted into the College
that illustrates the transforming
Football Hall of Fame in 1981. rary international issues.
opportunities that students have
At Alma, he played end and
to learn and grow during their
OUR BEGI NNI NGS Alma
was the Scots’ Most Valuable
four years at Alma College.
College was born on Oct. 14,
Player in 1938.
1886. George F. Hunting was
I CCSN Alma College is one of
LA NDM ARKS Distinguishing appointed the College’s first
the first undergraduate colleges
president and professor of
landmarks on Alma’s campus
in the United States to belong
moral and mental science. The
include the Posey Bench near
to the International CrimiCollege’s founding was made
the Hood Building, the Bishop
nal Court Student Network
possible by Ammi W. Wright,
Makarios Memorial Sculpture,
(ICCSN). Created in 2006 by
a lumberman, businessman and students at the London School
the “Momentum” sculpture
civic leader who gave 30 acres of of Economics, the ICCSN aims
near the entrance to the Hogan
land and more than $300,000 to to promote the work of the
Center, the Spirit Rock behind
found and sustain the institution ICC and increase knowledge
the Library, the Bahlke Field
in its early years.
Gate, the Peace Poles in Mcof international criminal law.
Intyre Mall, and the Redman
Alma joins Duke University
THE SCOTS Alma’s sports
Gate along Superior Street that
School of Law, the University of
teams have been known as
welcomes campus visitors.
Cambridge and other instituthe “Scots” since 1931 when
tions in a global community that
Alma students voted on the
DI STI NCTI ON Colleges of
connects students who share an
name. Soon thereafter, “Scotty” interest in the ICC.
Distinction, a national college
emerged as Alma’s official
guide for students, parents and
mascot and is regularly seen on
counselors, selected Alma ColA LM A SOFTBA LL The
campus, in the community and
lege to be included in its list of
Alma College softball team
at athletics events.
200 colleges and universities as
has qualified for the NCAA
“the best places to learn, grow
Tournament 16 times in the
and succeed.” The Colleges of
last 18 years — a dynasty that
Distinction publication recognizranks among the best in NCAA
es institutions for their commitDivision III athletics. The Scots
ment to engaged students, great
boast a 704-240 overall record
teaching, vibrant communities
during head coach Denny Grifand successful outcomes.
fin’s 23-year tenure at Alma.

Do you know the next

great Scot?

We’ve all met that great high
school student who we immediately thought would be a great
addition to Alma College. Maybe
it’s your neighbor, your friend
from church, your best friend’s
cousin or your nephew. Be sure
to let us know about them by
completing our online form:

https://secure.alma.edu/
people/alumni/refer
By completing the online referral
form, you will notify the Admissions Office of the prospective
student and your connection to
them. Any referrals will receive
information about Alma College
and get on our mailing list. Once
they have completed their junior
year of high school, they will also
receive an application and will
have the application fee waived
because of you.
By the way, if the prospective
student is the child, grandchild or
sibling of an Alma College alumnus, he or she will be eligible for
our Alumni Award — for all
four years.
If you would like materials about
Alma College to place in your
home, office, classroom, church,
favorite coffee house or to give to
that next great Scot, just contact
Jessie DeHaan at dehaanjr@
alma.edu or 1-800-321-ALMA.
Thank you for your support!

www.alma.edu
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NATIONAL IDENTITY
FOCUS OF TRIP TO SCOTLAND
Students in Britt Cartrite’s Spring Term class
studied the phenomenon of Scottish nationalism while traveling throughout the country.
In order to better understand how Scots see
themselves, the class visited 11 different areas
of Scotland, including the Borders region, the
Western Isles and the Central belt.
“We intentionally go to different regions we
feel reflect the diversity of Scottish identity,”
says Cartrite. “We also went to the Shetland
Islands, where people don’t think of themselves as Scottish at all.”

<< Left:
Students in Britt
Cartrite’s Spring
Term class explore
the Scottish
countryside for
the course which
focused on the
national identity of
Scotland.

Oscoda sophomore Megan Lamrock fulfilled
a long-time wish when the class visited the
Highlands region. Luckily, the area didn’t
disappoint.
“If I live to be 100 years old, I’ll never forget
the sheer beauty of the Highlands,” she says.
“There’s something almost magical about it.”
Throughout their travels, students had the
opportunity to discuss identity with locals,
meet with politicians and hike. They also
read influential novels in the places the plots
were set, something Lamrock says she especially enjoyed.
“Reading the novels in this way really made
everything come alive,” she says. “It helped us
picture life for the Scots in different times.”
In addition, the class visited a number of
battle sites and museums. Along the way, Cartrite, an associate professor of political science,
made sure to emphasize each stop’s purpose.

Spring Term 2011 roundup
Spring Term is a distinction of the Alma College experience,
as students study one academic topic for an entire month.
Many students have the opportunity to travel beyond the
walls of campus for a full immersion into their studies. Here
is a review of four travel classes that took place last May.
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“Modern museums are built as an experience, so
I push students to be aware of the kinds of messages that they’re taking in,” he says. “You have
to step back, unpack it and think about it.”
Regardless of the day or activity, it was important to Cartrite, whose research background
is in nationalism and ethnic politics, that
students problematize identity.
“Even though we take American identity for granted, it’s something we all were
taught,” he says. “It’s something we have
been convinced is real, so we believe it’s real.
The same thing happens in Scotland, but it’s
much more contested.”

Once students are back on American soil, Cartrite says
students are able to appreciate not only how much they
saw and did, but also how much diversity they experienced. For Lamrock, this certainly is true.
“The class opened my eyes to how different the people
of one nation can be,” says Lamrock. “The stereotypical
‘Scotland’ with bagpipes and kilts is hard to find. The
Scottish identity is made of all different smaller identities from every corner of the country.”
STUDENTS EXAMINE HUMAN RIGHTS
IN NINE COUNTRIES
Taking 29 trains in 21 days, students in Professor Ed
Lorenz’s Spring Term class on “Leadership in the Law of
War, Peace and Human Rights” traveled throughout Europe, where they met members of the Polish trade union
Solidarity, sat in on a trial of an accused war criminal, and
visited a tiny French village that sheltered thousands of
refugees fleeing the Nazis.
“My goal was to show students the reasons why we have
international standards to protect human rights,” says
Lorenz. “All of the places we visited were places that I
thought would help them gain this understanding.”

In addition to serving as both a historical and cultural
experience, the course also emphasized leadership.
Students will assist the Center for Responsible Leadership and the Public Affairs Institute in organizing the
500th Anniversary Conference on Universality in Human Rights, which will be held in Washington, D.C. in
December.
“The class didn’t end when we came back,” says Lorenz.
“Students know that they can do something as individuals to protect human rights, and this conference is a great
way to further their understanding of international law.”
The course was unlike any other course she has taken
at Alma, says Midland junior Ashley Yuill.
Not only did she gain an appreciation for different
types of leadership and approaches to making the
world a better place, she says she also has grown tremendously as a person because of it.
“I learned so much more than historical facts, international law principles or human rights theories,” she says.
“I learned about myself — what I’m really passionate
about, where I am in my development as a leader, who I
admire and what I want to do with the rest of my time at
Alma and with my future after I graduate.”
www.alma.edu
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NAMED PROFESSORSHIPS
David Clark —
 Charles A. Dana Professor of Biology
John Davis —
 Charles A. Dana Professor of
		
Integrative Physiology and Health Science
Joanne Gilbert —
 Charles A. Dana Professor of Communication
Scott Messing —
 Charles A. Dana Professor of Music
William Palmer — Charles A. Dana Professor of English
Cameron Reed —
 Charles A. Dana Professor of Physics

Left to Right: >>
Students wear their
special Alma College
bike jerseys during
Maurie Luetkemeier’s
Spring Term course;
Ed Lorenz conducts
class in Europe.

A grant from the Charles A. Dana Foundation established the Dana professorships, which recognize outstanding teacher-scholars.

Nicholas Dixon —
 Elma C. and Wesley C. Dykstra Professor of Philosophy
Established by the late Wesley C. Dykstra, professor emeritus of philosophy, this
endowed professorship in the Humanities recognizes distinguished teaching,
scholarship and service as well as a profound commitment to the liberal arts.

Derick Hulme —
 Arthur L. Russell Professor of Political Science
STUDENTS CONNECT NUTRITION
WITH FITNESS ON 900-MILE BIKE TOUR
Biking 900 miles through Michigan, Wisconsin and Illinois proved to be an adventure for Maurie Luetkemeier’s
“Sports Nutrition on Wheels” Spring Term class.
Starting in Alma, the group of about 30 Alma College
students biked to Muskegon and then rode vans around
Lake Michigan to Milwaukee, where they resumed
their bicycle trek along the Lake Michigan shoreline,
averaging 60 miles per day.
“The experience was a huge physical challenge,” says
the integrative physiology and health science professor.
“I hope students can feel good about what they accomplished. I also hope they understand more about the connection between what they eat and how they perform.”
Spending so much time on a bike required a strong
mental commitment. As a result, the trip turned into a
journey of self-reflection for Wayne sophomore Zakk
Hardyniec.
“I had a lot of time to think and reflect on life,” he says.
“Dr. Luetkemeier and I spent time talking on some of
our rides. It was amazing to be able to have one-on-one
time with my college professor.”
On the bike tour, students also had the opportunity to
visit the Trek Bicycle Center and Gatorade Sports Science
Institute, where Luetkemeier completed his most recent
sabbatical and found inspiration for the class.
CHINA’S HISTORY, DIVERSITY,
CULTURE COME TO LIFE
Traveling from rural to urban areas in China, students in Liping Bu’s “China Past and Present” class
learned why the country is a land of diversity.
“China is not just Shanghai or Beijing,” says the history
professor. “It’s a huge country where local customs are
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very distinct. This class gave students the opportunity
to experience the many facets of China both in terms of
economic and social development.”

“Excellence in teaching” defines the criteria the late Arthur L. Russell ’41 of Harlingen, Tex., wanted to note in the recipient of this professorship.

Through visits to sites such as the Terracotta Army and
Tiananmen Square, the class also gained an understanding of the country’s rich history.

Established in 1992 from the estates of Frank and Annie Reid Knox, alumni
from the 1890s, the Reid-Knox Chair of American History recognizes excellence in teaching and scholarship in the field of American history.

Bill McHenry, 2011 alumnus, says while he enjoyed all
the sites, two particular places stick out in his mind: the
Hanging Monasteries and the Great Wall.
“The Hanging Monasteries are 200 feet off the ground,
supported on the side of a cliff by 600-year-old wooden
poles,” he says. “It was thrilling walking through the
monastery, where only a few inches of ancient wood
kept you from the ground. Words cannot describe how
it feels to be on the Great Wall, either.”
Traveling to a foreign country isn’t without its challenges, especially when there’s a language barrier. Bu
prepared her students by teaching them several useful
phrases. She says she was especially proud when they
were able to order soy sauce at a restaurant without her
assistance.

Edward Lorenz —
 Reid-Knox Professor of American History

William Nichols — Secrest Professor of Music

Established in 1993, this award was funded by former Board of Trustees
Chair Fred Secrest and his wife, Stephanie. The professorship acknowledges
excellence in performing arts teaching and in outstanding direction of student
performance activities.

“The China I saw was very different from the China
you hear about,” he says. “We really experienced everyday Chinese culture by visiting a Chinese family and
riding on the overnight train and eating in the same
restaurants as the locals.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

Faculty recognition

T

welve Alma College faculty members
hold named professorships, with
Melissa Strait, John Rowe and Derick
Hulme receiving the most recent appointments.
“Alma’s faculty are deeply committed to undergraduate teaching,” says Provost Michael
Selmon. “They are creative and accessible,
regularly offering our students both challenges
and support. Receipt of these endowed professorships is an important recognition of these
faculty members’ accomplishments and contributions to the campus.”
Faculty members also are recognized with the
annual Andison Excellence in Teaching Awards
and the Barlow Faculty Awards. This year’s
designations are listed here.

John Rowe —
 William R. Angell Professor of Biology

Established by the Angell Foundation to honor the late William R. Angell, this
award recognizes excellence in teaching and productive research.

Melissa Strait —
 Towsley Professor of Chemistry

The Harry A. and Margaret D. Towsley Foundation of Ann Arbor (now of
Midland) established this endowed professorship in 1987. The award recognizes
excellence in the teaching of chemistry.

ANNUAL AWARDS PROGRAMS
Andison Excellence in Teaching Awards

“Even though many of them don’t speak the language,
they were very thoughtful throughout the trip,” she
says. “I was impressed with their keen observations.”
Bu originally planned to take the class to Japan as
well, but the devastation of this year’s earthquake
made that part of the trip impossible. Nonetheless,
McHenry says he will remember the class for the rest
of his life.

faculty news

2011 RE C I P I EN T S :

Randy Jacques and Stephany Slaughter

Legacy Student
Brunch
Do you have 9th-12th grade siblings, children
or grandchildren? We invite you to bring them
to a complimentary prospective student brunch
on the President’s lawn, Saturday, October 15,
10:00 – 11:00 a.m., followed by the homecoming
parade and a campus tour. For more information
or to register for this special event, contact the
Admissions Office at 1-800-321-ALMA.

Established in 2010 and supported by a gift from
Thomas Andison, these awards recognize excellence in
the classroom through pedagogical innovation, creative
activities with students and superior teaching.

Barlow Faculty Awards
2011 RE C I P I EN T S :

Nicola Findley and Catherine Fobes
Established in 1982 by the late Dr. Joel Barlow ’29, this
annual cash stipend recognizes high levels of faculty
contribution “to furthering the educational mission of the
College.” Teaching, scholarship, creativity or performance,
and College and community service are acknowledged.

www.alma.edu
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The grass
isn’t always greener...

For more information about the men’s basketball program at
Alma, visit us on the Web. In addition to more information
on Coach Hargraves, you can find information on the
upcoming season, stats, rosters, camps and more!

A sn ea k pe e k at th e f i e ld upg rades

@

www.alma.edu/athletics/mbb

The grass isn’t always greener — sometimes it’s maroon!
Those in attendance for Homecoming 2011 will be among
the first to experience Scots football on our new home turf.
This summer, Bahlke Field received a new turf complete
with maroon end zones and markings to accommodate Alma’s men’s and women’s lacrosse teams, who will play their
first home matches on Bahlke Field beginning in spring
2012. Extensive renovations also are in the works for Scots
Park, the home of the Alma College softball team, including
a repositioned field, larger dugouts, permanent home run
fence, warm-up areas, storage facility and press box.

GAIN

A familiar face returns to the Hogan Center
Sa m Hargraves retu rns to coach m en’ s bas ketba ll
Sam Hargraves assumes the head men’s
basketball coaching job at Alma College with 13 years of collegiate coaching
experience, including the last two years
as an assistant coach at Division III
Dominican University.
A three-year letter-winner at Calvin
College, Hargraves began his coaching
career at Alma College in 1998 as an
assistant under then Head Coach Kevin
Skaggs. Other coaching experiences for
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Hargraves includes stops at Hillsdale
College, Northwood University and
Lawrence University.
“This is the place where I started my
coaching career as an assistant, and I am
so fortunate and excited to come back
as the head men’s basketball coach,”
says Hargraves.
He takes over for interim head coach
Charlie Goffnett, who will remain as an
assistant coach under Hargraves.

Left to Right: >>
Bahlke Field’s
colorful new end
zone; progress
being made on
Scots Park; a
view through the
uprights; maroon
turf; new lacrosse
markings; a good
foundation at
Scots Park.

www.alma.edu
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We are hard at work planning a yearly schedule to give
alumni many opportunities to get involved. Please watch the
Web site (www.alma.edu/alumni/calendar) and Alma College
Alumni Association Facebook group for up-to-date event
schedules. Contact the alumni house (alumnihouse@alma.edu
or 800-291-1312 x 2) for more information.

ALUMNI CONNECTIONS

June 13: Alpha Gamma Deltas
from the mid-90s gather in the
Lansing area to share memories

UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS
Oct. 15: Homecoming at Alma
Oct. 23: Virginia event
Oct. 24-25: North Carolina event
Nov. 11: Detroit area event (Orchard Lake Country Club)
Dec. 2-4: Washington, D.C. events (Human Rights Conference)
Mar. 3: Alma College Highland Arts Celebration at Alma
Mar. 4: Detroit Opera House event

Scots Forever: An
Ongoing Story
LOU ECKEN ’95

Stay Connected! If you have recently moved to a new
location, had a change in employment and wish to become
involved with the alumni Tartan Club in your region,
simply contact the Alumni Office at 1-800-291-1312 or
alumnihouse@alma.edu for more information.

ALUMNI GREETINGS

The Ultimate SAE/DGT/STG Reunion

W

e imagine many things when
returning to campus for a Homecoming reunion — sunny skies
with brilliantly colored trees, engaging
events, and a large turnout of not forgotten friends. However, it is those intangible
moments that none of us will ever forget
— a first glimpse of someone not seen in
years, that laugh or comment that brings
back classic times, or a song that floods
your mind with nostalgia.

On Saturday, everyone met at The House
to register and line up for our walk in
the Homecoming parade. It was quite a
moment to see over 250 men, plus their
families and the sisters of the fraternity,
marching together in reunion shirts of
maroon and cream or blue and white.
That moment was topped off when the
group stopped in front of the Alumni
House and joined together in the fraternity rally chant.

Through the direction of Duffy Duncan
’72, the Ultimate Reunion of SAE/DGT/
STG of October 2010 met all those criteria
and went far beyond anyone’s expectations. Alumni from the Class of 1950
through current active members attended
the three-day weekend.

The weekend was capped with a formal
dinner where President Abernathy
opened the proceedings and was given
his official fraternity nickname — “Dr.
J.” A booklet of the brothers’ memories
and the history of our organization were
given to all — with many laughs, clarifications and added comments. Several
members shared their thoughts about the
group and how, though separated by age,
we were all united in our common bonds
through this special organization. De-

The great weather helped to open things
up on Friday with a golf outing. More
than 60 brothers participated on the course
and then met up at the 19th hole for food,
beverages, laughs and memories.

ceased brothers were remembered with
a moment of silence. The sweethearts of
the fraternity were serenaded with their
special song while the fraternity flower
was presented to each. The highlight of
the event was the showing of the Ultimate
Reunion Smoker Flick — a walk through
the years — with photos showing faces,
times, and places that had been part of
our lives along with music of the time. It
was a triumphant success for the creator
of the movie, Bobby Fryling ’11, and left
many of us moved in awe.
We hated to say goodbye, but we were
so fortunate to be able to reconnect and
create new memories. We vow to “stay
connected,” spread the word to those not
there, and remember why we are so lucky
to be fraternally bonded and have been
given so much by our times together. It
was one for the record books.
Gam One, Gam Three!!!!
— Gary Stano ’83

I am honored to serve as your new alumni director in these exciting times.
A new president, an ever-changing higher education landscape, and a new
vision developed collectively through the strategic planning process provide
a wealth of opportunities for change and growth as Alma College seeks to
meet the needs of our students, our alumni and our world.
One part of this growth is demonstrated through a new title in this
role: director of alumni engagement.
I will be intentionally seeking ways to
engage YOU, our alumni and friends,
in ways in which you would like to be
involved with the College.

MY STORY // As we reached our
junior year in high school, my twin
(Kay) and I began researching colleges.
We had begun getting a great deal
of mail from a small, private, liberal
arts college, so we made plans to visit
schools one late spring day.

Yes, financial support is important for
the continuation and improvement
of our programs, but there also are
many more ways in which you could
choose to be connected. We would
love to have you refer great students,
help in providing internship and job
opportunities, assist on service learning
projects/trips and share your expertise.

Sitting with my mom, sister and
500-plus students and parents in an
“Honor’s College” presentation at MSU,
College felt big, scary and impersonal
as we tried to hear the panel of students
speaking far away at the front of the
room. Leaving, I nervously felt that I
could do it, but it would be very different from our close-knit high school.

We also would like to provide value
back to you, through opportunities to
reconnect, travel and continue learning. I want to hear your ideas and your
dreams about how Alma College can
still offer you ways to grow, as well as
how you would like to help our current
students and College. Every one of us
has a story of Alma, and I hope that it’s
an ongoing story!

Our second visit of the day, at an “A”
school that shall remain unnamed, had
a very different feel; our names were up
on a board as we walked in and the tour
was personal and friendly. Both Kay
and I knew as we left that we wanted a
smaller, more personalized experience
for our undergraduate degrees. Returning home, we talked with a high school
teacher who had met his wife at Alma

College; his daughter and (after us)
son also became great alumni! He told
us that if we liked that other “A,” we
definitely needed to look at Alma. Moments after we stepped foot on campus,
Kay and I looked at our parents and
said “Mom, Dad, this is it. How can we
make it happen?” (Our younger sister
would follow two years later, and a
niece is currently on campus).
For many of us, this is how it happened, that immediate connection.
Others have a slightly different story,
connecting more slowly. Regardless of
our initial connection or our level of
involvement since graduation, there
are opportunities for continued benefit
from being part of the Alma family.
After leaving Alma, I completed a
double master’s degree (MPH/MSW Public Health and Social Work) from
the University of Michigan and then
started my professional career working with at-risk teens in Midland, MI.
I found myself returning to Alma for
career fairs, helping with admissions
(continued on page 32)
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alumni notes
1954

ALUM N I BOA R D
President - Jeffrey Leestma ’78
Vice - President - Dana (Grant) Catania ’95
Past President - Carolyn Schultz ’84
Secretary - Alisha (Majszak) Baker ’02
Devon Anthony ’09
Brian Bartes ’87
Virginia (Cloutier) Blandford ’02
Robyn (Paige) Carr ’04
Thomas Davey ’07
Duffy Duncan ’72
Kay Ecken ’95
Louis Ferrand ’64
Barb (Loomis) Greer ’61
Dale Greer ’65
Lisa Knowles ’94
Robert Longstreet ’92
Christopher Lowry ’07
Bill McHenry ’83
Jan (Knapp) Merz ’75
Dale Nester ’75
Jesse Ramirez ’09
Krista (Schroeder) Ried ’94
Gary Stano ’83
Troy Taylor ’84
Scott Timmreck ’02
Sheri Tulloch ’95
Dana Weston ’01
Elizabeth Wheat ’02
Julie Williams ’95
Deborah Zannoth ’73

1958

Mary Cross ’58 is excited that
her granddaughter Samantha will attend
Alma. “Samantha is a fourth generation
Alma student, following my father, Rev.
Paul Heberlein, me, and her mother, Deana
Cross Fisher. Other Alma alumni in our
family include Paul Jerold Heberlein, Sally
Henderson Heberlein, Richard Heberlein
and Lynn Zuber Heberlein. We are all very
proud and happy that Alma has made it
possible for Samantha to follow our family
tradition by providing scholarship help.”

1960 Sue Butters ’60 enjoyed last year’s

Vice Chair and Chair Elect Brook Bisonet ’04
Secretary- Avis Groath ’08
Grand Rapids Events Director Chris Dawson ’99
Lakeshore Events Director- Paul Winter ’85
Kalamazoo Events Director Carolyn Schultz ’84
Admissions Director Maggie (Taylor) Lancaster ’96
ArtPrize Director - Megan Sloat ’03
Marketing Director - Dannielle Poulson ’03
Picnic Director - Kyle Travis ’09

50th reunion. “The pipers leading us from
the president’s reception to our reunion
dinner was the best!” • Dick Kutch ’60 and
Joan Hedlund Kutch ’60 were blessed with
identical 2-year-old twin granddaughters.
The couple’s daughter and son-in-law
adopted the girls from a Siberian orphanage. • Thomas Vaillancour ’60 still lives
in The Valley of the Sun, where he finds
shoveling sand is better than snow. He officiated his last softball game at Westwood
High School in April. “Perhaps it’s my last
year officiating, as Father Time may have
caught up with me.”

METRO DETROIT ROUNDTABLE

1961 Elizabeth Hickman ’61 and Tom

WEST MICHIGAN ROUNDTABLE

Co-Chairs - Chris Hunter ’92 and
Nancy Abney Duncan ’81
Board of Directors
Steven Wisinski ’97
Tony Catania ’94
Jeffrey K. Leestma ’78
Brian Bartes ’87
Todd A. Emerson ’89
Don Fullenwider ’65
Sybil Hunter ’92
Tom Macfarlane ’83
Kevin Main ’95
Brian Simmons ’85
Karen Wollenhaupt ’87
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Jane Kersten Butters ’54 enjoys
retirement. She is happy to announce the
addition of another great-granddaughter to
her family. She planned to spend the summer in Springfield, MA.

accents

Hickman ’62 celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on June 17, 2011. The couple,
who have three children and four grandchildren, met at Alma College.

1962 Steve Engel ’62 is taking a 19-day
land and cruise to Alaska after surviving a
quadruple heart bypass and a procedure for
a new knee. He hopes to try to make the
50th reunion next year. In the meantime,
he went to his 14th Detroit Tiger Fan-

tasy Camp in Lakeland, FL, this year. He
planned to throw out the first pitch before
the Detroit-Kansas City game on Aug. 31
at Comerica Park. • Sandra Ann Hall Rule
’62 sees time flying faster at the young age
of 70 1/2. She stays active with her involvement in music, art, community and family.
She has never retired from teaching and
says “in this life, never will.” She also is
thrilled to report that her pastor’s daughter
is a freshman at Alma. • Stu Straight ’62
reminds the Class of 1962 to save the date
for their 50the reunion at homecoming next
year — Oct. 6, 2012.

1964 Jane Lewis Martin ’64 retired
from many moons of teaching. She enjoys
hiking in the Sierra Nevada Mountains.
She also is immersed in “lovely sleep and
‘playing’ with three grandsons. Ah-h-h!”
• Robert VanEvery ’64 is a part-time outreach therapist, working with children in
foster care and parents with kids in care.

1966 William Brown ’66 supports
the New Mexico Symphony Orchestra,
and his singing group, Madrigal Singers, donated the proceeds of their benefit
concerts to NMSO players. His company,
Cuisine del Corazon, donated 800 cookies
for a musician-produced concert as well.
William’s edited “Fixed and Free” poetry
anthology, containing 80 poems by 80 poets,
is set for publication this summer. • Ilona
Hahn Wale ’66 retired from teaching elementary art in 2006. She has traveled and
painted in the United States, France, Italy,
Finland and Acapulco. She received the
Juror’s Award in the Spring 2011 Exhibit of
the Northern Arizona Watercolor Society.
She also has a one-year-old granddaughter
who lives in Wisconsin. “God is great and
greatly to be praised!”

1968 Richard Douglass ’68 is celebrating the graduation of his daughter,
Elly (Douglass) Jordan, who graduated

summa cum laude from the Michigan
State University College of Law. She was
editor-in-chief of the MSU Law Review.
“It is wonderful to celebrate such positive
life events!”

1969 C. Richard Mills ’69 serves as the
pastor of Island Presbyterian Church on
Padre Island, Corpus Christi, TX. “Love it!
Now have five grandchildren and a pastor
wife, Linda Sherry, who serves at a church
nearby. Always great to hear from friends
from Alma: revrick47@hotmail.com.” •
Cathy Peck Woodburn ’69 reports that her
husband, Don, was recently named president of Dodge City Community College.
The couple enjoys spending time with their
family, which includes 12 grandchildren.

1970

Roberta “Berta” Santoni ’70
welcomed her first grandchild, Gino Anthony Santoni, into the world on May 11,
2011. “When he adds a few pounds to his
6-pound, 14-ounce birth weight, he has a
’Future Scot’ hooded sweatshirt waiting for
him. My son, Mario, and his wife, Brynn,
are getting used to having a ‘new boss.’”

1971

Alice Moore ’71 retired from a
career as a fraud investigator. Having lived
in 10 states, she now lives in Knoxville, TN.

1972 Joyce Brown Essex ’72 reports
that her daughter, Amanda, graduated
from Colorado State University with
honors in December. After completing
her studies in 3 1/2 years, she begins law
school this fall.

1973 Andrew Reed ’73 is semi-retired
with his companion, Gail Zorn. The couple
purchased a farm two years ago in Loganville, GA.

1974 Nancy Southwick Rago ’74 reports that her son, Joseph A. Rago, won the
2011 Pulitzer Prize for Editorial Writing
for his series of health care articles that was
published in The Wall Street Journal.

1976

Dennis Gardner ’76 reports that
his son, Daniel, attends Central Michigan
University as a biology graduate assistant.
Daughter Caitlin is in Mexico teaching first
grade at John F. Kennedy High School.
“Hace buen tiempo!” • Ellen MacLaren
’76 moved to Santa Fe in November 2010
and loves it. Find her on Facebook or on
her Websites: www.vital-vibration.com and
www.ellemaclaren.com.

1977

Marianne Britt Duvendack ’77
began her fourth year as a seasonal ranger
at Yellowstone National Park. It’s her sixth
with the United States National Park Service. “Love it.”

1983

Laura Wonacott Asiala ’83 is the
director of corporate citizenship at Dow
Corning Corporation. Her daughter, Caroline, whose father is the late Michael Asiala
’81, will be a freshman this fall.

1985 Kathryn Topping Balcerski ’85
reports, “Jim and I are living in London for
three years on an assignment with my company, International Flavors and Fragrances.

Please visit!” • Ed Hilton ’85 and Elise
Graveline Hilton ’87 have two kids who are
graduated from high school, and three still
hanging around! Elise is the media logistics
coordinator at the Acton Institute in Grand
Rapids, which she loves.

1986

Brian Campbell ’86 graduated
from the Lutheran Theological Seminary
at Gettysburg with a master in divinity. He
awaits a call in Wisconsin. • Jim Elsenheimer ’86 was captain of his company’s
Pittsburgh Marathon relay team. They
finished third overall (of 800 teams) in a
time of 2:54:42.

1990 Matthew Gibb ’90 accepted an
appointment by Oakland County Executive L. Brooks Patterson as deputy county
executive in charge of economic development and community affairs, effective June
1, 2011. • Jim Peck ’90 earned his EMT-B
license. He continues to build his transportation business, providing non-emergency
medical transportation services for both
ambulatory and wheel chair-restricted
patients. His business also provides small
group service for golfers, wine tours and
airport ground transportation.

1991 Jerald Czarnecki ’91 is a math and
science teacher at Kelloggsville High School
in Grand Rapids. He was recently named
one of the three best teachers in the state by
the Michigan Association of School Boards.
• Linda Shenton Solano ’91 was named
principal of Meridian Elementary School in
Wyandotte. She began her new role on July 1.

A LU M N I CO N N EC T I O N S

October 2010: Cycling
Crater Lake, Oregon
Left to Right: Una Edwards Schmidt ’57, Fred Schmidt ’57,
John Paul (J.P.) Ryan ’56, James (Jim) Fox ’58,
Genevra Gould Fox ’60

www.alma.edu
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1995 Jessica Van Slooten ’95 was

1998 Tim Haist ’98 is the new superin-

among an elite group of 50 faculty from
across the nation who participated in the
National Endowment for the Humanities Landmark in American History and
Culture Community College Workshops in
July. She is an assistant professor of English
and women’s studies at the University of
Wisconsin-Manitowoc.

tendent of Big Rapids Public Schools. • Matt
Wandrie ’98 accepted a position to become
the next superintendent of Lapeer Community Schools. • Daniel Wilson ’98 received
an educational specialist degree from Grand
Valley State University in April.

1997 Loren Baidas ’97 announces the

named principal of South Canton Scholars
Charter Academy, which is set to open in
September. • Scott Eldridge ’00 was chosen
as Lansing’s favorite lawyer in the Lansing
Community Newspapers 2011 People’s
Choice Awards. He is an associate in the Lansing office of Miller Canfield. • Lynn Murphy
’00 and husband, Steve, announce the September 2010 birth of their daughter, Abigail
Elizabeth. She joins big sister Maggie, 3. The
family resides in Albany, NY, where Lynn
continues her career with General Electric.

Aug. 24, 2010 birth of Alexander Baidas. •
Dinice Buitendorp-Paul ’97 and husband
Joey welcomed their twins, Leah and Nathan,
in March. They joined big brother, Gavin, 3
1/2, and big sister, Ella, 2. “Life is full of joy
and chaos at the Paul house!” • Staci Hill
McKeon ’97 continues to work half-time as
an acute care doctor. She also is delighted to
be homeschooling her oldest girls. She reports
that the first year was amazing! • Christopher
Trebilcock ’97 is a principal and employment and labor lawyer in the Detroit office
of Miller Canfield. He has been elected president of the Founders Junior Council (FJC),
an auxiliary of the Detroit Institute of Arts.

2000 Jennifer Knight Cook ’00 was

pastor at The People’s Church of East
Lansing, which will celebrate its 105th anniversary in 2012.

2003

Mike Holes ’03 is the new head
football coach for the Ionia Bulldogs.

2004 Eric Fox ’04 married Jaclyn Till

2002 Andrew Oleszkowicz ’02 and

on June 18, 2011 in Traverse City on the Old
Mission Peninsula. Maxwell Janis ’04 and
Andrew Myers ’04 attended. The couple are
employed at Hantz Financial and reside in
Detroit. • Theresa Guinther ’04 completed
her pediatric residency at St. John Hospital in
Detroit in June 2011. She was chief pediatric
resident during her last year of the program.
Theresa has joined Synergy Medical in Saginaw, where she will start her pediatric practice. • Nokuphiwa Langeni ’04 earned her
Master of Divinity from the Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis in May. • Michelle
Merz Mason ’04 announces the November
2010 birth of her first child, Adreanna.

Mariah Oleszkowicz ’02 announce the
March 9, 2011, birth of Emily Michele. •
Andrew Pomerville ’02 is the new senior

Kate Kohler ’05 graduated from
the University of Toledo College of Law in

2005

2010, passed the bar exam, and opened her
own law office in Toledo, OH. She is focusing her practice in domestic relations and
advocacy for victims of domestic violence. •
Michelle Ott ’05 is the head girls’ basketball
coach for Ovid-Elsie Schools.

2006

Josh Latz ’06 is now the boy’s
varsity basketball coach at Ovid-Elsie High
School. • Josh Morgan ’06 is a sports producer
at WLUK-TV in Green Bay. The Wisconsin
Broadcasters Association awarded his “Boys
of Fall” video tribute a top prize.

2007

Christina Jensen ’07 received her
Master of Divinity from the San Francisco
Theological Seminary. • Katrina PekichBundy ’07 was ordained as a Presbyterian
minister by the Presbytery of the Ohio
Valley in May. She has been called to serve
Hanover Presbyterian Church. • Erin Bernethy Pettijohn ’07 graduated from Wayne
State University School of Medicine in May.
She starts an internal medicine residency
at Northwestern Memorial Hospital in
Chicago in June. • Sarah Wasek ’07 earned
her master’s degree in occupational therapy
from Western Michigan University in
December 2009.

2008

Scots Forever: An Ongoing Story
(continued from page 29)

events in the mid-Michigan region, joining the Alumni Board in 2004, and finally
returned to work at Alma College in 2007.

ALUMNI SECTION SUBMISSIONS
Alumni notes can be submitted online at:
www.alma.edu/alumni/notes
or by returning the postage paid
envelope in this issue; or by addressing
Alumni Relations Director, Alumni Notes,
Alma College, 614 W. Superior St.,
Alma, MI 48801-1599.
Photos can be sent electronically to
silverthorn@alma.edu.
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LOOKING FORWARD // During these
times, I have been so thankful for the education and life experience that I received at
Alma College, and the inspiration returned
to me by helping with those efforts. I have
been amazed by the expanded opportunities
provided to our students through off campus
study, constantly improving athletic and arts
facilities and intentional creation of new
offices to support the needs of a changing
world. I want to be part of continuing that
progress, and I hope you do as well.
Two critical areas in which alumni can be
involved are in student recruitment and assisting with student preparation for the world of
work. Time at Alma allows students to build
their skills in thinking critically and then testing those skills in a supportive environment.

We need your help in getting great students
to us, then in giving them opportunities to
expand their test environment to the wider
world, showcasing the value of our students
and graduates so that we are no longer “the
best kept secret.”
Won’t you help me? I invite you to come
back to campus as well as attending your
local alumni events to be a part of the great
things Alma College is still doing. Please
feel free to contact me at (989) 463-7245 or
ecken@alma.edu if you have ideas/suggestions or would like to help the Scot team in
keeping Alma College a vibrant, dynamic
place of learning and inspiration!

Go Scots!

Lou

Lou Ecken ’95
Director of Alumni Engagement

Erin Hemerling ’08 married
Kyle Quada in August 2009. She graduated from Old Dominion University with
a master’s degree in education in 2010. •
Salina Maxwell ’08 graduated summa cum
laude from Michigan State University College of Law, receiving King Scholar honors.
• Brett Sanborn ’08 earned his master’s
degree in aeronautical and aerospace
engineering from Purdue University. He
works at the United States Army Research
Laboratory in Aberdeen, MD. • Carly
Uthoff ’08 was cast as Penny Pingleton in
the Grand Rapids Civic Theatre’s production of “Hairspray.”

2009

Charlie Rockwell ’09 received
his Master of Music in percussion performance from Southern Methodist University
in May 2011. He and fiancée Carlie Alchin
’08 reside in Dallas, TX. They will marry
in September in Tustin, MI.

2011 Amanda Cruickshank ’11 led the
Summer Arts Camp for the Copper Country
Community Arts Center this past summer.

ALUMNI BRIEFS

Communications professional
honored by PRSA
What do Rachel Gerds ’08 and former presidential adviser David
Axelrod have in common? The Public Relations Society of America
recently honored them both, with Gerds receiving the 2011 Young
Professional of the Year Award.
“I never expected to be recognized like this so soon in my career,”
says the Alma College alumna. “It’s an awesome honor. The night I
received my award, I was on cloud nine.”
Gerds, a communications manager at Harris Bank in Chicago, says she
fell into the public relations industry. After taking the LSAT and GRE, she
applied to graduate schools and jobs until she got an offer she couldn’t
resist: a communication internship at ComEd, an Exelon company.
“I thought I could continue searching for jobs and spend the summer
at home, or take advantage of this opportunity,” she says. “After
spending a year at ComEd, I found that communication is something
that I not only excel at, but I really enjoy.”
In addition to Kappa Iota, Gerds, who studied English, was a member
of Model United Nations while at Alma. She says this experience has
been invaluable to her as a professional communicator.
“The diplomacy aspect of Model UN taught me a lot about how to be
tactful, which is especially important in the corporate world,” she
says. “I also learned how to think on my feet. I used to get up in front
of hundreds of students and talk about a topic that maybe I didn’t
know a lot about.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

www.alma.edu
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Jim Northrup ’62

Jim Northrup ’62, a Detroit Tigers legend,
World Series hero, standout student-athlete
and former trustee at Alma College, died
June 8 in Grand Blanc. He was 71.

E a r l F. H a y w a r d ’ 5 3
Earl F. Hayward, a French professor at Alma
College from 1960 to 1989, died June 21, 2011,
at Mid-Michigan Medical Center in Alma. He
was 79.
A native of Cheboygan, Hayward graduated
from Alma College with a French degree and
later earned his master’s degree in French from
the University of Michigan. He served in the
United States Army from 1954 until his honorable discharge in 1956. While in the Army he
was stationed in Germany and worked as an
instructor to his fellow servicemen.

In memoriam

C E L E B R AT I N G T H E L I V E S O F O U R F R I E N DS

In addition to teaching French, Hayward served
for several years as director of overseas studies
for students at Alma College. In 1961 he was
awarded the Fulbright Scholarship to study a
summer in France.

accents

Northrup played quarterback during the 1959
football season and was named the MIAA’s
most valuable player, earning Little All
American honors.
He signed with the Detroit Tigers in 1960,
leaving school early to pursue his professional
baseball career. He returned to Alma to complete his degree in 1962.
Known as the “Gray Fox,” Northrup spent
parts of 12 seasons in the Major Leagues. He
was a key figure in the Tigers’ drive to the

business, Jim Northrup and Associates,
a manufacturer’s representative firm in
Southfield, of which he was CEO.

“Jim was a very driven person,
and to be as good of an athlete as
he was, you needed some kind of
internal drive,” said Dave Peters
’61, a former Scots teammate. “It
didn’t matter if you were playing
cards, pool or ping pong, he was
really competitive. He just didn’t
like to lose.”

He was inducted into the Michigan Sports
Hall of Fame in 2000.

Following his baseball career, Northrup was
a color analyst for the Tigers on the PASS
sports channel and then established his own

In 1998, Northrup helped raise money for a
new baseball scoreboard at Alma College. The
Jim Northrup Scoreboard was unveiled prior
to the season opener at Klenk Park in 2000.

“He was ultra competitive,” said John Leister,
Alma College athletic director. “He got the
most out of everything he did. As a coach,
that’s what you want out of your players.”
Northrup, past president of the Alumni
Association, also served on the Alma College
Board of Trustees from 1992-95.
He was predeceased by his mother, Pauline
Emery Northrup-Riddle, retired support staff
at Alma College.

Upon retiring in 1989, he worked as a substitute
teacher in the Alma area and was the supervisor of the 1990 Census for Gratiot County.
He enjoyed gardening, antiquing, refinishing
antiques and traveling the world.

Samuel “Sam” Cornelius, professor emeritus
of English at Alma College who taught from
1957 to 1989, died June 19, 2011, at MidMichigan Medical Center in Alma. He was 92.

He received his bachelor’s degree from
Maryville College, master’s degree from
Vanderbilt University and Ph.D. from the
University of Pittsburgh.

According to his wishes, his body was donated
to the University of Michigan Medical School
in Ann Arbor. Memorial contributions are designated for Outreach International. Among his
survivors are his wife, JoAnne Hayward, two
daughters, twin sons and three granddaughters.

Born in New Bethlehem, PA, Cornelius
served at various times as English
Department head, committee chair and
dean of humanities. He taught Shakespeare
and Chaucer, and he developed courses
in William Faulkner, Thomas Hardy and
Charles Dickens.

A memorial service was held at Alma’s First
Presbyterian Church on July 16, 2011.

A memorial service was held June 25, 2011 at the
Alma College Chapel.
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Born in Breckenridge, Northrup played five
sports at Alma College, earning 15 varsity letters, and was inducted into the Alma College
Athletics Hall of Fame in 1972. He earned
all-MIAA honors in baseball in 1958 and
football in 1959 and was honorable mention
in basketball in 1959 and 1960. He also ran
track and played a season of golf.

1968 world championship, hitting his fifth
grand slam of the season in the sixth game of
the World Series and driving in the tie-breaking run off Cardinals’ pitcher Bob Gibson in
the seventh game. He hit .264, knocking 21
home runs while leading the Tigers in RBI
with 90 during the magical 1968 season.

Samuel Cornelius Sr.

He also was an active member of the College’s
Affiliate Artist Program and participated in the
development of the Programs in the Park series.

Among his survivors are two sons, Samuel R.
Cornelius ’76 and Mark Cornelius ’76, and two
daughters, Esther Cornelius ’77 and Katherine
Cornelius ’81, plus a brother and a sister.
He was predeceased by his wife, Elizabeth
Cornelius, in 2000. Memorials are designated
for the Alma College Symphony Orchestra.

www.alma.edu
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In memoriam

Mrs. Gretchen Wilson Goggin ’36, formerly
of New Haven, died May 8, 2011, in Alma
at age 96. Mrs. Goggin and her twin sister,
Gretah Wilson Cant ’36, were the only cohomecoming queens in the school history.
She retired after many years as an elementary
school teacher in the Alma Public Schools.
She was a member of St. Mary’s Catholic
Church and enjoyed reading, gardening,
watching sports and playing cards. Among
her survivors are two sons, daughter-in-law
Tincy Shue Goggin ’76 (part time faculty),
and grandson Christopher Goggin (part time
faculty). She was predeceased by her husband,
Edward Goggin ’36 in 1974, and her twin sister, Gretah, in 2008.
Mr. Herbert Garrett Peters ’38 died April 24,
2011, in Rochester at age 95. Mr. Peters was
a life-long resident of Rochester, graduating from high school in 1932, receiving his
bachelor’s degree from Alma in 1938 followed
by his master’s degree from Wayne State
University. After serving as a first lieutenant
during WWII, he taught in the Rochester
Community Schools until his retirement in
1981. He also was the statistician for the football team for 36 years and official basketball
scorekeeper at the school for 25 years. He
was inducted into the Rochester High School
Athletics Hall of Fame in 2006. Besides teaching, he worked as a sports reporter for the
Detroit newspapers, The Oakland Press and
The Rochester Clarion. He was fascinated with
history, eventually leading him to become
A Son of the American Revolution. He also
was a member of the National Education
Association and the Rochester Elks #2225. He
married Madeleine A. Vignier in France, her
native land, and they were able to spend over
64 years together. Among his survivors are his
wife; three children, including Congressman
Gary Peters ’80; one sister; eight grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
Mrs. Shirley MacGregor Maurice ’44, formerly of Cayuga and Auburn, New York, and
Detroit, died Oct. 1, 2009, in Syracuse, N.Y.,
at age 86. Mrs. Maurice was an office manager
at General Products in Union Springs. She
was an avid golfer and was club champion
and tournament director at Dutch Hollow
Country Club. She also was a member of the
bowling 600 club. Among her survivors are
two daughters and a granddaughter. She was
predeceased by her husband in 1985.
Mrs. Marjorie L. Hathaway Penner ’44, formerly of Pontiac, died June 12, 2011, in Alma
at age 88. She married Edwin D. Penner ’42
in 1942. Together they raised three sons and
one daughter who survive them, along with
many grandchildren. She enjoyed camping

36

accents

with her family, fishing, reading and crafts.
She was predeceased by her husband of 61
years in 2003.
Mr. H. Max Murray ’46, formerly of Holt,
died May 11, 2011, in Portland, OR, at age 88.
He attended Alma College for one year before
WWII broke out, and he left to enlist in the
U.S. Navy. He was sent to Port Heueneme
in California where he met his wife, Mary
Jean. After the war, they married at Mount
Tabor Presbyterian Church in Portland in
January 1946 and settled at the University of
Oregon to complete his degree in education
and later his master’s in education. They had
five children, including twin boys. He taught
mathematics but also loved coaching high
school sports, sharing his personal values on
teamwork. He assumed high school vice principal responsibilities at Benson Polytechnic
and Franklin in Portland, followed by three
years as high school principal in Sonoma, CA
(1966-69) and 13 years as principal of R.A.
Long High School in Longview, WA (196982). He and his wife returned to Portland in
1982, sharing their strong Christian values as
deacons at their church, and Max continued
his community service in Kiwanis. Many of
their later years were spent at Hearthstone
at Murrayhill in Beaverton, as his extended
family grew to include seven grandchildren
and one great-grandson. His love of growing
roses, like his Dad, brought him pleasure in
retirement.
Mr. Russell DeClarke ’47 died April 3, 2011,
in Traverse City at age 89. He is survived by
a daughter, a son and two grandsons. He was
predeceased by his wife.
Mr. Fred W. Linton, Sr. ’47, formerly of
Portland, OR, and Spanaway, WA, died May
3, 2011, in Tacoma, WA, at age 90. Mr. Linton
was involved in the V-12 military program
at Alma College in the 1940s. He taught in
Puyallup schools for 16 years and substituted
in the surrounding areas for nine years. He
also served as the District Scout Executive
for the Boy Scouts and was an active member
of the Kiwanis Club and the Good Sam RV
Club. Among his survivors are his wife of 56
years, Dorothy; a son and daughter; six grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
Mr. Bruce E. Burgoyne ’48, formerly of
Benton Harbor, died Feb. 23, 2011, in Dover,
DE, at age 86. After 20 years of combined
service in the Navy, Army and Air Force as
an intelligence officer, he retired. He continued as a civilian employee for six more years.
Mr. Burgoyne was an esteemed translator
of more than 40 documents relating to the
American Revolutionary War and was sought
out by scholars around the world. He was

awarded the Gold Good Citizenship Medal
by the Delaware chapter of the S.A.R. in 2006.
Among his survivors are his wife of 41 years,
Dr. Marie Marple Burgoyne; three sons; a
granddaughter; and nephew and a niece.
Mr. Lyle R. Northrup ’48, formerly of
Breckenridge and Cape Coral, FL, died
Jan. 26, 2011, in Starke, FL, at age 85. Mr.
Northrup was in the V-12 Program at Alma
College and served in the Navy during
WWII and the Korean War, retiring as a
Commander. After his Navy retirement, he
worked as a roofing contractor and was a
member of the American Legion. Among his
survivors are his wife, Ellen Northrup; a son
and daughter; two stepsons and a stepdaughter; six grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; and five siblings, including Dr. Richard
H. Northrup ’52.
Dr. R.G. Curtiss Jr. ’49, formerly of Lansing,
passed away July 10, 2011. He proudly served
during WWII as a Navy SeaBee stationed
in the Philippines. When he returned he
graduated from Alma College and went on
to receive his medical degree in 1957 from
Chicago College of Osteopathic Medicine.
“Doc” enjoyed teaching medical students
at MSU and selflessly served the Lansing
community as a physician until retiring in
2002. He was awarded the Walter F. Patenge
Medal of Public Service in 1995 by the MSU
College of Osteopathic Medicine. Dr. Curtiss
was preceded in death by his loving wife and
best friend of 49 years, Irma Jane (Howison).
Among his survivors are two daughters, one
son, eight grandchildren, nine great-grandchildren and one granddog.
Mr. Gerald W. “Jerry” Oliver ’49, formerly of
Jackson, died May 29, 2011, in Traverse City
at age 85. He graduated from Traverse City
High in 1942. A veteran of World War II,
he enlisted in both the Canadian RCAF and
the U.S. Army Air Corps. After discharge he
enrolled in Alma College. In 1950, he married Jane Ann Zimmerman, also a veteran of
World War II in the WAC. Mr. Oliver spent
his entire life in the construction industry,
starting as a “go-for” and timekeeper for a
Detroit contractor during the summer of 1938
at the age of 13. One of his personal highlights
was that he worked on the North Approach
causeway to the future Mackinaw Bridge
in 1942 at the age of 17. During the 1950s
he was involved in building Early Warning
(Dew Line) radar site housing and supporting facilities across the Upper Peninsula and
northern Michigan. Mr. Oliver also adapted
refined management tools used to help building projects for the Department of Interior. In
1972 he was elected president of the Michigan
Contractors and Suppliers Associations while

serving as the Northern Michigan Chapter
President. In 1976, he was elected national
president of ABC National, representing more
than 18,000 construction firms with chapters
in 48 states. For the past 30 years he was
engaged in real estate development as well
as building custom and multifamily homes,
motels and condos throughout northwestern
Michigan and the Upper Peninsula as owner
of Zimmerman Construction Company. He
was also involved in fiber-optic site work and
building for AT&T. Mr. Oliver is survived by
three sons, and a brother.
Mr. Vernor Duane Blough ’51, formerly of
Hastings, died April 24, 2011, in Largo, FL,
at age 82. Mr. Blough served in the Air Force
during the Korean War from 1951-55. He
was a Mason, member of Clearwater Lodge
#127, Scottish Rite Tampa and Egypt Temple
Shriners. Mr. Blough was a retired executive vice president of Prime Mark Financial
Corporation in Clearwater, FL. Among his
survivors are a son, daughter, three granddaughters, and a sister. He was predeceased by
his wife of 53 years, Edith Blough, and a sister.
Rev. John Rogers Tolly ’51 died March 31,
2011, in Niles at age 88. He was a retired minister of Baptist Churches in Michigan. Among
his survivors are his wife, and four children.
Mr. John L. Harrison ’52, formerly of Adrian
and retired personnel director for General
Motors Corporation, died April 14, 2011, in
Port Orange, FL, at age 84. He is survived by
his wife, two sons and a daughter.
Mr. Ronald W. Stolz ’59, formerly of Mason
and Ithaca, died March 30, 2011, in Raleigh,
NC, at age 78. He graduated from Mason
High School in 1949 where he was a decorated multisport athlete. He served his country
in the U.S. Air Force. He spent three years
in Japan during the Korean War where he
set a record of 40-0 pitching in the military
baseball league. He was part of a fire-rescue
squadron at Yokota AFT and was gravely
injured when a B-29 bomber exploded during
rescue operations. He recovered and returned
to the United States where he attended Alma
College and was a pitcher for the Scots. He
went on to serve as a graduate assistant at the
University of Arizona and received a master’s
degree from Central Michigan University in
1972. Mr. Stolz spent many years working in
government at the local, state and federal levels, serving on many boards and committees,
including 10 years of service on the Gratiot
County Board of Supervisors. His government
work culminated with his years of service
as Congressional District Liaison for U.S.
Representative Al Cederberg. He then became
an auctioneer and real estate broker and part

owner of New Horizons Realty in Alma. He
was an avid hunter and fisherman, operating
a charter fishing boat on Lake Michigan for a
time and wrote an outdoors column for several newspapers. Mr. Stolz spent his last years
enjoying life on Kerr Lake in North Carolina
near his three children, including William
Stolz ’83. He also is survived by brothers,
Dennis Stolz ’55 and Stanley Stolz ’59; a
nephew, Danial Stolz ’79; 11 grandchildren;
one great-grandchild and former wife. He
was predeceased by a brother.
Mr. Donald P. McLane ’62 of Marysville died
July 4, 2011 in Saginaw at age 71. Mr. McLane
was a graduate of Mayville High School class
of 1958 and attended Alma College. He and
his wife Berniece celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in August 2010. He worked
for Harvard Industries (Trim Trends Inc.) for
40 years and was plant manager of Mayville
Molding and Snover Stamping Co. Mr.
McLane was currently serving on the Human
Development Commission Board and Region
VII Area Agency on Aging Advisory Council,
and was on the Tuscola County Board of
Commissioners (16 years), Tuscola Behavioral
Health System Board, Michigan Works
Thumb Area Consortium Board, Dispatch
Authority Board, Senior Services Advisory
Council, Liaison to Family Independence
Agency Board, Liaison to Board of Public
Works, Liaison to Road Commission,
Charter Member of Mayville Jaycees, Charter
Member of Mayville Lions Club, Volunteer
Fireman Mayville Fire Department (16 years),
Village of Mayville Trustee and the Mayville
Downtown Development Authority. Mr.
McLane is survived by his wife Berniece,
two sons, a daughter, six grandchildren, one
brother and one sister.
Mrs. Naarah Crawford Thornell ’63 died
March 21, 2004, in Boston, MA. Among
her survivors are her husband, Robert W.
Thornell ’63; two sons, a daughter, five grandchildren and a brother.
Mr. Thomas J. “Tom” Plowman ’64, formerly
of Perry and Ponto Lake, MN, died May 1,
2011, in Tucson, AZ, at age 69. He experienced a 35-year career working in the automotive industry, first as a sales manager for a
manufacturing company that sold chemicals
to the Big Three; during the 1970s he owned
a Ford dealership in Portland, MI; and he
sold vehicles in northern Minnesota. He also
was a sales manager of Ercoa Pontoons and
a salesman at Ace Hardware and Lumber
in Hackensack, MN, before retiring in 2007.
Winters were spent in Arizona; he enjoyed
playing golf and shooting trap, and he had
become a certified firearms safety instructor.
Each fall, he and three Michigan friends met
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at the log cabin they built in Big Bay, MI, for
a week of reminiscing. He was a member of
the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity and served
in leadership capacity in many organizations over the years. Among his survivors are
his wife, Sally Swanson Plowman ’64; a son
and daughter; brothers John Plowman ’71
and James Plowman ’81; nephew David L.
Plowman ’00; and mother-in-law, Dorothy
Swanson. He was predeceased by his parents,
Thomas H. Plowman ’39 and Gene Lewis
Plowman ’40, and father-in-law, Dr. Robert
D. Swanson, former president 1956-80.

Mr. Richard D. “Rich” Skinner ’66, formerly
of Alma, died April 24, 2011, in Holt at the
age of 66. Mr. Skinner received his BA from
Alma and his MA from Vanderbilt University.
He and his wife, Bonnie Labadie Skinner
’66, were married for 43 years and served in
full-time ministry with Campus Crusade for
Christ for nearly 40 years. Among his survivors
are his wife; three children and spouses; nine
grandchildren; and his siblings, Charles “Ted”
Skinner ’63 and wife Sharon Parker Skinner
’63, Mary Skinner Sexton ’68 and husband Ron
R. Sexton ’68 (Trustee), and John Skinner ’72.
He was predeceased by his parents, Charles E.
’39 and Alice Bronson ’38 Skinner.
Rev. David S. Morrow ’68, formerly of
Philadelphia, died May 9, 2011, in Holland
at age 64. After Alma College, Rev. Morrow
continued his education at Princeton
Theological Seminary. He earned a Master of
Divinity degree in 1967, followed by a Master
of Theology degree in 1975. His first call
as a Presbyterian minister was as an associate pastor at First Presbyterian Church, Fort
Lauderdale, FL. He then served churches
in Florham Park, NJ; Indianapolis, IN; and
South Bend, IN. Rev. Morrow retired on June
15, 2008, and moved to Holland where they
attended First Presbyterian Church. He and
his wife, Janet, were blessed with two sons,
and with great pride, he performed the marriage ceremony for both sons. Throughout
his ministry, Rev. Morrow was known for
his thoughtful sermons, strong visions, commitment to social action and ministry, and
devotion to the Presbyterian belief system. His
personality was characterized by kindness,
an infectious laugh and gracious strength in
pastoral ministry. Among his survivors are
his wife, two sons and daughters-in-law, two
grandchildren and a sister.
Ms. Donna Miller Ghean Batelaan ’70,
formerly of Detroit, died April 5, 2011, in
Boynton Beach, FL, at age 62. After attending Alma College, she received a B.S. in history from the University of Illinois and her
master’s in education from Florida Atlantic
University. She worked for the School Board
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of Palm Beach County. Despite multiple
physical disabilities, she knew no limitations.
In 1979 she founded Action Mobility in Lake
Worth. When her husband retired from IBM,
he worked alongside her, expanding Action to
the largest medical equipment/van conversion
business in Palm Beach County. Her favorite saying was, “Get over it,” which was her
lifelong commitment of being a positive influence to all those she encountered. She was
involved in Kiwanis International for many
years where she was the first woman to hold
the office of governor for the State of Florida.
Among her survivors are her husband of
nearly 38 years, Dave Batelaan; her mother; a
sister and brother; and many friends.
Mr. Michael B. “Mike” Sullivan ’70, formerly of Ionia and Centreville, died April 21,
2011, in Kalamazoo at age 63. Mr. Sullivan
graduated from Centreville High School in
1965 and continued his education at Alma
studying chemistry, physics and philosophy.
It was there he discovered his love of journalism, working as production manager at
the school newspaper. He then worked for
Himes Printing at State College, and in 1981
he bought and operated The Centre Democrat
Paper in Pennsylvania. After moving back to
Centreville in 1987, he worked at LaGrange
Publishing until 1991. He then became a tax
consultant, working for H&R Block in Three
Rivers until 2010. He enjoyed reading, computers, designing Web sites, railroad research
and photography. Among his survivors are his
wife, Deborah Sullivan, and a son.
Mr. Gary P. Oltz ’71, formerly of Saginaw,
died May 1, 2011, in San Jose, CA, at age 62.
He graduated from Arthur Hill High School
in Saginaw in 1967 and earned a Bachelor
of Science degree from Alma College in
1971. He worked for Westinghouse in North
Carolina and then took a job with IBM in San
Jose. His last job was a hazardous chemicals
engineer for IBM. He is survived by a brother.
Mr. Walter A. “Skip” Remter ’73, formerly of
Detroit, died April 14, 2011, in Marietta, GA,
at age 59. Mr. Remter was a CPA and recently
retired as the director of audits for Fulton
County. He loved fishing, sailing and cooking.
Among his survivors are his wife, two sons,
his mother and sister.
Mr. Michael R. Asiala ’81, formerly of Hart,
died April 14, 2011, in Bay City at age 51
following a brief illness. After receiving his
bachelor’s degree from Alma College, Mr.
Asiala graduated from the Institutes for
Organizational Management at the University
of Notre Dame. He was manager at the
Midland Area Chamber of Commerce from
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1981-88, president of the Bay Area Chamber
of Commerce until 2002, and served on the
board of directors for the Michigan Chamber
of Commerce for two years. He was an
accomplished athlete in his youth and played
both baseball and basketball at Alma; he was
also an avid golfer with a single digit handicap. He and his wife, Jessica, operated the
Van Buren Street Theatre in Bay City where
he was an accomplished actor with a passion for comedy. Among his survivors are his
wife; two daughters and their mother, Laura
Wonacott Asiala ’83; brothers, David Asiala
’82 and Jonathan Asiala ’88; and sister, Kristen
Asiala ’86.
Dr. Stephen J. Hatch ’86, formerly of Saginaw
and Fort Wayne, IN, died June 24, 2011, when
his plane crashed in Charlevoix. His wife,
Kim, also died, and son Austin was injured.
Dr. Hatch, age 46, attended school in Saginaw,
Alma College and Wake Forest University in
Winston-Salem, NC, where he earned a doctorate in medicine. He was a pain management
specialist in Fort Wayne. He is survived by his
son and parents. He was predeceased by his
first wife, Julie, and two children who died in a
plane crash in 2003.
Mr. Michel A. Cameron, friend and supporter,
formerly of Alma and Saginaw, died April
14, 2011, in Gaylord at age 74. Mr. Cameron
was well known in the Michigan oil and gas
business having worked for McClure Oil in
Alma prior to joining Ward Lake Energy and
its successor firm EnerVest in Gaylord. He
was president of the Michigan Association
of Professional Landmen in 1967. While in
Alma, he was active in the First Presbyterian
Church and performed with the Gratiot
County Players and in the annual Highland
Festival. He was honored to serve as the
grand marshall of the festival parade and took
great pride in his ancestry. He also was elected
Alma City Commissioner in 1975 and served
on the Gratiot Community Hospital Board of
Trustees. Survivors include two brothers. Mr.
Cameron provided for Alma College in his
estate plans.
Dr. William A. “Bill” Fishbeck, friend and
supporter, died April 4, 2011, in Traverse City
at age 85. Born on a farm outside of Alma,
he served in the U.S. Army from 1943-1946
and was in the 71st Infantry Division as mortar squad leader in a rifle company and saw
combat in France, Germany and Austria. He
was stationed in Germany at the end of the
war and chose to stay behind and help feed
the German people before being discharged.
Following the war, he attended General
Motors Institute (now Kettering University)
1946-1951 with the help of the GI Bill and

received his BME degree in 1951. He also
attended MSU and the University of Michigan
Medical School. He practiced family medicine
in Traverse City from 1958-1972. In 1972 Dr.
Fishbeck moved his family to Midland, where
he began practicing occupational medicine
for the Dow Chemical Co. He transferred
to Lake Jackson, TX, in 1981 where he was
the medical director for the Texas Division
of Dow Chemical until 1985. From 19851986 he was corporate medical director for
Dow Worldwide in Midland as well as the
wellness director for all of Dow. He was an
elder in the Presbyterian Church in Traverse
City, Midland and Lake Jackson and sang
in their church choirs. He was president
of the Munson Hospital medical staff and
president of the Traverse-Leelanau-Benzie
Medical Society. In 1984-1985 he was the
president of the Texas Occupational Medical
Society. While living in Midland he served
on many boards and organizations. He had
many activities in his retirement and served a
variety of causes. Dr. Fishbeck discovered the
Senior Olympics and won numerous medals on the state level in basketball and bicycle
racing. He participated in three National
Senior Olympics, winning a gold medal for
basketball the first year it was a medal event.
He was a generous and loving husband,
father and friend. Among his survivors are
his wife, Eleanor; a daughter and son; two
grandchildren; and nieces and nephews. He
was predeceased in death by his wife of almost
40 years, Susan; parents, Fenton and Esther
Smith Fishbeck ’15; and three siblings, including Richard Fishbeck ’43.
Sir George Shearing, former trustee 1980-87
and famous jazz pianist, died Feb. 14, 2011,
at age 91 in Manhattan, NY. Dr. Shearing,
blind since birth, had been a superstar of the
jazz world since a couple of years after he
arrived in the United States in 1947 from his
native England with wife and daughter. The
George Shearing Quintet’s first big hit came
in 1949 followed by a string of hits both with
and without his quintet. Shearing’s bebopinfluenced sound became identified with a
quintet-piano, vibes, guitar, bass and drums,
which he put together in 1949. He also performed classical music beginning in 1952
with well-known orchestras. He traveled and
gave concert tours all over the world, performing twice at the White House for dignitaries. He remained active well into his 80s,
releasing a CD called “Lullabies of Birdland”
as well as a memoir, “Lullaby of Birdland,”
in early 2004. In 1999, he was honored at
an 80th birthday celebration at Carnegie
Hall, and in 2007, Shearing was knighted by
Queen Elizabeth II for his contribution to

music. Dr. Shearing was a good friend of former Alma College President Oscar Remick,
and while a trustee at Alma, gave a benefit
concert in Detroit on Feb. 14, 1982. Among
his survivors is his wife, Ellie.
Mr. Michael L. Sweeney, former coach, died
May 13, 2011, at his home in Hubbard Lake.
Mr. Sweeney coached men’s tennis 1972-78
and men’s basketball 1975-76; he also was
assistant football coach during that time at
Alma College. He was inducted into the Alma
College Hall of Fame in 1985. He is survived
by his wife, a son, a grandson and granddaughter, and two sisters.
Mr. Wilfred L. Was, a retired Ford Motor
Company engineer, died April 7, 2009, in
Wyandotte; his wife, Mrs. Kathleen M. Was,
formerly of Dearborn, died April 14, 2011, in
Chelsea. Mr. and Mrs. Was were members of
the First Presbyterian Church of Dearborn
for more than 50 years, and they provided for
Alma College in their estate plans. Both Mr.
and Mrs. Was were active in community service where they received the “1999 Volunteer
Couple of the Year” award from the City of
Dearborn. They are survived by a daughter,

Sally Was Mills ’72, two sons, three grandchildren and one great-grandson.
Dr. Frank Wassenaar, friend and supporter,
died May 3, 2011, at his home in Alma at
age 88. He graduated from the University
of Detroit Dental School in 1951 and started
his first practice in Holland, MI. In 1952, he
moved to Alma and practiced dentistry for
53 years before his retirement in 2005. He
enjoyed practicing with his daughter and
son-in-law and was well loved and respected
by his patients and the community. He was a
member of the First Presbyterian Church and
enjoyed singing in the choir. The Alma-St.
Louis Rotary also was a special involvement
for him, serving as president, song leader, and
participating in the Rotary student exchange
program. Other involvements were Alma
Masonic Lodge, Pine River Country Club,
Otsego Ski Club and Crystal Golf Club. He
enjoyed spending time and sailing at Crystal
Lake, making jewelry, gardening and making
mats and picture frames for his wife, Dottie.
His friends and family will fondly remember
his positive view of life and gentle manner.
Among his survivors are his wife, a son, two
daughters, four grandchildren, and four sis-
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ters. He was predeceased by a brother and a
granddaughter. Alma College was included as
a memorial designation for Dr. Wassenaar.
Rev. William F. Whitledge, friend, died May
3, 2011, in Hudson, FL, at the age of 83.
Rev. Whitledge received an honorary doctor of divinity degree from Alma College
on June 12, 1971, for service and leadership
to his church and community. Originally
from Henderson, KY, Rev. Whitledge
was a WWII Navy veteran, a graduate of
Evansville College in 1950 and McCormick
Theological Seminary in 1953. After completion of his Master of Divinity and ordination, he was called to serve Presbyterian
churches in Albion and Livonia, retiring
for the first time in 1988. He was also active
in the Presbytery of Detroit, the Synod of
Michigan and the Synod of the Covenant.
Rev. Whitledge and his wife, Virginia, relocated to Hudson where he again became
active in the ministry of churches in that
area. In 2007, at the age of 80, he retired for
the second time. Among his survivors are a
son, daughter, two grandsons and a sister. He
was predeceased by his wife in 1997.
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Alma Accents and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days.
Please use this form to send your news about promotions, honors, appointments,
graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old
Alma College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos. If you would like former classmates to contact you, include your contact information. The content of Alumni News is the responsibility of the editor.
Name: ____________________________________________ Class Year: _________ Maiden Name: ____________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________ Telephone: _______________________

City: ____________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ E-mail: __________________________
Please include my: ___ Address

___ Phone

___E-mail

Alumni notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________		
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Return to: Alumni Relations Director, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599

Alumni notes can also be submitted online at <www.alma.edu/alumni/notes>

www.alma.edu

39

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 979
Lansing, Michigan

614 W. Superior St.
Alma, MI 48801-1599
(989) 463-7111
published for alumni, parents
and friends of alma college.
please recycle accents and pass
it on to a prospective student.
change service requested

something
to tweet
about!
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For a complete sche
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visit us on the Web!
www.alma.edu/alum
ni/homecoming
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