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s you look through this issue of Accents, the
focus is on “the person and the professional”
— the first section of the Strategic Plan that
describes how, in the years to come, we will enhance
the resources we offer to help our students grow
both personally and professionally. Our desire is to
provide them that liberal arts experience that equips
them with the tools for personal fulfillment through
lifelong learning and engaged citizenship, while also
preparing them for professional independence in
their academic fields of emphasis.
This issue also highlights some of the amazing stories of our students and alumni who demonstrate
these personal and professional skills so successfully, such as Kayla Zuiderveen, this year’s Barlow
Trophy winner; Julia Boldt Swindle, who promotes
offshore drilling safety; Lisa Symons, who has
devoted her 20-year career to protecting national
marine sanctuaries; and Phil Anton, an exercise
scientist who works to rehabilitate cancer survivors.
PERFORMANCE GROUPS
RESONATE IN DETROIT
For several months, a committee of faculty and
staff planned and worked toward the March 4th
Resonance concert at the Detroit Opera House. The
concert was extremely well received. The performances by the Pipe Band, the Highland Dancers, the
Percussion Ensemble and the Alma College Choir,
joined for the final two numbers by singers from
four area high school choirs, were terrific.
The community response exceeded our expectations,
with an estimated audience of 1,270, including more
than 300 prospective students and 100 alumni. What
a great way to showcase some of the many excellent
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fine arts programs that we offer at Alma.
(See photos on pages 18 and 19).
There is a four-minute highlight video
of the concert on the Alma College YouTube Channel:
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

pr i n t i n g

Allow me this final opportunity to make a
pitch for your support of the ALMA Fund.
I am deeply grateful for the on-going support of so many alumni who commit their
time, expertise and resources to helping
students have a transformative educational
experience. The ALMA Fund is vital to
every aspect of the College from scholarships to classroom technology.

McKay Press

“Every gift counts, every gift helps,
every gift matters,” is our ALMA Fund
mantra. We can leverage large gifts from
corporations and foundations with strong
alumni support, as belief in the institution
is measured by those closest to it. We ask
that you help us with this important cause
by making a gift by June 30. Visit www.
alma.edu/donate for information.
Alma College has thrived because of the
stewardship of many constituents. We
are extremely grateful for alumni who
continue this legacy.

Jeff Abernathy
President
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mission
Alma College’s mission is to
prepare graduates who think
critically, serve generously, lead
purposefully and live responsibly
as stewards of the world they
bequeath to future generations.
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Entrepreneurial students
Matt Wichtner and Josh Spratt, winners of a business plan competition, have a “jump start” on bringing their business ideas to reality thanks to a collaboration of efforts by business faculty, students and alumni.
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The Alma Commitment
The new Center for Student Opportunity will help students find their path to self-sufficiency and independency.
The CSO addresses the importance of combining academic and student life components in a major experience
outside the classroom.

Confronting real life issues in the lab
Finding a cure for cancer is not out of the realm of possibility at Alma College. Students working alongside biotechnology assistant professor Brian Doyle test the effect of plant chemicals on cancer cells.

Responding to the Gulf oil spill
Working in the world of offshore drilling, Julia Boldt Swindle ’91 is often the only woman in a room full of men.
But that doesn’t mean she has trouble voicing her opinion in her efforts to improve drilling safety and offshore
operational integrity.

Protecting marine sanctuaries
From shipwrecks to oil spills to hurricanes, Lisa Symons ’89, a 20-year veteran with the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, responds to events that impact the environment.

Strong Survivors
Like many students, Phil Anton ’92 felt largely invincible — until learning of his cousin’s struggle with cancer.
Then his outlook changed. Today, Anton heads a health program that uses exercise and nutrition to rehabilitate
cancer survivors.

THE STRATEGIC PLAN: PART I
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is published in October, February
and June for alumni, parents, students and other friends of Alma College. Send comments to
Mike Silverthorn, Accents editor, Alma College,
614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599, or
e-mail: silverthorn@alma.edu.

A new Strategic Plan means new
challenges, opportunities, risk and
reward. This issue of Accents focuses
on the first component of the Strategic Plan, “developing the person and
the professional” —
 see page 10

@ alumni.alma.edu/accents
www.alma.edu
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CAMPUS NEWS

campus news

Campus dining increases percentage
of Michigan-made food products

Like
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

WE ASKED:

>> Kayla Zuiderveen

>> Oral presentations on

of Falmouth was
awarded the 2012
Barlow Trophy,
Alma College’s most
prestigious award
for a graduating
senior. A biology
major and Spanish
minor, Zuiderveen
participated in
numerous academic
and co-curricular
activities during her
four years at Alma
College, including
the chapel ministries,
alternative breaks
and the Choir. She
also promoted literacy
in her role as an
English tutor to a local
Hispanic resident.

Hindu gender behavior,
the properties of a specific
chemical compound and
the social implications of
prohibition in the early
20th century were student
research projects selected
for recognition at Alma
College’s annual Honors
Day. Meredith Brown of
Midland, Daniel Jaremko
of Allegany, NY, and
Tristan Smith of Lowell
were the 2012 recipients
of the Ronald O. Kapp
Honors Day Prize for
their outstanding Honors
Day presentations in
the humanities, natural
sciences and social
sciences.

What do you love
most about Alma?
YOU SAID:
Jim Peck ’90: Alma has been my family for 44
yrs. My blood is maroon. Go Scots!
Scott Weir ’07: Where else can you hear bagpipes outside your window?
Shari Suarez ’93: I love that it provided me
with opportunities I wouldn’t have had anywhere else.

Many of Sodexo’s contracts
are regional or national in
scope, as living in Michigan

makes buying seasonal
produce difficult. However,
Watkins says the more local
vendors that Alma can integrate into its food supply,
the better.
“By purchasing local,
Alma can reduce its carbon
footprint,” he says. “We
also reduce the distance
that food has to travel, so
we end up with a fresher,
better-tasting product for
our students.”

Danny Balger ’07: Dr. Will Nichols.
Rachel Pappas ’02: Alma is awesome because
I met my husband there 13 years ago and have
been living the fairytale ever since!

Fulbright scholars: 21 and 22
Two 2012 graduating seniors won Fulbright Scholarships, becoming Alma College’s 21st and 22nd
Fulbright scholars since 2003.
Kayla Zuiderveen of Falmouth will conduct bacterial research at the University of Antioquia in
Medellin, Colombia. She will be part of a research group that will investigate a particular strain
of Mycobacterium tuberculosis — the bacterium that causes tuberculosis in humans — that has a
genetic mutation affecting how it is transferred from one patient to another.
Heidi Beckmann of Alma will teach English to middle and high school students in Thailand and
volunteer with a social organization that works to prevent the illegal trafficking of women and
children into exploitative situations. She graduated with a double major in French and sociology and
a double minor in Spanish and anthropology.
Alma’s Nationally Competitive Scholarship Committee helps finalists search for appropriate
postgraduate scholarships, then reviews the proposals and applications. Alma’s committee identifies
and nurtures exceptional candidates for nationally competitive scholarships, grants and awards.
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“CCF is very plugged in
with farmers,” says Steve
Watkins, Sodexo general manager. “Ideally, we
would love to become more
involved with them and
help them partner with
farms in Gratiot County.
Our ultimate goal is to
purchase products from
steps away from campus, so
we can support local farms
much more.”

Stephanie VanSteenburg ’09: HIGHLAND
CHICKEN!!!

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
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Sodexo, the College’s food
service, has secured a contract with Cherry Capital
Foods, a food distributor in
Traverse City that handles
Michigan-made produce
and products.

Cailee Drzinski ’15: Opportunities!

CAMPUS NEWS

Pre-med students
gain from Early
Assurance Program
Alma College has signed an
agreement with Michigan State
University College of Human Medicine that provides
an enhanced opportunity for
pre-medicine students to attend
medical school.
As part of the agreement, up to
two admission slots per year will
be reserved for Alma College students enrolling in MSU’s College
of Human Medicine. Preference
for the Early Assurance Program
(EAP) is given to deserving
students interested in caring for
underserved populations.

>>

>> For the 16th
consecutive year,
Alma College students
captured the highest
awards at the National
Model United
Nations Conference
in New York City.
Alma has now won
30 “outstanding
delegation” awards
— the most of any
college or university
in the 90-year history
of the conference.
At the April
conference, Alma’s
student delegations
represented The
Gambia and St.
Vincent and the
Grenadines.

With sustainability on its
radar, Alma College campus
dining has increased the
amount of Michigan-made
food products offered at
campus facilities. By this
fall, nearly 40 percent of
Alma’s produce will be
Michigan-grown.

From left: Jerry Kooiman, assistant dean for external affairs, MSU College of Human Medicine; Jeff Abernathy, president, Alma
College; Dr. Marcia D. Rappley, dean, MSU College of Human Medicine; Michael Selmon, provost, Alma College; and Karen Ball,
professor of integrative physiology and health science and director of Alma’s Integrated Health Studies Institute.

to underserved areas and fill a
healthcare need. It also enhances the interaction our pre-health
professional students have with
local health professionals in our
community.”

“The mission of the Early
Assurance Program is a great
fit for Alma College and our
increased emphasis in health
science,” said President Jeff Abernathy. “The program prepares Candidates for the EAP will
complete a program of enrichhealth care professionals to go

ing clinical and service experiences, as well as academic advising directed toward admission
to MSU College of Human
Medicine. During their junior
year in college, students who
fit the mission of the EAP and
Alma’s admissions criteria may

apply to the College of Human
Medicine. Selected students will
be assured of admission and
begin a relationship with MSU
College of Human Medicine
during their senior year of college.

www.alma.edu
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Five years
and running:
Alma makes
national service
honor roll

F A C U LT Y N E W S

Confronting the abuse of greed
New book by Ed Lorenz examines corporate
irresponsibility, civic engagement
Using examples from across
the country, an Alma College
professor’s new book examines
corporate irresponsibility and
civic engagement.

discusses the largest food contamination accident in United
States history, stock and
financial manipulations and a
massive shift of jobs offshore.

Political Science Professor Ed
Lorenz says Civic Empowerment in an Age of Corporate
Greed was inspired by a decade
of involvement with the Pine
River Superfund Citizens
Task Force.

Over the years, he says he has
visited many of the cities at the
heart of these incidents. Along
the way, he has discovered
story after story of corporate
irresponsibility, drawing similarities to the story of St. Louis,
Mich., and Velsicol – Michigan Chemical, the company
responsible for the massive
dumping of waste byproducts
into the Pine River.

“The environmental problems along the Pine River
are a classic consequence of
corporate irresponsibility,”
he says. “People complained
about the pollution from the
Michigan Chemical Plant in
Gratiot County right from
the beginning in 1935. Now,
the Environmental Protection Agency has admitted
that at a minimum, it’s going
to cost $370 million more to
clean the river.”
While much of Lorenz’s book
focuses on the Pine River
watershed, which contains
three Superfund sites, it also

6
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“It was really great to visit
these places because you
realize how much we share in
common,” he says. “I would
talk to the people in these
towns and tell them about St.
Louis. They were sympathetic
and shared their own stories.”
Lorenz says there’s an overlying fundamental problem in
the country that allows some
company leaders to make a
huge fortune while trashing

the environment, the workers
and even the shareholders.
“One of the themes of the
book is confronting the abuse
of greed,” he says. “It’s a criticism, too, of officials who get
trapped in between interest
groups. Companies need to
feel pressured by citizens, and
citizens need to feel like they
can do something about corporate irresponsibility.”
The other theme of Lorenz’s
book is empowerment. He
cites St. Louis as an example
of a community that has used
civic engagement to make a
difference.
“Average people were able
to bring change by going
to meetings and confronting experts,” he says. “They
showed that you can challenge
and consciously respond to
corporate irresponsibility. You
just have to be willing to get
informed, be organized and
expect more.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

For the fifth straight
year, the Corporation for
National and Community
Service (CNCS) has admitted Alma College to the
President’s Higher Education Community Service
Honor Roll for engaging its
students, faculty and staff in
meaningful service.
“Service takes place in many
ways at Alma College,” says
Anne Ritz, the College’s service-learning coordinator.
“Students meet community
needs through participation
with a number of organizations, including Alma
Public Schools, the American Red Cross, Gratiot
Literacy Council, United
Way, Masonic Pathways,
the Pine River Community
Action Group, Commission
on Aging, Big Brothers Big
Sisters and many more.”
Alma data reflects that 89
percent of the 2011 graduating seniors enrolled in
academic service learning,
with 50 percent of the class
completing three or more
service learning courses
during their undergraduate
career, says Ritz.

Like

F A C U LT Y N E W S

Scots contemplate split from United Kingdom
Vote on independence referendum ‘too close to call’
As Scotland moves toward
possible independence from
the United Kingdom, Alma
College political scientist Britt
Cartrite predicts that the political landscape in Europe has
been changed forever.
“The independence referendum is going to happen, and
that has been a game-changer
because it gives other independence movements legitimacy,”
he says. “This spillover effect
could reach Flanders, Catalonia or even Wales, which could
lead to the breakup of the U.K.
entirely.”
Cartrite, an associate professor
of political science, estimates
that only 35 to 40 percent of
Scots support independence
right now. Given this, he says
the Scottish National Party
(SNP) wants the referendum
to be held in fall 2014. This
would give the party, which
has a government majority
until 2016, time to make its
case for independence.
“Other political parties in Scotland want to hold the referendum now because they know
it will fail,” he says. “But 2014
marks the 700th anniversary of
the Battle of Bannockburn, a
significant victory in the Wars
of Scottish Independence. The

SNP’s leader, Alex Salmond, is
a very savvy politician, and he
knows people will be emotional about Scottish history during this time of celebration.”

military. Cartrite says keeping
the British pound is a way to
reduce some fear, but there are
other issues that the SNP cannot control.

The SNP also put itself at an
advantage by proposing the
2014 referendum date first,
Cartrite says. Now, if the
British Parliament tries to intervene and move the referendum to an earlier date, it risks
coming off undemocratic and
angering the Scots.

“As part of the U.K., Scotland has membership in
the European Union, and
the SNP wants to remain a
part of it,” he says. “The EU
won’t confirm whether an
independent Scotland would
be welcome, though.”

In addition to the referendum date, Scotland’s political
parties also are debating the
referendum’s wording. Cartrite says the SNP wants to
include a “devo max” option
on the ballot, which would
make Scotland responsible
for itself in every regard
except foreign policy.
“Public opinion polls show
that devo max is what most
people would want,” he says.
“It’s often assumed that those
who oppose independence
don’t value the importance of
Scottish culture. They actually
just fear the uncertainty that
would come in the wake of
such a significant change.”
Many Scots’ uncertainty
involves the economy and

Cartrite, whose research
background is in nationalism
and ethnic politics, presented
a paper on the impact of the
referendum in Edinburgh
this past September. It will
be forthcoming this fall as a
journal article and chapter in
an edited volume.
In the meantime, he says
Scotland’s independence referendum will continue to be an
interesting movement to watch.
“Right now, it looks like the
SNP will not succeed unless
it can reduce uncertainty,” he
says. “If the referendum is held
in 2014, though, I think there’s
a realistic possibility people
would vote for independence.
It’s getting too close to call.”

MARCH 29, 2012

The Huffington
Post said this:
“At the real United Nations,
veto-wielding heavyweights
like China, Russia and the
United States dominate. In
the college version, the unlikely superpower hails from
rural central Michigan: tiny
Alma College.”

YOU SAID:
Susan Sickelka ’81:
THIS is my school. THIS is my
home. THIS is my ALMA!
Rhoda Nyce Massanari:
Congratulations, you make us
soooo proud!
Avis Merry ’08:
What a perfect day for this as
I am wearing one of my MUN
shirts today! Congrats UNers.

— ELLEN DOEPKE

www.alma.edu
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(continued from previous page)

Skimboarding is a board sport
in which riders glide over the
surface of water or the wash of
a wave. It is a growing sport in
coastal areas as well as inland
regions with suitable bodies of
water, he says.

campus news

Entrepreneurial
Competition rewards
student business
plans for skimboards,
environmentally
friendly blue jeans

Matt Wichtner and Josh Spratt have
a “jump start” on bringing their business ideas to reality. The Alma College
students are the first winners of an
inaugural business plan competition.

Wichtner, a 2012 graduate from Honor,
won $5,000 for his business proposal:
Matty’s Boards LLC, a custom, madeto-order skimboard-producing company with signature designs inspired by
the Great Lakes region.

“Matt and Josh have good, wellthought ideas that are quite different,”
says Chris Ahn ’98, an investment
banker in Troy who, along with Alma
College Assistant Professor Ron Lemmon, sparked the development of the
competition.
“There are many ways for alumni to
get involved with their alma mater,”
says Ahn. “For me, this was a good
case study on how alumni can interact
with the College and the faculty, to
take an idea to fruition in a short
period of time. Ron Lemmon was
fantastic; he took our idea and created
a business incubator awards program.

accents

He also hopes to custom
produce longboards, a type of
skateboard that is growing in
popularity in urban areas and
college campuses. He plans to
use the $5,000 prize money to
purchase tools, such as a drill
press and band saw. A graduate of Benzie Central High
School, he is the son of Matt
and Karla Wichtner of Honor.

The JumpStart Entrepreneurship
Competition, a collaboration of efforts
by Students in Free Enterprise, business faculty and alumni, awards two
students up to $5,000 each to launch
their business ideas. A committee
of four alumni, three faculty and a
student selected the winners.

Spratt, a sophomore from Ada, won
$2,500 for his proposal to develop a
company that produces a sustainable,
environmentally friendly line of men’s
blue jeans that incorporates recycled
materials in every product.
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“I’m from the Traverse City
area, and there are miles
of beaches,” he says. “You
see a lot of skimboards. My
skimboards are handmade for
individual riders.”

Josh Andrews Denim
>>

students

“My skimboards are plywood
based with custom designs,”
says Wichtner. “The boards
are treated in a press where
they develop their curvature
to aid in hydroplaning and
wave riding. They are finished
with a polyurethane finish and
waxed for grip.

Josh Spratt and Matt Wichtner, with a prototype of Wichtner’s skimboard.

The first JSE competition was
a great success.”
Lemmon taught a seven-week
business plan-writing course
in the fall as a springboard for
the competition. Applicants
for the competition completed
an executive summary that
described their proposed
business products, services,
target customers, goals,
financial plan, and competitive
advantage. Six student finalists
were chosen to present their
business ideas.
“The competition proved
meaningful to students who
had thoughtful business
ideas,” says Ahn, who judged
the competition along with
fellow alumni Scott Hill ‘00
and Steve Wisinski ’97.

Spratt has created Josh Andrews Denim, a company that
will produce high-end fashion

blue jeans for men using ecologically sustainable yarns and
fabrics. He plans to use an ecotextile product called bionic
yarn, which blends petroleum
and natural based fibers with
recycled plastic bottles. An
average-sized pair of jeans has
the equivalent of seven water
bottles, he says.
“I’ve always been interested
in fashion and being entrepreneurial in general,” says Spratt.
“Last fall I wrote a research paper on Levi Straus and denim,
and that got me interested in
this type of project. I saw the
fabric and thought it was something I could do.”
Spratt attended Lemmon’s
business class last fall and
entered the competition.
“This was a great opportunity
for students to get some help
on marketing their products,”
he says. “The judges were
looking for unique ideas that
will sustain for a long period
of time — something that
could expand and grow and
produce a profit in the future.”
He plans to use this prize money to buy materials and have
patterns and samples made.
“I want to start with small
production,” he says. “This
summer I want to get a prototype made, purchase software

for making patterns and talk
to a tailor.”
A graduate of Lowell High
School, Spratt is majoring in
business administration with
a minor in art and design.
He is the son of Stuart and
Susan Spratt.

Collaboration key
Students from the student
organization SIFE —Students in Free Enterprise —
helped organize and structure the competition.
“The best part of the JumpStart
project was the focus on making this a long-term project
funded and managed by a
collaboration between alumni,
faculty, students and the college,” says Lemmon. “Alumni
came up with the idea; faculty
developed with alumni ways
to deliver real world entrepreneurial knowledge to students;
Alma SIFE students structured, organized, managed and
partially funded the competition; and the college stepped in
with alumni to make sure that
first year funding was assured.
“Best of all our students were
all winners. A new opportunity is available to them.
This should be a model for
future collaborations.”
— MIKE SILVERTHORN

Matty’s Boards
Wichtner began envisioning
his business of producing
skimboards in 2009 after his
freshman year. He posted
his idea on Facebook and
began receiving requests to
make boards.
“My friends liked the board,
thought it was a good idea,
and wanted me to put them in
shops, but I hadn’t perfected
them,” he says. “Last fall, I
went to Professor Lemmon
for advice, and he mentioned
the JumpStart competition.
So I took the class in the fall,
met the alumni committee and
received great feedback for
launching my business.”

ON FACEBOOK

Caption this!
The International Club from 1966 reminds us of
Model UN. Since we’re still feeling really proud of
our MUN students, we knew we needed to dig up
this picture for a caption contest!
Summer Fierro: “When do the women show up?”
Susan Sickelka: A la MJJ - I regret to inform you that
we have recently learned of an international shortage
of 3x5 cards and lunchboxes.

CAMPUS NEWS

Anthropology
added to Alma’s
list of majors
Due to student demand, Alma
College has added anthropology to its expanding list of majors. Long a popular Program
of Emphasis (POE), anthropology graduates gain skills that
support career possibilities in a
wide variety of fields.
“From archaeology to linguistics, anthropology is a
discipline that touches on
everything in the liberal arts,”
says Mary Theresa BonhageFreund, associate professor of
sociology and anthropology.
“Students are exposed to tools
that help them become lifelong
learners. They see connections
where other people might not.
I think that’s what is so appealing about anthropology.”
Clinton Township sophomore
Shalyn Stack, one of the first
anthropology majors, chose
to major in it because it’s “the
combination of many majors
in one.” She says she is able to
study ancient cultures without
having to major in history.
“Anthropology has helped
shape me into an open-minded
observer,” she says. “It also
has made me understand how
special the world is for having
such a variety of cultures and
ways of life. It’s a great major.”
Alma College now offers 34
academic majors. In addition
to anthropology, the College
has added biotechnology, environmental studies, health care
administration, and new media
studies as new majors over the
last two years.

Jenni Strait: “Quick! Everyone look important! Some
person might dig up this picture again in 46 years!”

www.alma.edu
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THE ALMA COMMITMENT
The Center for Student
Opportunity will help
students find their
path to self-sufficiency
and independence
At Alma, some students —
like Ben Roberts and Samantha LaChance — relish
the opportunities to learn in
places far beyond campus. Ben
and Samantha, for example,
attended the United Nation’s
Climate Summit in Copenhagen and participated in
forums that addressed climate
change and sustainability.

Some students — like Erica
Adams — contribute their
time and abilities to addressing community needs. Erica
mentored local middle school
youth in an after-school
program, planned a women’s
career-building day, and
served at a children’s health
center in Nicaragua.

And then there are students
— like Lydia Anderson and
Daniel May —who seek
new knowledge outside the
classroom. Lydia and Daniel,
working with faculty biologist Brian Doyle and other
students, analyzed medicinal
plants that carry possible
Some students — like
anti-cancer agents, presenting
Tristan Smith — seek inthe results of their research at
ternship opportunities, gain- the annual conference of the
ing invaluable real-world
Michigan Academy of Sciwork experience. Tristan
ence, Arts and Letters.
interned at the Consulate of
Mexico in Detroit, where she Many Alma students seek
these out-of-classroom exorganized health fairs and
periences, but not all. Some
art and music exhibitions,
students think they cannot
translated and organized
afford an out-of-classroom
governmental documents,
experience, or they don’t know
and researched historical
how to identify opportunities
articles for the Institute for
and incorporate them into an
Mexicans Abroad division.
already full schedule.

DEVELOPING
THE PERSON AND THE PROFESSIONAL

The first section of the Strategic Plan, “the
person and the professional,” describes how
we will enhance the resources we offer to help
our students grow both personally and professionally. Included herein are a few examples
of the ways the campus has already begun to
embrace this first component.
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In the spirit of providing
transformational educational
opportunities for all students,
Alma College plans to launch
the Alma Commitment — a
four-year developmental roadmap that includes a funded
applied experience in the
junior year. The Alma Commitment addresses the importance of combining academic
and student life components
in a major experience outside
the classroom.

The Center for
Student Opportunity

Nick Piccolo, vice president for
student life. “Administratively,
we tend to separate academics
and student life programming.
However, the CSO will be
a place that combines these
day-to-day student life and
academic elements.

Week, First-Year Seminars
and introductions to campus
resources.

Students in the second
year will focus on “taking responsibility” as
they continue on their
path to declaring a major,
applying for experiential
learning opportunities
“In my mind, I picture this as a and progressing toward a
place of energy and excitement, degree.
a marketplace for students to
make the most out of their ex- Third-year students will
perience,” he says. “There will focus on defining the applied
experience that is selected from
be a synergy of having these
offices located in a shared space a menu of opportunities, while
with the sole purpose of focus- fourth year students will focus
ing on the student experience.” on the “next steps” following
their graduation.

Charged with making the
Alma Commitment a reality is the Center for Student
The Four-year
Opportunity, a new office that
will house in a single location a Student Plan
wide range of new and existing The new four-year student
support services.
plan, still in the development
Existing offices that will move stage, will provide students
with guidance through their
to the CSO include Academic
four years of college — both
and Career Planning, Service
curricular and co-curricular.
Learning and the Center
With each stage of the journey,
for Responsible Leadership.
Under the leadership of Karen students will develop knowledge and skills that will lead to
Klumpp, these offices will
work collaboratively with new increased self-sufficiency and
independence.
student life services that prepare students for international “From day one, students will
experiences and to interact
be engaged in their education,”
with confidence in an increas- says Piccolo. “When you look
ingly diverse society. The CSO at our data, we see that most
will be housed in the Tylerstudents are involved in more
Van Dusen Campus Center, in than one organization. We
the space previously occupied
want to nudge this beehive of
by the Kiltie Korner Bookstore opportunity by helping students
and Jones Auditorium.
focus and to provide a direction that leads to a personalized
Staffing for the CSO’s new
student life services will be sup- junior year experience that
provides additional context to
ported by a six year, $700,000
their classroom learning.
State of Michigan KingChavez-Parks Select Student
“Students must participate in
Support Services Grant. The
the planning process to receive
King-Chavez-Parks-funded
the benefit of that transforpositions include an associate
mational experience,” says
vice president for student opPiccolo. “Then, in the senior
portunity and diversity and a
year, students will examine
director of work and financial
how to apply their experience
opportunity. Future plans
in a way that leads to success
include the addition of a new
after graduation.”
director of international student
programs to support anticipated First-year students will
focus on planning, with an
increases in the numbers of
emphasis on making a sucinternational students.
cessful transition to college
“This will be a place for
and defining an academic
students to find support for
path that meets the students’
their Alma experience,” says
interests and goals. Programming includes Orientation

“The central idea is to go an
extra step to ensure that we are
providing an excellent student
experience,” says Provost
Michael Selmon. “With the
Alma Commitment, we will
be intentional about linking
students with the many opportunities that Alma provides.
We want to help students
adjust to College and make
thoughtful choices about their
major. We want them to gain
the confidence and expertise
that comes through internships and other experiences.
And when they leave Alma,
we want to make certain that
they are leaving with experiences that open doors for their
future, whether they are going
to graduate school or immediately beginning their career.”

developing the person
and the professional

OBJECTIVE:
“We will develop a campus-wide
program to help students make
the connection between an Alma
liberal arts education and careers,
emphasizing the broad skills—in
critical thinking, problem solving,
written and oral communication
especially—that are the hallmark
of an Alma education. Specifically,
we will provide resources to
transformative programs that will
help students connect learning in
the classroom to the world beyond

Future Plans: The
Junior Year Experience

Alma, through undergraduate

The third-year experience is
broadly defined. Examples
include traditional workplace
internships, off-campus learning experiences like those
supported by Posey-Global
Fellowships, laboratory or
field research with a faculty
member, community service, or campus leadership
initiatives. Even on-campus
student employment that is
designed to encourage leadership and skill development
could qualify.

internships, and service learning.”

research, broadly defined

(continued on page 12)
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(continued from previous page)
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OBJECTIVE:
“We will ensure that our campus better represents the diversity of American

While the third-year applied experience will not be
required for graduation, the
opportunity for a transformational experience will be
guaranteed, says Selmon. Students will be eligible to receive
a stipend to cover the expenses
related to the applied project.
The program will be phased
in over the coming two years.
While several components of
the program will be in place
for the 2012 incoming class,
first-year students entering in
Fall 2013 will be the first class
to benefit from the full Alma
Commitment.
“The Strategic Plan that the
College adopted last fall promises that ‘we will provide each
student an opportunity for an
extensive hands-on learning
experience to provide context
for their academic work and
prepare them for their future
careers,’” says Selmon. “The
Alma Commitment will make
that promise real.
“Many alumni talk about
how their Alma Experience
included learning experiences
that changed their lives. When
we welcome new students and
their families, the Alma Commitment will make it clear that
they will have these opportunities too. They will get a chance,
through an internship, service,
or research experience, to learn
through application. It will
give them a head start to postgraduate success.”
— MIKE SILVERTHORN

culture and the shifting demographics of Michigan, even as we will create a
more global campus through the development of current and new programs.
Specifically, we will seek to bring studnts from outside of our traditional
demographic and create a culture on campus that supports such students.”

OPENING
EYES TO A
DIVERSE
W O R L D
Several student organizations
strive to educate, engage and
enliven the campus through
diversity-oriented activities,
discussion and friendship.
The International Club
welcomes students who are
interested in gaining a broader
perspective of other cultures,
beliefs and traditions. The
group annually sponsors its
World Kitchen series in which
people from various cultures
invite guests to teach them
how to prepare a dish from
their own culture. The 2011-12

series included Honduran,
Irish, French and Korean cuisine along with many others.
Participants receive hands-on
coaching about proper dining
etiquette to gain insight on
how people interact in different cultures.
The International Club also
organizes cultural museum
and restaurant trips, a Christmas party where guests share
their own holiday traditions,
and educational presentations
about various foreign cultures
throughout the year.
The Multicultural Student
Union strives to increase
awareness and promote diversity on Alma’s campus through
interactive activities and
discussions. The MCSU sponsors movie nights, off-campus
trips to interact with other
multicultural student organi-

zations, and a week-long “race
week” that provides multicultural programming for
students. Race week includes
an open poetry slam, a race
panel formed by faculty and
students, a soul food cookout,
and the burning of a symbolic
hate wall.
“Because we aren’t afraid to
talk about traditionally taboo
topics, we offer a safe space
to discuss and explore issues,”
says RaiAda LaNier, student
president of MCSU. “Diversity
goes way beyond the undergraduate experience. We’ve
got to learn to embody other
people’s perspectives to do
our jobs and live our lives in a
globalized society. As a citizen
of a diverse world, when you
know better, you do better.’
— EMILY HAVELKA

CSO directors appointed
An Alma College staff member for more than 33 years and a faculty member who has been a
leading advocate for creating a campus climate that supports diversity have been appointed to key
positions in launching the Center for Student Opportunity.
The appointment of Karen Klumpp as director of the CSO/Associate Vice President for Academic
Affairs is effective Aug. 14. She will direct the implementation of the CSO and oversee its longterm operational success. Since 2005 she has served the College as vice president for enrollment,
overseeing recruitment efforts that have resulted in record classes.
Laura von Wallmenich, a member of the English faculty since 2001, was appointed Interim Associate Vice President for Student Opportunity and Diversity. In this new role, she will lead campus
efforts to better serve economically disadvantaged students and to establish a strong multicultural
presence on campus.

12

accents

CONFRONTING
REAL LIFE ISSUES
IN THE LAB
Students test effect of plant
chemicals on cancer cells
Finding a cure for cancer is not out of
the realm of possibility for Alma College students working alongside faculty
members in their labs.
Brian Doyle, assistant professor of
biology and biochemistry, recently
worked with Gwinn sophomore Lydia
Anderson, Frankenmuth junior Daniel
May, Farwell senior Caitlin Marsh
and Cheboygan sophomore Sha’Quice
Mullany on research that dealt with
medicinal plants that carry possible
anti-cancer agents.
To conduct their research, the group
collected various plant samples to be
tested through a brine shrimp assay that
would determine how likely certain

plants would be at killing cancer cells.
The plant extracts were broken down
into single chemicals, and if those
chemicals could kill brine shrimp, there
was a chance that they could kill cancer
cells as well.
Out of the 30 plants that were studied,
13 were able to kill the brine shrimp.
The group will continue to test those
plant chemicals on different cancer
cells, with the next one being a breast
cancer cell line.
“In the sciences, faculty/student
research is the most valuable thing we
have to offer,” says Doyle. “It is one step
further than a lab course. It puts lab
into real life.”
Anderson expresses the importance of
the bonds that student/faculty research
can create, as well as the importance of
learning how to conduct research on
her own.
“It helps you create more personal
relationships with your professors,” she
says. “This process also taught me a lot
about how to be self-sufficient.”

Through her work with Doyle, she has
learned about many internship opportunities based on his connections.
May explains that he appreciates
Alma’s ability to offer students more
than just a lab class by giving them the
opportunity to apply what they learn
to real life research.
“It is one of the big reasons I chose
Alma,” he says. “It’s really nice being
able to apply those things in the lab and
the class to various situations. I really,
really enjoyed it!”
The experience gave both Doyle and his
students a dynamic learning experience.
“The students have more significant
roles as researchers, and the faculty
have more significant roles as mentors,”
says Doyle.
The research conducted by Doyle
and the students was presented at the
Michigan Academy of Science, Arts
and Letters conference in March.
— ANGELA FLYNN ’12
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“The fact that you
can start a research
project before you’re
even a freshman and
meet friends and
professors is such a
great opportunity.”

NAVIGATING
CHICAGO

A PASSION FOR RESEARCH

mock interviews or interviews for actual
internships based on their interests. The
program is designed to allow students to
network and learn from professionals in
an encouraging environment.

Sophomore works on molecular synthesis research project
The passion that Amanda Gatlin ’14
has for scientific research is apparent
within minutes of talking to her.

be able to write a senior thesis about
her research, something she says
excites her.

She smiles and recalls doing research
before even registering for classes at
Alma College thanks to a week-long
stay on campus through the ASPIRE
program, which introduces prospective students to science.

“A senior thesis says, ‘Hey! Look at
all this work that I’ve done!’” she
says. “Research helps you stand out.
It shows that on top of taking classes
and being involved on campus, I can
do research, put my data together
and present. I know how to manage
my time.”

“The fact that you can start a
research project before you’re even
a freshman and meet friends and
professors is such a great opportunity,” she says. “You spend a couple
hours in each lab on campus and
make awesome connections with
faculty members. Now, I feel like I
always have someone to talk to about
the future or about classes.”

developing the person
and the professional
OBJECTIVE:
“To affirm the central place
of teaching and learning
on Alma’s campus, we will
commit the college to ongoing
improvement of student
learning and growth.”

Since her freshman year, Gatlin has
been working exclusively with Joel
Dopke, assistant professor of chemistry, on a grant-funded molecular
synthesis research project. She says
the plan is to make mimics of biological molecules and try to characterize them to see if they can do what
literature says they should do.
“It’s something no one has ever done
before,” she says. “It’s really cool that
at a small college like Alma, we’re doing something that could be so useful
to the world’s scientific knowledge.
The results of this project could
potentially help reduce the need for
fossil fuels.”
Because the project is still in its
early phases, Gatlin plans to continue
working on it right up until she
graduates Alma. This means she will
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Gatlin most recently presented her
work at a conference hosted by the
American Chemical Society, the
world’s largest scientific society.
“There were a lot of graduate students
at the conference, which was a little intimidating,” she says. “Dr. Dopke and
I prepared for it, though, and everyone
was nice. They were impressed that I
was only a sophomore and had already
done so much work.”
She hopes to publish a paper on the
research next year, an accomplishment that she says is “pretty much
priceless for a junior.” For now,
Gatlin will be in the lab this summer
whenever she gets a free moment.
“I’ve learned a lot about the power of
trial and error,” she says. “Eighty percent of what you try in the lab doesn’t
work. That can be discouraging, but
you have to keep trying. Learning that
something doesn’t work is just as helpful as knowing something did work.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

Alumni are in important positions within their respective companies, but they
still take the time to keep the connection
to Alma College strong, says Erb. Being
assisted by these alumni forms a cycle
that really emphasizes the ties Alma has
to its alumni and their commitment to
the success of future graduates.

Annual internship trip prepares students for the job market

WHEN LAKE ODESSA SOPHOMORE CHELSEA
ERB ARRIVED AT ALMA, SHE KNEW EXACTLY
WHAT CAREER PATH WAS FOR HER.
“I was going to be a pediatrician,” says
Erb. “I was going to be a pediatrician
my whole life, I knew it. Then I took
biology and had a meltdown, and suddenly being a pediatrician didn’t seem
like it was for me anymore.”

The trip focuses on broadening the
student’s network, teaching them the
ins and outs of resume building and,
most importantly, interviewing with
real professionals who they have never
met until that moment.

Seeking guidance, Erb went to the Aca- “The ACP office puts a lot of time into
making this trip what you need,” says
demic and Career Planning office.
Erb. “This trip isn’t just for people
“I was told to try the Chicago internlooking for specific internships. The
ship trip to broaden my horizons and trip can be personalized, and the ACP
figure out an alternate path,” she says. office will go above and beyond. They
“It has changed me for the better, and really want to help students be sucI’m so grateful to Alma College and
cessful after graduation, and they’ll do
the ACP office. It has been one of my anything they can to prepare you.”
best experiences.”
While in Chicago, students interview
The three-day Chicago trip is offered
with Alma College alumni who have
to acclimate and teach students how to established themselves in the Chicago
navigate Chicago and to provide them area. Students then participate in either
with the opportunity to mingle with
professionals working within the city.

“This year we had students interview
with a wide range of people, from the
Chicago Mercantile Exchange to the
Chicago Teacher Residency Program,”
says Anneliese Fox, career planning
coordinator for the ACP Office. “We
had a student interested in hospitality,
and she interviewed at the Westin as
well as Entertainment Cruises. Another group of students was interested
in banking, and they interviewed
with American Chartered Bank. Each
student met with at least a couple of
Alma College alumni.”
Like anything, interviewing takes
practice, and it is helpful to get such
real experience before entering the
job market.
“I met with the healthcare administration director of Rush University and
some smaller companies run by alumni
who had started their own businesses,”
says Erb. “I went on this trip to explore
different career options and to gain
some perspective and experience talking with professionals, not to interview
for an internship or a job as some other
students did.”
(continued on page 16)
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Interviews are conducted professionally as if the student were in
fact applying for a job. Once the
interview has concluded the atmosphere becomes more casual
and the volunteer offers critique
of the student’s performance,
such as what to add to a resume,
how to speak, and how to design
a business card. Students who
participate gain self-confidence
through the experience.
“There’s something to be
said about interviewing with
confidence and practice,” says
Erb. “It’s something invaluable
that doesn’t show up on your
resume but can really convince a
prospective employer that you’re
the one for the job.”
— EMILY HAVELKA ’12

ENSURING STUDENT WELL-BEING
Growing wellness services include counseling, pet therapy
With an increase of students coming
through the Counseling and Wellness
Center’s doors, the staff there has had
to make some adjustments and enhance
their services.
Just how many more students are they
seeing? During the 2009-10 academic year,
the CWC saw an 85-percent increase from
the previous year. Director Anne Lambrecht says this trend continues, and 2,185
individual counseling and consultation
appointments have taken place so far this
academic year.
“Nationwide, college counseling centers
have reported an increase over the past
few years in the number of students coming in for services,” she says. “In addition to dealing with issues related to the
college environment, including roommate
conflicts and homesickness, students are
dealing with more complex issues like
clinical depression, anxiety and other
mental health disorders.”

developing the person
and the professional
OBJECTIVE:
“To reflect our focus on student
success, we will improve
a fundamental measure
of student success, our
graduation rate, to at least the
average of peer institutions.”
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Lambrecht believes that more students
are utilizing the CWC due to the reduction in stigma related to mental health
issues. Thanks to outreach efforts and
a growing awareness of mental health
needs, she says counseling has become
more socially acceptable.
“Our staff has provided training to assist
in recognizing the signs of a student in distress,” she says. “In response to caring for
our students and providing a safe campus,
administrators, faculty, staff and resident
assistants are proactively encouraging
students to get help.”
Three licensed professional counselors are
on the CWC staff as well as a psychiatrist
who does evaluations and medication management. In addition to partnering with
and supporting student organizations, they
conduct journaling workshops, grief programs and suicide prevention training both
on campus and in the local community.

This year, CWC’s outreach efforts also
included two $15,000 Department of
Education sub-contracts from Prevention
Network to implement and expand environmental change approaches to prevent
underage alcohol use and reduce high-risk
drinking. Lambrecht says the staff also conducted a social norm marketing campaign
to foster normative attitudes regarding
alcohol use among the student body.
“We were able to implement an alcohol assessment and education program
for students who want to explore their
alcohol use,” she says. “E-Chug, an online
intervention program that allows students
to enter information about their drinking
patterns, allows them to get immediate
personalized feedback.”
Animals also prove to be a popular way to
reach out to students. For the past three
years, cats Tully and Harley have lived at
the CWC. Not very often will you see them
alone in the lobby, as visitors frequently stop
by to play with them and unwind.
“Meeka, a staff member’s dog, shares these
duties,” says Lambrecht. “During especially stressful times of year, a local group
of nationally certified pet therapy dogs are
brought in to the library.”
The CWC does not charge students for
counseling services. Lambrecht says the
fact that there’s no waiting list is unusual,
but the staff manages the demand with
increased caseloads and screening for risk
factors. Emergencies and crisis appointments take priority.
“We are dedicated to helping students,”
she says. “It’s very rewarding to see the
progress that students make throughout
their time at Alma College. As part of
that, we’re able to form relationships with
them and assist them in their development
and growth.”

DO YOU
LOVE ALMA
COLLEGE?

developing the person
and the professional
OBJECTIVE:
“We will enrich the residential nature and identity of the campus, recognizing the
importance of the co-curriculum to the reputation and perceived value of an Alma education
as well as to the growth and learning of Alma’s students. In addition, we will recognize the
importance of athletics and other wellness activities to student development.”

DO YOU USE
FACEBOOK?
If the answer is yes to
both, you can now show
your support on your Wall!
Get your Donor Badge at
www.alma.edu/donate.

— ELLEN DOEPKE
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Like
WE ASKED:

What did you think
about the Resonance
event at the Detroit
Opera House?
YOU SAID:
LeeAnn DuMond Sutherland ’79: It was a
wonderful event! Proud to be an alum, and
to have had kids who were part of the AC
music program!
Karen Magnuson ’78: Terrific dancers!
Makes me long for my Kiltie Dancer days.
Karen Lafer Haithcock: I took my mother, my
husband and our three kids, and everyone
enjoyed the performance immensely. Upon
seeing the show our daughter, Ava, who is
only in second grade announced that she
wants to attend Alma College! She LOVED
the dancers! Thanks for sharing a dream
and a goal. :)

On March 4, 2012, the Alma College Choir, Percussion Ensemble,
Pipe Band and Highland Dancers joined guest high school
performers from the Detroit area
for an exhilarating performance
in one of Detroit’s most elegant
venues, the Detroit Opera House.
Shown here are a selection of
photos from that evening.

a celebration of the performing arts
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To see the highlights reel, visit:
http://tinyurl.com/7u94n4p
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governmental standards,” she says. “I
was fortunate to be among the first
people to work with Safety and Environmental Management Systems (SEMS) to
respond to the regulations and provide
implementation assistance.”

responsible
STEWARDS

During the start-up phase, the COS
was not open to members. It also had
no operating budget, so offshore drilling companies were asked to donate the
time and talent of their best and brightest employees. Swindle was one of the
first few invited to come on board.
“The opportunity to be involved with
the COS is a tremendous honor,” she
says. “It’s fantastic to know that our
work has a direct, real impact on the
safety of both the environment and the
people in the field.”
After a long history in retail and
property management, Swindle began
working in offshore drilling after
relocating to Houston in 2008. Along
the way, she has continued to pursue
her passion for performance by singing
with the Houston Livestock Show and
Rodeo Choir and the Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Houston.
“I’ve always loved to sing,” she says. “I
participated in Songfest at Alma and
won three times! I liked that I could be
involved in theatre and music at Alma
without majoring in either of them.”
Swindle, who studied speech communication at Alma, also recalls her time
as an exchange student at Hunter College in New York. One of 23 students
from across the country chosen for the
program, she interned at two public
relations firms.

Responding to the Gulf oil spill

WORKING IN THE WORLD OF OFFSHORE DRILLING,
JULIA BOLDT SWINDLE ’91 IS OFTEN THE ONLY WOMAN
IN A ROOM FULL OF MEN. BUT THAT DOESN’T MEAN
SHE HAS TROUBLE VOICING HER OPINION.
“It’s very satisfying to be a woman in
this position,” she says. “It demands a
lot of intellect, but I draw from my experience at Alma. You couldn’t sit at the
back of the classroom and coast. You
were expected to speak up and defend
your position. You had to be prepared.”
Swindle is an industry compliance
specialist for the International Association of Drilling Contractors, where
she works in regulatory affairs and
coordinates the Competence Assurance
Accreditation Program (CAAP).
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This year, she also began a one-year
term assisting with the launch of the
new Center for Offshore Safety (COS)
to ensure continuous improvement in
safety and offshore operational integrity.
The creation of the COS was one of the
recommendations made in the Presidential Commission Report following the oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico.
“When the Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement (BSEE) issued
new regulations, companies were given a
year to be in compliance with the higher

SCOTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

“Going from small, insular Alma to one
of the biggest cities in the world provided me with great balance,” she says.
“I grew as a person. Spending a year at
a public-run institution also made me
appreciate the value of Alma and how
rigorous the education is there.”
The youngest of eight children,
Swindle says paying for college was
a major obstacle for her family. After
receiving a National Merit Scholarship, however, she applied to Alma
early and only Alma.
“I liked the idea of small class sizes and
the individual attention that results,”
she says. “I was blessed to receive a
scholarship, and I knew that when I
graduated from Alma, I would be able
to read, write, talk… I knew I would be
able to do anything.”
Looks like she was right.

Protecting marine sanctuaries

FROM SHIPWRECKS TO OIL SPILLS TO
HURRICANES, SYMONS RESPONDS TO
EVENTS THAT IMPACT THE ENVIRONMENT

Symons received her master’s degree
in environmental advocacy at the
University of Michigan and accepted a
position in NOAA in 1991. She spent
her first three days on the job preparing
in D.C. before leaving for Kuwait for
an unknown period of time.

A

“I try to take life as it comes, so I didn’t
feel unprepared to be in Kuwait, where
I assessed the impact of oil spills and
fires,” she says. “Nobody had been the
NOAA regional liaison before me, so I
didn’t have to live up to anyone else. My
training with M.J.J. also came in handy.”

s a member of the Ranger
Rick generation, Lisa Symons ’89 isn’t surprised that
she has spent the past 20
years devoted to environmental policy
issues at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
“This morning, I was dealing with
coral reef conservation issues before
spending the afternoon focused on
World War II shipwrecks that may
possibly have oil still on board,” she says
from her office in Silver Spring, Md.
“At the end of the day, I expect to be reviewing NOAA vessel chartering costs
for universities and other partners.”
Symons is the damage assessment and
resource protection coordinator of
NOAA’s Office of National Marine
Sanctuaries, a series of 14 marineprotected areas around in the country.
She’s responsible for contingency planning and emergency response to events
that impact the sanctuaries, such as oil
spills, vessel groundings, airplane accidents and hurricanes. She also oversees

restoration and helps support NOAA
during litigation.
“I really enjoy my work,” she says. “I
set goals for myself after Alma and
hoped that I would make a difference
in the world. When you’re not directly
in the field with the resources, it can be
hard to feel like you’re living up to that
standard, but what I do makes me feel
good. I feel challenged.”
What Symons learned as a biology and
history double major at Alma College,
she still utilizes every day at NOAA.
She says experiences such as studying
abroad in Scotland and participating
on the first Model UN team helped her
learn how to think from all perspectives.
“Alma gave me strong problem-solving
skills,” she says. “Because we didn’t
have Google, we were forced to work
through problems. Alma taught me not
only how to figure out the answer, but
also to figure out how to ask for help if
you didn’t know. This opened up new
ways of seeing for me.”

Former history professor M.J.J Smith
recruited Symons into Alma’s pre-law
program. While several professors
challenged her to think differently, she
says Smith, her advisor, had a special
impact on her.
“M.J.J. wasn’t polite about challenging
you, and he could be intimidating,” she
says. “But this gave me self-confidence.
I knew that if I could make it through
his classes and deal with what was
thrown at me, I could do anything.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

— ELLEN DOEPKE
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Anton heads health program that uses exercise to rehabilitate cancer survivors

“GOING THROUGH THIS EXPERIENCE WITH MY COUSIN
MADE ME DETERMINED TO DO WHAT I COULD TO GIVE
BACK TO CANCER RESEARCH...”

Small-town values

STRONGSURVIVORS
That call came from his mother, letting
him know that his cousin and best
friend, Julie, was dying. Julie had survived a tumor in her knee, amputation,
rounds of chemotherapy, cancer in her
lung, eight surgeries and more rounds
of chemotherapy and radiation. All in
three years.

research,” he says. “I donated. I participated in Race for the Cure. I knew
that I wanted to make a difference.
Growing up, my parents instilled in
me a good appreciation for the value of
life, but Julie—and Alma—definitely
enhanced this.”

After Alma, Anton spent two years
as a physical education teacher before
moving to Colorado, where he pursued
a master’s degree in kinesiology and applied physiology and studied the impact
of age and exercise on human cardiology.
“Each time, we hoped this was it, that He wasn’t quite sure what path to follow
she would be cancer-free,” says Anwhen he began his Ph.D., though.
ton. “But by the time she was 17, the
cancer was in her brain. When I got
“My dissertation advisor and her colthat call, a friend from Alma drove
league happened to be the founders of
me home to Hastings, and I made it
the Rocky Mountain Cancer Rehato the hospital in Chicago just before bilitation Institute at the University of
she took her last breath.”
Northern Colorado, which uses exercise
to rehabilitate cancer survivors,” he
An exercise and health science major,
says. “It was one of the first of its kind
he reveled in being a “benchwarmer”
in the country. I began to see the poson the junior varsity basketball team at sibilities of taking what I had learned
Alma. Anton also joined Tau Kappa
and applying it.”
Epsilon, formed lifelong friendships
and took advantage of teaching practi- This gave Anton the inspiration he
cum opportunities.
needed for his doctoral dissertation, but
he also needed the data. After he and his
“Alma got me moving down a path of
wife moved to Illinois, where they both
excellence,” he says. “The faculty mem- accepted positions at Southern Illinois
bers were accessible, positive mentors
University-Carbondale, he began visiting
who had a special ability to impart wisoncology offices to find research subjects.
dom and convey it in a classroom. The
education I received there was fantastic.” “I didn’t have much luck at the oncology offices,” he says. “In nine months,
Like many people in college, Anton
I only got one research subject, and I
says he felt largely invincible.
needed roughly 30 for my dissertation. I
found help when I began working with
Until Julie.
a community college that had partnered
“Going through this experience with
with Southern Illinois Healthcare to esmy cousin made me determined to
tablish a program for cancer patients. ”
do what I could to give back to cancer
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When Southern Illinois Healthcare
received a grant from the Lance
Armstrong Foundation, Anton and
a student began writing the exercise
criteria for the Strong Survivors program, which explores physical activity
and nutrition as it relates to cancer
survivorship. With this support behind
him, he says oncology offices became
more receptive.

When fire destroyed the TKE House at 627 West Center
Street on a cold Sunday morning last January, the broad Alma
College community offered a collective sigh of relief that students were safe and there were no casualties or injuries.
For Stephen F. Meyer ’80, however, the loss of the building
had an additional impact that caused a personal sense of
reflection and remembrance. The structure was his childhood home.

Two months later, Anton, an assistant
professor of exercise science, had 32
research subjects. September 2005
marked the first class of the Strong
Survivors program.

“I lived in that house my entire life until I graduated from
high school in 1976,” says Meyer, the incoming chair of the
Alma College Board of Trustees. His father, Stephen Meyer
Jr., was the College’s vice president for finance.
“Alma College, in many aspects, was the community that
raised me,” says Meyer. “I spent my early life going back and
forth to Reid-Knox or the physical education building. I was
a competitive swimmer and spent a lot of time swimming
and diving in the pool in the physical education building,
which was quite new at that time. The College graduations
and the student activities were a big part of my life growing up. My dad was so involved, it was hard to be separated
from the goings-on at the college.”

“Strong Survivors has been very successful,” he says. “We have offered the
class for 20 consecutive semesters, helping over 240 people in that time. We
encourage caregivers to attend as well,
as they also can experience the negative
physical, psychological and social side
effects of cancer.”
In 2009, the program added another
branch: A lab space for those who are
unable to attend class or need a more
private setting while exercising. Anton
says this has helped the program expand its reach.
“I count my blessings every day,” he
says. “To be able to do research as
part of my job while providing an
important service to Southern Illinois
is amazing. If I’m having a bad day, I
can go into the lab and see one of the
patients working as hard as they can to
maximize their quality of life, and my
problems fade away.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

Today, Meyer and his wife, Susan ’83, the parents of Stephen
and Joseph, live in Skaneateles, N.Y. He is president and
chief executive officer of Welch Allyn, a leading global
provider of medical diagnostic products and solutions. His
corporate appointment in April culminates a 30-year career
at Welch Allyn that began in sales and led to a series of leadership positions, including chief global business officer.
“I’m very proud of the fact that I was raised in the Midwest,”
says Meyer. “It’s surprising to some, but the values in central
New York State are more Midwestern than Eastern. There’s a
strong work ethic here. I loved being raised in a small community with values that contributed substantially to my character.”

>>

While a sophomore at Alma College,
Phil Anton ’92 received a call that
would shape his direction in life and
lead him to cancer research.

Trustee, CEO Meyer heads
global provider of medical
diagnostic products

Anton assisting a few of his favorite survivors: Paulette, Maggie and Karen.

Welch Allyn is focused primarily on the medical profession’s
first line of care, such as hospital medical-surgical wards,
emergency rooms, clinics and physicians offices, says Meyer.
(continued on page 24)
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EVERY
SECOND
COUNTS

PLANNED GIVING

On September 28, 2011, John Dau visited campus to offer an emotional and inspiring
presentation about his childhood in Sudan. From surviving the harrowing genocide of his people
to leading hundreds of younger boys across Sudan, Dau shared his story as a Lost Boy and the
life lessons that helped him not only overcome, but help others through the most horrific of
circumstances. John’s visit to campus would not have been made possible without the assistance
of Steve and Susan Meyer who felt John’s story needed to be shared with Alma College students,
faculty, staff and the surrounding community.

>>

Rebuilding the TKE house
All residents and guests were
safely evacuated on Jan. 29 when
fire, ruled accidental, destroyed
the TKE House. The Greek and
campus community responded
with support and temporary housing for the TKE residents, and
the College ensured that all displaced students had housing for
the rest of the term. TKE alumni
from around the country rallied to
offer assistance in many ways and
expressed interest in helping with
the rebuilding of the TKE House.
Following the fire, President Jeff
Abernathy, in discussions with
Greg Hatcher, an Alma College trustee and TKE alumnus,
proposed to rebuild the TKE fraternity house at 313 Philadelphia,
the location of the original TKE
house. He challenged the TKEs
to raise $1.5 million for the anticipated upcoming capital campaign
with a commitment from the
College to rebuild the house and
replace the parking lot.

(continued from previous page)

“We’re building clinical devices and software
that help health professionals solve clinical and
workflow challenges,” he says. “In some ways,
that ties back to my Alma experience — delivering value and helping people solve problems at a
local level. It’s important in different ways, with
communities around the world facing critical
issues, such as aging populations and healthcare
financing in emerging economies.”
In 2008, Stephen and Susan donated four cardiac
defibrillators that are now stationed around the
Alma College campus. Cardiac defibrillators are
used to assist any individual whose heart is not
operating properly or has suddenly stopped, often as a result of shock, trauma or cardiac arrest.
The units are located in key areas where they
are readily available to assist anyone suffering a
health emergency.
Attending Alma as a student seemed a natural
thing for Meyer having literally grown up on
the campus. He majored in biology. Dick
Bowker, former professor of biology, was his
mentor and adviser.
“Those core, underlying values that you learn
at Alma have meaning,” says Meyer. “At Alma,

students matter; the college community supports
them while they learn and grow … opportunities
abound. Getting that breadth of experience at
Alma — that’s what the liberal arts are all about.
I was able to leverage my major in biology into a
career focused on the medical device business.”
As the incoming chair of the Board of Trustees,
Meyer looks forward to continuing to move the
College forward.
“I’m really excited about Alma College and
what Dr. Abernathy, his staff and the Board
are doing,” he says. “We are on a course for
growth. In my world, there is only one course:
growth. That’s important because societies and
economies are changing rapidly, and we need to
find our place as we develop the talents of our
students. The experiences and preparation Alma
provides can make a big difference as we’ve seen
with so many of our graduates.
“Alma needs to reach a little bit further than
we have in the past,” he says. “I get excited
because I recognize Alma’s impact on me and
on others I know. There’s so much potential for
increased recognition and enhanced appreciation for Alma College.”
— MIKE SILVERTHORN
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Scholarships support the
performing arts

“Alma was the time of our lives,”
says Kylie. “It gave us a third family. It was amazing how many of
our friends made trips to support
Kylie Friend Trepkowski ’96 knows Collin and me when Tom passed.
that every second counts. Her husOne came from overseas, and others
band, Tom Trepkowski ’97, whom
drove hours to be there for only
she met as an Alma College student, an hour or two—all because of the
passed away unexpectedly on Febru- person Tom was.”
ary 3, 2011.
Thanks to the financial support she
“Tom was larger than life,” she
and Tom received at Alma, Kylie
reflects. “He was generous, especially also knows that every dime counts.
with his time. He loved to hang out The Trepkowskis were in the prowith his family and friends, and he cess of establishing a scholarship for
loved being a dad. Before he passed, Alma students before Tom’s passing.
we were lucky that Collin was call- Kylie also decided to establish a secing us both by name.”
ond scholarship in his memory.
Though Kylie couldn’t have planned “It was important for me to honor
for tragedy, the Trepkowskis made Tom in this way,” she says. “I
sure to prepare for the future after
know if the roles were reversed, he
the birth of Collin, their 2-year-old would have done the same. While
son. They knew Alma had to be part I would’ve much rather established
of their plan.

the scholarships slowly over time
with him than quickly without him,
I am so glad to be able to give back
to Alma.”
The Thomas J. and Kylie E.
Trepkowski Endowed Scholarship
supports performing arts students
while the Thomas J. Trepkowski
’97 Memorial Scholarship aids students who are involved in instrumental music.
“We received a great education at
Alma,” says Kylie, a high school
French teacher. “I learned a lot about
who I was, and I think Tom felt the
same way. We wanted to help kids
like us, who love music but don’t
necessarily come from families who
have a lot of money.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

www.alma.edu
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A FRESH FACE
WHAT HE’S THINKING:
“We hope to play a very
aggressive defense with a
multiple offensive attack
that focuses on establishing the running game to
set up the pass.”

TAKING
THE
REINS
A new head football coach will
be pacing the sidelines at Bahlke
Field this fall. Greg Pscodna was
introduced as Alma’s new coach
in January.
“I am excited to be at Alma
College,” says Pscodna, who
replaces Jim Cole ’74, who
retired in January after 21
years as head coach. “Alma
is a great academic and
athletics institution, and I
look forward to producing
competitive student athletes
with the goal of winning
MIAA championships.”
Pscodna, former head coach
at Defiance College and an
assistant coach on national
26
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championship teams at
Grand Valley State University and Albion College,
joins the Scots after seven
years as athletic director
at Michigan Center High
School, including the past
four as head football coach.
“We hope to play a very
aggressive defense with a
multiple offensive attack
that focuses on establishing
the running game to set up
the pass,” says Pscodna. “I

WHAT HE’S SEEING:
“The players are excited.
We had about 55 kids in
spring practice, and we
hope to bring in 50 freshmen for a full squad of
about 100 players.”
WHAT MAKES US SMILE:
“We are terrifically excited about the breadth of experience and
success that Greg Pscodna brings to Alma College,” says President
Jeff Abernathy. “He is committed to developing young men of character even as he is committed to winning on the playing field.”

like to gamble on special
teams, so we hope to throw
in some fakes on punt and
kick formations.”
Pscodna introduced his
coaching philosophy to his
returning players during
early-morning practice sessions during the off-season.
“It takes a lot of dedication
to get up at 5:30 a.m. for
practice in a football frame
on mind,” he says. “The
players are excited. We had
about 55 kids in spring practice, and we hope to bring in
50 freshmen for a full squad
of about 100 players.”
Nate Jensen, former defensive coordinator and interim
head coach at Defiance
College, will serve as defen-

sive coordinator. Pscodna
will handle the offensive
coordinator duties. Former
coordinator John Leister
stepped down from coaching in January to focus on
his athletic director duties.
Pscodna spent seven years
at Defiance College (19962002) and successfully rebuilt the football program
as head coach. When he
arrived at Defiance the
dormant program had just
12 student athletes on the
squad. During his final
2002 campaign, the team
had 95 student athletes
on the roster. In 2001, the
team finished 8-3, won the
Heartland Conference and
qualified for the NCAA
Division III National Playoffs for the first time

(continued from previous page)

in the school’s 101 years of football. Pscodna was twice named Heartland Conference Coach of the Year (2000, 2001).
At Michigan Center, Pscodna led his 2010 team to a 9-0 record and a first conference
championship in 21 years. In addition, his 2009 team earned a playoff berth for the first
time in 19 years, and he was named AP Division 5-6 All State Football Coach.
Prior to Michigan Center, Pscodna was an assistant head coach/linebackers coach at
Grand Valley State University. During his time at Grand Valley, the school, under
head coach Brian Kelly, won the 2003 NCAA Division II Championship.
He spent two seasons as an assistant coach at Northern Michigan after six seasons
at Albion College (1990-1995). While with the MIAA Britons, Pscodna was defensive coordinator/secondary coach and was part of a staff that won the Division III
National Championship in 1994. His defensive squads were ranked in the top 20
nationally in five of his seasons at Albion, and the team won five MIAA titles during his tenure. He also was the football recruiting coordinator in his time at Albion.
His other coaching experience includes one year as defensive line coach for the Arena
Football League’s Cleveland Thunderbolts (1992) and as a graduate assistant at Michigan State University (1989-1990). He is a 1986 graduate of Adrian College.

GIVE
ME
AN
N E W I N FA L L 2 01 2
Alma College has added competitive cheer
to its athletics program. Michelle Sabourin,
hired in February, will develop the program
that will compete competitively for the first
time in 2012-13. Sabourin has spent the past
eight years with the Champion Cheerleading Camp, which sponsors annual summer
camps at Alma College.
The season will begin with sideline cheerleading for football and basketball and then
move into competitive cheer that will run
from January to April. The team is expected to compete in the National Cheerleading
Association (NCA), with the nationals being held in Daytona Beach.
Besides tournaments, the Scots’ first-ever
cheer team will compete against other
schools in the state, including Michigan
State Club, University of Michigan Club,
Grand Valley and Davenport.
“I am very excited about the unlimited possibilities of recruiting students to Alma College,” says Sabourin. “With the 13 summers
of having kids being introduced to Alma
College through cheer camps, and with the
wonderful support of the administration, I
believe we can start with a very strong program and put ourselves into a position of
placing very high in our competitions.”

To learn more about Coach Greg Pscodna and the Alma College football program please visit us
on the Web: www.alma.edu/athletics/football

www.alma.edu
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ALUMNI GREETINGS

UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS

Hire-A-Scot

Please visit http://events.alma.edu/ for additional campus events!

alumni survey
PCI has completed e-mail and postcard contacts
and will now move to the proofing and production phase for the alumni directory. These directories are planned to be completed and sent out in
early fall. Thank you for your assistance with this
project! Please contact the Alumni Relations Office
directly at any time to update your information.
We want you to stay connected and engaged with
your alma mater. Our number is 1-800-291-1312 or
alumnihouse@alma.edu .

Thank you!

+

June 2: Klenk Open at Alma
June 6: Thumb Area Strategic Plan Overview
June 7: Midland Area Strategic Plan Overview
June 14: Wine Tasting event at Alma
June 23: West Michigan Boat Cruise in Saugatuck
July 7: Men’s Basketball Alumni Golf Fundraiser
July 14: Cherry Festival Parade in Traverse City
July 16: Alumni and Admissions at the Loons in Midland
July 17: Alumni and Admissions at the Beach Bums in Traverse City
July 18: Alumni and Admissions at the Whitecaps in Grand Rapids
July 29: Football Alumni Golf Fundraiser
July 31: Indianapolis Picnic
August 2: Metro Detroit Picnic - Livonia
August 7: West Michigan picnic in Grand Rapids
August 9: Midland picnic
August 10: Volleyball Alumni Golf Fundraiser
August 15: Cheeseburger Festival picnic and parade in Caseville
August 22: Scots at the Tigers, Comerica Park in Detroit
October 5-7: Homecoming 2012 at Alma

=
homecoming 2012

Great
Scot!
OCTOBER 5 - 7
28
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H

ave you checked out the changes
on the Alma College alumni
Web site? We’ve streamlined the
content to help you find the things you
need, including pages on how to get
involved, services for alumni, referring
a student, hiring a Scot and keeping the
alumni office informed.
With this issue of Accents focusing on
“the person and the professional” aspect
of the newly adopted strategic plan,
I want to bring your attention to the
Hire-A-Scot portion of the Web site.
Many of us can remember the uncertainty of our last semester at Alma
College. What would the future hold?
While some had graduate school plans
or jobs laid out, it was still the unknown,
but we were confident our degree would
see us through. In today’s market, “just”
a degree isn’t enough to provide a sense
of security anymore.
We can’t totally change the factor of the
“unknown” beyond Alma, but we can
prepare our students for success by helping them get experience in their fields of
interest. Indeed, it is imperative that we
help in these efforts as a college community so that students are ready for the
world beyond Alma.

The ways to help are simple:
• Are you willing to share with a student
about your career path, field or organizations for which you have worked?
One great and easy way to make yourself accessible to students is through
the ACT (Alma Connecting Together)
group on Linkedin.com.
• Do you know of internships or jobs
within your organization or another
that you could pass on to the career
office? You can even post yourself
through the Symplicity Web site
link, https://alma-csm.symplicity.
com/employers.
• If you are in a hiring position within
your company, would you like to
come to campus to interview students
for internships or jobs? At any position, can you impact the hiring decisions by recommending Alma College
students or graduates?
• Do you know of friends, family members or colleagues who regularly have
internships or job openings that you
could share?

The career planning and alumni offices
have collaborated on several activities
over the past few years: Career Explo
(career fair at Homecoming), AlumniStudent Speed Interviewing, Summer
Camp and Internship Fair, and the Chicago In-City Interview Trip. We would
love to have you involved as we continue
working together on these efforts.
In today’s professional world it is critical
that students get experience far before
graduation. Knowing the caliber of students and the quality of the education
they receive at Alma, we hope you also
will campaign for Alma College hires at
your organizations.
Can you help in this process of sharing
information and helping to identify opportunities? Our students and graduates
thank you.

Lou

Lou Ecken ’95
Director of Alumni Engagement
alumnihouse@alma.edu
facebook.com/almacollegealumni
www.alma.edu/alumni
(989) 463-7245

• Are you interested in doing mock interviews with students either at your
workplace or at a campus event?

www.alma.edu
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1943 Donna Cappell ’43 will celebrate
ALUM N I BOA R D
President - Jeffrey Leestma ’78
Vice President - Dana (Grant) Catania ’95
Past President - Carolyn Schultz ’84
Secretary - Alisha (Majszak) Baker ’02
Chris Ahn ’98
Devon Anthony ’09
Brian Bartes ’87
Virginia (Cloutier) Blandford ’02
Bree Brownlee ’04
Robyn (Paige) Carr ’04
Thomas Davey ’07
Duffy Duncan ’72
Kay Ecken ’95
Louis Ferrand ’64
Barb (Loomis) Greer ’61
Dale Greer ’65
Lisa Knowles ’94
Bill McHenry ’83
Jan (Knapp) Merz ’75
Jenesha Penn ’04
Jesse Ramirez ’09
Krista (Schroeder) Ried ’94
Ryan Smith ’06
Gary Stano ’83
Troy Taylor ’84
Scott Timmreck ’02
Sheri Tulloch ’95
Dana Weston ’01
Elizabeth Wheat ’02
Julie Williams ’95

WEST MICHIGAN ROUNDTABLE
Chair - Larry Roslund ’70
Vice Chair and Chair Elect Brook Bisonet ’04
Secretary - Avis Groath ’08
Grand Rapids Events Director Chris Dawson ’99
Lakeshore Events Director - Paul Winter ’85
Kalamazoo Events Director Carolyn Schultz ’84
Admissions Director Maggie (Taylor) Lancaster ’96
ArtPrize Director - Megan Sloat ’03
Marketing Director - Dannielle (Poulson) Rizzo ’03
Picnic Director - Kyle Travis ’09

METRO DETROIT ROUNDTABLE
Co-Chairs - Chris Hunter ’92 and
Nancy Abney Duncan ’81
Board of Directors
Steven Wisinski ’97
Tony Catania ’94
Jeffrey K. Leestma ’78
Brian Bartes ’87
Todd A. Emerson ’89
Don Fullenwider ’65
Sybil Hunter ’92
Tom Macfarlane ’83
Kevin Main ’95
Brian Simmons ’85
Karen Wollenhaupt ’87
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90 years in June! She enjoys many cultural
events in Saginaw and keeps in touch with
Alma College through her family members
who also are alumni. • Graham Markes
’43 was married on June 17, 2006. Though
he will be 91 in January 2013, he and his
wife Joyce, love to travel. They have been
on six trips this year alone. They also enjoy
gardening and attending music concerts.

1954

Marilyn Gordon Drumm ’54
reports that she has three children, seven
grandchildren and two great-grandbabies.
In January, she heads for Naples, FL,
where she’ll stay until mid-April. • Frank
Williams ’54 and Cleo Williams ’56 report
that their fifth great-grandchild was born
in October. They moved from Florida to
Cincinnati last year. Frank will be 85 in
June. He and Cleo celebrated their 57th
anniversary in August.

1955 Judson Joyce ’55 welcomes all
e-mail from Alma friends: friendlyplayer@
yahoo.com. • Raymond Mayer ’55 and
Betty Mayer ’56 moved to Florida. They
plan to visit Michigan in the summer.

1960

Peter Pape ’60 retired from Dow
Corning in 2001. He is active as a chemistry/plastics consultant. He also recently
published two chapters on silane chemistry
in “Plastics Handbooks.” He and Diane
enjoy traveling. They have six children and
12 grandchildren to keep them busy.

1962 Jeri Lou Zettle Maus ’62 and
Mike Maus ’63 planned to go Costa Rica
in March 2012 with friends. In September
2012, they hope to return to Romania for
three months to volunteer and lead an
English-language congregation. Previously, they were there in 2010, and it was
wonderful. • Charles Mires ’62 and his wife
are very pleased with their granddaughter,
Sydney Beckwith, who graduated from
Alma College in 2011. She had an enjoyable and successful experience with the
women’s basketball team and now works
in Indianapolis, IN. Charles looks forward

ALUMNI NOTES
to seeing many “young” friends at his 50th
reunion this fall!

1965

Roger Kapp ’65 completed his
eighth mission trip to Ukraine, where
he and his wife worked with a church in
Dnipropetrovsk. He recently returned from
a tour of Egypt, Jordan and Israel with 30
members of their church. He met his son,
Bill, who was on a church sabbatical, in
Cairo. • Katherine Bogue Smith ’65 never
imagined she would live most of her adult
life in Alma, but she loves it. Since retiring
in 2002, she enjoys traveling with friends,
hiking in the national parks, and living close
to her daughters, Shannon ’92 and Katie, a
Wooster grad. Her four grandchildren are
her heart’s delight! “Special kudos to Dr. Jeff
Abernathy for the college-community connections that enrich all of our lives.”

Marian Horowitz, also will be teaching at
Ashesi University. Life is very good!” • Tom
Morrissett ’68 is enjoying retirement with
travel, golf, gardening and volunteering. •
Margaret Mueller Schwalm ’68 retired after
20 years as benefits assistant at Northern
Michigan University. She hopes to travel and
spend more time with her grandchildren. •
Marilyn Geissinger Sellers ’68 participated
on a committee that has developed a central
line injection reduction initiative in the
neonatal unit at Yale. The initiative has been
published and received a National Department of Health Award of Excellence.

1969 Don Lindley ’69 retired in September 2011 after 33 years with the Youth and
Family Services Bureau of Hayward, CA.

1970 Jaye Bauer ’70 and husband, John, 1974 Gary Dorrien ’74 published his
welcomed the arrival of their granddaughter, Cora Yelsin, from Seoul, South Korea,
in June 2011. Their only regret is that their
North Carolina home is so far from Cora’s
Philadelphia home. • Ron DeGroot ’70
reports that his first granddaughters were
born in March and August.

1971

Richard Thurston ’71 is the senior
vice president and general counsel of the
Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing
Company. He reports that son, Andrew,
married Grace Lim in January 2012 in
Chicago, where the newlyweds are doctors
at Northwestern Hospital.

14th book, Economy, Difference, Empire:
Social Ethics for Social Justice. The Reinhold Niebuhr Professor of Social Ethics at
Union Theological Seminary and Professor
of Religion at Columbia University has two
books forthcoming in 2012. • Jeff Keller ’74
and Sally Coleman Keller ’75 continue to
reside in Hastings. Jeff teaches high school
English and coaches football. Sally, who
teaches pre-school, is the director of the National Lecture Staff for the Gesell Institute
of Child Development in New Haven, CT.
“Our lives are filled with blessings, including our four grandchildren!” • Connie
Norpell Marshall ’74 sends greetings from
(continued on the following page)

1966 Charlotte Bates ’66 serves as the
chair of the Spiritual Oversight Committee
on the Board of Directors for the International Conference of Police Chaplains.
• Betty Turner DeReyes ’66 retired from
Grand Rapids Public Schools. She traveled
to St. Petersburg, Russia, for the christening
of granddaughter, Mariam Solome Reyes
Toidzes, who was born in 2004. • Jim Paris
’66 and wife, Frances, are staying busy with
sailing, biking, hiking and enjoying three
grandchildren. In the last two years, they
biked for two weeks in Tuscany and spent
two weeks in Peru with a four-day trek to
Machu Picchu. They live full time in Boyne
City. • Jim Snyders ’66 retired in Florida.
He still plays the drums.

1968

Richard Douglass ’68 was appointed to serve on the AARP-Michigan
Volunteer Executive Committee for a twoyear term, focusing on health care issues.
With the third Fulbright award he received
from the U.S. Department of State, he
will conduct research, complete a textbook
on health administration in Ghana, and
teach at Ashesi University this upcoming
semester. “I have one foot firmly planted in
Michigan, and the other foot just as firmly
planted in Africa. My wonderful partner,

ALUMNI BRIEFS

Elementary Science
Teacher of the Year
Ever since she was a young girl, Becky Durling
’02 knew she was destined to be a teacher.
The full-day kindergarten teacher at Discovery
Elementary in Williamston was recently awarded
the Elementary Science Teacher of the Year Award
from the Michigan Science Teachers Association.
Nominated by a colleague, she was notified in
November that she had been given the award for
her outstanding teaching practices.
“My teaching style is centered on creating a
classroom community in which my students feel
secure to take risks, to participate in a variety
of learning settings, to ask questions, to find
solutions, and to be creative,” explains Durling.
Durling says she is constantly impressed by the
knowledge of her students.
“We went on a field trip to the Exhibit Museum
of Natural History at the University of Michigan
after completing our three-month arts and

science integration projects about mastodons, mammoths and
dinosaurs,” she explains. “I was so impressed by how confidently my
students were answering questions posed by the museum docents;
how they were so willing to share their knowledge.”
Durling, who has a master’s degree from the University of Michigan,
continues to take courses during the summers. She also participates in
various professional development series through Ingham Intermediate
School District and Michigan State University.
“I believe my entire Alma experience enhanced my role as an educator,”
she says. “Placement in many different classrooms and educational
settings throughout the surrounding communities, service learning and
volunteering, participation in campus activities and groups, traveling
overseas, and building relationships with so many of my professors—all
of it was important in helping me become a teacher. I am so thankful for
the Alma experience.”
— ANGELA FLYNN ’12

www.alma.edu
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Utah. She is still involved in the ski industry,
working as the marketing director for Alta
Ski Area. Twins Audrey and Bradley are
college sophomores. Maxine is finishing her
master’s degree in English at the University
of Utah. • Gus Wuorinen ’74 and Constance
Wuorinen ’74 are working hard toward retirement! They enjoy time with their family,
including their five grandchildren.

1975

Carol Jones ’75 and husband, Jeff,
welcomed their fifth grandchild, Wells, at
Christmas 2011. • Bob Pettijohn ’75 has four
grandchildren with one more on the way.

1976 Andrea Deibel Muladore ’76
retired on Jan. 2, 2012, after 30 years as the
manager of social work and spiritual care
and employee assistance at the Mid-Michigan Medical Center-Midland. • Marcia
Ward Pufpaff ’76 retired in June after 33
years as a speech pathologist in schools. She
is now a long-term sub. Kevin Pufpaff ’76
continues to work as a parts office manager
at Rallye in Midland.

1977

Nick Springsteen ’77 and wife,
Cheryl, both still teach. Their daughter,
Anna ’05, is in Maine and son, Tom, is in
Washington, both doing great. He reports
that he still connects with Alma pals every
summer. • Nancy Brasington Tilmann
’77 opened up her own business in Weidman called The Blue Piano, where she sells
unique home decor and more.

1978

Joyce Mahan ’78 and husband,
David, are celebrating their 15th anniversary by going on a cruise to Alaska. Joyce is
still working for the State of Wisconsin in
utility law. This will be her 21st year with
the state, and David’s 18th with the University of Wisconsin-Extension.

1981 Deana Muto ’81 and Mark Muto
’82 were fortunate to spend two weeks in
summer 2010 in Indonesia at the home of
Doreen Biehle ’80. They had a fabulous time!

1983

Bob Lovejoy ’83 and wife, Cathy,
are happy to announce that their son, Rob,
and his University of North Carolina32
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Chapel Hill teammates are the NCAA
men’s soccer national champions. Rob was
a starting forward his sophomore season,
scoring a critical goal in the semifinal game.
He will lead the team offensively this year.

1984 Janet Wild ’84 and spouse,
Deb, adopted four children on Dec. 19,
2011: Enoc Alejandro, Elias Oscar, Daniel
Mackinaw and Esperanza Tru.

1985 Ed Hilton ’85 and Elise Graveline Hilton ’87 both changed jobs this past
year. Elise is now the media logistics coordinator for the Acton Institute, a Grand
Rapids-based think tank. Ed is a quality
manager for Grand Haven Stamping. They
have two kids in college and three in high
school!

1987

Jim Crawley ’87 continues to
work for ELS Educational Services. He
and his wife, Mary, have been married for
24 years. Their eldest son, Alex, is in his
fourth year of college, and their youngest
son, Andrew, is a senior in high school.
“Empty nesting is looming.” Jim, who is
once again the Sigma Chi chapter adviser,
says he enjoys working with this fine
group of men. • Cindy Stickley-Brewer ’87
retired as an attorney in Mt. Pleasant. Her
first novel, A Lethal Balance: Murder in the
Court, a mystery centering on the murder
of a United States Supreme Court justice,
was recently published. It is available online
at Amazon and Barnes & Noble.

1988 Rev. Charles “Chip” Hardwick
’88 was named Director of Theology,
Worship and Education for the General
Assembly Mission Council (GAMC). • Lisa
Cramer Laudan ’88 married John on Dec.
31, 2011, celebrating their nuptials with a
very traditional Catholic mass before ringing in the New Year with friends and family. Lisa’s family now includes two beautiful
daughters and three grandchildren. She
remains active in the Richmond, VA area’s
Gamma Phi Beta alumni group. She also
continues to work for Northrop Grumman
as a senior contracting officer.

1989

Brad Hubbell ’89 enjoys spending most of his free time at home with his
wife, Pam, 4-year-old daughter Maddie,
and 2 1/2-year-old son Nate when not
working for Dow Powerhouse Solar. Find
him on Facebook if you haven’t already.

1990

Christine Johnson ’90 is the
associate dean for research and graduate
studies and interim department head for
design, housing and merchandising at The
Ohio State University, where she also leads
the Faculty Scholars Program. She recently
received the University Service Award for
Faculty. • Sarah Vogel McCully ’90 finds
herself living in southern Wisconsin after
living in Michigan all of her life! Husband,
John, had a job opportunity that they
couldn’t pass up. They’re still homeschooling their eight kids. You can find her on
Facebook, or e-mail her at mjohnandsarah@gmail.com.

1991 Dawn Ingram ’91 received
her bachelor’s degree in December 2011
from Florida Gulf Coast University. She
changed majors from archaeology to art
with an emphasis in ceramics/pottery. •
Julia Boldt Swindle ’91 will spend the next
year working for the Center for Offshore
Safety (COS) in Houston, TX. Creation
of the COS was one of the recommendations made in the Presidential Commission
Report last year following the oil spill in the
Gulf of Mexico.

1992 Raf Berardinelli ’92 is quoted
in the new book, Creating Blockbusters,
written by Gene Del Vecchio, a long-time
entertainment professional. It centers
around the creation and marketing of media content for television and more.

1994 Lynn O’Rear Palko ’94 has one
boy named Charlie, who is 3.

1997

Kymberli Barrette-Wregglesworth ’97 was chosen as a James Madison
Memorial Foundation Fellow in 2011. The
Fellowship will allow her to complete a Master of American History and Government
degree from Ashland University in Ohio.

1998

Melanie McCarty Corneau ’98
and Chris Corneau ’99 announce the May
29, 2011 birth of Jack Matthew Corneau. He
is welcomed by big brother, Cole. • Jason
Squires ’98 and wife, Amy, just celebrated
son Henry’s first birthday. He is looking
forward to going to Kuwait next year.

2000

Aaron Kerr ’00 and Jennifer
Mayes Kerr ’00 announce the July 22 birth
of Sophia Elizabeth. She joins big sisters
Kayla, 7, Madeline, 5, and Savannah, 3. •
Katie McDougal ’00 and husband, Viraj
Mehta, announce the November 2011 birth
of their first child, Daphne Adelaide McDougal Mehta. • Ryan Webb ’00 and wife,
Julie, announce the Sept. 4 birth of their
son, Luke Stephen Webb. Two-year-old
Tyler is an excited big brother.

2001 Kelly Boeneman ’01 married
Patrick Gemmill of Bel Air, MD, on Oct.
8, 2011. Sara Bickler ’01 was the matron of
honor, and Nicole Brandoline ’01, Megan
(Thurber) Newman ’01, Bryan ’00 and Julie
(Tolles) Brunelle ’00, and Kathryn McDougal ’00 were in attendance. The couple lives
in Arlington, VA, just outside Washington,
D.C. • Michele Parkhill ’01 and husband,
Kevin, announce the July 2011 birth of their
first son, Brendan Padraig. • Beth Siewert
Purdy ’01 was happy to be back at Alma
College for the winter 2012 term. She taught
Bob Rozier’s painting classes while he was
on sabbatical. “What an honor to work
alongside the very faculty members who
inspired me to become a college professor.”

2002 Nikole Canute ’02 became a member of the law firm of Mika Meyers Beckett &
Jones PLC. • Andrew Oleszkowicz ’02 and
Mariah Oleszkowicz ’02 announce the March
9, 2011 birth of Emily Michele.

2003

Meredith Henry ’03 relocated
from Philadelphia to Chicago to join
McDonald’s Corporation as director of strategic change. • Chris Krebs ’03 and Sara
Ramirez Krebs ’05 announce the Sept. 26,
2011 birth of their son, Cody Christopher.

ALUMNI BRIEFS

Weir chosen to participate in
international teacher program
Crystal Weir ’05 recently traveled to
South Africa after being one of 24
teachers selected out of thousands to
participate in the Toyota International
Teacher Program.
Weir teaches seventh grade students
at East Hills Middle School in
Bloomfield Hills about developing
countries, specifically focusing on
sub-Saharan Africa and about the
Millennium Development Goals,
which were created by the United
Nations in 2000 to help developing
countries across the globe.
“I was ecstatic to find out that my
application had been chosen,” says
Weir. “I knew that my experiences
would impact my understanding of
South Africa’s progress and therefore
my students’ understanding.”
Her journey took her to various
places in South Africa, including
Johannesburg, Durban and Cape
Town. In those locations, Weir
learned about the historical context
of Apartheid, environmental
sustainability and empowerment of
people in poverty. She also was able
to work with local teachers in order
to submerse herself into a different
educational environment.

“During our stay in Cape Town,
we also were paired up with local
teachers,” she explains. “Through
our time together we discovered that
our countries share many of the same
struggles in education.”
Today, Weir uses the knowledge
she acquired from her experience to
further educate her students about
developing countries.
“In my classroom, my students are
using South Africa as a case study,”
she says. “While they are learning
about the Millennium Development
Goals, they are analyzing South
Africa’s progress toward these goals
using the videos and photos that I
took while I was on the trip.”
Weir’s Alma experience played a
major role in her passion for traveling
and teaching.
“The liberal arts education that I
received at Alma helped me to gain
an appreciation for learning across
disciplines, and at the same time
provided me the opportunity to figure
out where my real passions lie,” she
explains. “These passions are the
subjects that I teach.”
— ANGELA FLYNN

(continued on the following page)

www.alma.edu

33

THANKFULLY
WE HAVE A BEN.
Our interns survived giving us the
all-clear to come in and print on
mirrors, finger burns from hot-gluing
THOUSANDS of mustaches onto
sticks, finger poking as they attached
countless buttons to cards... But they
did it with enthusiasm, the occasional
raised eyebrow, and smiles. We couldn’t
have done this project without them!

Some students loved
them so much that
they collected them.

THE
RESULT:

A PHOTO ESSAY — AIMEE BENTLEY

What were these
mustaches on a stick?
Aside from a form of
intern torture — they
were another fun way to
get the word out about
the Stash Challenge!

THIS IS MY “I’M
UP TO NO GOOD
FOR A GOOD
CAUSE” FACE.
We started getting the word out
about the Stash Challenge by
screen printing Scotty ’staches
on the bathroom mirrors across
campus — both a fun and
somewhat smelly endeavor.

PAY IT
FORWARD >
BY GIVING
BACK <
34
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SCOTTY ’STACHES FOR THE MASSES!

Countless others showed us their Scotty ’stache on www.facebook.com/AlmaCollegeStashChallenge

SO WHAT DOES THE
ALMA FUND HELP
TO SUPPORT?

BUT WHAT EXACTLY ARE ALL
OF THESE MUSTACHES ABOUT?

Did you know that 33% of Alma donors give less than the cost of
a night out? HOW MUCH you give DOESN’T matter...what matters
is that you DO! That stash (eh! get it? ’stache/stash?) of change in
your desk drawer could be put to good use by the ALMA Fund! In
addition, the number of people who donate to Alma is important.
These numbers illustrate that our alumni and friends believe in
Alma and often factor into donation decisions made by major
foundations as well as annual college rankings.

We wanted to drive
those messages
home and had
some more fun by
creating a group of
collectible pins and
attaching them to
informational cards
that we placed
around campus.
The production of
these cards was no
small feat — there
were A LOT of them!

Which were promptly “borrowed”
and photos circulated throughout
social media.

To be honest, it’s easier to list the things
it DOESN’T help to support! We thought
we’d give some visual examples with the
assistance of some giant mustaches...

Even the
President’s House
was “stache
attacked!”

IT’S NOT TOO LATE
TO PARTICIPATE!

But it’s still important to know
that everything from our campus
security officers (and their trusty
golf cart) to internet access, campus
beautification, scholarships,
classroom technology, lab equipment,
Spring Term trips, maintenance... all
have benefitted from some form of
support from the ALMA Fund.

TELL THE BOARD TO GIVE US $10,000! The Stash Challenge officially ends on June 30th,
at which time the Board of Trustees will tally the number of donations and decide if we will be awarded
an additional $10,000 donation! Donations can be made at www.alma.edu/stash where alumni can
also download their own Scotty ’Stache Kit and post their own photos on the official facebook page.
www.alma.edu
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2004 Bree Erin Brownlee ’04 was

You’ve all seen the request for referrals in past Accents; we’d like to say
THANKS! for all of the incredible
students you have passed along to
us over the years. There is no better
way for the College to find the next
great Scot than from our proud
alumni – keep the referrals coming
by completing our online form:

promoted to account supervisor at advertising agency Leo Burnett Detroit in January.
She is now responsible for overseeing the
Finance and Insurance and Chevrolet Performance brands marketing and advertising
initiatives. • Lynsay Masters ’04 announces
the Jan. 18, 2012 birth of her son, Preston
James, who weighed 8 pounds and was 19
1/4 inches long. Lynsay resides in Orlando,
FL, where she earned her master’s degree.
She teaches fourth grade and works seasonally in entertainment at Walt Disney World.
• Kate Marshall Stacy ’04 and husband, Ben,
announce the July 31 birth of their daughter,
Lillyen Elizabeth Grace. She joins 2-year-old
brother, Ryan Jay. The couple married on
campus in 2008. Kate currently enjoys being
a stay-at-home mom and part-time massage
therapist. • Leighton Thomas ’04 will begin
pursuing a doctoral degree in educational
leadership and policy at Vanderbilt University this summer.

https://secure.alma.edu/
alumni/refer

2005 Kimberly Light ’05 completed a

know the next

GREAT SCOT?

By completing the online referral
form, you will notify the Admissions
Office of the prospective student and
your connection to them. Any referrals will receive information about
Alma College and get on our mailing list. Once they have completed
their junior year of high school, they
will also receive an application and
will have the application fee waived
because of you.
If the prospective student is the
child, grandchild or sibling of an
Alma College alumnus, he or she is
eligible for our Alumni Award —
for all four years.
If you would like materials about
Alma College to place in your
home, office, classroom, church,
favorite coffee house or to give to
that next great Scot, contact Jessie
DeHaan at dehaanjr@alma.edu or
1-800-321-ALMA. Thank you for
your support!
— Jessie DeHaan

Master of Science degree in environmental
science from the University of Michigan. •
Nicole Fisette Schreiber ’05 and Lee Schreiber announce the Jan. 24, 2012 birth of
their second child, daughter Kelsey Justine,
who weighed 7 pounds, 7 ounces and was
19 inches long. • Natalie Wiltse Smith ’05
and husband, Josh Smith, announce the
June 2, 2011 birth of twin boys, Connor
Michael and Carter Ryan, both weighing 5
pounds, 14 ounces. Big brother, Cayson, 3,
is super excited! Natalie is in her sixth year
teaching music at a Catholic school in East
Tawas. • Stephanie Druskinis Stephens
’05 and Joseph Stephens ’06 announce the
June 29, 2011 birth of their son, Brennan
Joseph. They reside in southwest Michigan where Stephanie teaches at Lakeshore
Public Schools, and Joe teaches at Coloma
Community Schools. • Kerri Witbeck ’05
and husband, Adam, happily announce the
Aug. 8, 2011 birth of their son, Colton Jeffrey. Big sister, Delaynee, is 3.

2006 Brad Boughner ’06 and Sol
Cortez Boughner ’06 welcomed a son,
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Diego Thomas, on Feb. 1, 2012. He weighed
7 pounds, 4 ounces and was 20 inches long.
His 2-year-old sister, Ana Isabel, welcomed
him home. Sol recently accepted a position as an attorney with the city of El Paso
after spending two years working in the
private sector. • Rosemary Dutka ’06 started
her master’s degree in computer science at
Michigan State University in August 2011.
She is employed as a head graduate teaching
assistant at MSU. • J. Gawel ’06 moved from
Houston to Dallas, where she teaches high
school art and ceramics. • Josh Morgan ’06
was named the executive producer of morning news at WPSD-TV in Paducah, KY.
Josh spent the last five years as the sports
producer at WLUK-TV in Green Bay, WI.

2007 Sarah Wasek Fullerton ’07 married Aaron Fullerton ’05 on Oct. 22, 2011.
The bridal party included Laura WasekThrom ’05, Tim Throm ’04, Kevin Beggs
’06, Elizabeth Nichols ’07, Erin Pettijohn
’07, Elsa Starmann ’07, Liz Faulk ’07
and Andi Whitmore ’07. • Aubrey Giese
’07 graduated with a Master of Physician Assistant Studies from the Oregon
Health and Science University Physician
Assistant Program on Aug. 13, 2011. She
married Kyle Bridges on Sept. 10, 2011,
and many Alma alumni were a part of the
celebration. Aubrey and Kyle traveled to
Cambodia for their honeymoon in September. Aubrey is now a certified physician assistant at OHSU Family Medicine
in Portland, OR, where she and Kyle have
lived for the past three years.

2008 Thomas McGuire ’08 and Ray
Foley ’08 recently traveled to the Detroit Tigers’ spring training camp in Lakeland, FL.
ALUMNI SECTION SUBMISSIONS
Alumni notes can be submitted online at:
www.alma.edu/alumni/notes
or by returning the postage paid envelope in this issue;
or by addressing Director of Alumni Engagement, Alumni
Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI
48801-1599.
Photos can be sent electronically to
silverthorn@alma.edu.

In memoriam

C E L E B R AT I N G T H E L I V E S O F O U R F R I E N DS

Lester J. Dankert ’36, of Midland, MI, died Feb.
27, 2012. After earning his Ph.D. in organic
chemistry from the University of Illinois, he
became a full-time employee with the Dow
Chemical Company, working in the patent
office until he retired in 1979. He was elected
to the Midland Board of Education in 1955.
During his 12 years of service, he had the
privilege of handing each of his four children
their high school diplomas. Mr. Dankert and
his wife, Betty, moved to Cape Coral, FL after
retirement where they joined a continuing care
community called Gulf Coast Village. They
enjoyed traveling, including trips to Alaska,
Hawaii, Scandinavia and France and cruising
through the Panama Canal. He is survived
by his children and many grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.
Douglas (Doug) Garrison ’39 of Kalamazoo,
MI, died on Feb. 16, 2012. He served in the U.S.
Army Air Corps as a gunnery instructor during
World War II. In 1942 he married Clara Jeanne
Polas. He was a long-time educator and was an
elementary principal in Bangor for many years.
He loved sports, coaching Little League for
many years. He is survived by his wife, children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Dorothy E. Allison-Kusisto ’41 of Buffalo Grove,
IL, died Feb. 8, 2012. She was a lifelong advocate
of education, and she both studied and taught
her entire life. She also was an athlete who
excelled in tennis, bowling, golf and baseball.
She volunteered with civic organizations and
tutoring programs in Stanford, CA. She was
a devoted caregiver for her own mother and a
mentor to her children for her values of honesty
and humor. Dorothy is survived by her husband,
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren
Robert F. Dickinson ’42 of Lincoln, MI,
passed away on Nov. 29, 2011. He served in
the Navy during WWII and went on to earn
his MBA from the University of Michigan.

After employment at GMC and Ford Motor
Company, he owned a Gambles store in Saline.
After his first retirement in 1973 he moved to
Lost Lake Woods (Lincoln) and taught business classes at Alpena Community College.
ACC awarded him professor emeritus upon his
retirement from teaching. He is survived by his
children and grandchildren.
Blanche D. (Bahlke) Maxwell ’42 of Dearborn,
MI, died Feb. 23, 2012. She included Alma
College in her estate plans. She is survived by
her sons and grandchildren.
Anne (Wacker) Spendlove, B.A. ’42 of Ann
Arbor, MI, died Feb. 10, 2012. While at Alma,
she met Herbert W. (Herb) Spendlove, whom
she married in 1943. They enjoyed 52 years of
marriage. While Herb served in the Army Air
Corps in England during WWII, Anne taught
elementary school in Dearborn. After the war,
the couple returned to Saginaw, where she
devoted her time to raising the couple’s two
children and community service. She is survived by her son, and daughter and son-in-law
Caro ’70 and Kurt ’69 Mabbitt of Spring Lake.
Also surviving are her five grandchildren,
including Robert Mabbitt ’98 of Flint and Anne
Mabbitt ’02 of Grand Rapids.
Mr. Robert “Bob” V. Burke Sr. ’44 of The
Woodlands, TX, formerly of Alma, died
Dec. 11, 2011. After attending Alma College,
he began a 43-year career in the petroleum
industry, first with Mid-West Refinery then
Leonard Refinery, which became Total
Petroleum. He was head chemist and later
head salesman at Leonard/Total, retiring in
1984. Involved in many community organizations, he was an active member and past
president of the Lions Club of Alma, member
of St. Mary’s Catholic Church of Alma and
longtime member of the Pine River Country
Club. Mr. Burke is survived by his wife, two
children and many grandchildren.

Margery (Tryon) Henninger ’45 of Greenville,
OH, died Dec. 17, 2011. After attending Alma
College, she continued her education at Edison
State in Piqua. She retired from the Darke
County Employment Office in 1982 and from
Corning Glass in 1992. She also was employed
at the Darke County Council Rural Services
and was a volunteer for State of the Heart
Hospice. She is survived by four sons, five
daughters, and many grandchildren.
Abraham “Abe” Zaleznik ’45, the Konosuke
Matsushita Professor of Leadership Emeritus
at the Harvard Business School, died Nov. 28,
2011 in Boston, MA, A native of Philadelphia,
he began his college education by first enrolling in the University of Pennsylvania. With the
U.S. embroiled in World War II, he enlisted
in the U.S. Navy in 1942 and was sent to the
V-12 program at Alma College for further
training. The Harvard Business School’s notice
of his death included mention of an article
in the Boston Globe’s Sunday magazine that
described Dr. Zaleznik as one who “teaches
students to look beyond profit margins and into
what makes people tick.” The story continued
to describe him as “a trim, soft-spoken man,
impeccably dressed.” Beyond the MBA curriculum, he also developed an outstanding doctoral
program for those who wanted to follow his
lead in analyzing businesses and businesspeople. He was awarded his MBA with distinction,
along with his doctorate in commercial science
from Harvard Business School. In recognition of his 43 years on the faculty, the Harvard
Business School Alumni Association awarded
him the Distinguished Service Award in 1996.
During his career at the Harvard Business
School, he authored or co-authored 16 books
and numerous articles. Professor Zaleznik
engaged in consulting work on organizational
planning, succession and conflict resolution in
organizations. Since 1970, he served on many
corporate boards. He and his wife of 64 years

www.alma.edu
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had a daughter, a son and five grandchildren.
In 1992, Alma College conferred upon him the
honorary degree Doctor of Letters.
Keats Wood ’47 of Vestaburg died March 3,
2012. His career in education focused on both
teaching and coaching. He was instrumental in
starting and coaching Vestaburg’s first football
team, and the athletic field has been named in
his honor. Throughout the 1950s and 1960s,
he taught social studies, government, history
and economics at Vestaburg High School and
coached four sports. His football and track teams
were extremely competitive. He also served
as athletic director and school bus driver. He
later served as a principal at Montabella Middle
School in Blanchard and then returned as principal at Vestaburg Middle and High School from
1969 to 1970. From 1970 to 1985 he served as
superintendent for the Vestaburg School System.
He is survived by his wife, three children, two
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
Donna (Campbell) Davis ’49 of Naples, FL,
died Nov. 24, 2011. A member of Kappa Iota
sorority while at Alma, she did her graduate study at the University of Michigan. She
was active in the Presbyterian Church and the
American Cancer Society. She is survived by
two daughters and several grandchildren. Her
husband, Dr. William Davis ’49, passed away
on January 8, 2012.
Dr. William Davis ’49 of Naples, FL, died Jan. 8,
2012. He met his lifelong love of 62 years, Donna
Campbell Davis while at Alma, and later attended the University of Michigan Medical School.
He worked in Camden for six months of general
practice while waiting for his commission in the
U.S. Army Medical Corps. After operating his
practice in Hillsdale for 15 years, he moved to
Naples, FL in 1971 where he practiced family
medicine at the Naples Medical Center until
his retirement. After his retirement he worked
on staff as medical director for Heritage and
Aristocrat Nursing Homes for 10 years. Dr.
Davis was an avid bromeliad and orchid enthusiast and an active genealogy researcher. He was
a member and past president of the Hillsdale
County Medical Society, past Chief of Staff
at Hillsdale Community HC, member of the
NCH staff, member of the AMA and AAP, and
the American Board of Family Practice. He is
survived by two daughters and several grandchildren. His wife, Donna Campbell Davis ’49,
passed away on November 24, 2011.
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Dr. James E. Malcolm ’49 of Sarasota, FL, died
Jan. 31, 2012. After graduating from Alma
College, Dr. Malcolm continued his education
at Indiana University and earned his D.D.S.
Practicing dentistry in Three Rivers for 33
years, he was active in the First Presbyterian
Church, a Boy Scout leader and other community groups. He and his wife Ann were
Scottish Country Dancers and International
Folk Dancers. He was a volunteer woodcarver
at Ringling Circus Museum for over 25 years
and was devoted to his family and friends. Dr.
Malcolm was the son of Rev. William Malcolm
who suggested the Alma College Kiltie
Marching Band assume its Scottish identity. He
is survived by his wife, four children, 11 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
CDR Bruce W. Brown (Ret USN) ’50 of South
Daytona, FL, died Nov. 25, 2011. During his
time as a student at Alma, he lettered in track,
basketball and baseball. After graduating,
he taught at Port Huron Township Jr. High
School and coached at Port Huron Jr. College.
He rejoined the Navy, got his wings and had
a career as a U.S. Naval Aviator. He retired
after 30 years of active duty, having served
during World War II, the Korean Conflict
and the Vietnam War. He earned his master’s
degree in education from Boston University.
He taught at Embry Riddle Aeronautical
University in Daytona Beach, FL, and later at
Aviation Ground School in Atlanta, GA. CDR
Brown was a lifetime member of the Masons,
Elks, American Legion and the VFW. He is
survived by his wife, a sister, a son and two
daughters including Joyce Brown Essex ’72,
and two grandchildren.
William “Bill” Barber ’51 passed away on
Dec. 15, 2011 in Pickford, MI. After attending
Alma College for two years he joined the U.S.
Army and served in Korea. Upon completion
of his bachelor’s degree at MSU, where he also
earned a D.V.M., he then moved to Pickford and
opened his veterinary clinic in 1958. Retiring in
1990 from the clinic, he was an active community member and belonged to several service and
community organizations through the years in
and around the Pickford area. He is survived by
his wife, two children and four grandchildren.
Thomas J. Becker ’54 of Marion, OH, died Sept.
8, 2011. He was the former owner and manager
of The Professional Building in Kenton, business manager at Kenton Hospital, and taught
mathematics at the University of Findlay,

Tiffin University, Lima Central High School
and Lima North Junior High. He is survived
by his wife, five children, five grandchildren
and four great-grandchildren.
Charles D. “Chuck” Collins ’54 of Traverse
City, MI, died June 2, 2011. He served in
WWII in the Army in the 10th Mountain
Division and as a tank commander. For
40 years he worked for Radio Distributing
Company in Taylor, then moved to Traverse
City after retirement. He is survived by his
wife, three children and nine grandchildren.
Ruth J. (Kinkema) Brown ’61 of Coldwater, MI
died Nov. 22, 2011. During her time at Alma
College, she served as the president of her
sorority, Kappa Iota. Her teaching career began
in the Spring Lake and Wyoming school systems before taking time out to raise her family.
In 1987 she returned to work as a kindergarten
teacher, retiring in 1999. She was an active
volunteer in the Community Health Center
Cancer Unit and at the Free Health Clinic
run by the First Presbyterian Church. She is
survived by her husband, three children, five
grandchildren, and two siblings.
William C. Polderman ’71 of Manistee, MI, died
Jan. 3, 2012. He retired from the United States
Postal Service. He is survived by many cousins.
Peter E. McDonough ’71 of Three Rivers, MI,
died Jan. 30, 2012. He was formerly employed
in sales for the Johnson Corp. before moving to
Texas and working for Tusing and Associates.
Upon moving back to Three Rivers he began
Emerald Appraisal Group, which he owned
and operated for many years. He and his
wife, Cherie, were members of St. Augustine
Cathedral Parish, where he was involved with
the Knights of Columbus. He spent time as a
Little League baseball and soccer coach and as
a soccer referee. He is survived by his wife, two
children and two grandchildren.
Kristine (Dentino) DeLee ’97 of Granger, IN,
died Feb. 7, 2012. For the past seven years she
was a first-grade teacher for Coquillard Primary
Center. In 2005, she married Matt DeLee in the
First Presbyterian Church of Mishawaka. She
loved to travel, having been to Japan, Mexico
and Australia. Among her survivors are her husband, parents, two sisters and her parents-in-law.
Suzanne V. Haskew of Milford, MI, and friend
of Alma College, passed away Feb. 11, 2012
in Ann Arbor, MI She was a member of the

Milford Presbyterian Church. She is survived
by her husband, three children, two step-children and many grandchildren.
Donald S. “Don” McNab of Prescott, AZ, and
friend of Alma College, died Feb. 19, 2012
in Prescott. He included Alma College in his
estate plans. Among his survivors are his wife,
Shirley, and daughter, Joan Benson ’73.
Robert “Bob” Money of Sault Ste. Marie, MI,
and friend of Alma College, died Dec. 13, 2011.
Mr. Money taught history at Alma College from
1962-64, and presented many papers through the
years at the Michigan Academy of Science, Arts
and Letters. He also taught at Michigan State
University and Lake Superior State University,
where he received the Distinguished Teacher
Award. Mr. Money was a long-time trustee of
the Historical Society of Michigan. In 2008, he
won the Charles Follo Award, which recognized his major contribution to preserving and
advancing Upper Peninsula history. For more
than 30 years he served on the church session
and was Moderator of the Presbytery twice. He

also delivered hundreds of sermons all over the
northern Lower Peninsula and in the Upper
Peninsula. Because of his eloquent speaking ability, Mr. Money was selected to deliver an address
at the Cleveland meeting of the Synod of the
Covenant, one of the few laypersons to receive
this honor. Among his survivors are his wife of
47 years, Margaret ’64, who he married in 1964
at Alma College, a son Thomas Money, and
daughter Elizabeth Money ’94.
Marion Alma Parker of Midland, MI, and
friend of Alma College, died March 20, 2012.
Born in a sod house in the drylands of southeastern Colorado, she soon moved to Texas
and considered herself a Texan throughout
her life. She worked as a comptometer operator for Cadillac Motor Car Company. In 1938,
she married Norman L. Parker, who predeceased her in 1987. Marion and Norman both
obtained their small aircraft pilot’s licenses
in 1940. She was an active member of the
Detroit Women’s City Club, the Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR), the Detroit
Historical Society and the Detroit Yacht Club.

She also was a city councilwoman and mayor
of Lexington, MI She is survived by daughter Sharon Ann ’63 and Charles E. (Ted) ’63
Skinner; grandchildren Elaine K. Rapanos,
Michael ’90 and Amy Skinner, and Caroline
Martin ’92; and nine great-grandchildren.
Eldrid “Ellie” Reed of Shepherd, MI, died Feb.
12, 2012. She was a friend and employee of
Alma College for over 20 years. After retiring
in 1996, she enjoyed camping and spending
time with her husband at Lake Arrowhead in
Gaylord. She is survived by her husband John,
three children and six grandchildren.
Ruth “Maryette” Thomas of Arlington Heights,
IL, formerly of Muskegon and friend of Alma
College, died Jan. 23, 2012. Mrs. Thomas was
a member of the First Presbyterian Church
in Muskegon and an avid reader. She enjoyed
spending time with her family. She is survived
by her daughter, two grandchildren and her
two great-grandchildren. Memorials are designated to the Susan Lee Thomas Memorial
Scholarship Fund at Alma College.
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Alma Accents and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days.
Please use this form to send your news about promotions, honors, appointments,
graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old
Alma College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos. If you would like former classmates to contact you, include your contact information. The content of Alumni News is the responsibility of the editor.
Name: ____________________________________________ Class Year: _________ Maiden Name: ____________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________ Telephone: _______________________

City: ____________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ E-mail: __________________________
Please include my: ___ Address

___ Phone

___E-mail

Alumni notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________		
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Return to: Director of Alumni Engagement, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599

Alumni notes can also be submitted online at <www.alma.edu/alumni/notes>

www.alma.edu
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614 W. Superior St.
Alma, MI 48801-1599
(989) 463-7111
published for alumni, parents
and friends of alma college.
please recycle accents and pass
it on to a prospective student.
change service requested

ALMA
FUND
EVERY
GIFT
2012
HELPS
EVERY GIFT
COUNTS

3,000
GOAL ALUMNI
PARTICIPATION

<<

2,099
CURRENT
ALUMNI
PARTICIPATION

21%

INTERESTED IN HELPING?
Your gift can be made one
of three easy ways:

3,253

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR
ALUMNI AND FRIENDS WHO HAVE
ALREADY MADE A GIFT!

• 1-800-291-1312, ext. 1
• www.alma.edu/donate
• using the enclosed postpaid envelope

CURRENT: $635,532
GOAL: $1,050,000

