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GETTING
THE STORY OUT

I

enjoy reading about Alma College’s history and
am continually amazed at the contributions of
past presidents, board members, faculty and
alumni. One alumnus, in particular, comes to mind
as we implement a Strategic Plan that places a high
priority on alumni engagement.
Clarence Williams, class of 1922, was a teacher in
Skaneateles, N.Y., who was never shy about talking
to his students about the transformational opportunities he experienced at his alma mater. He was
responsible for recruiting more than 150 students to
Alma from mid-state New York in the 1930s, ’40s
and ’50s. His son, Charles Williams ’51, and grandson, Keith Williams ’84, also enrolled, making three
generations of the Williams’ family to attend Alma.

• Increasing internships. We are striving
to ensure that every Alma College
student has opportunities for transformational experiences that prepare them
for success after graduation. Internships
are vital in this regard, and alumni can
help. Wouldn’t it be terrific if alumni
could create 1,000 new internships for
Alma students over the next five years?

His commitment to bringing students from his area
to Alma is a great illustration of the power of alumni
engagement. It provides a base and inspiration for
alumni today to consider how they might increase
their level of participation with Alma College.

• Culture of philanthropy. It is also the
case that we need alumni to help us to
build an endowment and annual fund
that are the equal of peer institutions.
Today, Alma lags behind peers in these
areas, and we shouldn’t. An Alma education is every bit the equal of peers.

In my travels, alumni consistently express their love
for the college and a great appreciation for how
Alma changed their lives. Many stand ready to do
their part in helping Alma College move forward.
Indeed, our alumni will be — must be — among
the primary agents for ensuring the college thrives
far into the future. The Strategic Plan recognizes
the possibilities of growth, calling for a 50 percent
increase in the number of alumni participating in
social, career service and admissions activities.

At base, the most important thing we
will do in the years to come is to tell the
great story of our small college further
and wider. The Alma story needs to be
known in Chicago, in Minneapolis, in
Tampa, in Beijing. And the Alma story, at
its heart, is the story of our alumni. It’s the
success they have in their lives and in their
careers. If alumni can help us to get that
story out, we will thrive.

• Student recruitment. Enrollment is key. Alma’s
success in enrollment will be the measure of
the college’s success going forward. Enrollment
represents 87 percent of the college’s revenue. Like
Clarence Williams, alumni can share their experi-
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A historical perspective: Reshaping a college
Bob Swanson’s vision embraced excellence, student achievement, the liberal arts and a concern for others – the
“chief strands” of the Alma tradition that remain today, writes Julie Williams ’95, who recently completed her dissertation on Swanson’s efforts to gain unprecedented support for Alma College.
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Alma College’s strategic plan to increase enrollment to 1,700 means recruiting more students from out-of-state and
international regions as well as students interested in new programs, including the Highland Arts and athletics.

Innovative learning
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Learning at Alma has always been more than traditional instruction. Stephanie Slaughter, for example, requires
students to role-play historical Mexican figures in her “Hispanic-American Culture and Civilization” class. “This is
critical thinking at its best,” she says.

Scots you should know
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It’s “Back to the Future” for Homecoming 2012, which means the Alumni Office reveals its choices for this year’s
alumni engagement awards. Meet these interesting Scots: Chelsea Foster ’06, Emily Lincoln ’02, Dale Nester ’75
and Elizabeth Parkinson ’84.

In Ghana, ‘the people get into your heart’
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Richard Douglass ’68, health education scholar and three-time Fulbright recipient, strives to make the lives of the
people of Ghana safer and healthier. His junior year abroad at Alma changed his future in ways he never could
have imagined.

A family legacy

		

The Skinner family gives the term “True Scot” a whole new meaning. A family member has attended Alma College at some point during every decade since the 1930s. The 23 Alma graduates will serve as grand marshals of this
year’s homecoming parade.

THE STRATEGIC PLAN: PART II
mission
Jeff Abernathy
President

Alma College’s mission is to
prepare graduates who think
critically, serve generously, lead
purposefully and live responsibly
as stewards of the world they
bequeath to future generations.
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is published in October, February
and June for alumni, parents, students and other friends of Alma College. Send comments to
Mike Silverthorn, Accents editor, Alma College,
614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599, or
e-mail: silverthorn@alma.edu.
alumni.alma.edu/accents

The new STRATEGIC PLAN, endorsed by trustees in October 2011, calls for sustainable growth to 1,700 students
by fall 2017, “not simply for the sake of growth but
because the additional resources growth provides will
allow us to offer the breadth and depth of educational
programs that will best prepare today’s young adult for
a rapidly changing world.” This issue of Accents focuses
on the second component of the Strategic Plan: “Growing
the College.” — See page 10.
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CAMPUS NEWS

Like
WE ASKED:

What’s your Alma love story?
YOU SAID:
Laurie Eccles DeYoung ’04: Met my husband Mitch
De Young ’04 playing volleyball at the Rec Center, then
fell in love over accounting homework!
Dan Koschtial ’89: It was pre-term and they had Pizza
Sam’s...need I say more?

>>

Jennifer Brown Tallman ’99: During my junior year my husband Andy, a sophomore, started bringing hot cocoa to my
roommate and myself for study breaks. I figured he was
sweet on her and tolerated him. Then she went overseas,
and the cocoa kept coming. We married on New Year’s Eve
2000 with many Alma friends participating and attending,
including Tony Patterson who played piano. Twelve years
later we are happily married and raising four more future
Alma grads!
sson) Nuckels ’11,
Jon Nuckels ’11 and Kim (Do
kick off the Chapel
ed
help
,
year
who met freshman
to the happy couple!
wedding season. Congratulations

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS
BOREN SCHOLAR TO
STUDY IN MOROCCO
>> Madeleine Randolet
is the first student from
Alma College to win
the Boren Scholarship,
which provides up to
$20,000 to U.S. undergraduate students to
study in areas of the
world that are critical to
U.S. interests. Randolet,
a senior from Midland,
will study in Morocco
during the 2012-13 year.
“I have always been
interested in human

rights, experiencing
different cultures and
languages, and working in the Middle East,”
says Randolet, who has
competed on the Alma
College Model United
Nations team since her
freshman year. “I was
shocked when I learned
I had received the award
and am looking forward
to a great experience.”
She will take classes
and study Arabic at the
International Institute of
Language and Culture,

or INLAC, in the city
of Fes. She also plans to
volunteer with an NGO,
or non-governmental organization, while staying
with a host family. Her
overseas program will
run from September 2012
until May 2013.
MUSCLE BIOLOGY
FOCUS OF SUMMER
FELLOWSHIP
>> Zakkary Hardyniec
was one of 24 undergraduate students from across
the country to receive a
summer research fellow-

ship from the American
Physiological Society
(APS). Hardyniec, a
junior from Wayne,
worked on a muscle stem
cell project at the Center
for Muscle Biology at the
University of Kentucky.
“This experience is
going to open up new
networks and channels
of people for me,” said
Hardyniec upon receiving the fellowship. “It
will help me truly define
and refine my interests
as I continue my educa-

tion and aspirations
beyond Alma College.”
Hardyniec, an integrative physiology and
health science (IPHS)
major, has worked on
research projects previously through Alma’s
PRISM program.
Alma College has had 43
Nationally Competitive
Scholarship winners, receiving
over $1.9 million in scholarships. For more information,
visit www.alma.edu/academics/scholar/listofwinners

Religious Studies Professor Brian Stratton: I helped officiate at the wedding of the beautiful loving student couple
Marc ’07 and Sarah Hong ’07 with my true love [Chaplain]
Carol Gregg at Dunning Chapel — one of the highlights of
my career at Alma College.

E V E R Y G I F T M AT T E R S

Celebrating M.J.J. Smith’s legacy

Dining with the stars
Alma College hosted the 32nd Annual Michigan High School All-Star Football game on
June 30 at Bahlke Field. The game, sponsored by the Michigan High School Football
Coaches Association, was televised live by Fox
Sports Detroit — the first-ever statewide TV
broadcast from Bahlke Field. Serving as one
of the honorary coaches was former Scot and
Gagliardi Trophy winner Josh Brehm ’06.

<< The high school football all-stars enjoyed dinner
conversations with residents of Masonic Pathways in
Alma during a visit to the local senior living facility.

student can do and expect you to produce
it. I’m definitely going to have a leg up in
medical school.”

“My heart dropped when I found out
that I was receiving this scholarship!”
she says. “The professors at Alma are
incredibly supportive. They push you to
the limit because they know what each

background,” she says. “Between that
and this scholarship, I won’t have to be
as worried about my workload and the
number of loans I’ll have to take out. I’m
super happy.”

With an interest in museum studies,
Schneider will combine history and sociology to pursue the nine-month Master
Smith, a double major in biology and
of Arts Program in the Social Sciences
history, will attend medical school at
(MAPSS) at the University of Chicago.
Michigan State University, where she
While there, she plans to expand on her
will work toward becoming a culturally previous internship experience at the Edsensitive pediatrician. She hopes to some- sel and Eleanor Ford House by exploring
day join Doctors Without Borders, an
all the museum-related opportunities that
organization that provides medical care the city has to offer.
to victims of war and disaster regardless “I’ve heard that MAPSS is intense, but
of race, religion or politics.
Alma has given me a strong academic

>>

CAMPUS NEWS

Eva Schneider ’12 and Tristan Smith
’12 are the 2012 recipients of the M.J.J.
Smith Scholarship, which is awarded to
the most outstanding graduating history
majors. The scholarship covers the cost
of one year of post-graduate studies.

Top: 2012 recipients of the M.J.J. Smith Scholarship; bottom:
Dr. M.J.J. Smith working with Joanne (Olson) Finnorn ’87

— ELLEN DOEPKE
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CAMPUS NEWS

Like

spring
term
snaps
SPRING TERM 2012 TAKES THE ALMA
EXPERIENCE AROUND THE WORLD

1- Students in John Davis’ Altitude Physiology class display the Alma flag on the
peak of Shrine Mountain in Colorado.

2- The

Eiffel Tower in France was one of
the destinations for Dan Connolly’s Art
in Paris: Medieval and Modern class.

3- Arielle DeVore inspects a mosaic during
her Architectural Ceramics course.

4- Alma

students and Assistant Professor
Zhewei Dai examined the contrasts of
modern and ancient China during their
visit to China, which included a stop at
the Great Wall.

5- Students visiting Peru gained a cultural

perspective while studying the ties between the country’s populations and
their Incan ancestors.

6- Members

of the Alma College Dance
Company took classes and performed
during their visit to Tainan University of
Technology in Taiwan.

7- Alma

students contemplated bungee
jumping during their New Zealand Experience class taught by Mel Nyman and
Eric Calhoun.

WE ASKED:

How many
times do you
think the
Spirit Rock has
seen a can of
spray paint?
YOU SAID:
Mary Quast ’89:
I remember when some
pledges buried it.
Ashley Budde ’05:
I used to tell prospective students when I worked at Alma
that the rock was originally
one foot big...the rest is paint!
Steve Crider ’00:
That rock brings back a lot of
memories — the meeting with
Dr. Stone to get approval to
dig up campus Thursday night
before Homecoming 1998;
digging with the guys from
Gelston Hall; our attempts
to pull it out of the ground;
breaking part of the backhoe
bucket; and waiting for the
alumni that buried it to show
up on campus. The looks on
their faces were priceless!
Dave Mengyan ’89:
The answer is 3.

8- Students

in Peru visited small villages,
shared life with host families, explored Incan fortresses and experienced condors.

6
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CAMPUS NEWS
(continued from previous page)

Swanson’s ability to leverage the
political and social context of midcentury America led to unprecedented
fund-raising success. His training as a
preacher made him a particularly dynamic speaker, one who was called upon
to make the case for the state’s private
higher education. These efforts helped
Swanson form relationships with businessmen throughout the state, who he in
turn called upon to support the college.

MY OPINION

A historical perspective: Reshaping a college
Bob Swanson successfully leveraged the changing political and
societal landscape in mid-century America to gain unprecedented
support for Alma College. Swanson’s vision embraced excellence,
student achievement, the liberal arts and a concern for others –
of America’s independent
convince potential donors
the “chief strands” of the Alma
college system.
that the college warranted
tradition that remain today.
Swanson and other leaders of their financial support.
— ASSISTANT PROVOST JULIE WILLIAMS ’95

Ask any Alma College student, faculty or staff member
from the years 1956 to 1980
to describe our ninth president, Dr. Robert Swanson,
and you are likely to receive
a lively response.
Some will remember the day
not long after his arrival when
Swanson backed the faculty in
the dismissal of 63 students in
an effort to raise the academic
profile of the college.
Others might recall the Western Civilization course they
completed as part of the new
liberal arts curriculum introduced in the spring of 1959.
Regardless of the memory
shared, a vivid picture soon
emerges of a leader determined to make Alma a
respected liberal arts college
committed to preparing its
students for future success.

8

Swanson’s leadership was
remarkable, not only because
he served for almost a quarter
century, but also because of
the accomplishments he and
those who served with him
helped the campus to achieve
together as a community.
In the decades following
World War II, access to a
college education became
part of the American dream.
Beginning with the GI Bill,
the government had begun
flooding American higher
education with federal dollars
in the form of both student
aid and grants for facilities.
Such government aid was
unprecedented; however,
Swanson and other leaders
in private higher education
worried that government
funding of higher education
would eventually lead to government control and the end

the college decided to refuse
federal aid because of the
risk of eventual government
control they saw inherent in
the funding scheme that was
emerging. This philosophical stand meant the college,
which was already struggling
financially in the postwar
years, would have to further
amplify its fund-raising efforts and find substantial new
sources of revenue.
The American public also
was becoming more secularized, so Swanson knew
getting further support from
the Presbyterian Church was
unlikely. Swanson believed
that people would support
something they believed in,
but Alma had to prove it was
a campus worthy of such
support. The dismissal of underperforming students and
the prompt efforts to refocus
the curriculum were among
Swanson’s earliest efforts to

Swanson also worked to
leverage the changing political and societal landscape in
America at mid-century to
try to gain support for the
college. For example, Swanson and the board opposed
government involvement in
private enterprises, particularly in higher education.
Many conservative businessmen shared similar fears that
government interventions
would undercut private business and industry.
Thus, Swanson spoke regularly on the values of free
enterprise and the competitive importance of retaining
a system of private higher
education. Swanson was
quoted in several statewide
newspaper articles that
called for men of business to
band together with private
higher education in their
efforts to remain free of
government influence.

The president used his passion for Alma
College and his belief in liberal arts
education as the heart of his fund-raising
efforts. In a time when other denominational colleges broke from their sponsoring churches, Swanson assured Michigan’s Presbyterians that Alma would
remain their college.
Similarly, when Swanson called upon
alumni for support, he spoke of the values
of the college and the reasons why Alma
graduates could be proud of their alma
mater. Swanson full-heartedly believed
that alumni support was essential for the
success of the college and wanted alumni
to consider the college a place they could
always come home to in the years ahead.
In a 1958 article in Hoot Mon, Swanson reassured alumni that while the college was
growing and making changes in many
important areas, the best parts of what
they remembered as their Alma experience remained:

“There are some things that
don’t change. A concern for
people as individuals. Excellence as a measurement of
achievement. Friendliness
that is genuine. An unapologetic Christian awareness. These things haven’t
changed in seventy-five
years. In emphasis or degree
— yes, but in the main, these
have been the chief strands
of the Alma Tradition.”

Swanson’s ability to leverage the political and social context of mid-century
America led to unprecedented fundraising success. However, as a graduate
of the college, I am most pleased to know
that the strands of the Alma tradition
President Swanson described in 1958
remain the core of the Alma experience
today. Alma remains a campus that
supports and expects excellence from
its students and faculty, and is a campus
where genuine warmth and respect for
others is valued.
President Swanson provided remarkable
leadership in reshaping the college, but
the true mark of his presidency is a campus community that continues to work
together to provide an Alma experience
worthy of believing in.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Julie Williams ’95 returned
to Alma College in July 2011
as assistant provost. She holds
a Ph.D. in Higher Education from Indiana University where she completed her
dissertation, titled Revered
Robert Draper Swanson: Funding a Christian
Liberal Arts Ethos at Alma
College. During her doctoral
studies, Williams worked as a
graduate assistant and then as
a full-time research analyst at
the Indiana University Center
for Postsecondary Research.

www.alma.edu
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T H E S T R AT E G I C P L A N

The second section
of the Strategic Plan,
“growing the college,”
describes how we will
work together to improve
the campus environment,
cultivate a culture of
innovation, grow beyond
our walls and sow the
seeds that will enable
our constituents to tell
our story to others.
Included herein are a few
examples of the ways
the campus has already
begun to embrace this
second component.

growing the college

(continued from previous page)

Key components include:
>> PRIORITIZED BUILDING RENOVATIONS, including
ater bordering McIntyre Mall, the
reconfiguration of parking lots and
a Collaborative Learning Commons, an addition to
green spaces, and the development
the library that will serve as the hub of intellectual
of scholar housing units to accomand culture life on campus; an integrated science
modate growth in enrollment.
addition, connected to the Dow Science Center,
emphasizing interdisciplinary work and reflecting
current practice in the scientific community; and an >> LINKING CAMPUS GROWTH
PLANS AND THE ALMA BUSIaddition to the Stone Recreation Center that proNESS ENVIRONMENT. Plans to
vides enhanced fitness opportunities for all students
restore the historic Alma Opera
and dedicated space for new sports.
House, located on the corner of Su>> A PHYSICAL TRANSFORMATION OF CAMPUS that
perior and State streets in downtown Alma, include the developreinforces collaborative learning and creates a more
ment of student housing units on
welcoming campus to visitors. Elements include aesthe upper floors of the building.
thetic building enhancements, an outdoor amphithe-

OBJECTIVE:
“We will ensure that the
physical campus is the
equal of peer institutions
and meets the needs of
students, faculty and staff
alike.”

GROWING
THE COLLEGE
THE MASTER PLAN: A SUMMARY
Higher education trends in
the 21st century include an
emphasis on dynamic teaching
spaces, active learning, flexibility, advanced technology, social
networking, and encouraging
discovery and creativity. Alma
College’s new master plan
incorporates these elements in
future campus development.

and marketing. “New programs are driving a need for
learning spaces that emphasize interdisciplinary work,
collaborative learning and
hands-on preparation.”

The master plan provides a
direction and set of priorities for
the development of the physical
campus. In addition to a focus
on advanced and interactive
“Technology-infused spaces
for student interaction, project learning, the plan addresses the
work, discussion and prepara- campus “front doors,” residention are vital components for tial life and its connection to the
learning,” says Ann Hall, vice Alma community.
president for communication (continued on page 11)
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T H E S T R AT E G I C P L A N

Building infrastructure
A portion of the summer’s campus construction focused not on
building new facilities but rather on the repair and enhancement
of infrastructure that is normally out-of-sight and out-of-mind.
Work crews replaced underground steam pipes and water, storm
and sewer lines in anticipation of future renovations to Gelston
Hall as well as proposed additions to the library, Dow Science
Center and Stone Recreation Center.
“We replaced extremely old infrastructure,” says Doug Dice, director of facilities. “With big projects anticipated in the years ahead,

upgrading our utilities now prepares us for future projects that are identified in the campus
master plan.”
The work included relocating the figurative
sculpture in memory of Bishop Thomas Mar
Makarios, who taught at Alma College from
1983 to 2008, to the north side of the walkway
leading from McIntyre Mall to the Hogan
Center, across from the Eddy Music Building.
www.alma.edu
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T H E S T R AT E G I C P L A N

LACROSSE:
A SPORT LIKE
NO OTHER

growing the college

Reaching out to new
markets: Athletics

OB JE C T I V E :
“We will reach out to new
markets ranging from
Chicago to China while
increasing our strength
across Michigan and
especially in our home
state’s urban centers.”

Tim DeFilippo ’15 dedicated much of
his time to lacrosse during his last two
years of high school. Spending the next
four without the sport wasn’t an option.
When he met Jason Levesque, men’s lacrosse coach, he knew Alma College was
the place where he wanted to pad up.

REACHING
NEW MARKETS

DeFilippo, who’s from Chicago, says he
also loved Alma’s atmosphere. Thanks
to a welcoming campus, he felt like
he fit in the moment he stepped onto
campus. It’s a feeling that applies to the
lacrosse team as well.

Alma College’s strategic
plan to increase enrollment to 1,700 means
recruiting more students
from out-of-state and
international regions as
well as students interested in new programs,
both in academics and
athletics. The growth will
provide “a richer and
more diverse intellectual
environment” in order to
provide more opportunities for Alma students.

12
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“If it weren’t for Coach Levesque, I
might have gone somewhere else,” he
says. “His lacrosse career, as well as the
way he teaches the game, impressed me
so much. I knew I wanted the chance to
play on his team.”

COLLEGE WITH A KILT
Reaching out to new markets:
The Highland Arts
A dancer since the age of
4, Heather Randell ’15 has
qualified for Highland dance’s
national championship nine
times in her life. When it came
time to leave her home in
California, she says she knew
college without a kilt just
wouldn’t be the same.
“Other girls told me a lot of
great things about Alma, and
I knew I wanted the opportunity to continue dancing,” she
says. “When I received both
Highland dance and academic
scholarships, I just couldn’t
turn Alma down.”
Between phone calls and
Skype sessions, Randell fought
off homesickness during her

first year at Alma by staying in
touch with family and friends
back home. She also found
some other ways to cope,
including highland dance.
“Dance is a huge stress reliever for me,” she says. “I can’t
imagine what I would do
with all my time if I weren’t
dancing. Staying busy with
that, schoolwork and new
friends also helped me cope.
After a while, I didn’t have
time to be homesick.”
Because she has been dancing
for such a long time, Randell,
unfortunately, has had her
share of injuries. Inspired by
this, she plans to major in integrative physiology and health

science at Alma and become a
physical therapist herself.
“I’ve been in a physical therapy
office and seen firsthand how
therapists interact with
patients,” she says. “I like that
their focus is to help people get
better, so they can return to
doing what they love.”
For now, Randell says she is
enjoying every step – and leap
– of her Alma experience.
“I love the small class sizes,”
she says. “The professors at
Alma are extremely helpful,
and I feel very comfortable
asking them for help if I have
any sort of problem.

“The guys on the team are the best
part about playing lacrosse,” he says.
“I know it’s a little cliché, but we are
a family. We all care about each other,
and I couldn’t imagine playing with
anyone else.”
Though DeFilippo is unsure what his
major will be, he has quite a few ideas
about what he would like to do after
Alma. Not surprisingly, some of them
involve his passion for lacrosse.
“I would like to start my own lacrosse company and sell equipment
and apparel,” he says. “Lacrosse is
like no other sport in the world.
Right before the first whistle, I think
about how the game is going to go
and how I am going to affect its outcome. I love the adrenaline.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

— ELLEN DOEPKE

www.alma.edu
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T H E S T R AT E G I C P L A N

INNOVATIVE LEARNING
“At Alma, I knew
that I could travel
extensively while
getting all the
attention and help
that I needed to
succeed throughout
my college
experience...
I haven’t been
disappointed yet.”

Learning at Alma has always occurred beyond traditional classroom instruction. Spring Term
travel courses, student research, community service, leadership development and more provide opportunities for students to experience learning in non-traditional ways that are impactful and life-changing. Here are other examples of alternative approaches to teaching.

STUDY ABROAD: ’AMAZING OPPORTUNITIES’
While completing high school as a foreign
exchange student in Mount Pleasant,
Tiana Azevedo ’14 made the decision to
stay in the United States for college. The
native Brazilian visited many campuses,
but she says she wanted the kind of experience that came along with attending a
small, liberal arts school.

growing the college

O BJ E C T I VE :
“We will reach out to new
markets ranging from
Chicago to China while
increasing our strength
across Michigan and
especially in our home
state’s urban centers.”

“At Alma, I knew that I could travel
extensively while getting all the attention and help that I needed to succeed
throughout my college experience,” she
says. “I haven’t been disappointed yet. My
experiences as an Alma student, especially
those abroad, have been amazing!”
As a freshman, Azevedo had the opportunity to travel to England, Scotland and
France during Spring Term. The following year, she received a Posey Global
Fellowship, which allowed her to work in
an orphanage for HIV-positive children in
South Africa.

Reaching out to new
markets: International
“South Africa was for sure a life-changing
experience, even coming from Brazil,
where the social cleavages are enormous,”
she says. “It taught me to value what I
have: the food on my table, the friends
that I have around me, and the amazing
opportunities presented to me.”
Now, as a junior, she plans to spend a
semester abroad in Scotland, where she
will begin research for her senior thesis.
Azevedo, a political science major, says
she hopes her Alma experience will
ultimately help her achieve success in
international relations.
“Political science really fascinates me,”
she says. “Alma’s program is amazing, the
professors are helpful, and the classes are
interesting. I intend to go to law school,
where I’ll be able to study international
law in depth.”
But the political science program is hardly
all Azevedo loves about Alma. She says
there’s a lot to be said for a small campus.
“Because of Alma’s size, it’s possible for
you to get to know your professors and
have a friendly relationship with them,”
she says. “I love how I don’t need to drive
to get to my classes and how everyone is
super welcoming. Alma was the perfect
match for me.”

Learning at high attitude

FOR 15 YEARS, JOHN DAVIS HAS TAKEN
STUDENTS TO SHRINE MOUNTAIN IN
COLORADO TO EXPERIENCE FIRSTHAND
THE EFFECTS OF HIGH ALTITUDE EXPOSURE.
Students in his Altitude Physiology class take physiologic
measures on themselves before,
during and after they are at
11,500 feet above sea level.
“The class is taught in a livinglearning environment,” says
Davis, the Charles A. Dana
Professor of Integrative Physiology and Health Science. “The
students experience firsthand
the physiological effects of living
at high altitude, which includes
higher breathing rates because
there is less oxygen in the air.”
Davis also has taken students to
Mt. Chimborazo, located near the
equator in Ecuador, to test high
altitude exposure on climbers.
The students measure lung function, test markers in the blood
and conduct other exams.

“Our goal is to determine the
physiological differences between
people who live at high altitude
and people who live at sea level,”
says Davis. “We tested individuals
from both Quito, where residents
live at 9,000 feet above sea level,
and Guayaquil, an Ecuadorian city at sea level. We want to
see the differences on how they
respond to high altitude.”
The summit of Mt. Chimborazo is 20,700 feet above sea
level. Davis and his students
conducted their study at Carrel
Hut, a stopping-off facility at
16,000-feet above sea level for
individuals seeking to climb to
the mountain’s summit.
— MIKE SILVERTHORN

growing the college

OBJECTIVE:
“We will cultivate a culture
of innovation by encouraging
both best practice — and
measuring ourselves against
a strong group of peer and
aspirant colleges — and by
providing resources to pilot
innovations in our core work
of educating students.”

— ELLEN DOEPKE
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<< From top: Students
in the 24-Hour Media
Challenge class explore
an organic farm, visit a
boat-building business
in the Upper Peninsula,
and display their class
projects in Second Life,
an online virtual world.

T H E S T R AT E G I C P L A N

RECOGNITION

growing the college

THE 24HOUR
MEDIA
CHALLENGE

O BJEC TIVE:
“We will cultivate a culture of
innovation by encouraging
both best practice — and
measuring ourselves against
a strong group of peer and
aspirant colleges — and by
providing resources to pilot
innovations in our core work
of educating students.”

ROLE-PLAYING: ’CRITICAL THINKING AT ITS BEST’
USING A PEDAGOGY CALLED REACTING TO THE PAST,
STEPHANY SLAUGHTER EMPLOYS A ROLE-PLAYING
GAME IN HER SPANISH 352 CLASS, “HISPANICAMERICAN CULTURE AND CIVILIZATION,” THAT
ENGAGES STUDENTS BY HAVING THEM STUDY AND
PORTRAY HISTORICAL MEXICAN FIGURES.

Students have responded favorably
in their feedback to the pedagogy. In
assessing her experience, one student
wrote, “You really had to become the
character and think, ‘How might this
person react?’ Learning in this manner
really helped me to retain and internalize the information I was given.
The game provided an interactive way
to learn history.”

As part of the game, students portray
historical figures in a scenario with
other characters. Students remain in
character during the scenario, acting
on the goals and desires of their characters in the time period and culture in
which the character lived.

The teaching initiative is part of an ongoing collaboration between Slaughter
and Jon Truitt, a history faculty member at neighboring Central Michigan
University, to develop a game based
on the Mexican Revolution that can be
used in both history classes taught in
English and upper level courses taught
in Spanish.

While Slaughter says she is still learning how to best implement the pedagogy in her classes, she appreciates how
the activity encourages creativity and
a better understanding of historical
processes and debates. As part of the
activity, students must prepare and
deliver a speech to convince others of
To assist in preparing for the role-play, the character’s point of view as well
the students receive a “game book”
as a propaganda piece informed by
with information about their character. primary source documents.
Their dialogue and decisions then are
informed by history.
“Because the students are playing roles
outside of themselves, it allows them
“This is critical thinking at its best,”
different kinds of conversations on
says Slaughter, assistant professor of
critical, and potentially controversial,
Spanish. “The students seek and inter- issues, like the relationship between
act with primary source materials in
church and state, immigration, social
preparation of the role and apply it in a genres like the treatment of women,
new way. They learn about cause-and- land reform, foreign interventions,
effect, the history and the language,
education and the role of governand the moment itself.”
ment,” says Slaughter.
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“I was honored when Jon asked me to
participate in this exciting pedagogy,”
says Slaughter. “I have been researching how cultural production has
framed the memory of the Mexican
Revolution since my dissertation. Collaborating with Jon has given me the
opportunity to refresh not only how I
look at the Revolution as a scholar, but
how I teach it.”
— MIKE SILVERTHORN

ANNUAL
FACULTY

virtual reality, alternative reality games and
more — Thall challenges his students to capture,
transform and distribute multimedia projects in
minutes and hours rather than in days or weeks.

ANDISON
EXCELLENCE
IN TEACHING
AWARDS
2012 Recipients:

Kristin Olbertson
Assistant Professor
of History

Steven Vest

Associate Professor
of Library Science
Established in 2010 and
supported by a gift from
Thomas Andison, these
awards recognize excellence in the classroom
through pedagogical
innovation, creative
activities with students
and superior teaching.

After exploring a specific technology in class,
Thall gives his students 24 hours to create a
multimedia project. Teaming up with Jeff Abernathy’s Environmental Literature class last May,
Thall’s students visited organic and wind farms in
Gratiot County and traveled to Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula for a kayak adventure. The field trips
provided the students the environmental themes
and issues on which to base their projects.

BARLOW
FACULTY
AWARDS

or me, traditional classroom lecturing is not the most effective way
to engage students,” says Andrew Thall, assistant professor of
mathematics and computer science. “The goal for
the 24-hour Media Challenge class is to have them
establish ownership of the technology and their
material and then apply the technology right away
while grappling with the question: How do you
maintain quality when you have to work quickly?”

Creating a comic has never been so easy. Using
an iPad app, you can take a photo of someone
or something, input it, turn it into a cartoon and
create dialogue captions in a matter of minutes.

Will Nichols

“Twenty years ago, digital publishing and Web
technology didn’t exist; you couldn’t publish a
comic in 24 hours like you can now,” says Thall,
who explores digital creativity in his New Media
Studies class, The 24-hour Media Challenge.

Critique days include a discussion of technology,
aesthetics, ethics and media theory as they relate
to creative work “in an age of instantaneous
global media-sharing,” says Thall.

“F

Using mobile devices such as iPads and a vast
array of available online technologies — including social media, animation, video, web content,

Students produced Websites, posters, podcasts,
comic books, videos and blogs. Some also worked
in Second Life, an online virtual world in which
Alma College has a place where the students can
display their projects.

“The class worked extremely well,” says Thall.
“The students had fun and were engaged.”

2012 Recipients:

Chih-Ping Chen

Associate Professor
of English
Secrest Professor
of Music
Established in 1982 by
the late Dr. Joel Barlow
’29, this annual cash
stipend recognizes
high levels of faculty
contribution “to furthering the educational
mission of the College.”
Teaching, scholarship,
creativity or performance, and college and
community service are
acknowledged.

— MIKE SILVERTHORN
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ALMA IN THE NEWS

T H E S T R AT E G I C P L A N

GETTING
INVOLVED

growing the college

Alumni engagement
plan developed for
major markets
Alma alumni in metro Detroit
and west Michigan have come
together over the past years to help
keep alumni connected. Building
on their success, we are looking at
an expanded roundtable concept
to help facilitate and develop opportunities for connections in some
of our other high-density alumni/
friend areas, including Lansing,
the Great Lakes Bay region, central
Michigan, Chicago and northern
Michigan.

THE ANDES:

Picchu. The latter was Aaron Hollenberg’s
favorite part of the trip.

CULTURAL TIES
BETWEEN PAST
AND PRESENT

“I was amazed at how beautiful the area
around Machu Picchu was,” he says. “It is
still in great condition after 600 years. The
class helped me appreciate the civilizations
that flourished in the Americas.”

Spring Term travel courses allow
students extraordinary opportunities
to experience how cultures adapt to the
challenges and opportunities of their
local environments. Last May, Alma
students traveled to Peru to study the
ties between the country’s populations
and their Incan ancestors.

Alma students also gained a culturally
relevant perspective regarding the strength
of Incan traditions by staying with a host
family. Bonhage-Freund says she hopes that
the class opened “windows to the world”
for students in ways they never would have
otherwise experienced.

“I hope that students now realize that every
freely lived and developed culture is valu“Wherever you go in Peru, there
able and ‘best’ for its own people in their
are numerous and close connections
geographic and historic context,” she says.
between past and present people and
“If the trip dispelled some of their ethnocencultures,” says Mary Theresa Bontrism and instilled in them a desire to learn
hage-Freund, who taught the class.
more about other cultures, then this course
“Students were charged to consider the was a success.”
factors which influenced the development of so many noteworthy Peruvian For Hollenberg, an Indiana senior, that’s exactly what this Spring Term experience did.
lifestyles, as well as the factors that
cause them to share common traits.”
“I learned that cultures change over time and
While in Peru, Alma students had the adapt,” he says. “When in Peru, I saw how
the indigenous people adapted to tourists visopportunity to explore fortresses, ariting the country while at the same time hold
chitecture, astronomical observatories
and spiritual centers, as well as famous on to their traditional beliefs and values.”
sites such as Lake Titicaca and Machu
— ELLEN DOEPKE
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The main purposes of alumni
roundtables are to strengthen
connections among alumni while
also promoting the college in that
region. The roundtables are encouraged to develop a minimum of
three events per year in that region,
aiming for one that allows for networking/career building, one that
assists with admissions/recruiting,
and one that provides an opportunity for service or philanthropy.
The Alumni Office strives to provide support for a basic structure,
beyond which the groups can
expand if they have enough interest
and time. This structure would
include two meetings a year to provide campus updates and help with
event planning, plus an all-roundtable meeting at homecoming to
share ideas. Each group can define
their leadership structure, but we
would encourage a minimum of a
president/chair and a secretary.

NEW
APPOINTMENTS
OBJE C TIVE :
“We will enable all of
Alma’s constituencies
— on the campus
and off — to tell the
compelling story
of the College,
identifying our key
strengths.”

A

lma has received significant state
and national media visibility over
the last several months. Here are
just a few examples:

>> On March 30, 2012, a headline in the national Inter-

net newspaper Huffington Post screamed: “Alma
College Dominates Model UN.” The Associated
Press story by national education writer Justin Pope
went on to read: “At the real United Nations, vetowielding heavyweights like China, Russia and the
United States dominate. In the college version, the
unlikely superpower hails from rural central Michigan: tiny Alma College.” The story with photos
appeared coast-to-coast in more than 50 metro daily
newspapers, including the Detroit Free Press, San
Francisco Chronicle, Minneapolis Star Tribune, Boston
Globe, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Seattle Times, Kansas
City Star, and more.

Would you like to help us connect
with more alumni and friends?
Please join us at our roundtable
meeting at 9:30 a.m. Sunday of
Homecoming weekend in the
Hamilton Commons faculty dining
room, or e-mail alumnihouse@
alma.edu
to get involved.

>> Faculty biologist Dave Clark revealed decep-

Lou

>> The USA Today reported on April 5 about how

Lou Ecken ’95
Director of Alumni Engagement

EXTRA!
EXTRA!

tive behavior found in male wolf spiders in the
March 28 edition of “Academic Minute” — a
national Public Radio podcast featuring advances
in academic research. Clark’s research focuses
on animal communication and the evolution of
visual displays. The podcast link received more
hits than any in the history of the “Academic
Minute” series.
many Midwestern liberal arts colleges — including
Alma College — are using lacrosse as a strategy to
recruit students from metropolitan communities.

>> President Jeff Abernathy was quoted in a Wash-

ington Post story last March about the Collegiate
Learning Assessment tool used by hundreds of
colleges to measure learning from enrollment to
graduation. “It’s hard data about student learning
across all the disciplines of higher education,” says
Abernathy.

Ann Hall, who has served as
assistant provost and special
assistant to the president, was
named vice president for communication and marketing
effective July 1, 2012. Hall will
oversee the development of
an integrative marketing plan
aimed primarily at bolstering
recruitment efforts and improving national reputation.
In addition, the College has
hired a national marketing
firm, Mindpower, Inc., to assess
the Alma brand and develop a
creative direction that differentiates Alma from its competitors,
unifies messages, raises the perception of the value of an Alma
education, increases awareness
of Alma College and positions
Alma to tap into wider markets.

>> In April, communication and new media studies
faculty member Joanne Gilbert was featured on
the National Public Radio Web site about everevolving community technology and how it is
changing the nature of human interaction.

>> The 32nd East-West High School All-Star Foot-

ball Game was moved to Alma College, with the
game played June 30 at Bahlke Field. The game,
featuring 88 of Michigan’s top high school players,
produced tremendous statewide media visibility
for Alma College as the host site of the game, including the live TV game broadcast on FoxSports
Detroit and more than 100 newspaper clippings.

Bob Garcia, admissions director,
has been appointed vice president for enrollment. He replaces
Karen Klumpp ’87, who was
named associate vice president
for academic affairs and director
of the Center for Student Opportunity. The college will conduct
a national search for a director of
admissions during the 2012-13
academic year.

www.alma.edu
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SCOTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

CHELSEA FOSTER ’06
ELIZABETH PARKINSON ’84
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD

HOMETOWN:
Flushing, Mich.

PROFESSIONAL STATUS: I recently joined the

Elizabeth Parkinson ’84

has a new assignment:
advancing the Detroit Lions’ brand.

T

he veteran marketing and communications
professional who has promoted job creation
in Michigan, developed and implemented
the Ann Arbor SPARK marketing strategy
and expanded the Pure Michigan tourist campaign, was
selected in July to direct the marketing and communication efforts of the Detroit Lions. She is this year’s
recipient of the Distinguished Alumni Award, which
recognizes graduates who bring distinction to Alma
College through their professions, set strong examples
for others, and serve their communities.
“Elizabeth was part of the creative team that developed
the Pure Michigan marketing campaign, which promotes
the great beauty and essence of our great state,” says
Carol Hyble, vice president for advancement. “She is an
energetic, bright and highly successful person who represents Alma College extremely well. She is a go-getter,
someone you want on your team.”
Parkinson developed and implemented the Ann Arbor
SPARK marketing strategy and plan. During her tenure,
SPARK grew to national recognition with aggressive
public relations outreach, targeted advertising and the
development and use of digital and social media tools.
Prior to joining Ann Arbor SPARK, from 1992-2002 she
was employed by Edelman Public Relations in Chicago,
where she executed creative campaigns for multi-national clients, including Microsoft, Kraft, KFC, Pizza Hut, FTD,
Case IH, Allstate, Abbott, Pfizer, Fuji Film, Mexico Ministry of Tourism, Underwriters Laboratories and Whirlpool.
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Detroit Lions as senior vice
president of marketing and
partnerships. It’s a new
position where I oversee
all of the Lions marketing,
communications, social
and digital media and
corporate sponsorships.
Prior to the Lions, I was
head of marketing and
communications for the
State of Michigan. Located
in Lansing, the Michigan
Economic Development
Corporation is the State’s
agency for the retention
and attraction of business,
talent and tourism. I had
the pleasure of overseeing
and expanding the very
successful Pure Michigan
campaign.

FAVORITE MOVIES/TV
SHOWS: Recently: The
King’s Speech. Of all time:
The Sound of Music.
TV: “The Colbert Report”
and “Chopped.”

MOST VISITED
WEBSITES: This is tough;
I’m such a random surfer.
For news, Huff Post, FREEP
and A2.com. We’re addicted to Rotten Tomatoes
for movie reviews, the
Dominos Pizza Tracker and,
of course, DetroitLions.com
and Michigan.org!

BOOK YOU ARE
READING: The last book I
read was Tina Fey’s Smarty
Pants. I’m relegated to
magazines for summer
reading, and my favorite is
the New Yorker.

FAVORITE TRAVEL/
VACATION EXPERIENCE: It’s tough to top
our year around the world
in 2005 — 16 countries in

11 months. My top three
locations were Angor Wat,
Cambodia; Great Barrier
Reef/Cape Tribulation,
Australia; and the Canal
du Nivernais in Burgundy
France. Last February,
Frank and I were in Cabo
San Lucas for my 50th and
our 20th and loved it.

HOW YOU SPEND YOUR
FREE TIME: Spending
time with our four children,
traveling, reading, water
sports.

YOUR HERO:
Nelson Mandela

YOUR GREATEST LOVE:
Frank Parkinson

WHY DID YOU CHOOSE
TO ATTEND ALMA?
I loved the idea of a small
school environment and
the chance to lead and be
involved, and they offered
a really nice scholarship,
which made it affordable.

WHY HAVE YOU STAYED
INVOLVED WITH ALMA?
Alma really makes an
effort to stay connected to
alumni and make you feel
a part of the family. Alma
and President Abernathy
are doing so many things
right, from extraordinary
leadership programs, to
better connectivity to the
town of Alma; it’s very
forward-thinking and
entrepreneurial.

FAMILY AT ALMA:
There’s a list! Husband:
Frank Parkinson ’82.
Siblings: Sabrina Baker
Gross ’79, Martha Baker
Larsen ’81 and Mark Baker
’85. In-laws: Doug Gross
’77, Scott Larsen, ’79,
Mary Buckley Baker ’90,
Nancy Gross Eggenberger
’80 and Chuck Gross ’75.
Nephews: Erik and Brian
Larsen and niece-in-law

YOUNG ALUMNI AWARD

Book you are
reading: Locavesting, a

Maricatherine Eggenberger and rising freshman
Brian Eggenberger.

short read on creative ways
to allow average people
to invest in small, local
businesses that would
otherwise have difficulty
getting traditional financing. I also read Motor Trend
magazine cover-to-cover
every month.

FAVORITE ALMA
PROFESSOR: George
Gazmararian. Gaz peaked
my interest in business,
finance and was an incredible mentor during my time
as his TA.

Favorite travel/
vacation experience:

Alma activities: I have
great memories of my time
as an AZT, working at Saga,
playing intramural football
and on OC.

LAST TIME YOU WORE A
KILT? Ah...never!
IF YOU COULD GO BACK
IN TIME TO ANY YEAR
IN ALMA COLLEGE HISTORY, WHEN WOULD
YOU CHOOSE? The time
that I was there...’80-’84

WHAT MEMORY FROM
YOUR ALMA COLLEGE
CAREER DO YOU WISH
YOU COULD GO BACK
AND RELIVE? You don’t
realize until you leave college that you’ll never again
have long swaths of time
to kill...just sitting around
with friends discussing
lord knows what...priceless. Especially when it
involved mid-afternoon
popcorn paid for with
bottle return funds.

HOW DO YOU ORDER
YOUR SAM’S?
Pepperoni, double cheese

GREATEST ACCOMPLISHMENT (SO FAR):
Changing the perception
about Michigan as a desirable location to visit, do
business and work.

WHAT DO YOU STILL
WANT TO ACCOMPLISH?
To make the Detroit Lions
a sought-after national
brand.

C

helsea Foster ’06 is this year’s recipient of the
Young Alumni Award, presented annually to a
recent graduate who has given faithful service
to Alma College and his or her community.

“Hired as city manager of Ithaca in 2009, Chelsea continues the work of promoting business in mid-Michigan
that he started as an intern and then project manager at
Greater Gratiot Development,” says Lou Ecken, director
of alumni engagement. “He works tirelessly for improvements in the Gratiot County area and has demonstrated a
great ability to promote collaboration within the county.”

Hometown: Edmore, Mich.
Professional status:
City Manager, City of Ithaca.
It is a great job that involves
just about everything that
makes a community “tick”
— public works, police,
fire/rescue, planning and
economic development, and
all the other day-to-day things
that arise in a small town.
I can’t imagine a job with
more variety. It is a wonderful
community with a lot going
for it, including a great school
system and world-class businesses.

Favorite movies/TV
shows: I love goofy classic movies — Me, Myself &
Irene, The Chase, Dumb and

Dumber, National Lampoon
(especially Christmas Vacation), and Batman the Movie.
TV Shows: “Modern Marvels,”
“Under the Radar Michigan,”
“Off the Record with Tim
Skubick,” and “The McLaughlin Group.” Gotta have goofy
shows too – I’m hooked on
“The Office.”

Most visited websites:
I use Facebook as a portal for
both tracking news and posting city-related information
at work. I check out the local
newspaper websites every
morning, too. Over the weekend if we want to get away for
a day trip, I use michigan.org
frequently.

I studied for a month in Argentina with Prof. Mueller’s
economics Spring Term
class, along with an art and
Spanish class – it was awesome getting immersed in
a country where I had to
put my Spanish education
to work and live in a different cultural environment.
More recently, we traveled
to Germany on a local
government exchange and
just returned from a Rotary
exchange to England —
both trips were amazing.

How you spend your
free time: I take a lot of
pride in keeping my lawn
and landscaping looking
nice, and hand-washing/
waxing my car — both are
therapy to me!

Your hero: I am impressed with people who
are successful in life and
make it their life mission to
give back to their community. Local historical figures
like Ammi Wright continue
to amaze me, as do current
ones who are making a difference in the community
right now.

Your greatest love:
Jillian (Cline) Foster ’06 and
Petra Josephine Foster.

Why did you choose
to attend Alma? It felt
like the “right place” for
me. I felt the least pressure
to instantly decide at 18
years old what I wanted to
be when I grew up.

Why have you stayed
involved with Alma?
There are many big, exciting developments the college is pushing forward to
improve both the campus
experience and the connection to the wider community — I want to be a part
of this positive change.
Things like downtown student housing and a bigger
push for local internships
are going to be more of a
game changer than I think
most people realize. Action
is happening between
groups that previously did
not even interact with each
other — that’s exciting.

Family at Alma: Cousins Anthony and Danielle
Foster, wife (Jillian),
brothers-in-law Joe, Jarred
and Jameson Cline.

Favorite Alma professor: Jim Mueller. He
helped me understand
complex issues from all
angles and always seemed
passionate about teaching.
He also introduced me
to my first internship at
Greater Gratiot Development, which basically
launched my career. Jim
was the founding president
of the organization.

Alma activities:
I was involved in the
Adventure Club, which
was an unconventional
group that did things like
downhill skiing, rustic
camping, paddle sports …
you name it. I also played
intramural sports, mainly
floor hockey, volleyball,
etc. I played around with a
lot of digital media-related
stuff in the computer labs.
I guess you could say I
was (and still am) a nerd.

Last time you wore
a kilt: I was on the Alma
Highland Festival Board of
Directors up until two years
ago; I wore a kilt the whole
festival weekend in 2010!

If you could go back
in time to any year
in Alma College history, when would
you choose? It seems
like the late 60s and early
70s were exciting times
from what I’ve heard. The
Swanson years seem to
have been a defining time.

What memory from
your Alma College
career do you wish
you could go back
and relive? Boy, it
would be fun to do the
whole thing again. They really were some of the best
years of my life!

How do you order
your Sam’s? Gotta be
double crust, baked on a
screen, toppings are not
too important. Ranch and
spices on the side. Pitcher
of Coke to share with
friends.

Greatest accomplishment (so far):
I just feel great about having a happy, healthy family, a nice house, and a job
I love. What more can one
ask for? At the workplace,
I strive to build trust and
confidence in our employees and enable them to
do the best they can. That
is a never-ending job,
but I think maintaining a
positive work environment
is step one for building a
world-class operation.

What do you still
want to accomplish?
I wish to be able to someday give back, substantially, to my community
and my alma mater.

www.alma.edu
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chologists who evaluate a
person’s perspective, both
positive and negative, on
their past, their present,
and perceived future.

Favorite travel/
vacation experience:

DALE NESTER ’75

GEORGE HEBERT SERVICE AWARD

Marion and I just returned
from a combined golf/
sight-seeing trip to Ireland.
We had a great time. I
played most of the famous
courses in southern Ireland
(Ballybunion, Tralee, Old
Head), and she kissed the
Blarney Stone.

How you spend your
free time: We are active

P

resented annually to alumni for their loyalty and

service to Alma College and the Alumni Association, the George Hebert Service Award is named
in the memory of George Hebert, the 1920
alumnus whose love of Alma College and work on behalf of
the institution was an inspiration to all alumni. This year’s
recipient is Dale Nester ’75.
“Dale has been a staunch supporter of Alma College in
every way, participating on the Alumni Board for many
years as well as returning to campus to help with career
and recruiting events and at least one presidential search
committee,” says Lou Ecken, director of alumni engagement. “Dale regularly talks about Alma College to prospective students — even when they are in the dentist’s chair
— and anyone else he meets.”

Hometown: The last 33
years have been in Ithaca, MI.
Professional Status:

I have been in private dental
practice for 33 years and
partnered with another Alma
Scot, Dr. Martha Bamfield ’83,
since her graduation from
dental school. Together we
have grown to an 11-treatment
room, state-of-the-art dental
practice with 17 employees.

Favorite movies/TV
shows: I find I am watching

less and less television than
ever before. I love watching the Red Wings and NHL
playoff hockey. I am a big fan
of The Simpsons, Seinfeld reruns, and the Golf Channel’s
“Big Break” series.
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in the Ithaca Presbyterian
Church — both sing in the
choir, and I lead an adult
Bible study class during the
school year. We love our
vacation home at Canadian
Lakes. Boating, golfing,
barbecuing, hosting friends
and relatives, walking our
dog, Polly, and sitting on
the deck in the early morning and at sunset.

Your heroes: Probably
my parents. From my dad,
I learned his determined
work ethic. From my
mother, her sense of fairness and honesty. My wife
Marion would be another
because she is unflinching in her commitment to
people, family and doing
the right thing.
Your greatest love:

surfer of the net. I do have an
iPad with a number of apps
that get me my daily information: USA Today, Detroit Free
Press, NPR, NPR Music, ESPN
and my favorite, The Civil War
Today. It is a daily synopsis
of the Civil War during this
150-year anniversary.

My wife, Marion Broadwell
Nester ’75, we met the
first day at Alma, 9/22/71,
when the second floors
of Bruske had a mixer
organized by our RAs. We
dated once as freshmen
and reconnected as sophomores, engaged before our
junior year, and married
after graduation. It was a
long engagement, but our
relationship provided the
stability I needed to fully
concentrate on my studies
and ultimately being accepted into dental school.

Book you are
reading: I recently finished

Why did you choose
to attend Alma? I was

Most visited
websites: I am not a big

a book by Tom Coyne, A
Course Called Ireland, where
the author walks the perimeter of Ireland, carrying his
golf clubs playing all the links
courses he can find. Also The
Time Paradox by Zimbardo
and Boyd, Stanford psy-

accepted to U-M as well as
Eastern, Central and Alma.
Conventional thinking was
going to U-M for undergrad
would give you the inside
track on acceptance to dental school, but when a high
school weeklong “college

search” stopped unexpectedly at Alma, the reception
we received was exceptional. I fell in love with the
campus and the “feel” of
the people. I could fully see
myself being successful
in this environment. I was
the first in our family to go
to college, so I was basing
this solely on my instincts.
It was my first step to the
life I now enjoy and love.

I didn’t have a ton of them,
as I seemed to spend most
of my afternoons in labs.

Why have you stayed
involved with Alma?

to be around during the fire
of Old Main. It was tragic
but changed the course of
the college and put into
works the new building
campaign for the SAC.

I know I am preaching
to the choir in regard to
the virtues of an Alma
College education, but in
today’s ever-confusing and
polarizing world, we need
educated leaders with a
big-picture mentality who
understand more about
life than just the skills to
remain employed.

Family at Alma: Broth-

er Ron for one year. Son
Kyle graduated in 2004
and teaches orchestra at
Chippewa Hills near Remus. Marion’s sister Beth
’68 and brother-in-law Rich
Winslow ’68. Her brother
Jack attended for one year
in 1969-70.

Favorite Alma professors: Dr. Larry Witttle

and Dr. Richard Roeper,
both biology. I was blessed
to have had Joe Sutfin, Joe
Walser, M.J.J. Smith, and
Gibson as well, all stellar
teachers. But Dr. Wittle
and Dr. Roeper stand out.
I will never forget the look
on Dr. Wittle’s face when
I announced to him at
our first advisor-student
meeting that I knew I would
be a successful dentist if I
could just get the grades
here at Alma. His many
multiple choice questions
were harder than anything
I faced in dental school. Dr.
Roeper’s Aquatic Biology
Spring Term class was a
classic. Nearly drowning
in waders taking water
samples in the Pine River
downstream from Total
Petroleum and then having
canoe races at the bog and
having morel soup for the
first time were memories
not to be forgotten.

Alma activities: TriBeta, Theta Chi Fraternity,
and “B” intramural sports.

SCOTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

Last time you wore
a kilt: I have never worn

one. Could I wear one in
the parade?

If you could go back
in time to any year
in Alma College history, when would
you choose? Perhaps

Hometown: Alma (local
talent…not a townie!)
Professional status:

EMILY LINCOLN ’02

SMITH DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD

How do you order
your Sam’s: Back in

1971-75, it was ham and
double cheese, all for
$1.29. Now we add green
pepper and have half of it
with no sauce.

Favorite movies/TV
shows: Favorite movie:

Greatest accomplishment (so far):

I am very pleased to have
been married for 37 years
with three intellectual,
compassionate and employed children. I am very
proud of the modern dental
facility and philosophy that
Dr. Bamfield and I have
developed in Ithaca. The
most significant, however,
might be the dental clinic
I have built in La Esperanza, Honduras. With the
guidance and support of
the La Esperanza Lion’s
Club and the experience of
my college roommate, Dr.
Robert Foote ’75, and his
wife Sandy (Caswell) Foote
’76, there are equipment
and chairs for five workstations. The equipment is
by the club to treat their
community members in
need, currently over 100
per month.

T

he Smith Distinguished Service Award is presented annually to a graduate who believes in
Alma College and has assisted with student
recruitment, provided career steps through
internships or employment, or visited the campus to
attend events, speak to a class, or serve on a college
council or board. This award is named in honor of Art ’38
and Carra Jones ’42 Smith.
This year’s recipient is Emily Lincoln ’02, site controller at
Hemlock Semiconductor, a subsidiary of the Dow Corning
Corp. Prior to her current position, she was a financial
analyst for Dow Corning.
“Emily has worked to keep Alma College in the main list of
campuses through which Dow Corning hires their accounting/finance interns, which then translates to full time positions for many interns,” says Lou Ecken, director of alumni
engagement. “She returns to campus for all career events,
bringing an entourage of additional alumni with her each
time. She also returns to speak to various classes.”

What do you still
want to accomplish?

I love what I do and do not
have an end date in mind,
but I did graduate from
Alma with a secondary
teaching certificate as well.
I would like to be a clinical
instructor at Ferris State
University’s Dental Hygiene
program. I feel I could be
an important resource for
the students in meshing
the lessons learned in the
classroom with the realities of the real world.

I have worked for Dow
Corning for 10 years in various finance and accounting roles. In my current
position, I lead a small
team that oversees the
daily financial operations
of Hemlock Semiconductor.
Hemlock Semiconductor is
a world leader in providing
polycrystalline silicon used
in the manufacturing of
semiconductor devices and
solar cells.

The Princess Bride. Favorite
TV shows: “The West Wing”
and “American Pickers,”
(perhaps the result of being
married to a social studies
teacher).

Most visited website:
Weather.com (I know, it’s a
strange addiction.)

Book you are reading: Black Wind by Clive
Cussler

Favorite travel/
vacation experience:
I’ve had the opportunity to
travel to several locations
in Asia and Europe, but
was most fortunate to
spend time in and around
Tokyo, Japan. Although a
business trip, my husband,
Adam, was able to travel
with me, and we enjoyed
the beautiful sights and
Japanese culture.

How you spend your
free time: Playing golf
and spending time on
Drummond Island with
Adam and our black lab,
Jake.
The Alumni Awards are distributed annually during
Homecoming weekend. This years combined Alumni Awards
and Choir Concert takes place on Saturday, October 6, 2012,
7:00–9:00 p.m. in the Remick Heritage Center, Presbyterian
Hall. All alumni are welcome to attend. For a more complete
Homecoming 2012 schedule, please see page 27 or visit the
alumni page on the Web site —
 www.alma.edu.

Your hero/greatest
love: I actually have one
answer for both questions.
My hero is my greatest
love. My husband Adam,
is an amazing man and I

am beyond lucky to have
him as my partner in life.
He inspires me to be the
woman I am and shows me
what’s most important in
life. He is an extraordinary
teacher who deeply cares
for his students, and I am
very proud of him.

Why did you choose
to attend Alma? As
a typical high schooler, I
wanted to get out of my
hometown and first went to
school in Indiana. After one
semester, I realized it was
not a good fit for me, so I
transferred back to Alma
College. You often overlook
what is wonderful in your
own backyard. Plus, it gave
me an excuse to wear a kilt
and listen to bagpipes.

Why have you stayed
involved with Alma?
I have loved being back
on campus working and
talking with students as
they are making career
decisions. I remember
being a student looking
for advice and guidance
and benefiting from alumni
who took the time to share
their experiences with me.
Whether it’s giving resume
and interviewing advice
or talking about finding a
career in an organization
where you can do what you
love, I truly enjoy interacting with the students.

Family at Alma: All of
my in-laws…no really, all
of them: Clark Lincoln ’72,
Karen Frost Lincoln ’72,
Shannon Lincoln Slater ’92,
Josh Lincoln ’96 and Adam
Lincoln ’02.
Favorite Alma professor: Randy Jacques
taught me the fundamentals of accounting and
showed me that an accounting career can be more than
just auditing and tax. It
can be about providing the
right information, tools and

insights to help an organization make good business
decisions. Congratulations
to Professor Jacques on his
amazing 35-year career at
Alma College!

Alma activities:
Women’s tennis, Kappa
Iota, Orientation Committee and the Alma College
Jazz Band.

Last time you wore
a kilt: I’m wearing one
right now.

If you could go back
in time to any year
in Alma College history, when would
you choose? Some
time in the early 1900s.
I’ve always wanted to be a
Fighting Presbyterian.

What memory from
your Alma College
career do you wish
you could go back
and relive? Working
in Honduras building
cisterns and trenches for a
clean, fresh water supply
for local families. Not only
was it a great educational
experience, it also demonstrated the need to serve
others. It put the terms
“need” versus “want” into
very clear perspective for
me. (Not sure about reliving the scorpions in the
shower, though!)

How do you order
your Sam’s? Ham,
mushrooms and green olives with spices and ranch
on the side — always ready
in 10 minutes.

Greatest accomplishment (so far):
Being a mentor and
dedicated to both family
and to work.

What do you still
want to accomplish?
To raise a great family and
travel the world.

www.alma.edu
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ALUMNI NEWS

GLOBAL SOLUTIONS FOR HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
(continued)

Holmes also writes as
part of her responsibilities as the marketing
strategist at FineLine
Creative, the Muskegon-based boutique
marketing firm that
she co-owns. She says
she first realized her
strengths in communication as a political
science major at Alma
College.

His college experience led Stewart SarkozyBanoczy ’88 to Russia, the Philippines, Tibet
and hundreds of indigenous tribal nations
Even as a freshman at Alma
College, Stewart SarkozyBanoczy ’88 had a plan: stay
connected to campus through
sports while double majoring
in international business and
German and gaining international experience.
“I got hooked on the idea of
pursuing an international
career while visiting Europe in
high school as part of a study
tour and family stay,” he says.
“Because I wanted to attend
Thunderbird School of Global
Management for my graduates studies, the program and
opportunities at Alma appealed
to me. I knew Alma would
provide me with the perfect
foundation.”
While at Alma, SarkozyBanoczy followed through
with his plan, studying abroad
in Germany and playing soccer
all four years. He also was able
to feed his creative interests by
taking photography classes and
participating in the senior art
show.
“I can’t pinpoint one thing that
I loved most about Alma,” he
says. “The size of Alma makes
it so you can do everything,
and it’s that diversity that made
for such a meaningful college
experience. It has led me to
Russia, the Philippines, Tibet
and hundreds of indigenous
tribal nations in the U.S.”
Today, Sarkozy-Banoczy
works with this diverse set of

countries and organizations as
the director of the Office for
International and Philanthropic Innovation, which supports
the Department of Housing
and Urban Development’s
efforts to find innovative solutions for housing and community development issues, needs
and best practices.
“Last week, I met with the
housing minister of Panama
to exchange ideas, and then I
followed up with the housing
ministry of Chile to discuss
sustainability and affordable
housing options,” he says.
“From arts to education to the
core from home ownership,
I work with and meet some
of the smartest, most unique
people in the world.”
Whether Sarkozy-Banoczy,
who earned a master’s degree
in global management from
Thunderbird, is meeting with a
visiting delegation from Brazil,
interacting with partners in a
German ministry or managing
the latest philanthropic engagement series, he says he is able to
call upon his Alma education.
“Alma gave me the important
technical aspects of a college
education, but the liberal arts
courses also shaped my view
toward other people, cultures
and ways of thinking,” he says.
“I formed an open mindset
at Alma and became inspired
and impassioned. It was great
preparation for my future.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE
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EPIC ADVENTURES
Author chronicles her travels around the world
With a sense of adventure
in her heart and a pen in
her hand, Laura Holmes ’91
spent years recording her
thoughts in a journal while
traveling the world. The result is the recently published
I’ve Gotta Pack, her first book.
“Some of my favorite trips
have been to Peru, Costa Rica
and Tanzania,” she says. “I
went on a safari and camped
at a national game park in
Tanzania. I also climbed
Mount Kilimanjaro at 19,300
feet on a six-day hike that
required both physical and
mental patience. It just felt
natural to put these epic
adventures into a book.”
Trips within the United
States also are featured in the
book while trips to Ireland,
Spain and British Columbia are slated to appear in a
second book. Holmes says
she also has her passport set
on New Zealand, Australia
and Asia.

“I have to give my parents
credit for my sense of adventure,” she says. “I remember
traveling as a child. The trips
weren’t always far, but we
camped and went on road
trips. Now, it’s just a matter
of figuring out how to fit
the rest of the world into my
schedule.”
Becoming an adventurer
philanthropist is one of her
missions with the book,
which was self-published
through Jenkins Group, Inc.,
a publishing business owned
by Jerry Jenkins ’83. Once the
book makes a profit, Holmes
says she will give half of the
proceeds to charity.
“This project started out as
a selfish wanderlust, but I
would love to turn it around
and give back,” she says.
“Traveling has given me a
great perspective on how I
fit into the world. I am so
blessed to be able to do all the
things that I do.”
(continued on next page)

“My original plan was
to go into international business, but I
ended up enjoying the
writing and communication aspects of my
classes more than the
religious or philosophical aspects,” she says.
“Because of this, I
immediately went to
Winthrop University in
South Carolina to earn
my master’s degree in
communication.”
In addition to forging her path in life,
Holmes, a semi-retired
beach volleyball player,
says Alma’s small campus also brought her
other memorable opportunities, including
the ability to play both
softball and volleyball
as a student-athlete.
“I didn’t feel intimidated at Alma, which
was nice because I came
from a high school
with over 800 seniors,”
she says. “Interactions
with coaches, professors
and student-athletes
brought out my personality and instilled
confidence in me. Alma
was a great starting
point in my life.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

ment. A health administration
professor at Eastern Michigan
University for over 20 years, he
says these Alma connections
have served as inspiration when
it comes to teaching.

IN GHANA, ’THE PEOPLE
GET INTO YOUR HEART’
Richard Douglass ’68, health education
scholar and three-time Fulbright recipient, strives to make lives of the people
of Ghana safer and healthier.

“When you get your Ph.D.,
you should know how to do
research, but do you know
how to teach?” he says. “No
one teaches you how to be a
professor. When you get in the
classroom, you remember your
best mentors and you try to
emulate them. Luckily, Alma
had terrific professors.”

A recipient of multiple teaching
Thanks to Alma College and the Junior Year Abroad awards, Douglass talks fondly
Program of the Presbyterian Church, Richard Dou- of engaging his students to the
glass ’68 had the opportunity to expand his horizons point that they don’t want to
leave the classroom. Better yet
halfway across the world in Ethiopia. He says this
memorable experience changed his future in ways he is when they send him an email
with follow-up questions before
never could have imagined.
he leaves his office for the night.
“While in Ethiopia, I observed the inadequacies of
Leaving an impression on his
the health care delivery systems, and that turned me students like this, he says, is one
from a career of clinical medicine to one of public
of the best rewards of teaching.
health,” he says. “I also developed a profound love for
Africa. If a course had a trip, field trip or immersion- “At the end of the day, the
academic rewards that lead to
learning opportunity attached to it, I took it. Studying abroad was the single most significant experience publication, public recognition, career advancement and
of my life, and Alma helped make it possible.”
tenure don’t count as much as
In particular, Douglass, who majored in biology,
the heartfelt feedback from
gives credit to former faculty members Tracy Luke, colleagues and students,” he
Arlan Edgar and Ron Kapp for supporting him.
says. “Getting a letter from a
While he says the latter “was extraordinary in so
student who I had 15 years ago
many ways, I can’t even speak about them all,” each in which he or she suggests
professor challenged him, never allowing him to
that something from my course
close the door on opportunity.
has had a lasting impact is
remarkable. It’s this personal
“Every time I would go to Dr. Kapp with some
connection that turns cohorts of
grand notion about what my life would be like, he
students into something of an
would say ‘…or something,’” he says. “He helped
extended family.”
me learn that opportunities happen when you least
expect them, so you have to be watchful. It was the
kind of lesson that doesn’t happen at most larger
universities because your mentors rarely know you as
well as they do at a small college.”
Douglass also recalls walking over to Edgar’s house
to discuss a paper, only to often have the intended
discussion sidetracked to topics far from the assign-

Thanks to the Fulbright
Scholar Program of the U.S.
Department of State, Douglass
also taught at Ashesi University College in Ghana during
the winter 2012 semester and
conducted a national study of

Ghana’s health administrators
through Ashesi in 2007.
He previously received a
Fulbright grant to teach at the
University of Ghana School
of Public Health during the
2001-02 academic year. In
addition, during this time, he
studied childhood malnutrition
and the role of extended family
members in survival of Kwashiorkor, a form of malnutrition.
There’s one clear reason why
he keeps coming back to
Ghana: the people.
“Ghana is not stereotypic of
Africa,” he says. “It is not filled
with amazing big game parks.
It is not experiencing civil wars
or political upheaval, but the
people get into your heart. They
understand that the questions
you’re asking could lead to
answers that help pull Ghana
out of poverty and make their
lives safer and healthier.”
Douglass recently returned
from Ghana after receiving
his third Fulbright grant. As a
senior Fulbright specialist, he
designed and taught a social
research methods course at
Ashesi that is nearly identical
to his graduate-level course at
Eastern. He says he plans to
return every other year to teach
and continue mentoring the
faculty members there.
“Ashesi is a small, liberal arts
college like Alma,” he says.
“In a sense, my career has
returned me to my academic
roots. My life would not have
been as interesting or professionally successful without
Alma’s particular brand of
liberal arts education.”
— ELLEN DOEPKE

www.alma.edu
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A family

The Skinner family gives the
term “True Scot” a whole new
meaning. A family member has
attended Alma College at some
point during every decade since
married Alma classmates,
the 1930s.
Their legacy at Alma began
when Charles “Charlie”
Skinner ’39 left Cornell
University in New York for
Alma due to some encouragement from a local Presbyterian minister. While
on campus, he met and fell
in love with Alice Bronson
Skinner ’38.
After graduation, the two
began to build their lives together, but before they knew
it, they were back in Alma.
Charlie, who had been
working at Dow Chemical
in Midland, accepted a position in 1946 to teach chemistry at the college, where
he would remain until his
retirement in 1978.
The couple’s four children,
Charles “Ted” Skinner ’63,
Rich Skinner ’66, Mary
Skinner Sexton ’68 and
John Skinner ’72, attended
Alma. Ted, Rich and Mary
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and Ted, Mary and John all
sent children to Alma. The
rest, as it goes, is history.
“Familiarity has something
to do with our long history
with Alma,” says Mary.
“The third generation of
six grandchildren had been
on campus from time to
time all their lives, so that
familiarity helped them decide to pursue an education
at Alma. They also were
given opportunities to go
anywhere they wanted, but
you can do a lot of things at
Alma that you can’t do at a
bigger school.”
Thanks, in part, to their
Alma education, the Skinner family found professional success: Before retirement, Mary spent 25 years
as an elementary teacher,
and Ted was with Dow
Corning for 31 years. John
is the radiology program
director at Mid Michigan

L egacy
Community College. Rich
passed away in 2011 but
served in full-time ministry
with Campus Crusade for
Christ for nearly 40 years.

“A small campus doesn’t
mean you can’t do big
things,” says Mary. “Alma is
a great starting point in life.
You gain the necessary skills
and confidence to succeed.
When you think of all the
people who have passed
through this campus, people
who have done great things,
you remember that this
small campus has impacted
the world in a big way.”
Mary, who describes herself
as “a real supporter of the
liberal arts,” contributes
this success to the environment at Alma. The College
surrounded the family with
good people and memorable professors, says Sherry
Parker Skinner ’63, who is
married to Ted.
“You couldn’t fake your
way through a small class,”
she says. “Your professors
would know that day if you
didn’t understand what you
were studying. You became
familiar with them, and
they with you. You would
see them in the grocery

store. They were accessible
day and night.”
“Sherry and I still have
friends, sorority sisters, fraternity brothers from Alma,
and I don’t think there’s a
month goes by where we
don’t have contact with one
of them,” Ted agrees.
By all observations, Mary
says the environment on
campus hasn’t changed
much. When her husband,
Ron Sexton ’68, who is a
member of the Board of
Trustees, taught finance
classes at Alma recently, he
found himself impressed
with Alma students.
“He couldn’t believe how
prepared Alma students
were,” she says. “He could
get creative with the class
because they were always on
top of things, and he really
appreciated that.”
But Charlie wouldn’t be surprised. Mary says whenever
he got the chance, he raved
about Alma. He and Alice
both would be proud of their
legacy and where it stands
today: Nick Goodman, a
member of the Skinner family tree, will graduate from
Alma in 2015.
— ELLEN DOEPKE

+
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Homecoming 2012

Friday, October 5

GRAND MARSHAL
Instead of an individual,
the entire Skinner family was selected as grand
marshals of the 2012
Homecoming parade as a
salute to their Alma College
legacy. This year’s Homecoming theme celebrates
“Back to the Future.”

Alumni Registration — Smith Alumni House

11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Scholarship Brunch — Tyler-Van Dusen, Heather Room

1:30 – 2:30 p.m.

12:30 p.m.

3:00 – 5:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m.

Career Explo — Stone Recreation Center
> Alumni who wish to participate as career representatives
		 should contact academic-career@alma.edu

4:00 – 6:00 p.m.		

50-Year Class of 1962 Reception and Class Photo —
President’s Home

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

FIRST GENERATION:
Alice Bronson Skinner ’38
Charles “Charlie” Skinner ’39
C. Thomas Harvie ’39
Gertrude Bronson Harvie ’40
Jean Sadler Bronson ’47

8:00 p.m.

THIRD GENERATION:
Michael Skinner ’90
Carie Skinner Martin ’92
Andrew Sexton ’97
Mark Skinner ’97
Steven Sexton ’99
Craig Skinner ’00
Beth Simmons Skinner ’00
Nick Goodman ’15

Saturday, October 6 (cont.)

Strategic and Campus Planning Overview — Dow Lobby
> Meet the President and Trustees for a discussion of the 		
		 Strategic and Master Plans followed by a walking tour

Below is the list of the 23
Skinner family members who
have or will graduate from
Alma College.

SECOND GENERATION:
Charles “Ted” Skinner ’63
Sherry Parker Skinner ’63
Richard Skinner ’66
Bonnie Labadie Skinner ’66
Mary Skinner Sexton ’68
Ron Sexton ’68
John Skinner ’72
Carol Bronson Nyland ’75
Randy Goodman ’76
Gayle Harvie Margolis ’76

October 5-7

8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.

50-Year Class of 1962 Dinner —
Hogan Center, Carra Jones Smith Lobby

6:00 – 9:00 p.m.		

Pizza Sam Night — Tyler-Van Dusen, Rotunda
Percussion Ensemble Concert —
Remick Heritage Center, Presbyterian Hall

Saturday, October 6
8:00 a.m. – Noon 		

Alumni Registration — Smith Alumni House

8:30 a.m.			

Information Session: Alumni and Friends Trip to Scotland,
Summer 2013 – Kehrl Library, Smith Room
Alma College Volleyball vs. Olivet — Hogan Center, Art Smith Arena

1:00 p.m.

Pre-game show — Bahlke Field

1:30 – 4:30 p.m. 		

Alma College Scots Football vs. Adrian — Bahlke Field
Young Alumni and 25-Year Class of 1987 Tents —
Bahlke Field, Southwest Corner

4:30 p.m. 			

Post-Game Alumni Reception — Smith Alumni House
Department Receptions — see Web site for more information

4:30 – 6:00 p.m.

25-Year Class of 1987 Reception and Photo — President’s Home

5:00 – 6:30 p.m.

Alumni/Student Dinner — Hamilton Commons

5:30 p.m.

Alumni Choir Rehearsal —
Remick Heritage Center, Presbyterian Hall

6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

Matt Reinke 5K Scot Trot — across from Smith Alumni House
> Registration begins at 7:30 a.m.

25-Year Class of 1987 Reunion Dinner/Program —
Tyler-Van Dusen, Heather Room
> 25-Year Pin and Certificate

9:00 a.m.

7:00 – 9:00 p.m.

Kiltie Band Rehearsal — Bahlke Field
> Alumni band members are invited to join the 90th edition 		
		 of the Kiltie Marching Band to practice for a special
		 pre-game performance

9:00 – 10:00 a.m.
50-Year Class of 1962 and Golden Thistle Breakfast —
Tyler-Van Dusen, Commons
All-Alumni Breakfast — Tyler-Van Dusen, Rotunda

10:00 – 11:00 a.m.

Legacy Student Reception — Remick Heritage Center, Lobby
Alumni with 9th-12th grade siblings/children/grandchildren
are encouraged to bring them to a prospective student
brunch and campus tour.

10:05 – 10:15 a.m.

Golden Thistle Photo — Dunning Memorial Chapel Steps

10:30 a.m.			

Alumni Awards and Choir Concert —
Remick Heritage Center, Presbyterian Hall
> Distinguished Alumni Award: Elizabeth Parkinson ’84
> George Hebert Award: Dale Nester ’75
> Young Alumni Award: Chelsey Foster ’06
> Smith Distinguished Alumni Award: Emily Lincoln ’02

Sunday, October 7
9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 		

All-Alumni Breakfast — Hamilton Commons

9:30 – 11:00 a.m. 		

Alumni Roundtable Meeting — Hamilton Commons
Interested in helping develop our alumni roundtables?
If so, please e-mail alumnihouse@alma.edu!

11:00 a.m.

		

Alumni Memorial Service — Dunning Memorial Chapel

Worship Service — First Presbyterian Church of Alma
Sermon by Dr. Karen Klumpp ’87

11:00 a.m. 			

9:00 p.m.

11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

Have a question about the weekend’s events? Give us a call
at 1-800-291-1312, ext. 2. More information can also be
found on our Web site: www.alma.edu

Homecoming Parade — Superior Street
> THEME: Back to the Future
> Parade Grand Marshal: The Skinner Legacy Family
Alumni Picnic — Chapel Lawn
> Decade Tables
> Kiltie Marching Band performs at 12:30 p.m.

Contemporary Christian Worship — Dunning Memorial Chapel
Sermon by Julie Frick ’04

www.alma.edu
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ALUMNI GREE TINGS

ALMA ABROAD

Legacies

May 2012: Alma on the Acropolis
Education Professor Mark Seals represented Alma at a conference
in Greece in May.

UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS
Please visit http://events.alma.edu/ for additional campus events!
September 13: Strategic Plan Overview — Port Huron, MI

W

September 15: Alumni and Friends Event — Aurora, IL
September 20: Art Prize Event — Grand Rapids, MI
October 5-7: HOMECOMING 2012 at Alma
October 13: Alumni Baseball Game at Alma
October 20: Alumni and Friends Event —Upstate NY
October 21-24: East Coast Events
November 17: Muskegon/Grand Haven event
November 18: President Abernathy preaches in Grand Haven
November 18: Scots at the Lions vs. Packers
December 7-9: Festival of Carols at Alma

Glasgow Edinburgh Aberdeen Dundee Paisley East
Kilbride Livingston
ALUMNI Perth
AND FRIENDS:
Inverness Renfrew
Elgin
TRIP TO SCOTLAND
St. Andrews Kilwinning
Interested in exploring Scotland with your fellow Scots and friends?
The Alumni Office is organizing a trip to Scotland set for Summer 2013. We would love to help you put a stamp on your
passport! Join us Saturday, October 6, 12:30 p.m. in the Library’s Smith Room for an informational meeting.
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accents

>>S TAY
CONNEC TED!
If you have recently moved to a
new location, had
a change in employment and wish
to become involved
with the alumni
Tartan Club
in your region,
simply contact the
Alumni Office at
1-800-291-1312
or alumnihouse@
alma.edu for more
information.

hat does the word legacy
mean to you? According
to The Merriam-Webster dictionary, a legacy is: 1) a
gift by will especially of money or
other personal property, 2) something transmitted by or received
from an ancestor or predecessor or from the past. Synonyms
include bequest, birthright,
heritage and inheritance.
So what does the word “legacy”
mean to Alma College?
Obviously, each of us touched
by Alma as a student or friend
of the college has received the
legacy of memories, connections
and stories. Our students — and
the college as a whole — also
benefit from the generosity of our
alumni and friends.
As we consider all that we have
experienced and how we have
grown from our connection
with Alma, many of our alumni
also have built another type of
legacy — a family legacy — as
later generations follow them to
Alma. We see some wonderful
examples, like the Skinners, who
have had a family member at
Alma College every decade since
the 1930s.
But even more, we’re seeing
many students come in at the
same time, or just after, a sibling
because they see the strong bonds
– and the excellent opportunities
– afforded at Alma. While the

experience at Alma changes over
time, I love to see those connections, as family members have
the opportunity to share the everpresent values and mission.
Alma College provides a “Legacy
Scholarship” for the siblings, children or grandchildren of alumni,
and we have been working to
develop additional programming
as well to encourage your family members to consider Alma
College. The Alumni Board attended move-in day in August to
help legacy students (and others)
move into their dorms. In addition, the Admissions Office will
host the second Legacy Student
Brunch at Homecoming, and
we will repeat a successful legacy
reception at the president’s house
for graduates next spring.
In the spirit of October (which
includes both Homecoming and
Halloween), we want your blood!
Please do share YOUR Alma
story with your family members,
because we would love to host
your family members as part of
our future incoming classes.

Lou

Lou Ecken ’95
Director of Alumni Engagement
alumnihouse@alma.edu
facebook.com/almacollegealumni
www.alma.edu/alumni
(989) 463-7245

DO YOU
LOVE ALMA
COLLEGE?

DO YOU USE
FACEBOOK?
If the answer is yes to
both, you can now show
your support on your Wall!
Get your Donor Badge at
www.alma.edu/donate

www.alma.edu
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1943 Donna Cappell ’43 enjoyed an

old-fashioned picnic on Alma College’s
campus to celebrate her 90th birthday.
Fifty family members attended, including
11 Alma alumni.

1949 Alfred “Sam” Bush ’49 reports
ALUMNI BRIEFS

Stolz retires
Long-time Okemos High School
basketball coach Dan Stolz ’79,
the son of former Okemos coach
Stan Stolz ’64, has retired after
23 years. Dan played for his
father in high school and then
went on to play for Alma College,
where Stan also played. Dan
took over the Okemos coaching
duties from his father in 1994.
Dan’s teams won 16 league
championships, 11 district titles
and two regional crowns in his
23 years, and he ends with a
428-99 overall record and a
338-78 mark at Okemos. He was
named the AP’s Class A State
Coach of the Year in 2006, the
same year he led the Chiefs to
the state finals.
“I just feel like God has really
blessed me to put me into the
positions I was in,” said Dan
Stolz in a story that appeared
in the Lansing State Journal. “I
was very fortunate to have this
opportunity and take over for my
father. My ties are pretty deep
with this program, so this was a
very difficult decision.”

that he and his fellow residents at the
Clark Retirement Community teamed
up with Grand Valley State University
students to make an award-winning
lip dub, which can be seen at vimeo.
com/26294157.

1950 Warren Eilber ’50 will complete 64 years of employment with Signature Bank, the former State Bank of Port
Hope, this year. • Charles Schoenhals ’50
is retired.

1952 Ruth Colsell ’52 is retired. She
enjoys singing and staying active with the
First United Methodist Church of San
Diego. • Robert Emens ’52 says he has
nothing extraordinary to report except
that he feels blessed to still be hanging on
after so many years.

1953 Richard Wylie ’53 is a retired
Presbyterian minister. He was elected to
the national committee of the Association
of Retired Ministers, Spouses or Survivors (ARMSS).

1956

James Wagar ’56 and Janet
Wagar ’56 still enjoy Charlevoix in the
summer and Florida in the winter. • Dick
Wallace ’56 planned to have a foursome at
the Klenk Open: three members of the class
of 1956, and one from the class of 1957.

1958

Phyllis Dresbach Hedberg ’58
is still a children’s librarian.

1959

Robert Watson ’59 is the historian of First Presbyterian Church in Howell. He recently contributed to an article,
“Memories From Our Church Archives.”
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1962 Steve Engel ’62 and his wife
took their third visit to Alaska last year,
and they report that it was the best. Steve
hopes to attend his 50th class reunion in
October. He is enjoying his 20th year of
full retirement, and he was having a full
knee replacement surgery on May 21st.
He would love to hear from any classmates. His e-mail address is sengel14@
cfl.rr.com. “GO ALMA!!!!” • Sandra
“Sandy” Hall Rule ’62 and husband, David, are busier than ever, with commitments to church and home. In addition to
singing in the choir, Sandy also designs
and paints, teaches private piano lessons
and gardens. She and David enjoy their
four grandchildren.

1963 Tom Arndt ’63 and Jan Arndt
’64 welcomed their fifth grandchild on
May 14, 2012. “The ’score’ is four boys
and one girl. We are excited that three of
our grandkids live within two miles!”

1964 Marrick Behm ’64 and husband, Paul, will celebrate 50 years of
wonderful marriage in June. They
recently completed a 30-day cruise to
celebrate. • John Peace ’64 has six grandchildren and six great grandchildren. He
still plays golf and hoped to see members
of the ’63 and ’64 MIAA champion golf
team at the Klenk Open.

1968 Mason Cobb ’68 is busy in Vietnam but also spends part time in the United
States. He reports that Victoria Healthcare
Vietnam is opening two new clinics as well
as starting a hospital project this year. • Ed
Garrison ’68 parted ways with Dine College after 28 years, but he expects to find
other ways to continue contributing to the
Navajo Nation’s public health arena. His
wife, Martha, continues to teach at the college’s campus in Shiprock, NM. His eldest
daughter, Nanibaa’, who received a Ph.D.
in genetics from Stanford University in
2009, is in a bioethics postdoctoral program at the university. Daughter Bijiibaa’,
who graduated with a Doctor of Medicine
degree from Harvard Medical School
this year, is in a five-year general surgery
residency at the University of Washington in Seattle. Son Edward II, who has a
Master of Business Administration degree,
works for the Navajo Nation. • Marlianne
Mauch Midyette ’68 would like to share her
Facebook page: “Love Mutts Rescue.” On
average, she has re-homed one dog a day
for the past 4 1/2 years.

1969 Leslye Hofmeyer Johnson ’69
is retired but teaching with husband,
George, at Forman Christian College in

Pakistan. She is looking for more people
to join the faculty. • Martha Royan ’69
and husband, Ray, are traveling across
the country by motor home. She reports
that all is well at 65!

1970

James Batten ’70 retired after
20 years as the president of United Methodist Homes of New Jersey and relocated to Sarasota, FL. He was awarded
a master’s degree from Rutgers-Camden
University in 2011. He is an adjunct professor of American history at both Edison
State and Hillsborough community
colleges. • Michael Conyer ’70 is retired
from being an insurance claims adjuster.
He and Sarah Moreland Conyer ’71 have
moved to a farm named Alpaca Dreams
in Louisburg, NC. Their alpacas move in
this summer.

1972 Craig Wesley ’72 was appointed
interim vice president for enrollment
management at Western State College
of Colorado. Recently retired from the
State University of New York system, he
will serve as interim vice president while
a search is conducted for a permanent
replacement. Craig lives with his wife,
Maria, in Poulsbo, WA.

1974 Steve Ledbetter ’74 is based in
Framingham, MA and Chilly-Mazarin,
France, where he leads the tissue repair
portfolio in preclinical research and
development for Genzyme Corporation.
“Sandy and I are enjoying the empty nest.
Sarah works at Bose Corporation, and
Aaron is in his final year at Allegheny
College.” • Barbara Shammas ’74 really
enjoys retirement! She teaches water
aerobics to seniors, takes yoga, knits and
does some quilting.

1975

Shawn Cryderman ’75 still loves
retirement. She stays busy with bicycle
riding, playing pickleball, participating
in community theatre, volunteering in a
kindergarten classroom once a week and
being a Presbyterian Church Elder.

1978

Jim Daniels ’78 recently published two books, Trigger Man: More Tales
of the Motor City, which is fiction, and All
of the Above, a poetry book. Trigger Man
won the Midwest Book Award for Short
Fiction in 2012.

1981

Terri Smith Thomas ’81 reports
that she is a grandparent. Genevieve Parmer was born Dec. 2, 2011. Terri moved
(continued on the following page)

1965

Karen McLeod Cox ’65 reports
that 10 Alma alumni, eight of them family members of the groom, attended the
Dec. 10, 2011 wedding of John-Malcolm
McLeod Cox ’04 and Sandra Vasher.
Malcolm is an associate in the litigation
department of Winston and Strawn LLP
in Chicago, and Sandra is a mediation
trainer for SAB Group.

1967

Michael Trout ’67 will have
a new book, See Me as a Person: The
Therapeutic Relationship in Healthcare,
published in fall 2012.

A LU M N I CO N N E C T I O N S

An Alma Assembly
Several Alma graduates attended the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) General
Assembly. From left, Rev. Chip Hardwick ’88 serves in Louisville, KY,
as the denomination’s director of theology, worship, and education; Rev.
Sarah Sarchet Butter ’88 serves as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church
of Wilmette, IL; Nancy Clendenin Dederer ’85 serves as pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church of Homewood, IL; and Kirk Miller ’90 is pastor of
First Presbyterian Church of Holt, MI. Another graduate, Martha Hubbard
Miller ’90, was unavailable for the picture but serves in Louisville as the
denomination’s associate for certification and Christian vocation.

www.alma.edu
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from kindergarten to second grade but
continues to teach at St. Peter’s Lutheran
School in Eastpointe. Her youngest child,
Leah, will began high school in fall 2012.

1984 Joseph Naughton ’84 is the
director of medical education at Henry
Ford Macomb Hospital in Michigan. He
also is a clinical faculty member of Michigan State University College of Osteopathic Medicine, where he has taught for
the past four years.

1988 Chip Hardwick ’88 moved to
Louisville, KY, to serve as the director of
theology, worship, and education for the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). • Jennifer
Smith Ruggles ’88 and John Ruggles ’89
have lived in Indianapolis, IN for 20 years.
They have two sons in high school and a
daughter in fourth grade. John works for
Charles Schwab, and Jennie works for Eli
Lilly. They are both active in scouting.

1991 Laura Holmes ’91 wrote and
published I’ve Gotta Pack, a collection of
true travel tales to destinations like Africa, Costa Rica, Peru and more. The book,
which was released in November 2011,
has a philanthropic mission as well. More

info is at contentqueens.net. “Cheers and
Go Scots!” (see story on page 24) • Ann
Mora Ramos ’91 started a new job in
January 2012. After 10 years as a licensed
massage therapist, she now works with
a chiropractor in a wellness center that
also offers acupuncture, holistic nutrition
counseling and life coaching. She was
training for her 31st half marathon slated
for May 20 in Denver, CO.

1992 Lynn O’Rear Palko ’94 and
husband, Michael, have a new baby girl
named Lillian, who was born on April,
25, 2012. Big brother, Charlie, will be 4 in
September.

1995 Chad Rojeski ’95 and wife,
Katie, welcomed their first child, Ruby,
on April 14, 2012.

1996 Catherine Schaefer Campion
’96 and husband, Kevin, are proud to
announce the Sept. 3, 2011 birth of their
second daughter, Sophie Marie. Big sister,
Nora, is doing a great job helping with
the baby.

1997 Kymberli Barrette-Wregglesworth ’97 will travel to Washington, D.C.

for the four-week James Madison Memorial Fellowship’s Summer Institute at
Georgetown University. She and 60 other
teachers from across the country will
study the U.S. Constitution and American founding.

1998

Paul Swaney ’98 recently
moved to Ann Arbor. He is the co-founder of Stadium Journey LLC. Check out
Stadium Journey Magazine: http://www.
magcloud.com/browse/issue/380813.

1999 Scott Nemec ’99 and Nikki
Schrems Nemec ’01 are blessed to announce the May 8, 2012 birth of Lilian
Schrems Nemec. Siblings Olivia, 8, and
Lukas, 3, love her very much! • Jim
Townsend ’99 celebrated the 15-year
memorial of Dan Nichelson ’99 on June 9
with Brandon Klump ’00, Mike Campbell
’00, Jeremy Terbush ’00, Drew Broaddus
’99, Craig Wasen ’99, Marcus Dukes ’99,
Alex Nicander ’99, Tim McAleece ’99,
Ryan Jezdimir ’00, Chris Davis ’97, Bob
Brauker ’98, Tom Comer ’99, Adam Dias
’98, Matt Pohl ’98 and Jason Firster ’02.

2000

Jeremiah Lee ’00 recently
joined Indie Boards & Cards, where he
does marketing for his favorite game,

The Resistance. Previously, he spent four years
as the marketing director
of Cambridge Games Factory. • Andrea Wiggins ’00
graduated with her Ph.D.
in information science and
technology from Syracuse
University in May 2012.
Her research on citizen
science was awarded an
all-university dissertation
prize. She will be a postdoctoral researcher with
DataONE for the next two
years, working with the
University of New Mexico
and Cornell University.

2001 Tracy MacLake
Nichols ’01 and husband,
Dustin, welcomed a beautiful baby boy, Riley, into
the world on Dec. 18, 2011.
He loves being outside and
has already enjoyed his
first Tigers game!

2002 Eliess Luke
Forney ’02 and husband,
Nathan, announce the Aug.
12, 2011 birth of their second son, Grayson Bernard.
Three-year-old Brogan is a
very proud big brother!

2003 Andrew Talik
A LU M N I CO N N E C T I O N S

May ’12: Birds of a feather
Mike Bishop took his Spring Term class to Point Pelee
Provincial Park in Canada last May to observe the spring
migration of birds. It turns out alumnus John Coulter ’65 and
his wife were doing the same. He had seen the Alma biology
van earlier, and when he saw the students with their Alma
gear, he introduced himself.

’03 and Rebecca Logan
Talik ’03 announce the
Aug. 14, 2011 birth of
their son, Logan Andrew.
He was born in Saginaw
and now lives in Freeland.
His grandparents, Arthur
’69 and Lynda Logan ’69,
also graduated from Alma

Board of Trustees
welcomes new
officers, members
The Alma College Board of Trustees elected new
officers and approved the appointment of four new
members effective July 1, 2012.
Stephen F. Meyer ’80 was elected chair of the board.
He replaces Candace Dugan, who continues to serve
as a trustee. Meyer, president and chief executive
officer of Welch Allyn, a leading global provider of
medical diagnostic products and solutions located
in Skaneateles Falls, NY, joined the Alma board in
2006 and has served as vice chair since 2011.
Mike Sherman ’74, chief executive officer of
Dawson Companies and resident of Rocky River,
OH, was elected vice chair. He has served on the
board since 2008.
Marcia Nunn ’73, retired general counsel for
Automotive Components Holdings LLC and resident
of Northville, was elected secretary. She has
served on the board since 2004.

NEW BOARD MEMBERS:
Patrick Byrne ’85, an administrative partner with Snell
& Wilmer, an Arizona-based law firm that opened an
office in Las Vegas in 2001. He is a member of the
State of Nevada’s Commission on Judicial Discipline.
Cardell Johnson ’02, senior policy adviser to the
chief of staff at the Environmental Protection Agency
of the Inspector General in Washington, D.C. He
attended graduate school at the School of Public and
Environmental Affairs at Indiana University.
Carolyn Schultz ’84, senior quality assurance
scientist with Pfizer, where she oversees FDA
compliance. Prior to her position with Pfizer, she
worked 15 years for Amway Corporation. She has
been active on the Alma College Alumni Board
since 2002.
Matthew Steinmetz ’84, corporate partner/attorney
with Kirkland & Ellis LLP in Chicago. His specialties
include corporate, leveraged acquisitions, mergers
and acquisitions, private equity and restructuring. He
has a law degree from the University of Notre Dame.

ALUMNI BOARD
President - Jeffrey Leestma ’78
Vice President - Dana (Grant) Catania ’95
Past President - Carolyn Schultz ’84
Secretary - Alisha (Majszak) Baker ’02
Chris Ahn ’98
Devon Anthony ’09
Brian Bartes ’87
Virginia (Cloutier) Blandford ’02
Bree Brownlee ’04
Robyn (Paige) Carr ’04
Thomas Davey ’07
Duffy Duncan ’72
Kay Ecken ’95
Louis Ferrand ’64
Barb (Loomis) Greer ’61
Dale Greer ’65
Lisa Knowles ’94
Bill McHenry ’83
Jan (Knapp) Merz ’75
Jenesha Penn ’04
Jesse Ramirez ’09
Krista (Schroeder) Ried ’94
Ryan Smith ’06
Gary Stano ’83
Troy Taylor ’84
Scott Timmreck ’02
Sheri Tulloch ’95
Dana Weston ’01
Elizabeth Wheat ’02
Julie Williams ’95

WEST MICHIGAN ROUNDTABLE
Chair - Larry Roslund ’70
Brook Bisonet ’04
Avis Groath ’08
Paul Winter ’85
Carolyn Schultz ’84
Maggie (Taylor) Lancaster ’96
Megan Sloat ’03
Dannielle (Poulson) Rizzo ’03
Kyle Travis ’09

METRO DETROIT ROUNDTABLE
Co-Chairs - Chris Hunter ’92 and
Nancy Abney Duncan ’81
Board of Directors
Steven Wisinski ’97
Tony Catania ’94
Jeffrey K. Leestma ’78
Brian Bartes ’87
Todd A. Emerson ’89
Don Fullenwider ’65
Sybil Hunter ’92
Tom Macfarlane ’83
Kevin Main ’95
Brian Simmons ’85
Karen Wollenhaupt ’87

(continued on the following page)
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College. “We are looking at a possible
third generation Alma student!”

2004 Brook Bisonet ’04 and wife,

know the next

GREAT SCOT?
We’ve all met that great high
school student who we know
would be a great addition to Alma
College. Maybe it’s your neighbor,
your friend from church, your best
friend’s cousin or your nephew. Be
sure to let us know about them by
completing our online form:

https://secure.alma.edu/
alumni/refer_student
By completing the online referral
form, you will notify the Admissions Office of the prospective
student and your connection to
them. Any referrals will receive
information about Alma College
and get on our mailing list. Once
they have completed their junior
year of high school, they will also
receive an application and will
have the application fee waived
because of you.
If the prospective student is the
child, grandchild or sibling of an
Alma College alumnus, he or she
is eligible for our Alumni Award
— for all four years.
If you would like materials about
Alma College to place in your
home, office, classroom, church,
favorite coffee house or to give to
that next great Scot, contact Jessie
DeHaan at dehaanjr@alma.edu or
1-800-321-ALMA.
Thank you for your support!
— Jessie DeHaan
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Chrystal, announce the July 2, 2011, birth of
Maximilian Luke. • Katie Hill Ohlendorf
’04 graduated from Wayne State University
School of Medicine in 2009. She finishes
her emergency medicine residency in June
2012. She and her husband, Jochen, reside
in Madison Heights. • Erika Olgaard ’04 is
in the final year of her pathology residency
in Oklahoma City. She has accepted fellowship positions in surgical/gastrointestinal pathology and transfusion medicine
at the University of Arkansas for Medical
Sciences Medical Center in Little Rock,
AR. • Shannon Roehl ’04 earned a master’s
degree in public health from the University
of Michigan in 2006. She graduated from
Michigan State University College of Osteopathic Medicine in 2011. Shannon is in
her second year as a resident at Henry Ford
Macomb Hospitals.

2005 Kristy Butts Benson ’05 and husband, Tyler, welcomed baby No. 3, Charlotte
Marie, on Feb. 13, 2012. Big sisters, Olivia
and Annie, were very excited for a new little
sister! The family resides in Buffalo, NY. •
Kay Capasso ’05 received her Master of Fine
Arts degree in acting from the Actors Studio
Drama School in New York City. She is
currently a finalist for lifetime membership
at the studio. • Jeff LaPorte ’05 married
Heather Wiora on June 9, 2012. Nate
Edwards ’04, Josh Brehm ’06, Clayton Sims
’05, and Garrett Whitmore ’06 were in the
wedding party. • Kristin Judson Martin ’05
and husband, Shane, are excited to announce
the May 17, 2012 birth of their daughter,
Regan Grace. She was 7 pounds, 9 ounces
and 20 1/2 inches. She joins brother, Gabriel,
16 months.

2006

Katie Hoyt ’06 teaches K-5
elementary music in Bay City, MI and
loves every minute of it. “I was born to

sing and dance with kindergarteners.
Alma College made me realize this. Once
a Scot, always a Scot.” • Josh Morgan ’06
was awarded two third-place awards at
the 2012 Wisconsin Broadcasters Association Awards Gala, one in the “Best Use
of Sports Video” category and one in the
“Specialty Programming” category.

PSSST...
Having a hard time
across or down?
The answers are
on page 38!

2007 Marcus Hong ’07 earned a
Master of Divinity degree and a Master in
Christian Education degree from Princeton Theological Seminary, where he is
currently pursuing a Ph.D. • Jennifer
Anderson Jeremiah ’07 is excited to announce her marriage to Herbert Jeremiah
in May 2011 and the birth of their daughter, Brielle Jayne, on May 28, 2012. “Alma
inspired me to travel and allow the places
to change me. After graduating, I visited
Bishop Makarios’ home place in India.
A year later, I met my husband, who is
from a neighboring state in India. What
I learned at Alma and how I was transformed continues to bless us every day.”

2008

Melissa Packwood ’08 is
pleased to announce the Feb. 8, 2012 birth
of her daughter, Brielle Mae Packwood.

2009 Will Allen ’09 joined the
Centre on Migration, Policy, and Society at the University of Oxford as a
research officer. His work focuses on the
extent to which British media portrayal
of migrants and refugees reflects public
opinion on migration.

ALUMNI SECTION SUBMISSIONS
Alumni notes can be submitted online at:
www.alma.edu/alumni/notes

SCOTTY

DOES HIS
CROSSWORDS
IN ink.
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Oldest building on campus
An arts degree, abbrev.
Kilt-wearer
Business club
KIs, TKEs, SAEs, etc.
Renovated in 2010
Where the baseball team plays
Phi ____ Kappa
____ hearts will cherish ever
Newest residence hall
New ____ studies
Pre-med course, abbrev.
Home to music majors
Mascot
Maroon and ____
____ Lomond
Prestigious senior award
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Place of worship
Create your own major
Provost in the 70s
Gagliardi Trophy winner
____ cum laude
Founding fathers, abbrev.
Cafeteria
Fourth-year student
Tenth president
Liberal ____
Former students
Radio station
Fabric for kilts
Yearbook
Performing arts major
Honors ____
Festival of ____
New sport
Famous alumnus

or by returning the postage paid envelope in this issue;
or by addressing Director of Alumni Engagement, Alumni
Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI
48801-1599.
Photos can be sent electronically to
silverthorn@alma.edu.

www.alma.edu

35

In memoriam

In memoriam
CELEBRATING
THE LIVES OF
OUR FRIENDS
Eugen e “Doc”
H. Patti son ’5 6
Professor Emeritus
of English

E

ugene “Doc” Pattison,
who taught for 36 years
as a member of the
Alma College English faculty
retiring in 2000, died July 12,
2012, at the age of 77 following a
brief illness.
A memorial service for “Doc”
will be held at noon Saturday,
Oct. 6, 2012, at the Dunning
Memorial Chapel, Alma College.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Alma College.

me as a candidate and asked me to
visit campus. I talked to President
Swanson, who said the worst part
of my application was my alma
mater. Nonetheless, I was hired
and tenured in three years.”
In addition to his teaching, Pattison was advisor to Alma’s Tau
Kappa Epsilon chapter for 40
years, working with more than
1,000 students during that time.
In January 1999 he was inducted
into the Chapter Advisory Hall of
Fame during the organization’s
centennial conclave.

Pattison’s life revolved around
Alma College. He enrolled as a
student, graduating in 1956 with a
double major in English and psy- “Dr. Pattison was
chology, serving one year as editor the most genuine,
of The Almanian. He went on to
the University of Michigan for his unselfish individual
Ph.D. in English and later to the
I have ever known,”
Harvard Divinity School, where
said Teke alumnus
he earned a Bachelor of Divinity
degree. Then he was in the market Greg Hatcher ’83.
for a teaching position, joining the
Alma faculty in 1964.
“He spent the last 50 years of his
life serving others, whether it was
“I got a nibble from a school in
students, current fraternity men
North Carolina, but I wrote a
or alumni fraternity members.
letter to Sam Cornelius at Alma
asking about a position,” recalled He was a professor who truly
Pattison in a 2009 interview. “The cared about his students and
provost said he would love to have always had time for them.
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“Although he bled red for TKE,
he was always fair to all and disappointed but understanding and
not judgmental anytime Tekes
made mistakes,” said Hatcher.
“His love was unconditional, he
held no grudges, and that’s why
he was so loved. Even when he
was upset about something he
had such an eloquent and classy
way of expressing it that made
you smile. He was one of a kind.”
In addition to his work on
campus, Pattison was an ordained
Presbyterian minister and was
active in the Presbyterian Church
throughout his years at Alma.
He is survived by a brother, John
H. Pattison, and a sister-in-law,
Elizabeth B. Pattison of Rockville,
Md.; nieces Katherine Bailey of
Sterling Heights and Dee Ann
Pattison of Hawthorne, N.J.;
nephews Daniel Pattison of College Park, Md., Donald Pattison of
Covington, Ga., and George Jeffrey Pattison of Odenton, Md.; and
many great nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by
his parents Dora and Harry
Pattison and his brother Richard Pattison. n

G. Evelyn (MacCurdy) Koechlein ’34
of Melbourne Beach, Fla., died May 6,
2012. After earning her teaching certification in New Jersey, she taught fifth
grade in the Bernard Township Schools
for more than 20 years before retiring
to Florida. She was the daughter of
Mabel and Hansford MacCurdy, former
professor biology 1906-37. In 1992 her
sister Helen MacCurdy ’36 passed away
and donated her home to the College,
now designated as a women’s resource
center and residence. Evelyn was predeceased by her husband Jacob Koechlein
’32, whom she met while both attended
Alma College. Among her survivors are
a son, Alan Koechlein’66, and his three
siblings, four grandchildren, and one
great-grandchild.

William W. Moore ’40, of Venice,
Fla., died Feb. 15, 2012. After retirement from Mobil Oil Corporation in
Beaumont, Tex., where he was a refinery
chief chemist, he moved to Venice, Fla.
He was a member of Venice United
Church of Christ, serving as a deacon
and a trustee. Mr. Moore is survived by
his wife, Margherita, two children, three
step-children, four grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.
Maxine (Amspoker) Sipkovsky ’41 of St.
Johns, Mich., died March 31, 2012 at age
92. Married to Frank Sipkovsky in 1942,
she and her husband purchased a farm
in St. Johns in 1944 where they raised
their family. She was employed for 36
years at the Carol Ann Shop in St. Johns
and involved with many organizations,
including the Clinton Memorial Hospital
Auxiliary. Preceded in death by her husband in 1996, Mrs. Sipkovsky is survived
by her two daughters, two granddaughters, three great-granddaughters, one
sister and one sister-in-law.
Mary Jo (Furstenberg) Heitman ’43 of
Flint, Mich., died June 26, 2012 at age
90. Mrs. Heitman was active in her community as a member of the Saginaw
Club, the Assistance League and Junior
League, and as a volunteer at the

Saginaw Art Museum and Saginaw General
Hospital (Covenant). She was a longtime member of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. She
met her husband Warren Heitman ’43, at Alma
College and they enjoyed 48 years of marriage
before his death in 1991. Among her survivors
are her three children and their spouses, six
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
Gerald Coughlin ’46 of Bronxville, N.Y., and
Woodstock, Vt., died March 16, 2012. A native
of Lexington, Mass., Mr. Coughlin enlisted in
the U.S. Navy V-12 program and was sent to
Alma College for further training. He graduated from the University of Michigan and went
on to earn an M.B.A. from Harvard Business
School. His early business career was started
at Borden Company and the Dow Chemical
Company before beginning in the investment
banking business with White Weld & Co.;
Blyth, Eastman Dillon and ultimately UBS.
Proud of his military service, Mr. Coughlin was
a member and director of the Navy League of
the United States, director for many years of
the New York Chapter of the Navy League
and a life member of the Naval Reserve
Association of America. He is survived by his
wife Barbara, two children, five grandchildren
and six brothers and sisters.
Phyllis Hazel (Smith) Budge ’49 of Bay City,
Mich., died June 25, 2012 at age 85. At Alma
College, she was a member of the Kiltie Band,
the women’s tennis team and the Kappa Iota
sorority. She taught elementary education for
many years at Mt. Vernon School in Bangor
Township and Our Lady of the Visitation
Elementary School and finished her career as
a preschool teacher. She was a member of the
First United Methodist Church and was active
in starting the Tons of Fun after-school program. She also was a Mayflower descendant.
She is survived by her husband of 63 years,
Melvin (Mike) Budge ’49, three children, six
grandchildren, two brothers, two brothers-inlaw including William Budge ’50, a sister-inlaw and several nieces and nephews.
Walter Bonk ’50 of Beverly Hills, Mich. died
Dec. 19, 2011 at the age of 87. He served in the
U.S. Navy and retired from General Motors
where he was an expediter. He is survived by
his two sons, one grandson and a sister. He was
predeceased by his wife Joyce Bonk ’50 in 2004.
Robert Fandell ’50 of Naples, Fla., formerly
of Alma, Mich., died April 13, 2012 at age 85.
He owned and operated the Quality Printing
Company in Alma begun by his father, Frank
V. Fandell. Mr. Fandell was active in the Alma
community for many years as a member of

St. Mary’s Catholic Church, the Alma Public
Schools school board, Alma Kiwanis Club, Alma
Industrial Development Committee and Alma
Chamber of Commerce, and was chairman of
the Gratiot County Fair for Youth. Bob was
an avid golfer and long-time member of the
Pine River Country Club where he served as
president of the board and was chairman of the
building committee for the existing clubhouse. A
WWII veteran, he served aboard the destroyer
escort, John J. Powers (DE-258). He was a
member of the Kiltie Band while a student at
Alma College. He is survived by his wife, Reta
(Wager) Fandell ’71 and two children.
Dr. Daniel Pierron ’51 of Grosse Pointe Woods,
Mich., died April 20, 2012. He served in the
U.S. Army from 1952-54 and was in the
Korean War. A graduate of the University of
Detroit College of Dentistry, he was instrumental in the early establishment of the Delta
Dental Plan. He retired after 40 years as a dentist in Detroit. Following retirement, he joined
the faculty at University of Detroit Mercy
School of Dentistry as a part-time instructor.
Among his survivors are his wife Elsie, three
children, four grandchildren and two brothers.
Thomas Minshall ’55, age 78 of Flushing,
Mich., died April 8, 2012. After graduating
from Alma College Thomas married Patricia
Anne Cameron ’57 in June 1955. He served
two years in the U.S. Army after being married. Thomas was employed for over 37 years
by GM Parts Division, retiring as a financial
auditor in 1991. He was an active member
of first Presbyterian Church where he had
served as a Deacon and was an active member
of the Chancel Choir; and also sang with the
Flint Festival Chorus and the Carolyn Mawby
Chorale. Thomas is survived by his wife
Patricia Minshall ’57; three sons, Thomas,
Michael ’86 (Leanne Carlson) ’86 and Robert;
nine grandchildren, including Alycia Anne
Minshall ’11 and several nieces and nephews.
Marjorie (Zinn) Stoneman ’55 of Ashley, Mich.,
died May 9, 2012 at age 79. She worked as a
bookkeeper, and retired from DHS where she
enjoyed working with people. She loved camping, singing with her friends and taking her
grandchildren to church. She is survived by her
two children, 11 grandchildren, 28 great-grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews.
Donald Keith Needham ’60 of Alma died
March 27, 2012. He worked for Total
Petroleum in Alma and later owned and operated Needham’s Appliance in Alma for 23
years. He is survived by his wife, Rosemary ’52

of Alma, four children, seven grandchildren,
one great-grandchild and a brother.
Richard C. “Rick” Hall ’67 died April 13,
2012 at age 67 in Grandview Heights, Ohio.
His degree in art and biology took him to the
University of Michigan where he earned a master’s degree in medial illustration. He owned
his own business, Medical Media, and taught
medical illustration at the Cleveland Institute
of Art. Retiring in 2004, he was honored by
receiving the Max Brödel Award for Excellence
in Education by the Association of Medical
Illustrators. He is survived by his wife of 42
years Susan Rogers Hall ’68, two children, two
grandchildren, two sisters including Sandra
(Hall) Rule ’62; and many nieces and nephews.
Victoria (VanDerveer) Lockwood ’68 of Clio,
Mich., died March 13, 2012. She was a teacher
at Carter Middle School for 30 years. Victoria
was an avid golfer and loved being outside.
She is survived by her husband, Ned ’65, two
sons, two grandchildren and a sister.
Dr. Robert “Bo” Minnich ’68 of Saginaw, Mich.,
died May 11, 2012 at age 66. A graduate of the
University of Michigan School of Dentistry, he
had a private practice for many years and was
recently employed by Health Delivery, Inc. as
a staff dentist at Wadsworth Dental Center in
Saginaw and Bayside Health Center in Bay City.
He also held a position as a member of the U of
M School of Dentistry faculty, where he mentored many senior dental students. An athlete,
he played second base on the Alma baseball
team and was inducted into the Michigan Touch
Football Hall of Fame. He is survived by his
wife, six children, his brother Dr. Scott Minnich
’84, a sister and several nieces and nephews.
Ronald J. Patulski ’74 of Muskegon, Mich., died
April 18, 2012. At Alma, he studied abroad as
a foreign exchange student in France. At one
time he was a self-employed contractor residing
in Wisconsin, then was employed by various
organizations including Johnsonville Sausage
Company and the Amway Corporation. He
spent a lot of his time reaching out to those in
need and contributing where he could. Among
his survivors are his mother, four brothers, a
sister and several nieces and nephews.
Dennis Gervin ’79 of Farwell, Mich., died March
28, 2012. After receiving a master’s degree in
environmental sciences from Central Michigan
University, he owned an environmental consulting business for 23 years. He is survived by his
mother, wife and two children including Kelly
Gervin ’13; three sisters, and nine nephews and
nieces including Amy Willey ’06.
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In memoriam

Joe B. Hatcher of Arkansas, friend and supporter
of Alma College and the father of Alma College
trustee Greg Hatcher ’83, died June 1, 2012
at age 75. After receiving his doctorate from
Kansas University, he taught English at Baker
University and served as vice president of devel-
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between classes These posters were a frequent sight on the Alma campus in the early part

DO YOU?

Allen E. Kohn Sr., friend and supporter of
Alma College, died May 16, 2012 at the age
of 85. Among his survivors are three sons,
Lieutenant Colonel Allen Kohn Jr. ’75, Thomas
Kohn ’76 and Phillip Kohn ’80 and grandchildren David Kohn ’06 and Laura Kohn ’10.
David Lee Wiles, friend and former employee
of Alma College, died March 24, 2012. Grounds
supervisor from 1974 until his retirement in
1988, Mr. Wiles would be seen in the winter
months plowing snow with the college’s blue
1972 Ford Bronco with the window slightly
vented for his pipe smoke to escape. With his
knowledge of grounds keeping, he shared his
passion of lawn care and maintenance with the
campus community. For over 20 years, David
was an important part of the construction and
deconstruction of the Alma Highland Festival.
He is survived by his wife Kathleen, formerly
employed with the clerical staff at the Physical
Plant, four children, 10 grandchildren and 14
great-grandchildren.
Keith Zollweg, friend of Alma College, died Jan.
9, 2012 at age 67 in Tellico Village Community,
Loudon, TN. He retired to Loudon in 2003 after
25 years as a weighmaster/inspector with the
Ingham County Road Commission. He loved to
play golf, fish and talk with his grandsons about
ice hockey. Among his survivors is his wife
Marilyn Zollweg, son Brian (Amy) Zollweg ’97
and two grandsons.

Dow n

Lucile (Pierpont) Friedrich of Midland, Mich.,
friend and supporter of Alma College, died
Nov. 15, 2011. She was a member of Memorial
Presbyterian Church, serving on several committees and helping with the Thank Offering
Dinner through the years. She is survived by
her two children, three grandchildren and
many nieces and nephews.

Elaine Klenk, formerly of Alma, Mich., and
wife of William Klenk ’59, died June 18, 2012
in The Villages, Fla. She taught school for 30
years in Williamston, Holt, Alma and retired
from St. Louis Public Schools in 1997. Elaine
and Bill dedicated their life-long careers to the
growth and education of young people. She
took many special trips with her children to
other countries and was a member of St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Alma followed by St. Mark’s
Evangelist Catholic Church in Florida. She is
survived by her husband William Klenk ’59, and
children Kari ’89, Steven ’91 and Kristi.

ANSWERS >>

Edna Clark of Alma, Mich., died April 27,
2012 at age 92. She was a friend and long-time
employee of Alma College, retiring from the
house keeping department in 1984. She enjoyed
music, reading, crossword puzzles, crocheting
and making cookies for her grandchildren. She
is survived by her two sons, four grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren.

DOES HIS
CROSSWORDS
IN ink.
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Brett Glomski ’11 of Alpena, Mich., died May
10, 2012. While attending Alma he studied
biology and chemistry and was currently studying his M-CATS for entrance to medical school
at Michigan State University. He had planned
to specialize in transplant surgery. Among his
survivors are his parents, a sister, three grandparents, and many aunts and uncles.

SCOTTY

1. Chapel
2. POE
3. Kapp
6. Brehm
7. Magna
8. Presby
9. Saga
10. Senior
13. Remick
16. Arts
18. Alums
19. WQAC
20. Tartan
21. Scot
23. Dance
26. Day
28. Carols
31. Cheer
32. Knox

Kenneth Moomey ’03 of Ithaca, Mich., died
April 3, 2012 in Detroit, Mich. A jack-of-alltrades, at one time he worked as a hair stylist,
was employed by GM, Hick’s Construction,
Redmond Industries and also drafted in the
Army where he was an M.P. He worked in
the banking business for 26 years and ultimately earned his degree with summa cum
laude honors in teaching from Alma. He
taught for six years at Hemlock High School
Adult/Alternative Education where he loved
to teach and his students were special to him.
Mr. Moomey was a member of the MSU
Choral Union since 1989 and also a member
of the Saginaw Woodcarvers Association and
Breckenridge Rotary Club. Among his survivors are his wife, daughter Jennifer ’99 and
son-in-law Kent ’06 Whitford, two grandchildren, a sister and three brothers.

opment at Park College and Albion College. In
1981, he was appointed president at Hendrix
College and served there 10 years. He was a
consultant for colleges and placement companies
and also worked for Fred Huston Consulting.
He was active in the community, serving on
numerous boards and charities. In his younger
years, he was active as a runner and tennis player, and he passed on his competitive spirit to his
children and grandchildren. He is survived by
his wife Irma Gail Hatcher, his children including Greg Hatcher ’83 and his six grandchildren.

4. Hood
5. BFA
8. Piper
10. SIFE
11. Greek
12. Hogan
14. Klenk
15. Beta
17. Loyal
19. Wright
22. Media
24. Anat
25. Eddy
27. Scotty
29. Cream
30. Loch
33. Barlow

Daniel P. O’Rourke ’00 of Lansing, Mich., died
April 16, 2012. After earning his degree in biology, he went to study education at Wayne State
University and Spring Arbor University. He is
survived by his parents, Patrick and Virginia
O’Rourke; his brother and sister-in-law, David
and Julie; niece Anna; and nephew Nathan.

f ro m t he arc hi ve s

of the 20th century. Used to instigate class rivalry, they typically resulted in a Pine River soak at the end of a
tug-of-war. As the year progressed, the posters became more outrageous as each class would seek revenge
on the prevailing class by utilizing a plethora of offenses — favorites include: bullheaded bunch of buccaneers, immature striplings, your puerile exertions, slime-eating and scab-covered carcasses.
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Alma Accents and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days.
Please use this form to send your news about promotions, honors, appointments,
graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old
Alma College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos. If you would like former classmates to contact you, include your contact information. The content of Alumni News is the responsibility of the editor.
Name: ____________________________________________ Class Year: _________ Maiden Name: ____________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________ Telephone: _______________________

City: ____________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ E-mail: __________________________
Please include my: ___ Address

___ Phone

___E-mail

Alumni notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________		
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Return to: Director of Alumni Engagement, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599

Alumni notes can also be submitted online at <www.alma.edu/alumni/notes>
www.alma.edu
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614 W. Superior St.
Alma, MI 48801-1599
(989) 463-7111

published for alumni, parents
and friends of alma college.
please recycle accents and pass
it on to a prospective student.
change service requested

ALMA
FUND
20122013 EVERY GIFT
HELPS
EVERY GIFT
COUNTS
EVERY GIFT
MATTERS

3,372

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR
ALUMNI AND FRIENDS WHO MADE A GIFT
DURING THE 2011-12 FISCAL YEAR!

INTERESTED IN HELPING?
Whether it is for student scholarships or departmental needs, the
ALMA Fund is vital to our continued success. An annual gift
is a measurement of the support
of our alumni and friends and
they make an immediate impact
on campus. Everywhere you look
there is evidence of the benefits
of the ALMA Fund.
Please consider a gift of any
amount this fiscal year.

Thank you!

YOUR GIFT CAN BE MADE
ONE OF THREE EASY WAYS:
1-800-291-1312, ext. 1
www.alma.edu/donate
using the enclosed post-paid envelope

