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NOT JUST ACCESS,
BUT SUCCESS

ntering college freshman across the nation get
the red-carpet treatment every fall.

This is true at Alma. Orientation week is a wonder
of developmental education, with first-year seminars,
social interaction workshops, community service outreach, a traditions dinner and a myriad of other creative
activities focused on student involvement.
We recognize the key truth that students who are most
successful — the first level of success being graduation
in four years — form the patterns that make them
successful early in their academic experience. It’s true as
well that students who make deep connections in their
first months in college, whether to faculty, staff or peers,
are most likely to continue on to graduation.
Additionally, many colleges, including Alma, give
focused attention to the senior year. At these colleges,
students have the opportunity to work one-on-one with
a faculty member on a senior “capstone” project that
will help bring coherence to the previous three years.
But in shaping the welcome and the capstone, what
about the middle years? Can we better shape the entire
college experience in order to help students thrive to
graduation and beyond? The answer is YES.
At Alma, we are developing a four-year developmentally sequenced student plan that helps students “see”
the path to four-year graduation. Named the “Alma
Commitment,” this four-year partnership between the
college and its students will offer enhanced experiences
outside of the classroom that prepare them for their
post-graduate goals. With each stage of the journey,
students will develop knowledge and skills that lead to
increased self-sufficiency and independence.
The student “touch points” along the way will focus
on declaring an academic major, selecting an applied
experience that provides context to their classroom
experiences, preparing for graduate school and careers,
and developing the skills required for their professional

lives such as communication and leadership.
These opportunities for growth supplement
but will not replace one-on-one guidance
from their faculty advisor.
We know from studies like the National
Survey for Student Engagement that high
impact practices such as study abroad,
internships, independent study, community
service and research lead to improved student outcomes. Many students seek out these
out-of-classroom experiences, but not all.
Some students think they cannot afford an
off-campus experience, or they don’t know
how to identify opportunities and incorporate them into an already full schedule.
So our four-year student plan will include a
funded applied experience coordinated by a
new office — the Center for Student Opportunity — that has been designed and staffed
to assure that each student can identify an
opportunity that will most effectively enhance the academic program. Students will
be eligible in their junior year for a $2,500
Alma Venture grant in support of an applied
learning experience like an internship, summer research project, study abroad, or other
off-campus study experience.
Many alumni talk about how their college
experience included learning experiences
that changed their lives. Our goal is to make
these kinds of opportunities available to all
students to give them a head start to postgraduate success. Our mantra must be “not
just access, but success.”

Jeff Abernathy
President

President
Abernathy can
be reached
several ways:

TYPE: abernathyj@alma.edu
MESSAGE: facebook.com/almapresident
TWEET: twitter.com/jeffabernathy
CLICK: www.alma.edu/about/offices/president
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mission
Alma College’s mission is to
prepare graduates who think
critically, serve generously, lead
purposefully and live responsibly
as stewards of the world they
bequeath to future generations.
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Medicinal chemistry breakthrough
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THE STRATEGIC PLAN: PART III
The Alma College Strategic Plan 2012-2017 includes objectives
that reduce impact on the environment even as the college
builds a sound basis for financial stability into the future. This
includes the cultivation of philanthropy and engagement among
all Alma College constituents as well as building on connections with the City of Alma and surrounding region. This issue of
Accents focuses on the third component of the Strategic Plan:
“Creating a Sustainable Campus and Community.” See page 10.
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CAMPUS NEWS

Like
WE ASKED:

Do you have an Alma
squirrel story to share?
YOU SAID:
Sarah Anderson: I had a squirrel run into my legs
once. It was magical.
Samuel Joseph Capasso III ’06: The squirrels of
Alma College are a peculiar sort. I saw one with
an ice cream sandwich once.

>>

Alma College, home of the squirrels? If you have been on campus, then you
know just how much our squirrels are adored — the students have even started a
“Squirrel Club” to reinforce that appreciation. Above, a student says good morning
to one of our many furry-tailed residents. Photo courtesy of Tirrea Billings ’16

Karen Foote Carman ’92: I remember a huge
snowstorm in the early 90s. Squirrels walked
right along with the students on the plowed sidewalks, less afraid of people than getting swallowed up in the deep snow.

CAMPUS NEWS

Health Symposium
In November 2012, leading experts in cardiovascular medicine discussed
critical issues related to hypertrophic cardiomyopathy, the leading cause
of sudden cardiac death in young athletes, at the first Alma College
Health Symposium, sponsored by the Integrated Health Studies Institute. Health professionals and school administrators from across Michigan attended the symposium, which is intended to be an annual event.
Visit www.alma.edu/health-symposium to learn more.
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10-YEAR
ENROLLMENT GROWTH

CAMPUS NEWS

Record enrollment means more faculty
Accommodating Alma’s growing enrollment has necessitated
the addition of several new faculty positions. To meet curriculum
needs, the college has added six new
full-time faculty positions and seven
full-time replacement faculty; these

13 individuals represent Alma’s
largest number of new full-time
faculty in at least three decades.
Alma’s fall 2012 enrollment of 1,464
— the largest number of students
in Alma’s history — represents a

3.3 percent increase over 2011 and
surpasses the previous high of 1,447
students enrolled in 1995. The entering class of 487 new students — 435
first-years and 52 transfers — shattered the previous high of 458 in 2008.

CAMPUS NEWS

Chinese students visit
Alma College signed a cooperative
agreement with a high school in
China that will lead to the development of programs to enhance
the English-language proficiency
for Chinese students and teachers
and create new opportunities for
Alma students.
The program lays the groundwork
for long-term increases in Alma’s
international student enrollment,
says President Jeff Abernathy.
“Alma College has made international recruitment a priority,”
says Abernathy. “We know that
an Alma education will be a great
benefit to these students, as their
presence at Alma will make for a

richer educational environment for
all Alma students.”
The agreement, signed Sept. 21, is
with Dalian University of Technology Affiliated Senior High School,
or SMD, a government-approved
international education program
provider in Dalian, a major city
of 6.1 million people in Liaoning
Province in Northeast China.
A group of 12 SMD students and
administrators visited Alma Sept.
20-23. The students took campus
tours, sat in on college classes,
interacted with Alma students,
visited area businesses and ate
dinner as guests at President Abernathy’s home.

>>

Top: Chinese students take their first campus tour with Admissions
team member, Rugelio Ramereiz ’10. Bottom: Members of the
delegation from China explore a local hobby shop.

www.alma.edu
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CAMPUS NEWS

GOING

BACK

IN TIME
HOMECOMING 2012 IN PICTURES

1-Alumni went “Back to the Future” in style
this year thanks to a DeLorean that was
donated for the day. It quickly became a
favorite among parade attendees.

2-Members of the Kiltie Marching Band take
on a different role during their show.

3- Alumni and faculty meet up to share memories in front of the Smith Alumni House.

4- The Scots in action!
5- President Abernathy passes out candy to
some wee Scots on the parade route.

6- Members of the Alma College Pipe Band

circle up before their performance during
the game.

7- Alumni pose next to the DeLorean that was
on campus for this year’s theme of “Back
to the Future.”

8- Nancy Gallagher ’80 speaks with a student
during the Career Explo event.

9- This year’s King and Queen: Daniel May

’13 of Frankenmuth and Chelsea Duff ’13
of Marlette.
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Like

Did you go
“Back to the
Future” with
us? How was
the trip down
memory lane?
Alumni respond
to Homecoming
2012.
YOU SAID:
Ed Osowski ’87: It was great
seeing everyone! So happy I
made the trek back to Alma!!
Thanks for the fun weekend!
Dale Nester ’75: I am so proud
of my Alma College roots.
David Hajek ’87: Very awesome weekend all the way
around...
Amanda Ewing ’11: Wish I was
there! Happy Homecoming
Alma. : )

www.alma.edu
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ALUMNI NEWS

Exhibiting at ArtPrize
At the 2012 ArtPrize event in Grand Rapids, more than 1,700 artists created
entries. A handful of Alma College alumni, including Renee Willoughby ’11,
were among those whose artwork was showcased.
“It was incredible to be a part of such a dynamic and interactive celebration
of fine art,” says Willoughby. “Just the engagement alone and knowing how
much exposure there was felt empowering and encouraging, both adjectives
that are sometimes hard to feel as an artist.”
A graphic designer located in Ann Arbor, she says her Alma experience has
given her encouragement to try grandiose things – like entering the world’s
largest art competition.
Alma 2011 alumna, Renee Willoughby, displayed
2012 ArtPrize entry titled “Glorified Innards.”

>>

“Alma enabled me to acknowledge that big things can come from small
places, and that my voice may be one of many, but it’s my own. And that
voice is valuable.”

Renee Willoughby ’11

Amanda Cruickshank ’11

Sara Mullen ’91

Darnel Williams ’02

Chele Pippin-Reagh ’96

“Glorified Innards”
revolves around internal
struggles that are very often
suppressed or discarded in
normal life.

“Porthole of Scottish Identity”
was taken in Edinburgh
after steps toward Scottish
independence took place. It
represents her watching her
ancestor’s country change out
a porthole.

“Abstract Reflections”
is a collage of four
canvases that represent
this moment in time in
her life.

“Twelve Tables of
Nations” is an image of
the “tree of life” with
the appearance of a
willow tree of three main
branches.

“How Lovely is Your
Dwelling Place” is her
exploration of the beauty
of God’s residency in the
hearts of his people and in
the wonder of his creation.

Medium: Oil on canvas

Medium: Mixed Media

Medium: Printed Canvas
with chains, leather, bones
and wood
http://tinyurl.com/reneew

Medium: Digital Photography

Medium: Mixed Media Encaustic
http://tinyurl.com/smullen

http://tinyurl.com/amandacr

with other mixed medium

http://tinyurl.com/chelepr

http://tinyurl.com/darnelw

CAMPUS NEWS
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Book receives
state history award

perfund Citizens Task Force, the book examines
corporate irresponsibility and civic engagement.

The Historical Society of Michigan presented
a 2012 State History Award to Alma College
Professor Ed Lorenz for his book, Civic Empowerment in an Age of Corporate Greed. Inspired by
a decade of involvement with the Pine River Su-

According to the society’s news release, “This
book is history at its best. It not only provides
analyses and conclusions about historical events,
but it offers communities facing similar situations a blueprint for action.”

For more information on the Alumni and
Friends Trip to Scotland, visit the Web at:
www.alma.edu/alumni/involved/travel

ALUMNI NEWS

On the road to Scotland
Political Scientist Britt Cartrite leads an Alumni and Friends Trip to Scotland that includes visits to
the country’s top attractions as well as a study of Scotland’s independence movement.
This summer’s 10-day
Alumni and Friends Trip to
Scotland is more than just a
vacation tour. It is a chance
for alumni to experience a
Spring Term-type educational venture all over again.

The trip scheduled for June
17-26 is the Alumni Office’s
first foray into travel tours.
The goal is to create an experience that incorporates lifelong
learning, says Lou Ecken, director of alumni engagement.

“The trip is a shortened version of my Scotland Spring
Term class,” say Britt Cartrite, associate professor of
political science. “It’s a way,
I hope, of engaging alumni
in current teaching. It’s also
an exciting time in Scottish politics. Getting alumni
interested in Scotland and
what our students are learning is exciting.”

“We are very fortunate that
Dr. Cartrite will lead our first
tour, share his knowledge of
Scotland and include some of
his Spring Term class activities,” says Ecken. “Scotland is
a natural first trip for us, but
we want to expand to other
places in the future. This is
a wonderful opportunity for
alumni who have never been
to Scotland.”

The trip begins with a
guided tour of Edinburgh,
including visits to Edinburgh Castle, home of the
Scottish Crown Jewels, and
the Palace of Holyrood, the
queen’s official residence in
Edinburgh and former home
of Mary, Queen of Scots.
Other trip destinations
include St. Andrews, Dunrobin Castle, Orkney Islands,
Loch Ness, Isle of Skye and
Armadale Castle.
“Dr. Cartrite also will try to
arrange a tour of the Scottish
Parliament and access to one
or more of Scotland’s politi-

cians,” says Ecken. “When we
think of Scotland, we think
of bagpipes and the highland
arts, but Dr. Cartrite will talk
about how varied the Scottish
culture really is.”
He also will raise awareness of the independence
movement in Scotland and
the political landscape as
the country moves toward
a possible referendum seeking independence from the
United Kingdom.
Alumni are still able to register pending space availability.
— MIKE SILVERTHORN

www.alma.edu
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CREATING A

The third section of the
Alma College Strategic
Plan 2012-2017 includes
objectives that reduce
impact on the environment even as the college
builds a sound basis for
financial stability into
the future. This includes
the cultivation of philanthropy and engagement
among all Alma College
constituents as well as
building on connections
with the City of Alma and
surrounding region.

SUSTAINABLE
CAMPUS and
COMMUNITY

ANONYMOUS GIFT: $1 MILLION
‘SHOWS DEEP COMMITMENT’
TO ALMA’S MISSION
Major commitments
support strategic plan
Alma College continues to
receive major commitments
from alumni and friends.
In November 2012, the college received a $1 million gift
from a donor who wished to
remain anonymous. The gift,
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according to Carol Hyble, vice
president for advancement,
was designated as unrestricted,
meaning it can be used for the
greatest need as determined by
the college.
“This is a thoughtful gift that
shows a deep commitment to
the mission of Alma College,”
says Hyble. “These very gener(continued on page 11)

creating a sustainable
campus and community

(continued from previous page)

ous individuals realize the value of an Alma
education and made a gift of this magnitude to
ensure the college’s continued strength.”
Other major gifts support campus enhancements, scholarships and academic programs.
• Since 2010, the college has received a series
of four $250,000 gifts from The Rollin M.
Gerstacker Foundation for renovations and
the addition to the Eddy Music center.
• Katherine “Kay” Reebel, a friend and longtime supporter of the college, provided estate
gifts totaling $540,000. Ms. Reebel, who died
in February 2011 at age 102, was an elder in
the Presbyterian Church and a professor at
the University of Michigan for many years.

• Gifts totaling $333,266 from Robert and
Sally Davis were used to establish the
Robert G. and Sarah E. Davis Endowed
Scholarship. Robert and Sally’s daughters,
Mary ’81 and Martha ’84, graduated from
Alma College.
• A $383,000 anonymous foundation gift was
designated for the education department.
In addition to cultivating a culture of philanthropy, the Alma College Strategic Plan
includes measures that support increased
alumni engagement in social, career service
and admissions activities and events.
— MIKE SILVERTHORN

OBJEC TIV E:
“We will cultivate a
culture of philanthropy
and engagement among
all constituents of Alma
College. Students, alumni,
friends and employees will
celebrate and support this
mission with their money,
time and skills.”

THE STRATEGIC PLAN

Q&A with Dave Buhl,
vice president for business affairs
Dave Buhl ’79 joined the Alma College administration in May 2009 as
vice president for business affairs.
The former Barlow Trophy winner
oversees the business office, human
resources, information technology,
facility services, auxiliary services,
dining services, and campus safety
and security.
He also crafts and monitors the
college’s $60 million budget — a
somewhat daunting task that has
its specific challenges particularly
during economic downturns. He
recently responded to our questions.

How do you approach the
task of managing a college
budget in challenging times?
The biggest change is our
move to monitoring and
budgeting our cash liquidity.
In addition to our standard
budgeting process, we have
added the step of ensuring
we never let a liquidity problem enter into the picture
with all the uncertainty in
the world today.
(continued on page 12)

>>

Dave Buhl ’79 serves up some spicy chili to a staff member
during a chili cook-off.

www.alma.edu
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THE STRATEGIC PLAN

(continued from previous page)

How do you align the goals of the
strategic plan with the development
of a 10-year budget model?
I have a very talented staff in the business office. By talking through those
items that we feel must be captured in
our working model, they have the skills
to translate that into a computer-based
model. Together, we put words of the
plan into numbers we can monitor.
What are the financial benchmarks
that are most important in assessing
the college’s strengths?
Most small colleges have gotten into
trouble by taking on too much debt. One
key measure we have is our debt burden
ratio, which we set at a low-to-moderate
level to keep this from happening to our
college. Additionally, we look at our
standard ratios of liquidity, debt coverage and asset/liability ratios.

What are some new initiatives that
support the college’s financial stability into the future?
I would emphasize the creation of the
10-year strategic model, the strategic
cash flow summary and the new quarterly reporting created for the Board of
Trustees, which provides transparency
into the college’s spending so the Board
can be better informed and make stronger contributions to our success.
Describe some of the college’s sustainable efforts and how they have
affected the bottom line.
When you have a very old physical plant
and old lighting designs, we have not had
to be ultra creative to make a big difference. We are sticking with tried and true
technologies like LED lighting, high
efficiency water heating, insulation, CO2
sensors and variable speed air handlers to
reduce usage. We have had real success,
dropping our costs and, most importantly,

our carbon footprint by a little over 20
percent in the past three years. That is
measured in hundreds of thousands of
dollars saved each year.
What is the status of the college
endowment?
The endowment hit an all-time low in June
2009 following the national financial crisis.
Since that time we have made steady gains
and are once again over the $100 million
mark. The Board investment committee
has done a wonderful job in the last three
years re-thinking our investment policies.
As the college’s chief financial officer,
what gives you the most pride about
your alma mater?
Knowing that we have a tradition of
ensuring that the college will not only be
here for future generations, but that the
college will be better in the future because
of constant improvements in programs,
academics, students and our alumni.
— MIKE SILVERTHORN

O BJ E C T I V E:
“We will strengthen the college’s finances measurably in
key areas to assure financial stability into the future.”

creating a sustainable
campus and community

Students devoted to environmental issues
Alma Innovative Alliance tackles campus recycling
Students for a Sustainable Future, Alma College’s
student organization devoted to environmental issues,
recently spread its wings to embrace a bigger cause:
sustainability as a whole, and a smaller name: Alma
Innovative Alliance. The new group will focus on
business practices, community interactions and campus
life, says member Zach Jacques.
“While protecting our environment for future
generations is a large part of sustainability, it also
involves fostering long-lasting relationships between

the college and the community,” he says. “We also
want to encourage sustainability-based thoughts
and practices among the student body: What are the
ramifications of this action in the future? If everyone
had similar habits, what would the world be like?”
In the spirit of carrying out this mission, Alma Innovative Alliance’s most recent undertaking is the
college’s recycling plan. Recycling bins are located in
residence halls and academic buildings. Confusion
remains when it comes to what items can be recycled,
(continued on page 14)
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THE STRATEGIC PLAN

creating a sustainable
campus and community

O B J E C T I V E:

Top: An artist’s rendering of the plan for the historic Ammi Wright Opera House.
Bottom: The restoration is underway. Here the crew inspects original brickwork in the cornice.

>>

“We will assist our city
of Alma—where we aim
to create a seamless
environment between
the downtown and the
campus—as well as
communities across midMichigan in order to help
our region thrive in the
decades to come.”

THE OPERA HOUSE PROJECT
Alma College’s partnership with Kurt Wassenaar will
help revitalize downtown Alma, preserve community history, and provide a solution to student housing needs
The historic Ammi Wright Opera House in downtown Alma has
survived wind, storm and fire in the
more than 130 years since it was originally constructed.
Even though the 55,000-square-foot
building on the corner of State and Superior streets, across from the popular
Pizza Sam’s, was gutted by fire in 2010,
the structure has proved hardy, thanks
to the quality workmanship of its original builders. Representatives from the
National Historic Trust have, in fact,
called the Alma Opera House one of
the best-preserved buildings in the state.
Thanks to Kurt Wassenaar, an investor
committed to revitalizing the downtown
Alma business district, the Opera House
is undergoing major renovations that

will restore its historic features while
providing new retail opportunities on
the ground floor and student apartments
on the second and third floors.
For Alma College, the residential space
addresses a major need as the college
seeks to grow to 1,700 students.
“This is an opportunity to leverage the
presence of the college for the benefit
of the downtown,” says Alma College
President Jeff Abernathy. “Working
together with investors and community leaders to place student residents
downtown is beneficial long-term for
both the college and the community.”
Discussions with community leaders
about placing students downtown began before the 2010 Opera House fire,

though the fire hastened the planning,
says Abernathy.
“For both the city and college to thrive,
we must look at the resources we already
have instead of waiting for resources that
may never come,” says Abernathy. “College students are the likeliest resource for
downtown living.
“As a college, we are committed to a
sustainable future,” he says. “That’s
why we do not plan to build new freestanding residence halls on campus.
The city of Alma has beautiful buildings downtown; let’s use them.”
The student housing arrangement
is part of a leasing agreement with
Wassenaar, a Virginia architect who
purchased the Opera House following
the 2010 fire intending to restore the
building to historic detail and quality.
A native of Alma, Wassenaar is
(continued on page 14)
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(continued from page 12)

however, says Jacques, a sophomore
from Dryden.

Recycling tonnage is currently being
tracked. If the college’s recycling program proves to be successful, Jacques
says he is hopeful that Alma can
compete in RecyleMania, a competition and benchmarking tool for college
and university recycling programs to
promote waste reduction activities to
their campus communities.
— ELLEN DOEPKE

creating a sustainable
campus and community

OB J E C T I V E :
“We will emphasize
environmental sustainability
in our core educational
work as well as in all of our
decision making as a college.
We will ensure that building
projects are developed
with the environmental and
economic sustainability of
the campus and broader
community as priorities.”

>>

“Recyclables are collected and deposited on campus and then hauled away
and recycled by a contracted firm
that accepts glass, tin, mixed plastics,
cardboard and paper,” he says. “There
is a common misconception that only
#1 and #2 plastics are taken, though,
so we’re working on correcting this.
In the near future, we also would like
to expand the mixed recycling to all
buildings on campus.”

Kurt Wassenaar discusses the Opera House project with an Alma staff member.

The ground floor will accommodate seven
retail bays, including a laundry. Waspresident of Wassenaar Design Group, an
senaar also hopes to attract a grocery shop,
architecture, planning, engineering and
a coffee/lunch café with outdoor seating,
development company.
and a bistro-style dinner restaurant.
Wassenaar is transforming the building’s
“Having grown up in Alma literally four
upper levels into residential units and
blocks from the Opera House, I always
support spaces for about 55 Alma College
admired the beauty of the building and
students while creating 18,000 square feet
its construction,” says Wassenaar. “It is
of retail space on the ground floor. The
worth saving because it is a significant
building will have a
piece of Michigan history. It
catering kitchen, elevawas one of the first mertor, sprinkler system
cantile buildings in central
“Having
grown
up
and fire stairs.
Michigan.
in Alma literally
In recent months, confour blocks from “We are renovating the
struction workers have
building as a National Trust
the Opera House, Project, which imposes some
reinforced the walls
with steel beams, reI always admired costs and extra care, but it’s
stored the masonry and
it,” says Wassenaar.
the beauty of the worth
exterior brickwork, and
“It’s important to preserve
installed a new roof,
building and its
small town America. It’s the
floors and windows. If
right thing to do.”
construction.”
construction stays on
Ammi Wright played a
schedule, the apartsignificant role in both the
ments will be completfounding of Alma College and the early
ed in August 2013, with students moving in
development of the town of Alma. The
at the beginning of the fall semester.
connection excites Wassenaar.
“The residential apartments will have
“This project couldn’t happen without
private rooms with big windows grouped
both the college and community workin suites with kitchens and bathrooms,
ing together,” says Wassenaar. “Dr.
much like the Wright Hall model,” says
Abernathy’s vision to engage the city and
Wassenaar. “The Opera House space
bring students into the fabric of the city
itself will be restored essentially as a large
is important. I’m very excited about this
living room — a multipurpose space that
partnership with Alma College.”
can hold up to 150 people for studying,
presentations or events.”
(continued from previous page)

— MIKE SILVERTHORN
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GREAT
SCOTS
AT WORK

Recent headlines have reported the grim news:
Young college graduates are facing one of the
toughest job markets in the nation’s history. Yet,
many Alma grads have positive experiences to
share — they can be found working and studying
in a broad spectrum of fields. We asked some recent graduates where they’ve landed since graduation, how they got there and to offer some jobseeking advice to this year’s graduating seniors.

GREAT
SCOTS
AT WORK

Young alumni share their success stories
COMPILED BY MIKE SILVERTHORN

Erica Adams ’12
Major: Business administration with emphasis in
accounting
Job: Assurance/Audit Staff,
Plante and Moran, PLLC,
Ann Arbor

DID YOU KNOW?
Alma College’s
early acceptance
agreement with
the Michigan State
University College
of Human Medicine
recognizes the College’s strengths in
science and health
education. The
agreement reserves
two admissions slots
per year for Alma
College pre-medical
graduates.
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Job responsibilities:
As an assurance/audit staff
member I am placed on
a variety of engagements
with different clients, and I
assist my engagement team
in finance statement audit
procedures. I also assist with
tax return preparation on the
tax side of my job.
How did you get your current job? By attending the
Alma, CMU and GVSU job
fairs. Also, e-mailing Alma
alumni and asking for advice,
having lunch with them and
just asking questions — it
gets your name out there in a
positive way.
What do you love about
your job? The people I
work with and the variety
of jobs I get. Working for a
regional firm, I get to audit
many sections of the financial statements, and I have
learned a great deal about
different business industries.
My schedule is not always the
same every day; one week I
will be in the office and the
next with a different client —
it keeps me on my toes.

How do you keep up in
your field? I ask my mentor
as many questions as possible, observe managers and
partners as they interact with
clients, read tax law articles
and new audit findings, and
try to build my toolbox to be
the best that I can.
Advice for young job
seekers: Be aggressive and
persistent. Alma College has
given you great all-around
skills that become very
handy in the “workingworld.” Learn how to market yourself as a graduate of
a “liberal arts” education and
how it is an advantage. Be
aggressive in networking as
much as possible — even if
it is just a quick phone call
— and attend larger schools’
job fairs. Also, use the career
office as a resource.

to do my best to make sure
they are respectful and grow
into respectable citizens of
this great nation.
How did you get your current job? I got this job by
applying online. However,
there were more than 600
people who did the same
thing. Luckily I was able to
find an Alma connection
through the football coaches
as well as through a former
teacher here who was able to
put in the good word for me.
What do you love about
your job? Those future citizens, though they are only 14
or 15, are what I love about
my job. I’ve been blessed immensely with a good group
of kids, and while sometimes
they stress me out more than
most other people I’ve had
the pleasure to work with,
they are a blast to work with
and talk to every day.
How do you keep up in
your field? I go to numerous
professional development
conferences as required by
my district. They give me
lots of great, innovative ways
to teach, and they really help
direct my lesson planning.

James “Jamie” Young ’11
Majors: English and mathematics for teaching
Job: Full-time English
teacher at East Lansing High
School and football coach
Job responsibilities:
I teach English I and II and
a Literacy Workshop, so like
all teachers, I’m in charge
of creating engaging lessons
with challenging assignments
that will expand students
beyond what they think they
can achieve. That and I have

Advice for young job
seekers: They say it’s not
what you know, it’s who you
know, and while I believe
you DO have to be truly
qualified to get a job like
this (I actually had to teach a
lesson as part of my interview), taking advantage of
the surprising large network
of Alma grads is a huge
plus. So ask around and see
if you know somebody who
knows somebody who knows
somebody who works at (or
used to work at) where ever
you are applying. Alumni
are always willing to help
out, even if it means reaching out to that third degree
of separation (as was the case
with me).

GREAT SCOTS AT WORK

Maricat Eggenberger ’11
Majors: Business administration and communication
Job: Event Manager, Ann
Arbor SPARK, Ann Arbor
Job responsibilities:
I organize, coordinate and
market monthly entrepreneurial events to the Ann
Arbor area. In addition, I
manage Ann Arbor SPARK
sponsorships and partnership events including the
Annual Collaboration for
Entrepreneurship event in
January and the Accelerate
Michigan Innovation Competition in November.
How did you get your current job? I interned with
Ann Arbor SPARK the summer before my senior year at
Alma and was lucky enough
to start as the first event manager at Ann Arbor SPARK
shortly after graduation.
What do you love about
your job? I love working
with entrepreneurs! Having
the opportunity to work with
start-up companies and see
their success and be a part of

it is a one-of-a-kind experience. I also love that each day
of work and each event is
different.
How do you keep up in
your field? I keep up in my
field by reaching out to other
organizations to learn how
they are running their events
and marketing to their entrepreneurs and stakeholders. I
also keep up by attending local events to learn about new
marketing tools available
to connect with community
members and improve our
outreach.
Advice for young job
seekers: Networking is
incredibly helpful, especially
networking with alumni. Not
only will networking help you
learn about jobs that may not
be posted, but it will remind
alumni that you are looking.
Also, try networking through
LinkedIn if there aren’t
alumni nearby that you can
meet up with for coffee. Always ask for suggestions and
advice — people are happy
to share their experience and
tips, especially Alma alumni!

Angela Flynn ’12
Major: Communication,
with minors in English and
dance.
Grad school: Magazine
writing program at New
York University’s Arthur L.
Carter Journalism Institute
How did you get your current grad school position?
I took the GRE, since you
need to submit scores from
that exam to get into many
graduate programs. My
intention was to apply to a
few grad schools, but in the
end, I only applied to NYU. I
was notified in February that
I was one of their potential
candidates for the program,
so I called the program director and had a short discussion
with her. In March, she called
to tell me I was accepted.
That was definitely one of
the most exciting phone calls
I’ve ever received!

DID YOU KNOW?

94%
of Alma College’s
2011 graduates
reported working
in full-time positions or attending
graduate school
within six months
of graduation.

What do you love about
grad school? I love that I
get to practice journalism in
New York City. The number
of magazines here is unbelievable, and the opportunities are
www.alma.edu
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(Angela Flynn continued)

really endless. I also love the
faculty in my program.

DID YOU
KNOW?
The Center for Student
Opportunity at Alma
College provides career
assistance to students
from the time they first
enroll through graduation. Staff members
offer guidance in exploring career interests
and options, preparing strong application
documents, building
interviewing and networking skills, and in
conducting internship,
job or graduate school
searches. Online
resources are available
as well as individual
appointments, workshops and feedback by
e-mail, and post-graduate support.

How do you keep up in
your field? I keep a planner, and I put things into
my calendar. I also talk to
my professors and pay close
attention to corrections I
receive. Criticism is important to me because it pushes
me to work harder next time
and to not make the same
mistake twice. Also, I am
always trying to find creative
ways to write stories. In such
a competitive field, creativity
is extremely important and
something that makes you
stand out from the crowd.

What do you love about
your job? Every day is a new
challenge and a new learning
opportunity, and I love that.
I also love knowing that I’m
using my skills and education
in public service. And I love
that it’s in Washington, D.C.,
a fantastic city full of history
and culture.

Hannah Ropp ’10

Advice for young job
seekers: Don’t be afraid to
reach out! Use your college,
your fellow alumni, your
contacts from internships and
volunteer work. Use your
Greek networks, whether
they’re social, professional, or

Job: Economist, U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commission, Washington, D.C.

accents

How did you get your current job? I applied online
through the federal government’s job search portal.
After a series of interviews
and background checks —
and, of course, mountains of
paperwork — I started work
in September 2010, about five
months after graduation.

Advice for grad school
applicants: Definitely visit
the grad school ahead of time.
Sit in on a class and talk with
the professors. I went to NYU
in October before I applied,
and I found that as I spoke
with the director a couple
times after that, she always remembered my visit. You want
them to remember you. Also,
make sure they know you
really want to be in their program. Just because you aren’t
a 4.0 student, doesn’t mean
that you won’t get into the
school you want. I never had a
4.0, but I always had a passion
for journalism, and if you let
the college know that you love
the program, you admire the
faculty, and you’re willing to
work hard, you will help your
chances of getting in.

Majors: Double majors
in economics and business
administration
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Job responsibilities: My job
involves research and analysis
on derivative market microstructure, as well as support
for CFTC programs and
procedures such as enforcement of market regulations,
financial reform initiatives
and financial education.

How do you keep up in
your field? I read. A lot. The
work that is being done in
finance and economics right
now is fascinating and so
very relevant. At the CFTC,
we have the opportunity to
interact with some of the
country’s most influential
financial economists as we
strive to better understand
the underpinnings of our
financial system and apply
that knowledge to market
regulation and enforcement.

honorary. Use social media.
I remember asking total
strangers with interestingsounding jobs on LinkedIn
how to format my cover
letters, what to include on
my CV, and what to say in an
interview. Don’t settle for less
than what you want. I know
it’s tough out there right now,
but it’s okay to say ‘no’ to a
position that isn’t right for
you. Don’t get discouraged!

Andrew Schaar ’11
Major: Exercise and Health
Science
Grad school: College of
Human Medicine at Michigan State University. I will
graduate with an MD degree
in 2015. My next two years
of school will be clinical rotations at Munson Hospital in
Traverse City.
How did you get your current grad school position?
I was accepted to medical
school through a lot of help
and guidance from the
EHS staff — Dr. Ball, Dr.
Anderson, Dr. Davis and Dr.
Luetkemeier. I think coming
from a small school with an
excellent educational reputation helped make me more
competitive for admission as
well as participating in collegiate athletics.
What do you love about
grad school? I like the challenge of the medical school

GREAT SCOTS AT WORK

(Andrew Schaar continued)

curriculum and the opportunity to someday help others
who need medical care.
Advice for grad school
applicants: Find something
you are passionate about and
that reflects your character
and do everything in your
power to make that a reality.

Lauren Haines ’12
Major: Athletic training.
Job: Lead Personal Trainer,
Midland Community Center
in Midland, Mich.

be. You must be willing to
continue to research these
things, dig through the hype
and find the facts.
Advice for young job
seekers: Always act in ways
that you are proud of. You
never know who you may
come across that can get you
into a job or in contact with
someone else who can get
you a job. Life is all about
the people you know and
what people have to say
about you. And never forget
… employers talk.

am in charge of coordinating
all of our regionally sponsored
auto shows.
How did you get your current job? I applied for the
position within the graduate
program and went through a
series of interviews including
my final panel interview at
our corporate headquarters
in Herndon, Va.
What do you love about
your job? I am really excited about the opportunity
to experience so many different departments and

Job responsibilities: I
am the person a client will
initially call to work with a
personal trainer. I use the client’s information to set them
up with a personal trainer.
Aside from working with
clients, I continuously set up
and promote new personal
training programs available
to the public, among many
other duties.
How did you get your current job? I started working
the floor at the fitness center
and then became a personal
trainer. I continued to strive
to do more and obtain more
clients, and then applied for
the lead personal trainer role.
What do you love about
your job? I love being able to
use the knowledge I have to
better others. I enjoy the challenge of making exercising
fun and rewarding for people
who normally would not
think that way.
How do you keep up in
your field? You always have
to be willing to learn. New
ideas are always coming
around about the “best” way
to work out, lose weight,
tone, or whatever it may

Samantha LaChance ’12
Major: Business administration with a minor in environmental studies
Job: Region Operations
Analyst, Midwest Region,
Volkswagen of America,
Rosemont, Ill.
Job responsibilities: My position is part of Volkswagen’s
Graduate Program. During
the next two years, I will be
rotating through all of the different regional departments,
which include network development, marketing, sales, distribution, after sales and used
vehicle sales. Currently, I am
in my marketing rotation and

positions within such a
short period of time. Also, I
am happy to be working for
a company like Volkswagen
whose products are so well
recognized and well loved
by our customers.

DID YOU KNOW?
Alma College’s teacher
preparation program
is rated “exemplary”
by the Michigan Department of Education.
The annual review
analyzes student pass
rates on the Michigan Test for Teacher
Certification, surveys
of student teachers
and their supervisors,
program completion
rates, diversity in enrollment, and whether
schools are preparing
teachers in high need
subject areas.

How do you keep up in
your field? I start my day
by checking in with several
news sources. I also receive
a digital news briefing
every morning that gives
updates about all of the
Volkswagen Group of
America brands and the
auto industry in general.
Advice for young job
seekers: One of the best
pieces of advice that I received

www.alma.edu
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(Samantha LaChance continued)

DID YOU
KNOW?

was the importance of understanding and embracing the
strengths and qualities that set
me apart from my competition, and to highlight them
when filling out applications
and participating in interviews. With such a competitive job market, it is important
to understand and effectively
convey the qualities that you
will bring to your future employer. Also, be patient and try
to enjoy the experience!

Stephen Schlaack ’12
Majors: Double majors in
business administration and
theatre and dance

DID YOU KNOW?
Alma College graduates have extraordinary placement
rates into medical
and law schools.
Alma’s 84% placement rate into medical school compares
to a 46.3 % national
average. Alma’s
placement rate for
law school is 86.9%,
compared to a 66.8
% national average.
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Job: Administration Apprentice, Cleveland Play House,
downtown Cleveland.
Job responsibilities: I
am involved in all financial
and management aspects
of Cleveland Play House.
Budget development, strategic
planning, community partner
relations and board relations
are my four main categories
of focus. I regularly travel
with the managing director to
conferences to discuss current
issues in our community, opportunities for collaboration
with other organizations, etc.
How did you get your
current job? I went online,
found a list of every regional
and professional theatre in
the United States and applied to every one. Within
the next few months, I
received offers of full-time
positions from many small
theatre companies, as well
as offers of apprenticeships
at some larger theatres. The
Cleveland Play House was
my first choice — a choice
that I do not regret one bit.

What do you love about
your job? Everything. The
incredible staff has become
like a family to me. We all
share a bond that is our love
for the theatre. This shows in
the all-staff meetings where
we meet and greet with the
professional actors, directors
and designers that are brought
in from all over the world.
How do you keep up in
your field? I subscribe to
the few theatre industry
magazines that are available.
My most useful resource,
though, is the surprising
number of daily blogs put
out by theatre professionals
in the United States and the
United Kingdom.
Advice for young job
seekers: In this economy,
you must be driven. There
is no such thing as applying
to too many jobs. There is
nothing wrong with utilizing
family, friends, or event acquaintance connections. Get
your name out there as best
you can, and someone will
eventually recognize it. And
always apply for jobs that
interest you.

ing and implementing solutions for government clients
within the metro D.C. area.
How did you get your
current job? By networking with current Accenture
employees who were alumni
of CICS.
What do you love about
your job? The amazing
people I get to meet and
work with everyday and
the ability to build my own
career path.
How do you keep up in
your field? By participating in training opportunities
provided by Accenture and
educating myself through
online courses and research in
order to stay up to date on the
growing technology industry.
Advice for young job
seekers: Network, network, network! And despite
how frustrating the job hunt
can be, never give up! Keep
applying, keep interviewing
and be open and flexible to
whatever jobs come your way.
Your first job may not be your
dream job, but it will certainly
provide you with education
and experiences that will help
on your career journey.

Christine Vicari ’11
Major: Business administration. I graduated with my
master’s degree in July 2012
from Ball State University’s
Center for Information and
Communication Sciences
(CICS)
Job: Systems Integration
Consulting Analyst, Accenture, Arlington, Va. (metro
Washington, D.C., area)

Ryan Olson ’12

Job responsibilities: Working within Accenture Federal
Services, I am on a project
team responsible for develop-

Job: Personal Banker, Citizens Community Federal,
Rochester Hills

Major: Business administration with an economics major
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(Ryan Olson continued)

Job responsibilities:
I work in a variety of different aspects in banking.
Responsibilities include
opening checking, saving
and money market accounts.
At the same time I also work
with customers to refinance
their current mortgages, finance new home purchases,
and get personal loans for
cars, boats and campers and
other personal items. I also
do credit counseling/coaching to help customers get out
of debt faster.
How did you get your current job? The ACP office at
Alma College notified me of
the opportunity to interview
with an Alma alumni.
What do you love about
your job? I enjoy the interaction with customers and the
times when I am able to make
a difference in peoples’ lives.
I have the chance to educate
them on ways to get out from
underneath crushing debt, or
when I can get a family the
financing they need to move
into a new home.
How do you keep up in
your field? I read a lot of
CNN Money on my phone.
I remember learning how to
analyze articles in my classes,
and that has really helped me
stay ahead.
Advice for young job
seekers: Always get second
opinions on resumes and
cover letters, because without
those you cannot make a
good presentation of yourself.
Practice makes perfect with
interviews. It’s a long process,
so start sooner rather than
later. I began in September
of my senior year and landed
my job in May, so it really
takes time and effort. n

Why wisdom really matters
Bill Palmer teaches students about
wisdom and why it matters. He
describes wisdom as a deep knowing
that involves spirituality, reason and
emotion.
“Wisdom is being aware of joy, pain
and change and embracing all of it,”
says the Dana Professor of English at
Alma College.
Not many classes in the country
explore wisdom with undergraduate students, he says. As part of the
“Wisdom: Cool Mind Warm Heart”
class, students learn from their elders
by interviewing them at Masonic
Pathways, a long-term care facility.
While Palmer admits that he cannot
directly help his students be wise, he
can indirectly plant wisdom seeds that
other classes at Alma will water and
nourish. Life experiences help these
seeds grow, he says.

“If the course succeeds, my students
will realize wisdom does matter,” he
says. “They also will realize that college is more than receiving information. College is about what you’re
going to do with that information and
how you’re going to apply it to your
life and to society.”
Palmer notes that wisdom is not typically something many people ponder.
Through the class, his students learn
to focus on the present, to pay close
attention to nature and the beauty it
provides, and to quiet their minds
through meditation, he says.
“What you learn in class has to be
routed to real life, so students often
share meaningful personal stories
about themselves,” he says. “Wisdom
breaks barriers and creates tolerance.
Wise people aren’t afraid to be open.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

www.alma.edu
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ALTERNATIVE BREAKS:
10 years, more than
28,000 hours of service
Over the past 10 years, many Alma College students
have voluntarily devoted their academic breaks to
serving others while learning about social issues and
experiencing local culture.

Break Away, the national organization that supports the development of
alternative break experiences that inSince the first trip in 2003 to build a Habitat for Hu- spire lifelong active citizenship. Durmanity home in Boca Raton, FL more than 940 Alma ing 2011-12, Alma students provided
College students have volunteered for the alternative disaster relief, built affordable homes,
breaks program, performing more than 28,000 hours planned activities for terminally ill
of service with 31 service partners.
children, constructed wheelchair
ramps, worked on a Native American
In most cases, the students choose to spend their
reservation and assisted in afterweeklong winter break serving individuals and
communities in need, such as families who lost their school programs.
homes in hurricane-ravaged Louisiana or the urban
“The most impactful experiences
homeless at soup kitchens in Washington, D.C.
are those that take students into
cross-cultural situations, such as the
“Alternative break is a national movement on college
and university campuses that has grown through word- Once Upon a Time experience that
of-mouth by students eager to do something meaningful immerses students in the Cherokee
on their academic breaks,” says Sallie Scheide, assistant and Appalachian cultures in eastern
Tennessee, or Project Puente, an
director of the Center for Responsible Leadership.
immigration immersion experience
“These are diverse opportunities for students that
on the Mexican-Texas border in El
broaden their educational experience outside of the
Paso,” says Scheide.
classroom and inspire lifelong active citizenship,”
says Scheide. “Students serve, learn about social issues Among the most popular trips are
and then return to apply their enthusiasm for serving those that are hands-on, like disaster
relief and Habitat building projects, as
others in their local communities.”
well as projects working with youth
Last year, Alma College ranked third in the nation in and children, environmental stewardthe percentage of students — 8.2 percent — who par- ship, hunger and homelessness.
ticipated in alternative break service trips, according to
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“Students serve, learn
about social issues and
then return to apply
their enthusiasm for
serving others in their
local communities.”
— Sallie Scheide

“Our intent is for students to look
at the social issues before they leave
campus,” says Scheide.
Alma College has created several
service partnerships through the
years, such as with Habitat for
Humanity and Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, which have helped grow
the community service program
from the single 15-student group in
2003 to now offering more than 10
service trips annually with around
100 student participants.
— MIKE SILVERTHORN

CAMPUS NEWS

DEDICATED TO SERVICE
Colleen O’Toole ’08 chose to attend
Alma College not once, but twice.

>>

President Abernathy joins the alternative break team
to help build houses in Punta Gorda, Florida.

Inspired by a philanthropy class at
Alma, she took a year off between
her sophomore and junior years
of college to join the AmeriCorps
National Civilian Community
Corps (NCCC), which aims to
strengthen communities through
team-based service.
“I struggled during my freshman year to find my passion,
but I knew one thing: I felt
sure that I had been called to
service,” she says. “Upon my
return from NCCC, I was
dedicated to my studies, fell in
love with sociology, and landed
a spot on the Dean’s List.”
O’Toole, who double majored in
sociology and religious studies,
says she returned to Alma because
she knew it was a place where her
professors truly cared about her
success. She also knew she would
continue to have the opportunity
to do meaningful work.
While living in the Service
House on campus, she participated in Alpha Phi Omega,

volunteered and interned at
Habitat for Humanity.
“My Alma experience helped
define my career path,” she says.
“Whether it was in the classroom, in an old Jewish cemetery
in Poland, on a geology field
trip around Alma, or on a week
night at the library, I was able to
study topics at Alma that interested me but also were applicable
to my life outside of school.”
After O’Toole graduated from
Alma, she continued to do
service work across the country
before accepting a position as
a volunteer coordinator at a
Habitat for Humanity ReStore
in Portland, where she supports
the store’s operations.
“Working with volunteers
is more of a vocation than a
job,” she says. “I enjoy working with people from diverse
backgrounds, mentoring young
people, and helping folks get
involved in their community.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

“Working with volunteers
is more of a vocation
than a job.”
– Colleen O’Toole ’08
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Medicinal chemistry
breakthrough
“Medicinal chemistry is
a field typically reserved
for graduate programs,
but involving undergraduate students in
the drug-discovery process has proven to have
an invaluable impact on
their learning.”
— JEFF TURK

T

hree years
after receiving a
$150,000 National
Science Foundation grant, faculty-directed
undergraduate student
researchers at Alma College
have developed a molecule
that inhibits certain strains of
the human influenza virus.
The grant through the NSF’s
Research in Undergraduate
Institutions (RUI) program,
awarded in August 2009,
supported the synthesis of a
new generation of neuraminidase inhibitors that principal
investigator Jeff Turk says
could guide the future development of antiviral drugs.
“We have made significant
progress,” says Turk, assistant
professor of chemistry. “The
influenza virus spreads in the
body by an enzyme-mediated
pathway. The neuraminidase enzyme found on the
surface of the influenza virus
is responsible, in part, for the
spread of the virus. If we can
create a molecule that inhibits
the neuraminidase protein,
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we can slow or even halt the
spread of the virus.”
Turk initially designed a
series of small molecules that
were shown by computer
modeling to have the potential to bind inside the neuraminidase protein and inhibit
the influenza infection. Over
the course of the NSF grant,
Turk and his students synthesized, evaluated and modified
the molecules.
“This past summer, we
synthesized a lead compound
that has shown the ability to
inhibit the neuraminidase
enzyme by 95 percent —
meaning only five percent of
the enzyme remains active,”
says Turk. “With this accomplishment, we are now
at a jumping point in our research. Our next steps are to
build on this lead compound.
We will be seeking additional
grant funding to extend our
research.”
Not all neuraminidase proteins are structured the same,
says Turk. Research teams

across the country synthesize
and modify different molecule constructions that target
specific strains of influenza.
Alma’s lab has focused on
the H1N1 virus, commonly
known as swine flu.

ment from James Stevens,
a scientist and team lead in
the Virology Surveillance
and Diagnosis Branch of the
Influenza Division at the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

“Other labs are producing
successful molecules, but all
are different and unique in
their construction,” he says.
“When researchers publish
their findings, we all learn
about the kinds of molecules
that may be most effective.

“The ability to acquire
relevant viral strains for
laboratory research hinges on
funding; they are expensive,”
says Turk. “Dr. Stevens has
reviewed our research and
has agreed to send us modern
viral enzymes at no cost.

“Tamiflu, the prescribed
medicine most often used
now to treat most forms
of influenza, inhibits the
neuraminidase enzyme close
to 100 percent like ours, but
the concentration required
to do it is much less than
ours,” says Turk. “There is
still a lot of work to do, but
our molecule has shown the
potential of being developed
into a drug that inhibits the
virus at the same magnitude
as Tamiflu.”

“Also, we do not have the
expertise or equipment to
x-ray crystal structures of our
molecules cocrystallized with
the enzyme — a process that
produces a three-dimensional
picture of what the molecule
looks like. Dr. Stevens has
agreed to do the cocrystalization of our molecule. That’s a
major step for us,” says Turk.

Alma’s research has received an external endorse-

Turk and project collaborator Joe Beckmann, professor
of biochemistry at Alma
College, actively engage undergraduate students in their
(continued on page 25)
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research. According to Turk,
the students performed
more than 90 percent of the
actual laboratory research.
Over the course of the NSF
grant, 12 students have participated in the project, and
11 students have presented
research findings at local and
national American Chemical
Society meetings.
Beckmann assisted the
students in evaluating the
binding effectiveness and
mechanisms of the synthetic molecules.
“Medicinal chemistry is a
field typically reserved for
graduate programs, but
involving undergraduate students in the drug-discovery
process has proven to have
an invaluable impact on their
learning,” says Turk. “They
confront firsthand important questions: Why are we
making this molecule? Why
are we shaping it this way?
What are the interactions
with the targeted enzyme?
They follow the project from
inception, through synthesis,
then testing.”

Water aerobics keeps seniors mobile

Turk and Beckmann recently published an article
in the Journal of Chemical
Education titled “Resources
for an Investigative and
Sustainable Undergraduate Medicinal Chemistry
Research Program.”

Saginaw senior Taylor Boehler uses water
aerobics to research how exercise affects
the daily living of aging populations.

“The pedagogical reasons for
involving undergraduates in
this kind of research is just
as important as the scientific
output,” says Turk.

Two groups of community members
and Masonic Pathways residents were
pre-tested with performance-based tasks
such as standing, sitting and walking
up and down stairs that mimic daily
living. In order to improve their balance
and strength, the experimental group,
however, also took eight weeks of water
aerobics classes led by Boehler.

“We have made significant
progress on our research
because of the efforts of our
undergraduates students,”
says Turk. “This is a
culmination of only three
summers of work, and the
progress they have made is
very commendable.”

Saginaw senior Taylor Boehler worked
alongside Robyn Anderson, integrative
physiology and health science professor,
to work on the research project.

“I’ve had a strong passion for aging
populations since becoming a nursing

assistant at Pathways two years ago,”
she says. “Working there has helped me
understand the importance of preventing
a decline in the residents’ daily living.
Simple things like eating or bathing can
be difficult for them, so we want to keep
them mobile.”
Boehler, who received a Currie Scholarship for her project, plans to base her
senior thesis on her findings.
“I want to present the research at Honors
Day and also to long-term care facilities
like Pathways and share what I have
done directly with residents,” she says. “It
has been such a cool experience, and the
participants have already expressed that
they feel better physically since doing the
classes. I am ecstatic.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

— MIKE SILVERTHORN

www.alma.edu
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PACTING
ronmental policy
As a senior policy analyst for the EPA, Cardell Johnson ’02
audits programs, reviews internal controls and produces
reports for Congress
No one who knows Cardell Johnson
’02 is likely surprised by his success.
After all, he showed an early sign of
drive when he spent the summer between 7th and 8th grade rewriting the
city of Detroit’s charter constitution.

When Johnson visited Alma as a
high school junior, the small campus
appealed to him. He attended a
small high school and wanted that
same personalized attention. Alma
delivered, he says.

“I knew from a young age that I
wanted to work in the public sector,”
he says. “Growing up in Detroit miles
away from toxic waste sites, I always
was aware of environmental issues.
When I got to Alma and learned
about the Pine River, my interest was
sparked even more.”

“On my campus visit, I had the
opportunity to speak to Dr. Lorenz,
who took my e-mail address and
kept in touch with me,” he says. “I
was promised that I would be able
to work closely and get to know my
professors at Alma, and I did. I still
keep in touch with Dr. Lorenz to
this day and consider him a mentor.”

Johnson majored in political science at
Alma College with an emphasis in environmental policy and international
development. He says he was only able
to do this because of the flexibility of
Alma’s academic programs.
“I could pitch an idea to a professor and turn it into an independent
study,” he says. “I did at least seven
independent studies, so I was really
able to tailor my major to my interests. I even took an environmental
literature course.”

In 2008, Johnson began working at
the United States Environmental
Protection Agency in the Office
of the Chief Financial Officer.
Now, he works in the Office of the
Inspector General, where he is on
the chief of staff. His responsibilities include auditing programs and
policies, performing internal control
reviews and producing semi-annual
reports to Congress.

“Being able to see the impact of my
work is very important to me, and
I’m lucky to have had the opportunity to see it with every job I’ve held in
government,” he says. “I had always
hoped that I would be in this high
of position, but you never think it’s
going to happen to you. You think it
only happens in the movies.”
Johnson, who was appointed to the
Alma College Board of Trustees in
2012, directly credits his Alma experience with preparing him for the
important work that he does. Alma
taught him to dig in and get down
to the core of issues in order to create
effective change, he says.
“I really appreciate how Alma taught
me how to investigate and how to ask
questions,” he says. “This helps me
with my work today. Participating in
Model United Nations also helped me
conduct research and strengthened
my public speaking skills. Now, I’m
always asked to present.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

www.alma.edu
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‘Nike is like Alma
in that if people
think you’re a good
person, they’ll take
a chance on you’

A passion for “all things French” led Ed Osowski ’87 on an eye-opening global journey
As an international business and
French double major at Alma
College, Ed Osowski ’87 fulfilled
a dream when he stepped onto a
plane for the first time and studied
abroad in France for a semester.
“I developed a passion for all
things French while growing
up in Sandusky, where French
was the only language offered
to study in school,” he says. “I
dreamt of going there, and when
I finally did, it was a wonderfully eye-opening experience for
a 20-year-old living in a city of 10
million people.”
Since that semester abroad, Osowski has visited France roughly a
dozen times. Throughout graduate
school and his professional career,
he also has studied, lived and
worked abroad in Belgium and
England, among other countries.

Now settled in Portland, Ore.,
he is a global process manager at
Nike. Though he started his career
at the multinational corporation in finance, he has held and
transitioned to positions in other
functional areas. The ability to
do this reminds him of his Alma
experience, he says.

“I went on a campus visit not
knowing or expecting much, and
everyone was so friendly and welcoming,” he says. “I think it says a
lot that I still am in touch with so
many people from Alma.”

Osowski also easily reflects on the
meaning behind his time at Alma.
Because it’s a small campus, he was
able to really get to know his fellow
students and form deep, long-lasting relationships with them, he says.

tage Center, resident assistant and
president of Alpha Mu Gamma.
I did things I wouldn’t have
normally done, and I did things I
wouldn’t have been able to do at
larger universities.”

At Alma, Osowski also valued the
liberal arts education, which he
says taught him the value of learn“Nike is like Alma in that if people ing, helped him strengthen critical
think you’re a good person, they’ll thinking skills and exposed him to
take a chance on you,” he says.
a diverse number of opportunities.
“There’s a great sense of team
“The biggest opportunity at Alma
here. A lot of people say this about was being able to be involved in
their company, but I find that it
so much,” he says. “In addition to
rings more true here. I am lucky to playing in the jazz band, I was a
be at Nike.”
box office manager at the Heri-

— ELLEN DOEPKE
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ATHLETICS NEWS

NEW WEBSITE,
SAME SCHOOL SPIRIT

<< Left: Bob
Devaney during
his Nebraska
years. Below:
George Allen
while serving on
the President’s
Council on
Physical Fitness
and Sports.

Visit GoAlmaScots.com

Alma College athletics, in partnership with PrestoSports, has
launched a new website — GoAlmaScots.com — that is home for
news, information and video highlights on the Scots’ 23 intercollegiate athletic teams.
“Our design team worked diligently to create a website that appeals
to student-athletes, but yet complements the values and character of
Alma College,” says Mike Hanson, sports information director.
The new athletics website provides fans, parents, alumni and media
with access to press releases, team rosters and schedules, video highlights, live statistics and photos as well as mobile and social media applications, says Hanson. The site also provides access to the D3Sports
network of sites — D3soccer.com, D3football.com, D3hoops.com
and D3baseball.com.

ALUMNI BRIEFS

Hall Of Famers
Two notable alumni, Bob Devaney and
George Allen, were recently inducted into
the Michigan Sports Hall of Fame.
Devaney, a 1939 graduate of Alma College,
became one of the greatest coaches in
collegiate football history. In his 11 years as
head coach at Nebraska, Devaney produced
11 winnings seasons with two national
championships. He was inducted into the
Alma College Football Hall of Fame in 1981.
At Alma, he played end and was the Scots’
Most Valuable Player in 1938.
Allen attended Alma College in the 1930s
though he transferred to Marquette
University and later Eastern Michigan
University. Inducted into the Pro Football Hall
of Fame in 2002, Allen enjoyed a successful
National Football League coaching career,
including stints with the Los Angeles Rams
and Washington Redskins.
— MIKE SILVERTHORN

<<

Above: The student-created pieces at the base of the sculpture Momentum in front of the
renovated Hogan Center were the inspiration for the new icons used as navigation at the top of
the site. Tabs are used to sort team stats and schedules . Scrolling banners and images help bring
attention to featured stories and information.

www.alma.edu
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Alumni Golfers
Former Scots golfers Jim Goodrich ’70, Ed Blugerman ’70 and Jim
Blugerman ’72, along with friend Herb Black, pause on the Swillcan
Bridge at The Old Course, St. Andrews, Scotland in May 2012.

UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS
Please visit http://events.alma.edu/ for additional campus events!
February 11: Alumni and Friends event — Albuquerque, NM
February 12: Alumni and Friends event — Phoenix, AZ
February 15: Alumni and Friends event — Naples, FL
February 16: Alumni and Friends event — Tampa, FL
February 17: Alumni and Friends event — Orlando, FL
February 18: Alumni and Friends event — Ft. Lauderdale, FL
February 25: Choir Performance and Reception — Mt. Carroll, IL
February 26: Choir Performance and Reception — Kalamazoo
February 27: Chicago In-City Interview Trip Reception
February 28: Choir Performance and Reception — Grand Haven
March 3: RESONANCE: A Celebration of the Performing Arts
			 DeVos Hall, Grand Rapids
March 17: St. Patrick’s Day 5K Run/Walk and Parade — Bay City
March 23/24: Relay for Life at Alma College
April 20: Commencement at Alma

ALUMNI NEWS

Festival
of Carols
The live Web stream of
the Dec. 9 Festival of
Carols concert attracted
more than 1,400 views
from around the world.
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ALUMNI GREETINGS

Creating a
sustainable
campus and
community

A
> > S T AY
C ON N E C T ED!
If you have recently moved to a
new location, had
a change in employment and wish
to become involved
with the alumni
in your region,
simply contact the
Alumni Office at
1-800-291-1312
or alumnihouse@
alma.edu for more
information.

s we consider the ways to
make Alma sustainable as
a college and community,
we also consider ways to make
alumni programming sustainable. Alumni programs need
to be meaningful and valuable,
as we carefully allocate our
resources. Our office is constantly
tasked with the decisions of value
comparative to cost.
So what makes programming
valuable? Three criteria come to
mind quickly for me: Providing
direct service to the community
and world around us, offering opportunities for continued
professional development, and,
while more difficult to measure,
presenting chances to network
both socially and professionally.
Alumni programs also must
reach a reasonable number of
alumni and friends to justify the
time and money invested.
We will always plan events that
are just plain fun and afford
a place to reconnect with old
friends, while meeting new
friends. We also are working
to get to various corners of the

country to reconnect with alumni
in locations we haven’t reached
in a while. However, some additional efforts in the pipeline
include kicking off an educational alumni travel program with a
trip to Scotland this summer as
well as efforts to develop some
alumni and friends group service
opportunities both locally and
nationally. As we celebrate 10
years of alternative breaks on our
campus this year, it will be special
to start a tradition of bonding
among alumni groups that have
the opportunity to volunteer
together.
As much as we have fun brainstorming and implementing
ways to connect or reconnect
with you, it is important that we
get your input as well about the
types of alumni programming
that would be meaningful to you.
Please let me know if you have
ideas that you would like us to
consider as we move forward.

Lou

Lou Ecken ’95
Director of Alumni Engagement
alumnihouse@alma.edu
facebook.com/almacollegealumni
www.alma.edu/alumni
(989) 463-7245

DO YOU
LOVE ALMA
COLLEGE?

DO YOU USE
FACEBOOK?
If the answer is yes to
both, you can now show
your support on your Wall!
Get your Donor Badge at
www.alma.edu/donate

www.alma.edu

31

alumni notes
1951

ALUMNI BOARD
President - Dana (Grant) Catania ’95
Vice President - Devon Anthony ’09
Past President - Jeffrey Leestma ’78
Secretary - Alisha (Majszak) Baker ’02
Chris Ahn ’98
Brian Bartes ’87
Virginia (Cloutier) Blandford ’02
Bree Brownlee ’04
Robyn (Paige) Carr ’04
Thomas Davey ’07
Dave Devine ’90
Duffy Duncan ’72
Barb (Loomis) Greer ’61
Dale Greer ’65
Lisa Knowles ’94
Robin Lewis ’78
Tom McGuire ’08
Bill McHenry ’83
Jan (Knapp) Merz ’75
Martha (Hubbard) Miller ’90
Adriana (Rasche) Phelan ’92
Jesse Ramirez ’09
Krista (Schroeder) Ried ’94
Kay (Ecken) Schuetter ’95
Ryan Smith ’06
Gary Stano ’83
Troy Taylor ’84
Scott Timmreck ’02
Sheri Tulloch ’95
Dana Weston ’01
Elizabeth Wheat ’02
Julie Williams ’95
Robyn (Laird) Woolcock ’76
Heather (Hays) Zielinski ’97

WEST MICHIGAN ROUNDTABLE
Chair - Larry Roslund ’70
Brook Bisonet ’04
Avis Groath ’08
Paul Winter ’85
Carolyn Schultz ’84
Maggie (Taylor) Lancaster ’96
Megan Sloat ’03
Dannielle (Poulson) Rizzo ’03
Kyle Travis ’09

METRO DETROIT ROUNDTABLE
Co-Chairs - Chris Hunter ’92 and
Nancy Abney Duncan ’81

Charles Williams ’51 retired after
25 years as chair of the Skaneateles Historic
District. In 2012, he also went birding in
Panama and attended his son’s, Keith ’84,
surprise 50th birthday with all of the family
in Las Vegas. In addition, he published a
280-page book titled “Glass Cutters with a
Brief History of Flat Glass,” a culmination
of collecting 1,400 different glass cutters
from around the world.

1954

Robert Carney ’54 reports that
friends and family gathered in Crown
Point, Ind. for his 80th birthday on Aug. 17.
• Marilyn Gordon Drumm ’54 is still active
in her community and church. She gave up
the camping life and now rents a condo for
three and a half months in Florida.

1959 Gordon Snyder ’59 and wife,

1968

Richard Douglass ’68 married
Marian Horowitz of Ann Arbor on Sept.
1, 2012. They will live in Ann Arbor, share
children and grandchildren, and enjoy
a retirement life of service and teaching,
including in Ghana at Ashesi University.
Richard reports that Ashesi is the Alma
College of West Africa.

1969 Eilene Bisgrove ’69 married David Grining on Aug. 17, 2012. They reside
in Graham, N.C.
Pete Traggorth ’70 reports that
wife Karen is enjoying retirement after
more than 15 years of employment at J.C.
Penney.

1962 Barbara Taylor Emerick ’62 re-

2012 after 36 years as a social worker, 21 of
which were spent working for Kentwood
Public Schools.

ports that retirement is great! In addition to
being active in community and church, she
is involved in kayaking, watercolor painting and perennial gardening. She also is
president of the Interlochen Women’s Club.
“Living on Cedar Hedge is a little piece of
heaven. Come visit, or e-mail: barbara398@
centurytel.net.”

1963 Jody Fliegel Riddick ’63 enjoys life
1965

Rodger Blair ’65 and Charlene
Glassell ’67 retired and relocated from
Pittsburgh to Las Cruces, N.M. Rodger is
working on launching SofTechMetrics, a
writing company specializing in software
inspections. Charlene loves using Spanish
accents

1967

Renee Badertscher ’67 just realized her age and her Alma graduation year
are the same. Only happens once, so let’s
celebrate, she says.

Fran, celebrated their 52nd anniversary
in August. They live full time at their
cottage in Crystal now. They also spend
time watching their granddaughters play
volleyball and basketball for Carson CityCrystal. Gordon sings with the Midstatesmen Barbershop Chorus and reports that
life is good.

on the culture coast of Florida. She is deeply
involved in genealogy, church and sunshine.
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in the community. They visit their children
and grandchildren in North Carolina and
California as often as possible.

1970

1974 Jerilyn Brown ’74 retired in June
1975

Dan Reid ’75 and Betsy Kerr Reid
’76 celebrated their 31st wedding anniversary on Oct. 24. They are empty-nesters
with two kids in Chicago, and one in
Atlanta. All are graduates of the University
of Georgia.

1978

Peter Zours ’78 enjoys being in an
advisory position after 30 years of successfully managing his family’s company. He
moved into the city and is on the road in
Europe a lot.

1980

Michael Altman ’80 was appointed chairman/CEO of Flying Doctors of
America. He also received the Ameriprise
Financial 2012 Community Impact Award

ALUMNI NOTES

for volunteer service to Flying Doctors of
America. • Rick Schellhammer ’80 was
promoted to environmental coordinator at
Consumers Energy in Jackson.

1981

Cathy Johnson ’81 serves as the
interim pastor of Jonesville First Presbyterian Church, where she enjoys both
the community and the work! • James
Plowman ’81 married Dana Sullivan on
Feb. 14, 2012. James and Dana reside in the
beautiful city of San Diego, Calif. • Michele
Mitchell Weibel ’81 has won two Golden
Substitute Awards during her four years of
substitute teaching in the Wylie Texas ISD.
Both awards caught her by surprise and are
very much appreciated.

1983 Luke Stefanovsky ’83 and Martha Bamfield ’83 are pleased to announce
that their son, Derek, is a member of Alma
College’s Class of 2016. Luke and Martha
recently celebrated their 25th wedding
anniversary. Luke is retiring from K-12
public education. After spending the past
13+ years as principal of West Intermediate
School in Mt. Pleasant, Mich., he is exploring a second career. Martha remains busy
practicing dentistry with Dale Nester ’75.

1985

Polly Vedder Rapp ’85 is returning to Fort Wayne, Ind. with husband, Eric,
and daughter, Lauren, for Eric’s final year of
seminary after his year as vicar at St. Mark
Lutheran Church in Steubenville, Ohio.

1987

Todd Wynne-Parry ’87 moved to
New York City and joined the Trump Hotel
Collection as senior vice president of global
hotel development and acquisitions. He
made it to the 25th class reunion!

1989

Diane Wagoner Rosenthal ’89 is
a member of the Writer’s Guild of America
and a working screenwriter. Her romantic
comedy, “Reunion,” is being produced by
Donald Robinson Productions and will be
completed by spring 2013. In other news,
her high school junior has her eye on Alma,
and Diane couldn’t be happier about it.

1992 Jane Brown ’92 and Jeff are
pleased to announce the April 22 birth of
Wilkes Grayson Dorsey. Everyone is happy
and healthy.

1993 Christy DeBurton ’93 owns the
Ann Arbor yoga studio, The Yoga Room,
which was recently awarded Best Yoga
Studio in Washtenaw County in Current

Magazine’s 2012 Reader’s Choice Awards. •
Diane McCarthy ’93 defended her dissertation in biology at the University of IllinoisChicago in May. She and Mark McCracken
’92 then fulfilled a long-time dream and
moved to a log home in the mountains of
Colorado. They would love to have visitors:
bintie@gmail.com!

1995

Jessica Van Slooten ’95 married Gregg Novachek on July 14, 2012, at
a beach ceremony in West Olive, Mich.
Heather May Stommen ’94 and Sheri Tulloch ’95 were two of her best women. She
and Gregg continue to live in Manitowoc,
Wis., where she is a professor of English
and women’s studies at the University of
Wisconsin-Manitowoc.

1996 Tim Cant ’96 and wife, Karen,
announce the birth of their first child, a
daughter, Kelsey Grace Cant. She was born
on Oct. 19, 2012 and weighed 8 pounds, 12
ounces and measured 19 3/4 inches long. •
Josh Sellers ’96 moved from Chattanooga
to Knoxville where he teaches social studies and assists the football team at Webb
School of Knoxville.
(continued on the following page)

ALUMNI CONNECTIONS

Detroit Interns
Ganesa Wegienka ’94, associate scientist in the Department of Public
Health Sciences at Henry Ford Health System, hosted Alma interns
Tanis Rozeveld and Ashley Parsons (in the photo) last summer. The interns conducted informational interviews with staff members, attended
the Epidemiology Journal Club, observed clinical visits with participants
in a study funded by the National Institutes of Health and worked on an
individual research activity related to epidemiology.

www.alma.edu
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1997 Jay Koepke ’97 is an anatomy and
physiology professor at Edison State College in Naples, Fla. At the 2012 National
Institute for Staff and Organizational
Development (NISOD) Conference, he was
awarded the NISOD Award for teaching
and leadership excellence in institutions of
higher education.

2000

Amy Czabala Dittenber ’00 and
husband, Dave, welcomed a baby girl into
their family. Big brother, Drew, is 2 years
old and loves his new little sister.

2001

Beth Siewert Purdy ’01 was hired
for the full-time tenure-track 2D art and
new media position at Kalamazoo Valley
Community College, where she has taught
for the past five years. She also received
the 2012 Faculty Instructional Award at
KVCC for outstanding performance in
teaching and learning.

2004 Theresa Guinther ’04 joined
Central Michigan University (CMU)
Healthcare, a division of the CMU College
of Medicine, as assistant director of pediatrics at the Saginaw campus. • Jenesha Penn
Schem ’04 and husband, Mark, welcomed

future Scot Adrienne Rose on July 14, 2012
in Libertyville, Ill.

2005

Justin Fox ’05 and wife, Allison,
announce the Sept. 10, 2012 birth of their
first child, Abigail Elizabeth.

2008

Drew Johnson ’08 married
Derek Curry ’08 on July 14, 2012 at the
Dunning Memorial Chapel! Drew is
employed at Alma College as the assistant
athletic trainer and integrative health science and physiology lab coordinator.

2009

Ian Rideout ’09 graduated from
Marine Corps Recruiting Depot in San
Diego, Calif. on July 13, 2012. He will complete additional training at Camp Pendleton before entering his Lansing-based
reserve unit in October 2012.

2010 Chris Chesney ’10 and wife
Krysti (Elchuk) Chesney ’12 live in Royal
Oak, where Chris attends Wayne State
University Law School. • Lee Ireland ’10
and Kelly Hall ’10 married Sept. 17, 2011 in
Greenville, Mich. They reside in Milwaukee, Wis. Lee is a manager at Gordon Food
Service, and Kelly works at Girl Scouts of

ALUMNI CONNECTIONS

Nambia
Trustee Candace Dugan, friend Leslie Brown, Leslie
Redmond (Candace’s sister) and Trustee Marcia Nunn ’73
proudly display their Alma College apparel as they pose near
a watering hole at Andersson’s Camp near Etosha National
Park in Nambia.
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Wisconsin Southeast. • Martin Kuustik
’10 was promoted to energy sales product
manager at Eesti Energia. He also began
negotiations with the European Lacrosse
Federation to bring lacrosse to Estonia
maybe as early as 2013. “Things are going
great, and I will get a wonderful visit from
fellow Scot, Laura Kohn ’10, in August
2012.”

2011 Christiana Hugo Hills ’11 is
pursuing a master’s degree in French literary translation at New York University.
• Bill McHenry ’11 will move to Dallas,
Texas after being promoted to client services
manager at Kimberly Clark. • Logan Ricket
’11 was hired as a company manager at
Performance Network Theatre. He also will
appear in a production there next spring.
ALUMNI SECTION SUBMISSIONS
Alumni notes can be submitted online at:
www.alma.edu/alumni/notes
or by returning the postage paid envelope in this issue;
or by addressing Director of Alumni Engagement, Alumni
Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI
48801-1599.
Photos can be sent electronically to
silverthorn@alma.edu.

know the next

GREAT SCOT?
ALUMNI BRIEFS

The Wish-A-Mile Campaign
Julie Pendell ’87 and Bree Erin
Brownlee ’04 worked together on
a 300-mile bicycle tour fundraiser
for the Make-A-Wish Foundation
of Michigan.
“In early 2011, my company, Leo
Burnett Detroit, an advertising
agency in Troy, was looking for
a community project for our
employees to participate in, and I
was tasked with finding it,” wrote
Brownlee. “When I reached out to
Make-A-Wish of Michigan, I got an
e-mail back from Julie Pendell. We
worked together over the course of
the year to help grant a wish for a
special wish kid, building a dream
tree house.
“Over the year of working together,
we learned that we not only both
were Alma College graduates, but
that we were both Gamma Phi Betas
and had been on the AC Alumni
Board,” wrote Brownlee. “We had
so much in common, and AC helped
us have an instant connection.”
Following their efforts on the tree
house, the Make-A-Wish Foundation
asked them to help with their
largest fundraising effort, a 300mile bicycle tour across the state

of Michigan called Wish-A-Mile.
Starting in Traverse City and ending
at the Michigan International
Speedway in Brooklyn, the threeday tour hosted 1,000 riders who
rode 100 miles a day.
“My team created a blue tire
campaign where we placed blue
bicycle tires in bicycle friendly cities
across the state,” wrote Brownlee.
“Each tire had a unique wish kid
and a QR code to learn more not
only about that child’s story, but
the story of 100 more children — 101
reasons to ride! With the help of the
campaign, the ride was able to hit
its maximum number of riders for
the first time ever, and they made
over $2 million.
“It was an amazing weekend to
be a part of — seeing the bikers
braving the downpour of rain, the
volunteers working tirelessly to
keep everything running smoothly,
and the wish kids who were
present throughout the tour,” wrote
Brownlee. “Overall, it was great
to connect with another Scot and
make a big difference in the lives of
these amazing children.”

We’ve all met that great high
school student who we know
would be a great addition to Alma
College. Maybe it’s your neighbor,
your friend from church, your best
friend’s cousin or your nephew. Be
sure to let us know about them by
completing our online form:

https://secure.alma.edu/
alumni/refer_student
By completing the online referral
form, you will notify the Admissions Office of the prospective
student and your connection to
them. Any referrals will receive
information about Alma College
and get on our mailing list. Once
they have completed their junior
year of high school, they will also
receive an application and will
have the application fee waived
because of you.
If the prospective student is the
child, grandchild or sibling of an
Alma College alumnus, he or she
is eligible for our Alumni Award
— for all four years.
If you would like materials about
Alma College to place in your
home, office, classroom, church,
favorite coffee house or to give to
that next great Scot, contact Jessie
DeHaan at dehaanjr@alma.edu or
1-800-321-ALMA.
Thank you for your support!
— Jessie DeHaan ’07

www.alma.edu
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Meyer receives
‘Award of Distinction’
Stephen F. Meyer ’80, president and chief executive officer of Welch
Allyn, a global provider of medical diagnostic solutions, was awarded
the Health Industry Distributors Association’s Award of Distinction at the
organization’s national conference in November 2012. The award recognizes
significant contributions and leadership in the medical device industry.
“Steve has made a lasting impact on our organization,” said Matthew
Rowan, president and CEO of HIDA. “This is a well-deserved recognition
from his peers.”
A native of Alma and current chair of the Alma College Board of Trustees,
Meyer began his career at Welch Allyn in 1981. Prior to his position as
president and CEO, Meyer served as executive vice president and chief global
business officer, responsible for overseeing and advancing the company’s
global customer-facing efforts.

<< Hard work and
dedication helped
Korson to transform
himself from 354
pounds to 227
pounds over the
course of two years.
Photo courtesy of
Men’s Health

CAMPUS NEWS

Weight
transformation
Hall director Willard Korson’s amazing
weight loss was featured in the
November 2012 issue of Men’s Health
magazine. Because of health concerns,
the 33-year-old Korson lost 127 pounds
over two years by changing his eating
habits and embarking on a stringent
fitness program.
“The biggest benefit of my
transformation has been my boost
in confidence,” Korson told the
magazine. “I’m more outgoing
socially, I speak up in group settings,
and I take risks. Before the year ends,
I plan to go skydiving, something I
never would have done before.”
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In memoriam
CELEBRATING
THE LIVES OF
OUR FRIENDS
Richard E.
Wegner

I

n over three decades of
classroom work, Richard E.
Wegner taught a wide range
of courses linked to his interests
in contemporary American literature and fiction writing.

ing included a popular series
of workshops for high school
students offered throughout the
state. He also served for many
years as advisor to the student
creative writing group, the
Parnassians, convening students
After teaching briefly at Wilm- at his home to discuss works of
ington College in Ohio, Wegner student poetry and fiction.
came to Alma College in 1957,
where he was a member of the
He challenged students to think
English faculty for 34 years.
beyond familiar or standard responses to a writer’s work — and
Professor Wegner died Sept. 12, to make full use of the power of
2012 at his home. He was 83.
language not just as an expressive tool but also as a mode of
His scholarship included the
genuine thinking and discovery.
1965 monograph The Poetry and
Prose of E.E. Cummings, which
“Although he became less vismade important contributions to ible on campus during retireunderstanding the poet’s achieve- ment, my father always thought
ment. His short stories were
of himself as a long-standing,
published in well-known venues engaged member of the Alma
like The Southwest Review, Short community,” said his daughter,
Story International and The CiJulie Arnold, professor of Modmarron Review.
ern Language/French at Alma
College. “He lectured in both
For many years his efforts
the varnished halls of Old Main
to encourage creative writ-

Professor Emeritus
of English

and in SAC, and he mentored
young writers in his home and
sundry offices.
“As a young professor, my
father played Frisbee on the
Mitchell Hall lawn now paved
for parking, joined a faculty
volleyball team when Clack Art
was still a gymnasium, and he
walked away with a permanent
limp after a pick-up football
game with students,” she said.
He is survived by his wife of 62
years, Phyllis (Larimer) Wegner;
three children, Gregory R. (Valerie) Wegner of Grand Rapids, Julie
W. (John) Arnold of Vestaburg,
and Mark T. (Betty) Wegner of
Vestaburg; four grandchildren,
James Wegner, LeeAnna W.
(Jason) Robinson, Justin Wegner,
Alayne Wegner; and one brother,
Thomas N. (Sally) Wegner of
Tucson, Ariz. n

Ernest J. Gillard ’41 of Spruce,
Mich., died Aug. 10, 2012 in
Dearborn, Mich. at the age of 91.
He was a lieutenant in the U.S.
Army during WWII, serving in
England and France where he
was involved in D-Day plus one.
He was employed for 39 years at
Dow Chemical, retiring in 1978.
He is survived by a daughter,
two sons and several grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Richard A. Darmody ’45 of
Alma, Mich., died Sept. 18,
2012 at age 90. He was born
at Brainerd Hospital in Alma,
which was built by his grandfather, Dr. Ira N. Brainerd, where
the post office is now located.
After serving two years in the
Army during World War II, he
worked as a garage mechanic
in Alma then went on to earn
degrees in mathematics from
Michigan State University. He
taught at Cass City High School
and Allen Park High School,
where he became department
chair, before moving on to teach
mathematics at Ferris State
University for 23 years, attaining the rank of full professor.
He was a member of the Alma
United Methodist Church. He
is survived by his son, a granddaughter, two grandsons, eight
great-grandchildren and two
great-great-grandchildren.
Martha “Jean” (Rosendale)
Brundage ’48 of Crystal, Mich.,
died Nov. 12, 2012 at the age of
86. She was an active Crystal
community member, worked
with her husband Robert at
LaDu-Brundage Insurance
Agency, and was a Sunday
school teacher at the Crystal
Congregational Church. For

www.alma.edu

37

In memoriam
25 years she was a trustee with Montcalm
Community College and the present chair
of Heritage Village. She was a talented
artist and enjoyed painting all her grandchildren’s portraits. She is survived by four
children, 12 grandchildren including Grant
’97 and Jennifer ’97 Woodman, and Griff
Woodman ’99, several grandchildren and
great-grandchildren, and a brother, Roger
Rosendale ’50 and sister.
Rex L. Wood ’48 of Highland Township,
Mich. and Avon Park, Fla., died in Michigan
on Oct. 12, 2012 at age 88. A native of
Vestaburg, Mich., his education at Alma
College was interrupted by his service in
the U.S. Army Air Corps from 1943-46. He
went on to earn his master’s degree from
the University of Michigan and doctorate
from Michigan State University. He taught
in Edmore from 1948-53, served as superintendent in Ellsworth from 1953-55 and in
Weidman from 1955-59, lectured at MSU
from 1959-60, and served as deputy superintendent of Oakland School from 1960 until his
retirement in 1983. He was a proud member
of Edmore Masonic Lodge. He is survived
by four children, 10 grandchildren, 13 greatgrandchildren, his brothers and sisters, and
many nieces, nephews and dear friends.
Warren S. Eilber ’50 of Port Hope, Mich.,
died Oct. 3, 2012 at age 85. He served in
the U.S. Navy from 1945-46 and in the
Korean War from 1951-53. Except for his
active duty time, he was employed by the
State Bank of Port Hope from 1947 through
his retirement in 1995. He stayed active
in banking by serving as a member of the
Board of Directors of Signature Bank. Upon
the 1955 death of his father, Roland Eilber,
he took over the Eilber Insurance Agency
and operated that until 1995. During his
working career, he was president and
director of the State Bank of Port Hope,
director of First of Huron Corp., First
National Bank of Bad Axe and Signature
Bank, director and treasurer of Citizens
Community Corrections of Bad Axe, and
treasurer of AmVets Post No. 115 Memorial
Building Association. He was a member
of and served as trustee of the Port Hope
United Methodist Church. In addition to his
wife of 61 years, Norma, Mr. Eilber is survived by a son and daughter, six grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
Julie A. (Kehoe) Pehlke ’55, of Ann
Arbor, Mich., died July 13, 2012 at 78
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years of age. She was married in 1956 to
Robert Pehlke ’58 and spent the first year
of their marriage in Aachen, Germany.
After returning to the U.S., they lived for
two and half years in Boston before moving to Ann Arbor. She was involved with
the Ann Arbor community including the
Faculty Women’s Club, the Ann Arbor
City Club and was president of Chapter
G of the PEO sorority. In addition to her
husband she is survived by her three children, two grandsons, and three siblings.
Alberto Amaya ’56, of Flint, Mich., died
Sept. 28, 2012 at age 84. Born in Bogota,
Colombia, he earned his graduate degree in
chemical engineering from the University
of Michigan and had a 33-year career with
General Motors, retiring in October 1987.
He is survived by his wife, Bonnie ’55, and
two sons, Cornell ’79 and Nathan, five
grandchildren and two brothers.
David Brandon Cadwell ’59, of Black
Mountain, N.C., died Aug. 4, 2012 in
Asheville, N.C. at age 75. His career was
in the insurance industry as an adjuster,
risk manager and independent agent, retiring from the American Insurance Agency
in Fort Mill, S.C. in 1999. He was on the
Bellaire (Mich.) Board of Education and
Bellaire Lions Club for many years. He
also served in many church capacities.
After retirement, he worked with Habitat
for Humanity and Hope Ministry Center
in Florida. He and his wife were called to
short-term mission work in 2004, and they
served in Bolivia on many projects for eight
years. Among his survivors are his wife,
two daughters, three grandsons, two greatgrandchildren and a brother.
JoAnne (Stocker) Heuschele ’60 of
Saginaw, Mich., died July 30, 2012 at the
age of 74. Shortly after receiving her Alma
College degree, she married classmate
Dr. Richard Heuschele ’59. She was a
member of First Presbyterian Church in
Saginaw and an affiliate member of First
Presbyterian Church, Lehigh Acres, Fla.
She enjoyed sewing and machine knitting
and also taught classes in machine knitting.
A member of the Saginaw Club, JoAnne
and Dick enjoyed their winters in Florida
and summers at their cottage in Harrison.
She especially loved spending time with
her grandchildren. She is survived by her
husband, three children, five grandchildren and a brother.

Judith Belle (Hubble) VanderHart ’62 of
Mullett Lake, Mich., died Sept. 22, 2012
at age 72. Judy and her husband, Gerald
VanderHart ’61 lived in Saginaw before
moving to Mullett Lake in 1977. She served
the probate court of Cheboygan County
as a guardian/conservator for 22 years. An
active member of St. Paul United Methodist
Church, Judy served on or headed up several committees, and was also active in the
Straits Area Audubon Society. She taught
kindergarten students after college, piano
to young students in the 1980s, was an
avid reader and enjoyed flower gardening, genealogy and collecting bells, fairies
and antique jewelry. She is survived by her
husband, Gerry VanderHart ’61, son Peter
’86 (Kristi) VanderHart, two grandchildren,
and two brothers.
S. Jean Fordyce ’63 of Greenville, Mich.,
died Aug. 2, 2012 at the age of 71.
Contracting polio as a child and confined
to an iron lung, she eventually recovered
to become wheelchair bound for the next
60 years. After receiving a master’s degree
from M.S.U., she became a social worker
for Sparrow Hospital, Lansing and then
at Rehabilitation Industries in Lansing.
Jean retired in 1976 after a set back from
post-polio syndrome, then enjoyed several
years of playing cards, dinner with friends,
traveling or gloating over an M.S.U. victory. She is survived by her companion and
caregiver, a sister and many nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.
M. David Melcheck ’66 of Reese, Mich.
died Sept. 29, 2012 in Frankenmuth,
Mich., at age 68. He worked with his
father and brother in operating Reese
IGA, later known as Melcheck’s, for many
years. A member of Trinity Lutheran
Church of Reese, he loved cars and
enjoyed attending car shows. He is survived by a brother, Paul (Joyce) Melcheck
’64, a nephew and two nieces.
Sally Ann Jessup ’72 of Owosso, Mich., died
Sept. 20, 2012 in Lansing, Mich., at age 63.
A reading specialist, she was an educational
consultant with Educational Partners. She
traveled stateside, working as a consultant
and a teacher from grades kindergarten
through adult education. She taught adult
education in Owosso and was also a writer.
She is survived by her mother and brother
and many cousins.

CELEBRATING THE LIVES OF OUR FRIENDS

Kathryn Ann (Jackson) Surprenant ’74 of
Battle Creek, Mich., died Aug. 18, 2012 at
the age of 60. She owned her own pottery
company and started Creekbank Solutions,
an office support and web design business.
As a member of St. Thomas Episcopal
Church, she taught Education for Ministry.
She also was the youth education director, served on the vestry for many years,
and was involved in numerous community projects. The daughter of the late
Frank Jackson, former Charles A. Dana
Professor of Economics at Alma College,
and Marjorie Jackson, she is survived by
her husband Kenneth Surprenant ’74, four
children, grandchildren; her brothers Allen
Jackson ’78, Kevin Jackson ’81 and Rodger
Jackson ’87; and a many family and friends.
Michael R. Ketola ’78 of Peoria, Ariz., died
Sept. 29, 2012 at age 56. He had a successful
business as a lapidary, specializing in silver
and turquoise and other natural materials.
He loved to play golf and was always wellinformed on world affairs, making him a
great conversationalist and tough competi-

tor in trivia competitions. He was proud of
his Finnish heritage. In recent years, he selflessly poured himself into the role of family
caregiver. He is survived by his parents,
Ralph and Melba Ketola, two brothers, nieces and nephews along with many extended
family members.
John E. “Rocky” Giles of Alma, Mich., and
friend of Alma College died Oct. 24, 2012
at age 66. He worked in the Alma College
food service department for many years. He
was a member of the St. John’s Episcopal
Church in Alma and the Masonic Lodge
of Alma, and a volunteer at the Masonic
Pathways. He is survived by his sister and
several nieces and nephews.
Eve Glen McDonough, sweet and beautiful daughter of Patrick ’85 and Jennifer
McDonough of Evanston, Ill., went to be
with the Lord on Aug. 19, 2012. Memorials
may be made to the Eve Glen McDonough
Scholarship Fund at Alma College.
Shirley (Wing) Rowe of Holland, Mich.,
and friend of Alma College, died July 1,

2012 at age 101. Surviving are a son and
daughter-in-law, two grandchildren and
two great-grandchildren. Mrs. Rowe was a
member of the Heritage Society and provided for Alma College in her estate plans.
Keith D. Wing of St. Louis, Mich., and
friend of Alma College died Sept. 1, 2012
at age 75. An educator, he devoted more
than 50 years to public education and was a
teacher, coach and school administrator in
St. Louis, Coleman and Ithaca schools. He
was president-elect of the Gratiot County
Community Foundation, on the board of
Big Brothers Big Sisters, and a member
of the Optimist Club and the Lions Club
of St. Louis. He also was a member of
Mt. St. Joseph Catholic Church. He loved
teaching, his horses, his garden and watching his grandchildren participate in their
extra-curricular activities. In his later years
he enjoyed traveling and competitive golf
with family and his close friend, Craig. He
is survived by his wife Judy Wing of St.
Louis, six children, 16 grandchildren and
one brother.
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Let us

Alma Accents and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days.
Please use this form to send your news about promotions, honors, appointments,
graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old
Alma College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos. If you would like former classmates to contact you, include your contact information. The content of Alumni News is the responsibility of the editor.
Name: ____________________________________________ Class Year: _________ Maiden Name: ____________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________ Telephone: _______________________

City: ____________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ E-mail: __________________________
Please include my: ___ Address

___ Phone

___E-mail

Alumni notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________		
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Return to: Director of Alumni Engagement, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599

Alumni notes can also be submitted online at <www.alma.edu/alumni/notes>
www.alma.edu
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614 W. Superior St.
Alma, MI 48801-1599
(989) 463-7111
published for alumni, parents
and friends of alma college.
please recycle accents and pass
it on to a prospective student.

change service requested

Alma College proudly presents

a celebration of the performing arts

SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2013, 3:00 P.M.
At DeVos Hall in downtown Grand Rapids

The Alma College Choir, Percussion Ensemble, Dance Company, Pipe Band and Highland Dancers along
with guest performers from four west Michigan area high schools come together for this exciting concert.
More than 1,000 alumni and guests joined us for Resonance Detroit in 2012. We hope you will join us for
our second annual event in Grand Rapids that is sure to resonate with our alumni, friends and future
students. Tickets are $20 and may be purchased at www.alma.edu/resonance. Complimentary tickets are
available to high school students. For questions or additional information, please call 1-800-321-ALMA.

