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Above: Alma students pose for a photo while visiting Machu Picchu in Peru as a part of a Spring Term course.
See pages 8-9 for more Spring Term images. Cover: Art faculty member and professional artist Carrie Anne
Parks-Kirby creates colorful tiles in her studio. One of her newest creations, "Performance," adorns the Eddy
Music Building. For more, see page 13.
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Engaged in writing
No matter the genre, Robert Vivian simply loves to write. The
award-winning English professor and author of poems, novels
and other works says he writes in order to be a model for his
students. “I can’t just talk about writing; I have to live it,” he says.

Comments may be sent to
Mike Silverthorn, Accents
editor, Alma College, 614
W. Superior St., Alma, MI
48801-1599, or via e-mail:
silverthorn@alma.edu.

A natural collaboration:
Teaching and making art
Carrie Anne Parks-Kirby and her students have provided architectural and artistic beauty to Alma’s campus, with more than
seven architectural ceramic tile pieces prominently displayed on
campus facilities. Her latest contribution: “Performance.”
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is published in October,
February and June for alumni,
parents, students and other
friends of the college. This issue can also be found online at:
alma.edu/alumni/accents

Make plans now to enjoy all the traditions of homecoming, from
the parade and football game to department receptions and class
reunions. Where better to reminisce with old friends than at Alma?

Alumni like theatre artistic director James Kuhl ’01, Hall-ofFame Coach Dennis Stolz ’55, educator Kelly Spalding Hall ’90
and Google Analyst Terra Teague Hess ’08 tell how their Alma
Experience impacted their professional success.

Described as “the preeminent social ethicist in North America
today,” author and scholar Gary Dorrien ’74 says, “Alma was
an occasion of grace in my life and the beginning of a very
unlikely career path.”

Smith Distinguished Service Award:
Erika Powers Appelt ’91
An attorney who specializes in environmental law, Erika Powers Appelt ’91 enjoys the BBC show “Sherlock,” following her
son’s baseball games, and promoting her alma mater. “As an
adopted Chicagoan, I’m excited about Alma’s outreach efforts
in the Chicago area.”

www.alma.edu
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PRESIDENT ABERNATHY CAN
BE REACHED SEVERAL WAYS:

abernathyj@alma.edu
facebook.com/almapresident
twitter.com/jeffabernathy
www.alma.edu/about/offices/president
(989) 463-7146

CELEBRATING FACULTY
CREATIVITY AND SCHOLARSHIP
This issue of Accents shines a spotlight on the link between faculty
creativity and teaching excellence. For professors to be great in the
classroom, they must constantly renew themselves, staying abreast
in their fields as scholars and honing their craft.
We profile two of the many Alma faculty
who excel as teachers and scholars alike.
Carrie Anne Parks-Kirby’s amazing
work in tiles and ceramics has beautified
our campus and inspired many students.
Her work is also shown in galleries in
Chicago and New York. Bob Vivian has
developed a national reputation for his
prolific short stories and novels even as
he mentored many classes of budding
authors at Alma.
Our faculty also contribute to our collective knowledge with journal articles
and books that represent months and
years of research in their chosen fields,
often assisted by their students who
experience firsthand the joy of scientific
discovery and creativity. This is “leading by example” at its best.
All Alma faculty who are actively
engaged professionally. Here are just a
few examples:
• Ed Lorenz, inspired by a decade of
involvement with the Pine River
Superfund Citizens Task Force,
examines corporate irresponsibility
and civic engagement in his awardwinning book, Civic Empowerment in
an Age of Corporate Greed.
• Kate Blanchard explores the relationship between religion and sexual
ethics in her recently published
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Lady Parts: Biblical Women and The
Vagina Monologues. Kate also is a
contributing blogger on Huffington
Post on issues related to religion and
religious life.

These are just a few of the many
examples of faculty who engage their
students outside of the classroom. We
will share many more of these stories
in the next several issues.

• Murray Gross, director of the Alma
Symphony Orchestra, is an active
composer whose works have been
recorded on CDs and performed by
major ensembles. This spring, our
Percussion Ensemble performed the
world premiere of one of Gross’ compositions, “John Cage Smiles.”

Alumni are quick to recall their
transformative experiences with
faculty. I look forward to those
stories again this fall as we gather
for Homecoming 2013. I hope to see
you then!

• Biologist Dave Clark was invited
to the Galapagos Islands by British
broadcaster and naturalist Sir David
Attenborough to work as a visiting
scientist on a 3D documentary that
was broadcast earlier this year. Clark’s
robotic lizards assumed a starring role
in the BBC production.

Jeff Abernathy
President

CAMPUS NEWS

STUDENT NEWS

Entrepreneurial competition
rewards student business plans
Mackenzie Smith of Saginaw
and Joshua Spratt of Ada
were the 2013 winners of the
JumpStart Entrepreneurship
Competition. Students from the
campus organization Entrepreneurs in Action helped organize
and structure the competition.
A committee of Alma College
alumni, faculty and students
select the annual winners.
“The students did a great job
and are very excited to implement their business ideas,”
says Tina Rolling, faculty
adviser. “The support not
only includes financial help
with the award, but also with

implementation support from
Entrepreneurs in Action.”
Smith, a graduate of Nouvel
Catholic Central High School in
Saginaw, won $1,000 to promote
her brother’s band, “Daniel,”
using a design that includes a
QR code that can be scanned
and linked to the band’s online
information.
Spratt, a graduate of Lowell High
School, has created “Josh Andrews
Denim,” a company that produces
environmentally sustainable jeans
for men. He plans to use his $1,000
award to create prototypes of his
product, which he will market to
clothing stores.
<<

Left: Joshua Spratt discusses his project with a fellow student.

STUDENT NEWS

National champs! Pipe Band
wins Grade Four U.S. Open title
The Alma College Pipe Band, competing at the Alma Highland
Festival May 25-26, won the Grade Four U.S. Open Pipe Band
Championship. Drew Duncan, co-coordinator of the Highland Arts
Program at Alma and pipe band director, credits hard work, musical
precision and team camaraderie for the award-winning performance.
“The competition was extremely tough,” Duncan says. “The musicians enjoy playing good music, and they really made that extra effort
to practice in the weeks leading up to the Alma Highland Festival.”
In the competition, a team of piping, ensemble and drumming
judges review bands for the musicality of their sections, including
tone, tuning and the ability to play together. Alma College competed against pipe bands from Cleveland and Chicago.

www.alma.edu
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CAMPUS NEWS

NEW CHAPLAIN
JOINS ALMA STAFF
Noel Snyder, an ordained teaching
elder in the Presbyterian Church
(USA), joins the Alma College staff
as director of spiritual life and chaplain. He replaces Carol Gregg, who
accepted a senior pastor position for
The Congregation at Duke University Chapel in Durham, N.C.

Grand marshal:
Kurt Wassenaar
Investor comes home
to revitalize downtown
Alma business district
The historic Alma Opera House—
the 130-year-old, three-story,
55,000-square-foot building on the
corner of State and Superior streets
in Alma — stands tall and proud at
the center of town.
The building, damaged by fire
in 2010, has received extensive
renovations thanks to Virginia
architect and Alma native Kurt
Wassenaar, who has restored its
original detail and quality.
“Having grown up in Alma literally four blocks from the Opera
House, I always admired the beauty of the building and its construction,” says Wassenaar. “It is worth
saving because it is a significant
piece of Michigan history.”
As part of the project, Wassenaar
and Alma College entered into a
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leasing agreement. The building’s
upper levels are being transformed
into residential units for about
50 Alma College students, while
the ground floor will feature
18,000-square-feet of retail space.
Wassenaar was selected as the
grand marshal of the Alma College
2013 homecoming parade as a
salute to his commitment to revitalizing the downtown Alma business
district and his partnership with
Alma College.
“We are excited that Kurt is serving as our grand marshal, not just
because he is truly returning to his
‘Sweet Home’ of Alma, but also because he is creating a new space that
will serve as the Alma College home
for our students,” says Lou Ecken,
director of alumni engagement.
This year’s homecoming theme
celebrates “Sweet Home Alma
College.”
— MIKE SILVERTHORN

See page 15 for more information on
Homecoming 2013 or visit the web:
www.alma.edu/homecoming

Snyder (whose first name is pronounced “Nole”) oversees a campus
religious life environment that
includes worship, study, service and
other activities that honor a diversity
of faith perspectives.
Prior to his Alma assignment, Snyder served as an associate pastor at
First Reformed Church in Oak Harbor, Wash., where he coordinated all
worship and discipleship activities of
a 350-member congregation. He is
pursuing a Ph.D. from Fuller Theological Seminary.

NEW POSITION SUPPORTS
DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION
Denelle Brown, the new director
of diversity and inclusion at Alma
College, oversees programs that support first generation, economically
disadvantaged and other underrepresented students. She comes to Alma
after serving eight years as director
of multicultural student life at the
University of Tennessee.

CAMPUS NEWS
INTERNATIONAL RECRUITER HIRED
Alma College’s increased focus on international student recruitment has
resulted in the hiring of Andrew Davis, a former university registrar
who also has taught American history and culture to Chinese students
in Beijing.
Davis fills a newly created position as assistant director of admissions
for international student recruitment and programs. In addition to
recruitment, Davis will oversee the orientation and support for international students in their adjustment to Alma College.
Prior to his Alma College assignment, Davis served as registrar at
Herzing University in Milwaukee and was a graduate assistant in the
Office of International Affairs at Central Michigan University. He has a
master’s degree in international administration.

“Our aim is to develop a model program for inclusion and diversity on
a small campus,” says Nick Piccolo,
vice president for student life. “Dr.
Brown has the background to lead
us in this area and brings extensive
experience in educationally equity,
campus diversity and the mentoring
of and support for underrepresented
student populations.”
Brown, who has a Ph.D. from the
University of Tennessee, also will collaborate with the Center for Student
Opportunity, Athletics, Residence
Life and other student life sectors as
well as faculty on the planning and
implementation of campus-wide
retention initiatives.

YOU TWEETED:
Dirkus Callahan: Alma gave me the courses and teachers that helped me become the CPA super nerd that I am
today. Special thanks to Prof. Jacques! #PlaidWorks
Paul Nottoli: Alma prepared me to go on and get my
doctorate. It also taught me real men wear (skirts) kilts
#PlaidWorks

WE ASKED:

Can you tell us how
#PlaidWorks for you in
140 characters or less?

Joslyn Potter: #PlaidWorks by putting us ahead of other
students competing for the same programs. I start at my
1st choice school in 25 days!
Josh Sejat: Can’t wait to be up at Alma. They’re gonna
give me the chance to chase my dreams, play lacrosse, &
make new lasting friendships #plaidworks
Tyler Braun: I’ve been able to travel the world and make
life-long friends, all while learning about what I love.
Why? Because #PlaidWorks

www.alma.edu
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SPRING TERM 2013: Spain, England, Germany, China and Peru were among the international destinations for Alma College students during
Spring Term 2013, while domestic sites included Hawaii, Chicago, Key West, New York City, the Saginaw Bay watershed, Lake Superior shoreline and
mid-Michigan schools. “Alma graduates often cite Spring Term courses and the chance to travel and learn side-by-side with their professors among their
most rewarding and memorable Alma experiences,” says Julie Williams, assistant provost.
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SUMMER RESEARCH 2013: One of the most exciting aspects of an Alma education is the opportunity to do meaningful research as an
undergraduate student. Through Alma’s Positive Routes Into Science and Mathematics (PRISM) program, 17 upper-level students completed 10-week
summer research experiences with faculty from the physics/astronomy, biology, environmental science, chemistry and integrative physiology and health
science departments. In addition, more than 30 incoming first-year students participated in a week of scientific research on Alma’s campus.

www.alma.edu
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“I have to be a model
for the students. I can’t
just talk about writing;
I have to live it.”
							 — Robert Vivian
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Leading by
For two Alma faculty,
creativity isn’t just for
the classroom.
ENGAGED IN WRITING

The genre doesn’t matter;
Robert Vivian just loves to write
The prolific works of the Alma College
associate professor of English, novelist, playwright and, recently, aspiring fly fisherman,
are many. They include six books and toomany-to-count short stories, articles, plays,
essays and poems.
The national reviews of his books glow.
“Vivian is a latter-day Faulkner set loose
with no editorial restraints, so there is no
need to suspend your disbelief for this
story,” notes Publishers Weekly in a review of
his 2010 novel Lamb Bright Saviors. “You can
only go along for the brilliantly written ride,
full of sound and fury that signifies little but
moves us intensely.”
Kirkus Reviews, a book review magazine,
writes, “Vivian’s ability to fully inhabit
his characters, to render their voices, their
thoughts, their quirks and fears is flawless.”
His dual passions for
writing and teaching intersect and
combine to create
Vivian’s portfolio.
“People ask me all
the time: How are
you able to write
while you’re teaching?” says Vivian, a member of the Alma
faculty since 2001. “And the way I always
answer is… I have to be a model for the
students. I can’t just talk about writing;
I have to live it. In order to be a good

EXAMPLE
teacher, I have to be actively
engaged in writing myself.

“It’s about speaking from experience,” he says. “If I’m writing,
I feel like I have a lot more to
give students. I feel privileged to
do it. I’m a professional student.
I love having conversations,
exploring and growing, and in
that way the teaching side fuels
the writing side. Alma gives me
great opportunities to experiment and keep learning.”
Vivian’s books include The Mover
of Bones, Lamb Bright Saviors and
Another Burning Kingdom, which

make up his Tall Grass Trilogy.
The geography of Vivian’s native
Nebraska links the trilogy, showcasing his affection for the sweeping vistas and horizons. Another
theme prominent in the novels is
the examination of the American
underclass.

“The novels feature disenfranchised people who are living lives
of desperation and resort to bizarre and questionable means to
try and change that,” says Vivian.
His newest novel, Water and
Abandon, was published in 2012.
(continued on following page)
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(VIVIAN: continued from previous page)

Vivian plans to tap into his newest focal
point — fly fishing — in an upcoming
Spring Term course.
“I’m looking forward to teaching a new
course that will be centered on fly-fishing,”
he says. “The students will be required to fish
on the river and read books about fishing.
“I’m kind of new to fishing myself, and I love
it; it’s a difficult art,” he says. “Michigan is
just gorgeous, and this is a great opportunity
for students to experience the environmental
wonders we have in our own backyard.”
Besides the fly-fishing class, what’s next
for Vivian?
“I’m excited because I’m working on what I
consider a new form — I call them dervish
essays,” he says. “They’re probably closer to
poetry than essays, they sort of whirl.
“I’m also working on a novel, Nebraska’s Son.
It’s about two young boys in the summer of
1977 living with their mother who is subject
to religious trances. It’s kind of a chronicle of
growing up framed within that one summer.
That’s all I can say right now.” n

PUBLISHED WORKS
By Robert Vivian

Water and Abandon,
novel, University of
Nebraska Press, 2012.
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Another Burning Kingdom, novel, Tall Grass
Trilogy, University of
Nebraska Press, 2011

The Least Cricket of
Evening, collection of
essays, nominated for
Pushcart Prize, University of Nebraska
Press, 2011

Lamb Bright Saviors,
novel, Tall Grass
Trilogy, winner of Nebraska Book Award for
Fiction, University of
Nebraska Press, 2010

The Mover of Bones,
novel, Tall Grass
Trilogy, University of
Nebraska Press, 2006

Cold Snap as Yearning,
creative nonfiction,
University of Nebraska Press, 2005

“I think because I went to a
small liberal arts college myself
it seemed natural to me that
one could both teach and be an
artist. Good students care that
their teachers are active in their
fields, and it can be reassuring,
especially for students in the
arts, that professional futures
are out there.”
— Carrie Anne Parks-Kirby

A NATURAL COLLABORATION:
TEACHING AND MAKING ART

“It’s not a split thing for me,”
she says. “Teaching is like making art, and making art always
Carrie Anne Parks-Kirby’s ceramic
gives me ideas for things I want
to share with my students. The
murals adorn campus buildings
teaching side of my life and the
A member of the Alma College art and design art side fuel each other.
faculty since 1982, Carrie Anne Parks-Kirby
brings a wealth of experience in ceramics, 3-D “I think because I went to a
small liberal arts college myself
design, sculpture and drawing.
it seemed natural to me that
Parks-Kirby and her students have transone could both teach and be an
formed Alma’s campus over the course of
artist,” she says. “Good students
her career, with more than seven architeccare that their teachers are active
tural tile pieces prominently displayed on
in their fields, and it can be reascollege facilities.
suring, especially for students in
the arts, that professional futures
One of Parks-Kirby’s latest feats is “Perare out there.”
formance,” a series of four ceramic murals
featured on the façade of the Eddy Music
“Performance” features musiBuilding. This pairing of major art projects cians’ figures that are largely
and the campus itself highlights Parks-Kir- invented, though students often
by’s relationship with teaching and art.
claim to recognize particular in(continued on following page)

www.alma.edu
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(PARKS-KIRBY: continued)

dividuals. A few details are specific, “It’s great that we’ve been able to
including the official Alma College practice public art on campus,” she
tartan in the “bagpipe band” panel. says. “Our students get to actually
“Collaborative public art installations see how things are done, and it isn’t
intimidating.”
are an interesting experience,” says
Parks-Kirby. “One of the students
who had worked on an earlier tile
project was at Alma recently with
her children and had the opportunity
to say, ‘Look! There’s the tile that I
worked on.’ It’s something special.”

“It’s a self-portrait of sorts,” she
says. “For me, art is about asking
Alma College “is rather unique” in questions and not about making
regards to the architectural ceramic objects. Once I’ve finished the work
pieces, says Parks-Kirby. Her stuand answered those questions, I’m
dents often go on to work at schools on to the next project.”
and museums where their tile expe— DANIEL TACK
riences can have an impact.

Carrie Anne Parks-Kirby:

SELECTED RECENT
EXHIBITIONS
>

Fifth International Small Teapot Exhibition, Museum of American Ceramics, Pomona, Calif., 2012 (Honorable
Mention)

>

19th San Angelo National Ceramic
Competition, San Angelo Museum of
Fine Arts, San Angelo, Texas, 2012

>

Feats of Clay XXIV 2011, Lincoln Arts
and Cultural Foundation, Lincoln,
Calif., 2011

>

22nd Annual Teapot Exhibit, Chiaroscuro Gallery, Chicago, Ill.

>

Regional Biennial Sculpture Exhibition, Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture
Museum, Saginaw, Mich., 2010

>

Presenters’ Exhibition, Handmade
Tiles and Mosaics Conference, Edina
Art Center, Minneapolis, Minn., 2009

>

Domesticizing: Interior and Exterior
Relations, Works by Wendy Walgate
and Carrie Anne Parks, Pewabic Pottery, Detroit, 2007

>

Laying the Foundation: American Art
Tile, American Museum of Ceramic
Art, Pomona, Calif., 2005

<<
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During her recent sabbatical leave,
Parks-Kirby completed a series of
ceramic pieces and drawings based
on the Seven Deadly Sins.

Top: Carrie Anne Parks-Kirby leans on a column in front of the Eddy Music Building where
her work has been permanently installed. Each scene is made up of many smaller tiles, as can
be seen in the two detail images above. Photo credit for these images goes to the artist’s sister,
Susan Parks, who visited campus over the summer.

SWEET HOME ALMA COLLEGE
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W E ’ V E PAC K E D O U R S C H E D U L E W I T

ALL THE THINGS YOU LOVE ABOUT ALMA!

Friday, October 4

Saturday, October 5 (cont.)

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Alumni Picnic — Chapel Lawn

11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

11:30 a.m.– 1:00 p.m.

Scholarship Brunch — Tyler-Van Dusen, Heather Room
> For scholarship donors and recipients, by invitation only.

Center for Student Opportunity Open House —
Tyler-Van Dusen, former Jones Auditorium

3:00 – 5:00 p.m. Career Explo — Stone Recreation Center

12:00 – 1:00 p.m.

Alumni Registration — Smith Alumni House

> An opportunity for alumni to talk with students about their
career fields and current organizations in a fair-style format. All student and alumni welcome. Career representatives can register by emailing deyoung@alma.edu.

4:00 – 6:00 p.m.		

50-Year Class of 1963 Reception and Class Photo —
President’s Home

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

50-Year Class of 1963 Dinner —
Tyler-Van Dusen, Heather Room

>		 Kiltie Marching Band performs at 12:45 p.m.

Chapel Open House — Dunning Memorial Chapel
>		 Meet our new Chaplain, Noel Snyder!

12:00 p.m.

Alma Women's Soccer vs. Kalamazoo College — Scotland Yard

1:00 p.m. Pre-game show — Bahlke Field

SPARK Alumni-Student Tent
>		 Includes registration, reunion check-in and kids games

1:30 p.m. 		

Alma College Scots Football vs. Olivet College — Bahlke Field

Additional
Saturday Events:
ATHLETICS GATHERINGS

10:00 a.m.: Softball Alumni game
followed by reception at the East
end of the field
10:30 a.m.: Wrestling Alumni:
Please join us at 9:00 a.m. to run
the Matt Reinke Run followed by
a reception in the Upper Hogan
Lobby at 10:30

6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Pizza Night — Tyler-Van Dusen, Rotunda

2:30 p.m. 		

6:30 p.m. Alma Volleyball vs. Hope College —

4:00 p.m. 			

5:00 p.m.: Men’s Lacrosse Alumni
game – Bahlke Field

4:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.: Alumni Tennis Scrimmage/Gathering – Tennis Courts
(Stone Recreation Center if rainy)

Hogan Center, Art Smith Arena

7:00 p.m.		

Men’s Lacrosse Scrimmage (tentative) — Bahlke Field

8:00 p.m. Percussion Ensemble Concert —
Remick Heritage Center, Presbyterian Hall

Saturday, October 5

Alma Men's Soccer vs. Albion College — Scotland Yard
Post-Game Alumni Reception — Smith Alumni House
Department Receptions — see web site for more information
25-Year Class of 1988 Reception and Photo — President’s Home

5:30 p.m.

Alumni Choir Rehearsal — Remick Heritage Center, Presbyterian Hall

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Alumni Registration — Smith Alumni House

25-Year Class of 1988 Reunion Dinner —
Tyler-Van Dusen, Heather Room

9:00 a.m.			

7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

8:00 a.m. – Noon 		

HAMILTON COMMONS
OPEN HOUSE:
Watch website for information

9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Alumni Awards and Choir Concert —

Remick Heritage Center, Presbyterian Hall
> Distinguished Alumni Award: Gary Dorrien ’74
> George Hebert Award: Gary Stano ’83
> Young Alumni Award: Matthew Krieg ’04
> Smith Distinguished Alumni Award: Erika Powers Appelt ’91

50-Year Class of 1963, Golden Thistle Breakfast —
Tyler-Van Dusen, Commons

Sunday, October 6

9:00 – 11:00 a.m. Opera House Apartment Tours —

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 		

HAVE A QUESTION
ABOUT THE WEEKEND?

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 		

Give us a call at
1-800-291-1312, ext. 2. More
information can also be found
on our web site:
www.alma.edu/homecoming

Matt Reinke 5K Scot Trot — across from Smith Alumni House

9:00 a.m. Kiltie Band Rehearsal — Bahlke Field

> Alumni are invited to join the Kiltie Marching Band to practice for a pre-game performance

downtown, corner of Superior and State Streets

10:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Legacy Student Reception — Remick Heritage Center, Lobby
> Brunch and campus tour for high school children/grandchildren/siblings of alumni

10:05 – 10:15 a.m.

Golden Thistle Photo — Dunning Memorial Chapel Steps

10:30 a.m.			

Alumni Memorial Service — Dunning Memorial Chapel

All-Alumni Breakfast — Tyler-Van Dusen, Heather Room
Tartan Task Force Meeting — Tyler-Van Dusen, Heather Room
> Come discuss current efforts and help us further develop
our regional programming!

11:00 a.m.

		

GREEK RECEPTIONS:
Watch website for information

Worship Service — First Presbyterian Church of Alma

9:00 p.m.

Contemporary Christian Worship — Dunning Memorial Chapel

11:00 a.m. Homecoming Parade — Superior Street
> THEME: Sweet Home Alma College
> Parade Grand Marshal: Kurt Wassenaar

www.alma.edu
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These stories were captured
by Alma College photographer Skip Traynor, who
retired in 2012 after more
than 20 years as a staff member. In his final assignment,
Skip traveled around the
state and nation to document
the professional successes,
engaged citizenship and
service-driven leadership
of Alma College alumni via
interviews and photos.

SCOTS

Since its founding in 1886, Alma
College has influenced students’ values,
priorities, career paths and life choices.
These Alma alumni tell how the Alma
Experience impacted their professional
successes and commitment to engaged
citizenship, service and leadership.

RJ WEBBER ’93
•

Assistant Superintendent, Academic
Services, Novi Community Schools

• Jerry G. Smith Africa Fellow in Nigeria

16
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•

James Madison Fellow

•

Major: History

•

Minors: English and Secondary
Education

GREAT SCOTS

•

Member of the Traverse City Area
Public Schools Board of Education

•

Majors: History, Political Science

•

Barlow Trophy winner

•

Women’s basketball, two-time
All-MIAA

•

1989 MIAA MVP

•

Alma College Athletic Hall of Fame
Class of 2000

•

Big Brothers Big Sisters participant
at Alma

Kelly SPALDING HALL ’90
“I feel like I had a college storybook experience, and Alma gave me
room to grow personally and flower. It challenged me. I traveled overseas for the first time in my life, and I set my sights higher than I ever
thought I could accomplish because my mentors allowed me to. It was
a time for great personal growth and academic searching, questioning
and development. I look back on my days at Alma with great fondness.
For a kid from a small town whose world view was very limited, it
expanded my world to encompass the globe.”

“Service learning at Alma and the
belief that this world is bigger than
any of us came into focus during
my time in Nigeria. I think of my
time there often and what a gift
that Alma gave. That is part of the
wonder of Alma: that social justice
concept. That concept that everybody deserves a voice. That they

found a need at that school in Nigeria, and they made a commitment to
fully fund a student to go there every
year for 30-plus years tells you of the
commitment of the people at Alma.
Everyone understood this life is bigger than any of us and that we have
to give back.”
www.alma.edu
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GREAT SCOTS

“At Alma you are always pushed
and challenged to continuously
reach outside your box and how you
can expand and make the world
better. There are so many people to
guide you. Even as a freshman when
you are so open-minded and curious
to when you start asking the more
serious questions as you get closer to
that graduation day. I look back and
I am so thankful because the experiences I had there weren’t just the
college experiences, but those that
continue to shape my life.”

Teague was
featured in
an ad for the
college in the
U.S. News &
World Report
2007 college
rankings issue.

<<

Terra TEAGUE HESS ’08
• Retail Industry Analyst, Google, Ann Arbor
• Barlow Trophy winner
• Major: Business Administration
• President of Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE)
• Senior Class President
• Member, Center for Responsible Leadership
• Delegate, Model UN Team
• Volunteer: Relay for Life, Big Brothers Big Sisters,

Forgotten Children of Eastern Europe, Habitat for
Humanity, Special Olympics

• Coach: Girls on the Run Mentor Program
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GREAT SCOTS

Dennis STOLZ ’55
“I had two fabulous experiences at Alma College. My
football coach was Lloyd Eaton, who I patterned the rest of
my life after, and I was always impressed with the faculty.
The faculty was very involved with students, and students
were really involved with faculty. That chemistry is what
made us successful academically, and they expected a lot
academically; they still do expect a lot. When I think back
on it, I think about the faculty; I think about my coaches;
I think about the players and all the opportunities I had.
And I think what a fortunate person I was to come to Alma
once and turn around and come back to coach and have two
fabulous experiences.”
• Alma

College Athletic Hall of Fame,
Coach, Class of 1975

• Coached
• Three
• 1967

Alma football 1965-70

MIAA football championships

and 1968 teams went undefeated

• Played
• Head

four years at quarterback for Alma College

coach at Michigan State University

• Head

coach at Bowling Green University, where he won
four MAC Championships and two California Bowls

• Head

coach at San Diego State University with a conference championship in 1986

• Recognized

as Coach of the Year in four conferences

<<

Above: Dennis Stolz coached three MIAA football
championship teams at Alma, including undefeated
teams in 1967 and 1968.

www.alma.edu
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Shannon FINNEGAN ’03
•

Senior Analyst in the Government Accountability Office, Washington, D.C.

•

Member National Philharmonic Chorale

•

POE: Environmental Policy and Public Advocacy

•

Barlow Trophy winner

•

Udall Scholarship

“An Alma education has contributed in three ways to where I am today
in the nation’s capitol working at one of the premier federal agencies: first
in developing me as a leader, secondly, developing me academically, and
thirdly, developing me as a musician.”
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GREAT SCOTS

“The best thing about an Alma education is its emphasis on a liberal arts education. The greatest asset
I obtained is the ability to use my critical thinking
skills. In so many of the jobs and opportunities since
graduation, it was necessary to apply things that I
had learned, but not necessarily in the context that
I had learned them. It is that crossing of academic
boundaries that Alma emphasizes that really helped
me excel in the career path I have chosen. The ability to not fear those areas that are not my specialization came directly from Alma.”

James KUHL ’01
•

Producing Artistic Director,
Tipping Point Theatre, Northville

•

Major: Theatre and Dance

•

2004 Alma College Theatre
and Dance Intern

Mark KONECNY ’85
• Littleton,
• Alma

Col., firefighter

College Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 2000

• Muskegon

Area Sports Hall of Fame Class of 2007

• All-MIAA

football 1982, 1984

• Pizza

Hut All-America 1984

• Only

Scot and first MIAA athlete to play in the National Football League

• Started

pro career with Canadian Football League Toronto Argonauts

• Played

for the Miami Dolphins and the Philadelphia Eagles

“Alma’s liberal arts curriculum prepared me as a young student-athlete for life’s challenges. The intimate setting allowed me to explore and experience more opportunities
than most other colleges. Alma College gave me strength, courage, friendship and a
belief that anything is possible with hard work. I pass on those lessons every day, and I
believe Alma College delivered an education that keeps on giving.”

www.alma.edu
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HOMETOWN:
I grew up in Bay County,
Mich., and Midland.

GARY DORRIEN ’74

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD

G

ary Dorrien ’74, described by colleagues as “the
preeminent social ethicist in North America today”
and “a superstar interpreter of modern religious
thought,” is this year’s recipient of the Distinguished
Alumni Award, which recognizes graduates who bring distinction
to Alma College through their professions, set strong examples
for others, and serve their communities.
The author of 16 books and more than 275 articles that range
across the fields of ethics, social theory, theology, philosophy,
politics and history, Dorrien is the Reinhold Niebuhr Professor
of Social Ethics at Union Theological Seminary and Professor of
Religion at Columbia University.
“Gary contributes profound thoughts and ideas to our world
through his teaching, speaking and writing,” says Carol Hyble,
vice president for advancement. “We are proud of his professional accomplishments and look forward to celebrating his success
during homecoming weekend.”
• His recent book, Kantian Reason and Hegelian Spirit: The Idealistic Logic of Modern Theology, won the PROSE Award from the
Association of American Publishers as the best book of 2012 in
theology and religious studies.
• More than 40 reviewers have described Dorrien’s trilogy, The
Making of American Liberal Theology, as the definitive work
in the field. The Expository Times called it “an endeavor best
described, by all accounts, as magisterial, definitive, and
authoritative.” The Journal of Markets and Morality called it
“monumental, encyclopedic, breathtaking.”
• His book Social Ethics in the Making, a comprehensive interpretation of social ethics as an academic field and a tradition
of public discourse, won the Choice Award as the outstanding
book in ethics of 2009.
• In 2012, Dorrien released The Obama Question: A Progressive
Perspective, which makes a progressive critique of Barack
Obama’s presidency.
An Episcopal priest, Dorrien was previously the Parfet Distinguished Professor at Kalamazoo College, where he taught for 18
years and also served as dean of Stetson Chapel and director of
the liberal arts colloquium.
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PROFESSIONAL STATUS:
Reinhold Niebuhr
Professor of Social Ethics
at Union Theological
Seminary and Professor
of Religion at Columbia
University. In 2013-14,
also teaching as Visiting
Professor of Social Ethics
at Harvard University.
Favorite film:
Au Revoir Les Enfants
Favorite recent film:
Once
Most viewed website:
The New York Times. I
bought the smudgy version
for quite a few extra years.
Current reading:
Kwame A. Appiah, The
Ethics of Identity
Hero: I’ve never had a
hero, but the two figures
that had the greatest influence on me are Martin
Luther King Jr. and
Michael Harrington.
Why did you choose
to attend Alma?
The Harold Baker Scholarship came along just in
time for me.
Why have you stayed
involved with Alma?
Out of gratitude and
affection. Alma was an
occasion of grace in my
life and the beginning of a
very unlikely career path.

Favorite Alma professors: Dave Lemmon, sociology, for being a
treasured friend. Ron Massanari, religion, for making
good on his pledge: “I’m
here to mess with your
head.” Wesley Dykstra,
philosophy, for the day of
awakening: “Plato and
Aristotle are interesting!”
Joe Walser, religion, for
being Joe Walser.
Alma activities: Varsity baseball and resident
assistant. I also did a fair
amount of sermonizing
for the college in Presbyterian churches and was in
the duo that browbeat the
administration into hiring
a chaplain. But most of my
extracurricular activities
revolved around working
at the local hospital, playing in paddleball tournaments across the state, and
working in the McGovern
presidential electoral
campaign.
Greatest accomplishment: Coparenting, and then
single parenting, a radiant
daughter, Sara Biggs
Dorrien, through years of
grace and grieving.
What do you still
want to accomplish?
I may have more books remaining in my head than
I have years remaining to
write them.

SCOTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

GARY STANO ’83

GEORGE HEBERT SERVICE AWARD

Hometown: Born and
raised in Detroit; Livonia
resident for the last 19 years.
Professional Status:
Podiatrist for 25 years
— currently working
for Mobile Doctors of
Southfield – serving the
foot and ankle needs of
Oakland and Macomb
County (getting to the
heart and “sole” of the ailments of my patients).

P

resented annually to alumni for
their loyalty and service to Alma
College and the Alumni Association,
the George Hebert Service Award is
named in the memory of George Hebert, the
1920 alumnus whose love of Alma College
and work on behalf of the institution was an
inspiration to all alumni. This year’s recipient
is Gary Stano ’83.
“Gary has been a loyal alumnus since the day
he graduated,” says Duffy Duncan ’72, a member of the alumni board. “He served on the
alumni board for many years and regularly attends homecoming. He also serves as an advisor for the SAE fraternity and helped organize
an SAE reunion that brought back more than
100 brothers from across several decades. He
works to establish relationships with students
and young alumni.”

HOMECOMING 2013
OCTOBER 4-6

Favorite TV shows:
I like the classic shows
— from “I Love Lucy”
and “Leave it to Beaver”
to “Cheers”, “Designing
Women” and “ER”. If
I were to name a recent
show, “Downton Abbey”
is something I don’t miss,
and any meaningful
sports event or a good
cooking show with recipes I can replicate.
Favorite movies:
I enjoy a Frank Capra
movie (like It’s A Wonderful Life for optimism) or
an Alfred Hitchcock flick
(for the suspense), but truly
laugh at My Big Fat Greek
Wedding – change the
nationality to Belgian or
Slovak, and it’s my family.
Most visited
websites: One of my
hobbies is genealogy, so
the Internet has made the
searching much easier – I
use Geneanet.org a lot. I
also keep up with news on
Fox and with my friends’
updates on Facebook.
Book you are
reading: Atlas Shrugged
by Ayn Rand and The
Last Lecture by Randy
Pausch. The first I read
originally in high school
and now again (amazing
how it holds true), and

the latter puts our values
and life in true perspective when things take a
bad turn.
Favorite travel
experience:
Have wanted to travel
Europe and Australia,
which will have to come
true in the future. I have
very fond memories of
spending three weeks
backpacking in the
Rockies of New Mexico
at Philmont National
Scout Ranch as a teenager and have fulfilled
one of my dreams by
traveling throughout
New England during autumn!!! Spectacular!!!!
Your heroes:
My father and mother.
They did not have the opportunity to attend college
like I did, but they made
sure the three of their children did. They were there
in good times and gave the
“kick in the arse” when it
was needed!!!
Your greatest love:
My family – through thick
and thin, and for whom I
would do anything.
Why did you choose
to attend Alma?
I went to a college night
at Bishop Gallagher
High School and was
waiting to see another
college that had quite a
long line. Next door was
Alma with its representative, Janet Webb ’70,
so I stopped in. She really gave an attentive and
fun description of Alma
that piqued my interest.
This was followed by an
on-campus visit on the
coldest January day I
can remember (-15 and

two feet of snow on the
ground). I still think my
parents were questioning me coming up north
to the frozen tundra.
Why have you stayed
involved with Alma?
“I heard there is gonna be
this reunion….”
Favorite Alma
professor:
M.J.J. Smith, and I am
not a history major. I
took “Europe Between
The Wars” (HST 238)
and loved it. He asked
me to his office and knew
a lot about me before
going in, encouraged me
like never before and
challenged me at the
same time. I will always
hear how he opened
a question with “Mr.
Stano — heard there
was good time at the PK
last night” in that M.J.J.
Smith voice. Wish I had
followed up with a history major to this day.
Alma activities:
Delta Gamma Tau fraternity (now Sigma Alpha
Epsilon), Orientation
Committee, SAGA worker, class officer, associate
Board of Trustees member,
intramural sports.
Last time you wore
a kilt: With these legs,
are you kidding???
Greatest accomplishment (so far):
Making it this far.
What do you still
want to accomplish?
To continue to look in the
mirror in the morning
and be comfortable with
what I have done, what I
am doing and what I plan
to do in the future for
myself and others.

www.alma.edu
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Hometown: Ithaca
Professional status:
I am a partner in the law
firm of Barnes & Thornburg LLP in Chicago. I
am a member of the environmental department
and specialize in water
quality issues. I spend
most of my time helping
cities that face severe wet
weather management and
aging infrastructure issues
develop long-term plans to
comply with Clean Water
Act obligations in a costeffective manner.

ERIKA POWERS APPELT ’91

SMITH DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD

T

he Smith Distinguished Service
Award is presented annually to
a graduate who believes in Alma
College and has assisted with
student recruitment, provided career steps
through internships or employment, or visited
the campus to attend events, speak to a class,
or serve on a college council or board. This
award is named in honor of Art ’38 and Carra
Jones ’42 Smith.
This year’s recipient is Erika Powers Appelt
’91, an attorney in Chicago who specializes
in environmental law. A former member of
the alumni board, she recently joined the
Chicago-area President’s Advisory Council
and was appointed in May 2013 as a member
of the Alma College Board of Trustees.
“Erika assists with the Chicago In-City Interview trip each year,” says Bob Murray, director of planned giving. “She and her husband,
Jeff ’91, also host a scholarship dinner to raise
money for Chicago-area students to attend
Alma College and provide a match for all donations received to motivate others to support
the scholarship.”
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Favorite movies/TV
shows: I am anxiously
awaiting a new season
of “Sherlock” from the
BBC but in the meantime
am enjoying the New
York version of “Sherlock
Holmes, Elementary.”
Most visited
websites: Google.com
and renegadesbaseball.
com. (My son plays baseball for the Renegades.)
Book you are
reading: The latest in
Donna Leon’s Guido
Brunetti mysteries set
in Venice, The Golden
Egg, and Triumphs of
Experience: The Men of the
Harvard Grant Study by
George Vaillant.
How you spend your
free time: I spend most
of my free time on bleachers watching middle
school baseball and basketball. I spend my train/
commute time reading.
Your hero: Many
people in my life have
served as inspirational
(and aspirational) role
models, from poet laureates to leaders of the civil
rights movement. But I
have to say that my only
true hero is my husband,
Jeff Appelt (also an Alma
grad). He left his job as a
prosecutor to stay home
and raise our son, and

then went into “more
direct” law enforcement as a police officer.
He works in a difficult
community and deals
with more challenges on
a daily basis than I would
have the courage to face
in a lifetime. He faces
those challenges with
tremendous integrity,
always careful to do the
right thing even when it
is not the easiest or most
popular thing. And he
works the midnight shift
so he never has to miss
a ballgame, concert or
school play, so he does it
all on very little sleep. For
all that and more, Jeff
will always be my hero.
Your greatest love:
Not surprisingly, my
husband Jeff also is my
greatest love. He has been
a tremendous father and
husband, and his incredible decisions to stay home
with our son and now to
work midnights have allowed me to pursue a very
demanding legal career
without any concern that
I would be shortchanging
anyone at home.
Why did you choose
to attend Alma?
Alma gave me a very generous scholarship, which
allowed me to get a private liberal arts education
without worrying about
debt. But I still wasn’t sure
I should go to college so
close to home. What really
made my decision were
the people, particularly
Dr. Will Nichols in the
music department and Dr.
M.J.J. Smith in pre-law.
They convinced me that
I would find a new home
at Alma, and that Alma
would help me find the
best path toward the future. And they were right.

Why have you stayed
involved with Alma?
I’m very excited about
all the changes Alma
has been making to
improve the college,
the community and the
student body. And as an
adopted Chicagoan, I’m
even more excited about
Alma’s outreach efforts in
the Chicago area. Alma
has dedicated faculty and
staff who are passionate
about the college’s continued success. With those
kinds of leaders, it’s hard
not to stay involved.
Favorite Alma
professor: Dr. M.J.J.
Smith was my favorite
Alma professor. He was
one of the big reasons I
chose Alma; he gave me
fabulous perspectives on
life and the legal profession,
and he helped me get into
a great law school. And
with his larger-than-life
personality, he remains the
source of many late-night
Alma stories when we get
together with classmates.
Alma activities: I was
involved in choir, music
and pre-law activities, as
well as our senior class gift.
Last time you wore
a kilt: Believe it or not,
I’ve never worn a kilt.
(Very embarrassing, actually, considering the fact
that I’m a Scot by family heritage as well as by
graduation. I’ll definitely
have to remedy that soon!)
Greatest accomplishment (so far):
With my husband, Jeff,
I have a funny, talented,
and infinitely challenging
13-year-old son. He teaches
me something new (often
about myself) every day.
What do you still
want to accomplish?
I would like to see my son
grow up to become a happy,
well-adjusted, productive
and successful adult.

SCOTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

Hometown: Alma
Professional status:
Owner of Pizza One, a carryout and delivery pizzeria
in Alma. I do everything
from prep work and making pizzas to advertising
and human resources.

MATTHEW KRIEG ’04
Young Alumni Award

M

atthew Krieg ’04 fulfilled a
dream to own his own business when he opened Pizza
One on Superior Street in
Alma in 2010. Krieg is this year’s recipient
of the Young Alumni Award, presented annually to a recent graduate who has given
faithful service to Alma College and his or
her community.
“Matt has been involved with both the campus and Alma community in several ways,”
says Rachel Eaton ’06, who nominated Krieg
for the award. “His dedication to campus
and community is evident in his attempts to
reach out and form relationships with various organizations.”

The Alumni Awards are distributed annually during
Homecoming weekend. This year’s combined Alumni
Awards and Choir Concert takes place on Saturday,
October 5, 2013, 7:00–9:00 p.m. in the Remick Heritage
Center, Presbyterian Hall. All alumni are welcome
to attend. For a more complete Homecoming 2013
schedule, please see page 15 or visit the alumni page on
the web site — www.alma.edu/homecoming.

Favorite TV shows:
“Sports Center”, “Two and
a Half Men”
Most visited
websites: Yahoo,
Facebook, Craigslist
Book you are
reading: I haven’t read
a book in many years, but
I like to read articles from
PMQ Pizza Magazine and
Pizza Today magazine.
Favorite travel
experience: I’ve made
a few trips to Vegas and
always have a good time
there. The casinos are
fun, the shows are great,
and you never run out of
things to do.
How you spend your
free time: Most of my
time is currently dedicated to work at Pizza
One. I do enjoy playing
tennis or spending time
on a lake or river during
the summer with friends.
Your hero: I don’t
know that I really have
a “hero,” but the person
I have the most respect
for is my mom. She
always put the needs of
others ahead of her own,
whether it be her family
or complete strangers. She
would do anything for
anyone in need. I think it’s
important to remember

to help others, because at
some point in time we will
need their help as well.
Your greatest love:
I love my family and
friends. They’ve always
been supportive of me
no matter what the
endeavor may be.
Why did you choose
to attend Alma?
I chose to attend Alma
because I was friends
with a number of the
guys on the tennis team
and wanted to play tennis
there. I also had some
friends from high school
who were planning on attending Alma. It gave me
an opportunity to be away
at college, but still be very
close to my family since
Alma is my hometown.
Why have you stayed
involved with Alma?
Owning Pizza One has
provided a good opportunity for me to stay involved
with Alma. We try to help
the students as much as possible, by donating pizzas for
different events or helping
college groups with fundraisers or programs they are
hosting. I am able to meet
a lot of new students at the
college each year through
these events as well as when
they come in to Pizza One
to get pizza.
Family at Alma:
My aunt, Phoebe (Bibbee)
Lutz, graduated from
Alma College in 1985.
Favorite Alma professor: Professor Greg
Baleja. His lectures were
always entertaining and
made it enjoyable to go

to class… even if he was
trying to sell swamp land
south of Ithaca most of
the time.
Alma activities:
I played on the tennis
team for four years.
Last time you wore
a kilt: About 10 years ago
for the Highland Festival.
How do you order
your pizza at Pizza
One? My favorite toppings are bacon and onion, but since I’m around
pizza all day, I change it
up often. Right now I’d
order a square chicken
bacon ranch pizza.
Greatest accomplishment (so far): Owning
Pizza One has been my
greatest accomplishment.
I’ve owned three pizzerias in total and really
enjoy the atmosphere of
the restaurant. I get to
meet new people all the
time and interact with
customers on a daily
basis. I learn new aspects
of business every day and
enjoy trying to increase
my knowledge of the
pizza industry.
What do you still
want to accomplish? My first goal is to
continue to grow Pizza
One. I am always trying
to increase my knowledge of other areas of
business and look for new
opportunities out there.
I enjoy working and it
has provided a great way
to further my education
outside of the classroom.

www.alma.edu
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AULMNI EVENTS

August 2013: Tartan A fans
Monica (Madden) Diattara’94 was joined by sons, Malik
and NuNu, at a recent alumni event. The boys were such
big fans of the new Tartan A flags flying at the venue
that they needed a photo with one.

CAMPUS NEWS

Hall of
Champions
The Michigan Intercollegiate
Athletic Association, in celebration of its 125th anniversary,
was featured at the NCAA Hall
of Champions in Indianapolis
this summer. The display included panels highlighting each
of the member schools.
www.ncaahallofchampions.org
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UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS
Please visit http://events.alma.edu/ for additional campus events!
Sept. 3: Tartan Tuesday
Sept. 7: Volleyball Alumni Game at Alma
Sept. 14: Community Appreciation Day at Alma
Sept. 17: Port Huron event
Sept. 19: ArtPrize Reception — Grand Rapids
Sept. 21: Parents Day at Alma
Sept. 26: Twin Cities event — Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN
Sept. 28: Alumni Tailgate — Oshkosh, WI
Oct. 1: Tartan Tuesday
Oct. 4-6: Homecoming 2013! at Alma
Nov. 1-2: Highland Dance Event at Alma
Nov. 5: Tartan Tuesday
Nov. 5: The Hungry Hungry Games, City Theatre (Detroit)
Dec. 3: Tartan Tuesday
Dec. 6, 7, 8: Festival of Carols at Alma
Jan. 7: Tartan Tuesday

ALUMNI GREETINGS

Exciting changes

A

new team member has joined our efforts to
engage Alma alumni. I’m pleased to introduce Robyn Carr ’04 as our associate director of alumni and parent engagement.
Robyn has been on the alumni board for several
years and comes to us from Eastern Illinois
University. Her position was created to allow
us to expand our efforts into territories that we
haven’t been able to cover in the past.
While Robyn will provide a much-needed
hand to assist with overall alumni programming, she also will specifically:

> > STAY
CON N ECT E D!
If you have
recently moved to
a new location, had
a change in
employment or
wish to become
involved with
the alumni in
your region,
simply contact the
Alumni Office at
1-800-291-1312
or alumnihouse@
alma.edu for more
information.

• Work to further develop relationships with
parents and facilitate the parent board. Our
parents are very much a part of the Alma
College family!
• Manage the student alumni group, SPARK,
to help create more meaningful opportunities for students and alumni to connect.
We’ve seen how our alumni love to hear
about what is happening on campus today
and appreciate our students as interns and
new employees. On the other side of the
equation, the experiences and opportunities
alumni and friends of the college offer to
students are also incredible. The Alma College network is a wonderful asset.
• Develop specific young alumni programming
to keep our recent graduates engaged even
while they experience the highly transitional
period of graduate schools, new jobs, etc.

Along with adding a new staff member, we also are adding a new event that we hope will become a long-standing
tradition for us: Tartan Tuesdays.
We are working to provide casual drop-in networking events to connect
alumni in areas around
the country and have
declared the first Tuesday
of the month as “Tartan
Tuesday.” Alumni will
meet from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. in a restaurant or bar
setting, with a local alumnus serving as the “host.”
The locations of these
events will be posted on
our Facebook fanpage in
the events section as well
as on the campus calendar
(https://events.alma.edu).
When possible, a staff or
faculty member from the
college also will attend.
Robyn, myself and Katy
(left to right) intend to create a “terrific trio” at the Smith Alumni House to continue
providing meaningful ways for you to engage with the college, our students and other alumni/friends. Please contact
us whenever we can be of assistance!

Lou

Lou Ecken ’95
Director of Alumni Engagement
alumnihouse@alma.edu
facebook.com/almacollegealumni
www.alma.edu/alumni
(989) 463-7245

www.alma.edu
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ALUMNI BOARD
President - Dana (Grant) Catania ’95
Vice President - Devon Anthony ’09
Past President - Jeffrey Leestma ’78
Secretary - Alisha (Majszak) Baker ’02
Chris Ahn ’98
Brian Bartes ’87
Virginia (Cloutier) Blandford ’02
Bree Brownlee ’04
Robyn (Paige) Carr ’04
Thomas Davey ’07
Dave Devine ’90
Duffy Duncan ’72
Barb (Loomis) Greer ’61
Dale Greer ’65
Lisa Knowles ’94
Robin Lewis ’78
Tom McGuire ’08
Bill McHenry ’83
Jan (Knapp) Merz ’75
Martha (Hubbard) Miller ’90
Adriana (Rasche) Phelan ’92
Jesse Ramirez ’09
Krista (Schroeder) Ried ’94
Kay (Ecken) Schuetter ’95
Ryan Smith ’06
Gary Stano ’83
Troy Taylor ’84
Scott Timmreck ’02
Sheri Tulloch ’95
Dana (Weston) Eadah ’01
Elizabeth Wheat ’02
Julie Williams ’95
Robyn (Laird) Woolcock ’76
Heather (Hays) Zielinski ’97

TARTAN TASK FORCES:
REGIONAL PLANNING GROUPS
If you are interested in helping us
plan events in one of our major areas
of alumni concentration, please join
us at one of our planning meetings.
Each planning group will meet 3 times
a year, and we will work to have the
meetings scheduled well in advance
so they can be published in Accents.
For updates in between meetings,
please join the appropriate group on
LinkedIn.com! For specific time and
locations, please watch your monthly
alumni email and/or contact the
Alumni office at 989.463.7245.

Chicago

Tuesday, January 14, 2014

West Michigan

Wednesday, January 15, 2014

Northern Michigan

Thursday, January 16, 2014

Great Lakes Bay Region

(Midland, Bay City, Saginaw, Thumb)
Tuesday, January 21, 2014

Southeast Michigan

Wednesday, January 22, 2014

Lansing

Thursday, January 23, 2014

28

accents

alumni notes
1949 Gerard C. Lacey ’49 reports

1961 Russell Brandt ’61 is the mod-

1953

1962 Sandra Rule ’62 attended her

that his granddaughter Micaela will be a
senior at Alma in fall 2013.

L. Wayne Johnson ’53 reports
that Andrew Makepeace, one of his 11
grandchildren, received his master’s
degree in English and physical education
and now coaches swimming and diving at
the University of Findlay in Ohio. Three
other grandchildren have college degrees,
and four are enrolled in Minnesota colleges pursuing degrees. • George Lawrence ’53 plans to move permanently from
Cape Cod to Clearwater, Fla., this fall. •
Richard ’53 and Joan ’56 Wylie have been
married for 59 years. They plan to attend
homecoming with son Steve.

1958

Isabel Coubrough ’58 continues
to enjoy retirement and activities at First
Presbyterian Church of Dallas, Dallas
Arboretum and Bay View Century Club.
Travels this year have been to Florida,
Louisiana, Mississippi and the Big Bend
country of West Texas. • Mary Heberlein
Cross ’58 spent a couple of months on
South Padre Island in Texas with her
husband, Larry. Deana Munsell Avantaggio ’58 joined them for a week of sun
and bird watching. • Robert Ruggles ’58
reports the passing of his wife, Grace, on
May 26: “We were together just months
shy of 50 years.”

1960 Nancy Redman Keser ’60

retired in 2001 from starting and running
Levitation Staging Inc. in Grand Rapids.
She spent the last 10 years in Florida. She
recently moved to Traverse City, where
she is enjoying better contact with her
family and art. “It would be nice to find
some friends from the past.” • Robert
Wollard ’60: “After moving around the
far fringes of Alma life for many years, we
are now headed for closer involvement.”
Robert’s youngest grandson was accepted
into Alma’s incoming class this fall.

erator of the Synod Assembly. He led his
first Synod Assembly meeting on Feb. 28.

50th class reunion at homecoming last
year. “There were many magical moments
and a delightful dinner at the president’s
home. The whole weekend was superb.”

1964 Joanne Bird Beckwith ’64 and

John have nine grandchildren (seven
grandsons and two granddaughters).
Joanne is retired and loves curling and
golf. John continues as a full-time college
professor. They live in Highland Park, Ill.

1968

Richard Douglass ’68 announces his retirement, effective August 2013,
after serving for 26 years on the Eastern
Michigan University faculty. “It has been
a rewarding academic career since 1972.
I’ll continue to teach occasional graduatelevel courses and at Ashesi University
in Ghana...but sailing, grandchildren,
bicycling and work with AARP-Michigan
and a few board positions will keep me out
of too much trouble.” • Thomas Trimmer
’68 is a psychologist in Tampa, Fla.

1969 John Bird ’69 is in his 10th year
at U.C. Berkeley’s Haas School of Business, where he edits research papers for
Ph.D. students and faculty. Write him at:
birdlandia@gmail.com.

1970

Mike Conyer ’70 and Sarah Moreland ’71 have their own alpaca farm, Alpaca Dreams, LLC (www.AlpacaDreamsNC.com), where they reside with their
12 alpacas and one llama named Harry.
• Susan Seaburg ’70 announces the April
12, 2013, birth of her first grandson, Sam
Mesberg. Susan and her spouse, Judy Allen,
were with the happy parents, Liz and Zach,
at the birth. They stayed in Portland for
another month and expect to be in Portland
a lot more in the coming years.
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1972 Dawn Teachout Friend ’72 is

beginning her 20th year at Myrtle Grove
Christian School in Wilmington, N.C.
Last year, she hung up her tennis shoes and
transitioned to the school’s new student
support specialist position, which involves
one-on-one and small-group instruction for
special needs students. • Candy Salazar Hill
’72 was recently named executive vice president of social policy and external relations
for Catholic Charities USA, representing
the faith-based service provider network on
a national level.

1973

Rudy Godefroidt ’73 retired as
superintendent of Hemlock Public Schools
in August 2010. He was hired as a student
teacher coordinator for Central Michigan
University in January 2011 and is enjoying
the part-time experience. • Mark Ioset ’73
serves as minister of the Church of Christ
Uniting in Richfield Springs, N.Y.

1974 Jack Lehman ’74 has been self-

employed for over 23 years as a registered
investment adviser in Midland, Mich. He

has 113 clients throughout the U.S. His oldest daughter, Sarah, is attending Michigan
Tech, studying to be a physical therapist.
His younger daughter, Darcey, will be
entering college this fall to study fashion
design. • Lynette McLeod ’74 announces
that her daughter, Roxanne Sheldon ’13,
graduated from Alma College. Roxanne’s
cousin, John C. Foster ’67, Alma College
trustee, presented her diploma. Many
family members attended, including her
grandmother, Maxine Miller McLeod ’49,
her aunt, Karen McLeod Cox ’65, and her
uncle, Joseph Cox ’64. Roxanne’s twin sister
Hayley Sheldon graduated from Albion
College. Sister Chelsea Sheldon attended
Georgia Southern University. Lynette is an
attorney in Bloomfield Hills. • G. Mark
Ramsey ’74 recently retired from a banking
career. He and Barbara are enjoying the
gulf coast of Florida and traveling to visit
family and friends. Last fall they welcomed
the birth of their second grandchild.

1975

Diane Smith Wood ’75 retired
in 2005 from a 30-year career teaching

speech, drama and English at Harrison
High School. She has continued to teach
as an adjunct instructor in education
and speech since 2006 at Mid Michigan
Community College.

1978

Jim Daniels ’78 is the author of
a new book of poems, Birth Marks, published in 2013 by BOA Editions.

1979

Stephen Hamilton Wright ’79
serves as an adjunct faculty member for
Viterbo University in LaCrosse, Wis., at
its Wausau location, teaching a seminar
in values and ethics.

1980

William Gagliardi ’80 was
recently appointed associate vice president of marketing, communications and
public relations at Northwood University.
• Gary Peters ’80 was awarded an honorary Doctor of Humanities degree from
Lawrence Technological University. He
is serving a third term in the U.S. House
of Representatives. • Karen Weidendorf
Vigneron ’80 has relocated to Bartlett,

ALUMNI BRIEFS

Alma legacy at St. Thomas
Past and present Alma students from St. Thomas Community Presbyterian Church in Shelby Township, from left:
Tyler Beistline ’17, Taylor Card, ’17, Sara Vaughn Bruce ’01,
Tom Means ’76, Charles Sadler ‘14, Brenden Lodge ‘14,
Abbey Porter ’17.

www.alma.edu

29

ALUMNI NOTES

Tenn., and serves at the Navy Personnel
Command in Millington, Tenn.

1981

Susan Sickelka ’81 returned to the
pulpit after two years of teaching religion
and ethics at Des Moines Area Community
College. She serves Salem United Church
of Christ in Alleman, Iowa.

1983 George Gulliver ’83 relocated

to Southlake, Texas, in June, and is now a
director at GM Financial, headquartered in
Fort Worth. He and Beth celebrated their
30th wedding anniversary in July.

1987 Angela McKelvey Manuszak

’87 enjoys book-signing duties for a new
hardbound book.

1988

Kristina Brooks Scumacher
’88 has a solo family practice in Gahanna,
Ohio. She spends most of her free time
traveling to her kids’ sports. Eric plays ultimate Frisbee for Ohio State Leadbelly, and
Olivia will play softball for Mount Union in
the fall and 2014 school year.

1991 Melissa Weber Kelley ’91 and her
husband, Eric, reaffirmed their civil vows

in church on April 28, 2013, then enjoyed
a honeymoon that took them to Colorado
Springs, Cañon City, Leadville and Glenwood Springs. They live in northwestern
Littleton; feel free to contact Melissa at
(720) 532-7388 if you’re in the area.

1992 Amy White ’92 is the new major
gifts officer for Seattle Goodwill.

1999 Eric Wood ’99 and Kathryn Nordin Wood ’00 announce the birth of Mikah
Reece on May 1, 2013.

2001 Matt Brege ’01 and his family

(Becky, Jacob and Isaac) have just relocated
to DeWitt upon Matt accepting a position with Tri-Star Trust Bank, heading its
greater Lansing market.

2002 Julie Harris Gitchell ’02 and

husband, Kevin, announce the birth of their
first child, Kathryn Ann, on Dec. 18, 2012.

2003 Alicia Hegle ’03 and Brad Zuiker ’03 were married in September 2011.
Ryan Lueker, Ted Burton, Miah Roberts, Kristen Brown and Tara (Braun)
Cruz were in the wedding party. Also

in attendance were Alma alumni Kristy
LaPine, Jeremy Braun, Armand Samouelian, Aaron and Angie Bell and Travis
Powers. • Betsy Pilon ’03 and Michael
’05 report that Max Holiday Pilon was
born on April 23, 2012, after a turbulent,
but miraculous entry into the world. He’s
been sporting maroon and cream from
the beginning and has started scouting
for Gelston roommates who share his
passion for avocados, pop-up animals and
keeping Mom and Dad up at night.

2004 Marilee Brooks-Gillies ’04

recently completed her Ph.D. in rhetoric
and writing at Michigan State University.
She planned to begin her new position as
director of the Center for Excellence in
Writing at the University of Colorado,
Colorado Springs in August. • Nicole
Cardenas ’04 graduated from the University of Detroit Mercy with a Master of
Science in Nurse Anesthesia in December
2012. She currently works as a certified
registered nurse anesthetist (CRNA) at
St. John Hospital and Medical Center in
Detroit. • Ericka Olgaard ’04 is a fellow

(continued on page 32)

Chicago PAC Members:

A L U M N I I N V O LV E M E N T

Chicago PAC explores higher education landscape
The regional President’s Advisory Councils of Alma College provide expertise,
advice and support to President Jeff Abernathy and the Board of Trustees regarding the college’s vision and plans for the future.
The Chicago Region PAC met in February to discuss strategy and the challenges
on the landscape for higher education.
“I very much appreciate and value the participation of those individuals who serve
on the PACs,” says Abernathy. “We are in the midst of exciting work at Alma,
and I welcome their thoughtful counsel and discussions about the challenges and
opportunities before us.”
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Mark Baker ’85
Kevin Blatchford ’83
William Brewer
Doug Dome ’82
Mike Evangelides ’84
Steve Falk ’72
Julie Hubbard ’87
Patrick McDonough ’85
Bill Moss ’69
Sara Sarchet-Butter ’88
Darryl Schimeck ’82
Bryan Segedi ’81
Cheryl Shrake ’88
Kim Taylor ’83
Timothy Throm ’04

A L U M N I I N V O LV E M E N T

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS
The Alma College Board of Trustees welcomes seven new members beginning this
fall. Joining the 33-member board are:

<<

From left: Kevin Blatchford ’83, Josh Plaska ’11, Alma College President Jeff Abernathy,
Mercy Home President Fr. Scott Donahue, Darryl Schimeck ’82 and Matt Bauhof ’11.

A responsibility toward others
Chicago PAC members
provide leadership for
Chicago’s Mercy Home
for Boys & Girls
Darryl Schimeck ’82 and Kevin
Blatchford ’83 are among the longestserving members of the board of
regents for Chicago’s Mercy Home
for Boys & Girls. The 126-year-old
not-for-profit youth home provides
safe harbor, therapy, education and
opportunity to troubled teens and
young adults.
The alumni also are members of
Alma College’s regional President’s
Advisory Council for Chicago, where
a substantial number of Alma alumni
live and work.
Schimeck and Blatchford have
dedicated the last two decades to
making connections among business,
education and other outside institutions and Mercy Home in order to
provide more life-changing opportunities for its young people. Both men,
as well as Mercy Home coworkers
Matt Bauhof ’11 and Josh Plaska ’11,
credit their Alma experience with
shaping their sense of responsibility
toward others and giving them the
tools to have an impact.
“Alma College prepares students to
be citizens no matter where they are,”

says Schimeck, president and CEO of
Veolia ES Industrial Services. “Mercy
Home’s mission to help kids is in
line with the fundamentals of being
responsible stewards of the world.”
Blatchford agrees.
“This idea of giving back, in part
out of gratitude for our blessings,
really penetrated all the way down,”
he says. “It’s not just about words in
a mission statement.”
Now a Chicago attorney with
Sidney Austin LLP, Blatchford had
opportunities and encouragement to
assist charities in the Alma community while working toward his degree in history, particularly through
his fraternity, Zeta Sigma.
Similarly, Schimeck’s Alma experience helped equip him to raise
support for non-profits. As president
of the alumni student association,
he got to know the ins and outs of
fundraising. He said he often recalls
the advice of mentors at Alma, like
the late Guile Graham, whose guidance continues to help him be a better
board chairman for Mercy Home.
“He taught me that there is never
shame in asking for money for a
worthy cause,” Schimeck said.

• Tom Andison, first vice president and
financial planner with Stifel, Nicolaus &
Company in Port Huron, Mich. His ties to
Alma College stem from his involvement
with the Presbyterian church and his Scottish ancestry, which he traces back to 1728
Scotland.
• Karen Asner ’89, partner with the New
York law firm White & Case. She is a commercial litigator with experience in contractual disputes, domestic arbitration and issues
of public international law. She has hosted
alumni and student events in her home.
• Charles Deacon ’80, partner with the international law firm Fulbright and Jaworski in
San Antonio, Texas. A frequent presenter,
he has spoken on such topics as jury selection, winning trial strategies, and effective
use of technology in the courtroom.
• Doug Gross ’77, a financial advisor and
branch manager at Raymond James Financial Services in Ann Arbor, Mich. Doug and
his wife, Sabrina ’79, have funded Alma
scholarships, hosted alumni events, and
donated the ice rink that is installed every
winter on the chapel lawn.
• Thomas Haverbush, an orthopedic surgeon
at Mid Michigan Medical Center, Gratiot in
Alma. A long-time friend of the college and
a sponsor for the Alma Highland Festival,
Dr. Haverbush embraces his Scottish heritage and often wears kilts to campus events.
• Erika Powers Appelt ’90, partner at Barnes
and Thornburg in Chicago, specializing in
environmental law. A former member of
the alumni board, she recently joined the
Chicago-area President’s Advisory Council,
where she helps with student recruiting.
• Kirk Smith ’81, local business owner and
commercial real estate investor. A member
of the TKE Board of Advisors, Smith also
is heavily involved with the local community, including the Greater Gratiot Development Board and the City of Breckenridge
Planning Committee.

More about Mercy Home for
Boys & Girls can be found at:
www.mercyhome.org

www.alma.edu
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know the next

GREAT SCOT?
We’ve all met that great high school
student who we know would be a great
addition to Alma College. Maybe it’s your
neighbor, your friend from church, you
best friend’s cousin or your nephew. Be
sure to let us know about them by completing our online form:

https://secure.alma.edu/alumni/
refer_studnet
Your submission will notify the Admissions Office about the prospective student
and your connection to them. This also
places the student on our mailing list to
receive current information about the
exciting things happening at Alma.
If the prospective student is the child,
grandchild or sibling of an Alma College alumnus, he or she is eligible for our
Alumni Award — for all four years.
If you would like materials about Alma
College to place in your home, office,
classroom, church, favorite coffee house
or to give to that next great Scot, contact
Jessie DeHaan at dehaanjr@alma.edu or
1-800-321-ALMA.
Thank you for your support!
— Jessie DeHaan ’07

in surgical pathology with an emphasis
in gastrointestinal pathology at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
in Little Rock, Ark. She started July 1,
2013. • Bryan P. Somers ’04 and spouse
Stephanie J. Robinson are the parents
of Raegan Joyce Somers, born Nov. 4,
2010. Bryan has an MBA in international business from Lynn University
and is a regional account manager for
Cartridge Depot. Bryan and Stephanie
also own a medical billing company. •
Brandi Vanderlaan Bishop ’04 welcomed a second child, Evelyn Elise, on
May 25, 2013. Big brother Grayson loves
his new role! The family is moving to
Purcellville, Va., where they are building a new home.

2005

Mary Ann Boyer ’05 graduated from Wayne State University in
May 2013 with a Master of Education
degree in art education. • Ashley Budde
’05 is coordinator of alumni relations
and annual fund at St. Louis Community College in Missouri.

2007

Sarah DeYoung Hong ’07
and Marcus Hong ’07 announce the
birth of their daughter Abigail on Aug.
20, 2012. They live in Princeton, N.J.,
where Marc is working on his Ph.D.
in christian education at Princeton
Theological Seminary. Sarah is doing
freelance graphic design. • Christina
Leonard ’07 recently finished her first
year of infectious disease training at
Wayne State University. She graduated
from the Internal Medicine Residency
at The Ohio State University in 2013.
She will complete all of her post-graduate medical training in June 2014. •
Abby Leigh Grabitz Manthey ’07 received a master’s degree and Ph.D. from
the University of Delaware. Married on
Nov. 4, 2011, she and her husband are
currently living in Hong Kong.

2009

Katherine Burton ’09 graduated from Wayne State University with
her Doctor of Medicine on May 20,
2013. Dr. Burton has entered a family
medicine residency in Grand Rapids.
• Anna Curtis ’09 and husband Brad
announce the birth of their daughter,
Helen Elizabeth. • Joye Kallgren ’09
is pursuing her PharmD/MPH at the
University of Kentucky College of
Pharmacy. She also completed two years
of Peace Corps service in Mali, West
Africa. She was a Chemistry/French
double major and studied in France for
one semester. • Amanda Bishop Winston ’09 graduated with her medical
degree from Michigan State University’s College of Human Medicine. In
June, she began her residency at Hurley
Medical Center in a combined internal
medicine and pediatrics program.

2010

Hayleigh Butcher ’10 graduated from Western Michigan University
on April 25 with a Master of Social
Work degree. She is employed at Bay
Area Women’s Center in Bay City as
Sexual Assault Children’s Program
Advocate/Case Manager. • Blake Reed
’10 is pursuing a Ph.D. at Wayne State
University in inorganic chemistry.

2011 Sara De Jong ’11 passed her

CPA exam and earned her license as a
Certified Public Accountant.

2012 Matt Boucher ’12 is a formulation chemist for Axson Technologies
in Eaton Rapids.

ALUMNI SECTION SUBMISSIONS
Alumni notes can be submitted one of three ways:
• online at: www.alma.edu/alumni/notes
• by returning the postage-paid envelope in this issue
• by regular post to:
Director of Alumni Engagement, Alumni Notes,
614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599.
Photos can be sent electronically to
silverthorn@alma.edu.
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C E L E B R AT I N G T H E L I V E S O F O U R F R I E N DS

Hester Emilie Moon Thompson ’39, of
Saginaw, died March 3, 2013, at the age
of 95. The daughter of the late Dr. A.
Raymond and Beatrice J. (Jackson) Moon
was born Aug. 28, 1917, in Saginaw.
She married Arthur B. Thompson
on Aug. 16, 1941. She was a member
of First Presbyterian Church, Pit &
Balcony, Saginaw Club, Saginaw General
Hospital Auxiliary, and The Assistance
League. She enjoyed playing bridge
with friends and building miniatures.
Surviving her are two children, eight
grandchildren; 13 great-grandchildren,
a daughter-in-law and one niece. Hester
was an avid supporter of Alma College.
Lenore Meyer Heimforth ’44, of
Hartland, died May 2, 2013, at the age
of 90. She began her teaching career in
Harbor Beach, and after the war she
took time off to raise two children. She
resumed teaching with Farmington
Public Schools at Kenbrook Elementary
School in the 1960s, retiring in the early
1970s to Traverse City. Lenore had a lifelong love of baking, gardening, her family and her church. She is survived by her
husband of 69 years, John W. Heimforth,
one daughter, one son, three grandchildren, and six great-grandchildren.
Elmer F. Coon Jr.’ 49, of Mimbres,
N.M., died June 10, 2013, at age 97.
Elmer taught music as Lakeview High
School in Lakeview from 1949-77. After
retirement, he directed the Flat River
Community Players for eight years. He
was a co-founder and the administrator
for 15 years of Sunshine Camp. Elmer

and his wife, Mary, moved to Mimbres
in 1985. He taught strings at the Western
New Mexico University music department from 1992-2001. He received an
honorary doctoral degree from MidContinent University in 2010. Aside
from his own family, his students were
the most important part of his life. He is
survived by one son, one daughter, four
grandchildren, six great-grandchildren,
and numerous nieces and nephews.
Merle Cosgrove ’50, of Petoskey, died
April 24, 2013, at the age of 86. After
high school Merle enlisted in the U.S.
Navy, serving in the Philippines during
World War II. While attending Alma
College he was an all-conference player
as a running back and was co-captain on
Alma’s 1948 and 1949 undefeated teams.
In 1950, he received his teammates’ votes
as Most Valuable Payer. On Aug. 27,
1949, Merle married Monna Campbell
in Sandusky. They shared 62 wonderful
years, raising two children. Merle was a
high school teacher and coach for three
years. He then worked for Standard
Oil Company for two years. In 1955 he
began his career as an agent with State
Farm Insurance first in West Branch and
later Rogers City. In 1969 Merle became
an agency manager in Caro and then
in Detroit where he retired in 1986 and
subsequently moved to Petoskey. He
was a team leader and teacher at State
Farm helping many agents become successful. Merle served as president of the
Chamber of Commerce at two separate
locations, and was a school board mem-

ber and president of the West Branch
Kiwanis Club. Merle is survived by two
children, four grandchildren and eight
great-grandchildren.
Kenneth “Doug” Callow ’51, of
Farmington, died May 16, 2013, at the
age of 83. He graduated from Redford
High School in 1948. In 1950 friend and
choir mate, Richard McMullen ’56, introduced his sister, Beth McMullen ’54, to
Doug on the campus of Alma College.
After Doug graduated, ha and Beth married in 1951. He went on to work for
Ford Motor Company, retiring in 1992.
In 1992 Beth passed away, and in 2000
Doug married Evelyn Evon. They spent
12 years together. Doug is survived by his
five children and seven grandchildren.
Gertruda Teresia “Fabrizy” Fabrizyova
’51, of New York City, died May 14,
2013 at the age of 89. Born in Moravia,
Czechoslovakia, Ms. Fabrizy was educated in a Franciscan convent from 1938-41.
The convent was taken over by Germany
in 1939. She was certified in Prague as a
kindergarten teacher, then graduated as
a child psychologist from the Children’s
Hospital in Vienna in 1942. In 1943 she
earned a diploma as a pianist from the
Vienna Music Conservatory. After hearing her play a concert in Vienna, the
chaplain of the American Occupation
Forces in Austria assisted Ms. Fabrizy,
who was then a displaced person, in
securing a music scholarship in America,
where she earned a B.A. in music education at Alma College. From Columbia
University she earned a B.S. degree
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in science in 1954, a master’s degree
in philosophy in 1955; and completed
her Ph.D. equivalent (ABD) with the
Department of Slavic Languages and
Literature. She was naturalized at the
Foley Square Federal Court in 1955.
Ms. Fabrizy began working at the New
York City Board of Education in 1955
and retired in 1981. She wrote curricula
in French, German, Russian, English as
a second language and music. In 1970,
Ms. Fabrizy helped to establish the
“Volunteer and Education Program”
with the U.S. Treasury and the IRS. She
volunteered as chair and coordinator
at the IRS site where tax aid, counseling and free tax filing was available to
city retirees. She served on the Board of
Directors with the Association of Retired
Educators. She was awarded a certificate
of appreciation “In Grateful Recognition
of Many Years of Devoted Service to the
Students, Parents and Citizens in the
City of New York.”
Anton Lingl ’61, of Ann Arbor, died
May 8 at the age of 75. Anton was born
in Sokolovac, Croatia. He immigrated
to the United States in 1949 and became
a citizen in 1961. After graduating from
Alma College, he began his teaching
career at Pontiac Central High School
and taught there for over 30 years, retiring in 1993. He received two master’s
degrees, one from Eastern Michigan
University and the other from Michigan
State University, then went on to earn his
Ph.D. from Columbia Pacific University.
He married Carol Warner on June 12,
1971. Anton enjoyed woodcarving and
the outdoors, and many of his carvings
replicated nature, especially swans, as
well as religious figures. Anton is survived by his wife, Carol; one daughter
and one son; four grandchildren; his parents John and Pauline Lingl; a sister and
a brother-in-law.
Robert “Bob” Robb ’61, of Waterford,
died Feb. 27 2013. Bob began his teaching career at Eastern Junior High School
in 1960 and moved to Pontiac Central
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High School in 1967, where he remained
for nearly 40 years. He was the head of
the science department and taught biology and chemistry; he also sponsored
the swim team and worked with the
gifted and talented program. Bob was a
member of the NEA, MEA and PEA,
the Biology Teachers Association, and
The St. Andrew’s Society of Scotland.
He sang for many years with the Jackson
Chorale and with the choir of his church,
First Presbyterian of Pontiac. He served
on the board of the Pontiac Teacher’s
Credit Union as both president and treasurer. He was a conscientious and dedicated teacher, serving and educating over
10,000 of Pontiac’s youth.
Rebecca “Becky” Williams Thompson
’66, of Hope, died April 10, 2013, at age
68. Becky was raised in Midland and
graduated from Midland High School
in 1962. After graduating from Alma
College, Becky received a master’s
degree in social work. She worked for
Community Mental Health from 1985
until 1995, then had a private practice,
DeWitt Counseling, until 2001. During
this time Becky also taught at Lansing
Community College. After living in
Detroit for less than a year, she moved
back to her cottage on the lake and
worked at Family and Children Services
from 2003 until her retirement in 2007.
After the death of her husband (Dean) in
2007, she traveled to England, Scotland
and Ireland with her son in 2008. Becky
is survived by one son; one daughter; a
domestic partner; one brother; a sister,
Mary “Katie” Williams Dutcher ’ 62 of
Hope; a sister-in-law; four grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews.
Kathy “K.J.” Loesel Johns ’72, of Adrian,
died June 28, 2013, at the age of 63.
Kathy worked as a child support specialist for the State of Michigan in Saginaw
and Washtenaw counties. She retired
after 25 years of service in 1996. Kathy
was a member of and Sunday school
teacher at Hope Lutheran Church. She is
survived by one son, two grandsons, one
brother and a brother-in-law.

Michael “Mick” Evans ’76, of Oak Park,
died June 15, 2013. Mick moved to
Michigan in 1966 and graduated from
Shrine High School and in 1976. He
enjoyed road trips as well as all sports
and was the timekeeper for the Detroit
Pistons in the 1980s and early 1990s.
Mick is survived by one son, one grandson, his father, six siblings and 16 nieces
and nephews.
Randall “Randy” Kluck ’77, of Sault Ste.
Marie, died June 12, 2013, at the age of
59. After graduation from Alma College,
Randy attended the Krannert School of
Business at Purdue. With seven children
and a lifetime of memories, Randy and
his wife, Juanita, pursued a lifelong
dream of moving to the U.P. when they
followed five of their kids to Sault Ste.
Marie. After a successful career in his
own transportation business, and many
years as a marketing consultant, Randy
pursued his passion of writing. After
co-authoring a best-selling travel guide
with his son, Kevin, Randy completed
two novels, one of which is slated to be
published in October. He is survived by
his wife, five sons, two daughters, his
mother, and two sisters.
Nola Zoss Havelka, of Ithaca, and a
friend of Alma College, died July 1,
2013. After graduation from Ithaca High
School in 1939, she worked at the ASCS
farm office above the Ideal Theatre in
Ithaca. Married to William Havelka on
Oct. 25, 1941, in the First Presbyterian
Church in Ithaca, they were together
64 years before he passed away in 2005.
She worked alongside Bill on the farm,
played softball and was on an Ithaca
Merchants team. She also golfed and
loved contract bridge. She had been a
member of Ithaca First Presbyterian
Church for over 50 years. Nola is survived by two sons, including Dean
Havelka ’79 of Ithaca; three grandchildren, including Emily Havelka ’12; and
two great-grandsons. Nola provided for
Alma College in her estate plans.
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ALMA ABROAD

The Scots in Scotland
The first international alumni and friends trip
returned from a quick 10 days in Scotland. The
trip, hosted by Associate Professor Britt Cartrite,
was June 17 -26. Twelve alumni and friends
joined Dr. Cartrite on the tour. Highlights
included Edinburgh Castle, Holyrood Palace,
St. Andrews, Dunrobin Castle, Orkney Islands,
Loch Ness, Isle of Skye, and Armadale Castle.
<< Carole Moore ’69 and her daughter Jennifer sport their
Scots pride while exploring Glencoe, Scotland, as part of
the innaugural alumni and friends trip.
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Alma Accents and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days.
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Please include my: ___ Address

___ Phone

___E-mail

Alumni notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________		
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Return to: Director of Alumni Engagement, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599

Alumni notes can also be submitted online at <www.alma.edu/alumni/notes>
www.alma.edu
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614 W. Superior St.
Alma, MI 48801-1599
(989) 463-7111
published for alumni, parents
and friends of alma college.
please recycle accents and pass
it on to a prospective student.

change service requested

ALMA GAVE ME A VERY
GENEROUS SCHOLARSHIP,
WHICH ALLOWED ME TO
GET A PRIVATE LIBERAL
ARTS EDUCATION...
THEY CONVINCED ME THAT I WOULD FIND A
NEW HOME AT ALMA, AND THAT ALMA WOULD
HELP ME FIND THE BEST PATH TOWARD THE
FUTURE. AND THEY WERE RIGHT.

Support the Alma Fund TODAY!

EVERY GIFT COUNTS.
EVERY GIFT HELPS.
EVERY GIFT MATTERS.
A gift to the Alma Fund provides flexible,
immediate-use dollars for scholarships,
campus enhancements and programs that
enhance the quality of student life.

YOUR GIFT IS TAX-DEDUCTIBLE AND
CAN BE MADE A COUPLE OF EASY WAYS:
CALL: 1-800-291-1312, ext. 1
CLICK: www.alma.edu/donate

ERIKA POWERS APPELT ’91

Environmental law attorney, Chicago, IL
2013 Smith Distinguished Alumni Award Recipient

