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125 years
As the campus contemplates its direction for the
decades to come, I have been reflecting a great
deal on the 125 years of Alma’s history. What
would our founders think if they were to see the
Alma of today?
I’m convinced they would be gratified to find
the essential values that led them to take up the
timber magnate Ammi Wright’s offer of 30 acres
of land in the middle of the Lower Peninsula —
fairly isolated country in those days! — are with
us still. When a group of Presbyterian pastors
from across the state first gathered in Saginaw to
contemplate forming a college, they envisioned
a school “of high literary and scientific character,
furnishing excellent educational advantages in all
departments, which shall be permeated with the
spirit of Christ.” They sought to form a college
that would build a liberal arts model familiar to
each of them.
No doubt our founders would be shocked to see
the breadth and depth of curricular offerings,
and they wouldn’t know what to make of the
round-the-clock culture that has students up
until the wee hours every night for study and
fun alike.

125 years is a very long time.
But those same founders would find in the Alma
of today the very same values that led them to
found our campus in the first place. They would
see a much larger campus than they envisioned
in 1886, but they would find a residential, liberal
arts college deeply familiar to them at the same
time. They would find a college that helps
its students to prepare for lives of service and
engagement in community in myriad ways, a
college that continues to be concerned with the
“ethical integrity, aesthetic appreciation and
spiritual sensitivity of our students.”
As we plan for the Alma of the next five, and
the next 125, years, we will keep our core values
first in mind. I hope that you will join us on
campus April 8 to celebrate our 125th anniversary. And I want to hear from you about
your hopes for Alma’s future. Please feel free to
follow me on Facebook and let me know your
thoughts there, e-mail me at abernathyj@alma.
edu, or simply come by my office the next time
you are on campus. I look forward to hearing
from you!

Jeff Abernathy
President
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as stewards of the world they
bequeath to future generations.
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125

defining moments
We celebrate the 125th anniversary of the founding of Alma College with this list of 125 defining
moments in Alma history. These “defining moments”
capture events and achievements that celebrate,
illustrate and define the history, traditions, accomplishments and core values of Alma College.
The information on these pages comes from many
sources, including Within Our Bounds: A Centennial History of
Alma College, the Alma College Book of Lists, annual yearbooks, archived files and submissions by alumni.
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Leadership profile

Alma College’s founding fathers
In 1885, the Presbyterian Synod of Michigan appointed a committee to consider
the establishment of a Presbyterian College within the state and to secure funds
for its foundation.

formed, and it included Wight, Wright,
August F. Bruske, George F. Hunting and
Thomas F. Merrill. Many of these names
are now legacies that live on within the
buildings on campus.

This committee included notable names
such as J. Ambrose Wight, who preached
about the need for such a college, inspiring wealthy lumberman Alexander
Folsom to pledge $50,000 to the cause.

The Board began the process of putting
together the College’s first faculty in 1886.
Hunting, who became Alma College’s first
president, was a professor of moral and
mental science.

With additional pledges, the committee found Ammi W. Wright, an Alma
lumberman with several business interests
who was eager to promote religious
causes. He offered two buildings to the
College and about 30 acres of land.

Other faculty members included Mary
C. Gelston, Theodore Nelson, Joseph W.
Ewing, Charles A. Davis and Kendall P.
Brooks, Sr.

The first Board of Trustees was soon

It was determined that the College should
be based on the principle of a liberal arts
education, with the Board saying, “We

1887 — No. 1: George F. Hunting
An artillery veteran of the Civil War,
George F. Hunting, the College’s first
president, spent two years as a mining bookkeeper in the Upper Peninsula and pastored
the First Presbyterian Church in Kalamazoo. He once edited the Alma “News” and
counted poetry amongst his hobbies. He
served from 1887 to 1891.
1887 — Classes begin

the 1800s
1885 — Alma’s founding

In 1885, the Presbyterian Synod of Michigan
appointed a committee of nine men to consider “the establishment of a Presbyterian
College in this state.”

Ninety-six students enrolled in the fall of
1887. The original campus consisted of two
buildings — a recitation hall and dormitory
— located on a small rise “overlooking [the
village] and commanding a delightful view
of fields and farms on every side.”
1888 — Zeta Sigma founded
The Zeta Sigma fraternity was founded
in 1888 as a literary society. Facebook/Steve
Cannon

1886 — A College is born

1889 — First library

Alma College was born on Oct. 14, 1886.
Fifteen men were elected to the Board of
Trustees. George F. Hunting was appointed
the College’s first president and professor
of moral and mental science. The College’s
founding was made possible by Ammi W.
Wright, a lumberman, businessman and
civic leader who gave 30 acres of land and
more than $300,000 to found and sustain
the institution in its early years — a sum
equivalent to $6.2 million today.

Alma’s first library building opened for
student use in 1889 with a collection of
about 2,000 volumes. The building contained reading rooms that seated about 100
students. A three-story, 55x33-foot fireproof
addition of steel stacks built in 1927-28 still
stands today as part of the Kehrl Building.

want a college of high literary and scientific character, furnishing excellent educational advantages in all departments.”
While 96 students enrolled, the first year
did not go without difficulty. Faced with
a $3,000 deficit, it would be one of many
when expenses exceeded income.
As a result, faculty took pay cuts, sometimes returning the pay they had already
pocketed, and Hunting was relieved of his
faculty duties in order to spend more time
fund raising.
Such sacrifices would go on to become a
permanent reflection of Alma’s selfless
character. They also were a mark of the
bold leadership that founded the College.
— Ellen Doepke

Michigan Infantry during the Civil War. He
was a tireless worker for Alma even before
he became president and was named to its
first Board of Trustees. In 1894, he bought
the property on which the Smith Alumni
House now resides. He served until 1912.
1893 — Frank Knox enrolls
Frank Knox, Alma’s most famous alumnus,
arrived on campus in 1893. To pay for his
schooling, he waited tables, gardened and
even painted cereal advertisements on barns
in Gratiot County. After Alma, his accomplishments were extraordinary: He fought
alongside Teddy Roosevelt and the Rough
Riders, published the Chicago Daily News,
campaigned for vice president in 1936, and
served as Secretary of the Navy during
World War II under Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Facebook/Patrick Tompkins

1891 — No. 2: August Bruske
August Bruske was inaugurated as Alma’s
second president in 1891. Born in Germany,
Bruske served his new country in the 24th
www.alma.edu
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1894 — Football begins
Alma College organized its first football
team in 1894. In the College’s first game,
Alma defeated a team from the Saginaw
Athletic Association by the score of 6-0.
Playing left tackle on that first Alma team
was Frank Knox, who later was Secretary
of the Navy during World War II.
1895 — Folsom Hall
A new chemistry building, Folsom Hall,
opened in 1895 and was a campus mainstay
until 1972. Early in its existence, the building was used as the Kindergarten Training
facility.
1898 — Almanian born
The Almanian was born in 1898. The
monthly publication carried campus news,
essays and other creative materials. In 1907,
it became “The Weekly Almanian.”
1898 — The Greeks form
Phi Phi Alpha, the forerunners of Tau
Kappa Epsilon, was organized as the Adelphic Literary Society in 1898. It changed its
name to Phi Phi Alpha in 1901 and became
a fraternity in 1926.

1900-1909

1900 — Hood Building opens
The Hood Museum, dedicated in 1900, was
described as “the finest building in architectural effect on the campus.” Over the years
Hood also has served as an Army barracks,
office and classroom building. Now home to
the advancement and marketing and communications offices, it is the oldest building
still in use.
1901 — Housing students
The original Wright Hall opened in 1901.
Joining Pioneer Hall as the primary student
residence buildings for the first half of the
1900s, the four-story brick building was used
as a women’s residence until the 1950s. From
1956-1976, it was a residence hall for men.

1902— Alma joins the MIAA
Alma College was admitted to the Michigan
Intercollegiate Athletic Association in 1902,
entering in time to participate in the MIAA
field day at Albion in the spring.
1902 — First football title
In 1902, in its first year of MIAA competition, Alma’s football team won the league
title, clinching the championship with a 16-5
win over M.A.C. in East Lansing. When the
train pulled into Alma following the game,
there were fireworks, a parade to the campus, a bonfire and a dinner at Wright Hall.
1907 — First baseball championship
The coach of
Alma’s first
championship
baseball team
in 1907 was Jesse Harper, who
later coached
Knute Rockne
in football at
Notre Dame.
1908 — MIAA field day
The first MIAA field day to be held in Alma
was scheduled for June 5-6, 1908. However,
because of concerns that the scheduled appearance of Ringling’s Circus would cut into
the MIAA’s gate receipts, the field day was
moved to June 4-5.
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1910-1919

1910 — First Yearbook published
The annual yearbook, Maroon and Cream,
was published from 1910 to 1937. It became
known as The Scotsman in 1938.
1910 — Academic programs emerge

1913 — Physics added
The Physics major was added to the
academic curriculum in 1913. Among
the longest serving faculty were
John Gibson (1968-2007), Raymond
Ditto (1920-1950) and Paul Splitstone
(1963-1991).

The major academic departments with the
greatest seniority were all established in
1910 and included Biology, Chemistry, Classical Languages, English, History, Mathematics, Modern Languages and Speech
(now classified as Communication).

1913 — The Notre Dame football
rivalry

1911 — Major system adopted

1915 — No. 4: Harry Means
Crooks

Alma faculty adopted the major system in
1911. Each student was required to have
at least two majors of 20 semester hours or
more each in order to graduate. Later one of
those majors had to be 24 hours. Beginning
with the Class of 1941, graduates had to
have one major of at least 30 hours and two
minors of at least 16 hours each.

The Alma College Maroons played
Notre Dame four years in a row beginning in 1913, losing by scores of 62-0,
56-0, 32-0 and 46-0.

Harry Means Crooks, a Presbyterian
and former newspaper editor, served
as Alma’s fourth president for 22 years.
After his arrival in 1915, the College
launched its largest ever fund drive,
seeking $600,000 to raise the endowment to $1 million.

1911 — Basketball team wins first title

1915 — Religion major established

In 1911, the MIAA awarded its first basketball title to co-champs Alma College and
Adrian College.

The Religion major was established
in 1915. Among the longest serving
faculty were Joseph Walser (1964-2000),
Ronald Massanari (1970-2006), John Tracy
Luke (1965-1995), Charles Brokenshire
(1915-1942) and Bishop Thomas Makarios
(1983-2008).

1912 — No. 3: Thomas C. Blaisdell
Thomas Blaisdell, a non-Presbyterian, spoke
on “The Renaissance of the Denominational
College” during his inaugural address in
October 1912. He served as Alma’s third
president from 1912 until 1915.

1916 — Music becomes a major
Music officially became an academic major
in 1916. Among the longest serving faculty
were Grace Roberts (1909-1943), Ernest

Sullivan ((1953-1979) and Paul Russell
(1961-1988), along with current faculty
members Scott Messing (1982-) and Will
Nichols (1983-).
1919 — Students boycott classes
Students boycotted classes in November 1919
to protest punishments given to students
involved in the hazing of freshmen. The
boycott led to the creation of a new Student
Council to decide issues affecting students.

Longest-serving faculty in the academic departments established in 1910
The original academic departments
established in 1910 housed many
long-serving faculty members:
Biology: Lawrence Wittle (19702008), Arlan Edgar (1950-1986),
Lester Eyer (1945-1977), Ronald
Kapp (1957-1989) and Hansford
MacCurdy (1906-1937)
Chemistry: Charles Skinner (19451978), James Hutchison (1973-2006)
and Jacob DeYoung (1957-1988)

Classical Languages: John Ewing
(1890-1926)
English: Roy Hamilton (1919-1952),
Robert Wegner (1957-1991), Eugene
Pattison (1964-2000), Samuel Cornelius (1957-1989) and Ute Stargardt
(1982-2009)
History: James Mitchell (18971941), Michael Yavenditti (19682008), M.J.J. Smith (1965-1997),
John Tracy Luke (1965-1995) and

James Schmidtke (1972-2001)
Mathematics: Robert Clack (19241954), Harold Slater (1965-1993) and
Frank Notestein (1899-1924)
Modern languages: Margaret
Foley (1926-1963), Gunda Kaiser
(1958-1988), Earl Hayward (19601989) and current faculty member
Julie Arnold (1981-)
Speech: Robert Smith (1962-1992)
and Philip Griffiths (1965-1993)

www.alma.edu
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1938 — Delta Gamma Tau founded
Twenty-four freshmen accepted bids on
Dec. 5, 1938, to become members of a new
fraternity named Delta Gamma Tau. It
became a chapter of the national fraternity
Sigma Tau Gamma in 1955, reverted to
DGT in 1966, and went national again as a
chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon in 1984.
1938 — No. 5: John Wirt Dunning
1904 graduate John Dunning, the only
alumnus to become president of Alma College, began his tenure in 1938. The Chapel,
at a cost of $65,000, was built and dedicated
during his presidency. As an Alma student
he was captain of the baseball team and editor of The Almanian. He served until 1942.
1938 — Art and Design added

1920-1929
1921 — Economics set

The Economics major was established in
1921. Among the longest service faculty
were James Mueller (1976-2008) and Frank
Jackson (1961-1987).
1921 — Kappa Iota founded
Dean Elizabeth Roberts founded the social
sorority Kappa Iota in 1921.
1922 — Tuition increase
Annual tuition was increased from $80 to
$100 in 1922.
1923 — Memorial Gymnasium built
The grand opening of the Memorial
Gymnasium in March 1923 included piano
and vocal solos, a French reading, and a
whistling solo. The building was remodeled in 1970 as the Clack Art Center and
continues to house the College’s Art and
Design Program as well as the Flora Kirsch
Beck Gallery.
1928 — New majors selected
The Education and Philosophy majors were
established in 1928. Among the longest serving Education faculty were George Randels
(1911-1942) and Harlan McCall (1946-1972).
Long serving Philosophy faculty included
Wesley Dykstra (1958-1985).

8
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1929 — Bahlke Field dedicated
On Oct. 12, 1929, Alma defeated Olivet 37-0
on the newly dedicated Bahlke Field. Construction of a stadium and other improvements to the original Bahlke Field were
completed in 1954.

1930-1939

1931 — Students choose Scots
For nearly a half-century, Alma’s sport
teams were known by a variety of names,
including the Maroon and Cream, Maroons,
Maroon Sox and Fighting Presbyterians.
In 1931, the students selected “Scots” in a
contest to find a more suitable name for the
sports teams.
1931 — Sociology added
The Sociology major was established in
1931. (Anthropology was added in 2001.)
Among the longest serving faculty were
Florence Steward (1926-1958) and Verne
Bechill (1965-1997).
1932 — “A City Possible”
Alma College struggled with annual deficits
during the Depression years. Despite the financial difficulties, President Harry Crooks
offered a message of hope to graduates at
the 1932 baccalaureate service titled “The
City Possible,” a vision of a prosperous and
just society.

The Art and Design major was established
in 1938. Among the longest-serving faculty
were Kate Booth (1887-1938), Kent Kirby
(1962-1990) and current faculty members
Carrie Parks-Kirby (1982-) and Robert
Rozier (1983-).
1938 — College band adopts kilts
The first appearance of the Kiltie Band outfitted in kilt uniforms occurred at a Bahlke
pep rally in October 1938. The band with
bagpipes marched the length of the football
team, stopping on the 50-yard line to form
an “A.”

1938 — First homecoming queen
Carra Jones ’42 was crowned Alma College’s first homecoming queen on Oct. 29,
1938. She and her husband, Art Smith ’38,
became loyal supporters of their alma mater, with the Smith Alumni House named
in their honor.

1940-1949
1941 — Chapel dedicated

The Dunning Memorial Chapel, the College’s most recognizable landmark with its
tall white pillars, grand steeple and large
sanctuary, was dedicated on Oct. 9, 1941.
The Chapel has hosted the weddings of
hundreds of Alma alumni over the years.
1943 — No. 6: Roy W. Hamilton
An Alma professor of English at Alma since
1919 and vice president from 1922-1938,
Roy Hamilton assumed the presidency in
1943 and served until 1947. Hamilton composed the alma mater.
1943 — V-12 Program installed
With World War II raging across the globe,
President Hamilton secured approval for
the Navy V-12 Program at Alma College in
1943. More than 180 trainees were enrolled
in the program by November 1943. The
training unit may have saved the College
from closing its doors.
1944 — Business major established
The Business Administration and Home
Economics majors were added in 1944.
Home Economics was eventually terminated in 1958. Among the longest serving
business professors were James Mueller
(1976-2008) and George Gazmararian
(1966-1996).
1947 — No. 7: Dale Welch
Dale Welch assumed the presidency in 1947,
serving until 1950. He insisted that the College needed a student commons. In October
1949, former Alma professor Leon Tyler
and his wife Minnie made the initial gift
for a student center in memory of their son
Jerry, killed in a Chicago hotel fire.
1947 — Cars for students allowed
Faculty approved a motion at a faculty
meeting in March 1947 to allow students 26
and older to operate cars on the campus. By
1952, the privilege of having cars on campus
was expanded to other students as long as
they maintained a “C” average.

Barlow Trophy, named in recognition of Joel
Barlow ’29, is Alma’s most prestigious student award for academic achievement and
contributions to campus and community.
1949 —Phys Ed for men
The Physical Education major for men
was established in 1949. It merged into the
Exercise and Health Science major in 1985.
Among the longest serving faculty was
Charles Gray (1965-1993), who also was a
highly successful coach.

1950-1959

1950 — Debate championship
Noted for years as a college with strong
debate teams, Alma won a national championship in debate in 1950, beating out second
place Purdue University, 288-285.
1951 — No. 8: John Stanley Harker
John Harker became president in 1951. In
the years of his administration, Tyler Center
was finished, several new facilities were
built, and the enrollment grew from 400
to 660. The Board authorized Harker to
proceed with a campaign to raise $800,000
for a women’s dormitory, which was to
become known as Gelston Hall. He served
until 1956.
1953 — Pine River Anthology debuts
The Pine River Anthology, a literary outlet for
creative writing, was first published in 1953.

1949 — Winning the Barlow
Kathleen Shaw Meadows ’49 received the
first Barlow Trophy, beginning an annual
recognition that continues to this day. The

www.alma.edu
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1953 — Kiltie Lassies perform
The Kiltie Lassies came on the scene in
1953. Later known as the Kiltie Dancers,
the students performed authentic Scottish
dances at games and concerts.
1954 — Psych emerges
The Psychology major was established in
1954. Among the longest serving faculty
were Carol Slater (1967-2009), George Randels (1911-1942) and Henry Klugh (19551986) along with current faculty members
Walter Beagley (1976-) and Thomas Batchelder (1978-).
1955 — Administration building
The Reid-Knox Administration Building
was built in 1955. A portrait of 1898 graduate Frank Knox hangs in the building’s
conference room.
1956 — No. 9: Robert D. Swanson
Known affectionately as “Swannie,” Robert
Swanson assumed the presidency in 1956,
serving until 1980. The longest-serving
president in Alma College history, he oversaw a period of remarkable growth for the
College. Enrollment grew from 660 to more
than 1,200, while the faculty grew from 38
to 72. Many buildings were constructed, and
the market value of the College endowment
grew from $375,000 to more than $12 million
during his presidency. Facebook/ Lynn Lemin

1956 — Female living
In 1956, 207 women moved into a new
women’s residence hall, named in honor
of Mary C. Gelston, Alma’s first dean of
women. Gelston Hall continues to house
students today.
1957 — Tau Kappa Epsilon installed
Tau Kappa Epsilon was installed on Alma’s
campus on Oct. 12, 1957. The origins of
the TKEs date back to 1898 when Phi Phi
Alpha was founded as a literary society,
acquiring fraternity status in 1926.

1958 — Black Thursday
In February 1958, President Swanson and
the faculty, alarmed at students’ lack of diligence in their academic progress, tightened
and enforced academic standards, resulting
in what became known as “Black Thursday.” A total of 61 students — one tenth of
the student body — were dismissed for poor
grades, and 134 additional students were put
on probation. Academic reforms and a new
set of graduation requirements were instituted to distinguish Alma from other small
colleges. Facebook/Susan Sickelka.
1959 — Books for Africa
In a highly successful venture between 1959
and 1960, the College’s “Books for Africa”
collection and donation project accumulated
60,000 books, resulting in Central Africa’s
first circulating public library.
1959 — Dow Science Center
In May 1959, the cornerstone of the Dow
Science Center was laid. The first academic
building to be constructed on the campus
since the turn of the century, it included a
planetarium along with greenhouse, classrooms and laboratories.

10
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1960-1969
1960 — Pizza Sam arrives

Sam Ortisi arrived in Alma in 1960 and set
up his pizza shop on State Street. He moved
around the corner to his present location on
Superior Street in 1962. Ever since, “Pizza
Sam” has been a popular Alma institution;
one would be hard pressed to find a single
Alma College alumnus who has not visited
his restaurant or ordered takeout. “When it
comes to food, I want the best; I don’t buy
junk,” he said when presented with a Community Service Award in 2009. Facebook/
Nick Schipper
1960 — Fight song composed
Band director Samuel Jones wrote the Alma
Fight Song in 1960.
1961 — Foreign Service
The Foreign Service major was established
in 1961.
1964 —Africa Fellows
Jerry Gordon Smith ’65 was named the first
Africa Fellow in 1964. This service experience involved one or more Alma students
each year in a teaching internship in Nigeria. From 1964 through 1993, thirty-two
students became Africa Fellows.
1964 — Political Science begins
The Political Science major was established
in 1964. Among the longest serving faculty
were James Mitchell (1897-1941), Henry Rowe
(1938-1964) and Burnet Davis (1976-2002).
1965 — College purchases the bog
In 1965, a large tract of land 12 miles west
of the campus was purchased for use as an
ecological station. “The bog,” as students

commonly know it, is used for biological
teaching and research and covers nearly 200
acres of mixed hardwood forest, open woodland, a willow marsh and a bog.
1965 — Tuition passes $1,000
Annual tuition increased from $975 to
$1,120 in 1965.
1965 — Phys Ed for women
The Physical Education major for women
was initiated in 1965. It merged into the new
Exercise and Health Science major in 1985.
1967 — Football supremacy
In 1967, the longest dry spell in Alma’s football history came to an end when the Scots
won the MIAA title for the first time in 16
years. The Scots, led by Coach Denny Stolz,
posted back-to-back undefeated seasons in
1967 and 1968.
1968 —Highland Festival begins

1969 — Old Main burns
On March 10, 1969, the Old Main burned to
the ground. Students joined faculty members in carrying out equipment and records
until firemen arrived and prevented them
from re-entering. For 83 years, the brickfaced building was the College’s principal
classroom and faculty office facility. Lost
in the fire were 28 faculty offices and 12
classrooms. Faculty members stood helplessly and watched the flames devour nearly
completed doctoral dissertations and notes
that represented years of research, organization and writing. Facebook/Josh Scott Stapleton, Marianne Britt Duvendack, William W.
Allsopp
1969 — Cross country title
The Scots won their first cross country
championship in 1969 when coach Charlie
Gray’s squad tied Calvin for the honor.

The Gratiot Chamber of Commerce voted
unanimously to establish the first Alma
Highland Festival and Games on May 25,
1968. The initial games surpassed all expectation by attracting
more than 10 pipe
bands, 200 competitors and 10,000
spectators. The next
year, 40,000 visitors
came to campus for
the Games. Alma
became known as
“Scotland USA.”

www.alma.edu
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became mandatory by
the end of the decade.
1973 — First Dana
Professors appointed
President Swanson
appointed Frank
Jackson and Henry
Klugh III as the first
Charles A. Dana
Professors at Alma
College. A $250,000
challenge grant by
the Dana Foundation enabled Alma to
establish the professorship to recognize
faculty members “who
have contributed the
most by their work
and example, often at
personal sacrifice, to
furthering the educational mission of
Alma College.”

Folk musician John Denver began his solo
career in 1969, with one of his first college
venue performances at Alma College for
the fee of $750. He enjoyed his rapport with
Alma students, returning twice, the last during a snowstorm in January 1971 when his
car broke down and he walked two miles
through the blizzard to perform to a full
gymnasium of 800 students. He introduced
a new song at Alma: “Country Roads.”

12
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A chapter of The Phi Beta Kappa Society,
the nation’s oldest and most prestigious
undergraduate honors organization, was
established at Alma College in 1979. The
chapter continues to serve as a symbol of the
academic strength of the College. Today,
Alma College is among the 10 percent of all
colleges and universities in the nation that
are members of the Phi Beta Kappa Society.
1979 — Alma on the airwaves
WABM, the College’s first AM radio station,
began broadcasting in January 1979. Thirtynine disc jockeys were involved in WABM
programming that first year.

1980-1989

1981 — Presbyterian relationship

1971 — Hall of Fame established

Beginning in 1973, freshmen were given the
option of enrolling in a 10-day Preterm that
included a seminar that began with orientation and concluded after Labor Day. The
Preterm experience for incoming freshmen

1979 — A Phi Beta Kappa campus

Oscar Remick was inaugurated as Alma’s
10th president in November 1980. The
academic program grew during his presidency, which lasted until 1987. Remick was
an active runner who logged daily runs for
more than 30 years.

1971 — John Denver performs

1973 — Preterm begins

Theatre and Dance became a major in 1976.
Among the longest serving faculty members
was Philip Griffiths, who taught theatre
from 1965-1993.

1980 — No. 10: Oscar E. Remick

1970-1979

The first Alma College Athletics Hall of
Fame event took place at the former Olds
Plaza Hotel in Lansing on May 25, 1971.
Among the first inductees was 1938 football
captain and team MVP Bob Devaney ’39,
who went on to coach at Wyoming and
Nebraska and was regarded as one of the
greatest coaches in collegiate football history.

1976 — “All the world’s a stage”

1974 — New academic calendar
The academic calendar changed in 1974
from three 11-week terms (3-3-3 plan) to
the current 4-4-1 system that calls for two
14-week terms and an intensive four-week
Spring Term.
1974 — SAC dedicated
A new classroom and faculty office building
opened in 1974 and was named in honor of
President Robert D. Swanson and his first
wife, Roberta B. In addition to classrooms
and faculty offices, the SAC continues to
house the Provost’s Office and various computer centers and laboratories.

A “Memorandum
of Understanding”
between Alma College
and the Presbyterian
Church’s Synod of the
Covenant was signed
in 1981, continuing
the long-standing religious affiliation. The
agreement called for excellence in education, relevance to the needs of the world,
global responsibility and openness to the
many dimensions of faith.
1982 — Sigma Chi founded
The Theta Nu chapter of Sigma Chi was
founded at Alma in 1982.
1982 — Honorary degree
Alma College awarded an honorary degree
to Lee Iaccocca in 1982.

1982 — Women win titles

1986 — The centennial

The first basketball league championship
for Alma’s women came in 1982 as the Scots
won 11 of 12 contests. In the fall, the Scots
secured their first volleyball title.

The College created a centennial film in
1986 to commemorate the College’s 100th
anniversary. The film was titled “I’m So
Glad I Came Here.” A printed history also
was produced, titled Within Our Bounds.

1984 — Student Center renovated
The Tyler-Van Dusen Campus Center,
originally two separate building constructed
in the 1950s, was renovated in 1984 as home
to the Student Life Office, Kiltie Korner
and Joe’s Place, the popular food service option that offers Starbuck’s coffee, fresh bakery items, smoothie bar, pizza, sandwiches,
burgers and salads. Facebook/Alex Roy
1985 — TKE house burns
Smoke detectors saved the lives of several
students when fire broke out at the Tau
Kappa Epsilon (TKE) house at 313 Philadelphia Street on March 6, 1985. The house
was destroyed, but no lives were lost.
Facebook/Paul Kurtzhals, Jim Peck

1988 — No. 11: Alan J. Stone
Alan Stone became Alma’s 11th president in
1988. During his 13-year presidency, enrollment increased from 1,000 to 1,400, the College’s endowment grew from $37.7 million to
$124 million, faculty increased from 62 to 87,
technology was significantly developed, and
campus acreage expanded with several new
buildings. Facebook/Stephanie Degg Nearman

1990-1999

1990 — Service learning begins
The implementation of service learning at
Alma was made possible by a 1990 grant
from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. The
program’s success has depended on the
dedication of faculty committed to changing
how students interact with their world.
1992 — National champions
The 1991-92 women’s basketball NCAA
Division III national championship team
put up the greatest season in the history of
sports at Alma College. The Scots, coached
by Charlie Goffnett, defeated Moravian
79-75 in the national championship game on
March 21, 1992. Facebook/Jim Peck

1985 — EHS established
One of Alma’s popular majors, Exercise
and Health Science, was established in 1985.
Among longest serving faculty included
Charles Gray (1965-1993) and current member John Davis (1985-).
1986 — New programs
Biochemistry and Computer and Information
Science were established as majors in 1986.
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1992 — Model UN offered
In 1992, Alma introduced a two-credit
course on Model United Nations — the
starting point of the College’s unprecedented record of success at the Midwest and
National Model UN conferences.
1992 — Majors added
New academic majors were established
in 1992 in Communication, International
Business Administration and Mathematical
Sciences.
1993 — Taking center stage: The arts
A new performing arts building opened in
October 1993. The Oscar E. Remick Heritage Center for the Performing Arts, one
of the finest and most beautiful performing
facilities in the region, supports the College’s programs in dance, music and theatre.
Facebook/Bethany Emery
1995 — India Fellows
Students Ann Gibbs and Nicole Perdue
were identified in 1995 as the first India
Fellows as part of the Alma College
Global Service Program. The teaching
internship was arranged with the Mathen Mappilai Memorial Public School in
Ayroor, Kerala, India.
1997 — Flawed rankings
President Stone attempted to organize a
boycott of the U.S. News and World Report
college rankings in 1997, urging national
14
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liberal arts college leaders to join him in refusing to participate in the annual survey. An
outspoken critic of higher education guides
that rank institutions, Dr. Stone’s advocacy
received national media attention, including
stories in USA Today, the Chicago Tribune
and the Chronicle of Higher Education.
1997 — Exercise and health
Construction of the McIntyre Center for
Exercise and Health Science began in March
1997 and was completed for occupancy in
October 1997. The structure houses the
Colina Human Performance Laboratory,
the Cardiovascular Physiology Laboratory,
Human Anatomy Laboratory and, rare for a
small liberal arts college, the cadaver lab.
1997 — Soccer titles
Alma’s 1997 men’s soccer team won its firstever MIAA championship. Two years later,
the 1999 men’s team made it to the NCAA

Final Four — special memories for these
student-athletes. Facebook/Jeff Bateson
1998 — Kapp Honors Day
Church historian Martin E. Marty was the
keynote speaker for the first Honors Day at
Alma College in 1998. Kapp Honors Day is
now an annual event celebrating the achievements, research and creativity of students.
1999 — Alumni find a home
In 1999, a major renovation program funded
entirely by alumni produced the Smith
Alumni House, named for Art ’38 and Carra
Jones ’42 Smith. The structure had previously housed past presidents, faculty and
students and the Kirk International Center.

2000-present
2000 — Board restructuring

Following intense discussion and debate,
Alma College restructured its Board of
Trustees in 2000, with faculty members
and students no longer serving as voting
members.
2000 — Baseball field constructed
Klenk Park on Charles Road was dedicated on May 13, 2000. The state-of-the-art
baseball facility was named in honor of Bill
Klenk ’59 for his 30-plus years of service to
Scot athletics. The centerfield scoreboard
was dedicated in honor of Jim Northrup
’62, who went on to play in the 1968 World
Series with the Detroit Tigers. In 2002, the
Scotland Yard soccer field opened adjacent
to Klenk Park.

2001 — September 11, 2001

2001 — Vocation explorations

The national terrorist attack on the World
Trade Center and Pentagon on Sept. 11,
2001, though not directed at Michigan,
nonetheless interrupted normal life on the
campus as faculty, staff and students responded in unity with prayer vigils, discussions and reflection. Facebook/Kym Carlson

A $2 million grant was received from the
Lilly Endowment Inc. in 2001 for the establishment of the “Discovering Vocation: The
Lilly Project at Alma College.” The project
provided funds for the theological exploration of vocation. The project concluded in
2007 with the creation of the Center for
Responsible Leadership.

2001 — Fit and trim
The Stone Recreation Center was dedicated on Sept. 28, 2001, providing a studentfocused facility with multiple basketball,
volleyball and tennis courts; three-lane
track; fitness room; climbing wall; and
multipurpose room for aerobics and
fitness classes.

2005 — Call to action
President Tracy called on the Alma College
community to a Year of Action in response
to the “overwhelming needs of those affected by Hurricane Katrina.” Students
engaged in fund-raising efforts and took
service trips to assist in rebuilding efforts in
Louisiana, Mississippi and other areas.

2001 – No. 12: Saundra J. Tracy
Following her appointment as president in
2001, Saundra Tracy engaged the campus in
a strategic planning process that reinforced
the College’s historic commitment to the
liberal arts. The process resulted in the College’s current mission “to prepare graduates
who think critically, serve generously, lead
purposefully, and live responsibly as stewards of the world they bequeath to future
generations.” She served until her retirement in 2010.
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2005 — Only One Alma

2006 — Dole, McGovern speak

Alma College unveiled a new logo and visual
identity branding campaign designed to
enhance the College’s profile with its many
audiences. The logomark combined the
“Only One Alma” tagline with an updated
pinecone logo. The new logo won an award
from Admissions Advertising Award in 2006.

Senior statesmen and former presidential candidates Robert Dole and George
McGovern visited Alma in September
2006 and spoke to a full gymnasium as the
keynote speakers for the inaugural Center
for Responsible Leadership Speakers Series.
Their talk was videotaped and later aired on
statewide public television.

2005 — Leadership emphasized
Innovative leadership programs were
initiated in 2005. The Center for Responsible Leadership provides opportunities
for all students to improve their leadership
abilities, while the Posey Global Leadership
Initiative funds international experiences for
students. According to President Tracy, the
leadership initiatives were built on Alma’s
long-standing emphasis on public service
and civic engagement while also addressing
the needs of today’s workplace.
2005 — Green living
Wright Hall, Alma’s “green” apartment
residence facility, opened in January 2005.
The building was designed with student input to be a model of environmental sustainability. Fond memories of the first Wright
Hall provided the fund-raising impetus for
the name and construction.
2006 — Josh Brehm wins Gagliardi
Trophy
The national spotlight shone on Alma
College in 2006 when senior quarterback
Josh Brehm was awarded the Gagliardi
Trophy as the nation’s most outstanding
football player in NCAA Division III. In
his senior season, Brehm led the nation
in total offense, passing yards and passing
yards per game. Off the field, the humble
student-athlete from Ithaca double majored
in business and psychology, devoted many
hours of community service and was named
to the ESPN The Magazine Academic All
America Second Team. Facebook/Patrick
Tompkins
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2006 — Highland Java Cafe
The first student-run café opened on the
first floor of the library in the Colina Wing
in the fall of 2006. The student organization
Students in Free Enterprise manages the
café, which offers snacks and beverages during regular morning and late evening hours.
2007 — Madam Secretary
More than 1,800 people filled a jam-packed
Cappaert Gymnasium on Sept. 12, 2007 to
hear former Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright discuss her life and career. Following her speech, she signed books for nearly
45 minutes.
2008 — DDT Conference
Alma College and the Pine River Superfund Task Force hosted the Eugene Kenaga
International DDT Conference on Environ-

ment and Health on March 14, 2008, attracting several international experts to frame
and lead discussions of current knowledge
of DDT and other persistent pollutants.
The scholars drafted a consensus statement
urging global policymakers to reconsider the
future use of the synthetic pesticide DDT.
2008 — Vicente Fox comes
A full gymnasium of more than 1,500 people
attended a speech by former Mexico President Vicente Fox as part of the Swanson
Leadership Speaker Series.
2009 — Ecuador collaboration
Leaders from Alma College and Equatorialis University in Ecuador met in Alma Feb.
13, 2009 to sign an articulation agreement
that provides easy transfer for South American students who wish to earn an American
degree at Alma College. As part of the
agreement, Alma students practice Spanish language skills, explore the Galapagos
Islands and other environmental locations
and conduct research with faculty during
internships in Ecuador.

2009 — Open Windows succeeds

2010 — Hogan dedicated

In the fall of 2009, Alma College successfully
completed its largest fund-raising campaign
in its history more than nine months ahead
of schedule. The $35.25 million Open Windows Campaign was launched in 2004; more
than $37 million in gifts and pledges were
raised for campaign goals ranging from
student scholarships to academic programs
to buildings.

The original Hogan Center, built in 1968,
received a $10.2 million renovation in
2009-10, including the construction of the
29,000-square-foot Art Smith Arena, an
addition that will serve as the College’s
primary venue for commencement, major
events and athletics. Jim Hogan (son of Romain ’28 and Helen Kempf ’28 Hogan, after
whom the Hogan Center was named) spoke
at the ribbon-cutting ceremony on Oct. 8,
2010, to officially open the facility.

2010 — No. 13: Jeff Abernathy
President Jeff Abernathy arrived at Alma
College in June 2010. In his remarks at
Fall Conference, he said, “Our plan will be
rooted in our identity. We are not Amherst
College, nor Ave Maria, neither MSU nor
Phoenix. We are Alma. There is no prouder
claim we can make. We are Alma … and
we will remain so. Second, our plan will
respond to our changing environment. …
We will plan for a college whose 150th year
will be even brighter than its 125th.”

2010 — New academic programs
Alma faculty in 2010 approved new majors
in the general area of integrated health:
Biotechnology, Environmental Studies and
Health Care Administration. They are the
first new majors at Alma in 18 years.

What did we miss?
Many alumni have their own special
memories and can recall defining
moments from their Alma College
experience. Let us know what we
missed. We will print your observations and memories.
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campus news
Alma attracts fifth highest
enrollment
Alma College reported its fifth highest student enrollment
last fall. The total headcount of 1,422 students was just 25
students shy of the College’s all-time high. New students
numbered 398, the fifth highest incoming class since 2000.
Alma’s total headcount includes students from 26 states and
15 countries.
“Despite a rough economy that challenged many students
and their families, we maintained an enrollment above 1,400
as the College continues to more forward with a sense of
momentum and energy,” said Karen Klumpp, vice president
for enrollment.

Book analyzes theology and
capitalism
In her new book, The Protestant
Ethic or the Spirit of Capitalism: Christians, Freedom and Free
Markets, Alma College author Kate
Blanchard explores Calvinist theology in relation to capitalism as it is
understood today.
“Sociologist Max Weber theorized that Calvinist theology was
essential to the spread of capitalism in Europe and America in his
famous book, The Protestant Ethic
and the Spirit of Capitalism,” says
Blanchard, assistant professor of religious studies. “The book looks at Calvin’s theology with an eye
toward his economic teachings and compares it to the teachings
of Adam Smith and the Chicago school of economics.”
The book, which was based on her dissertation, is the culmination of six years of work.

Slaughter wins an Emmy

Photo highlights

Stephany Slaughter was a
field producer for “Which
Way Home,” which won
an Emmy for Outstanding
Informational Programming Long Form. The
film, which aired on HBO,
explores topics related to
immigration, as it follows unaccompanied child
migrants on their journey
across Mexico in hopes of
reaching the United States.

1. Mark and Jan Knowles, owners of Stucchi’s, were the
2010 recipients of the Community Service Award.
They were honored at halftime of the Sept. 18 Community Appreciation Day football game by President
Abernathy. Misfortune struck later in October when a
downtown fire destroyed their store.

“It has been an incredible
honor to be associated with
this film because I believe so much in the topic it brings to
light,” said the assistant professor of Spanish at Alma College.
The film also earned an Oscar nomination for Best Documentary Feature in February 2010.
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2. St. Johns senior Brandt Ayoub and Kalamazoo senior
Aysha Abiade were crowned Homecoming king and
queen during halftime of the football game.
3. Homecoming Grand Marshal Joe Walser and his wife
Kathy.
4. Renovations to the Eddy Music Center are nearly
complete. The new glass-enclosed reception area offers a beautiful view of campus.
5. The Hogan Center dedication took place on October
8, 2010.

Professor Bu speaks in Austria

Alternative breaks create active
citizens

History Professor Liping Bu was the invited keynote speaker at an
academic conference in Austria that celebrated the 60th anniversary
of the country’s Fulbright Program. The conference highlighted the
ongoing research related to the impacts of the Fulbright academic
exchange program.

The alternative break program continues to be a popular activity
for Alma College students. Last October, student teams prepared
locally produced food for hungry children in Grand Rapids,
served meals at a homeless shelter and Ronald McDonald House
in Detroit, and performed maintenance projects for a YMCA
camp in West Branch.

Bu is considered a global authority on academic exchanges. Her
2003 book, Making the World Like Us: Education, Cultural Expansion
and the American Century, has had significant influence on the scholarship of international education and foreign relations.

Ten additional alternative breaks in January and February were
designed to engage students in a variety of week-long service
opportunities, ranging from building and refurbishing homes,
interacting with terminally ill children, serving meals to the
homeless, assisting local agencies in fighting poverty, and interacting with immigrants on the Mexico border.

“I was quite pleasantly surprised by the invitation, but it’s a great
honor to have my scholarship recognized on an international level,”
said Bu. “I feel very proud to represent both Alma College and the
U.S. at the conference.”

“Doing service is so rewarding,” says Standish senior Alyssa
Walters, who has participated in three service breaks. “Not only
are you volunteering during alternative breaks, you also hope to
take away something from your trip and bring it back to your local community. There is so much you can learn from these trips
that you can apply in your home community.”

1
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Spider Signals:
Courtship or appetizer?
Innovative research uses high-definition computer animation to analyze how the
physical environment affects spider communication.
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Being a male wolf spider is a tough
gig. As they court females, they
don’t know if they are being evaluated as a potential mate or the main
course for dinner.
The complexity of spider behavior — the
longstanding research interest of Alma College biologist Dave Clark — is the subject of
a research project that has been awarded a
three-year $485,000 grant from the National
Science Foundation.
The project — which includes the development of animated spider images and the use of
innovative digital video playback technology
— is a collaboration between Alma College
and the University of Cincinnati and a partnership with the Cincinnati Nature Center.
Alma College students will spend a semester
or summer session conducting research at the
University of Cincinnati alongside graduate
students and postdoctoral fellows.
Both laboratory and field components are
included in the project, with a Spring Term
opportunity at the Cincinnati Nature Center.
Joining Clark as a co-principal investigator for the project is UC faculty researcher
George Uetz.
“I’m very excited about this research and the
opportunity for undergraduate students to
conduct research in ways that will maximize
their educational experience,” says Clark.
“Our intent is to better understand how spiders communicate in complex environments.”
Clark studies the different modes of communication used by a variety of animals, including lizards, fish and spiders.
For spiders, communication can take many
forms, and some species use multiple modes,
including visual communication, such as body
posturing or leg waving. Spiders also can
communicate by generating sounds, such as
limb tapping, like a percussionist, or rubbing
body parts. In addition, the spiders’ silk can
communicate the presence of females or other
males in the area.
For the current study, Clark and Uetz will
investigate how the physical environment
and the presence of the intended receivers,
eavesdroppers and predators influence spider
signals. High-definition computer animated
versions of male spiders will be constructed at

Alma College. Using digital video playback
technology pioneered by the research team,
animated spider images will be presented to
wolf spiders and their predators on the handheld iPod Touch and iPad tablet computer.

“I’m very excited
about this research
and the opportunity
for undergraduate
students to conduct
research in ways
that will maximize
their educational
experience.”
“In our studies, we have found that male
wolf spiders respond to the courtship of other
males,” says Clark. “If they see courtship behavior by other males, that’s a signal to them
that there may be a female in the area. As
male density goes up, male courtship behavior
increases. We want to continue to pursue how
males use other males to find females.”

The problem for courting males, however,
is that they are being evaluated for different purposes. Other males are using them
to eavesdrop and find females. Females
are evaluating them for their size and as a
suitable mate — larger males translate into
bigger and more eggs for the female.
“But females have a dual selective process,”
says Clark. “Besides evaluating males as
mates, females also are selecting males to eat.
Females are choosy mates and not-so-choosey
predators. Males, of course, are not interested
in being the prey.”
And then there are other predators like toads
and birds that will happily eat male spiders no
matter what they look like.
“We want to look at both the influence of
predators and how the physical environment
affects detection and discrimination of male
spider signals,” says Clark.
Clark and his students will use digital video
playback technology to alter male signals
and environmental backgrounds to test how
spiders are detected and evaluated.
The faculty researchers will train and supervise teams of students in field data collection,
video digitization and statistical analysis
techniques. Students also will have the
opportunity to conduct their own research
projects to investigate related questions,
search the literature using the Internet and
make research presentations.
— Mike Silverthorn
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Model UN: Developing
the capacity to care
Alma College has won more outstanding delegation awards than any college or
university in the 88-year history of the National Model United Nations conference
in New York City.

Competition isn’t limited to athletics. For Alma College students who
participate in Model United Nations,
it’s about tackling issues such as
terrorism, environmental degradation and international trade.
Starting in 1992 as a two-credit, seven-week
course with roughly a dozen students, Alma’s
Model UN program is currently a four-credit,
semester long course averaging 30-plus students. It has an unprecedented record of success at both the Midwest and National Model
UN conferences.
Alma has won more outstanding delegation
awards than any college or university in the
88-year history of the national conference. For
14 consecutive years, at least one of its teams
has received an “outstanding delegation”
award, the highest honor at the conference.
“We’ve won 26 ‘outstanding delegation’
awards at the conference over the last 16
years, and we’re the only school to have won
three in the same year,” says Derick “Sandy”
Hulme, the program’s faculty advisor. “We’ve
had a fantastic run of success.”
In addition to the College’s overwhelming
support of Model UN, without which Hulme
says the program wouldn’t exist, the key to
this success is simple: the students are committed to each other.
“This is a team in the very best sense of the
word,” says Hulme, a political science professor. “The students realize that in order to be
personally successful, they have to participate
as part of a larger group. If one committee
isn’t recognized as outstanding, then the team
can’t be recognized as outstanding.”
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Each team represents a particular country or
non-governmental organization (NGO), and
students work closely with partners on their
assigned committee. They spend months of
late nights and early mornings holed up in
the library, researching issues to create policies. They also write and edit position papers, prepare speeches and take oral exams,
among other tasks.
“The issues we research are so complicated,
you could spend years researching them,”
says St. Clair sophomore Elizabeth Wayne.
“We only have the semester, though, so it’s
quite the challenge to learn enough to create
a policy. It has ignited a passion within me
that has pushed me to work harder than I
knew I could.”
Taking on such a challenge is one of the many
reasons Hulme says Model UN is a learning
experience unlike anything else.
“When your homework is trying to figure out
how to help AIDS orphans in Africa, there is
no finishing your homework,” he says. “It can
be frustrating for students because they have a
sense that they’re never done.”
Given the enormous amount of work students
do in such a short span of time, it’s no wonder
those who have participated often describe the
experience as a blur or a whirlwind.
“Model UN feels much like what I imagine
working for the State Department is like,”
says Lauren Shaw, a Saginaw senior, who has
been involved since her freshman year. “It’s
not a class where you can slack off, and I am
absolutely a better student because of it.”
The program has helped students secure internships at the most prestigious international
institutions and leading NGOs and launched

them into the best graduate and law programs
in the world.
In addition, Model UN students have won 21
out of the 37 nationally competitive scholarships awarded to Alma students since 2000,
totaling more than $700,000.
“I’ve been teaching at small liberal arts
institutions for 23 years, and nothing moves
a student more rapidly along a developmental curve than Model UN,” says Hulme. “It
begins the process of cultivating students who
will become leaders in whatever field they
ultimately choose to pursue.”
A Gates Cambridge Scholar with a PhD in
international relations, Svitlana Kobzar ’04 is
one of these leaders.
In her work as an associate analyst at an
organization that conducts policy research for
government and NGOs, she often calls on the
skills she learned during her three years in
Model UN.
“Judging from my own and my friends’ experiences, Model UN prepares you to achieve
more than you thought you could,” she says.
“I gained confidence and learned many
lessons, including how to present to groups.
When I give presentations for government
officials, I draw on my experience.”
Despite the successes of Model UN students,
Hulme says the perception that the program
is only for students who receive perfect grades
is incorrect.
“Last year, I had a student who had a 0.6
GPA as a freshman his first semester,” he says.
“During the second semester, he took Model
UN and something just ‘clicked.’ He ended
up with a 3.5 GPA for the semester, and he’s
doing fantastically well.”

From pre-medicine to education majors,
Model UN also is a diverse group. Hulme’s
only requirement for students participating is
that they are passionate about something. If
they aren’t, he’s confident they will find it.

Model UN: ‘A marathon with a sprint at the end’
“More importantly, it provided a rare opportunity to practice both public speaking skills
and more subtle negotiation skills.”

“I feel like the capacity to care is never greater
than when you’re the age of these students,”
he says. “They understand that the world is
not ‘out there.’ They’re a part of the international community, and it matters to them in
ways that it might not have mattered to their
parents or grandparents.”
This passion is apparent in any conversation
with students or alumni who have participated in Model UN. In fact, Wayne admits there
were times last semester when she wished it
were the only class on her schedule.
“It’s amazing to me that I get credits for
spending time working on topics that I am
truly passionate about,” she says. “Model UN
has shown me not only how big of a world
we are, and how big the problems we face
are, but also how I can be a part of enacting
meaningful change.”
Hulme hopes Model UN’s exciting opportunities help his students, realize — just as
Wayne has — that they can, in fact, change
the world.
“I want them to know that they are not to be
stopped by a list of reasons why they can’t do
something,” he says. “They’re approaching
issues with fresh eyes and a sense of ‘something has to be done,’ and they’re going to
figure out how to make that happen. They
have committed to be extraordinary and do
extraordinary things.”
— Ellen Doepke

Like many Model UN participants, Karbowski, who was a foreign service major,
describes Model UN as a whirlwind, with
late nights, early mornings and months of
research.

After participating in Model United Nations
for four years, Jessica Karbowski ’04 couldn’t
get enough of international affairs. She took
this interest to Yale Law School, where she
focused on international trade and human
rights law.
“The impact Model UN had on my life is
so significant, it’s almost comical,” she says.
“In a lot of ways, it helped me choose the
career path I’m currently on. For example,
representing Mauritius in Model UN gave
me the idea that later formed the basis for
my Fulbright Scholarship research proposal,
and I ended up moving there for a year. ”
Ten years after joining the Model UN team
at Alma College, Karbowski, who is a lawyer
in the Office of the Legal Adviser at the U.S.
Department of State, still works on the kinds
of issues she grappled with while in Model
UN. This time, it’s for real.
“Model UN taught me skills such as how to
be a better writer and researcher in addition
to substantive knowledge I still use,” she says.

“Model UN is like a marathon with a sprint
at the end,” she says. “It’s definitely high
energy, high speed and high reward. Each
year, I found that I was more prepared than
other delegates.”
Accomplishments aside, Karbowski says
the best part of the Model UN experience
is the relationships she formed. She lived in
the Model UN House for two years, and her
housemates remain among her closest friends.
“We got nervous together, we strategized
together, we decompressed together, and we
supported each other through it all,” she says.
“These relationships have endured to present
day. In the past year, I have seen Model UN
alumni in New York, Anchorage, Toledo,
D.C. and Alma.”
Karbowski also formed a close relationship with Model UN faculty advisor Sandy
Hulme, with whom she continues to keep
in touch.
“Dr. Hulme has been an amazing mentor for
me, and I owe him a great debt of gratitude,”
she says. “I have it on good authority that he
likes to use me as example of ‘what not to
do.’ The team just keeps getting better and
better, and its current members would run
circles around me now.”
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Mentoring
Kate Bruder ’08

abandoned boys

Kate Bruder returns to Peru as a missionary

Kate Bruder ’08 learned to lead at Alma College.
The Dearborn native was a resident assistant and a member of
various committees and other student organizations. She also
participated in the Center for Responsible Leadership and led
alternative break trips.
“I have always been called to service and volunteerism,” she
says. “I truly enjoy helping others. Through these experiences,
I learned just as much as I did in the classroom, and they all
contributed to who I am today.”
Bruder plans to take her leadership skills to Peru for three years
as a full-time missionary through Scripture Union, a nondenominational, Christ-centered international movement.
“Growing up, I always knew I would live overseas,” she says.
“While at Alma, I studied for five months in Spain, and I absolutely loved it. I am thoroughly fascinated by other cultures.”
After Bruder’s first visit to Peru in 2001, she has returned nearly
a dozen times to volunteer with Scripture Union’s abandoned
boys program, which houses groups of 40 boys.
“Seeing the kids grow up is so rewarding,” she says. “Many of
them were living on the streets, caught up with prostitution or
drugs and had resorted to stealing food to survive. In their short
lives, they’ve changed so much and overcame many obstacles.”
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As a missionary, Bruder will
live at the various houses with
abandoned boys, who range in
age from 5 to 18. While acting
as a translator and working with
volunteer teams, she will mentor
and teach the boys.
Bruder, who studied Spanish and
communication at Alma, also will
be in charge of Scripture Union’s
communication department.
“I know this will be a great
experience because it’s what I am
called to be doing,” she says. “I
am so excited! Working with 40
kids can be frustrating, but the
good days are great.”
To read more about her experiences, or to support her fundraising
efforts, please visit her blog:
www.katherinebruder.com/peru.
— Ellen Doepke

Loving your

enemies
In her journey for forgiveness, Lisa Gibson
’91 promotes humility, goodwill and service
to others through her national organization,
Peace and Prosperity Alliance

Lisa Gibson ’91

During her freshman year at Alma College, Lisa Gibson ’91 lost
her brother in the bombing of Pan Am Flight 103. This tragedy
would significantly impact her path in life.

Life in Death: A Journey from Terrorism to Triumph was published
in 2008.

She is the founder and executive director of the Peace and Prosperity Alliance, a nonprofit organization that addresses terrorism and
oppression by bridging the gap between the developed and developing world through humility, goodwill and service to others.

“I realized that this journey was not
just about me — it was about other
people as well,” she says. “I came to
understand the humanity of us all.”

“Losing my brother turned my life upside down, and it has been a
long journey overcoming the loss,” says Gibson. “It has influenced
me to do something to bring those responsible to justice and overcome this act of evil with good.”

Through her work, Gibson has
traveled to more countries than
she can count, but she continues to
find inspiration with each stamp in
her passport.

On her journey for forgiveness, she was encouraged to personally
reconcile with Libya, the country that formally admitted responsibility for the 1988 bombing over Lockerbie, Scotland that killed all 259
people on board as well as 11 on the ground. This involved writing a
letter of forgiveness to the man convicted of the crime and meeting
with Libyan leader Muammar al-Gaddafi, whom she also forgave.
As a Christian, she says she thought about how the Bible said she
was to “love my enemies” and felt challenged to do that in a concrete way. But it was a challenge she needed to take on.
In 2005, she traveled to Libya, where she met with government officials and citizens, sharing her story.
“I had a desire to meet the people of Libya and see them differently,” says Gibson. “I talked to them about how they felt about the
bombing, and their reaction was very heartfelt. Grown men wept.”
This and Gibson’s other experiences on her journey have provided
valuable insight, inspiring her to write a book. The award-winning

“My travels challenge me to see the
world a little bit differently,” she
says. “I also am reminded often of
the power of freedom that we have
in the United States.”
While at Alma, Gibson, who
studied political science, first found
inspiration during a Spring Term
course in Jamaica, where she did
an independent study on economic
development.
She continued to focus her interest
on world issues by writing her
senior thesis on Islamic terrorism,
hoping to answer the question,
“Why?”

“I’ve always had a desire to focus on
public policy issues, but Alma made
me think about how to change
the world we live in,” she says.
“Through my experiences at Alma,
I learned that my voice matters. I
also learned to think critically, and
this skill is what I have used most
in my life.”
Prior to her work with the Peace
and Prosperity Alliance, Gibson,
who has a juris doctorate from
Cooley Law School, worked for
many years in child advocacy.
The U.S. Junior Chamber Jaycees
recently named her one of Ten Outstanding Young Americans.
“We have a choice in how we choose
to respond to tragedy, and I chose
the road less traveled,” she says. “If
we don’t change things, no one will.
For me, it was the only way to not
see my brother’s life in vain.”
For more information, please visit
peaceandprosperityalliance.org.
— Ellen Doepke

www.alma.edu
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Making a

difference
in
Taylor Gibson ’10

Africa

Service in Sierra Leone includes
a bout with malaria

Four years of participating in Model United Nations helped
Taylor Gibson ’10 find her passion. She has explored this passion for social issues around the world, most recently in Sierra
Leone, where she lived and worked in a hospital.

Gibson is quick to add that her
suffering wasn’t without benefit, as
it allowed her to truly experience
what Africans experience everyday.

From August to November 2010, she taught English and computer
classes and helped with public health initiatives. Because she had been
to Africa before, she says she was prepared for some of the things she
saw, but that didn’t make experiencing them any less difficult.

“I’ve read about how malaria is one
of the reasons why Africa, as a continent, is so unproductive, but now
I understand,” she says. “For three
days, I could do absolutely nothing.”

“I saw a lot of children die for silly reasons, from diseases that are
preventable,” says Gibson, who studied history and political science. “It’s frustrating because you want to help; you want to change
things overnight, but you simply can’t do that.”
But she was able to make a difference. During a celebration prior to
her departure, one of her students, who didn’t know the alphabet
when she met him, read a prepared speech that he wrote.
“To know that I was able to help one person made me feel really
good,” says Gibson. “Sierra Leone was surreal, and that was the best
part of the experience.”
Making a difference didn’t come without a cost to her health, however. She became very ill during her trip, coming down with both
malaria and typhoid.
Because medical tests initially were negative, the Greenville native
spent a day without treatment and suffered from a headache, fever
and hallucinations.
“Because I had studied malaria in Model UN, I knew that it’s one of
the world’s biggest killers, but I didn’t know what it felt like,” she
says. “It was horrible, and I wouldn’t wish it on my worst enemy.”
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While in Sierra Leone, Gibson
donated Posey Global Scholarship
money to the hospital. She also
explored how future Alma College
students involved in the program,
which provides annual support to
Model UN, can help.
In addition to a previous P-Global
trip to Tanzania, a Spring Term
course in China and an internship
at the U.S. State Department, in
which she helped write a speech for
former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, she has a lot of reasons
to love her alma mater.
“I’ve had opportunities that I
couldn’t have gotten anywhere
else,” says Gibson. “So many aspects
about Alma open doors.”

She also gives credit to Model
UN, which she says is a catalyst
for her career.
“Model UN was the best thing I
did for my college career and for
everything else that followed,” she
says. “You study all these issues, and
it’s just unimaginable, the things
that happen to people, and much of
it goes unnoticed. But I actually got
to see what it’s really like.”
Though Gibson has no doubt
she wants to return overseas and
continue to help as much as she can,
she also sees possibilities for doing
just that in the United States.
“The problem is that people sitting
in an office don’t always know
what’s going on out in the field,
and people out in the field don’t
necessarily know how to properly
implement policy,” she says. “To
be the most effective, I believe you
should have experience in both
the field and the office to truly
understand the issues and develop
practical solutions.”
— Ellen Doepke

International

blessings
Harold Harder ’64 heads an organization
that provides pharmaceuticals, vitamins and
medical supplies to medical teams traveling
worldwide

Harold Harder ’64 may have been a physics major,
but he shares a fondness for all the classes he took
at Alma College.
“Liberal arts is a misnomer,” he says. “Liberating arts’ is more
accurate. I deeply appreciate my non-major coursework, and I
appreciate Alma because of the experience I had there.”
In particular, Harder raves about his Western Civilization
classes, as they have proved critically important in his role as
founder and president of Blessings International. The nonprofit
organization’s mission is to alleviate suffering by providing
medicine and promoting health worldwide.
“The Western Civilization coursework really prepared me for
what we do abroad,” he says. “We studied every culture, and
this knowledge has helped me understand the challenges that
exist within each country I visit.”
Harder’s economics minor also has proved to be a blessing.
“My minor has been crucial in understanding market forces,”
he says. “It helped me to facilitate the courage I’ve had to exhibit
in order to be involved in major international commerce as a
nonprofit organization.”
Inspired by a mission trip to Guatemala, Harder founded Blessings International in 1981 while holding the position of associate
professor of pharmacology at Oral Roberts University.

Harold Harder ’64

“After I went to Guatemala,
I couldn’t get the experience
out of my head,” he says. “The
experience wouldn’t leave me. I
kept thinking about the children
there who were half the height
and weight they should’ve been.
As they stood in line waiting for
medicine, I could read the fear in
their eyes. It was unnerving.”
Harder left his faculty position in
1985 to focus full time on Blessings, an appropriate name for an
undertaking that has provided
him with just that.
“It required a lot of faith to initiate this project, and it continues
to require faith, but I thoroughly
enjoy what I’m doing,” he says.
“No one else in the country is doing what we are.”
Blessings created a major importfor-export program to provide
pharmaceuticals, vitamins and
medical supplies for its thousands

of medical teams that travel
abroad each year.
This success has resulted in the
creation of many new full-time
positions and the completion
of a new office, warehouse and
pharmaceutical packaging facility
for which the organization held a
dedication in August.
In addition to relief efforts in
Pakistan, the organization also is
focusing its resources in northern
Myanmar, where Blessings is
committed to a major tuberculosis
treatment program.
“I have eight or nine bags of
medicine ready to go, in addition
to a laboratory in a suitcase,” he
says. “Since chemotherapy was
both my former research and
teaching expertise, this program is
a natural project for me. Despite
many challenges, I believe it will
be deeply satisfying.”
— Ellen Doepke

www.alma.edu
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athletics news

Scots win first MIAA title in
women’s soccer
The women’s soccer team won the
2010 MIAA regular season championship, giving the Scots their firstever league title in the sport’s 21-year
history at Alma College.
“To go through league play undefeated is pretty special,” says Scots Head
Coach Jeff Hosler. “It feels very good
to be the first to win a league title in
women’s soccer for Alma. It was a goal when I took the job five
years ago, and to accomplish it is very rewarding.”
The Scots finished 7-0-1 in league play and 14-5-1 on the season.
Calvin defeated the Scots 3-1 in the MIAA Tournament Championship game at Scotland Yard.
Right: After beating her defender on the dribble, Carly Reising ’12
(All-MIAA 1st Team and NSCAA All-Region 2nd Team) was forced
to hurdle the opponent’s late tackle en route to goal in the MIAA
Semi-Final. Alma won and moved on to host the MIAA Tournament
Championship match.

Do you know the next great

Scot?

We’ve all met that great high school student who we immediately thought would be a great addition to
Alma College. Maybe it’s your neighbor, your friend from church, your best friend’s cousin or your
nephew. Be sure to let us know about them by completing our online form:

https://secure.alma.edu/people/alumni/refer
By completing the online referral form, you will notify the Admissions Office of the prospective student
and your connection to them. Any referrals will receive information about Alma College and get
on our mailing list. Once they have completed their junior year of high school, they will also receive
an application and will have the application fee waived because of you.
By the way, if the prospective student is the child, grandchild or sibling of an Alma College alumnus,
he or she will be eligible for our Alumni Award — for all four years.
If you would like materials about Alma College to place in your home, office, classroom, church, favorite
coffee house or to give to that next great Scot, just contact Laurie DeYoung at deyoung@alma.edu or
1-800-321-ALMA. Thank you for your support!
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Alma College adds new
varsity sports

athletics news

Alma College has added a mix of new academic and athletics
programs in an effort to attract new students.
In 2010, Alma faculty and administration approved the addition of new integrated science majors in biotechnology, health
care administration and environmental studies. More recently,
the College has added women’s and men’s lacrosse, women’s
bowling and men’s wrestling as varsity sports.

Renovations planned for
softball field

The addition of the new sports increases the number of varsity
sports at Alma College from 18 to 22 — 11 for women and 11
for men. The new sports programs are expected to start competition in 2011-12 pending the successful hiring of coaches to
develop the programs.

Extensive renovations are planned for Scots Park, the home of
the Alma College softball team, including a repositioned field,
larger dugouts, permanent home run fence, warm-up areas,
storage facility and press box. Work will begin in June following the 2011 season.

“More than one-third of our students typically participate
in intercollegiate athletics, and as many as 50 percent of all
new students consider playing a sport,” says Leister. “Adding lacrosse, wrestling and bowling provides an opportunity
for students who enjoy these sports to maximize their college
experience at Alma.”

“The improvements will provide an enhanced facility and
competitive environment for a program that has achieved remarkable success over many years,” says Athletic Director John
Leister. “The project is part of continuous improvements to our
athletics facilities and are complementary to the new Hogan
Center. The renovations will serve the softball program well
into the future.”
The field will stay in its current general location north of the
Hogan Center but will be moved approximately 60 feet east
and slightly south — away from the nearby railroad tracks and
allowing more room for spectators. A permanent fence will
surround the field with a warning track in the outfield. An
underground irrigation system will be added to the field.

Jason Levesque was hired as the new men’s lacrosse coach after
serving two seasons as defensive coach and recruiting coordinator at Canisius College. The team will compete in its inaugural
season in spring 2012, with matches to be played at Bahlke
Field. The field turf at Bahlke Field is slated for replacement in
June 2011.
“Lacrosse is a growing sport both in terms of participation and
popularity in Michigan and the Midwest,” says Leister. “Many
high schools have added lacrosse to their sports programs, yet
opportunities to compete beyond high school are limited.”

New dugouts, batting cages, bullpens and a storage building
and press box also will be constructed as part of the project.

Wrestling and bowling have the highest high school participation rates in Michigan of those sports that Alma College has
not previously sponsored, according to Leister, with both sports
significantly under-represented at the college level.

Since 1994, the Scots have won or shared the Michigan Intercollegiate Athletics Association regular season title 15 times
and the MIAA tournament eight times and have appeared in
15 NCAA Regional Tournaments.

More than 450 high schools in Michigan offer varsity wrestling,
with approximately 11,300 participants in 2010, along with
approximately 45,000 high school wrestlers in Wisconsin, Ohio,
Indiana and Illinois.
Bowling is sponsored by more than 300 high schools in Michigan. High school girls bowling set a high participation mark in
Michigan in 2010 with more than 2,900 participants, according
to data from the Michigan High School Athletic Association.
Alma College has a wrestling legacy, with varsity teams competing through 1984. The 1980-81, 1981-82 and 1982-83 wrestling teams won consecutive league titles and are members of
the Alma College Athletics Hall of Fame. Students and alumni
have expressed interest in offering wrestling as a varsity sport
again, says Leister.
The recommendation to add lacrosse, wrestling and women’s
bowling by a campus-wide Athletics Task Force was approved
by Alma College President Jeff Abernathy.
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Save the date
april 8, 2011
Please mark your calendars to join us in
celebrating Alma’s 125th anniversary.
Featured events include a Symposium at and the

Inauguration of Alma’s 13th President,

Dr. Jeff Abernathy.
Visit the Alma Web site for details and event information.

changing lives, building community, leading change.
www.alma.edu
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ALUMNI GREETINGS

Ways to be a
great Scot:
Attend Homecoming. Better yet, come with
a few classmates and have a ‘mini-reunion!’
Put an Alma College sticker in your window
Let us know what you’re up to — send
an alumni note to Accents magazine
Bring a son, daughter, niece or nephew
to Alma for a campus visit
Support your favorite Alma College team
Share your expertise! Participate in an Alma
College career fair
Make a donation to Alma College in
memory of a professor, coach, staffer or
friend, or earmark your gift for a favorite
department or sport.
Recruit a potential Alma student from a high
school near you
Wear your comfortably broken-in Alma
College hoodie or baseball cap proudly
on weekends
Be sure to include Alma College on your
resume or corporate bio
Fly an “A” flag from your front porch on
Saturdays during football season
Send a thank-you note to a favorite
professor
Use an Alma College coffee mug at work
Strike up a conversation with the Alma
Fund phonathon student.
Offer an internship to an Alma student
at your place of business
Attend a Tartan Club event near you
Attend an Alma Choir or Orchestra concert
if their tour brings them to your town
Achieve immortality! Establish an
Alma College endowed scholarship,
or make Alma College a part of your
estate plans.

—Jeff Leestma ‘78

President, Alumni Board
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HOMECOMING 2010

Thanks for the
memories!

ALUMNI CONNECTIONS

UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS

November 5: Baseball alumni
gather for a Pistons game

Feb. 27 - March 4: Choir Tour and Receptions in Florida
March 11: Indianapolis, IN Alumni Receptions
March 24: San Antonio, TX Alumni Reception
April 7: Honors Day
April 8: Inauguration
April 23: Commencement
April 26 - 28: Charlotte, NC area Alumni Receptions
April 30: Alumni Board Meeting at Alma
May 21: Maroon and Cream Gala in Detroit
May 25: Lansing Alumni Event
June 3: Tip of the Mitt Alumni Event in Cheboygan, MI
June 4: Klenk Open in Alma, MI

Stay Connected! If you have recently moved to a new
location, had a change in employment and wish to become
involved with the alumni Tartan Club in your region,
simply contact the Alumni Office at 1-800-291-1312 or
alumnihouse@alma.edu for more information.

ALUMNI GREETINGS

Be a Great Scot!
I’m always pleased, but a bit surprised, when I chance upon a car
that bears an ‘Alma College Alumni’
window sticker or license plate
frame. Pleased, of course, because
as a fellow alumnus, it’s nice to see
another person “fly the colors.” But
I’m always a little surprised, because
seeing such a car, unfortunately, is a
relatively rare occurrence.
When I wear my Alma College
cap, it’s not unusual for a complete
stranger to say to me, “What’s your
connection to Alma,” or “Are you an
Alma grad?” or simply, “Go Scots!”
And when I see someone wearing
the “A” I will also approach them to
determine ‘The Connection.’

A few years ago, while driving on
the freeway, I came upon a car that
had several Alma College stickers in the rear window . . . and an
Alma license plate frame! This guy,
who was much younger than I, was
obviously very proud of his Alma
College education!
At the time, I did not have an Alma
College sticker on my car (I do
now!), but I had my Alma cap with
me, so I pulled alongside him. At
first, I could see him become a bit
agitated with the car hovering next
to him. When he finally glanced
over, I held up my Alma cap and
the tension immediately melted into
a broad smile and a ‘thumbs up!’

Even though we were a generation
apart, we both shared the “Alma
Experience.”
It is no coincidence that the greatest colleges and universities in the
world have strong and active alumni
associations. Whether you are a
current student, alumnus, parent
or friend, I hope you will come to
realize, as I have, that Alma College
is a very special place. And trust me,
Alma College needs you!
I hope to see you on campus, and
GO SCOTS!

Jeff Leestma ‘78
President, Alumni Board

www.alma.edu
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SCOTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

Scotty
Initiation year: 1931.
Plans following Alma: You mean I’m supposed to have plans after Alma?
Dream job: Think I’ve already got that covered!
TV show: Because I grew up before the invention of TV, I prefer to listen
to the radio. I’m a big fan of NPR.
Student organizations: Proud member of the Squirrel Club – the
squirrels are the only ones who have been on campus as long as I
have. We have to stick together!
What’s on your iPod? Onward Scotsmen, show them how you fight! …
Oh, besides the Alma Scots fight song? I like to unwind at night with
some Chopin.
Bookmarked Web pages: Is it cliché to say my iPhone is always safely
tucked away in my sporran, so I can check the scores on Sports Center?
Book you are reading: I’m part of the Division III MIAA Book Club with
other mascots, so I read a lot. Right now, I’m juggling War and Peace,
the Odyssey and The Canterbury Tales. Mostly classics.
Favorite movie: Braveheart – I was an extra in the movie! Bet you can’t
spot me. (It was before I grew my famous handlebar mustache.)
Favorite dessert: Because I have to stay in shape, a scoop – or two, or
five (hey, I work out!) – of frozen yogurt from Saga. With a side of hot
fudge.
Favorite hobbies: When I’m not participating in athletic events, I raise
money for charity through arm wrestling matches. You also can find me
on alternative break experiences.
Your hero: Over the years, Alma’s athletes have continually inspired
me with how much effort they put into their respective sports.
Why Alma College? There’s a sense of family at Alma that cannot be
replicated on any other campus. No matter how old I am, I know I won’t
be replaced by a cute, fluffy Scottie dog.
Favorite Alma memory: I could list 125 of them.
Last time you wore a kilt: Always – I have numerous kilts I keep
on rotation, so I can dry clean them properly. Yes, I even sleep
in my kilt.
Greatest accomplishment (so far): Swimming across the great Atlantic
Ocean and trekking over the Appalachian Mountains in 1931 as a wee
lad to arrive at Alma. The things they make you do to get a job here!
What do you still want to accomplish? I would like to have the honor of
being the longest-standing mascot in Division III athletics.

Above: Scotty takes a shot at
our photographer. Right: Scotty
swaggers down the court at an
Alma College basketball game.
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alumni notes
1940 Virginia Mack Bickley ’40

celebrated her 91st birthday on Sept. 29.
She reports she is still driving and has no
hearing aids or false teeth — just glasses for
reading only. She feels great and is looking
forward to another active year.

1954 Rosemary Berger ’54 retired from

She does daily exercises set up by a therapist and works out three times a week with
a trainer. She reports that Boardman Lake
Glens is the best.

Detroit Public Schools in 1986. She works
for HighScope Research Foundation. She regrets to announce the loss of Nancy Speight
’54, who passed away in February 2010. •
Robert Carney ’54 enjoys winters in Orange
Beach, AL, where he stays at Phoenix V
properties from January to April. He also
enjoys cruising with the Hollways — Bob
’54 and wife, Carol. Several of Robert’s
grandchildren graduated from college in
2010, and several more will graduate in 2011.

1949 William Moore ’49 and Ella Orr

1955 Bonnie Amaya ’55 and Al Amaya

1941 Jeanne Gelston ’41 is doing well.

Moore ’50 welcomed their fourth grandson,
Samuel Brett Moore, in October. They now
have four sons, four grandsons, and one
granddaughter. Samuel is the son of their
youngest son, Keith, and his wife, Sara.

1951

Norm Johnson ’51 is retired.
"Love Wisconsin — Madison is great. Have
family here, a daughter in Chicago and a
son in New York." • Martha Kamperman
Joynt ’51 writes, "Ray and I have been living in Holland, MI, for the past four years
at Freedom Village. Both of us are very
busy with our watercolors and painting.
We are enjoying the senior program of
Hope College, HASP, the Holland Symphony Orchestra, Grand Rapids Opera and
the many activities at Freedom Village."

1953 L. Wayne Johnson ’53 reports

that he and wife, Marve, are so blessed.
They’ve had one granddaughter and three
grandsons graduate from college. Jamie,
Jeffrey, Andrew and Cary studied at the
University of Wisconsin, University of
Minnesota and Concordia University.
This year, Andrew continues to pursue his
master’s degree in physical education. He
intends to be a swim coach. The couple’s
grandson, Kyle, is studying finance and
accounting at the University of Minnesota
Duluth. Granddaughter, Molly, is studying nursing at the University of Minnesota
State, Mankato. • Graham Markes ’53
stays active with his new wife of 4 1/2
years. The couple recently took a fall trip
to New York City and traveled up the
Atlantic Coast and down the St. Lawrence
River to Quebec City on Princess Cruises.

’56 celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary in August accompanied by their two
sons, Cornell ’79 and Nathan, and their
families from Washington. • Carol Cummings Kutzner ’55 is still traveling — 91
countries so far — and still dancing a great
deal. She just completed another quest: a
parachute jump. “Quite thrilling!” • Barbara
Humphries Voorhees ’55 just moved back to
Michigan after 34 years in Florida. “Good to
be home again with family,” she says.

1956

Esther Arnold Emeott ’56 writes,
“My son, Dr. Scott T. Arnold, has written
a book called Soul Fruit: Bearing Blessings
through Cancer, which is an inspiring story
of a family finding hope and healing.” •
Robert Suxton ’56 has been chair and director of Laingsburg Food Bank since January
1992. • Dick Wallace ’56 writes, “Once
again, I enjoyed the Klenk Golf Outing
with my Phi classmates, Jim Wagar, Dick
Humphreys and George Hoysken. We all
qualified (over 75) to hit off the red tees,
but they allowed the 60 and over also to hit
off the ladies. No fair! My wife, Norma,
and I appreciate the Alma College newsletter updates.”

1958

George Carter ’58 writes, “Our
’Bucket List’ included a trip west of the
Mississippi River to celebrate our 51st anniversary and to visit family, friends and
places we’ve lived. We plan to revisit the
Northwestern United States another year. •
Phyllis Dresbach Hedberg ’58 is still happy
as a children’s librarian. Her daughter has
a 4-year-old and twins who are 1 1/2-yearsold.

2011

ALUMNI BOARD
President: Jeff Leestma ’78
Vice President: Dana Catania ’95
Secretary: Alisha Baker ’02
Devon Anthony ’09
Brian Bartes ’87
Virginia (Cloutier) Blandford ’02
Robyn (Paige) Carr ’04
Thomas Davey ’07
Duffy Duncan ’72
Mary Kay Ecken ’95
Louis Ferrand ’64
Barb (Loomis) Greer ’61
Dale Greer ’65
Lisa Knowles ’94
Robert Longstreet ’92
Christopher Lowry ’07
Bill McHenry ’83
Jan Merz ’75
Dale Nester ’75
Jesse Ramirez ’09
Krista Ried ’94
Carolyn Schultz ’84
Gary Stano ’83
Troy Taylor ’84
Scott Timmreck ’02
Sheri Tulloch ’95
Dana Weston ’01
Elizabeth Wheat ’02
Julie Williams ’95
Deborah Zannoth ’73

ALUMNI SECTION
SUBMISSIONS

@Alumni notes can be
submitted online at:

www.alma.edu/alumni/notes
or by returning the postage
paid envelope in this issue; or
by addressing Alumni Relations
Director, Alumni Notes, Alma
College, 614 W. Superior St.,
Alma, MI 48801-1599.
Photo submission
Photos can be sent electronically to silverthorn@alma.edu.
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1959 Pat Hubbard ’59 and Dave

Hubbard ’60 are the proud grandparents
of their first grandchild, Jeffrey Reginald
Hubbard II, of Grosse Ile. They also enjoyed the summer cruising on the Great
Lakes with boating friends, several of
whom are from Alma College.

1960

ALUMNI BRIEFS

Mitchell had
‘A Day Made
Better’
Austin Mitchell ’07, a fourth
grade teacher at Linwood
Holton Elementary School
in Richmond, VA, was one of
1,100 teachers selected for
“A Day Made Better” surprise
visits last October.
The teachers were selected
from across the nation to
receive surprise donations
of more than $1,000 worth
of school supplies for their
work to erase teacher-funded
classrooms.
Office Max and Food Lion
Grocery Store representatives
surprised Austin with the
donation with the student
body and staff present.
Principal David Hudson
nominated Mitchell for the
award for demonstrating
a “going beyond the call
of duty” in his teaching
assignment and his love for
education and kids.
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Dennis Kellar ’60 and Phyllis Burdick ’60 live in Norwalk, IA.
Dennis is retired, and Phyllis always
has been! They have three children and
seven grandchildren — six boys and one
girl. Both Dennis and Phyllis finished
a three-year class of lay ministry for the
Iowa Conference of The United Methodist Church. Phyllis is lay leader for their
church. • Janet Gettel Retford ’60 and
husband, William Retford, celebrate 50
years of marriage in December 2010. •
Susan Mary Ross ’60 is a miniaturist and a
member of the First State Miniature Club
of Delaware. She also is the chair of projects and makes custom-made dollhouses
for people, which keeps her busy.

1962 Steve Engel ’62 writes, “It is

hard to believe we are in our 18th year
of being retired and living in Daytona
Beach, FL. Saw my roommate, Larry
Woodcox, this summer for the first time
in 20 years. I would love to hear from my
old classmates. You can e-mail me at sengel14@cfl.rr.com.” • Michael Mulligan ’62
established the Career Launching Center
to train parents on how to be a career
coach and help college students find jobs
and launch a career by age 30.

1963 Ann Dale ’63 volunteers as an

English as a Second Language teacher
at the Howard Adult School in Georgetown, SC. She also will serve on the
Adult Education Task Force for South
Carolina this year. • Becky Walton
Fleming ’63 is grateful to Alma College
for the gift of an education provided to
her mother, Helen Logan Walton ’32;
daughter, Barbara McCarty Clauer ’94;
and son-in-law, Chris Clauer ’94. While
Becky finished her degree at the University of Michigan, she says her one year at
Alma is the college year she truly loved.

1964 Judy Basch ’64 has been retired

in Traverse City for the past 12 years. She
is a deacon and wedding coordinator, as
well as a member of the choir at the Pres-

byterian Church. She and her spouse spend
their time biking, boating, playing bridge
and cruising around the world. They also
enjoy visiting their children and seven
grandchildren in Chicago, Kansas City and
Atlanta. • Ed Crook ’64 has been happily
retired for 15 years. • Nancy Berg Howell
’64 fulfilled her theatre dreams with Flagler
Playhouse in Florida. She serves on the
board of directors and works as a costume
designer, historian and on-stage assistant.
She and her husband still travel as much as
they can. • William Jacobs ’64 is pursuing
genealogy and home modifications, while
wife, Vera, is planting. They have retired
in Lapeer.

1965

Richard Godfrey ’65 was appointed to fill a vacancy on the Van Buren
County Commission. Having made it
through the primary, he was a candidate in
the November general election. • Nelson
Lumm ’65 married Jan Nowak of Niles, MI,
and moved to Niles. He is now honorably
retired from ministry and has completed
five interim ministries within the Presbytery
of Lake Michigan. • Mary Anne Calcaterra Ushman ’65 and George Ushman ’65
continue to divide their time between their
home in Sterling Heights, their cottage in
East Tawas, and their condo in Florida.

1966 Robert von Oeyen Jr. ’66

planned to retire Dec. 31st, 2010, after 36
years as a pastor and a PCUSA mission
service worker. His daughter, Hannah,
will be graduating from Mary Washington
University in Virginia. His wife, Sherry,
continues her music ministry and directs
the Staunton Choral Society. “Looking
forward to hiking, swimming and being
under my wife’s direction.”

1967

Paul Portney ’67 was planning to
step down as Dean of the Eller College of
Management at the University of Arizona
in December 2010 after 5 1/2 years. He will
rejoin the faculty there as an economics
professor. “Still vertical!”

1968

Tom Heinlein ’68 and Joy Lucas
Heinlein ’68 are both enjoying retirement
and still living in the Alma area. Their
children (both graduates of the University of Michigan) live out of state, so they
will soon be traveling. • Marilyn Geissinger Sellers ’68 works in the neonatal
unit at Yale-New Haven Hospital. She
is involved in community affairs in her

hometown and travels when she can. •
Roger Wills ’68 and Delta Sig fraternity
brothers Paul Inglis ’68, Jim McCarty ’69
and Hugh Brenneman ’67 gathered at the
Candlestone Golf Course in Belding for a
fun-filled July day of golf and reminiscing.

1969 Howard Anderson ’69 writes,

“Last fall, my oldest son and his wife
joined me on my 25th consecutive annual
Upper Gauley River whitewater rafting
trip.” • Shirley Ford Lindley ’69 and Don
Lindley ’69 are enjoying their first grandchild, Jackson Jahan Lindley, who was
born July 13, 2010. Shirley retired in June
2010 after 30 years as a resource specialist
working with special education children at
the elementary level.

1970 Sue Giesy ’70 and John Giesy ’70

celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary
with an Alaskan cruise. John was inducted
into the Royal Society of Canada. • Timothy
Lutes ’70 reports his daughter Melissa Lutes
Farrington ’96 welcomed a second son, Callan
Guy Farrington, on May 26, 2010. Tim now
has three grandsons and a granddaughter.

1971

Nancy Brookfield Paige ’71
retired after nine years with the Harbor
Springs Public Schools.

1972 Gail K. L. Landis Cooper ’72

retired from teaching in Fremont Public Schools. • Michael MacDonald ’72 is
boating, fishing and enjoying retirement
with wife, Carolyn, in Key Largo, FL. The
couple have two new grandsons: Kade and
Lochland. • Jane Reath Sawin ’72 retired

on Sept. 1, 2010, after 34 1/2 years of employment with the Department of Human
Services in Michigan. • Charles Stringham
’72 was appointed vice president at JP
Morgan Chase. He is currently a technician
development lead specializing in mainframe applications. • Connie VanSchelven
’72 works as a seasonal worker for Grand
Haven State Park. She also is score keeping
for girls’ and boys’ basketball at Grand Haven High School and subbing in the GHHS
office. Contact her at cvansche@att.net.

1973

R. Scott Bleeks ’73 was promoted
to vice president and general manager of
Dalton Corporation. He is responsible for
P&L of three locations in Ohio and Indiana.
• Jay Drick ’73 was elected 5th District
Livingston County Commissioner.

1974 Michael Brown ’74 writes, “I’m

still rocking. Swanson was right: Getting
old is not for wimps. Don’t be a wimp. Get
old. Don’t get grumpy.” • Gus and Connie
Wuorinen ’74 are living in Middleton,
CT. Gus continues to work for Hubbell,
Inc. Connie enjoys visiting their children
and five grandchildren whenever possible.
They are looking forward to retirement.

1975

Carol Jones ’75 and Jeff Kane ’75
celebrate their three grandchildren. “Please
visit us in Denver! The skiing is awesome!”
• William McCoy ’75 continues to consult
around the nation on justice and economic
development issues. Recent assignments
have led him back to Michigan, specifically
Muskegon, Grand Rapids and Lansing. His
daughter, Erin, a graduate of Howard Law

School, practices in the D.C. area while
daughter, Shannon, is a third-year senior at
Howard University.

1977

Jeanne Alexander ’77 moved from
the mountains of Utah to the desert and
lake of Lake Havasu City, AZ to work as a
social worker for Hospice of Havasu. “Talk
about hot!” • Linda Hodge LaLonde ’77 is
a consultant for IBM, traveling to Boulder,
CO each week for the last two years. “Love
the scenery, but airports can be a drag!”
Contact her at: lalondel@us.ibm.com.

1978

Robin Lewis ’78 has spent 10
years in Connecticut, living near New York
City with her spouse. “Trips to Michigan
are filled with seeing my dad, sisters, family
and Alma friends. I feel blessed for these
friends and the effort we’ve made to stay
in touch over the years. My husband, Paul
Hartley, is still thankfully at Xerox. We
are parents of two teenagers!” Contact:
hartlew@sbcglobal.net.

1979

Hal D’Arpini ’79 and wife, Brigitte, moved to Strasbourg, France, in July.
Brigitte accepted a position at the Ecole
Europeenne, where she teaches French and
Latin at the junior high level, and Hal continues to work for Hewlett Packard. The
couple have a gorgeous apartment and are
enjoying their new life in France. • Kandi
Frey Snodgrass ’79 is a preschool teacher
in Dublin, OH. Her daughter, Jamie, is a
sophomore at Miami University in Oxford,
OH. Kandi and husband, Ron, have lived
in Ohio since 1982.

A LU M N I CO N N EC T I O N S
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1980 Karen Weidendorf Vigneron

’80 writes, “We’ve relocated to the home of
the Blue Angels in Pensacola, FL, where
I’m serving as the director of Total Force
Manpower at the Naval Education and
Training Command.”

1981 Dennis Starkey ’81 started his

25th year as a physical education teacher
and basketball coach at Petoskey High
School. His oldest son, Kevin, is a sophomore at University of Michigan. His wife,
Karen, is a counselor at PHS, where his
youngest son, Cory, is a senior.

1982

Debbie Hinman ’82 and son,
Nicholas, just returned to the United States
after teaching and traveling in the Asia
Pacific for three years. They backpacked all
over Southeast Asia, Australia and New Zea-

land before settling on Bainbridge Island
in the Seattle area. She writes, “Home base
is still in Ireland, but it feels good to be
back in the U.S. to reconnect with friends
and family.”

Jonathan Thorndike ’83 is a professor in the
honors program at Belmont University in
Nashville, TN. He was recently appointed
to the Board of Trustees of the Cooperative
Center for Study Abroad.

1983 Doug Dome ’83 is president

1984 Anne Cotter Martin ’84 enjoyed

and chief creative officer with Gigunda
Group Inc., a leading experiential marketing and innovation agency. He continues
to be based in Chicago. • Connie Walters
McDaniel ’83 earned her Master of Education degree from Indiana University in
August 2010. She is a fourth grade teacher
in Bedford, IN. Mark McDaniel ’81 is a
pastor at the First Presbyterian Church. •
Linda Swanson Mora ’83 works full time
as the early childhood director for Fenton
Area Public Schools’ World of Wonder
WOW! Early Learning Programs. •

seeing everyone at last year’s Homecoming. She hopes the class of 1985 had a good
turnout because her reunion was really
fun. She recently got reinstated with her
CPA after many years staying at home
with her kids. She’d love to hear from all
at themartins1@charter.net.

1986

Craig Carmichael ’86 received
his Master of Business Administration
degree in May 2010 from Towson University/University of Baltimore. He was
promoted to vice president of clinical and

Joe, who retired from Dow Chemical
in 1998, has served as a national
USTA board member, most recently
as a vice president, chaired the USTA
Audit Committee, was president and
delegate from the USTA Midwest
Section while still living in Michigan,
and serves on the Mid-Atlantic Tennis
and Education Foundation board.

ALUMNI BRIEFS

Grovers honored as tennis volunteer
Joe Grover ’63 and his wife Shima ’62, former Midland, Mich.,
residents who now reside in Richmond, Virginia, have received
President’s Awards from the United States Tennis Association MidAtlantic Section (MAS) for their long-term volunteer work in support of
tennis on the local and national scene.
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Shima is an advocate for adaptive
tennis — particularly wheelchair
tennis — since she attended the 2008
Beijing Paralympics and received the
MAS Tournament of the Year award for
a wheelchair tennis tournament held
in Richmond. She also is active in
school tennis programs and coaches
tennis at several middle schools. Lynn
has headed the Maryland tennis office
since 1993.

Above: Pictured with Joe and Shima Grover is
Lynn Coddington ’73, Executive Director of the
USTA Maryland state office (left), and MAS Section President Christopher Reynolds (right).

support operations at St. Joseph Medical
Center in Baltimore, MD.

1988

Brian Buckingham ’88 is the
chief financial officer for the Catholic
Diocese of Saginaw and the 2010 president
of the national Diocesan Fiscal Management Conference. In 1990, he married
Chris Comtois, and they have five children:
Nicole, 13; Alexandra, 11; Samuel, 8; Faith,
6; and Grace, 6. • Leslie Preslar ’88 received
the 2009 Nursing Exemplar Award after
being nominated and voted on by her colleagues for her work with neonatal patients
and their families.

1991 Troy Thompson ’91 and Lori

Wendt Thompson ’91 recently adopted an
8-year-old girl, Desislava Hope Thompson, from Bulgaria. Lori studied the
Bulgarian language very diligently, which
has helped the transition. Troy continues
to run marathons; he was hoping for a 3:07
in Grand Rapids.

1992 Jason Balgavy ’92 was awarded

a Chartered Financial Analyst charter
last summer. He joined Macatawa Bank
as a vice president and portfolio manager
in February 2010. He also was promoted
to group head of the asset management
group in September. • Karen Foote Carman ’92 was nominated by a student at
Greenville Middle School for Wood TV8
and eightWest’s Grand Rapids “Teacher
of the Year” contest. She was surprised
and filmed on TV8 while receiving this
honor in her classroom in March 2010. She
won a trip for four to Myrtle Beach this
past summer • Jay Van Duzen ’92 married wife, Cynthia, on Aug. 14. He writes,
“Thank you Steve Ooley for everything,
as well as Chris and Jay for attending
my special day. It was a great day. I now
have two kids, 20 and 22 years old, who
are awesome, so no diapers for me!” • Jill
Johnson Reglin ’92 celebrated her first
year anniversary with Todd Reglin.

ALUMNI BRIEFS

Andrus releases solo album
Grand Rapids rock and pop singer-songwriter Christopher Andrus
’02 recently released his new solo album, The Glass Man.
“There’s a spare beauty in this collection of Andrus’ songs, the
melancholy of his words paired with perfect instrumentation —
from plaintive piano/keyboard parts to climatic drum passages to
expertly altered backing vocals,” wrote reviewer John Sinkevics in
the Grand Rapids Press.
Andrus, quoted in the Press, said “I like walking the line between
crushing sadness and jubilant happiness. Most people say I write
sad songs, but it doesn’t feel that way to me.”

1993 Matt Kelly ’93 was named senior
associate athletics director at Murray State
University in Murray, KY on Sept. 1.

1994 Holly Markiecki-Bennetts ’94

writes, “Rick and I welcomed Asher Michael Dunstan and Ellery Ann Francis to
our family on June 1, 2010. The twins join
big sister, Mackenzie Ann Francis, who is
5. Life is crazy fun in the Bennetts house!”

Photo courtesy Ryan Pavlovich
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• Rick Wiltse ’94 is the director of private
instruction for Allegro School of Music in
Grand Rapids.

1995

Cynthia Hubbard Bosco ’95
and husband, Daniel, welcomed their first
child, Samantha Lillian Bosco, on Dec.
12, 2009. The couple also relocated to the
Orlando area. Cynthia recently joined the
law firm of Fisher, Rushmer, Werrenrath,
Dickson, Talley & Dunlap, PA, focusing on
family law matters.

1996 Jeff Fosnaugh ’96 teaches high

Society Board of Directors, serving a threeyear term. • Tim Shunsky ’99 writes that
he married “the smoking-hot supermodel,
Stephanie Bormet, on June 5.” When
Tim and Stephanie “are not traveling to
the most exotic places in the world,” they
reside “in a modest home in the luxurious
neighborhood of Alger Heights in Grand
Rapids.”

2000

Amy Czabala Dittenber ’00 and
her husband, Dave, announce the May 10,
2010, birth of their son, Drew Anthony.

2001

Galina Martin ’98 now resides in
San Juan, Puerto Rico. Please look her up if
you are in the area on vacation or business.
• Jennifer Smith Robel ’98 announces the
Sept. 26 birth of a baby girl, Reid Kay Lynn.
She joins her big brother Jake, who is 5.

Melissa Koch Deutsch ’01 and
husband, Jim, announce the Oct. 11, 2010,
birth of their third daughter, Emily Nicole.
Big sisters Anna, 4, and Elizabeth, 1, are
very excited! • Julie Hintz Kavanagh ’01
and husband, Ryan, welcomed son, Matthew, on Feb. 9, 2010. • Nick Scharer ’01
and Noelle Harkiewicz Scharer ’03 welcomed Delyla Grace Scharer into the world
on Halloween 2010. She was 8 pounds, 4
ounces and measured 21 3/4 inches. • Aaron
Simmons ’01 and Jana Mapes Simmons ’04
announce the birth of their second daughter,
Amanda Faith, on March 31, 2010. Also,
Jana completed her Ph.D. in biochemistry
at Michigan State University and accepted a
position as an assistant professor of biochemistry at the MSU College of Human
Medicine in Grand Rapids. Aaron and Jana
reside in the greater Grand Rapids area.

1999 Anastacia Clapper ’99 married

2003 Darlene Fawkes ’03 married Oct.

school in Rochester, MI, and continues to
enjoy life with his wife and their two kids,
six chickens and two pigs.

1997

Adam Honeysett ’97 and Saundra Garrett Honeysett ’99 welcomed their
second child, Seth Gabriel, in July 2010.
Big brother Evan loves their new house in
Fairfax, Virginia. • Melinda Westheimer
’97 teaches chemistry, French and physics at
Chippewa Hills High School in Remus. She
and her husband have two children — the
oldest started kindergarten this fall.

1998

Greg Vasburg on “5-2-10 at 5 to 10 in the
morning” on the shores of Lake Michigan.
The couple honeymooned in Punta Cana
and Disney World. They live in Chicago,
where Staci is a human resources consultant, and Greg is the director of business
intelligence at Hewitt Association. • Jason
Humbracht ’99 recently started Greene
Solutions LLC, an energy efficiency
consulting company that works directly
with Michigan utilities to get rebates for
businesses when they upgrade their lights,
HVAC, and/or refrigeration systems,
among other services. Contact: jhumbracht@gmail.com. • Sara Peel ’99 was
named a Together Green Fellow by Audubon through its alliance with Toyota. As
one of 40 individuals honored nationwide,
Sara will complete a water quality-based
education project focused on the Wabash
River. She also was elected to represent
Region 5 (IN, MI, IL, OH, MN, WI) on
the North American Lakes Management
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2, 2010 in Columbus, OH.

2004 Lauren Isotalo Hillis ’04 graduated with a Doctor of Pharmacy degree
from Wayne State in 2008. She currently
works as a pharmacist for Meijer. Lauren
and husband, Danial, welcomed their first
child, Braden Robert, on Sept. 18, 2010.
They reside in Macomb Township.

2005

Ashley Budde ’05 received
her Master of Arts degree from Ball State
University in 2009, majoring in music and
student affairs administration in higher
education. She started a new job as the
admissions representative for the Pierre
Laclede Honors College at the University
of Missouri-St. Louis in August 2010. •
Alan Montgomery ’05 married Angie
Randall on July 31, 2010. • Jeff Wernette
’05 and Mary Murdoch Wernette ’07 were
married in August 2010. Many alumni
were in attendance, including bridesmaid

Jamie Huber ’05. Jeff works for Cassopolis
Public Schools, teaching 7th and 9th grade
social studies. Mary is the supervisor for the
Chemical Bank customer service department.

2006 Tiffany Balducci Pahman ’06

was published in “Cool Teen Programs for
Under $100” for her “Get Your Laugh On”
library program aimed at youth. She is currently the teen service librarian for Oshawa
Public Libraries in Oshawa, ON. • Amber
Poulsen ’06 is a residence hall director at
Old Dominion University in Norfolk, VA.
She also serves as the Chapter Key Advisor
to the Phi Sigma Sigma chapter at Virginia
Wesleyan College in Virginia Beach. • Carey
Rademacher ’06 and Adam Korson ’06 married on Oct. 16, 2010, in Gaylord. Members
of the wedding party included Meghan
Kleeves ’06, Ashley Brauker ’06, Mary Kelley ’05, Ashley Korson ’08, Scott Barriger
’05, Chad Abbey ’06, Cole Thelen ’06, Tyler
Thelen ’06, Chad Volant ’06, Nathan Sagle
’06 and Brian Weston ’06. Many other Alma
College alumni attended the wedding.
Adam and Carey continue to live in Gaylord, where Adam is an agent for Farm Bureau Insurance, and Carey is an employee of
Gaylord Public Schools. • Jennifer Conkey
Schmerler ’06 married Nicholas Schmerler
on July 25, 2009. Their bridal party included
Erin Paul ’05, Lexie Boothby-Shoemaker
’06 and Caleb Woods ’06, with special music
sung by Brian Paul ’07. Many other Alma
alumni were in attendance. The couple also
welcomed a baby girl, Elza Annette, into
their family on July 29, 2010.

2007

Mollie Smith ’07 joined the
Knowledge is Power Program charter
school network and became the founding science teacher for DuBois Collegiate
Academy, KIPP’s first high school in
Philadelphia.

2009

James Allen ’09 and Joye B.
Kallgren ’09 are currently in the Peace
Corps in Mali, Africa, in conjunction with a
master’s international program at Michigan State University. • Lisa Brindley ’09 is
currently working toward her doctorate in
physical therapy at Elon University in Elon,
NC. • Emily Boerman ’09 is a December
graduate of the University of Michigan’s
Master of Social Work program. She accepted a job in Angola, IN as director of
International Services at Trine University.

In memoriam
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Mrs. Rachel Faude Wood Smith ’32, formerly
of Augusta and Ionia, died Nov. 6, 2010, in
Grand Rapids at age 99. Mrs. Smith received
her Bachelor of Arts, Master of Arts and
Master of Social Work degrees from Michigan
State University. She worked in the Michigan
Department of Social Services and Michigan
Children’s Institute, and was Executive Director
of DA Blodgett Homes of Children in Grand
Rapids. For the last 10 years of her employment she taught in the School of Social Work at
Michigan State University. Among her survivors
are a son, a daughter, four grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren. She was predeceased
by her husband and a son.
Doris Amsbury ’33 died Dec. 2, 2010, at Masonic
Pathways in Alma at age 99. She grew up in the
Riverdale area and then lived in Mt. Clemens,
MI, where she was a high school teacher for 41
years. Doris was a generous supporter of Alma
College over many years and was affiliated with
the Alpha Xi Delta Sorority. She established
and supported the Ruth Hooper Endowed
Scholarship honoring the memory of her niece,
funded a study room in Wright Hall (in memory
of her sister Laura Hooper ’18) and a seat in
the Heritage Center, supported the Kiltie Band,
library, and the performing arts, to name a few
areas of her generosity. She was a member of the
Heritage Society, planning for the College in her
estate. In 2002 Doris chaired the Community
Fund Drive at the College. Among her survivors are nieces, nephews and cousins, including
Margaret Mellinger Hooper ’50. Memorials may
be given to the Amsbury-Hooper Endowed
Scholarship Fund at Alma College (formerly the
Ruth Hooper Endowed Scholarship).

Mr. Floyd J. Gunn ’39 died Sept. 13, 2010, in
LaCanada Flintridge, California. Mr. Gunn was
retired from Dow Chemical Company.
Mrs. Ruth Niles Bradner ’40 died April 25, 2010,
in Grand Rapids at age 91. Mrs. Bradner was
a retired kindergarten teacher at East Leonard
Elementary School. Among her survivors are
two daughters, a son, three grandchildren and
two great-granddaughters. She was predeceased
by her husband.
Mrs. Marion A. Hass Huston ’42, formerly of
Bad Axe, died Oct. 25, 2010, in Ann Arbor at
age 90. Mrs. Huston taught school in Alma and
Yale before marrying and moving to Ann Arbor.
Her husband predeceased her in 1981. Among
her survivors are two sons, a daughter, 10 grandchildren, 12 great-grandchildren and a sister.
Mr. Kenneth D. Plaxton ’44, Trustee Emeritus
of Alma College 1993-2010, Trustee 1967-77,
Consultant 1977-1993, died Oct.10, 2010, in
Alma at age 89. Mr. Plaxton was an Alma city
attorney for 34 years with Fortino, Plaxton and
Moskal, and a former Alma school board member. Alma College awarded him an honorary
doctor of laws degree in 1994. Among his survivors are a daughter, a son, five grandchildren,
one great-grandchild, and nieces and nephews. He was predeceased in death by his wife,
Katherine Peshke Plaxton ’43; a sister-in-law,
Margaret Peshke Brinkerhoff ’46; and brotherin-law, James F. Brinkerhoff ’45. Memorials
are designated to Alma College and Alma
Presbyterian Church.

Dr. Paul E. Rupff ’47, formerly of Bay City, died
Dec. 5, 2009, in Williston Park, NY. Dr. Rupff
was a WWII Navy veteran, longtime educator
and administrator in the Great Neck Public
Schools, and a faithful member and organist of
the New Hyde Park Baptist Church. Among his
survivors are two sons and daughters-in-law and
four grandchildren. His wife predeceased him.
Mrs. Marilyn McLean Temple Canfield ’49,
formerly of Jamestown, MI, died Dec. 1, 2010, in
Racine, WI at age 84. She had majored in education and sociology and was a member of the
Kappa Iota sorority.
Mr. Robert L. Acton ’52, formerly of Hamtramck
and Clawson, died Aug. 25, 2010, in Oxford at
age 82. Mr. Acton served in the Army Occupation
Forces in Japan in WWII, graduated from Alma
College in 1952 and received a Master of Arts in
Administration from Michigan State University.
He was a beloved teacher, coach and administrator for Clawson School, the assistant superintendent of Oxford Schools; he also played linebacker
for several seasons with the Dearborn All-Stars,
a semipro football team. In later years, he joined
his brother Edward in Acton Trucking in Oxford,
retiring in 1982. Among his survivors are his
wife, two daughters, two sons (including R. Scott
Acton ’83), and nine grandchildren. Memorials
are designated for the Robert L. Acton Endowed
Scholarship at Alma College.
Mr. William T. Rice ’52 died Oct. 6, 2010, in
Novi at age 81. Mr. Rice retired from Michigan
Bell/AT&T after 35 years. He loved playing his
baby grand piano, with ragtime being his favor-

www.alma.edu

41

In memoriam

ite. He was a founding member of the Faith
Community Presbyterian Church. He enjoyed
spending winters on Madiera Beach, FL, with
family and friends. Among his survivors are his
wife, two sons, five grandchildren and five greatgrandchildren. He was predeceased by a daughter, Karen Jo Rice Hill ’78, in 2008. The Karen
Jo Rice Hill Scholarship was established at Alma
College in her memory, and memorials for Mr.
Rice have been designated for this scholarship.

Presbyterian Church of Grand Haven and served
as church elder, a children’s choir director and on
church committees of Social Justice and Refugee
Resettlement. She and her husband led several
mission trips to Haiti where their son directs
Faith in Action International. Among her survivors are her husband; four children; 10 grandchildren; three siblings, including Susan Hopson
Oakes ’56; and a niece, Julie Oakes DeBlanc ’86.
She was predeceased in death by a brother.

Mrs. Nancy Leece Speight ’54, formerly of
Detroit, died Feb. 25, 2010, in Portland, OR, at
age 77. Mrs. Speight was a resident of Portland
for 56 years, moving there to teach elementary
school in 1954. She retired in 1995 after a 30-year
career. Besides loving teaching and her hundreds
of school children over the years, Nancy enjoyed
gardening and frequent visits to the Oregon coast
with her family. She also enjoyed traveling to
other countries. She is survived by three children,
four grandchildren and a sister. She was predeceased in death by her husband, Roy.

Mrs. Muriel Bois Scholl ’62 died December 14,
2010, in Dearborn at age 70. Mrs. Scholl was vice
president and chief financial officer for CTS
Marketing, a family business with her husband,
C. Thomas Scholl ’57. She was a member of the
Allen Park Presbyterian Church. In addition
to her husband, she is survived by a daughter, a
foster son Dr. Chi K. Tsang ’79 and six grandchildren. Her memorials are designated to the Scholl
Family Endowed Scholarship at Alma College
which honors late members of the Scholl family.

Mr. William “Bill” F. Tracy ’57, formerly of
Ithaca, Coldwater and Tucson, AZ, died August
18, 2010, in Tucson at age 79. He graduated from
Ithaca High School in 1948, served four years in
the Navy as a sonar tech on destroyers, graduated from Alma College, and then graduated
from the University of Michigan with a master’s
degree in school administration. He taught at
Ashley Public Schools and taught and was principal at East Tawas Public School. He coached
football and basketball and refereed for regional
schools. He later served in superintendent positions at Iosco County Intermediate Schools,
Jonesville Public Schools and Branch County
Intermediate School District. He was active in
many local organizations and was respected and
valued for his many years of service to the boys
and girls whom he loved. Among his survivors
are his wife, a daughter, two sons, a sister, eight
grandchildren and one great-granddaughter.
Mrs. Nancy J. Hopson Braak ’59 died Nov. 18,
2010, at her home in Grand Haven. She was born
and raised in Harbor Beach. She received her
degree in sociology, attended Merrill-Palmer in
Detroit and Western Theological Seminary. She
married Larry Braak ’59 in the Alma College
chapel in 1959, and they worked in various
Christian ministries over the years, including
working with Mother Teresa in Calcutta, India,
and visiting Taize brothers in France, Kenya
and India. She worked as a social worker in
Cleveland, a preschool teacher in Ann Arbor,
served on the Salvation Army and FISH Inc.
boards of Marquette, worked with the homeless
of Grand Rapids and as a bereavement counselor
for hospice. Nancy was a member of the First
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Ms. Barbara E. Horton ’67 died Feb. 6, 2010, in
Defiance, OH. Ms. Horton had been employed
as a sales representative with Sultan Chemists,
Inc. in Englewood, NJ.
Mr. William R. Strutts ’84 of Flint died Sept. 3,
2010, in Ann Arbor at age 46. Mr. Strutts was
a business information analyst with McLaren
Health Plan of Flint. He is survived by his wife
and a daughter.
Ms. Lora J. Bingham ’97, formerly of Garden
City, died Aug. 25, 2010, in Westland at age 35.
Among her survivors are her parents and a sister
and brother.
Mr. Nicholas W. Sulak ’08 of Boyne City died
Aug. 7, 2010, in Charlevoix County as a result
of a motorcycle accident at age 24. He grew at
an amazing pace from the shy boy hiding in the
local grocery store, to the gentleman running
for touchdowns for the Boyne City High School
football team, to even the man working through
a broken leg to stay on Alma College’s football
team. Nicholas had a passion to be the best man
he could be. Among his survivors are his parents,
grandmother, two sisters and a brother.
Mr. Fred G. Brown, friend and supporter, died
Sept. 13, 2010, in Ann Arbor at age 57. Mr.
Brown owned the Brown Printing Service in
Alma since 1983 when he and wife, Kay, opened
the business. He was actively involved in many
area organizations. His wife survives and will
continue the business. Other survivors are two
children and a granddaughter.

Mr. Werner Clabuesch, friend and generous supporter, died Sept. 23, 2010, in Pigeon at age 95.
Mr. Clabuesch received his law degree in 1939
from the University of Michigan and maintained
a law practice in Pigeon for more than 40 years.
During WWII, he served in the U.S. Army in the
European Theater. Through six unitrust contributions to Alma College, Mr. Clabuesch’s generosity ultimately established the Werner Clabuesch
Endowed Scholarship to benefit our students. He
is survived by two nephews and four nieces.
Mr. Edwin “Keith” Cummings, friend and former employee, died Aug. 7, 2010, in Breckenridge
at age 76. Mr. Cummings was employed in the
maintenance department of Facilities and Service
Management at Alma College and retired in July
1999 after 32 years. He graduated from St. Louis
High School in 1953 and served in the U.S. Army.
Among his survivors are his wife, two sons, a
daughter, five grandchildren, one great grandchild, and two sisters.
Mrs. Sara “Sally” E. Davis, friend and generous supporter, died Oct. 22, 2010, in Kalamazoo
at age 87. She was a lifelong Kalamazoo
area resident and was a member of the First
Presbyterian Church, Collegiate Sorosis Sorority
at the University of Michigan, Dunning Guild
at the First Presbyterian Church, Service Club
of Kalamazoo, and the Women’s Council of
Kalamazoo College. Mrs. Davis was preceded
in death by her husband in 1996. Among her
survivors are five children, including Mary Davis
Collins ’81 and Martha Davis Logan ’84. Mrs.
Davis was a member of the Heritage Society at
Alma and established the Robert G. and Sara E.
Davis Endowed Scholarship in 2007.
Mr. Arthur W. “Art” Gerish, Alma College
trustee 1994-2000, died Dec. 4, 2010, in
Northville at age 82. He was the founder and
president of Gerish Building Company, Inc. and
was awarded the 2004 Developer of the Year
Award by the SE Michigan Builders Association.
He was a longtime youth baseball and basketball coach in the Plymouth/Canton community.
He established the Gerish Family Endowed
Scholarship at Alma College. Among his survivors are his wife; four children, including Bruce
Gerish ’81 and Susan Gerish ’83; seven grandchildren and a brother. Memorials are designated
for the Alma College Baseball Endowment Fund
or a charity of choice.
Mr. John R. Lake Sr., friend and supporter, died
Oct. 13, 2010, in Alma at age 64. Mr. Lake was
raised in Alma; he attended the apprentice program for bricklaying at a Lansing trade school
and worked for Bricklayers Allied Craftworkers
#9 of Lansing, retiring after 45 years of service.

He enjoyed doing construction work, as he built
his own home and his daughter’s home in St.
Johns. He is survived by his wife, Karen (Alma
College employee), two daughters, a son, four
grandchildren, a brother and a sister. He was
predeceased by his son, John Lake Jr. ’90, in
1998. The John R. Lake ’90 Memorial Endowed
Scholarship was established by Mr. and Mrs.
Lake in memory of their son.
Mr. William Earl Lakey, friend and supporter,
died May 25, 2010, in Kalamazoo at age 84.
Mrs. Lillian Ferne Palmer Morgan, friend
and supporter, formerly from Ann Arbor and
Alma, died Oct. 23, 2010, in Grand Rapids. Mrs.
Morgan attended Eastern Michigan University
and received her degree in home economics. She
taught in Gobles, MI, for two years, and then
moved to Alma to teach. She later worked in the
Alma Reminder office with her husband, John
Morgan, and was a homemaker. Mrs. Morgan
was a member of the Alma First Presbyterian
Church. She also was a member of the Alma
College Heritage Society, remembering Alma in
her estate plans. Among her survivors are a son,
three grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.
She was predeceased by her husband in 1989.

Dr. Audrey L. Rentz, former Dean of Women
1968-71 and director of ACT 1971-74, died No.
25, 2010, in Bowling Green, Ohio. She retired
as professor emeritus from Bowling Green State
University in 1997 from the Department of
Higher Education and Student Affairs. During
her 30-year career, she held memberships in
the major national Student Affairs professional
associations, published in their journals, served
as co-editor and editor of graduate textbooks
and completed several terms on national editorial boards. Consistent with her interest and
commitment to the status of women, she developed conscious-raising workshops in the early
1970s in Michigan, and from those experiences
designed and taught comprehensive graduate
seminars at BGSU regarding women’s development and societal roles throughout history. As
a member of the St. Aloysius Parish in Bowling
Green, Dr. Rentz served as both the first
woman Eucharistic Minister and as Lay Reader
(Lector) for more than 12 years. She is survived
by her mother and two aunts.
Mr. Gilbert J. Ward, friend and generous supporter, died June 27, 2010 in Midland at age 97.
Mr. Ward grew up in Midland but spent his

In memoriam

youthful summers on his paternal grandfather’s
farm near Fort Atkinson, WI. He graduated
from Midland High School in 1929 and spent
a year working for Dow Chemical Company
before attending the University of Michigan.
While studying chemical engineering, he also
participated in the ROTC program. Upon graduation in 1934, he received his bachelor’s degree
and a commission as a 2nd Lieutenant. He
returned to Midland and was re-employed by
Dow in the Physics Lab for a short time. Shortly
thereafter, Herbert Dow requested that he move
to Marquette to join the staff of the Cliffs Dow
Chemical Company, a new joint venture with
the Cleveland Cliffs Iron Company that manufactured activated carbon necessary for the war
effort. At the end of the war, he was transferred
back to Midland and became part of the management of the Dow Polystyrene Department.
He retired in 1976, and he and his wife, Alice,
traveled extensively. His wife predeceased him
in 2007 after more than 70 years of marriage. Mr.
Ward served in many service organizations over
the years, including the Boy Scouts. He also was
a member of the Midland Memorial Presbyterian
Church and served on the Board of Elders. He
is survived by his three children, four grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

Let us hea r from yo u!

Alma Accents and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days.
Please use this form to send your news about promotions, honors, appointments,
graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old
Alma College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos. If you would like former classmates to contact you, include your contact information. The content of Alumni News is the responsibility of the editor.
Name: ____________________________________________ Class Year: _________ Maiden Name: ____________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________ Telephone: _______________________

City: ____________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ E-mail: __________________________
Please include my: ___ Address

___ Phone

___E-mail

Alumni notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________		
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Return to: Alumni Relations Director, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599

Alumni notes can also be submitted online at <www.alma.edu/alumni/notes>
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We know how much you
love Alma College and
we value your loyalty!

40.0%

love !
Alumni Participation

35.4%

Unfortunately our alumni giving
figures aren’t reflecting all that
affection, so we’re asking you to
show Alma some love with your
gift to the ALMA FUND. Your support
brings us closer to our goal of 35%
alumni participation, and every gift
counts! Please be counted in by
making your gift today.
Call: 1-800-291-1312
Click: www.alma.edu
Mail: postpaid envelope in Accents
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Track our progress to goal at alma.edu/almafund

