accents
Alma College Alumni Magazine

Music at Alma:
Bursting at the seams
Also inside: meet Dr. Jeff Abernathy

News and Events for Spring 2010

accents
Spring 2010
e di t o r
Mike Silverthorn
de s i g n e r s
Beth Pellerito
Aimee Bentley
ph o t o g r a ph e r
Skip Traynor
pr i n t i n g
Millbrook Printing
c o n t r i bu t o r s
Ellen Doepke
Bob Garcia
Carol Hyble ’78
Susan Heimburger
Brent Neubecker ’95
Carolyn Schutz ’84
a l u m n i n o t e s co m pi l ed by
Sydney Morris ’10

best wishes
Board of Trustees Chair Candace Dugan expresses her gratitude for President
Tracy’s leadership while 2010 Commencement speaker Diego del Corral and
Provost Michael Selmon look on.

on the cover:

The Alma Symphony Orchestra, observing its 50th anniversary season in 2009-10,
performs with the Alma Choirs in the annual Spring Masterworks Concert.

bo a rd o f t r u s tees
Candace Croucher Dugan, Chair
Ron R. Sexton ’68, Vice Chair
Larry R. Andrus ’72, Secretary
Bruce T. Alton
Sarah Sarchet Butter ’88
C. David Campbell ’75
David K. Chapoton ’57
James C. Conboy Jr.
Gary W. Fenchuk ’68
John C. Foster ’67
Nancy E. Gallagher ’80
Glenn D. Granger ’83
Greg Hatcher ’83
Richard P. Heuschele ’59
Kevin R. Johnson
David P. Larsen ’84
David F. Lau
Donald A. Lindow
John McCormack
Thomas J. McDowell
James T. McIntyre ’69
Stephen F. Meyer ’80
Roger L. Myers
Antje Newhagen ’67
Marcia J. Nunn ’73
David T. Provost ’76
D. Michael Sherman ’74
Lynne Sherwood

features
5

		

9

		

13

Will Nichols: It’s all about the students
At a time when Alma’s music programs are growing, the Eddy Music
Center is receiving a structural facelift, and performance groups shine both
on- and off-campus, Will Nichols remains a constant campus presence.

Lucky 13 — Jeff Abernathy assumes the presidency
Alma’s new president calls it good fortune that he is arriving on campus
at an important time in the College’s nearly 125-year history. “I can’t
imagine a better match for my values,” he says.
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Alma’s enduring emphasis on leadership development dates back to
the College’s founding fathers, best illustrated by the contributions of
Ambrose Wight.
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Alma College’s mission is to prepare graduates who think critically,
serve generously, lead purposefully and live responsibly as stewards
of the world they bequeath to future generations.
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Celebrating transitions
Carol Furrow Hyble ’78
Vice President for Advancement

It is an exciting time at Alma College.
After nine years as Alma’s 12th president, Dr.
Saundra Tracy is looking forward to retirement. The list of accomplishments during her
tenure is extensive, and her work ethic and
care for Alma College mark a period of great
campus momentum.
Throughout this year, we have celebrated Dr.
Tracy’s presidency at numerous events and
expressed appreciation for her contributions. In
April, faculty and staff surprised her by designating a new campus Christmas tree to be planted
along Superior Street in recognition of her leadership. In May, a new campus sculpture in front
of the Hogan Center was named in her honor.
Saundra and Doug have hosted scores of alumni
and donors in the President’s House, and Saundra has attended many alumni and donor events
in Michigan and around the country. We thank
them and wish them a fulfilling retirement.
Transitions have a way of providing new opportunities for growth and perspective that serve
to renew and strengthen an organization. The
transition to our 13th president, Dr. Jeff Abernathy, has been in process since the announcement of his appointment in early February. Since
then, Board of Trustees Chair Candace Croucher
Dugan, President Tracy and Dr. Abernathy have
worked together to ensure a seamless transition
to keep Alma College moving forward.
Dr. Abernathy brings energy, enthusiasm and
a great commitment to the liberal arts and the
core values of engaged learning, student-centered
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education and stewardship. We welcome Jeff, his
wife Rebecca, and children Rohan and Maren to
the Alma community. Please take a few moments
to read his profile in this issue of Accents.
The Advancement staff has scheduled a series
of events on campus and around the country to
introduce Dr. Abernathy to Alma alumni and
friends. Please join us to welcome him at a campus event or when we come to your community.
This transition reminds me that in 124 years
Alma has had just 12 presidents. That in itself
is amazing. It also makes me realize that we all
need to be thoughtful about our role in this next
chapter. Each graduate, student, faculty and
staff member shares the responsibility for making each transition a positive one. As alumni, we
need to continue communicating those things
that make Alma College this incredible place
that we feel so fortunate to have experienced as
students. Share your history, the successes and
the meaningful moments that changed your life
— your story.
Please know that we value your engagement and
increased involvement in the life of the campus.
As partners in the work of this incredible institution, we share a collective belief in Alma College
and what we are able to accomplish together. As
graduates, you know that an Alma education
transforms individual students into people ready
to take their place in the world. Continue to celebrate the Alma experience as we transition into
an exciting new period of our history.

Dr. Will Nichols

A

t a time when Alma’s music programs are growing, the Eddy Music Center receives a structural
facelift, and performance groups shine both onand off-campus, Will Nichols remains a constant campus presence. For 27 years, he has directed the Choirs,
impacting more than 1,000 students who have lent their
voices to musical performance. He remains as excited
— and committed — as ever in making the Alma College
Choirs one of the largest and most highly respected collegiate choral programs in the nation.

www.alma.edu
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“I went to Alma College intending to
become a band director, but after
It’s all about the students

When Will Nichols joined the Alma music faculty in 1983, there were 50 students
involved in choir. Twenty-seven years later,
the choir program has grown to accommodate
more than 150 singers, with overseas concert
tours, CDs and outreach to alumni, schools
and churches.
The program, in fact, consists of three choirs
— a division that allows for many students to
participate, with each choir serving a different
student constituency. First-year women sing in
the Glee Club, while the 70-member College
Chorale, with a commitment of three hours per
week, allows busy students to maintain their
interest in singing.
The Alma Choir, which primarily enrolls
juniors and seniors, requires the largest commitment of time from the students —six hours
per week in rehearsal plus weekends and
school holidays on tour.
“The division of choirs — that’s what other
schools our size don’t have,” says Nichols.
“We do not allow freshmen in the Alma
Choir, even though there are always some very
talented first-year students — I just think the
time commitment required by the Alma Choir
is too much for freshmen who are adapting to
College life.”
More than 1,000 students have sung in the
choirs under Nichols’ direction in his 27 years
at Alma.
“These are the brightest and nicest and easiest
kids to get along with of any students you
can imagine,” says Nichols. “In 27 years, no
one has ever spoken rudely to me. No one has
not participated. I credit that to the kind of
student who comes to Alma and the kind of
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the first semester of my freshman
year I was accompanying the men’s
Glee Club, singing in the women’s
Glee Club and Alma Choir and
taking private voice lessons. I was
hooked! By the end of my first year I
had decided that choir was definitely for me. I continued my studies as an instrumentalist as well,
but nothing made me feel the way
singing did. Dr. Nichols gave me the
opportunity to guest conduct a glee
piece my junior year, ‘Go ‘Way From

student who likes music. That’s not to say all is
rosy at every rehearsal — the kids will tell you
I can get cranky.
“However, students generally are here for
four years, which allows me time to really get
to know them,” he says. “I spend hours with
them in class and on the bus. One of the reasons I like teaching choir so much is because I
like the students so much.”
Fun times include “rookie talent,” when firstyear members are required to entertain the
upperclass students on the bus during tours.
“They tell jokes, sing or do tricks; everybody
has to do it,” laughs Nichols. “We’ve seen
some hilarious things, and some gross things.
But it’s always a treat.”
Nichols is often amazed at the transformation
of his students during their four years at Alma.

cial that concert was to my educa-

“At commencement, when the Choir sings
‘Loch Lomond,’ and I see all the senior choir
members in their caps and gowns, and remember them as freshmen — that’s always an
emotional time for me.”

tion. Will

Choir visibility: Overseas tours, CDs, grand
concerts in Heritage

My Window.’ That was over 15 years
ago, and I still remember how spe-

always believed

in me, always told me I
was going to be a fine
teacher, even when I
didn’t believe it.”
—Sheri Tullock ’95
Choral Conductor
Grand Ledge High School

When Nichols first joined the faculty, he was
hesitant about scheduling performance tours
outside of the United States.
“Older alumni will know that the Choir under
Dr. Sullivan toured overseas in the 1950s and
’60s,” he says. “When I started in 1983, I was
leery of doing that; I was worried about things
going wrong. It took me about 15 years to get
up the nerve.”
Spring Term tours overseas are now a tradition. The Choir tours Scotland every fourth
year — in 1998, 2002, 2006 and 2010. It toured

Photos, left to right: Waiting for the Scots on the Rocks to sing the national anthem for the Pistons;
with Jillian Gettels ’06 on the 2006 Choir tour; and with singers in a Polish pasture in 2004

“Choir was the most meaningful
and memorable part of my career
Belgium and France in 2000, Poland and the
Czech Republic in 2004 and Italy in 2008. A
tour to South America is being planned for
2012.

at Alma. It provided a tremendous

Tony Patterson: Accompanist extraordinaire

opportunity for me to grow as a

“Every single trip has been fabulous,” he says.
“It is such fun to watch these kids as they walk
into a great cathedral for the first time, or
strike up a friendship with someone from an
Italian or Scottish choir.”

was so gracious to me and was

Since 1995, Tony Patterson has served as the
accompanist to the Alma College Choirs, and
his contributions are a major factor in the
growth, popularity and quality of the performances, according to Nichols.

In addition, the Choir typically tours within
the United States during winter breaks,
often performing in schools and churches.
The Choir also has had opportunities to sing
four times at the Michigan Music Educators
Conference and three times at the American
Choral Directors Conference.

person and musician. Dr. Nichols
instrumental in me coming to Alma.

In fact, he met me at the
door of the music building to welcome me to
Alma, making me feel
like he wanted me there
as much as I wanted to
be there. I will never forget

“Tony can play absolutely anything – any style,
any key, any tempo,” says Nichols. “He frees
us from limitations in our concerts. We still
perform a cappella 80 percent of the time. But
Tony is so versatile; he can play the standard
classical and baroque works, but also light up
the gospel and spiritual music. He makes the
rehearsal process efficient.

On campus, the Festival of Carols in December and the Masterworks Concert with
the Alma Symphony Orchestra in the spring
are annual showcases of musical talent and
entertainment.

that. I was there to study in the

him was by far the most meaning-

“Some of our concerts, the Festival of Carols
especially, involve a good deal of coming and
going — moving the singers from one spot on
stage to another — and Tony covers this beautifully,” says Nichols. “I’ll just ask him to play
a little traveling music, and Tony will make up
the most fabulous thing you’ve ever heard, and
when the last student arrives at her appointed
spot, Tony just winds it down and ends up in
the right key for the next song. It’s amazing!”

“The Remick Heritage Center, which opened
in 1993, has given us a wonderful spot to do
these grand concerts,” he says. “We had done
Christmas concerts in the Chapel, but we
were restricted by space and lighting. The
Heritage Center provides the stage space to
spread out and the professionals to help with
lighting and color.

ful I had with any professor, and it

Alumni stay friends of the Choir

continues to be strong today. I have

The Choir has many friends, such as Gene
Teeter whose donations have made it possible
for the Choir to travel and perform during
winter breaks.

“At the end of the year we have performed
a masterworks concert with the ASO since
1993,” he says. “We have done almost every
great work people can think of. That has been
a terrific academic and music opportunity for
our students — it’s a great thing for students to
get to wrestle a bit with Beethoven or Bach.”

access to the same amazing, life-

“We will continue to do the tours as long as the
students want to do them and as long as there
are safe places in the world to visit,” he says.

EHS program and play football as
well, but the friendship I had with

recommended Alma and the choir
program to many young singers in
my area, knowing that Dr. Nichols is
there is knowing that they will have
changing experience I had.”
—Matt Robertson ’98
Music Theatre Singer

There also are alumni — such as Dale and
Barb Greer — who travel along with the
Choir and attend nearly all the concerts, even
in states besides Michigan.
“Dale and Barb are an alumni couple — students who met in the Choir,” says Nichols. “I’m
always tickled when that happens. We probably
have a dozen choir alumni couples now.”

Photos, left to right: Tony among the roses; on the green at St. Andrew’s 2006; and imitating Tony’s goatee
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The Eddy Music Building gets a facelift
The Eddy Music Center construction project will provide additional practice rooms,
office space and storage solutions for Alma’s
instrumental programs. Choir students, who
will continue to rehearse every day in the
Chapel, will benefit from the Eddy expansion in less obvious ways.
“Clearly, our music programs are too big
for Eddy,” says Nichols. “As wonderful as
it is, Eddy is too small for the number of
students who need to use it every day. Just
look at the students practicing in the halls.
This new construction is a grand start in
the right direction.”
The building project is more than an enhancement for the music program, suggests Nichols.

“Everyone understands that Alma is a liberal arts college,” he says. “That’s absolutely
clear when you consider how music impacts
students from all across the curriculum.
“Of the 52 students in the Alma Choir this
year, only six are music majors,” he says.
“The remaining 46 are majoring in something else — chemistry, psychology, education, business administration, or religious
studies. And the same is true of the Kiltie
Band and Alma Symphony Orchestra; they
are filled with non-majors. So, when the
College builds more space for music, we’re
not doing it only for music majors — we are
doing it for our liberal arts students.”

Construction for enhancements
to the Eddy Music Center kicked
off with a May 7 groundbreaking ceremony. Renovations to
the 10,000-square foot building
will result in larger studios and
rehearsal space so that ensembles
can practice more comfortably.
In September, work is scheduled
to begin on a 5,000-square-foot
addition that will contain practice
rooms, a new recording studio,
faculty offices, instrument storage
space and front lobby. The project
is being funded by a combination
of gifts and the sale of tax-exempt
bonds, with a $1.8 million fundraising goal. “We are counting
on the assistance of our alumni,
friends and community to help us
reach our goal,” says Carol Hyble,
vice president for advancement.
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Lucky 13
Jeff Abernathy assumes the presidency at an important
moment in Alma College history.
During his occasional visits to campus back in the early years of
the new millennium, the late Robert Swanson, in good humor,
would often greet Saundra Tracy as “No. 12.”
Dr. Tracy would return the favor by greeting him as “No. 9.”
On July 1, 2010, “No. 13” will enter the president’s office in the
Reid-Knox Administration Building.
Jeff Abernathy, Alma’s 13th president, calls it good fortune that
he is arriving on campus at this time in the College’s history.
“Alma has had a great run and accomplished so much under
the leadership of Saundra Tracy,” says Abernathy. “I look forward to joining our excellent faculty and staff, who have made
Alma what it is today, and I am eager to get to know alumni
and all who love Alma. Together we will build a vision for
Alma’s next 125 years.”
Abernathy anticipates initiating a master plan process to assess
the physical growth of the campus, while at the same time
launching a strategic planning process. In addition, an extensive
outreach schedule is being planned to introduce him to alumni
and friends in Michigan and throughout the nation during his
first year at Alma.
He hopes to teach an occasional class within his academic specialty of African American literature and the southern novel.
Both he and his wife, Rebecca Wee, are authors of books.
“Rebecca and I are so excited to be coming to Alma. We love
the campus and the community, and we look forward to introducing our children to Alma,” he says.
— Mike Silverthorn

www.alma.edu
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q&a Jeff Abernathy
with alma ’ s

13th president

Where did you grow up as a child?

Richmond, Virginia
What makes you a Scot? Well, I couldn’t be
more excited about joining the Alma community. And of course our family lineage dates
back 12 generations to Abernethy, Scotland.
A favorite childhood memory: Visiting family

in Texas, I attended my first major league
baseball game, watched the first triple play in
Texas Rangers history and rode home on the
back of my uncle’s motorcycle. That night was
a 12-year-old boy’s version of heaven.

To which magazines do you subscribe? The
New Yorker, Atlantic, Harpers, Scientific American, Canoe and Kayak, and Velo News.
Do you have a favorite movie? As a recover-

ing art film snob, I know I’m supposed to answer
Citizen Kane to that question. But I’m a rank
sentimentalist, and the real answer is Casablanca.
How did you meet your wife? Rebecca had

just published her first
collection of poems,
Uncertain Grace, and I
invited her to Illinois
College to read from
her work. We have that
first day on video: my
star-struck introduction
and the terrific reading
she gave!

A favorite college memory: Playing the longwinded part of Jerry in Edward Albee’s Zoo Story.
Student organization: Longwood Players.
What professional sports do you watch?

Bicycling.
Will Lance Armstrong win another Tour de
France? He doesn’t have much chance against

the young guys at the top of the sport. But I
hope he races until he’s 50: it’s good inspiration
for aging cyclists like myself who would like to
believe that, on a good day, we can still ride as
if we were 20 years younger.
What are the top songs on your iPod?

The top 10 comes entirely from Glenn Gould’s
1955 interpretation of Bach’s “Goldberg Variations.” After that come Radiohead’s “There,
There” and Vic Chesnutt’s “Gravity of the
Situation,” and a half dozen Ryan Adams
songs. Then there are more “Baby Einstein”
tunes than I should admit in public.
What books are you are reading? Christianity’s
Dangerous Idea by Alistair McGrath, Sarah
Vowell’s The Wordy Shipmates, and Daniel
Willingham’s Why Don’t Students Like School?

George F. Hunting
1887-1891

1885
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What are your hobbies? We have two young

children, so I’ve nearly given up hobbies.
But I’m a competitive cyclist and occasional
triathlete. My great passion is for whitewater
kayaking, and I’m looking forward to time on
the water in the UP.

pressed with the community when we visited.
Alma is a perfect match for our values. I have
admired Alma for as long as I have been a college professor, and I am deeply honored by the
board’s invitation to join this community.
What’s it like to be transitioning to a
presidency? I’ve been living in two worlds.

These months have given much time for reflection and preparation. I’ve been reading every
book about college presidency I can get my
hands on and talking to a number of presidents
across the country. President Tracy has been a
terrific guide in my introduction to Alma, and
I know that I have big shoes to fill.
Why the liberal arts? The world has never

needed liberally educated citizens more than
it does today. Alma prepares students who
will, in the famous words of George Bernard
Shaw, “dream things that never were and ask,
‘why not’?”

How has parenthood changed your life?

How hasn’t it? It gives one perspective on
everything, I suppose. I’m sure the hymns I’ve
always known have never meant more for
me than they do now, when I often sing my
daughter to sleep with them. She is not yet
two years old and the other night asked me to
sing ‘Shall We Gather By the River.’
If you could have a dinner with four famous
people who lived at roughly the same time in
the past, who would they be? Mark Twain,

Leo Tolstoy, Abraham Lincoln, Emily Dickenson. That could be quite the raucous dinner
party: better lock the wine cellar!

August F. Bruske
1891-1912

Thomas C. Blaisdell
1912-1915

1895

Why Alma? Rebecca and I were both so im-

1905

When was the last time you wore a kilt?

Twelve generations ago! I understand I will
soon have opportunity.
What is your greatest professional accomplishment? Joining Alma as president.

Harry M. Crooks
1915-1937

1915

John Wirt Dunning
1938-1942

1925

1935

Roy W. Hamilton
1943-1947

1945

Jeff Abernathy was appointed the 13th president of Alma College on Feb. 5,
2010 following a national search. His appointment is effective July 1, 2010.
Abernathy has served as vice president and dean of Augustana College (IL)
since 2004, where he promoted the development of innovative experiential
learning experiences for students. He came to Augustana after serving West
Virginia Wesleyan College as vice president for academic affairs and dean of
the college, prior to which he was a faculty member in English at Illinois College, where he also served as associate dean.
While at Augustana, Abernathy was instrumental in the development of the
Midwest Alliance for Learning in the Liberal Arts, a consortium of six liberal arts
colleges including Alma and Augustana that studies student learning and growth.
The consortium is funded by a major grant from the Teagle Foundation.
He is the author of a book, To Hell and Back: Race and Betrayal in the Southern
Novel, published by University of Georgia Press in December 2003. The book
considers the construction of race in the southern novel and American culture,
using mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn as archetypal text.
A native of Richmond, Virginia, Abernathy gradated with a bachelor’s degree
in English from Longwood College. He earned a master’s degree in English
from Virginia Commonwealth University and a Ph.D. in American literature
from the University of Florida.

Meet Jeff Abernathy

He is married to Rebecca Wee, a poet whose first book, Uncertain Grace, won
the 2000 Hayden Carruth Award for New and Emerging Poets. In 2002, she
was selected as a Witter Bynner Fellow, and served as poet laureate of the
Quad Cities from 2003 to 2005.
Jeff and Rebecca are the parents of a six-year-old son, Rohan, and 21-monthold daughter, Maren.

“The Board congratulates and thanks the campus
community, under Dr. Tracy’s leadership, for the work
and dedication that has built an institution with the
strengths necessary to attract excellent presidential candidates. We are extremely pleased with the appointment
of Dr. Jeff Abernathy, who will work enthusiastically
and energetically with the entire College community to
build on our strengths as well as identify and embrace
new possibilities as the College greets its 125th year.”

“Dr. Abernathy has demonstrated a commitment to the core institutional values of excellence
in the liberal arts. His extensive experience and
accomplishments as a chief academic officer and
his ability to establish and enhance relationships,
build community, manage resources, and inspire
the pursuit of excellence are well suited to leading
Alma College in the 21st century.”

candace dugan
Chair, Board of Trustees

dave provost
Chair, Presidential Search Committee

John S. Harker
1951-1956

Robert D. Swanson
1956-1980

1955

Oscar E. Remick
1980-1987

1965

1975

Alan J. Stone
1988-2000

1985

Saundra J. Tracy
2001-2010

1995

Jeff Abernathy
2010-

2005
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Bob Garcia:
Interest in Alma remains strong
As the new director of admissions at
Alma College, allow me to introduce
myself to some of our best recruiters: our
friends and alumni. Since joining Alma
in January, I have had the chance to
meet some of you, but for others this is
the first time you have heard from me.
I plan to leverage my past experiences
in higher education admissions and the
strength of the Alma community to meet
the challenge facing Alma College — the
challenge to continue to build upon the
enrollment success of recent years while
facing a struggling economy in Michigan
and nationwide, and a shrinking number
of high school graduates.
While the odds might be against us, I
am happy to report that interest in Alma
College is at one of the highest levels we
have ever seen. The valuable, personal
educational experience that Alma offers,
the addition of new campus facilities,
the strength of our financial aid, and the
agility to adjust our offerings to the needs
of the marketplace have allowed us to
maintain a large applicant pool.

• We have continued to generate
more prospect inquiries, completed applications and accepted
students than at the same point in
time last year.
• There have been 200 additional
prospective student campus visits
as compared to the same point in
time last year.
Although there is obvious continuing interest in Alma College, it is
more important than ever that our
alumni and friends assist us in finding
the next generation of Scots. We ask
that you utilize our alumni referral
program online at https://secure.alma.
edu/alumni/refer and spread your
excitement for Alma when talking
with others.

Meanwhile, we will be doing our part.
Through our new social media coordinator position, Web site improvements for prospective students, and
comprehensive and collaborative visit
experiences, the Admissions Office
remains firmly committed to promotAmong the signs of continued interest in ing the values of the Alma experience
Alma College:
and finding the right students for the
• The Admissions Office hosted four institution.
Scholars Summit events this year,
I am proud to be selected to lead an
attracting nearly 400 top students to office of true professionals as we strive
campus to compete for some of our to meet our enrollment goals. I hope
most prestigious scholarships.
to see you on campus soon. Go Scots!
Bob Garcia
Director of Admissions
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leadership profile

ambrose wight

Alma’s enduring emphasis on leadership development dates back to the College’s founding fathers, best illustrated
by the contributions of Ambrose Wight.
When Rev. J. Ambrose Wight arrived in
Bay City in 1864 to take over pastoral duties
at the First Presbyterian Church, the city’s
population of 4,000 was significantly smaller
than it is today.
In addition to there being no suitable housing, the church, which was located among
stumps and fallen trees, also was in an
unfortunate state.
A person with no leadership skills likely
would have headed back in the direction
that he or she came, but Wight, who was
born in New York in 1811, was determined
to make a difference.
In a matter of weeks, Wight and his family
were situated in their own residence in Bay
City. His next mission was to build a new
church, one that would be “a lasting gift to
the future.”
Wight’s congregation felt inspired by his
energetic efforts and quickly took on the
challenge. The church’s present site was
purchased in 1883, and a new church
opened 10 years later.
This was hardly the extent of Wight’s impact at the church, however. His sermons,
which were described as “eminently practical,” united the congregation. Its numbers

steadily increased, with additions made at
almost every communion for 13 years.
When he was 18 years old, Wight united
himself with religion while studying law in
Vermont. His conversion during a revival
of religion was an event that shaped his life,
driving him to become a minister.
Not until 1855 did he fulfill this lifelong
plan of entering the Christian ministry,
though. Once he was licensed to preach,
he undertook missionary work in Chicago
before organizing the Olivet Presbyterian
Church, of which he was chosen pastor.
Wight remained at the church until 1863
before spending a year both in ministerial
work and as an editorial staff member of
the Chicago Tribune.

Having worked for a blacksmith and a
farmer in an attempt to pay his way through
school, Wight was no stranger to this kind
of hardship.
Poverty had struck his family when he
was six years old, and he was sent to live in
Massachusetts, where he grew up. When he
traveled home again in 1826, he used a 12"
by 14” handkerchief, not a suitcase, to carry
what he owned.
In 1885, the Presbyterian Synod of Michigan expressed an interest in establishing a
Presbyterian college in the state. A committee, of which Wight was a member, was
organized to discuss the matter.

Writing had long been a passion of his.
Previously, while practicing law in Illinois,
he was an editor of the Prairie Farmer, a
newspaper devoted to agriculture, and the
editorial manager of the Herald of the Prairies.

In order to help raise the funds needed,
Wight preached about the importance of
establishing such a college. His sermon
inspired a member of his congregation, Alexander Folsom, a wealthy lumberman, to
donate $50,000 to what would become Alma
College, founded in 1886.

Wight, who was a frequent contributor to
the New York Evangelist for 20 years, was a
correspondent for the New Yorker and Tribune before relocating to the Midwest with
only 12 cents in his pocket.

Because of Wight’s modest beginnings, he
had no fear of building something — a
church or a college — from the ground
up. He was a member of the College’s first
Board of Trustees before his death in 1889.
— Ellen Doepke

www.alma.edu
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faculty features
Faculty novelist explores hope,
redemption in new book
Robert Vivian spent three years working on the recently
published Lamb Bright Saviors” the second novel in the Alma
College Associate Professor’s Tall Grass Trilogy.
The novel, which explores themes such as hope and redemption, has been well received in the literary world. Publisher’s
Weekly describes Vivian as “a latter-day Faulkner set loose
with no editorial restraints.” Of Lamb Bright Saviors, the
trade news magazine also says, “There is no need to suspend
your disbelief for this story. You can only go along for the
brilliantly written ride, full of sound and fury that signifies
little but moves us intensely.”
Vivian’s experience as a working writer,
which is a huge part of his life, is something
he is able to share with his students. “Writing influences the teaching I do,” says Vivian, who teaches English at Alma College.
“I look at novels as a reader and a teacher
but also as a writer.”

Thelen wins service-learning award
Peggy Thelen was Alma’s
2010 recipient of the Michigan
Campus Compact Faculty/Staff
Community Service-Learning
Award for her contributions
to service learning. Thelen has
been a strong proponent for
academic service learning since
joining the faculty in 2004.

Two faculty members awarded
Dana Professorships
President Saundra Tracy announced the selection of
Joanne Gilbert and Cameron Reed as Charles A. Dana
Professors during the 2010 Honors Day Convocation.
Dana Professorships were established in 1973 by the
Charles A. Dana Foundation to improve academic quality
by attracting, rewarding and retaining outstanding faculty
to Alma. Current Dana Professors include Dave Clark,
John Davis, Scott Messing and Bill Palmer.
Gilbert, professor of communication, was recognized for
her many contributions to the campus, particularly in
the areas of women’s studies and diversity, as well as her
unique creativity.
“Dr. Gilbert’s scholarship spans traditional works like
her book and book chapters, all well-received in the
profession, to her creative works such as her Everyday
Live Performance scripts based on the Holocaust and the
Crazy Horse sculpture interviews,” said Tracy. “Students have commented on the transformative impact of
her teaching.”

“Students love service learning,” says Thelen. “They
understand that they’re doing real things for real people,
that what they’re doing has a real impact.”

Reed, professor of physics and astronomy, was recognized for his long and stellar record of teaching, scholarship and service.

Her education students partnered with business administration students in the “Wii Play Together: Health,
Happiness and the Pursuit of Education” after-school
program, which was designed for kindergarten and firstgrade students to become physically active and academically engaged.

“Dr. Reed’s election as an American Physical Society
Fellow is arguably the highest external recognition that
any current Alma faculty member has received,” said
Tracy. “He is a professor who presents complex ideas
clearly and inspires individual students. His atomic
bomb course is an example of an innovative — and very
successful — course offering.”
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Spitzley Awarded the Barlow
Trophy
Ithaca senior Rebecca Spitzley was awarded the 2010 Barlow Trophy, Alma College’s most prestigious award for a
graduating senior. Spitzley was involved in a vast number of
activities and organizations, including Students United for
Nature, where she assisted with campus recycling efforts and
cleaning up the Pine River.
She also served as a resident assistant, a fellow with the
Center for Responsible Leadership, mentor at Alma Middle
School, treasurer of the Catholic Student Organization and
member of the German and Education clubs. In addition,
she worked in the Admissions Office and participated in
off-campus service projects, including a Habitat for Humanity project in Florida, tornado recovery relief in Kansas, and
kindergarten teaching in Peru.

Alma professor celebrates
documentary’s Oscar
nomination
The film documentary “Which Way Home”
didn’t win an Oscar at the 82nd Academy
Awards. Nonetheless, the film that follows several
unaccompanied child migrants as they journey
through Mexico en route to the United States on
a freight train received critical acclaim as one of
five Oscar nominees.
Stephany Slaughter, assistant professor of Spanish
at Alma, was a field producer and interpreter for
the film.
“Being nominated really is as good as winning,”
she says. “What do you want from a documentary? You want people to see it, to think about and
talk about the topic. After making the short list,
there was a wave of interest. I expect there will be
more now.”

www.alma.edu
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campus news
Two more Fulbright scholars from Alma
Maureen O’Connell of Jackson, Wisc., and
Demi Gary of Oscoda were awarded prestigious Fulbright Scholarships this spring,
becoming Alma’s 16th and 17th Fulbright
Scholars since 2003.

O’Connell

O’Connell, an art and Spanish major at Alma,
will teach English at the university level in
Columbia and work with displaced refugees.
Gary, a biology major, will teach English at the
high school level in Jakarta, Indonesia while
also studying the country’s rich ecology.

Gary

Alma’s Nationally Competitive Scholarship
Committee helps students search for appropriate postgraduate scholarships, then reviews the
proposals and applications.

Service efforts net national recognition
For the third straight year, Alma College
has received national recognition for its
commitment to community service.
The Corporation for National and
Community Service has named Alma
College to the 2009 President’s Higher
Education Community Service Honor
Roll, the highest federal recognition a
college or university can receive for its
commitment to volunteering, service
learning and civic engagement.
“Because service is integrated within the Alma College experience,
Alma students serve generously in a wide variety of capacities,” says
Anne Ritz, the College’s service-learning coordinator. “This national
recognition validates the great work that Alma students, faculty
and staff are doing on campus, in the surrounding communities and
throughout the world.”
Alma data reflects that 93 percent of the 2009 graduating seniors
participated in academic service-learning during their time at Alma,
with service-learning enrollment during 2008-09 topping 855, says Ritz.
Many students not enrolled in service-learning classes also participate in
community service and civic engagement activities.
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Winning Calvin sermon: ‘You
Go Nowhere By Accident’
A sermon that examines God’s providence in His care,
guidance, will and purpose for all humans was selected as
the winning entry in the Alma College Sermon Contest celebrating the 500th anniversary of the birth of John Calvin.
Keith Geiselman, pastor of First Presbyterian Church of
Ypsilanti, was awarded the $500 first prize for his sermon
titled “You Go Nowhere By Accident.” Winning the $300
second prize was Robert Carlson, pastor at The Presbyterian Church of Okemos. Jeff Garrison, pastor at First
Presbyterian Church of Hastings, was awarded the $200
third prize.
Presbyterian clergy, lay pastors and seminarians from
the Synod of the Covenant — a region encompassing approximately 800 churches in Michigan and Ohio — were
invited to write and submit a sermon on ways in which
Calvin’s 16th century theology are beneficial to 21st century Christians.
“Our team of faculty judges were encouraged that pastors
wanted to talk about Calvin’s history in their churches,”
said Alma College Chaplain Carol Gregg. “We were
pleased with the creative applications of Calvin’s theology
and how pastors made them relevant to their congregations. We appreciated all the entrants who took the time
to prepare and deliver sermons.”

athletics news
Farewell to Cappaert
February 20 marked the final home basektball game in Cappaert Gymnasium, as the Scots will move into the new Hogan Convocation Center this fall.
Opened in 1969, the gymnasium was named in honor of Mr. and Mrs.
F. L. Cappaert for their generosity that helped make construction of the
Physical Education Center possible. Mr. Cappaert, a 1942 graduate of
Alma, was a varsity athlete for the Scots.
“Cappaert holds a special place in the hearts of many Alma College athletes,” says former women’s basketball coach Charlie Goffnett. “We have
had many great games in that gym, and I am one who will certainly miss
the place. Our national championship season was something that I will
never forget, and the support we had in the gym was great.
“Now, as we look to the future, our new facility is going to be something
the entire Alma community can be proud of and be able to enjoy,” he says.
In 2009-10, the existing Hogan Center received major renovations and
a new 29,000 square foot, 2,430-seat gymnasium and convocation center
with a 6,600 square foot lobby, new concessions stand and restroom
facilities. In appreciation of a $250,000 gift from the C. S. and Marion F.
McIntyre Foundation, the basketball court in the new gymnasium has
been named The Charlie and Marion McIntyre Court.
The Alma volleyball team will be the first Scots squad to play on McIntyre
Court when it opens its season this fall.
Over the years, Cappaert Gymnasium has been home to eight MIAA
women’s basketball champions (including the 1992 national championship
squad), one MIAA men’s basketball champion (1978) and seven MIAA
volleyball championship teams.

Hello to Hogan
The new floors are in place
in the Hogan Convocation
Center and everyone is
looking forward to Alma’s
2011 Commencement in the
new facility. The Monday
following this year’s Commencement the bleachers
were removed from Cappaert Gymnasium.

Oakley named men’s soccer
coach
Josh Oakley, a veteran coach
who led Asbury College (KY)
to its conference championship in 2009, has been named
the new men’s soccer coach at
Alma College.
Oakley led Asbury College to
the 2009 Kentucky Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
Championship and garnered
Coach of the Year honors as
well. Asbury won both the
regular season championship and the postseason tournament. In 2008, the Eagles were KIAC runner-up in both
the regular season and the league tournament.
“I am humbled to have been chosen to lead the Alma College men’s soccer program,” said Oakley. “I am familiar
with the national success that this program has had, most
recently in the late 1990s and I am looking forward to
doing my part in helping to get the program to that level
again quickly.”
Oakley joined Asbury in 2002 and led the team to a record
of 9-9-2, its first .500 season in 17 years. In 2005, the Eagles
enjoyed their first winning season since 1981 (12-8-1) and
finished second in the KIAC, the school’s best finish at the
time. Oakley earned KIAC Co-Coach of the Year honors
after the season.
In 2006, Asbury was the National Christian College Association (NCCAA) Mideast Regional Tournament Champions and qualified for the NCCAA National Tournament in
Kissimmee, Florida. The Eagles continued their ascension
in the 2007 season, when they won the KIAC tournament
for the first time in school history and achieved a top five
NAIA regional ranking. In 2008, Asbury finished second in
the conference and in the KIAC tournament.
During his tenure, Oakley’s teams had 26 All-Conference
selections, 12 NCCAA All-Region selections and six NAIA
All-Region selections. In addition, two of his players were
NCCAA All-American Honorable Mention, while one
was an NAIA All-American Honorable Mention selection.

www.alma.edu
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All-Americans
A pair of Scot divers made their make at the national finals

A

lma College’s newest All-Americans
are seniors Hanna Leestma (Royal
Oak, pictured above, right) and
Spencer Johnson (Grand Ledge, pictured
above, left), who turned in top-10 performances at the NCAA Division III Swimming and Diving Championships last
March in Minneapolis.

earning Honorable Mention All-American
honors. He also finished 11th in the onemeter dive.

Leestma finished eighth in the one-meter
dive, earning her All-American honors. She
also finished 15th nationally in the threemeter dive.

Johnson was Alma’s first men’s national
representative since Joey Mead in 2000,
while Leestma was the Scots’ first women’s
national qualifier since Marisa Proctor
represented the school in both diving events
in 1998.

“I feel just great as I did not expect to qualify
for the nationals, let alone be an All-American,” said Leestma. “It was a great experience, and I was in awe of the whole event.”
Johnson came away with a 10th place finish in the country in the three-meter dive,
18
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“Spencer did really well in his last five
dives, qualifying for the consolation finals,”
said Scots Diving Coach Channing Kimball. “To finish 10th in the country is really
an accomplishment.”

For Leestma, the opportunity to finish
her senior season strong and represent her
college and conference in the nationals
was special.

“I had a lot of fun while competing at
nationals, and as a senior I wanted to enjoy
my final diving meet and end my career
well,” said Leestma. “By Spencer and I
making it to nationals, it means Alma
swimming and diving is being recognized
on a larger scale. It has been awhile since
anyone from our team as made it this far,
and it was great representing Alma and the
MIAA in Minneapolis.”
The national championships culminated
a banner season in which the Scots broke
13 school records at the MIAA finals at
Calvin College.
— Mike Hanson

Redefining:

Succe ss

Whether it’s teaching professional jockeys in Kentucky,
building a medical clinic in Africa, teaching in a one-room
school in Montana, recommending labor policy for the
employment of people with disabilities, or documenting
environmental issues in Alaska, Alma alumni are making
a difference in their professions and communities. Alma
Accents shares these stories about alumni commitment
and accomplishment.
Profiles by Ellen Doepke and Mike Silverthorn

www.alma.edu
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Overcoming stuttering
A federal policy advisor who has overcome her own disability
advocates for the employment of others with disabilities

Because she stutters, public
speaking used to make Beth Christenson Bienvenu ’90 nervous.
While studying music and sociology at
Alma College, she took voice lessons,
joined the percussion ensemble and even
tried highland dance. By being on stage,
her fear lessened, and she learned how to
manage her speech impediment.
As a policy advisor for the U.S. Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Employment Policy, she studies and recommends policy for the employment of people
with disabilities. She is able to draw from
her past experiences.
“People who stutter often limit themselves,” says Bienvenu, who is originally
from Haslett. “They tell themselves that
they can’t teach, or give a speech, or pursue
the career they want to, but I try to show
them that they can do these things.”
Despite her stuttering, Bienvenu hoped to
become a professor after graduation. She
attended Indiana University, where she
received two master’s degrees — one in
sociology, and the other in arts administration. In 2004, she completed a leadership
doctorate program in Germany.
She hasn’t let her stuttering stop her from
being a professor, either. For the last three
years, in addition to her role as policy advisor, she has worked as an adjunct professor
in arts policy at George Mason University.
“I let students know in the beginning that I
might stutter, and that it doesn’t mean I’m
anxious or nervous,” says Bienvenu. “It just
means my speech is tripping me up.”
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She also works with the National Stuttering Association to educate its members on
career and résumé development and interview skills. Those with more significant
disabilities are often faced with multiple
challenges in finding employment.
Bienvenu travels to college campuses
around the country to interview students
for the Workforce Recruitment Program
(WRP), which connects employers with
students and recent graduates with disabilities through a database.
Alma College participated in the Department of Defense-sponsored program for
the first time this year. A total of about 250
colleges and universities participate.
WRP’s database is similar to an online job
board, but Bienvenu says it is more effective
because there’s a smaller pool of people involved. Last year, there were 1,900 people in
the database, and more than 500 got internships or permanent positions — a triumph,
no doubt, to those who were involved.
“It’s nice to know that we’re contributing, and that we’re able to give back,” says
Bienvenu. “We’re not doing direct service,
but I know the work we do helps people.”
She encourages alumni to have an open
mind and consider hiring people with disabilities, too, if they’re in a position to do
so. Those with disabilities, she says, have a
lot to offer.
“It’s an untapped labor source,” she says.
“Only 22 percent of people with disabilities
are in the work force, compared to about 70
percent people without disabilities. That’s a
huge gap that we’re trying to reduce.”

Josh Dukes ’01 used to be a lightweight recycler, but his experiences
as an award-winning documentary
filmmaker have inspired him to become more focused on action.
The process leading to his change in
outlook began at Alma College. When
he wasn’t on the football field, the art and
design major took business administration
and photography courses at Alma, which
prepared him for his future in filmmaking.
After graduation, Dukes was employed
as a graphic designer at the Lansing State
Journal, where the possibility of film
popped into his head. His desire to be
more creative pulled him away from his
cubicle and onto the road.
Dukes and Coulter Mitchell, who had
been working at an independent film
company for five years, both left their jobs
to start Stone Soup Productions, which
produced the award-winning film “The
Cost of Oil: Voices from the Arctic.”
Dukes now heads Eco Doc Films, which
focuses on producing documentaries that
highlight the environment and ecology.
“I was just a 31-year-old man who got
fed up,” says Dukes. “I basically made
up my dream job. It’s cliché, but I
wanted to make the world a better place
for generations to come.”

‘Voices from the Arctic’
Award-winning filmmaker documents environmental issues, including pollution,
species endangerment and the subsistence lifestyle of indigenous cultures

Thinking about handing over the world in its
current state to his six-year-old son, Jackson,
motivated Dukes to continue this journey
in filmmaking. He says if he can help just
one animal or a single piece of land, then he
considers his efforts a success. He also hopes
he is able to make people realize the value
of raising children with an environmentally
conscious mindset.
To date, Dukes has been involved in producing four films based on environmental issues,
including pollution and species endangerment. In addition to helping the environment,
they also hope to give a voice to the voiceless.
“The Cost of Oil” does just that, by examining the subsistence lifestyle of the Inupiat and
how it has been affected by the drilling of oil
in the Arctic. Through this film, the audience
“discovers the irony of drilling for oil in order
to become a more self-sustaining nation, and
in doing so, potentially destroying a selfsustaining culture.”
During filming, Dukes, who produced the
film, lived in an Inupiat village in Point
Hope, Alaska, for a month, which was one of
the many eye-opening experiences he’s had
while filmmaking.
“I’m surprised daily,” he says. “The Inupiat
is the oldest existing indigenous culture in
the United States. Ninety percent of their
resources come from the ocean, and it’s such a

rich ecosystem that throwing one thing out of
whack is devastating.”
Dukes also got the opportunity to interview
representatives for Royal Dutch Shell for the
film, a task that took him a year to set up.
The film’s crew had to take a flight separate
from their trip to Alaska to film the interview,
which addressed the company’s controversial
plan to drill in the region.
The response to the film has been impressive. In addition to winning several awards,
including the 2009 Lake Michigan Film
Competition Winner in the Best Documentary category and 2009 Festivus Film Festival
Winner in the Best Documentary Feature category, the filmmakers have garnered respect
from their peers.

Dukes plans to go back to Alaska soon — his
next film will be set in the Pribilof Islands,
where they will explore the struggle of the
Aleut culture to survive. He is currently in
the process of writing a treatment and working on funding and marketing for the project.
He also is producing a film that documents
the first-ever human-powered circumnavigation of Lake Baikal in Russia. The goal of this
expedition, which takes place on mountain
bikes, is to promote environmental conservation in the country.
“They say that one person can’t make a
difference, but it’s the exact opposite,” says
Dukes. “A single person can make a difference everyday if they stand up and say, ‘This
isn’t right.’”

“People who have been in the industry for 20,
30, 40 years don’t understand how the Shell
interview was possible,” says Dukes. “To be
received and accepted by the film community
like this has been amazing.”

Dukes hopes that audiences will gain knowledge with every viewing of his films, and if
they feel that same call to action he does, even
better. You’ll need more than just a recycling
bin, though.

For Dukes, the real achievement, though, lies
in the fact that the film is being used as a vehicle for change. He and Mitchell sent copies
of the film to Point Hope, where it has been
in constant rotation among the villagers, who
even played it in the village hall.

For more information about Eco Doc Films,
please visit www.ecodocfilms.com.

Numerous environmental groups also have
used the film in their efforts to stop offshore oil
drilling and encourage more sustainable living.
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Growing up, Cryderman always
knew she wanted to be a teacher.
After coming home from a long
day at school, she wanted to do
nothing more than to teach her
younger twin brother and sister.

As the only woman who has
served as principal in all three
of the DoDEA’s three distinct
regions, Cryderman also has lived
in Italy, Turkey, Iceland, Germany
and Japan.

Not surprisingly, she chose to
double major in elementary education and physical education, taking
22 credits the fall semester of her
junior year.

She spent the last three years of
her career as the elementary school
principal at West Point. It was the
first time in 27 years — 14 of which
she was a teacher — where she was
in the same time zone as her family.

“It was completely exhausting,
and people kept asking me if I was
crazy, but it was worth it in the
long run,” she says of the challenge.
“My first teaching job after graduation was teaching in a kindergarten classroom in the morning
and teaching elementary physical
education in the afternoon.”

Every place, she says, she has loved,
taking with her memories and souvenirs that now fill up her home,
making it an unofficial international museum.
“It’s been a unique experience filled
with lots of adventure,” Cryderman says. “I’ve met new people and

Journey through life: Teaching, theatre and crazy hats
Retired educator taught children of military service members and Department of Defense civilian
employees at schools in Italy, Turkey, Iceland, Germany and Japan

Shawne Cryderman ’75 recently retired from the Department
of Defense Education Activity, but she’s busier now than ever.
After 30 years of working as a teacher and administrator all over
the world, the Okemos native is living in her self-designed dream
home in SaddleBrooke, Ariz. where she plays pickleball, rides her
bike and performs in community theater productions.
“I don’t know how I had time to work,” says Cryderman with a
laugh. “I slept in my house for the first time on a Monday, and by
Thursday, I was at theater rehearsal full time.”
Cryderman hopes to someday open a children’s theater, and if her
enormous collection of crazy hats is any indication, she should have
an easy time doing so. Of the estimated 10,000 pounds of personal
belongings she shipped back to the United States when relocating,
over half of that weight was in costumes and props.

Cryderman taught at Hollywood
Elementary School in Stevensville
for four years, but even with the
joys of teaching, she couldn’t ignore
an itching urgency to travel. She
applied to the DoDEA, whose
schools serve the children of military service members and Department of Defense civilian employees.
Her application was rejected.
Never lacking self-esteem, she decided to figure out for herself what
went wrong.

Since she didn’t plan on majoring in theater, she decided to take her
chances. Her gamble paid off.

“Not getting accepted really annoyed me, so while I was in Washington D.C. during Christmas, I
went to their offices to see what
happened,” says Cryderman. “They
told me that for every job, 500
people had applied.”

“If I could relive any four years of my life, it would be my time at
Alma College,” says Cryderman, who played field hockey, was a
member of the Alpha Theta sorority and Kiltie Marching Band,
and was voted “Outstanding Senior Woman” by her peers. “I had
such a fabulous experience, and I made a lot of good friends.”

When she applied a second time,
she had better luck, scoring the
opportunity to teach physical education in Seoul, where she would
live twice.

It was this love of theater that almost stopped her from attending
Alma College. The auditorium in the Dow Science Center wasn’t
nearly big enough for her liking.
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experienced new cultures. Working
for DoDEA has been the E-ticket
ride of my life.”
A year ago, retirement hadn’t even
crossed her mind, but the deaths
of two colleagues and close friends
who never got to enjoy retirement
quickly redirected her thinking.
“In life, there are certain signs that
you should move on,” she says.
“The deaths were really hard on me
and forced me to re-evaluate my
journey through life.”
Arizona may seem like an odd
choice for an international traveler
to retire, but SaddleBrooke reminds
Cryderman of the different places
she has lived overseas.
Everyone in the retirement community is a transplant, just like
her, she says. The only difference is
most of them don’t have a Korean
rice chest in the corner of their
living room or theater posters from
The West End and Broadway stuck
on their foyer walls.

Charles Williams ’51 had time on his hands.
He was retired, in good health, capable of
making a trip halfway around the world, and
ingrained with a commitment to serving others.
So, when his church put out a call in 2007 for
volunteers to help build a medical clinic in the
war-torn country of Southern Sudan, Williams,
then 77 years old, didn’t have to think twice.
Three years later, the Duk Lost Boys Clinic
provides invaluable medical services to the
south Sudanese, thanks to the volunteer efforts
of Alma alumni and other friends from the
First Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles, N.Y.
Since its opening in May 2007, the clinic has
provided care for more than 20,000 patients in
a remote area where there is no medical doctor
for 75 miles and all travel is on foot.
Williams is a longtime member of the church,
as are fellow-alumni Stephen Meyer ’80 and
his wife Susan Humphreys Meyer ’83. Stephen
Meyer, a member of the Alma College Board of
Trustees, is president of Welch Allyn, a manufacturer of medical diagnostic equipment.
In 2001, they were involved in assisting four
young refugees from southern Sudan that the
church sponsored to become assimilated to life

in central New York. These four young men
had spent years in isolated refugee camps in
Ethiopia and Kenya.
The “lost boys,” as they were affectionately
called, went to school, improved their English,
got jobs, learned to drive, sent money back to
friends in Kenya, and eventually graduated
from college.
One of the lost boys, a 6-foot-8 man named
John Bul Dau, never forgot the plight of others
in his home country. He founded the nonprofit John Dau Foundation and determined
that the first and most essential need in his
home village was a medical clinic. In November 2004, he and other members of the First
Presbyterian Church took on the proposal as a
mission project and developed a task force to
build the clinic.
“Our church has been blessed with a vast array
of people in different disciplines who helped
build the clinic,” says Williams, who was one
of several people from the church who traveled
to southern Sudan for the missions project.
“Somehow, we lined up the right people with
the right skills to be there at the right time. In
just 75 days, the clinic was up and running —
which was unheard of over there.”

Williams, who has an engineering background, was in charge of laying the cement floor and drains for the approximate
4,000-square-foot building. He traveled there
by himself, working with a team of Sudanese
for 20 days. Daytime temperatures typically
reached 120 degrees.
Skaneateles, N.Y., has had a long relationship
with Alma College, thanks to Charles Williams’ father, Clarence. A 1922 Alma graduate,
teacher and member of the Alma College Athletics Hall of Fame, Clarence was responsible
for sending as many as 200 students to Alma
from central New York during the 1930s, ‘40s
and ‘50s. The Clarence L. Williams Endowed
Scholarship supports students from New York
who attend Alma College.
Charles’ son, Keith, also attended Alma,
graduating in 1984, making three generations
of the Williams’ family to attend Alma. Keith
and his wife, Michaeleen ’85, live in Michigan.
Meanwhile, the Alma-Skaneateles connection
still stands. The Alma College Choir has performed at First Presbyterian Church in Skaneateles twice in recent years “to our pleasure,
enjoyment and amazement,” says Charles.

The Skaneateles Connection
New York alumni help build a medical clinic in a remote region of southern Sudan
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Aimmi Haverbush-Knarr ’01 has always had
an interest in horses.
Aimmi began riding at around five-years-old
but her interest didn’t grow until much later
when she bought an off-the-track three-yearold Thoroughbred horse named Seattle.
“As a Thoroughbred owner, I became more
aware of the racing industry,” says Knarr. “I
visited Kentucky, and the rest is history.”
Knarr took an unconventional path to her
career. A native of Alma, she has nothing but
good things to say about the time she spent as
a non-traditional student studying biology at
Alma College, where she continued her education a number of years after graduating from
high school.
“I thought about how the College was right
there, and I decided I should go and get a degree,” says Knarr. “It’s something that I thought
of for about a year.”

Her decision proved to be an excellent one.
The daughter of Dr. Thomas and Mrs. Alice
Haverbush of Alma, Knarr graduated magna
cum laude from Alma and moved to Lexington,
Ky., where she trained horses on a private farm
while earning a Master of Business Administration degree.
Through an acquaintance, she learned about the
North American Racing Academy, a college that
offers a degree program that prepares students to
become professional jockeys. It is the brainchild
of racing legend Chris McCarron, who serves as
the executive director and instructor.
Knarr was offered and accepted a position to
train students at NARA. In addition to this, she
worked as an adjunct faculty member, teaching
biology and personal finance.
The coursework for the two-year program is
done at the Bluegrass Community and Technical College through the Kentucky Community

and Technical College System, which is the governing body of community colleges in the state.
The first class started in 2006 with 11 students,
and it was the first of its kind in more than one
way. “There is nothing like it here,” says Knarr.
“It’s the only accredited institution of its kind in
the United States.”
In her current position as director of program
facilitation, Knarr manages everything from the
budget to daily operations.
“Since it’s a newer program, things are constantly changing, and that’s exciting,” she says.
“Now that it’s been a few years, we’re seeing the
success of graduates who have gone on to ride
professionally.”
The education she received at Alma College has
helped her achieve her own success.
“During my time at Alma, I learned discipline,
how to structure my time and how to handle
situations as they come,” she says.

Horse sense
Non-traditional student Aimmi Knarr is off and running on a career with the North American Racing Academy.

24

accents

Powerful connectivity
While some college graduates struggle
to land a job, Kyle Travis ’09 was the
exception.
The Shepherd native went to work full time
as a client service associate at Stifel, Nicolaus
and Company, Incorporated, on the Monday
morning following graduation from Alma
College. Within three months, he passed his
Series 7 Securities registration exam.
“A lot of people I knew were going on vacation
or waiting to begin graduate school, and I went
home, packed everything up and moved to
Grand Rapids,” he says.
While at Alma College, in addition to being
an economics tutor, Travis was the captain
of the golf team for three years. He also held
leadership positions in Sigma Alpha Epsilon.
As president of SAE his junior year, Travis
signed off on a newsletter produced by the
fraternity updating the chapter’s alumni on
the activities of the house and its members.
Alan Otis ’71, who always looks forward to
reading these updates, was so impressed with
the letter that he offered to serve as a mentor
for any SAE member who was interested in
the financial services industry.
“Less than 24 hours later, Kyle sent me an
e-mail, thanking me for the donation I sent,”
says Otis, a financial advisor for Stifel Nicolaus. “He also told me that he hoped to have a
career in my field.”

The pair quickly struck up a friendship, and Otis
invited Travis to Grand Rapids for a job shadow.
Otis then sent Travis on a two-day road trip to
Chicago and St. Louis, where the company’s
headquarters is located. While in St. Louis,
Travis was hosted by another Alma College
graduate, Steve Boff ’81, who runs Stifel Nicolaus’ taxable bond trading operations.
“I saw a package of things in Kyle that I
found admirable,” says Otis. “It was just
inspirational. He shared the qualities of the
best of today’s youth, in that he is smart,
responsible and has a great work ethic, and all
of these things clicked with me.”
Travis wanted to keep his foot in the door at
the company during his senior year at Alma,
so he interned at Stifel Nicolaus every Thursday and Friday while trying to maintain
his course load. His passion for investments
proved to sometimes be distracting, however.
“He had a 3.7 GPA, but he also used to cut
class and trade stocks,” Otis says with a laugh.
“During his senior year, he began trading
options, and now he’s a better options trader
than I am.”
Working at Stifel Nicolaus is everything Travis hoped it would be. Not only does he find
his job to be both challenging and fulfilling,
but he also enjoys the fact that no day is the
same as the last. As soon as he thinks otherwise, he finds himself back on Alma College’s
campus with Otis for a business meeting.

“There are so many different avenues you can
go down with our business,” says Travis. “You
can make the job whatever you want it to be,
and I think there’s something pretty powerful
about that.”
Helping SAE, which was in a much different
state than it is today, navigate through shaky
times prepared Travis for where he is today,
he says. Both he and Otis agree that he has
become considerably more forthright and
outgoing since they met.
“The fraternity is in great shape now financially, and there are several new recruits, but when
I was here, we were in debt up to our eyeballs,”
says Travis. “It forced me to take charge more
than I ever had before, and to do that, I had to
step outside of my comfort zone.”
He was outside his comfort zone again
recently when he became a first-time homeowner. Otis, he says, was a great resource for
the issues he has encountered going through
this process. They both recognize that this
friendship and Travis’ success are examples of
the powerful connectivity of Alma College.
“I think back to graduating high school, and
at the time, it’s the biggest decision of your
life,” says Travis. “I don’t know how to score
how well a person makes that decision, but I
can’t picture what it would have been like if I
hadn’t gone to Alma.”

www.alma.edu
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Teaching in the Western frontier
Former basketball star went from teaching urban third-graders in Detroit to educating kindergarteners
through seventh-graders in a one-room schoolhouse in Montana

Isaac Smith ’07 feels like his Alma College
experience prepared him to work at any
school. But he isn’t working at just any school.
Smith teaches six children — kindergarten
to seventh-grade students — in a one-room
schoolhouse in Montana. The closest town to
where he lives and teaches is Jordan, which
has a population of roughly 350 people.
“There’s not even a stop light in Jordan,
which is 38 miles away, 32 of which are dirt
roads,” he says. “For the entire county, there’s
one high school, which has about 40 kids.”
As the most isolated county seat in the lower
48 states, Jordan also is 175 miles from the
nearest airport, 85 miles from the closest bus
line and 115 miles from the nearest train.
All these numbers add up to a drastic contrast
to his previous teaching experience in Detroit,
where he taught a class of 31 third-grade
students for a year.
The experiences are difficult to compare.
His current students, who are the children of
ranchers, haven’t been exposed to the mature
situations his former students had been.
“The students in Detroit were tough kids. I
had to discipline them more than I liked to,
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and I felt like teaching was really taking a
backburner,” says Smith, who is from Merrill.
When searching online for a new teaching
position, he found the schoolhouse, which
he thought was unique. His awe of the
position led him to exchange e-mails with
the school’s clerk.
Smith flew out to Montana in early 2009, interviewed for the position and fell in love with the
area. He had always wanted to move west.
Adjusting to his new environment was
admittedly a challenge, though. After his
family helped him move, he says he felt
extremely lonely.
“You could drive 100 miles here and only see
one car, but all you have to do is step outside in
the city, and people are everywhere,” he says.
To overcome this isolation, Smith signed up to
coach varsity boys’ basketball, a decision that he
describes as being a lifesaver. He says he enjoys
being part of the community, and as a consequence, he has fallen in love with coaching.
Smith enrolled at Alma College, in part, to
play sports. He played basketball for four
years and soccer for two, excelling at both.

During his senior year, he was named first
team All-MIAA in basketball. He averaged
21.3 points per game, leading the MIAA in
scoring by nearly three full points.
Smith, who considered pursuing a professional basketball career overseas after
graduation, says he wouldn’t trade his time
at Alma for the world. After all, it’s where
he met his best friends.
The College also offered him a wide variety of teaching experiences. While at Alma
College, he worked in an inner-city school in
Saginaw and in a pre-school in Sumner. He
was a student teacher at Pinecrest Elementary
School in East Lansing.
Both of Smith’s parents are teachers, and his
grandfather was a professor, so teaching may
not only be in his DNA, but it also fits his
personality.
When asked what he loves most about teaching, his humor leaves the dirt roads in the dust.
“Would saying June, July and August be
bad?” he says. “I really like kids, and I like
seeing how they develop over the school year,
or even how they progress in a month. It’s
really satisfying.”

The following student letter from Hannah Ropp,
sent to Mr. and Mrs. William Gamble of Allen
Park in February, is printed by permission.

From stock boy to vice president
Award-winning e-commerce company ranks among fastest
growing companies in Michigan

The summer after graduating from high
school, Ian MacDonald ’04 began working
as a stock boy for Century Novelty. The
store was located across the street from his
parent’s house in Livonia.
Today, he is vice president and general manager
of CenturyNovelty.com, where he is responsible
for managing the daily operations and strategic
initiatives of the company, including advertising,
marketing and customer service.
MacDonald, who studied business administration and organizational communication at
Alma College, has come a long way, and so
has the company.
“When I first started, there was a physical store,
catalog and a Web site that was basically nothing more than a Yellow page listing,” he says.
In 2005, the company, which sells party
favors, supplies and decorations, moved
exclusively to e-commerce. Last year, they
launched a redesigned Web site, which went
on to be selected as a 2009 Internet Retailer
Magazine Hot 100 Web site for e-commerce
innovation.
More recently, the company won the Silver
MultiChannel Merchant Magazine Award,
the industry’s top honor for catalog, Internet
and multichannel merchants from around
the world.

It also ranked on the Inc. 500 list as the
seventh fastest growing company in Michigan
and the 39th fastest growing retailer in the
United States.
Awards and accolades aside, MacDonald
loves the dynamic nature of e-commerce.
“Customers want things quicker, cheaper
and more efficiently, and you have to keep up
with that,” he says. “It’s exciting.”
MacDonald knows a lot about keeping up —
even as a student at Alma College, he found
a way to work for Century Novelty. Though
the company had never had an intern before,
he created his own internship, an idea to
which the academic departments at the College were receptive.
While most companies have separate business
and creative departments, MacDonald says
Century Novelty, with 25 employees, does
everything together, and it pays off. Managing this close-knit group of co-workers can
be challenging, but his experience as chief
financial officer and house manager of Sigma
Chi at Alma College helped to prepare him.
“Because I had to be a leader over my peers,
I learned how difficult managing people you
like can be,” says MacDonald.

Dear Mr. And Mrs. Gamble,
My name is Hannah Ropp. In two and
a half months’ time, I will be graduating from this great College. As more and
more young people go to school, I think
they start to take for granted the opportunities presented to them. For me, the
closer I get to commencement, the more
grateful and humbled I am by the opportunities I have had and the wonderful
things I am able to do.
Your assistance in the form of the Jon
Gamble Memorial Endowed Scholarship,
of which I have been a recipient for two
years, has made so much possible for me.
If not for your generosity, I would not be
at Alma. If not for Alma, I would not have
travelled around the world, learning and
doing volunteer work. I would not be the
leader, friend or servant that I am. I thank
you from the bottom of my heart for your
gracious assistance to a stranger. I am about
to go order my graduation robes now, and I
wouldn’t be this far without you.
Alma is truly a wonderful school, but
what makes Alma special is the people
associated with it, on every level.
Thank you for providing some of the
money necessary to give this girl the shining future she now sees ahead. I appreciate
you and your family more than I can say.
All the best to you and yours.
Sincerely,

Ha nna h
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ALUMNI
CONNECTIONS

TKE alumni
donate fire
detectors

Smoke detectors saved the lives of several Alma College students when fire broke out at the Tau Kappa Epsilon (TKE) House
at 313 Philadelphia Street on March 6, 1985. The house was
destroyed, but, thankfully, no lives were lost.
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@Alumni notes can be
submitted online at:

www.alma.edu/alumni/notes
or by returning the postage
paid envelope in this issue; or
by addressing Alumni Relations
Director, Alumni Notes, Alma
College, 614 W. Superior St.,
Alma, MI 48801-1599.
Photo submission
Photos can be sent electronically to silverthorn@alma.edu.

Twenty-five years later, more than 100
alumni and guests returned to campus for
a day of fellowship and remembrance on
the 25th anniversary of the TKE House
fire. As part of the day’s activities, the TKE
alumni donated 30 smoke detectors to the
Alma Fire Department in recognition of
the department’s heroic efforts in 1985.
“The donation of the smoke detectors was
the highlight of the day,” says Paul Kurtzhals ’86, who was the housemaster at the
time of the fire.
Kurtzhals contacted Alma Fire Department Commander Rick Pratt, who sent
four of the same firemen who responded to
the 1985 fire. They arrived in a fire truck to
accept the TKE donations.
“At the time of the fire, we received so
many donations from the community,” recalls Kurtzhals. “The Alma community really gave back to us. We wanted to donate
the smoke detectors because they saved our
lives back in 1985.”
Many of the 22 students who lived in the
TKE house at the time of the fire returned
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for the weekend, some from as far away as
Los Angeles, Maui and Fort Hood, Texas.
Students and alumni competed in a series
of games and obstacles, followed by a dinner and dance in Van Dusen Commons.
“The reunion was a complete success,” says
Kurtzhals. “It was a fabulous day, and the
College staff was wonderful. Everyone had
lots of fun.”
Tau Kappa Epsilon is the world’s largest
social fraternity with more than 300 active
chapters in the United States and Canada.
Dedicated to service and excellence, the
Alma College Zeta Delta Chapter of TKE
dates back over 108 years starting with
the Alma Academy (preparatory school)
Adelphian literary society, and continuing
with the Phi Phi Alpha collegiate literary
society in 1901.
The Alma College TKE forerunner, Phi
Phi Alpha, gained fraternity status in 1926
and was granted a TKE charter to become
a national fraternity member in 1957. The
Alma College/Phi Phi Alpha active and
alumni have more than 1,000 members.

ALUMNI CONNECTIONS

March 31: Alumni gather at a
reception in Indianapolis, IN

UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS
July 27: Port Huron River Boat Cruise and Dinner
August 10: Midland Family Picnic
August 11: West Michigan Family Picnic
August 24: Scots at Comerica Park
October 8-10: Homecoming 2010

Stay Connected! If you have recently moved to a new
location, had a change in employment and wish to become
involved with the alumni Tartan Club in your region,
simply contact the Alumni Office at 1-800-291-1312 or
alumnihouse@alma.edu for more information.

ALUMNI GREETINGS

L

inkedIn, Facebook, MySpace,
Alma Circle, Yahoo, Google
E-Mail, Twitter. What does
all this technology mean?
For alumni, it means there is more
than one way for you to stay in touch
with the College and other alumni.
Of all the tools, Facebook is one of
the easiest ways to contact fellow
classmates and alumni. When you
indicate in your profile that you are
an Alma College graduate, the technology of LinkedIn and Facebook
will find other AC graduates and
suggest them as friends. Once you
are friends, then you are connected
through the technology.
At Homecoming 2010, Delta Gamma Tau and Sigma Alpha Epsilon
are having an all-fraternity reunion.

New Connections
The organizers used Facebook to
connect with alumni old and new.
By using Facebook and traditional communication, the event
anticipates more than 300 fraternity
members and spouses attending the
reunion event.
LinkedIn is a “professional Facebook” that connects people, job skills
and job openings. LinkedIn provides
ways to connect to other AC graduates in your location or your field of
work. By joining LinkedIn, you may
be able to help alumni who are out of
work connect with a job opportunity.
So, the challenge to you is to connect with alumni. Check out the
technology. Join the Alma Circle,
Facebook and/or LinkedIn. Start
the buzz for your 10-, 20- or 30-

year reunion at Homecoming. Help
alumni who are looking for a job.
Find out about available positions
in an area or specific company. Find
that long lost roommate.
Alma College has a Facebook fan
page for alumni that will send you a
message about events in your area.
But, as always, being an alum is
what you make of it. Don’t just wait
for notice of an event. Seek the event
out or create your own event. Facebook can help you arrange a reunion
both big and small. The tools are
there; we just need the spark from
someone with an idea and a desire to
get alumni together.
— Carolyn Schulz ‘84
President, Alumni Board

www.alma.edu
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1939 Jean Bird Meyer ’39 says Alma

was the best thing ever to happen to her. It
made her what she is today.

1946 Gerald Coughlin ’46 attended

the 100th anniversary celebration of Harvard Business School as an alumnus. He
met Abraham Zaleznick ’45, who had a
distinguished career as a Harvard faculty
member. They were both with the Navy
V-12 at Alma College where they received
an outstanding education.

1950

George Anderson ’50 enjoyed the
Rhine, the great river of Europe, in March.

1951 Charles Williams ’51 looks for-

ward to the Big DGT Reunion in October
2010. The Sudan Lost Boys Medical Clinic
he worked on in 2007 has been a fantastic
success. In between two knee replacements,
he and his wife vacationed in Mexico to
birdwatch, and hike beach and mountain
trails. He planned to birdwatch in Belize in
February 2010.

1952 Jean MacMillan Bradley ’52

joined with Mark and Cory McElwee on a
mission trip to Sunset Gap, TN. Service to
others is not determined by age.

1953

Dolores Metcalfe Peck ’53 still
teaches music and plays in a chamber

orchestra. She thinks often of her happy
memories at Alma. • Richard Wylie ’53
and Joan Horn Wylie ’56 had a great time
with Dr. Tracy at the gathering in Sacramento. They continue to be involved with
church activities.

1954

Jane Kersten Butters ’54 traveled
to Springfield, MA, with friend Frank Elia
as a companion. Another grandchild just
graduated from college. • Gene Schnelz
’54 retired in July 2007 as a circuit judge
for the State of Michigan after 33 years. He
became counsel in his son Kurt’s firm of
Schnelz Wells PC located in Birmingham
where he does mediation and arbitration.
He and his wife, Betty, spend time between
their homes in Novi and on Lake Huron in
Harrisville. They also enjoy traveling, and
while on a trip to Germany, were able to
trace his family back to 1672.

1955 Dennis Stolz ’55 unexpectedly

center in Livonia. Gordie and his son Mark,
former Phillie All-Star, give pro baseball lessons at the Batter’s Box in Westland.

1957

Karen Human Stadler ’57 is satisfied with her retired status but still wonders
what she wants to be when she grows up.

1958

Judy Juillerd Raithel ’58 retired
two years ago from the Long Beach, CA,
school district, where she and her husband
were administrators. Their daughter is
an attorney, graduated from Oxford and
NYU Law School. Their son is a teacher in
Scottsdale, AZ.

1959

Lauralee Shaft Barton ’59 enjoyed reconnecting at homecoming. • Ethel
Smith Leichti ’59 retired and moved to the
Chicago area. She is a full-time nanny to
her 3-year-old and 6-month-old grandchildren. • Ruth Hawley Ulrich ’59 enjoyed
being on campus for her 50th reunion and
seeing so many old friends.

met six 1970s era track alumni gathered
in Midland. The former head football and
track coach met the alumni during their
Thanksgiving-time gathering to share tales
and a meal.

Tom Glover ’60 retired and lives
in Holland.

1956

1961 Lyndon Salathiel ’61 officially

Eugene Pattison ’56 lives at
Masonic Pathways and is in remission from
cervical lymphoma (not cerebral lymphoma).
• Gordie Rutherford ’56 completed 31 years
as co-director of an award-winning learning

1960

retired but teaches adult education classes
at Northwestern Michigan College in Traverse City and enjoys his grandchildren.

ALUMNI BRIEFS

Teacher gains national certification
Steven Kelly ’90, a teacher at St. Louis (Mich.) High School, and Karen Bell Hasler ’78, a fifth grade teacher in
Birmingham Public Schools, have recently achieved national board certification. Kelly is one of only 14 national
board certified teachers in the area of mathematics in Michigan, while Hasler was certified for middle childhood
ages 7-13. National board certification is a voluntary assessment program designed to identify great teachers
and make them better. While state licensing systems set basic requirements to reach in each state, national
board certified teachers have demonstrated advanced teaching knowledge, skills and practice successfully.
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1962 Jeri Lou Zettle Maus ’62 and

Mike Maus ’63 will travel to Sibin, Romania, on a two-month volunteer assignment
in summer 2010. • Judith Smith Oakes ’62
has 2- and 3-year-old granddaughters and
a 1-year-old grandson. She enjoys being
a grandmother. • Warren Slodowske ’62
now lives in Toronto, does some consulting,
and once again won two fantasy football
championships.

1963 Jody Riddick ’63 finished her

one-year mission for her church in Salt
Lake City, UT. She doesn’t like the cold
and says it is a joy to be in Florida. • Dave
Stoller ’63 still tries cases in his 42nd year as
a lawyer, and Janet Lincoln Stoller ’64 has
been retired since October 2008.

1964 Ann Jeffries Johnson ’64 and

Timothy Johnson ’64 announce the July
2009 marriage of daughter, Kristen, to David Stelle in a beautiful outdoor ceremony
on the banks of the Clark Fork River near
Missoula, MT. This is where they now live.

1965

Roger Kapp ’65 completed his
seventh mission trip in the former Soviet
country of Ukraine in June 2009 working
in the city of Chutava in the Poltava region
of northeast Ukraine. He went with 35
members from West Huntsville Baptist
Church. They will purchase and renovate

a building for a congregation to use as a
church meeting location. • Gertrud Humbert Williams ’65 had a stroke six months
ago and was incapacitated during that time.
However, due to the efforts of the caring
center where she has been living and of her
family, including her grandchildren, she
is well on the road to recovery. “We are so
fortunate to be living in Australia!”

and son train and show horses and coach
young aspiring equestrians.

1969 Don Tobias ’69 is executive

1966 Gary Heinlein ’66 is an edito-

director of Cornell University Research
and Extension Office in New York City
and associate professor of policy analysis.
He is working on three National Institutes
of Health projects. Don lives on the Upper
West Side of New York and enjoys all the
theater he can squeeze in.

1967 Kate Larsen ’67 teaches middle

Hilary Goerge ’70 retired from
the State of Michigan Office of the Auditor General. His wife is still working. He
continues to practice his throwing as part of
the Senior Olympics and USA Track and
Field Masters Track programs. He won
a national championship in the shot put,
silver medals in the hammer and weight
throw, and a bronze medal in the discus.

rial writer for the Detroit News based in
Lansing. He writes about government
and politics. • James Paris ’66 retired two
years ago from the Michigan Department
of Education, Office of Special Education.
Frances retires in July 2010, and they begin
the rest of their lives in Horton Bay sailing,
skiing, hiking, reading and traveling.

school in Ventura, CA. She enjoys her two
grandchildren and cabin in the N.C. mountains. • Janice Shanahan ’67 moved to a
new home in Sanford in summer 2009. She
also moved her winter home from November to April back to Gulf Shores, AL.

1968

Greer Corlew Baker ’68 accepted
the position of Deputy Director, Bureau
of Commercial Services, Michigan Department of Energy Labor and Economic
Growth, in October 2009. • Don Baese ’68

ALUMNI
CO N N EC T I O N S
The first Pacific Northwest
Homecoming on Sept. 19, 2009
was a “great success.” Top row,
from left: Nick McClure ’88,
Cheryl Reibling McClure ’89,
daughter Mallory McClure,
Kimmy Hajek, David Hajek
’87, Angela Thompson Stover
’97, Matt Stover, Emily Kidd,
Ryan Kidd ’97. Front row,
from left: Spencer McClure,
Daisy Hajek and Darla Hajek.

1970

1971

Tom Blodgett ’71 recently retired.
With the extra time he sleeps well and has
a new golden retriever puppy, Midas, to
keep him busy. • Linda Evans Deemie ’71
retired in July 2009 after 36 years as a special
librarian and 26 years in the federal government. Linda and husband have fun roaming
the U.S. to decide where to live after Robert
retires. • Michael Delp ’71 has a new book
of short stories coming out in April, As If
We Were Prey. Published by WSU Press, it
is available for pre-order on Amazon.com.
His wife recently sold her business and is
semi-retired. His daughter, Jaime, 27, is in
the MFA Creative Writing Program at the
University of Michigan. Michael spends every day of the summer at the Reeling Waters
Lodge on the Boardman River near Traverse
City. • Dave Thomen ’71 still is a government civilian worker for the U.S. Army. His
daughter Katie, a captain in the Army, just
returned safely after a year’s deployment in
Iraq. The whole family was home for the
holidays. • Don Yehle ’71 announces the
marriage of his daughter, Sarah Yehle, to
Benjamin Keid in spring 2009. His younger
daughter, Kathleen Yehle, is a sophomore at
Purdue University.
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1972 Jim Bluegerman ’72 will have

products from his companies at the U.S.
Open and British Open Championships. He and his brother Ed ’70 will be
in Pebble Beach in July for the Open. •
Wendy Waldron Gould ’72 announces
the August 2009 birth of her fifth grandchild, Seth Charles. • Jeff Johnson ’72 is
six months into a long run of Disney’s
The Lion King at Mandalay Bay Resort
in Las Vegas. • Craig Wesley ’72 has
been appointed chief international officer
at the State University of New York at
Delhi. Craig also serves as dean of enrollment services providing leadership for
the offices of admission, financial aid,
records and registration, and institutional research.

ALUMNI BRIEFS

Top teacher builds
railroad car
Heidi Caestecker ’81, a San
Juan Capistrano secondgrade teacher, was named
Teacher of the Year recently at
Ambuehl Elementary School
in California. “As a child and
young adult, I was privileged
to have some amazing
teachers who instilled in
me a love of reading and
learning,” said Caestecker
in a story that appeared in
the Orange County Register
News in Santa Ana, Calif. “I
have always wanted to share
that gift with young people.”
In her spare time, she and
her family recently finished a
12-year-long restoration of a
1956-built Budd dome railroad
car, the Silver Splendor.
They have numerous trips
scheduled from Los Angeles to
San Diego, Portland, Chicago
and Washington, D.C.
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1973

Elizabeth Harbeck Voshel ’73
was promoted in September 2009 to associate clinical professor, School of Social
Work, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. • Jerry Wasen ’73 and Kathy Kean
Wasen ’73 announce Jerry’s employment
as president of First Michigan Bank.
They enjoy their five grandchildren ages
18 months to 7 years.

1974 Lynnea Rabideau Matthews

’74 reports that her husband passed away
from cancer on Jan. 28, 2010. As an excellent businessman, he taught her well
to run Matthews Pickle Co.

1975 Sandra Paine Koch ’75 is

teaching student teachers and undergraduates at Central Michigan University. She is awaiting the birth of her
ninth grandchild.

1976 Edward Kain ’76 expressed

an absolute pleasure teaching in Southwestern University’s London semester
fall 2009, his fourth time in the past
two decades.

1977

Jeanne Alexander ’77 lives
in the mountains in southern Utah in
a town with a population of 850. “And
you thought Alma was small!” Jeanne
is a clinical therapist at a ranch program
for troubled teens where she had to
learn to ride bareback.

1978

Valentina Hanson Fleet ’78 and
Mark Fleet ’81 report that Mark is the
building official for the city of Grand Rapids. Val teaches at Creston High School.
They have four children: Ben, who is married to Brittany; Stacy, who will finish her
degree at Moody Bible Institute in Chicago
and is married to Mike Eastway; Alex, who
is a junior at Trine University in Angola,
IN; and Erin, who graduates from Lowell
High School in June. • Steve Hasler ’78 is
in his third year as a girls’ varsity basketball
coach for Birmingham Seaholm. • Carolyn
Fisher Lynett ’78 reports that her oldest son
graduates from MSU in December with
a degree in civil engineering. Her second
son is a junior at MSU, and her daughter is
a freshman at WMU. Carolyn works and
teaches classes at a yarn shop in Dearborn. • Cynthia Moore ’78 was appointed
practice department manager at Dickinson
Wright PLLC. An attorney in the firm’s
Bloomfield Hills office, Cynthia is responsible for the firm’s tax, estate planning, employee benefits, health care, immigration,
gaming and Indian law practice. • Tim
Tilma ’78 was awarded the PGA Carolinas
Section’s Bill Strausbaugh Award for his
contributions to the game and business of
golf through the mentoring of PGA professionals and the furtherance of their careers.
He is a PGA professional at Sandpiper Bay
Golf and Country Club, Sunset Beach, NC.

1979 Deborah Grossett ’79 received

the AAIDD Texas Chapter 2009 Knowledge Award for Excellence in Education or Research based on significant
contributions to the dissemination of
knowledge in the field of intellectual
and developmental disabilities through
education and research. She is the director
of Behavioral Services at the Center and
an adjunct professor at the University of
Houston. • Kurt Schnelz ’79 is president
of the Oakland County Bar Association,
the largest volunteer bar association in the
state. He has his offices in Birmingham
as principal in the firm of Schnelz Wells
PC. He has been active in the State Bar of
Michigan, serving as chair of the Student
Law Section, the Young Lawyers Section
and the State Bar for 15 years. He has been
elected by a vote of lawyers as one of the
Best Lawyers in America, Best Lawyers
in Metro Detroit Area and the National

Bar Registry of Preeminent Lawyers. •
J Michael Southerland ’79 recently was
recognized for having recovered the ninth
largest verdict in Michigan in 2009, $3.8
million in Livingston County. He maintains his practice of complicated business
planning and litigation in Plymouth. He
resides in Plymouth Township with his
wife, Colleen, and his children, Christian,
Evan and Grace. • Mark Wilde ’79 was
named the top stock picker in his sector by
Financial Times/Reuler 2009 Survey. He
has been named to the Institutional Investor All-America Team.

1983 David Powers ’83 is U.S. co-chair
of the 20-member, binational Public Interest
Advisory Group that advises the International Upper Great Lakes Study on issues of
communications and outreach to the public.

1984 Elizabeth Miron Black ’84

receives her master’s degree in counseling from Western Michigan University in
April. • Rick Glasser ’84 has joined izzy+,
a Spring Lake-based office and educational
furniture business, as vice president of
marketing and product management. • Leanne Ince Hinz ’84 enjoyed her 25th Alma
reunion. “It was a blast! It was good to see
everyone there.”

1985 Keith Ferguson ’85 teaches

green construction remodeling at Grand
Rapids Community College. He is finishing his MBA from WMU and has been
accepted at Kennesaw State in Georgia
to pursue his doctorate in marketing.

Maureen Phillips ’86 is a financial analyst
at Charter Communications. She has two
daughters, Lauren and Delainey. Lauren
is considering Alma College. “Could Pizza
Sam’s for the next four years be in our future?” • Donald Worm ’85 announces his
appointment as the senior dental executive
at the Naval Clinic Annapolis, on board
the campus of the U.S. Naval Academy in
Annapolis, MD. He has three-year orders
in this new job.

1986

Paul Kurtzhals ’86 planned the
TKE House Fire 25th Anniversary Reunion. The event took place March 6, 2010,
at Alma College.

1987 Dave Hajek ’87 is proud to be

a part of the first Pacific Northwest Alma
Alumni get-together. They organized and
planned Pacific Northwest Homecoming
2009. Hajek says it was great and they plan
to do it again.

1988

Big brothers Benjamin and
Jacob Lober, ages 6 and 2 respectively,
announce the birth of their baby sister,
Paige Demerise Lober, born Jan. 26, 2010
to Julie Miller Lober ’88 and husband
Mike. The family lives in Traverse City.
E-mail: jmillerlober@sbcglobal.net. •
Amy Miller Newton ’88 and George
Sicken ’87 have been teaching together
at Lamphere High School in Madison
Heights for the past 10 years. They promote Alma whenever possible, including
College T-Shirt Day. They enjoy teaching
science and mathematics, respectively.

1989

Meg Fowler Kitson ’89 announces her induction into the Michigan Amateur Softball Association Hall of Fame,
class of 2009, in Midland. • Curt Moultine
’89 and a group of Alma alumni, Mike
Friar ’89, Bill Weise ’89 and Paul Grange
’91, were winners of the annual City of Flat
Rock 40-and-over Basketball Tournament.

1990

Sarah Vogel McCully ’90 and
John announce the Jan. 1, 2010, birth of
their daughter Jensen Sophia Noelle. She
was welcomed by her three brothers and
four sisters.

1991 Keith Brodie ’91 has been elected

a partner at Barnes & Thornburg LLP in
Grand Rapids. He concentrates his practice
on labor and employment law. • Todd
Klesert ’91 announces his July 11, 2009,
marriage to Jennifer Chao in Pasadena,
CA. Both will be practicing retina surgeons
at University of Washington in Seattle and
a member of the faculty at the University
of Washington Medical School. • Dale
Price ’91 and Heather Moffat Price ’93 announce the Oct. 14, 2009, birth of Elizabeth
Christina. She joins Madeline, 8, Dale III,
7, Rachel, 5, and Louis, 2. • Melissa Weber
’91 recently moved to Castle Rock, CO, to
live closer to and help her newly bereaved
brother and his toddler son. “Anyone
looking to buy a house in Warren? Please?
Would love to hear from alumni in the
area.” E-mail: mjpeanut26@yahoo.com.

1992 Dennis Polsgrove ’92 and Jodi

Kurkiewicz Polsgrove ’92 announce the Dec.

A LU M N I CO N N EC T I O N S
Former Africa Fellows Edward Garrison ’68 and Tom Auer
‘66 renew their acquaintance at Homecoming last fall at
the second floor atrium in the Swanson Academic Center
named in memory of Jerry Smith ’65, Alma’s first Africa
Fellow. “To me, the spirit of Jerry literally glows in warmth
from within the bronze plaque while Tom and I were sitting
there, sharing, as it were, in the warmth of our collective
presence,” wrote Garrison.
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12, 2009, birth of Benjamin Thomas Polsgrove. Big brother Jacob, 2, is very excited.

1993 Jessie Mlotha ’93 is a dental sur-

geon at Kamuzu Hospital in Malawi, Africa.

1994 Melissa Roberts Haswell ’94

finished a second master’s degree in conservation biology in 2006. She is a full-time
faculty member at Davenport University
while working on a doctorate in educational leadership at Central Michigan University. “I would like to hear from old friends
(Danielle & Salena)!” • Teri McDowell Ott
’94 announces the May 6, 2009, birth of her
daughter, Ella Grace Ott.

1995

Sean Gladwish ’95 and Lynn
Ostroski Gladwish ’95 welcomed their
first child, Chase Michael Gladwish, on
September 22, 2009.

1996 Jennifer Niederhauser Lenge-

mann ’96 and her husband, Alex, announce
the Dec. 8, 2008, birth of Levi John. • Holly
Little ’96 welcomed Liam, 6, to the family
Feb. 27, 2009. • Brian Rush ’96 has joined
the law firm of Joseph T. Barberi P.C. in
Mt. Pleasant. Prior to joining the firm,

Rush served in the U.S. Army and was a
Judge Advocate with the Judge Advocate General’s office. • Steve Wisinski
’96 enters into the ShindelRock partnership effective Jan. 1, 2010. He is a CPA at
the Novi-based accounting firm where
he is responsible for client administration
and firm development.

1997 Chad Milletics ’97 and wife,

Mary Ann, announce the Jan. 28, 2010,
birth of their son, Wyatt Dean Milletics.

1998

Eric Reed ’98 and Beth
Knapp-Reed ’98 announce the June 2008
birth of Sydney Joyce. The family lives in
Philadelphia.

1999 Scott Nemec ’99 and Nikki

Schrems Nemec ’01 announce the April
21, 2009, birth of son, Lukas Scott. “Big
sister, Olivia, is in love with the new
addition to the Nemec family. She starts
kindergarten in the fall. Go Scots!”

2000

Scott Hill ’00 was selected
to be a partner with the Michigan law
firm Varnum. He represents clients
in business matters, including plan-

ning, counseling, mergers, acquisitions,
divestitures and joint ventures. • Missy
Lewis ’00 starts her position in July as an
assistant professor of communication at
Saginaw Valley State University. • Kelly
McDonald-Horne ’00 married Jody Horne
on Jan. 3, 2009. They live in Sterling
Heights. Kelly teaches and coaches varsity
basketball at Clawson High School. Her
husband is a police officer in Clawson.

2002 Mary Evans Jacobsen ’02 and

husband, Mark, announce the Dec. 26, 2009,
birth of their daughter, Madelynn Marie.
She was welcomed home by her sister, Alison, 2. • Amanda Chappel Kuzak ’02 and
her husband, Chris, relocated to Mountain
View, CA, and enjoy the sunshine. Chris
works for Google, and Amanda owns her
own organizing business, Kuzak’s Closet.
www.kuzakscloset.com and http://blog.
kuzakscloset.com • Matthew Piper ’02
received his doctor of optometry degree in
June 2006 from The Ohio State University.
Matthew married Julie Piper on July 1, 2006,
at Atwood Lake Resort.

2004 Laura Waligore Kondrat ’04

married James Kondrat on Dec. 30, 2006,
and welcomed a baby girl, Ella Marie,

NEW CONNECTIONS

ALUMNI CONNECTIONS

Do you “Like” Alma
College? Then be sure to
visit us on Facebook and
show your Alma pride
by clicking the “Like”
button.

March 23: North Carolina
alumni gather for a
reception in Cary, N.C.
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on April 13, 2009. They live in Arizona
working for the government and love the
weather. • Elizabeth Smith ’04 recently
passed her preliminary oral exam putting
her a step closer to obtaining a Ph.D. in
physics from the University of Minnesota.

2005

Michelle Bolen Spies ’05 married Ryan Spies on July 26, 2009. The wedding party included Courtney Carroll ’05
and Lindsey Bush ’01. Michelle accepted
a position as the new technology/team
teacher at Bishop Baraga Catholic School
in Cheboygan. • Jacqueline Winnell ’05
announces her Jan. 23, 2010, marriage to
Nicholas Jamen.

2006

Brad Boughner ’06 and Sol
Cortez Boughner ’06 announce the Oct. 1,
2009, birth of their daughter, Ana Isabel.
Brad and Sol married on August 23, 2008,
and live in El Paso, TX. Sol graduated
from Valparaiso University School of Law
in May 2008. She is an attorney, and Brad
works for Compass Bank.

2007 Emily Reagan Earnest ’07

graduated in December 2009 with a master’s degree in government from Regent
University in Virginia.

2008

Colleen O’Toole ’08 recently
completed her second 10 months of service
with Americorps NCCC. After completing 2,800 hours of service this term, she
received the Presidential Lifetime Service
Award for giving 4,800 hours of service to
the U.S. She is seeking employment in the
non-profit sector. • Emily Smith ’08 teaches
in Gwinnett County, GA, and is a full-time
graduate student.

2009 Devon Anthony ’09 became

a recruiter and marketing coordinator at
Northwestern Mutual in Mt. Pleasant with
Jim Goodrich ’70 in July 2009. She joined
the Alma College Alumni Board and also
volunteers with the Mt. Pleasant Downtown Business Association, the League of
Women Voters, Junior Achievement and
the Mt. Pleasant Pacer Swim Team.

ALUMNI BRIEFS

Director praised in print
Quintessa Duffield Gallinat ’00 directed the play The Lady with
All the Answers at the Tipping Point Theatre in Northville, Mich.,
in February. The play, which portrays advice columnist Ann
Landers in a one-woman show, received rave media reviews.
According to a review in the Detroit Free Press, “Director
Quintessa Gallinat and her behind-the-scenes crew have staged
an elegant production. … I have rarely felt so at home in a
theater.”

Grad named dean at CMU
Physician Ernest L. Yoder ’74 was named the founding dean
of the College of Medicine at Central Michigan University. A
fellow of the American College of Physicians, Yoder was the vice
president of medical education and research at St. John Health
and Ascension Health in Michigan, and is a clinical professor
of medicine at the Wayne State University Medical School.
In addition to his undergraduate degree at Alma, Yoder’s
education includes a Ph.D. in education from Wayne State and
an M.D. degree from the Wayne State University Medical School.

Godefroidt named Forsythe winner
Rudy Godefroidt ’73, superintendent of Hemlock Public Schools,
was one of two 2010 recipients of the Michigan High School
Athletic Association’s Charles E. Forsythe Award for outstanding
contributions to interscholastic athletics. The former high
school principal and cross country and track and field coach is
now in his 34th year as an MHSAA registered official. He has
earned numerous service awards from the Association of Track
Officials of Michigan.
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In memoriam
ARTHUR L. “ART” SMITH

Arthur L. “Art” Smith loved to coach. At one time he
coached all sports, but his favorite was golf, which he
loved to play as well.
The beloved 1938 graduate and professor emeritus
of physical education died Feb. 24, 2010 at Masonic
Pathways in Alma at the age of 94. He left a lifetime
legacy as a teacher and coach whose contributions
to his alma mater made it possible for hundreds of
students to attend college.
He was an active student at Alma College and was
coaching upon graduation when he met the love of
his life, Carra Jones. They were married in 1942 at the
Midland Memorial Presbyterian Church. Together
they left the area while Art served his country during
WWII. Art was also active in serving his country
during the Korean War efforts.
Art was director of athletics at Alma from 1956
through 1964. He was inducted into the Alma College
Hall of Fame in 1985 for his coaching service.
Art and Carra’s contributions include the renovation
of the Smith Alumni House and the Carra Jones Smith
scholarship, which was established in 2002 as a 60th
anniversary gift from Art. In 2003 the Smith Challenge
was established to increase alumni donations to the
College. In 2004, Carra generously founded the Art
Smith Endowed Fund to continue the annual Art
Smith Alumni Award. Art and Carra were honored
with the George Hebert Distinguished Service Award
in 2004 for their support of Alma College.
Art taught and coached at numerous schools
throughout his career, including Constantine High
School, Lake Orion High School, Boise High School,
University of Idaho and Whitworth College in
Spokane, Washington.
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in memoriam
Mrs. Helen Benson Pruyne ’28, formerly of
Ithaca, died March 9, 2010, in Midland at age
103. She attended Ithaca High School, then
majored in chemistry and biology when graduating from Alma College. Mrs. Pruyne taught in
the Saginaw Intermediate School District for
many years, retiring in 1972. She was an avid
reader and card player and loved college football. She and her husband enjoyed traveling and
resided in Texas for 12 years. She was an active
member of King’s Daughters and Sons as well as
the Memorial Presbyterian Church in Midland
where she served as an elder and in many church
groups. In July 2006, she celebrated her 100th
birthday, and Alma College friends were there to
honor her. Mrs. Pruyne recalled living through
the Depression years when times were hard; they
learned the value of a dollar and had to stretch
their pennies. Her first teaching salary in 1929
was $1,250 a year. Among her survivors are a
son, a daughter, son-in-law, 11 grandchildren
and 19 great-grandchildren. She was predeceased by her husband, Wilmot “Bill” Pruyne ’27
in 1982; her daughter, JoAnn Pruyne Schaberg
’54 in February 2010; her brother and a sister.
Mr. Arthur L. “Art” Smith ’38, professor emeritus of physical education 1956-78, died Feb. 24,
2010, in Alma at age 94. Mr. Smith was a wellknown mentor, coach and athletic director at
Alma College and was inducted into the Alma
College Hall of Fame in 1985. Art and his late
wife, Carra Jones Smith ’42, generously supported Alma College in many ways over the years.
The Smith Alumni House on campus is named
in their honor, and they received the Hebert
Distinguished Service Award in 2004, to name a
few accomplishments. Among his survivors are
three children, including Karen Smith ’66, plus
several grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Mrs. Betty Dick Breidenbach ’42 died Jan. 18, 2008,
in West Bloomfield at age 87. She was predeceased
by her husband, Victor Breidenbach, in 2006.
Rev. C. Sheldon Hastings ’42, retired
Presbyterian minister, died Feb. 4, 2010, at
age 90. Rev. Hastings was born in Detroit and
graduated from Alma College and Princeton
Theological Seminary. He served as pastor of
many Presbyterian churches in Michigan and
Ohio as well as in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.
Most recently, he was associate minister at the
First Presbyterian Church of Barberton, Ohio.
Rev. Hastings had been an active member of
the Ottawa Branch of the Canadian Authors
Association and published poetry and devotional
material. He is survived by a son, a daughter and
two grandchildren; he is predeceased by his wife
of 62 years, Betty, in 2008 and his brother, Rev.
Dr. Wendling H. Hastings ’38, in 1983.
Mr. James Preston “Butch” Delavan ’43, formerly
of Alma, died Jan. 22, 2010, in Gulf Shores, Ala.,
at age 88. Mr. Delavan served in the U.S. Army

during WWII. He retired from the U.S. Postal
Service in Alma and moved to Gulf Shores,
Alabama, where he worked at Gulf State Park
at the Old Pier for several years. His survivors
include two daughters; a son; five grandchildren;
10 great-grandchildren; one great-great-grandson;
a niece; a sister-in-law, Bernice Kemler Delavan
’32; and a nephew, James W. Delavan ’61, former trustee 1989-2005. He was predeceased by
his wife; two sisters; and two brothers, John W.
Delavan ’29 and Fred L. Delavan ’36.
Mr. William “Bill” S. Ellis ’45, formerly of
Detroit, died Feb. 23, 2010, in Ft. Lauderdale,
Fla., at age 83. Mr. Ellis was part of a Naval
Training V-12program at Alma College and
later graduated from the University of Michigan.
He formed his own tower construction company,
Ellis Tower, which he located in Ft. Lauderdale
in the late 1950s. He is survived by his wife, five
children, nine grandchildren and a brother.
Rev. William A. Bowen ’46, formerly of Royal
Oak, died Jan. 19, 2010, in Monroe at age 84. A
graduate of McCormick Theological Seminary,
he served in the U.S. Navy from July 1, 1943,
to Nov. 15, 1945. In addition to serving many
organizations, Rev. Bowen was the Alma
College Representative to the Maumee Valley
Presbytery, Council of Churches, Maumee Valley
Presbytery and was a volunteer with Mercy
Memorial Hospice. He was pastor at Immanuel
Presbyterian Church, Milwaukee, Wis.; First
Presbyterian Church, Loveland, Ohio; Walnut
Hills First Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati,
Ohio (where he taught New Testament
Literature at University of Cincinnati); First
Presbyterian Church, Hamilton, Ohio; First
Presbyterian Church, Sturgis, Mich.; St. Thomas
Community Presbyterian Church, Utica, Mich.;
First Presbyterian Church, Omro, Wis.; and
First Presbyterian Church, Monroe, Mich. from
which he retired in 1991. Among his survivors
are his wife, Roberta; three daughters, including
Emily Bowen Sears ‘93; two sons, David Bowen
’73 and Phillip Bowen ’91; and five grandchildren. He was predeceased by a son, a sister, and
a brother Ronald Bowen ’38.
Mrs. Wilma Brue Porto ’48, formerly of
Breckenridge and Fruitport, died Oct. 10, 2008,
in Ocala, Fla., at age 84. Mrs. Porto was a teacher
for more than 26 years in the Muskegon schools.
She moved to Ocala in 1986 from Fruitport.
She was a member of the Retired Teachers
Association. Mrs. Porto loved playing bridge,
reading, bowling, cooking and collecting recipes.
She supported the performing arts and various
music programs at Alma College. She predeceased her husband of 52 years, Philip Porto,
who died Oct. 4, 2009, in Ocala.
Mr. Wynne R. Clack ’49, formerly of Alma, died
Dec. 9, 2009, in Clawson at age 84. He was a
Seaman First Class in the U.S. Navy from 194346, serving with the Seventh Fleet, South Pacific
Theater. He was awarded the American Area
Ribbon, Philippine Liberation Ribbon, Victory
Ribbon and three Battle Stars. Mr. Clack was

a teacher with Van Dyke Public Schools from
1955-80. He was a member of the Zion Christian
Church in Clawson. Among his special interests
were story-telling, photography, spending time
with family and sharing his Christian faith.
Among his many survivors are his wife, Bonnie
Steel Clack; one son and three daughters; eight
grandchildren and three great-granddaughters.
He was predeceased by his father, Dr. Robert
W. Clack (faculty 1924-54; former registrar and
professor of mathematics and astronomy) and
mother, Edith; former wife, Barbara Lull Clack
Smith ’47; siblings and spouses, Connie Clack
Fisher ’36; Dr. K.D. Gordon Clack ’35 and Spray
Dehnke Clack ’35; Hugh “Lee” Clack ’42 and
Ann Carter Clack ’43; R.W. Douglas Clack ’39;
and Roderick Clack.
Mrs. Monna Campbell Cosgrove ’50, formerly of
Sandusky, Northville, Petoskey and Bradenton,
Fla., died March 21, 2010, in Harbor Springs at
age 81. Mrs. Cosgrove was a homemaker and former teacher. Her love of children made her especially suited to her role as an elementary school
teacher. Her enjoyment of art helped her to communicate with the children she taught and gave
her a flair for interior decorating. She also enjoyed
knitting and antique collecting. Mrs. Cosgrove
was a devoted wife, mother and grandmother
who always placed her family’s needs before her
own. Among her survivors are her husband,
Merle G. Cosgrove ’50, a son and daughter, four
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
Mr. Paul Richard “Rich” Garrett ’53, formerly
of Clawson and Algonac, died Feb. 6, 2010, in
Arcadia, Fla., at age 82. After serving in the U.S.
Navy, he attended Michigan State University,
then Alma College, graduating with a degree
in education. At Alma, he was captain of his
football team and lettered in football, basketball
and baseball. He was an avid sportsman, playing
golf three times a week until two months before
his death. For 30 years, he taught high school
P.E. and coached varsity football and baseball in
the Algonac School System. Due to his successful career, he was inducted into the Michigan
High School Football Coaches Hall of Fame.
He was a member of the First Baptist Church
in Port Charlotte, Fla. Among his survivors are
two daughters, a son, 12 grandchildren, and five
great-grandchildren. He was predeceased in
death by his wife of 53 years, Joan Garrett.
Mr. Eugene F. Huget, D.D.S., ’53 died Oct.
18, 2009, in Ellicott City, Maryland. He was a
professor emeritus of the dental school at the
University of Tennessee. Among his survivors
are his wife of more than 50 years, Barbara
Wisniewski Huget ’55, four children and their
spouses, and five grandchildren.
Mrs. JoAnn Pruyne Schaberg ’54, formerly of
Grand Rapids, Midland and Harrison, died Feb.
12, 2010, in Lake Wales, Fla., at age 77. Mrs.
Schaberg was a retired teacher from the Midland
Public Schools. She moved to Lake Wales from
Midland in 1990 and volunteered at the Lake
Wales Care Center, enjoyed golfing and read-

www.alma.edu

37

ing, and was an active member of the Good
Shepherd Episcopal Church. She is survived by
her husband, two sons, two daughters, a sister
and brother, and 10 grandchildren. She was
predeceased by her father, Wilmot F. Pruyne ’27,
in 1982; her mother Helen Benson Pruyne ’28
passed away March 9, 2010.
Mr. Robert A. Weiss ’54, formerly from Long
Island, N.Y., died Jan. 8, 2010, in Saginaw at age
82. Mr. Weiss served in the U.S. Navy in WWII
and the Korean War. In addition to Alma
College, he attended Hofstra University in New
York. He was employed by Sherwin-Williams
Corporation as store manager in Saginaw and
additional Michigan cities and in the home office
in Cleveland. He retired with 23 years of service;
later he was employed by D & Y Corporation
in Cleveland. He was a member of the Warren
Avenue Presbyterian Church in Saginaw and
served as elder and deacon. He enjoyed jazz
music, traveling and meeting people. Among his
survivors are his wife, Ruth Phoenix Weiss ’43, a
daughter, two step-children, four grandchildren
(including Kristi Sedgwick Weber ’98) and five
great-grandchildren. He was predeceased by his
first wife, Marie Sedgwick.
Mr. James R. Barson ’58, formerly of Bingham
Farms, died Dec. 29, 2008, in Kissimmee, Fla.,
at age 73. Mr. Barson was an attorney with
Alspector, Sosin, Mittenthal and Barson of
Birmingham, Michigan. Among his survivors
are his wife, four children and a grandson.
Mrs. Shirley Colby Lambert Brooks ’58, formerly of Lowell and Twin Lake, died Jan. 19,
2010, in Muskegon at age 74. Mrs. Brooks was
a retired accountant. In earlier years, she and
her family were active in attending antique car
shows and water skiing club events. She is survived by her husband, two daughters, two stepdaughters, four step-sons, 19 grandchildren and
14 great-grandchildren. She was predeceased by
her first husband, Robert Lambert ’57, in 1971.
Mr. William A. Guy ’67, formerly of Detroit,
died Nov. 18, 2009, in his hometown of Silver
Spring, Md., after being struck by a car while
walking. He was 63. Mr. Guy received his
Master of Philosophy degree from the University
of Wisconsin, Master of Divinity degree from
Princeton Theological Seminary, and Master of
Arts degree in Library Science from Catholic
University in Washington, D.C. He served as
a Presbyterian minister in Otisco, N.Y., and
Pemberville, Ohio. He was the librarian for
Catholic University and prior to retirement,
worked for Reiter’s Scientific and Professional
Books in Washington, D.C.
Ms. Sarah E. Grether ’11, died Feb. 25, 2010, in
Midland due to an auto accident. She was 21.
While at Alma, Ms. Grether studied English literature and political science; she also was involved
with the Center for Responsible Leadership
and served as a resident assistant. In 2009, she
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transferred to Northwood University to pursue a
degree in economics. Among her survivors are her
parents, a sister and grandparents.
Mrs. Irma Skilling Munn Angell, former support staff, died Feb. 19, 2010, in St. Louis at age
93. Mrs. Angell resided in Alma for many years;
in earlier years she lived in the Carson City
area, graduating in 1936 from Carson City High
School. She was a homemaker for 20 years and
business manager for Munn and Skelgas Sales
and Service 1950-58. From 1959-60, she was
one of the first students at the new Northwood
Institute in Alma, studying accounting and business office procedures. She then worked at Alma
College in the business office for approximately
15 years. Among her survivors are two children,
a granddaughter, two brothers and sister-in-law,
Marie Harper Skilling ’53. She was predeceased
in death by two husbands.
Mrs. D. Eleanor Holser Currie, friend and generous supporter, died Dec. 9, 2009, in Midland
at age 86. Mrs. Currie was born in Detroit, then
moved to Midland and was raised there. She
was a candy-striper during WWII. She was an
avid golfer and a longtime member of Midland
Country Club, and lifetime member of Memorial
Presbyterian Church. When in Arizona during the winters, she was a member of Camel
Back Golf Club in Scottsdale. She was married
to Gilbert A. Currie for 55 years until his passing in 1998. Mr. Currie served on the Board of
Trustees from 1970 until 1998 and was declared
a trustee emeritus. He was a partner at the law
firm of Currie & Kendall in Midland. Among
her survivors are two daughters, two sons, three
grandchildren and three sisters. Mrs. Currie
established the Gilbert A. and Eleanor H. Currie
Endowed Scholarship and Currie Student
Research Fund to assist Alma students, and she
planned for Alma College in her estate plans.
Mrs. Vesta L. Barnes Mapes, friend and supporter, died Dec. 10, 2009, in Alma at age 89. Among
her survivors are a daughter, Debra Mapes ’76
(former coach and athletic director at Alma),
two sons and five grandchildren. She was predeceased by her husband, Clifton Mapes, in 1990;
they owned and operated Mapes Hardware in
Alma for 50 years. Mrs. Mapes also worked with
her sons in Martin’s Clothing Store in Alma for
17 years. She was a member of the Alma United
Methodist Church.
Mr. Clell “Shorty” Monroe, friend and retired
employee, died Dec. 10, 2009, in Vestaburg at
age 77. He was employed as a groundskeeper
at Alma College for 26 years, retiring in 1997.
His hobbies included fishing, hunting, camping,
going to jamborees and enjoying his grandchildren. Shorty’s friendliness, hearty laugh, concern
for others and his many fishing tales will long
be remembered by his friends at Alma College.
Among his survivors are his wife, Joanne; a son;
a daughter, Karen Fisk (housekeeper at Alma);
and three grandchildren.

Mrs. Nancy J. Murray, friend and supporter,
died Feb. 10, 2010, in Oxford at age 70. Born
and raised in Illinois, Mrs. Murray attended the
University of Wisconsin and graduated from
North Park University in 1961. She was a devoted wife and mother, avid naturalist, outdoor
sportswoman and world traveler. Mrs. Murray
dedicated 40 years to the advancement of environmental education at Seven Ponds Nature
Center in Dryden, Mich., and volunteered as
assistant naturalist, teacher and member of the
board of trustees. Most recently she served as
the co-chair of the successful capital campaign
to expand the nature center. She was a Master
Gardener, member of the Oxford Garden Club
and an active leader in her church. Among her
survivors are her husband of almost 50 years, Dr.
Roger W. Murray; son Robert ’88 (Alma planned
giving director) and daughter-in-law Lorrie
Murray; two daughters; and four grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her parents and
granddaughter, Hannah Murray. Mrs. Murray
approached all endeavors and challenges in her
life with love, generosity and good humor and
will long be remembered by those who were fortunate to know her.
Mr. Lyle S. Phillips, friend and supporter, formerly of Belding, Battle Creek and Allen Park,
died March 6, 2010, in Fort Myers, Fla., at age
94. Mr. Phillips and his late wife, Audrey, generously supported the Alma Fund over many years
with gifts through their Allen Park Presbyterian
Church in Michigan and through matching gifts
from Ford Motor Company. After working in
many occupations, Mr. Phillips retired as a quality control supervisor for Ford Motor Company.
After the death of his first wife in 1996, he moved
to Florida and remarried. In addition to his family, Mr. Phillips had many interests, from raising
beagles in Battle Creek to driving the church bus
in Allen Park. He was known for his kindness
and ability to fix just about anything. He built
electronic components and was an active ham
radio operator for many years. He bought his
first personal computer at age 81 and kept his
grandchildren entertained with jokes delivered
via e-mail. His accomplishments as a tradesman
were evident in the sailboat he built in the backyard, in the houses he wired and plumbed and in
his extensive workshops. He traveled throughout
the United States, Canada, Mexico and Europe.
He also was a Mason. Among his survivors are his
wife, Thelma, four children, four step-children,
15 grandchildren, three step-grandchildren, 27
great-grandchildren, three great-great-grandchildren and a brother. He was predeceased by his
first wife and a daughter.
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that a gift to the alma fund is an investment that
yields amazing results for Alma students and Alma
College! The alma fund is essential to the College
and supports student scholarships, campus facilities
and classroom equipment. Please consider your gift
to this important annual fund.
Call — 1-800-291-1312
Click — www.alma.edu
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Mail — enclosed post-paid envelope
Please send your tax-deductible gift of any amount by
June 30, 2010 to be included in the 2009-10 fiscal year.
				

Thank you!

Let us hear from yo u!

Alma Accents and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days.
Please use this form to send your news about promotions, honors, appointments,
graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old
Alma College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos. If you would like former classmates to contact you, include your contact information. The content of Alumni News is the responsibility of the editor.
Name: ____________________________________________ Class Year: _________ Maiden Name: ____________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________ Telephone: _______________________

City: ____________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ E-mail: __________________________
Please include my: ___ Address

___ Phone

___E-mail

Alumni notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________		
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Return to: Alumni Relations Director, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599

Alumni notes can also be submitted online at <www.alma.edu/alumni/notes>

www.alma.edu
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The rain held off for a beautiful 2010 Commencement ceremony.

