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More than 1,500 people attended a speech by former Mexico President
Vicente Fox in Cappaert Gymnasium on Sept. 24, 2008. Fox, the keynote
speaker for the 2008 Robert D. Swanson Responsible Leadership Speaker
Series, discussed his life story and addressed the economy, immigration,
border issues, Latin American politics and leadership.
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Alma College students are continually challenged to do their best, both in and out of the
classroom. Two new academic initiatives are designed to impact academic quality “for decades
to come,” writes Provost Michael Selmon: New general education requirements and the
identification of signature programs. See page four.
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New academic initiatives to impact the College
‘for decades to come’
As I write, fall term 2008 has entered its final
weeks. Our mild October of vibrant leaves and
piercingly blue skies has yielded to November
grays. The grass, still green, now lies under
patchy snow.

Provost Michael Selmon

The academic year follows annual rhythms as
well. This late in the term students and faculty
are less likely to linger in the halls, drawn instead
by papers to write, exams to grade, or by rehearsals for the performances that fill each weekend
before final exams. It’s my 18th year at Alma.
I’ve come to see how such cycles tie decade to
decade, linking the College’s present to its past.
But looking to the future is also a staple of
academic life. Last fall, as students registered for
their winter classes, the Alma faculty worked on
two major campus initiatives. Both will impact
academics at the College for decades to come.
The term began with the faculty endorsing
changes to Alma’s general education requirements, the coursework that all graduates must
complete. These requirements have evolved
gradually over the decades, from a common
curriculum for all students in the College’s
earliest days; to requirements that included the
western civilization course recalled so vividly
by graduates of the 50s and 60s; to the current
system of distributive requirements, in place for
over 30 years.
Alma’s new requirements build on this legacy.
Some changes, like stronger writing requirements, reflect our belief in the ongoing relevance
of skills studied for centuries. Others, like
increased global coursework, reflect the international realities of contemporary life. And some
are pragmatic: the new distributive requirements
encourage students to work closely with advisors
to chart their context of studies.
The most important new requirement, however,
is perhaps the simplest. Alma’s strength has always been our faculty’s commitment to individual work with students. They strive to challenge
all students to do their best, admonishing those
who would settle for less, generously supporting
those who try and fail. Multiple surveys and generations of memories confirm that Alma students
experience exceptional student-faculty interaction by the time they graduate.
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We want to ensure that even our most reticent
first-year students can continue to know our
faculty well. Accordingly, beginning next fall, all
new Alma students will take a first-year seminar. The content of these small, highly interactive classes will vary from professor to professor.
They each will give entering students a chance
to see the passion for learning our faculty bring
to the classroom, the disciplined pursuit of excellence that characterizes Alma College at its best.
The fall’s second major academic project, the
signature program initiative, similarly emphasizes academic excellence. The Spring 2008
Accents included President Tracy’s State of
the College address. In it she commended the
College’s positive momentum, but highlighted
strengthened academic quality as the best
measure of institutional success. The signature
program initiative is one of many recent efforts
to achieve this end, efforts that range from
enhancing grant and professional development
support, to giving faculty additional time to
prepare their scholarship or creative work for
national dissemination.
The signature program initiative is the most
exciting of these efforts. It asked faculty to
submit proposals for “Signature Programs,”
targeted academic investments that build on
existing strengths or respond to new opportunities. The College will fund three to five such
programs over the next three years. Each has
the goal of enhancing Alma’s academic reputation by creating a program noted for quality,
a program that establishes a foundation for
future institutional growth.
Faculty responded to the initial invitation by
identifying over a dozen opportunities. A decision on the first signature program will come
in early 2009. By next fall, even as this first
program begins its life, the campus will begin
reviewing proposals for new signature programs
again. In this way a new cycle of growth, one
designed to support academic excellence, will
join the rhythms of Alma College life.
Michael Selmon
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Britni Patrick ’10
North Muskegon junior

Major: Spanish, minor in environmental studies
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Plans following Alma: Possibly Teach for America, working for a youth
ministry organization by the name of Youthworks, traveling, and/or graduate school
Dream job: My dream job is still in the making. I want a job where I’m
helping others and making a difference in the world. I would love to work
for a youth missions agency.
TV shows: “Friends,” “John and Kate Plus Eight”
Bookmarked Web pages: Alma, Facebook, Spanish translator, ABC News
Book you are reading: Jamestown: The Buried Truth
Favorite movie: Father of the Bride, The Prestige
Favorite dinner: Pasta, salad, garlic bread
Favorite hobbies: Playing soccer, singing, listening to music
Your hero: My mother
Your greatest love: Miracle stories
Why Alma College? Alma allows me to be involved in all of my interests
whether or not they relate to my major. I love the class sizes and the availability of the professors.
Favorite Alma professors: Murray Borrello, Will Nichols
Favorite Alma memories: Going to the MIAA Championship this year
with the women’s soccer team, Festival of Carols, and studying abroad in
South America
Fraternity/sorority (or other student organization): Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Chorale, women’s soccer team, Center for Responsible
Leadership
Last time you wore a kilt: Senior year in high school when my grandmother passed down a kilt to me
Greatest accomplishment (so far): I have always desired to gain a new
perspective on life, and I have had two opportunities in my life in which I
have gained a more worldly perspective. I worked in Juarez, Mexico on a
mission trip, and this past summer, I had the opportunity to study abroad in
South America. Both of these experiences taught me more than words will
ever express, and the perspective I gained from each of these will forever
stay with me. This is what I am most proud of because it has been an integral part of my growth as a person.
What do you still want to accomplish? I want to have a family, see the
world, help others, and continue to find happiness in the little things.

great scots
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U.S. Congressman
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ary Peters ’80, former two-term
member of the Michigan State Senate
and state lottery commissioner, was
elected to the U.S. Congress Nov. 4 representing Michigan’s 9th U.S. House District in
Oakland County.

What are your impressions of President-elect
Obama and the effectiveness he will have as
President? Do you have any personal anecdotes
or experiences with him?

As I was onstage at our victory party, announcing to the crowd that we had won, I
At Alma, he was a residence advisor in small had to cut my remarks short because Presihousing and Bruske Hall, president of the
dent-elect Obama went on TV at the same
junior class, and a member of the Zeta Sigma time to give his acceptance speech. I had the
fraternity. He spent the fall of his senior year
opportunity to meet him several times durstudying abroad at the Alma College program ing the campaign, and had the privilege of
in Paris.
introducing him at a town hall meeting in
Troy and at the Detroit Labor Day Parade.
Following his election last November, Peters
Toward the end of the campaign, Senator
responded to our questions.
Obama recorded a radio ad for us, making
What are your goals as a first-term Congressus the first House campaign that he had supman, and what are the priority issues you hope to ported in that way, and I was very moved by
tackle as you join the U.S. Congress?
his support.
Job number one is clearly the economy, and
In what ways did Alma College prepare you
finding a way to create jobs and help families for your career, and, more specifically, to be a
here in Michigan. After graduating from
U.S. Congressman?
Alma, I got a job at Merrill Lynch in Rochester, and I earned my MBA in finance a few Throughout my career, both in public service
and the private sector, I have found that my
years later. With the ongoing crisis in the
financial sector, I would like to put that back- liberal arts education from Alma has served
ground to work, helping to create and imple- me well. My major was political science, but
ment a 21st century regulatory structure that the wide range of courses that I took, and
protects consumers while enabling businesses the experiences that I was exposed to, have
to grow. I am also committed to bringing new given me a broad perspective that has made a
jobs to Michigan through investing in alterna- difference in my life and work. This will be
particularly important as I approach the chaltive energy technologies — like next generalenges ahead in Congress, from dealing with
tion vehicles — to make us a world leader in
the economic crisis to addressing health care,
clean, renewable energy.
job creation and foreign policy.
To what do you account your election success
Who were the most influential faculty (or staff)
in November?
members you had at Alma College?
Two things. First, families here in Oakland
In my very first year at Alma, I was fortuCounty were looking for a real change of
nate enough to have Dr. Burnie Davis for
direction, particularly after Michigan had
Political Science 101. From that class onlost jobs every single month for the previous
ward, as my professor in many other courses
eight years. People who had never voted for
a Democrat before were approaching me and and as my advisor, he helped to instill in
me a love of public policy. He showed me
saying that they wanted new leadership in
how politics can be an engine for helping
Washington. Second, the grassroots enthusito improve peoples’ lives — a lesson that I
asm was truly incredible, and my campaign
have carried with me ever since. Dr. Davis
team did an outstanding job reaching out
is retired now, but he and I have continued
to voters. In just the final four days of the
campaign, we had over 3,000 volunteers who to keep in touch, and I have been proud to
have his support and counsel throughout my
helped to knock on over a quarter-million
career in public service.
doors. That kind of effort always makes
a difference.
great scots

Elected to the

Michigan
House

In addition to Gary Peters’
election to the U.S. House, two
other Alma College alumni were
elected to the Michigan House of
Representatives.
Dan Scripps ’98 was elected to
represent the 101st District in
Traverse City, while Jennifer
Mounts Haase ’97 was elected
from the 32nd District, which
covers portions of Macomb and
St. Clair counties. Both were
Bruske Hall residence assistants
during their time at Alma.
Haase lives in Richmond with her
husband Robert, who is a professional fire fighter/paramedic with
the city of Sterling Heights. She is
in her 11th year of teaching with
Warren Woods Public Schools.
She graduated from Alma with
a degree in elementary education and minors in German and
English. She belongs to Alpha
Gamma Delta, was in the choir
and wrote for the newspaper.
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Clifton Charles Jr. ’74

Humanitarian, manager and Voice of Thunder

Clifton Charles Jr. ’74 has come a long way
from the day he first set foot on the Alma
College campus fresh from the inner city
of Chicago.
“When I first came to campus, I had never
lived away from home before,” recalls
Charles. “I had no experience living
outside of an inner city African-American
community. I had not visited the campus
before coming to Alma, and I wasn’t sure
how it was going to work out.”
More than 35 years later, Charles can say
with certainty that all worked out for the
best. His successful managerial career has
included jobs of increasing responsibility for Saga Food Service, Western Food
Enterprise, Steelcase Inc. and Gordon
Food Service, a leading distributor of food
products across North America that has its
headquarters in Grand Rapids.
He joined GFS in 1993 and has been the
manager of human services for the Grand
Rapids division since 2004. GFS employs
more than 670 people.
In addition, he stays active in the Grand
Rapids community as a member of the
Convention and Arena Authority (CAA),
which oversees the operations of DeVos
Place, the city’s convention center, and Van
Andel Arena. He has led CAA efforts to
get more minority residents involved with
the activities in both buildings.
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“I truly enjoy it for a number of reasons,”
said Charles in an article that appeared in
the Grand Rapids Business Journal. “It has
given me an opportunity to meet some very
key people within the city.”
He also is active with his fraternity, Kappa
Alpha Psi, and his church, First Community African Methodist Episcopal Church,
where he sings in the Voices of Thunder
male choir and is the president of the
Steward Board.
In 2006, he was recognized as a Giant of
Grand Rapids with the W.W. Plummer
Humanitarian Award for his community
contributions. Initiated in 1983, the annual
Giants of Grand Rapids Awards recognize
leaders from the Grand Rapids AfricanAmerican community for their outstanding accomplishments.
“I had a great experience at Alma,” says
Charles. “I remember the camaraderie and
the building of lifetime relationships. I was
not just a person paying a bill. I felt people
were interested in me and cared about me
— people like Clyde Gehrig and Tracy
Luke. I worked in food service and ran
on the track team. Alma was a welcoming
community that was best for me.”
As human resource manager at GFS, he is
responsible for employee relations, training
and development, recruiting and developing diversity strategies. He typically deals

great scots

with work performance, career development and family issues. He also coordinates employee morale activities.
“Gordon Food Service is very Christian
oriented by the way they conduct themselves and do business,” says Charles. “It
provides opportunities for employees to
grow and develop. You get a chance to be
successful with this company. They are
great people to work with. Decisions are
made not just for financial reasons but by
the heart.”
Clifton and his wife, Lucinda Aaron
Charles ’75, met while both were students at Alma and have been married 33
years. Lucinda is principal of Hamilton
Elementary in Kentwood. They have two
adult children, Aaron and Rachel, and five
grandchildren.
— Mike Silverthorn

Jamie Smith

Assistant Professor of History
Hometown: Litchfield, Maine
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Alma mater, grad year, degree and major: Colby College, 1999, A.B. (Colby uses the
Latin artium baccalaureus), history. I attended the University of Toronto for my M.A.
and Ph.D.
Student organizations: Our president (at Colby) banned Greek life. Playing rugby
framed my non-class time. Like Alma students, I was involved in many projects.
Research interest: My area of specialization is in premodern Europe, focusing on the
family, law and Italy.
TV shows: I enjoy most shows on the Food Network and HGTV. “Bones” is currently in the Netflix rotation. My roommate says that I remind her of the main
character. We collectively own full seasons of “Alias,” “Buffy,” “Gilmore Girls” and
“West Wing.”
What’s on your iPod? Everything from swinging 70s and cheesy 80s music to Willie
Nelson, Melissa Etheridge, Pink Martini, Underworld and Pavarotti. The “Footloose” soundtrack makes for a great run.
Bookmarked Web pages: BBC Radio 4, Pandora, breast cancer site, ESPN, the Onion,
the OED
Book you are reading: I finished Water for Elephants over the Fall Break.
Magazines: I mostly read online, but I do have the New York Review of Books and the
London Review of Books. (Wow, do I sound like a stuffy academic!?!)
Favorite movie: South Pacific
Favorite dinner: Since I’m from Maine, I have to go with the classic: lobster, steamers
(clams to the uninitiated), and corn-on-the-cob.
Favorite hobby: Reading (occupational hazard). Since the completion of the rails-totrails project, [in Alma that winds along the campus], biking has become a regular
part of my week.
Your hero: After my mom (who is truly inspirational and amazing), I’d have to say
Madeleine Albright. I supported her as Secretary of State and was very impressed with her
address at Alma. I told my colleagues that she single-handedly restored my faith in politicians. I aspire to be much like her: gracious and formidable.
Your greatest love: I’m in the right profession; learning is my greatest love.
Why Alma College? Colby College changed my life. I knew after I graduated that I
wanted to teach at a small, liberal arts college. I wanted to make a difference the way
my professors did through their enthusiasm, challenges, critiques and dedication.
Alma has been a natural fit.
Favorite Alma College anecdote/memory: I have too many already. My recent one is
when we did the Matt Reinke run (5K) at homecoming; I ran it with Professor Janie
Diels (communication) and Jill Johnston ’00—both of whom beat me. A few minutes
after we crossed the finish line, we heard a J.V. football player announce upon his arrival at the end: “Dude, I got smoked by a professor!”
Last time you wore a kilt: Kilts are standard uniforms for field hockey on the East
Coast; I played in junior high and high school. However, we did wear bike shorts
underneath, which I understanding is “cheating.”
Greatest accomplishment (so far): I imagine most people consider completing a
Ph.D., which was no easy task while teaching here full time, to be the greatest. The
hardest thing I have ever done, and continue to do, is live away from my wonderful family. In all truthfulness, I do believe that my greatest accomplishment happens
regularly. The best thing I do is help my students become better thinkers and writers.
Receiving e-mails from former students who thank me for this is what makes all the
late nights of preparing and grading and shortened holidays with my family worth it.
What do you still want to accomplish? Teleportation.
great scots
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Mark Oemke

Assistant Professor of Biology
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Hometown: I was born in Detroit and am a fourth generation Michigan resident. Deep roots here.
Alma mater, degree and major: University of Michigan-zoology/English.
Eastern Michigan University-aquatic biology. Michigan Sate University-Ph.D.
in stream ecology.
Research interest: Plankton dynamics of bog-dystrophic lakes
TV shows: “Survivor,” “Amazing Race,” cool Discovery Channel shows, Movie
Channel
What’s on your iPod? My what? I love Bill Stains and CCR.
Bookmarked Web pages: Algal identification sites, arctic lake research sites,
Desmid page, zooplankton and rotifer identification pages, key to tadpoles of
U.S., frog calls of the Midwest.
Book you are reading? The Tundra and The Eskimo. (I am researching the arctic
and sub-arctic peoples and natural history after the past summer’s visit to the
Barren Lands of Nunavut.)
Favorite movie: Apocalypse Now, Fargo
Favorite dinner: Sirloin steak medium rare and anything else you put with it!
Favorite hobbies: Fishing, scuba diving
Your hero: Crocodile Hunter. He was real, and he was something else!
Your greatest love: As I tell the students, “It’s all about the critters!” I love my
field of study.
Why Alma College? Nice interactions with students just starting out; they are
full of new questions and excitement. Excellent faculty; I am still impressed by
the many strengths of our faculty.
Favorite Alma College anecdote/memory: Taking students in the field wearing
waders for the first time and watching and listening to the screams and splashes.
Alma students are special because: They all want to do or be something. I am
still surprised at how motivated our students are, and they have no limits; to
them the stars are to be aimed for!
Last time you wore a kilt: I wore a sulu (a Fijian kilt) in Fiji, does that count?
Three years ago.
Greatest accomplishment (so far)? Besides my scientific publications I count
the success of all the students I have helped get into graduate school, dental
school or medical school. Also most proud of my recent students’ efforts on
studying our bog lake at the field station — Brad Baughman, Lindsay Cain,
and Jessica Neumann.
What do you still want to accomplish? I would like to compile a photographic
document or book containing digital images with photographs of all the life
in our bog’s waters. This would be an excellent document to record the current status and composition of our zooplankton and phytoplankton species
at the bog to judge against possible future species changes due to climatic
changes or warming events. I also would like to record the dissolved oxygen
with depth in some deep arctic lakes next summer. Oh, and I would love to
catch another Marlin!
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Justin Harris ’01

Champion powerlifter combines science with strength

Justin Harris ’01 started bodybuilding to
stay in shape after playing Alma College
football, but his pastime combined with his
knowledge from his exercise and health
science major has turned into a successful
full-time business.
“After a few months of putting in the effort
of diet and training, I figured I may as well
put the effort to use in competition,” says
Harris. “Things kind of snowballed from
there. I won Mr. Michigan in 2004 and the
Jr. USA Championships in 2006. My last
competition was the 2007 Mr. USA.”
Harris runs Troponin Nutrition, a service
that employs nine nutritionists and gives
bodybuilders preparing for competition
personal consultation in the areas of diet
and training.
“While preparing for the Mr. Michigan, I
realized that I could put my EHS education
to use by helping other competitors prepare
correctly,” he says. “I began working with
a few competitors for a small fee. Through
word of mouth mostly, we’ve grown each
year since.”
He has published a book, Comprehensive
Performance Nutrition, released three training and nutrition DVDs and writes for
EliteFTS, an online resource for weight
training, as its nutritional expert. He also has
written articles for a variety of magazines,
including Men’s Health, Muscle and Fitness,
Flex Magazine and Muscular Development.

In addition, Harris travels the country giving seminars on performance nutrition and
training. He released his own line of nutritional supplements in 2006 and has another
line of supplements in development.
Harris starts preparation about four months
prior to a competition. He uses strength
training combined with a diet that rotates
carbohydrates in a specific way. This diet is
the trademark of his nutrition business.
“The stage aspect of a contest is really nothing more exciting than a beauty pageant,”
he says. “The contest aspect never really
interested me much. All the ‘work’ is done
leading up to the contest. If you win the
contest, you prove — mostly to yourself
— that you trained and dieted as hard as
you thought you did.”
All that training sparked Harris’ interest
in powerlifting. He has been the Michigan
Powerlifting Champion for the past two
years and is recognized as ‘Elite’ by the
American Powerlifting Federation, qualifying him for the top events.

“I won ‘Daddy of the Year’ 2008 — I’m
not sure of the governing body on that one
though,” he says.
Harris married 2002 Alma graduate Jorie
Creevy Harris, and the couple have two
daughters, 3-year-old Lydia Corinne and
18-month-old Celia Kate. Jorie is studying
dentistry at the University of Detroit Mercy.
While he came to Alma College to play
football, Harris also had an interest in science as well. The combination of sport and
science drew him to the EHS major.
“It is a great testament to Alma’s reputation that I’ve retained a level of information
apparently higher than my peers from other
institutions,” he says.
— Amanda VanLente-Hatter

What does it take to be a champion? Harris’ best completion lifts are a 667-pound
bench press, 700-pound deadlift and 904pound squat.
His favorite award? Not the two powerlifting championships, not the two
bodybuilding wins, and not even the state
record for squats.

great scots
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Kali Pung ’02

Foundation commits to funding spinal cord injury research

Kali Pung had no reason to think that a
summer day in July 2006 would change
her life. A 2002 graduate of Alma, she was
working for Aerotek Professional Services
in Southfield. She had recently received a
promotion and discovered a love for traveling to Las Vegas.
This particular day in July she was enjoying
a weekend out on Pontiac Lake with some
friends. Their pontoon boat kept drifting
into shallower water, and as the sun got hotter, Kali decided to dive in.
The impact with the shallow water would
be the last thing she felt. Kali instantly
suffered a C1-C2 complete spinal cord
injury/burst fracture. It left her completely
paralyzed and unable to breathe without assistance. Doctors at Beaumont Hospital told
her parents that she may not make it, that
she could be permanently brain damaged —
paralyzed was the best they all could hope
for. Kali heard the doctors tell her the same
during her three weeks in ICU.
“They told me that I would never walk
again, and I would spend the rest of my life
on a ventilator,” she says. “I think I was a
little naïve at first, assuming that this wasn’t
really happening. I figured that they were
wrong, and I would be back to my old self
in a matter of weeks.”
The weeks turned into months as Kali began
treatment at the Rehabilitation Institute of
Chicago, paralyzed from the neck down and
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on a ventilator. She later was transferred to
Spectrum Health in Grand Rapids.

frustrated,” she says. “Anyone who knows
me knows that I’m not very patient.”

“Throughout the course of my hospital
stays, I was always given the worst case
scenarios,” she says. “Typically, hearing the
doctors’ negative attitude could be discouraging, but more than anything, it only
made me more determined not to give up. I
wanted to prove them wrong and still plan
on doing so.”

Over two years after her surgery, two miraculous things have happened. One, she is
on a diaphragmatic pacer, which allows her
to come off the ventilator, except for when
she sleeps.

It took a month of stabilizing before Kali
could be transferred to Craig Hospital in
Denver for intensive rehabilitation. There,
she faced an intensive routine of physical, occupational and speech therapy with testing.
“It was the first place that I went to where
I was given hope, and the first people I
worked with that told me what they planned
to do to help me move forward,” she says.
“They saw people get worse, but they also
witnessed miracles. They saved my life,
brought me back to health, helped me regain
strength and taught us a lot of different
types of rehab that we could do at home.”
After four months of therapy at Craig, she
returned to her parent’s home in Alma,
where she continues therapy. No two days
are the same, but her therapies include
range of motion, stand up table, mat table
exercises, electrical stimulation, acupuncture
and resistance therapy.
“I will admit, there are definitely moments
when being positive is not easy, and I do get
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But the most miraculous thing? Kali can
now feel her upper back, neck, shoulders
and upper arms, as well as heavy pressure
on her body. She can flicker large muscle
groups and with deep concentration, wiggle
her fingers and toes and hold her head up
for as long as an hour.
“I have a long way to go but at least there
are encouraging signs,” she says.
Kali has started a foundation, Kali’s Cure,
which is committed to funding spinal cord
research and rehabilitation efforts. This past
summer, the foundation hosted a kickoff
golf outing, which raised approximately
$150,000. More information about the foundation can be found at www.kaliscure.org.
“Working on the foundation is a way that I
feel like I can do something to help others,”
she says. “The support of friends and family,
as well as Alma College staff and alumni,
has been amazing. The unwavering support
of everyone along with my faith has kept
me on the right track.”
—Amanda VanLente-Hatter

Ginna Holmes

Director, Academic and Career Planning
holmes@alma.edu, (989) 463-7247

Scots

you
should

know

Hometown: Bellaire, Mich.
Alma mater, degree and major: Michigan State University, 1981, Bachelor of
Science, Health Education
Student Organizations: I worked as a Resident Advisor and was on the women’s
flag football MSU university championship team — I was a
receiver (what a claim to fame).
Professional status: Academic and Career Planning is a newly created office to
assist students from the moment they decide to come to Alma through all four
years and beyond. This includes career exploration, internships, academic support, disability support, off campus studies, job search process and graduate/professional school search process. If anyone would like to help with any of these
efforts, feel free to contact me: holmes@alma.edu.
What’s on your iPod? Too old school; I still do not own one.
Bookmarked Web pages: All professionally related — career, internship sites,
academic support, off-campus studies.
Book you are reading: Three Cups of Tea
Magazines to which you subscribe: Newsweek, Sports Illustrated, National Geographic, Consumer Reports, Smithsonian
Favorite dinner: Filet Mignon, twice baked potato, grilled vegetables with, of
course, chocolate fondue for dessert
Favorite hobby: Community service. There are a variety that I support:
Women’s Resource Center, mentoring in the after school program, the Gratiot
County Community Foundation, the Alma swimming program. My favorite is
serving as the advisor for 14 years to YAC — the Youth Advisory Council — a
service groups for high school youth to promote a philanthropic spirit and help
them understand the value of giving back to their communities.
Your heroes: Susan B. Anthony and Ghandi
Your greatest love: My family and spending crisp fall days in northern Michigan
Why Alma College: I have lived in the Alma community since 1988. We moved
to Alma because my husband started his medical practice and allowed me to
start my Ph.D. Four children later — Joshua, senior at Amherst College; Chelsea, first year at Syracuse; the twins, Leigh and Nathaniel, juniors in high school
— no surprise, the PhD still has not happened.
Favorite Alma anecdote: My children were little when I began working at
Alma College. I have fond memories of the college students becoming part of
our family — babysitting my children in the residence halls and our home, and
having Doris Gallagher as a wonderful support person. For those Alma College
alumni who went on the infamous Chicago In-City Interview trip with me, the
toll-booth crashing was one not to forget.
Last time you wore a kilt: I have never had the pleasure.
Greatest accomplishment (so far): My husband and I raising four children who are
becoming confident young adults who have a heart of service and a belief that they
do need to give back to their community — both locally and globally.
What do you still want to accomplish? I do plan to get that elusive Ph.D., but I
find this stage of life is so different from when I first arrived at Alma. The priorities do change once you become a parent of adult children and realize that life
goals dramatically adjust. Time has a way of creating the next steps life will take.
great scots
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Momentum continues for Open Windows Campaign
$32,96
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The Open Windows Campaign was
initiated in July 2003. We have raised
$32,962,103 in gifts and pledges as of
Dec. 31, 2008, and are $2,287,897 away
from reaching our goal of $35,250,000.
Reaching this mark is a tribute to the
belief you have in Alma College and
your generosity to give back to keep the
College strong.

• 14 life income gifts
• 17 new endowed funds
• 53 new endowed scholarships
• 72 new estate commitments
The following chart gives an overview
of the Campaign status and reflects
where the donors have directed their

We would like to share with you the
results of our collective efforts and give
you an overview of what has been accomplished.
This Campaign was designed to be
flexible enough to endorse new needs
and opportunities, such as the expanded
Hogan Renovation, as well as additional
Academic Improvements. Funds raised
to date are both endowed and current,
thereby providing for present needs,
while also ensuring future opportunities.
This is a comprehensive campaign, and
therefore includes all gifts and pledges
to all College efforts in addition to the
Campaign components. Some of the
Campaign highlights include the establishment of the following:
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gifts and pledges. It is important to
note that we honor donors’ requests
to designate their funds. Of the total
$35,250,000, the endowed component is
$19.5 million, of which $9.6 million has
been raised. The current/restricted portion of the Campaign is $15.7 million,
with $23.4 million raised.

Academic Opportunities - $1.1

Others - $7.8

Center for Responsible
Leadership - $7.3

Scholarships and
Endowed Programs - $1.6

Facilities - $6.6
Essential Resources - $8.6

OPEN WINDOWS CAMPAIGN STATUS
figures as of December 31, 2008

great scots

Academic Opportunities: Includes
student/faculty collaborative research,
faculty study experiences, enhancements
to the arts
Center for Responsible Leadership:
A network of leadership development
opportunities including speakers, academic courses, faith-based experiences,
alternative break service trips, business
leadership program and public service
program
Endowed Programs: Includes endowed
scholarships; endowed programs,
chairs and professorships; general
endowment gifts

ity by making a pledge or gift to the
Open Windows Campaign. Your belief
in Alma College takes us forward and
continues the legacy of an Alma College
education.
We would like to invite those who have
not yet participated to consider a gift
or pledge to the Open Windows Campaign. Please call me at 1-800-291-1312
to learn more about the ways that you
can help open windows of opportunity
for Alma’s students.
Best wishes from campus,

F. Martin Johnson, Chair
Larry Andrus ’72
John Colina
James Conboy
Candace Dugan

Essential Resources: Includes the alma
fund, discounted estate pledges
Facilities: Includes construction of
Wright Hall, upgrades to McIntyre
Mall, renovation of the Hogan Center

Campaign Cabinet
Members

Carol Hyble ’78

Carol Furrow Hyble ’78
Vice President for Advancement

David Larsen ’84
Patrick McDonough ’85
Ted Skinner ’63

Other: Includes unrestricted campaign
gifts, designated scholarships; faculty
grants; Scot Loyalty Fund for Athletics

Saundra Tracy

I would like to thank the 9,492 donors
who have made Alma College a prior-
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The value of endowed professorships

Dr. David Clark

Charles A. Dana
Professor of Biology

Dr. Nicholas Dixon

Looking at the faculty list for Alma College, you might notice
different names behind certain professor’s titles, such as
“Charles A. Dana Professor,” or “Reid-Knox Professor of History.” Have you ever wondered who these people are?
They are all generous donors to the College who realized the
value of excellent teaching and wanted to reward those who
engaged students in a true liberal arts fashion. Alma’s endowed professorships help support salaries and reward excellence for eight faculty members.
The Charles A. Dana Professorship started in 1972 with four
professorships and later added a fifth. They are endowed by
the Charles A. Dana Foundation, created by Charles Dana,
a New York state legislator with interests in arts education,
brain science and immunology.
“I was grateful to receive a Dana chair because it recognized
my innovations as a teacher of writing,” Dana Professor of
English William Palmer says. “The professorship reinforced
my goal to continue being innovative. I have tried to teach in
new ways that engage students.”
The professorship honors faculty who are creative teachers, engage their students, develop innovative programs and
courses and produce excellent scholarship.
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Dr. Edward Lorenz

Elma C. and Wesley C. Dykstra
Professor of Philosophy

thistle

Reid-Knox Professor of
History and Professor of
Political Science

Dr. Scott Messing

Charles A. Dana
Professor of Music

“It is in teaching where the benefits of the professorship are
most apparent,” Dana Professor of English Ute Stargardt
says. “I obviously strive to improve my teaching methods, and
I have always been interested in ‘inventing’ new courses for
Alma students.”
“Receiving the title was, of course, a very great honor,” says
Dana Professor of Music Scott Messing. “The individuals who
were and are Dana Professors constitute a formidable cadre of
scholars and educators, and I am humbled by the recognition
that allows me to be counted among their number.”
Other Dana Professors are David Clark in biology and Carol
Slater in psychology.
The Elma C. and Wesley C. Dykstra Professorship, currently
held by Nicolas Dixon in philosophy, was established by Professor Emeritus Wesley Dykstra to honor his late wife Elma.
“Wes and Elma approached life as students and teachers,”
Carol Hyble, vice president of advancement, said at the
award’s dedication. “Both can be described as creative,
thoughtful, engaged in life and with each other and
their community.”
Dykstra taught philosophy at Alma from 1958 to 1985. His
wife Elma completed her bachelor’s degree at Alma and

& piipes

Dr. Will Nichols

Secrest Professor of Music

Dr. William Palmer

Dr. Carol Slater

Charles A. Dana
Professor of English

earned a master’s degree at CMU. An art and design major,
she taught at the College as well as at CMU and Alma middle
and high schools.
“Her education liberated her to the self-discipline which
enables – no, compels – one to be a perpetual student, well
beyond the frames of degrees,” Wes Dykstra said at the dedication. “Creative, multi-talented: eloquent testimony to all this
lay in the nature and scope of her personal library, in collections of student work she had saved, in her own projects and
in her interactions with other students and teachers.”

Charles A. Dana
Professor of Psychology

Dr. Ute Stargardt

Charles A. Dana
Professor of English

graduates to have the best opportunities for acceptance into
graduate school or their professions.”
The Reid-Knox Chair of American History was created from
the estates of alumni Frank and Annie Reid Knox in 1992.
Frank Knox was Secretary of the Navy during World War
II and earlier had been editor and publisher of The Chicago
Daily News.

To be awarded the Dykstra Professorship, a faculty member
must be committed to the liberal arts and have an excellent
record in scholarship, teaching and service.

“My own position, as Reid-Knox Professor, I believe, commits the institution and the current occupant [me] to the civic
goals of Frank Knox and Annie Reid,” Professor of History
and Political Science Edward Lorenz says. “They had a much
needed perspective on education related to the teaching about
public affairs.

Fred and Stephanie Secrest established the Secrest Professorship for Performing Arts in 1993, currently held by Will
Nichols in music. The Secrest’s son, Stephen, is an Alma
alumnus, and Fred is a former chair of the Board of Trustees,
serving for over 20 years.

“Since his bequest also supported resources for the History
Department, the College in accepting his bequest committed
itself to the importance of the study of history. The commitment to history is one that I don’t think we can take as obvious or self evident,” Lorenz says.

“Stephanie and I believe Alma has done an excellent job in
positioning itself as an institution with something unique to
offer,” he said. “It provides a very high class liberal arts education, keeps its curriculum up to date, and makes it possible for

There also are four professorships that are currently unfilled:
the Towsley Professorship of Chemistry, the Paul C. Russell
Endowed Music Professorship, the Russell Professorship of
Political Science and the William R. Angell Professorship.
— Amanda VanLente-Hatter
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Jesse Ramirez ’09
Alma senior

Scots
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know

Grad year, degree and major: 2009, bachelor’s in international business administration with a minor in Spanish
Plans following Alma: Right now I am debating between going to grad
school and getting my master’s degree or heading off into the work force to
gain some experience first. I want to find a career than can give me international opportunities.
Dream job: Something that would let me travel around the world, specifically
Central and South America. I would like to get into negotiating international
contracts or work in foreign and public affairs.
TV shows: “Dexter,” “Entourage,” “Family Guy”
What’s on your iPod? Anything and everything from Disney to rap and
country to rock
Bookmarked Web pages: Forbes.com, YahooFinance, the Alma Circle, various guitar chord pages and random information pages
Book you are reading: La Vida en Roj by Jorge G. Castaneda (the biography
of Che Guevara)
Magazines to which you subscribe: A few car magazines
Favorite movies: Crash, American History X, Wall Street, Boiler Room and
Pursuit of Happiness
Favorite dinner: I’m a big fan of Mexican food, so anything that fits that
category
Favorite hobbies: I enjoy trying to play the guitar and also participating
in sports
Your hero: There are a few alumni from Alma College and my fraternity that
I really look up to.
Why Alma College? Alma gives that home family feeling. It is a small friendly school that offers big opportunities for its graduates and gives me confidence that I will be able to make something out of myself with the knowledge
and experiences that I receive here.
Favorite Alma College professor: Probably either Professor [Ron] Lemmon or
Professor [Greg] Baleja
Favorite Alma memory: I would say that my favorite memory would be joining
the fraternity that I am a part of. I have had so many fun and memorable times
with guys and made some great friendships that I see lasting for a long time.
Fraternity/sorority (or other student organizations): Tau Kappa Epsilon,
Alma College Lacrosse Team, Students in Free Enterprise, Inner Fraternal
Council Rush Chair, Alma College Union Board, Orientation Committee,
Highland Java Cafe, Up ‘til Dawn for St. Jude’s Hospital, freelance photographer for the yearbook.
Last time you wore a kilt: I haven’t had that experience yet.
Greatest accomplishment (so far): I have gained a lot of valuable work
experience. I have been able to start a cafe here on campus, obtained two great
internships, and am now working on starting an export business based in
Quito, Ecuador.
What do you still want to accomplish? I still want to further my education
and find a fulfilling career as well as find time to travel around the world.
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Intern fills role with WNBA
Champion Detroit Shock
Working as an intern for the Women’s
National Basketball Association world
champion Detroit Shock was the chance
of a lifetime for Alma College student
Jennifer Bassett-Payne

Student interns at world’s
largest supercollider

The Traverse City senior majoring in
athletic training was on duty courtside
when the Shock clinched the WNBA
Bassett-Payne
championship earlier last October over
the San Antonio Silver Stars at Eastern
Michigan University’s Convocation Center in Ypsilanti.

When the first protons were fired at almost
the speed of light around a 27-kilometer
underground tunnel in a ground-breaking
particle-smashing experiment, Alma College
physics student Adam Sypniewski could
take pride in knowing he had a hand in its
ultimate success.

Sypniewski

“Interning with the Shock has been the most exciting thing
I have done,” says Bassett-Payne. “I was fortunate enough to
work under head athletic trainer and strength and conditioning coach Laura Ramus, who is such an influential person in
the athletic training world. She is so knowledgeable. She was
a great teacher.”

Sypniewski, Petoskey senior, was one of 15
U.S. students to complete a summer internship
at CERN, the French acronym for the largest
supercollider, or “atom smasher,” in the world.

Bassett-Payne interned with the Shock from June through
August. Her work made such an impression that Ramus
invited her back to work the Shock’s home games in the
Eastern Conference and WNBA finals.

The lab in Geneva on the border of France and Switzerland is the
result of efforts by the European Organization for Nuclear Research to
investigate the origins of the universe.
The first beams of protons were launched last fall to test the controlling
strength of the world’s largest superconducting magnets.

Bassett-Payne approached Denny Griffin, Alma College’s
athletic training director, a year ago about the possibility of
doing an internship.

“The collider takes protons, accelerates them close to the speed of light
in two counter rotating beams, and then smashes them together,” says
Sypniewski. “The energy from the collision is converted to mass and
creates particles, which scientists believe are the fundamental building
blocks of nature.”

“I am a huge Pistons fan, so when he asked me where I
would like to intern, I said the Pistons,” she says. “But the
Pistons’ season had already started, so he suggested I apply to
the Detroit Shock because he knew Laura Ramus.”

Scientists from around the world will study the data generated from
the experiments. CERN created the “LHC Grid,” a global network of
60,000 computers that will analyze what happens when the protons are
hurled at each other inside the Large Hadron Collider.

Her work bounced between athletic training and team
management activities. On team practice days, she typically
arrived two hours early to prepare the whirlpool, water, Gatorade and practice facilities for the players. She also worked
hands-on with the players, assisting with injury treatments
and strengthening and conditioning exercises.

For his internship, Sypniewski worked on a monitoring tool to make
sure the accelerator’s detectors were functioning properly. The detectors collect and distribute data to the LHC Grid.

On game days, she typically arrived by 8:30 a.m. for a 6:30
p.m. game, making sure uniforms were ready, the court was
prepared and referees were accommodated. During the game,
she took care of the players’ warm-ups, heating pads and
other accessories. She stayed after games until 3 a.m. doing
laundry and cleanup.

“The data is distributed across the world in this LHC Grid environment,”
he says. “I was part of a project team that studied the difference between
matter and anti-matter. We worked on the smallest of four detectors,
which puts out a million gigabytes a year, or 80 megabytes a second.”
Sypniewski worked in Geneva from June through August. His internship was funded by a grant from the National Science Foundation
coordinated by the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.

“There were times I took players to doctor appointments, and
I got to see different diagnostic tests done,” she says. “I got
along well with the players. I’m still in contact with some of
them; they ask me how school is going. The whole coaching
staff also was awesome to work for; [Assistant Coach] Ricky
Mahorn liked to play practical jokes on me.”

“I had my own office with a computer to do my work,” he says. “I was
part of the physics department. An advisor was assigned to each of us.
I really appreciated my advisor; he was easy to work with, flexible and
didn’t micromanage.”

Following graduation in April, Bassett-Payne intends to pursue an advanced degree in physical therapy. She also has been
asked to return to work with the Shock next season.

After graduating from Alma, Sypniewski plans to pursue his Ph.D. in
physics and hopefully return to CERN.
“The internship was more than what I could have dreamed of; it was
literally my dream job,” he says. “This is the heart of physics in the
world today. To work at CERN was unbelievable.”
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A member of the Alma College women’s volleyball team, she
is a graduate of Traverse City St. Francis High School, and
the daughter of Barb and Tim Payne.
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Candace Dugan

Chair, Alma College Board of Trustees
Hometown: Alma
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know

Alma mater, grad year, degree and major: Oberlin College ’72, economics;
Central Michigan University ’74, sport sociology; University of Michigan
’83, J.D.
When did you join the Alma College Board? 2003
Professional status: Attorney with Warner Norcross and Judd in
Grand Rapids
What’s on your iPod? Don’t have one!
Book you are reading: Guernsey Literary Society
Magazines to which you subscribe: National Geographic, New Yorker,
Atlantic Monthly
Favorite movie: Out of Africa
Favorite dinner: My mother’s pot roast
Favorite hobby: Hiking
Your hero: My son, Kevney
Your greatest love: My children, parents and sisters
Your Alma affiliation: I grew up loving the College.
Why the liberal arts? I’m devoted to a liberal arts education, which I believe is essential to an individual experiencing a good life as a contributor
to his or her community and profession. The harmony of mind and body
can be achieved nowhere better than at a small liberal arts college.
Why Alma College? Alma is filled with people who are the strength of
our nation.
Why you supported the construction of Wright Hall: I was intrigued with
the environmental aspect of Wright Hall and the nurturing of leadership
that was reflected in the students as a community making their own decisions about the construction of Wright Hall as a model of environmental
sustainability. Wright Hall reflected my belief that a liberal arts setting is
important to community building and leadership development.
What do you still want to accomplish? Travel— live many places outside of
the U.S. for at least three months in each place. See the world.
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campus news

New general education
requirements adopted
After a year of often-intense discussion and debate, Alma
College faculty members last fall approved new general
education requirements for all students.
The new requirements, effective in fall 2009, include the
following:

‘Voice of the Scots’ honored

• The addition of a first-year seminar for all incoming
students,

Greg Siefker became the play-by-play
radio voice of the Alma College Scots in
1991 and has been going strong ever since.
Siefker was the recipient of the second
annual Alma College Community Service
Award, presented last fall during the College’s Community Day festivities.

• A requirement that every student must take a language course,
• Students must take three writing intensive courses
in addition to English 101,
• Fewer distributive courses are required, so students
can take a wider variety of classes,

“In 18 years of broadcasting Alma College
athletics, there has not been one bump in
the road,” says Siefker. “There has not
Siefker
been a season, sport or coach who has not
bent over backwards to be helpful. That, to me, has meant as much
as anything. The coaches and all the people associated with Alma
College Athletics are class acts.”

• The addition of a culminating experience for students in all majors.
“The new requirements offer more choice and are more
individualized,” says Walter Beagley, this year’s chair of
the Education Policy Committee. “The big thing is the
first-year seminar. For faculty, that represents a new kind
of teaching space for them to try new and interesting
things. For students, it’s a way for them to get to the fun
stuff faster in their first term.”

Siefker built radio station WMLM in 1977. For more than 30 years
the station has served Gratiot County with news, information and
entertainment. Siefker recently sold the station to Krol Communications, with Siefker retaining his play-by-play broadcast duties.

The general education program reflects faculty commitment to a liberal arts education “that ensures that every
student has a broad context for their disciplinary study and
for the changing world and perspectives they will encounter in their future lives,” says Provost Michael Selmon.

Alternative breaks include
disaster relief
Building sustainable houses in Kansas, volunteering in a Cherokee
community in rural Appalachia, assisting hurricane disaster relief
efforts in Texas and interacting with terminally ill children in Chicago are among the alternative break service opportunities available
for Alma College students.

Enrollment momentum
Alma College achieved its highest new student enrollment
in its history with 456 new students in 2008-09, passing
the previous high of 452 students in 2007-08. This year’s
total enrollment of 1,384 students is Alma’s highest overall
enrollment since 2000 and its seventh highest enrollment
in its history.

Nine service trips are scheduled for winter break Feb. 21-28, 2009.
Other service projects include Habitat for Humanity home construction in South Carolina, outreach to the hungry and homeless in
Washington, D.C., environmental restoration efforts in Utah, youth
education in Philadelphia, and U.S.-Mexico border issues.
Alternative breaks are designed to widen students’ awareness of the
needs of those around them, says Hillary Forslund, Alma College’s
AmeriCorps VISTA representative in the Center for Responsible
Leadership.

‘Best in the Midwest’

“They are lots of fun and great bonding experiences for students,
but alternative breaks go far deeper than that,” says Forslund. “In
many cases students discover their passion when they are engaged
in communities in which they are helping others. These service
experiences influence their life choices.”

Once again, Alma College is one of the best colleges and
universities in the Midwest, according to The Princeton
Review. The New York City-based education services
company selected Alma College as one of 159 institutions
as “Best in the Midwest” for 2009.

More than 100 students, faculty and staff typically participate in
alternative break trips annually.

thistle

& pipes

21

faculty research

The great debate: science
and religion
Brian Stratton examines the relationship between science
and religion.
“My research is an attempt to
reconcile science and religion by
doing intelligent thinking about the
Christian faith,” says Stratton, associate professor of religious studies.

Shirley Temple influences
ethnic literature
Chih-Ping Chen watches Shirley Temple
films for insight into the impact of the
1930s child actress on 20th century culture
and literature.

He is writing a book that analyzes
how the Biblical creation stories
in the first three chapters of Genesis have been interpreted throughout history. He attempts
to show that the understanding of the natural world at any
given time influenced how the Bible was interpreted at
that time.

Stratton

“When I began teaching American ethnic
literature, I began to see references to Shirley Temple by some authors,” says Chen,
associate professor of English. “The more
I taught, the more I realized this was not
accidental. These references project Shirley
Chen
Temple as an icon of the ideal child — an
angel girl — and as a mirror for ethnic girls to compare themselves
negatively. The ethnic characters in these stories want to be like
Shirley Temple.”

For example, the first century Jewish philosopher Philo
adopted a non-literal reading of Genesis in order to reconcile it with Plato’s understanding of the natural world.
Similarly, St. Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas offered
non-literal interpretations of Genesis based on their understandings of the natural world.
“St. Augustine laid down this principle: We believe God is
truth,” says Stratton. “So, wherever truth is, God is present. If truth is found anywhere, then it’s God’s truth. So,
one does not need to be afraid of truth about the natural
world,” even if it appears to conflict with a literal interpretation of the Bible.

For example, in Amy Tan’s The Joy Luck Club, the heroine feels
judged by her mother because she doesn’t have talent like Shirley
Temple. In Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye, the heroine longs to
have blue eyes like Shirley Temple’s.
“These girls want different parts of the Shirley Temple image, and
those characteristics underlie their struggle for identity,” she says.

Stratton says contemporary conflict between science and
religion — such as those between advocates of intelligent
design and evolution — is a continuation of arguments
that have taken place through history regarding literal vs.
non-literal interpretations of scripture.

Writers continue to evoke Shirley Temple more than a half century
after her movies were made. Temple’s child star career came to
an end, but writers, who grew up under her cultural influence,
continue to be inspired — or perhaps haunted — by her cultural
influence.

In an invited article he wrote for “Word and World,” Stratton
examines the theological reactions to the theory of evolution.

“Her movies were in a different time, during the Great Depression,” says Chen. “Even President Roosevelt told Americans to
spend a few pennies and go see the little child because it will ‘make
you happy.’ We haven’t had a child star of that magnitude since
then.”

“Religious people reading Darwin had mixed reactions,” he
says. “Adam Sedgwick, Darwin’s professor and also a clergyman, was horrified. He objected on many grounds, including
on what it might do to morality. Another clergyman, Charles
Kingsley, was highly positive about what Darwin said.

Chen studies how Shirley Temple “embodies America’s industry of
the perpetually beloved child” in the first half of the 20th century,
and the African-American and Asian American “collective anxiety
not only over the racial marginalization” but also over her influence
on the development of ethnic girls’ character and personality.

“Today, we have neo-Sedwickians who continue to be horrified with Darwin’s theory, and neo-Kingsleyians who see
a lot of good in Darwin’s theories,” he says. “And there are
people who see science and religion as having nothing to do
with each other, so arguing about it is a big waste of time.”

She wants to expand her project to study the influence of Shirley
Temple in countries outside the United States, particularly in Taiwan, India, Europe and China.
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Regardless of how one interprets the creation stories, Stratton says the main points of Genesis are this: “The God of
Israel is creator of all things. The Creator is benevolent to
the creation. And human beings have a special place to play
in the world — to be good stewards of God’s creation.”
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Performance as a
communication tool

Alma professor’s new book
examines Israeli-Palestinian
‘road map for peace’

Joanne Gilbert is preparing a theatrical
performance to tell the story of the Crazy
Horse Monument in the Black Hills of
South Dakota.

Derick “Sandy” Hulme’s newest
book is titled The Israeli-Palestinian Road Map for Peace: A
Critical Analysis.

“I seek to advocate for marginalized people
through performance,” says Gilbert, communication professor at Alma College.
“This is an ambitious project and one I feel
very passionate about.”
Gilbert

Gilbert traveled to South Dakota to
conduct interviews with family members
of Korczak Ziolkowski, who spent a large portion of his life prior
to his death in 1982 sculpting the memorial, a 641-foot-wide by
563-foot high mountain monument in the form of Crazy Horse, a
Lakota warrior, riding a horse and pointing into the distance.

Hulme

The “Road Map for Peace” plan
was put forth by the United
States, United Nations, European
Union and Russia with a goal of
creating a Palestinian state by
December of 2005.

“Obviously that didn’t happen,
so my book is a case study to assess why this plan, which
was supposed to resolve the conflict, did not,” Hulme,
professor of political science says. “The book also has
suggestions for moving the process forward.”

The memorial’s mission is to honor the culture, tradition and living
heritage of North American Indians.

Hulme argues that the “road map” was unable to
overcome the participants’ “significant and longstanding differences,” including “different perspectives on
empowered multilateral versus mediated bilateral negotiations, incremental versus comprehensive peacemaking strategies, and formulations for resolving such final
status issues as Jerusalem,
borders, settlements and
refugees.”

“The stories are fascinating,” says Gilbert. “Once I visited, I became
incredibly moved and inspired by the dream of Korczak Ziolkowski.
What’s amazing is that here is someone who knew his vision would
never be complete in his lifetime, yet he did it anyway.”
Gilbert also interviewed the grandson of Lakota Chief Henry
Standing Bear and four Lakota — two who work on the mountain
and two who live on the Pine Ridge Reservation.
She has transcribed those interviews, which will become a 45-minute script for her 2009 Spring Term “Performing Advocacy” class.
Students in the class will spend the first 12 days rehearsing the
production, using a technique called “Everyday Life Performance,”
which utilizes transcripts and audio files to help performers replicate speakers’ mannerisms.

The plan’s failure
highlights the need for
policymakers to develop
the conceptual skills and
perceptual sensitivities
that are necessary for
resolving transnational
conflicts, says Hulme.

After a performance in Alma on May 12, the students will travel
to South Dakota to perform the production several times at
Crazy Horse as well as at the Red Cloud Indian School on the
Pine Ridge Reservation. Additionally, they will help fund-raise
for the memorial.

Hulme used archival
material from a variety
of presidential libraries, including the Nixon,
Ford and Carter libraries,
as well as negotiation documents in his research.
“There are no other books dealing with this effort,”
he says.
Hulme, also the author of books on the impact of Palestinian terrorism on American foreign policy and the U.S.
boycott of the 1980 Olympics, already has started a fourth
book about the efforts of the Clinton and Bush administrations to use terrorism for political advantage.
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Laurie DeYoung ’04

Associate Director of Admissions, Alma College
deyoung@alma.edu, (989) 463-7324

Scots

you
should

know

Hometown: I grew up in South Lyon but now call St. Johns home.
Alma mater, degree and major: Alma College 2004; BA, business
administration
Professional status: After spending three years mainly recruiting new Alma
students, I now coordinate the Alumni Ambassadors, a volunteer alumni
recruitment group. I also work with interested students and their families
in New York State and am involved in outreach to Presbyterian churches.
TV shows: I’m in grad school so TV time is scarce, but I am a devoted
“24” fan!
What’s on your iPod? Country, rock, classic rock…but my favorite artists
are Caedmon’s Call, Jars of Clay and Third Day.
Bookmarked Web pages: University of Michigan-Flint Blackboard (for
grad school), the Michigan Mountain Bike Association page, Facebook
and my friends’ blogs
Book you are reading: the girl who stopped swimming by Joshilyn Jackson
(she’s one of my favorite contemporary authors!)
Magazines to which you subscribe: Bike, Climbing and Skiing
Favorite movie: The Little Mermaid, but not the Disney version. In the movie
of my childhood, the mermaid doesn’t get the prince in the end but her love
is everlasting — true to Hans Christian Andersen’s original story line.
Favorite dinner: Steak and potatoes
Favorite hobby: Mountain biking
Your hero: My parents are my inspiration.
Your greatest love: That guy I married (Mitch ’04) is kind of wonderful…
Why Alma College: This question is familiar…are we at a college fair? I
love Alma because I discovered my passions here. With the help of faculty,
staff and my classmates, I uncovered new opportunities each day and am
still amazed at all Alma helped (and continues to help) me accomplish.
Favorite Alma professor: The entire Business Department
Favorite Alma memory: West Virginia climbing trips with the Climbing
Club. Waking up to snow outside our tents, bouldering at night, feeling
that rush at the top of a climb…
Fraternity/sorority (or other student organization you were active in):
Adventure Club, Climbing Club, Homecoming/Little Sibs Weekend
Committee, Orientation Committee, SIFE
Last time you wore a kilt: Now that I’m an Orientation Committee coadvisor, I let my OCs wear kilts for me!
Greatest accomplishment (so far): Professionally, I’ve helped recruit the
two largest freshmen classes in Alma’s history.
What do you still want to accomplish? Earn my MBA, continue reaching
my career goals and raise a family.
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Making the Alma connection
For those of you who had the opportunity to attend Homecoming
last September, you saw for yourselves the energy and excitement
around campus — new buildings, an
award-winning student body, stories
of alumni doing great things and the
largest freshman class ever of 456
future alumni.
Being connected with Alma and your fellow alumni is not just a
homecoming thing. It can be an experience that happens throughout the year. It is the goal of the alumni board to find ways to
connect alumni with each other for networking, fun and fellowship. We have done a lot in the past year such as Scots Night at
Comerica Park, the Maroon and Cream Gala, and many other
events through out the country. But the Alumni Board wants to do
more.
If you have ideas of how the alumni board can better serve YOU
as alumni, now is your chance. You can e-mail your ideas to me
through the Alma Circle. The Alumni Board will review those
suggestions and implement those that are possible.
In the meantime, I want to issue a challenge: Take that step, pay it
forward and become involved in alumni and campus activities. I
challenge you to get involved in the alumni network. I challenge
you to experience the bond and friendship to enhance your alumni
experience. Here are some of the opportunities to experience Alma
alumni and students throughout the year; all of the events are
highlighted on Alma’s Web page and are family-friendly.

Stay Connected! If you have recently moved to a new loca-

tion, had a change in employment and wish to become involved
with the alumni Tartan Club in your region, simply contact the
Alumni Office at 1-800-291-1312 or alumnihouse@alma.edu for
more information.

Alumni notes submissions
Birth and wedding announcements
Due to space constraints, we are unable to publish
wedding or baby photos. We do not publish announcements of engagements or pregnancies, but
encourage submissions following the event.
Note submissions
Alumni notes can be submitted online at <www.
alma.edu/accents/notes/>; by returning the postage
paid envelope in this issue; or by addressing Alumni
Relations Director, Alumni Notes, Alma College,
614 W. Superior St., Alma, Mich. 48801-1599.
Photo submission
Photos can be sent electronically to
silverthorn@alma.edu.

• Attend an event sponsored by the Center for Responsible
Leadership. In the last three years, speakers have included
Madeleine Albright, George McGovern, Bob Dole and
Vicente Fox.
• Sponsor the Alma Choir or band at your local church.
• Sponsor an alumni gathering or picnic at your home.
• Join the Alma Circle.
• Get involved in Roundtable or Tartan clubs in your area.
• Start a Roundtable or Tartan club in your area.
• Refer a student to the Admissions Office, or sponsor a group
of high school students for a visit to campus.
• Organize a reunion of friends or sorority sisters/fraternity
brothers at Homecoming or some other time during the year.
All it takes is stepping a little bit out of the comfort zone and
checking out events or gatherings that happen during the year.
So, my challenge to you for the new year is this: Attend one
Alma event outside of Homecoming and experience the Alma
Bond for yourself.
Carolyn Schultz ’84
Alumni Board President

tartan tidbits

Upcoming alumni events
JANUARY 2009
Jan. 24
Alumni Board Meeting
FEBRUARY 2009
Feb. 10
Indianapolis, IN Alumni Event
Feb. 26
Phoenix, AZ Tartan Club
Feb. 23-27 Alma College Choir Spring Break Trip
Feb. 20 Milford Presbyterian Church, Milford
Feb. 22 National Presbyterian, Washington D.C.
Feb. 23 First Presbyterian, Annapolis, MD
Feb. 24 St. Peter’s Church, Philadelphia, PA
Feb. 25 Brick Presbyterian. NY City, NY
Feb. 26 Laguardia High School, NY City, NY
Feb. 27 Upstate N.Y. location (TBD)
MARCH 2009
Mar. 10
Hogan Reception, Lansing
Mar. 17
Hogan Reception, Traverse City
APRIL 2009
Apr. 2
Honors Day
Apr. 7
Hogan Reception, Saginaw
Apr. 18
Commencement
Apr. 25
Alumni Board Meeting
Apr. 25
Faculty Appreciation Dinner
MAY 2009
May 1
Hogan Center Groundbreaking
May 30
Maroon and Cream Gala
JUNE 2009
June 5
Tip of the Mitt Alumni Reception
June 6
Scot Loyalty Fund Klenk Open
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alumni notes
1933

Mary Peters Hughes ’33 reports
that her husband, Halley, died Nov. 16, 2007.
They had been married 71 years and five
months.

1937

Margaret Lowden Barclay ’37 is
proud to have had two granddaughters and
one grandson-in-law graduate from Alma
College.

1939

Jean Meyer ’39 is almost 92 but still
enjoys good health and family of five children, eight grandchildren and nine greatgrandchildren. She feels truly blessed.

1946

Mary Milham Corpe ’46 now lives
in Ashburn, VA, and celebrated her 59th
wedding anniversary in August 2008.

1947

Marjorie McCarty Denison ’47 has
a son, John, who has been appointed associate dean at Cornell University. Her other
son, Tim, is teaching university students and
writing a children’s book.

1948

Vera Parsons Schroeder ’48 enjoys
retirement in Chapel Hill, NC.

1952

Ruth Rose Colsell ’52 lives in La
Mesa, CA, with her husband, Jack. She is
happily retired and has five great-grandchildren. Ruth attended Homecoming 2008
with sisters Peggy Rose Kleckner ’52 and
Phyllis Rose Teubert ’55.

1955 Barbara Wisniewski Huget ’55
enjoyed a reunion with Barbara Hoeflin
Schweitzer ’55, Barbara Lawrence Dudzik
’53 and Betty Burns Delia ’’55.
1964

Doug Brown ’64 retired last September. • Dave Stoller ’63 and Janet Lincoln
’64 report that Janet has retired as public
defender of Yauapai County, AZ, after 28
years of practicing law. Dave will complete
40 years as a lawyer in December but plans
to continue working.

1965

Willis Gelston ’65 loves retirement
and camping, hunting, fishing and skiing with his wife and children. • Kathleen
Steeves ’65 has a new job as an associate
executive director of the National Council
for History Education.

1966

William E. Brown ’66 teaches
math part time at the University of New
Mexico.
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1967

Renee Badertscher ’67 enjoys
retirement and loves photography.

1968

G. Ann Baker ’68 received the
Stephen H. Schulman Outstanding Business Lawyer Award from the State Bar of
Michigan. She is director of the Corporation
Division, Bureau of Commercial Services in
the State of Michigan’s Department of Labor
and Economic Growth. • Paul Inglis ’68
announced his retirement as Oceana County
Administrator/Fiscal Officer effective Nov.
28, 2008, after 37 years. Paul’s spouse, Cheri,
intends to retire from Fifth Third Bank effective Dec. 5, 2008, after 30 years of service.
• Tom Morrissett ’68 retired in April 2008
and lives with his wife, Joan, on Skidaway
Island, GA. • Charles Rodeck ’68 and Sara
Hunter Rodeck ’69 celebrated their 40th
wedding anniversary on Aug. 9, 2008. •
Marilyn Geissinger Sellers ’68 still works in
Neonatal ICUC at Yale Children’s Hospital.
She is not ready to retire yet because she
loves her career so much.

1969 Howard Anderson ’69 recently
joined United Bank in Charleston, WV, as a
vice president and senior trust advisor. Howard’s eldest son Matthew graduated from
Virginia Tech and was married on March 30
in Cumberland, MD. • Sally L. Brandes ’69
enjoys being a grandmother to two grandchildren. • Eddie Robertson ’69, professor of
biology at Reinhardt College, was presented
with the Captain A.M. Reinhardt Award
for his dedication to the mission, purpose
and life of Reinhardt College. He has taught
at Reinhardt for more than 20 years. He
and his wife, Sylvia Robertson ’69, live in
Waleska, GA. They have two children and
two grandchildren.
1970

Jack McNutt ’70 retired in 2008 after serving 33 years in public administration.
• Ben Thomas ’70 is the proud grandfather
of two grandsons as of August 2008.

1972

Joyce Brown Essex ’72 reports
that her daughter, Amanda, completed her
first year at Colorado State University on
the Dean’s List. • Carolyn Sachs ’72 is the
department head of Women’s Studies at
Penn State University. • Mary-Lou Spencer

tartan tidbits

’72 found a life partner, Candy Smith, and
they are very happy together. • Craig Wesley
’72 mentors four Chinese students attending
Delhi as part of an agreement between the
State University of New York system and
the Chinese government. The agreement
allows Chinese students to continue their
university studies while their earthquake
damaged universities in Sichuan Provence
are repaired.

1973

David Fisher ’73 is now the
Rehmann Robson CPA firm’s Director of
School Audits and Consulting Services. •
Rick Johnson ’73 still teaches and coaches in
Wichita, KS. • Gary Klepper ’73 and Barbara Bendall Klepper ’72 have a daughter,
Heather ’99, teaching middle school dance
in Singapore. • Scott McGilliard ’73 works
in Trinidad, CO, for Farm and Agricultural
Services. His son, Sloan, is in Boston as an
engineer. Daughter, Martha, is in New York
City making corporate moves. His grandchildren, Star and Sky, turned 9-years-old. •
Bill Potter ’73 and Nancy Armstrong Potter
’73 live in Big Rapids and work at Ferris
State University. Bill works in University
College and Nancy in Enrollment Services.
Zack is a senior at Big Rapids High School
and plans to enroll at Ferris in the Music
Industry Management Program. • Elise
Lillmars Roe ’73 and husband, Tom, live in
Ada. While continuing as a physical therapist for Kent ISD, she spends her free time
with three granddaughters, trains for triathlons and serves on the Board of Directors of
the Land Conservancy of West Michigan.
Elise competed in her first triathlon in June
2008. • Thomas Venner ’73 was appointed
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at
Eastern Michigan University on July 1, 2008.

1974

Linda Hoffman ’74 recently had
a book published called God is Good All Our
Days, scheduled for sale in January 2009. •
Barb Shammas ’74 retired and loves it. She
teaches water aerobics, sewing, quilting,
yoga and reading. Barb resides near D.C.
inside the Beltway.

1975

Jan Knapp Merz ’75 retired from
Lake Orion Schools in June 2008 and is
now a full-time “Bucketfiller,” a presenter
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for the children’s book Have You Filled A
Bucket Today? She and John celebrated
their 25th anniversary, her retirement and
her fifth year as a cancer survivor with a
trip to Hawaii. Their son, Todd, graduated
from Albion, and their daughter, Kelsey, is
a sophomore at Alma. • Bob Pettijohn ’75
and Carole Gunther Pettijohn ’75 report that
their son, Stuart ’06, married Erin Bernethy
’07 in summer 2008. Stuart attends the
University of Michigan dental school while
Erin attends Wayne State Medical School.
They live in Plymouth. • Mark Wendorf
’75 followed his clergy wife to Maine where
he is unemployed, volunteering for Obama
and thinking of retiring from ministry to
organize Maine woodcutters.

1976
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Jana Underwood ’76 recently
acquired a Lake Michigan fishing boat
and welcomes visitors during the summer.
• Lanette Farnsworth Van ’76 graduated
from the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary last May with an M.Div.
She is currently serving two small United
Methodist Churches in eastern Iowa. She is
looking forward to working on her D.Min.
in a few years, possibly becoming the first
United Methodist clergy person to receive all
three degrees from Presbyterian institutions
of higher learning. She and her husband
Tom have celebrated 27 years of marriage.
He continues in his career as an indentured
computer wizard. • Daryl Hollnagel ’76 has
joined Washart Norris Henninger & Pittman to work with small- and closely-held
businesses in its Charlotte office. He was
general counsel for Continental Tire Company’s North American operations for 20
years and from 2002-04 was president of the
firm’s Mexican subsidiary, living in Mexico
City.

1977

Future Scots!

Larry Birkenmeyer ’77 continues
to work in the diagnostics division of Abbott Laboratories. Currently, he is conducting research on malaria diagnostics. Larry
and his wife, Arpi, live in Glenview, IL,
and have an 8-year-old daughter, Jacey, in
the third grade.
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Lori Burns Dane ’78 married
James Dane on Aug. 8, 2008, at Christ the
King Lutheran Church in Grosse Pointe
Woods. • James Daniels ’78 recently received a 2008 Faculty Service Award from
Carnegie Mellon University’s Alumni Association for his mentorship and service to
alumni and students. Daniels, the Thomas
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a first-year student at Alma. • Norm
Halstead ’79 and wife, Lauren, announce
the Sept. 28, 2008, birth of a grandson
to daughter, Danielle, and her husband,
Mark Kato.

1980 Dave Kakenmaster ’80 left
Definitive Technology in early 2008 after
11 years and started with PS Audio in
Boulder, CO. The family is doing well as
Dave’s daughter prepares to attend college
in fall 2009. • Kathleen Rito ’80 announces the birth of a new granddaughter.
Have you ever spotted a fellow
alumnus at the airport, a sporting
event or just out and about?
It’s a great feeling to see the
Maroon and Cream and know
there’s another Scot in the
midst! Next time you “Spot-aScot” proudly wearing Alma
College gear, get their name,
address and grad year. Submit
the information on the online
form at: <www.alma.edu/people/
alumni/spot_a_scot> along with
your information and you will
both be entered in a drawing
(in conjunction with the next
printing of Accents) to each
receive a $50 gift certificate to
the Kiltie Korner Bookstore.
The gift certificate can be used
in the store or online at <www.
scotcollegebookstore.com>.
The Winter 2009 winner was
Betsy Richards Pilon ’03, who
spotted fellow Scots Ted Burton
’03 and Rico Ballentine ’03 proudly
wearing Alma College attire.

Stockham Baker Professor of English,
joined Carnegie Mellon in 1981 and has
directed the Creative Writing Program
since the early 1990s. The university previously honored him with its highest teaching award, the Ryan Award, as well as the
Elliot Dunlap Smith Award for Teaching
and Educational Service in Humanities
and Social Sciences. • James Knapp ’78 is
proud that his daughter, Kelsey, attends
Alma College.

1979

Ann Schaffer Greenhough ’79
reports that her niece, Audrey Gebbie, is
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1981 Kimberly Bennett ’81 finished
her Ph.D. in June 2008. • Susan L. Hillman ’81 presented a paper at The World
Conference of the Association for Childhood Education International in Moscow,
Russia in June 2008. • Terry Lasson ’81
was divorced in January 2007 and works
for the Battle Creek Downtown Partnership, a downtown development group.
1982 Deborah Anderson ’82 published the chapter “Ischyromyidae” in a
book called Evolution of Tertiary Mammals of North America: Volume II. • Diane
Clay Brewster ’82 is proud that daughter,
Amanda, is a 2008 Alma graduate and
now attends Indiana University-Bloomington Law School. • Katherine Morland ’82 lives in Newberg, OK, with her
husband and two sons.
1983 Charles “Wes” Blackman ’83
lives in Lake Worth, FL, where he owns
an urban planning firm. Active in local
politics, he recently was appointed to the
Lake Worth Community Redevelopment Agency board. He plans on running
for elected office again in 2009. • Elburt
Ferguson ’83 is Second-in-Command of
the Central Detective Unit of the Royal
Bahamas Police Force and Superintendent of Crime Scene Investigations and
Sexual Offenses Investigations. • Lynette
Whitkopf Pemble ’83 is the co-recipient
of the 2008 Elementary Physical Education Teacher of the Year for Michigan
from the Michigan Association for
Health, Physical Education, Recreation
and Dance. She teaches in Williamston. •
David Powers ’83, an attorney and shareholder in the Bay City law firm Smith,
Martin, Powers & Knier, PC, is listed in
the 2009 edition of Marquis Who’s Who
in the World. • Jonathan Thorndike ’83
and Claudia Black Thorndike ’83 report
that Jonathan, a professor in the Honors
Program at Belmont University in Nashtartan tidbits

ville, recently published an article on the
Presidential Debate between John McCain
and Barack Obama held at Belmont. The
Alpha Chi Recorder Fall 2008 article can be
read at http://www.harding.edu/alphachi/
RECORDER.HTM.

1985

Mark Baker ’85 and Mary Buckley
Baker ’89 recently moved to Naperville, IL,
when Mark became VP/Director of Risk
Management at Hyatt Global Headquarters.
Mary keeps busy with the boys, Zack, 12,
Josh, 10, and Jacob, 6. • Mike Borgeld ’85
has a son, Eric, who is a first-year student
at Alma Class of 2012. • Matthew Mims ’85
along with his wife, Grace, recently joined
the faculty at the University of Nebraska at
Kearney as a counselor educator. Their son
has adjusted to the move and now plays on
the traveling soccer team. Alumni are always
welcome to stop by for a visit.

1986

Jim Elsenheimer ’86 was married
in June on the beach in San Diego. He still
lives in Pittsburgh, PA working as the lead
instructional designer for Eaton Corporation. Jim runs triathlons to stay fit. • Cindy
Pierce Evans ’86 moved to Oklahoma after
12 years in Michigan. Her husband pastors
a church in Lawton/Ft. Sill, OK, and they
look forward to exploring a new part of the
country. Cindy still homeschools their children, Elijah, 12, and Hannah, 11. Visitors to
Oklahoma are invited to get in touch. www.
dayspringcommunitychurch.net.

1987

Jim Crawley ’87 reports his son,
Alex, recently graduated from high school
and is a freshman at GVSU. His other son,
Andrew, is a high school freshman. After
17 years in college admissions, Jim recently
took a new job as the Director of University
Recruiting Initiatives for the ELS Language
Centers. His family still lives in Allendale.
E-mail: jcrawley@els.edu. • Phil Jones ’87
and Joelle Ayer Jones ’90 announce the April
18, 2008, birth of Rylan Ayer Jones. He joins
brothers Duncan, 12, Cade, 9, and Graham,
6. • Julie Pendell ’87 announces the July 3
birth of twins, John Charles “Charlie” and
Nolan Jeffrey, born in Chicago.

1988

Mike Ritt ’88 married Dr. Stena
Peterhans on Aug. 9, 2008. Stena is a chiropractor in Bay City.

1990

Kristen Clark ’90 and Paul celebrated 10 years of marriage in April. They
have five children, four in school. Kristen
stays home with Rachel, 3, and enjoys the
joys of mothering a toddler for the last time.
Kristen plans to return to school next year

to study cytotechnoloy to help discover the
causes of cancer. She believes the causes include long-term exposure to radiation from
cellphone towers, satelite communications,
wireless technology, MRI’s, UV rays and
electrical appliances, which affect cell-tocell communication. When combined with
environmental toxins and stress hormones,
the body experiences the same symptoms as
people exposed to higher levels of radiation
at sites including Chernobyl and Hiroshima.
• Matthew Gibb ’90 and Debbie Marsh Gibb
’91 report that Matt was elected supervisor
of Orion Township, a community of about
40,000 in north Oakland County. It’s full
time, so the law practice will be mothballed
for a few years. Emma (9), Megan (7) and
Ian (3) are doing great.

1991

Becky Dine Reagan ’91 completed
a term as president of Lowell Women’s
Club. • Melissa Weber ’91 updates her last
note. After dabbling in freelance editing
and writing since 2006, she changed the
endeavor to full time. She also tutors and
is “chaplaining.” The Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission is involved with
issues from her former employment, and she
has a good team that’s helping her understand her Asperger’s Syndrome and turn
it into a strength. She is much happier and
loves working from home.

1992

Lynne Hendrickson ’92 is a client
service director at a market research company in Ann Arbor.

1993

Jenelle Cleveland ’93 recently
completed an Ed.S. degree from NationalLouis University in Chicago. • Mindy Giem
’93 announces the March 25, 2008, birth
of daughter Cambrynne Grace. She joins
brothers Trenton and Paxton and sister Elleri. • Brett Powers ’93 is single again after
15 years of marriage. He lives in Grand
Rapids. E-mail: bspowers@hotmail.com.

1994

Charles Moreau ’94 received tenure
in the Physics Department at Albion College. He lives in Marshall with his son, Riley,
11, and daughters, Elayna, 9, and Mallory,
5. • Lynn O’Rear ’94 gave birth to a son,
Charles Michael, on Sept. 3, 2008. • Andy
Torrence ’94 and wife, Liberty, announce
the July 2 birth of daughter, Madeline Rose.
Including son, Nathaniel, they’re a family of
four, all doing well. They recently moved to
DeWitt.

1995

Corey Messner ’95 was married
on June 13, 2008 to Shawn. They live in
Okemos. Shawn is a sixth-grade teacher

in Fowlerville, and Corey is the Eastern
Regional Sales Manager for Cequent, a division of TriMas. • Allen Ryckman ’95 and
Beth Hassenzahl Ryckman ’96 announce the
Oct. 23, 2008, birth of their first child, Annika Jade. • Sarah Simon ’95 and husband,
Daniel, announce the Sept. 29, 2008, birth of
LeAnn Grace.

1996

Carrie Hernick Albright ’96 is
an RN in a cardiac catheterization lab in
Grand Rapids. Carrie and her husband
recently welcomed their first child, Stosh
Nicholas. She would love to hear from
old friends at carriehernick@yahoo.com.
• Adam Neuman ’96 and Sandra Hansen
Neuman ’96 report that Adam graduated
from Army basic training at Fort Jackson,
SC on Aug. 8, 2008. He will be attached
to the 414 CA Battalion in Southfield as
a member of the U.S. Army Reserves. •
Catherine Schaefer-Campion ’96 and husband, Kevin, announce the May 23, 2008,
birth of their daughter, Nora Elizabeth. •
Josh Sellers ’96 and Heather announce the
Oct. 8 arrival of their second son, Cooper
Gerritt. He joins older brother Cameron.
The Sellers live in Chattanooga, TN, where
Josh teaches and coaches football at Notre
Dame High School.

1997

Jason Cotton ’97 and Rachel Abbey
Cotton ’97 celebrated the birth of their third
son on Sept. 12, 2008. Ayden joins his big
brothers Kyler, 4, and Brady, 1. They still
live in Grand Haven and are enjoying their
family. • Dawn DiPonio ’97 still lives in Chicago and works at EMC Corp. In September
she completed the Wisconsin Ironman in 12
hours, 49 minutes. She is 20 marathons into
her goal of 50 marathons in 50 states. • Cate
Humphrey ’97 married Chip Napier on
June 23, 2008 in Juneau, Alaska. • Staci Hill
McKeon ’97 announces that Moira, 3, and
Annabelle, 1, are doing well. Staci is an acute
care doctor in Dubuque, IA. • Jonathan
Potter ’97 announces the June 2008 birth
of daughter, Hannah Lois. • Eric Walton
’97 and Kristine deGuia ’96 announce the
July 24, 2008, birth of Asher Walton, their
third son joining Lucien, 4, and Cayden, 18
months. Eric is completing a master’s degree
in education at Wayne State. Kristine is a
nurse at Henry Ford Hospital. They live in
Detroit.

1998

Lisa Tessmer Mauch ’98 and
husband, Bob, announce the Sept. 28 birth of
their son, Paul James. • Joann Brnjac Socha
’98 announces the birth of Elaina Hannah
in January 2008. Joann is still working at
tartan tidbits

Beaumont as a pediatric O.T. • Sarah Hypio
U’Ren ’98 and Randy U’Ren ’99 announce
the Aug. 6 birth of another baby girl, Megan
Sue. Mom, dad, and big sister Danielle are
all doing great.

1999

Mike Baszler ’99 and Danielle
Pease Baszler ’01 welcomed Brady Robert
on June 9, 2008. Big sister, Avery, loves him,
and she recently celebrated her two-year
anniversary of being leukemia free. Mike is
in his second year as Birch Run High School
principal. They bought a house in Lapeer in
August. “Life is good!” • Maggie Czachor
Guaresimo ’99 and husband, Dave, announce the July 14 birth of daughter Natalia
Margaret. Big brothers David and Vincent
love her. The family is returning to Mexico
in September to live for the next few years
due to Dave’s job. • Benjamin Smith ’99 and
his wife, Michelle, reside in Marquette with
their three daughters, Zoe, 5, Lexi, 3, and
Kylie, 3 months. Ben teaches mathematics
at Marquette High School. Ben also is the
varsity girls basketball coach and the varsity
golf coach. • Karl Wolf ’99 has been keeping
busy and having fun since leaving Alma. He
performs and solos in four metro Detroit
choirs, including Vanguard Voices, which
toured the U.S. East Coast this past summer
performing Bach’s Mass in B minor with the
symphony. After his mother’s death in 2005
and resulting loss of his family home, Karl
moved to Wyandotte and was elected to his
condo association’s board of directors. He
regularly returns to Alma for homecomings
and Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia events. Karl
remembers Alma and its people as one of the
greatest joys of his life.

2000

Scott Eldridge ’00 was selected
for inclusion on the 2008 “Michigan Rising
Stars” list, which appeared in “Michigan Super Lawyers” magazine. He is a lawyer with
Miller Canfield Paddock & Stone, PLC, in
Lansing. • Kathryn “Katie” McDougal ’00
completed the requirements for a doctorate
in human genetics from the Johns Hopkins
University School of Medicine, Institute of
Genetic Medicine, in Baltimore, MD, on
Oct. 17, 2008. She is a research associate at
Johns Hopkins and is applying for postdoctorate positions. E-mail: kemcdougal@
gmail.com.

2001

Meredith Lawrence Baker ’01 and
husband, John, announce the July 17, 2008,
birth of their first child, Samuel Hudson.
Her nine-year-old stepson, Max, is a proud
big brother. They are healthy and doing
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well. • Ryan Fowler ’01 and Sarah Jewell
Fowler ’03 report that Sarah received a
Ph.D. in chemistry from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison in August 2008. Ryan
is a software engineer at CDW Berbee and
recently coauthored Harnessing Hibernate
(O’Reilly Media). They enjoy living in Madison, bicycling, sailing and appreciating local
microbrews.

2002

Melissa Couturier-Castonia ’02
and husband, Phil Castonia, announce the
March 20, 2008, birth of their first child,
Emma Rose Castonia. They live in Auburn
Hills. • Rebecca Durling ’02 purchased her
first house in July in Williamston and enjoys
home ownership in a great town. • Sean
Kassen ’02 and Sara Brockdorf Kassen ’01
report that “Sean is finally a doctor! (Not
that kind of doctor.)” He earned his Ph.D. in
biology from the University of Notre Dame
in May. Woo hoo! He also works at ND.
Last summer he starting working as a writer/editor for Stewardship Programs (donor
relations). • Lisa McGee ’02 graduated from
medical school in June 2008, and returned
to Michigan for her intern year at Oakwood
Hospital in Dearborn. She will leave for
Florida next year to complete her residency
training in radiation oncology. “I miss all my

Alma friends! Go Scots!” • Andrew Pomerville ’02 and Rachell Monville ’01 announce
the June 11 birth of a son, Bryce David.
He joins big sister Denali, 2. They live in
Bellaire, where Andrew is pastor of Church
in the Hills. • Melissa Wolf ’02 and Joel
McDonald ’02 announce the arrival of their
daughter, Lucy Wolf McDonald, on July 20,
2008. They live in Albuquerque, NM. Joel
completed his Ph.D. in applied physics at the
University of Michigan in 2007 and is now
a post-doctoral research scientist at Sandia
National Labs.

2003

Dawna Anderson ’03 married
Michael Steelman on Aug. 23, 2008. Scots
in attendance included Kristy LaPine ’03,
Carrie Barrett ’04, Lark Haunert Cederlind
’03, Kelli Bissett ’05, Darby Cornelius Prater
’03, Julie Plasencia ’03, Theresa Thompson
’03, Joe Whitman ’05 and Roberta Squires
’03. • Gabriel Purrenhage ’03 and Andrea
Ballinger Purrenhage ’03 live in Mt. Pleasant
and work for Central Michigan University.
In May 2007 they welcomed their first son,
Mason William.

2004

Marilee E. Brooks ’04 recently
started a Ph.D. program at Central Michigan University. • Jamie Sutherland Haddon

Do you know the next great Scot?
We’ve all met that great high school student who we immediately
think would be a great addition to Alma College. Maybe it’s your
neighbor, someone you go to church with, your best friend’s cousin or
your nephew!
We also are looking for all your legacy students. Prospective students
who are the child, grandchild, or sibling of an Alma College alumnus
are eligible for our Legacy Scholarship. Be sure to let us know about
them by completing the form at <https://secure.alma.edu/people/
alumni/refer>. By completing our online referral form, you will notify
the Admissions Office of the prospective student and your connection
to them. The student will receive information about Alma College and
get on our mailing list. Once they have completed their junior year
of high school, they will also receive an application and you will be
the sponsor of their $25 application fee (no cost to you)! Additionally,
we will keep you updated on the student’s progress through the
admissions process as well as what’s happening in the Admissions
Office and on campus.
If you would like materials about Alma College to place in your
home, office, classroom, church, favorite coffee house or to give to
that next great Scot, just contact Laurie DeYoung at deyoung@alma.
edu or 1-800-321-ALMA.
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’04 recently received a master’s degree in
social work from Wayne State University.
• Ian MacDonald ’04 and Lindsey Dalton
MacDonald ’04 report that Lindsey received
her master’s degree in public affairs from Indiana University and is now the donor coordinator of Alternatives for Girls in Detroit.
Ian is vice president and general manager
of CenturyNovelty.com. • Lynsay Masters
’04 is dancing in the Mickey’s Once Upon a
Christmastime Parade at the Walt Disney
World Resort in Orlando, FL. Lynsay was a
member of the Alma College Dance Company from 2000-04. • Colin T. McLaughlin
’04 graduated from Case Western Reserve
University School of Law in May 2007. He
worked one year as a briefing attorney in
the Texas Criminal Court of Appeals. He
is now an assistant DA for Harris County
in Houston. • Timothy Slade ’04 and Anna
Slade ’04 announce the Nov. 21, 2007, birth
of Caedmon James. • Wendy Wohlfeill ’04
has been living in Beijing, China for the last
year. She is an English specialist at Etonkids
bi-lingual Montessori school.

2005

Nicole Graham Morris ’05 and
Johnathon Morris ’06 married at Alma
College on June 14, 2008. • Dan Rito ’05
and Liz Reeves Rito ’05 announce the Sept.
12 birth of a girl, Emma Catherine Rito,
born at 8:30 p.m. weighing 9 lbs., 4 1/2 ozs.
with a length of 19 1/2 inches. The Ritos
live in Lee’s Summit, MO, where Dan is a
fourth-year medical student, and Liz teaches
English at Lone Jack High School. • Nicole
Fisette Schreiber ’05 and her husband Lee
announce the May 18, 2008 birth of their first
child, Calvin Lee.

2006

Micaela Church ’06 recently
moved to Tempe, AZ. She is enrolled at
Arizona State University to receive her
MFA in dance. She would like to extend
gratitude to Carol Fike for all of her help.
• James Hunsanger ’06 is a staff accountant
with Andrews Hooper & Pavlik PLC in the
company’s greater Lansing office.

2007

Cori Drenth ’07 married Ryan
Curtis Aug. 16, 2008, in their hometown
Lowell. Fellow Scots Jenny Cornacchione
’07 and Kirsten Leestma ’08 were part of
the bridal party. The couple now resides
in Middleville. • Daniel Merian ’07 will
graduate in December 2008 from Central
Michigan University with a master’s degree
in economics to complement his dual degree
in mathematics and economics from Alma.

Louis Ray Miner, Professor Emeritus of English, 1955-1983

Joe A. Sutfin, Professor Emeritus of English 1970-1991

In memoriam
Wesley C. Dykstra
Professor Emeritus of Philosophy

well because of his innate decency, not because
he wanted to conform to social norms.”

Colleagues and former students remember Wesley C. Dykstra as a gentleman of
noble character who possessed a keen mind,
evaluated ideas objectively and fairly, and
enjoyed making art through woodworking.

Dykstra also enjoyed woodworking, says
colleague William Palmer, Charles A. Dana
Professor of English.

Dykstra, professor emeritus of philosophy
1958-1988, died Dec. 15, 2008. In his 30 years
as a faculty member at Alma College, he
taught more than 4,400 students in philosophy
courses ranging from “Critical Thinking” to
“Ideas and Men” to “Ethics in Business.”
“I inherited from Wes a solid, well-structured philosophy program,” says Nicholas
Dixon, who holds the Elma C. and Wesley
C. Dykstra Professorship at Alma College
and who was hired to succeed Dykstra
when he retired in 1988.
“He was ahead of the game in designing
several applied ethics courses, which are
now the mainstays for most philosophy
departments,” says Dixon.
In retirement, Dykstra was a regular in the
faculty dining room for lunch in Hamilton
Commons, enjoying daily conversation with
faculty members.
“We all enjoyed Wes’s razor sharp intellect
and his broad ranging knowledge of current
affairs and the arts,” says Dixon. “Above all,
we liked his mischievous sense of humor.
“My abiding memory of Wes will be of his immense nobility,” says Dixon. “He was an oldfashioned gentleman who treated other people

“Wes Dykstra had a profound ability to
think analytically and to make beautiful
art,” says Palmer. “He embodied the liberal
arts at Alma College for many years.”
Louis Ray Miner
Professor Emeritus of English
Louis Ray Miner, professor emeritus of
English 1955-1983, died Dec. 12, 2008 at age
90 following a brief illness.
Born and raised in Louisville, KY, Miner
served as a First Sergeant with the Army
Air Corps in Italy and Algiers during
World War II. Following graduate school
at the University of Chicago, he became a
humanities professor, teaching English and
art history at Alma College for 28 years. He
also directed plays and spent two sabbatical
leaves in Europe studying fine art.
“Ray Miner was a kind, sweet man,” recalls
former colleague William Palmer. “He
loved literature and art. He liked to show a
painting to students and ask, ‘But is it art?’
When I started teaching at Alma, Ray was
someone with whom I felt immediately
comfortable. He would ask me, “How are
you?” Then he would ask me, “I mean, how
are you really?

Wesley C. Dykstra, Professor Emeritus of Philosophy 1958-1988

wrote short, humorous poems. Ray had an
ability to see the bright side, and his smile
showed this. I was so drawn to Ray’s spirit
that when he retired, I asked for his office,
SAC 340. I’ve occupied his office since, and
I still feel his positive presence there.”
Miner also was a lifelong member of the First
Presbyterian Church, serving as deacon and
elder and singing in the choir. He was preceded in death in 2002 by Betty, his wife of
60 years. He is survived by his daughter and
son-in-law, Ann and Kerry Thomas; granddaughter, Jocelyn Wolfe; grandson, Ryan
Thomas; and six nieces and nephews.
Joe A. Sutfin
Professor Emeritus of English
Joe A. Sutfin, professor emeritus of English
1970-1991, died Aug. 24, 2008, at his residence in Clarksville, Tenn., at age 79.
A former Marine, Sutfin was chair of the
English department. He loved teaching
British literature, especially Milton, says
former colleague William Palmer.
“He also taught Advanced Rhetoric in
which he emphasized the importance of
style,” says Palmer. “Although Joe liked to
talk, he was a gifted mime who did wonderful performances at Alma.”
Among his survivors are his wife, Margaret
Sutfin; three daughters, including Jane Sutfin
Falkner ’74 and Judith Sutfin ’79; seven
grandchildren; and two great-grandchildren.

“When I started a poetry group with senior
citizens in town, Ray joined us and often

great scots
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Mrs. Sheila Huxley Littleton Potter ’32, formerly of Ithaca, died Aug. 14, 2008, in Alma at
age 96. She met her husband, Dr. Howard A.
Potter Jr. ’32, while attending Alma, and they
were married in 1934, living in Cambridge,
Mass., and Swarthmore, PA, before settling in
Ithaca in 1941. Her husband became faculty
emeritus of chemistry at Alma, 1945-73.
Mrs. Potter was a member of the Ithaca First
Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Women’s
Guild, Gratiot Historical Society, The Writers
Group and other community organizations.
She served as a Red Cross volunteer for 25
years doing letter-writing for residents of the
Masonic Home. She pursued creative writing
as a lifelong interest. In 1970 she began her
career as a local poet and resumed studies at
Alma College, including a study abroad tour.
Her poetry was published in several periodicals, and she was honored in the 1975 “Who’s
Who in Poetry in American Colleges and
Universities.” In 1980 Mrs. Potter published
a collection of her own poems titled “Changing Winds.” She enjoyed world travel and
time spent with Alma College retirees, Alma
Symphony Orchestra concerts, and days at the
family cottage at Higgins Lake. She is survived by a son and three daughters, including
Margaret Potter Moomey ’65. She was predeceased by her husband in 1986. Memorials
were designated for the Sheila Huxley Potter
and Howard A. Potter Jr. Endowed Scholarship at Alma College.
Mr. Chester C. Currie ’39, formerly of Manistique, died Sept. 7, 2008, at his residence in
Midland at age 91. Mr. Currie began working
for the Dow Chemical Company in 1941 in the
Ethocel Division; later he was transferred to
a Dow group doing basic research in silicone
chemistry. In 1943 this group was reorganized
and incorporated as Dow Corning Corporation where he was appointed manager of the
Fluids section, Product Engineering Laboratories, and later was appointed manager
of the New Products Department regarding
marketing, development and production of
new materials. Several patents were granted to
him, and he also cooperated in the preparation
of many technical papers. In 1973 he became
a senior management consultant, and in 1982
he retired as Director of Manufacturing after
45 years of service to Dow and Dow Corning.
He was a member of Memorial Presbyterian
Church, Midland Rotary and Country Club;
he wintered in Florida for many years. Among
his survivors are his wife, Rhea Wark Currie
’38, and his two sons.
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Mr. Donald R. Converse ’47, formerly of
Alma, died Nov. 26, 2008, in Fort Wayne,
Ind., at age 85. Mr. Converse was a WWII
veteran, serving with the 695th Armored Field
Artillery Battalion in five major campaigns
in Europe. He attended the Art Institute of
Pittsburgh and then received his M.A. degree
in 1954 from Michigan State University. He
held many positions in the field of art and received several recognitions over the years. He
enjoyed teaching middle school art and taught
in the Fort Wayne Community Schools for 25
years. Before moving his family to Fort Wayne
in 1964, he taught art in the Michigan school
systems starting in the early 1950s. He actively
collected stamps and designed numerous first
day covers including the 1980 Fort Wayne Post
Office dedication. Mr. Converse was a member
of the Grace Presbyterian Church and the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows in Fort
Wayne. Among his survivors are his wife of 59
years, Gwendolyn; three sons; a daughter; five
grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; and
sister, Eunice Converse Kaslander ’37.
Mr. Fred R. Graham ’50 died July 31, 2008, in
Saginaw at age 91. He was a retired owner of
Graham Sales and Engineering in Saginaw.
Mr. Graham loved to travel, visiting most of
the 50 states, including Alaska twice by RV; he
also enjoyed his summer home near Elk Rapids. Among his survivors are his son Raymond
Graham ’61, grandson Brett Graham ’94, and
granddaughter Megan Graham Zell ’97. He
was predeceased by his wife of 63 years, Helen
Graham, in 2001.
Mr. Donald V. Saunders ’50, formerly of
Highland Park and Cypress, California, died
Oct. 13, 2008, in Banning, Calif. Mr. Saunders
was a WWII Naval veteran. While living
in Cypress, he managed insurance offices
throughout Orange and Los Angeles Counties,
retiring after 45 years. He and his wife of 61
years, Chloe, then moved to Sun Lakes Country Club in Banning. Among his survivors are
his wife, a daughter, a son, nine grandchildren
and seven great-grandchildren. He was predeceased by a son.
Mr. Robert F. “Bob” Jackson ’51 died in Portland, Oreg., on Oct. 21, 2008, due to complications from alzheimers. He was 81 years old.
Mr. Jackson served in the U.S. Navy at the end
of WWII. At Alma, he majored in biology,
graduating with a B.S. degree. He played
drums in the Kiltie Band, French horn with
the orchestra and ran cross country. He was
president of Delta Gamma Tau his senior year.
After college, he worked as a real estate appraiser in the greater Detroit area, in St. Louis,
Mo.; and in Portland, Oreg. While living in
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Pontiac, Mich., he was a county commissioner
for Pontiac, city commissioner and mayor. He
was mayor during the turbulent time of cross
city busing, as well as being active in bringing
the Detroit Lions to the Pontiac Silverdome.
Mr. Jackson is survived by his wife, Julia Phillips Jackson ’52, five sons and seven grandchildren. He was predeceased by a son in 1985.
Rev. Ronald L. McDuffie ’52, formerly of
Portland, Maine, died Aug. 17, 2008, in Three
Lakes, Wis., at age 81. He served during
WWII in the Civil Air Patrol, Air Force and
the Navy. He attended Princeton Seminary in
New Jersey and then transferred to McCormick Theological Seminary in Chicago where
he completed his studies. Rev. McDuffie spent
50 years in the Christian ministry serving
as pastor in churches in Michigan, Illinois,
Wisconsin and Minnesota. After retirement in
2002, he was involved in charitable organizations, exchange student programs, genealogy
research, traveling and enjoying times with
his family at his cabin on Alma Lake in St.
Germain, Wis. He is survived by his wife
of 55 years, June McDuffie, along with a
daughter, three sons, a foster daughter and 11
grandchildren.
Mr. Michael A. Portlance ’52, formerly
of Detroit, died Aug. 14, 2008, in Clinton
Township. He served in the Army during the
Korean War and earned his master’s degree at
Eastern Michigan University. He retired in the
late 1980s from Lakeview Public Schools, St.
Clair Shores, where he had taught high school
history and government courses for more than
33 years. He was affiliated with the Detroit
Economic Club and kept an interest in current
events by reading the Wall Street Journal. Mr.
Portlance was an avid train enthusiast and was
a member of the Michigan Transit Museum.
Among his survivors are his wife of 40 years,
Jerrilyn Seyler Portlance, a son and a daughter.
Dr. M. Jean Tweedie ’52, formerly of Ashley,
died Aug. 8, 2008, in Ann Arbor at age 77. Dr.
Tweedie was a retired educator and clinician.
She taught physical education in the Rochester
schools for seven years, earned her master’s
degree and Ph.D in psychology. She was employed at the University of Michigan Psychiatry and Psychology Department as an educator
and clinician for eight years, and in 1972
joined the staff of the Department of Veteran
Affairs Medical Center in Ann Arbor, staying
there for 30 years. She was also very active in
sports and enjoyed following the games of the
University of Michigan athletic teams.
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Mr. John Douglas “Doug” Gillesby ’53 died
Aug. 17, 2008, in Stevens Point, Wis., at age
76. He was associate professor emeritus of
learning resources and served as a reference
librarian at the University of Wisconsin in
Stevens Point from 1958 until his retirement in
1992. He also taught and was one of the developers of the instructional resources curriculum. Active in theater activities on campus, he
appeared on stage in numerous productions.
Mr. Robert B. “Bob” Naru ’53 of Alma and formerly of Edmore, died Oct. 21, 2008, in Benson,
Ariz., at age 77. Mr. Naru was an extraordinary
teacher, coach, athlete, craftsman, entrepreneur,
husband, father, grandfather and friend who
could always be counted on. He touched many
lives in more than 50 years serving the greater
Edmore community. He was a veteran of the
U.S. Army, a teacher and coach at Edmore
High School, and then ran a thriving local business, Edmore Tool & Grinding. He attended
Alma on a full scholarship and excelled in football and baseball, earning MIAA honors seven
times. In recognition of his outstanding athletic
achievements, he was inducted into the Athletic
Hall of Fame in 1971. Mr. Naru also was active
in many local service organizations. Among his
survivors are a daughter and two sons, including James Leo Naru ’88. He was predeceased
by his wife, an infant daughter and a brother.
Memorials are designated to the Alma College
Athletic Program.
Mrs. Jean MacKellar Richert ’55 of New Boston died Oct. 23, 2008. She was a public school
teacher and was elected to the New Boston
Huron School District Board of Education
where she served as president for more than
10 years. A published writer, artist, former
fashion model and entrepreneur, she resided
in New Boston for 50 years. Mrs. Richert was
the founder of, and retired from, Special Tree
Rehabilitation System. Also, as a leader in
the field and advocate for survivors of brain
injuries, she founded the Michigan Brain
Injury Provider Council. Among her survivors are her husband, Dr. Joseph J. Richert
’55; four sons, including Joseph C. Richert
’78; two daughters, 11 grandchildren, one
great-grandchild and a sister-in-law, Gloria
Anderson Richert ’50. She was predeceased by
a daughter and brother.
Mrs. Janet McLeod Michel ’56, formerly of
Fraser and Gladwin, and Blairs, Va., died Nov.
10, 2008, in Fenton at age 74. Mrs. Michel was
a music educator all of her life, beginning in
the Mt. Clemens Schools and continuing as
minister of music, organist and choir director in
Presbyterian churches in Fraser and Gladwin,

Mich., and in Danville, Va. She also gave private piano lessons for many years. She was involved in community organizations, the Fenton
Presbyterian Church, gardening, literature and
art. Among her survivors are two daughters;
five grandchildren; three sisters, including Margaret McLeod Ebert ’59 and Karen McLeod
Cox ’65; nieces, Lynette McLeod Sheldon ’74,
Christine Ebert Kilbridge ’96; nephews, John
C. Foster ’67, John-Malcolm Cox ’04, and Allan
M. McLeod ’71; a sister-in-law, Maxine Miller
McLeod ’49; and brother-in-law, Joseph H.
Cox ’64. She was predeceased by four siblings,
including Allan M. McLeod Sr. ’54 and John A.
McLeod ’50. Memorials are designated for the
McLeod Family Endowed Scholarship Fund at
Alma College.
Mr. William J. Beauchamp ’60 of Clarkson
and Peoria, Ariz., died Oct. 24, 2008, at age 70.
He was a teacher for many years at Eastover
Elementary School in Bloomfield Hills where
he was active as a Boy Scout Leader. Mr.
Beauchamp provided for Alma College in his
estate.
Mr. Robert G. Sievewright ’60 of Orchard
Lake died Jan. 29, 2008, in West Bloomfield at
age 73. Mr. Sievewright was a veteran of the
U.S. Armed Forces, a former banking executive with Comerica, and was founder and
owner of Sievewright & Co. Financial Planners. Among his survivors are his wife of 46
years, Lynda K. Pendley Sievewright ’62; three
children, including Robert G. Sievewright II
’84; and five grandchildren.
Mr. Gerald M. Flynn ’61 of Vanderbilt died Jan.
16, 2008, in Petoskey at age 68. He was a teacher
whose career in education spanned several generations. He was at Vanderbilt Schools for 30
years where he was a teacher, coach and athletic
director. In 1981 he was instrumental in establishing the Close Up Foundation at Vanderbilt
with a goal to send children to Washington,
D.C. He is survived by his wife, three children
and seven grandchildren, including grandson,
Sean Webber ’11.
Mr. Ronald G. Harding ’61, formerly of
Kalamazoo, died March 4, 2008, in Portage.
He was a retiree of the Kalamazoo Fire
Department and was the longtime owner and
operator of Ron’s Carriage Cottage Antiques
in Schoolcraft. He was involved in many community organizations and spent 16 years on
the City of Portage Zoning Board of Appeals.
Among his survivors are his wife, two sons,
five stepchildren and 11 grandchildren.

tartan tidbits

Mrs. Twana M. Williams Harris ’63 of
Waynesboro, Va., died Oct. 11, 2008, in Fishersville, Va., at age 67. She attended school in
Madison Heights and was a National Merit
Scholar and Honor Society member. Mrs.
Harris was an active contributor in community and civic issues and served as a member
and chair of the Board for Youth Commission
of Waynesboro. She also was active in the Girl
Scouts, PTA and several charitable organizations. Among her survivors are her husband
of 48 years, Joe Neal Harris ’62, three children
and two grandchildren.
Mr. H. David Rowell ’64 of Saginaw died Sept.
23, 2008, in North Branch. Mr. Rowell was
a teacher at Arthur Hill School in Saginaw.
He was actively involved in his community,
including the Midland Symphony Orchestra,
and he also enjoyed spending time at the family
farm in North Branch. Among his survivors
is a cousin, Dr. Eugene Pattison ‘56, professor
emeritus of English at Alma College.
Ms. Linda Specht Blough ’69, formerly of
Wooster, Ohio, died July 24, 2008, in Fort
Worth, Tex., at age 60. She was a teacher
and homemaker.
Mr. Richard B. Cain ’70, formerly of Detroit
and Suttons Bay, died Aug. 30, 2008, at Munson Medical Center in Traverse City at age
60. He grew up in Detroit and was an active
member of Westminster Presbyterian Church,
its youth group and summer camp on Higgins
Lake. His activities with his church prepared
him for summer work with the State of Michigan as a Camp Licensing Consultant. He lived
his faith in caring for loved ones and responding to the needs of others, especially children.
He began a career in special education on the
childcare staff at Hawthorn Center (Northville) before earning a Master of Arts degree
in the College of Education from Eastern
Michigan University in 1977. Mr. Cain taught
at Northville Schools, followed by a continuation of his career in special education as a
teacher and consultant for the Traverse Bay
Area ISD from 1981 until his retirement in
August this year. He valued and was valued by
those in all positions within the school systems,
and was recognized as Teacher of the Year
by the Michigan Association of Teachers of
Emotionally Disturbed Children. Among his
survivors are his wife of over 30 years, Cheryl,
a daughter and a son.
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Mrs. Sandra Timmer-Gohlke ’72 died August
25, 2008, in Alpena at age 58. She was a
teacher in the Alpena Public Schools. Among
her survivors is her husband, a son, two stepdaughters and two brothers, including George
Timmer Jr. ’76.
Mr. Stephen C. Hudson ’76 of Greenville died
Nov. 4, 2008, in Carson City at the age of 54
after a 20-year battle with multiple sclerosis.
He was born in Alma, attended Alma High
School, and after graduation from Alma
College, he taught and coached at Birch Run
Schools and Oakfield Baptist Academy. Mr.
Hudson then became a tool and die maker
at Metal Fabricating-General Motors Grand
Rapids for 21 years. He also was a faithful
member of Ashley Baptist Church in Belding,
serving as a deacon and Sunday school teacher
for many years. Among his survivors are his
wife, Susan Burnett Hudson ’77, six children,
five grandchildren and his parents, including
Lillian E. Hudson ’57.
Mr. David R. Anthony ’79 of Rochester Hills
died Oct. 31, 2008, at age 51. Mr. Anthony
was formerly employed with Marsh Equipment Company and later with Kmart and
Sears. He is survived by a brother, sister,
niece and nephew.
Mr. Daniel R. Hinkle ’82 of Mt. Pleasant and
formerly of Mecosta, died Oct. 6, 2008, in
Alma at age 54. Among his survivors are two
daughters, three stepdaughters, two brothers
and several grandchildren.
Mr. Trevor D. Leser ’08 of Linwood died Aug.
17, 2008, in Brimley in the Upper Peninsula as
a result of a car-pedestrian accident at age 22.
He graduated summa cum laude from Western
High School in 2004 and cum laude from
Alma College in 2008 with a B.S. degree in
chemistry. His collegiate research earned him
the privilege to present in Calgary, Alberta,
at the 49th Conference of the Western Social
Science Association. He was employed at
PHNS (Provider Healthnet Services) and was
excited to be starting a new position with Dow
Pharm where he would be putting his degree
to work. He also worked at Bay Pointe Marine
seasonally for eight years. Trevor enjoyed the
outdoors, boating, riding motorcycles, skiing,
his RC car, playing his guitar and camping.
Among his survivors are his parents and two
sisters.
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Mrs. Eleanor Livingston Poe Barlow, friend
and generous supporter, formerly of Delray
Beach, Fla., died Aug. 3, 2008, at Penobscot
Bay Medical Center in Rockport, Maine at age
97. She was the widow of Dr. Joel Barlow ’29,
who died in 1997. Dr. Barlow (trustee 1958-64)
was a partner in the Washington law firm of
Covington & Burling and a former treasurer of
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. Mrs. Barlow
is a descendent of Edgar Allen Poe. She attended the Maryland Institute of Art, exhibited
her paintings in Baltimore and taught art at
the Greenwood School in Ruxton, Maryland.
During family summers on Cape Elizabeth,
Maine, she won prizes for her work on exhibition at Winslow Homer’s Studio on Prout’s
Neck. A needle-pointer of hundreds of fine
works, she won first prizes in national competitions at Woodlawn Plantation in Vermont. Mrs.
Barlow supported the Barlow Trophy Awards,
begun by Dr. Barlow in 1948 and annually
given to outstanding students and faculty. She is
survived by three daughters, five grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren.
Mrs. Klara Marchenko Chwastek, friend and
former swimming instructor at Alma College, died Sept. 5, 2008, in Midland at age 84.
Mrs. Chwastek was born in Russia, survived
Nazi labor camps, attended the University of
Harkov in the Ukraine for a physical education degree, and received her U.S. citizenship
and diploma in 1970. She resided in Alma for
46 years, serving in community organizations
including the Red Cross. Among her survivors
are two sons and a daughter; she was predeceased by her husband and a son.
Mr. William Huebner, friend and supporter,
died July 10, 2008, in Grand Rapids at age 90.
He was an industrial salesman, member of
Westminster Presbyterian Church, and was active in many community organizations. He was
predeceased by two wives. Among his many
survivors are stepchildren, Mary Lawrence
Jewell ’68 and Thomas Lawrence ’71; and stepgrandchildren, Meredith Lawrence Baker ’01
and Katherine Hamtak Michalski ’93.
Mr. Robert C. Mabbitt Sr., friend and generous supporter, died Sept. 2, 2008, at the age
of 84 in Dearborn. Mr. Mabbitt, a U.S. Naval
Academy graduate, served as a lt. commander
in the U.S. Navy for 20 years. He began a new
career and later retired from the Ford Motor
Company after 20 years as a civil engineer.
Among his survivors are his wife, Ann; son, R.
Curtis Mabbitt Jr. ’69; daughter-in-law, Caro
Spendlove Mabbitt ’70; grandson, Robert C.
Mabbitt III ’98; and granddaughter, Anne W.
Mabbitt ’02.
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Mr. Donald D. Robertson, friend and supporter, died Sept. 26, 2008, in Alma at age 79.
Mr. Robertson was employed for more than
30 years as an agent for Prudential Insurance
in Alma, and then he started a second career
as a real estate agent in Houghton Lake. He
graduated from Lansing Eastern High School
in 1948, served in the Marines from 1950-52,
and graduated from Michigan State University
in 1953. Among his survivors are his wife of 56
years, Julie; five children, including Donald H.
Robertson ’76; and 15 grandchildren who were
his pride and joy.
Mr. Howes Smith, former faculty 2000-01,
died Aug. 21, 2008, at his rural home in Ithaca
at age 68. Mr. Smith graduated from Ithaca
High School, Northern Michigan University
and then Western Michigan University where
he obtained his master’s degree in education. He taught and coached in Merrill and
Muskegon before returning to his hometown
of Ithaca in 1974 as junior high principal; in
1987 he became high school principal. After
retirement in 1996, he continued involvement
in education as a supervisor of student teachers
for both Alma College and Central Michigan
University. In addition to his wife, Maple
Smith, he is survived by his children, Dr.
Robert John Smith ’87, Nicole Howes Smith
Norris ’91, and Terre Maple Smith ’93, along
with several grandchildren.
Mrs. Violet Steele, friend and retired Alma College custodian from Elwell, died Nov. 20, 2008,
in Alma at age 93. Mrs. Steele served Alma College for 25 years. She enjoyed camping, cooking, crocheting, creating crafts and spending
time with her family. She was a cancer survivor
and an inspiration to her family. Mrs. Steele
is survived by two sons, 12 grandchildren,
20 great-grandchildren and two great-greatgrandchildren. She was predeceased by her
husband, Thomas, an infant daughter, parents,
four sisters, and two great-grandchildren.

Kelsey Merz ‘11
Hometown: Clarkston
Major: Education

Stephanie
VanSteenburg ‘09

Will Allen ‘09

Hometown: Davison
Major: Art and Design

Hometown: Unionville
Program of Emphasis:
Social Policy

Dan Krauss ‘11

Hometown: Midland
Major: Computer Science

Put a face with your gift!

We’re proud to introduce you to four of our 1,384 students on campus this year, each of whom benefit from your gifts to the alma fund.
Alma students are as bright, unique and energetic as ever. After benefiting from a personalized experience coupled with extraordinary
opportunities, they’ll join other Alma graduates with outstanding skills that will serve them in their professions and communities in a
changing and challenging world.
With 99% of our students relying on scholarships and financial aid, one of the best ways you can help is by contributing to the alma
fund. Alma College is blessed with loyal alumni, friends and parents who are committed to our liberal arts mission and give each year.
You can make your tax-deductible gift using one of three easy methods:
Call — 1-800-291-1312 • Click — www.alma.edu • Mail — enclosed post-paid envelope
Your support of the alma fund gives the many faces on campus this year another reason to smile — thank you!

Let Us Hear From You!
Alma Accents and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days. Please use this form to send your news about
promotions, honors, appointments, graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old Alma College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos.
If you would like former classmates to contact you, include your contact information. The content of Alumni News is the responsibility of the editor.
Name: ____________________________________________ Class Year: _________ Maiden Name: ____________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________ Telephone: _______________________
City: ____________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ E-mail: __________________________
Please include my: ___ Address

___ Phone

___E-mail

Alumni notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________		
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Return to: Alumni Relations Director, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599

Alumni notes can also be submitted online at <www.alma.edu/people/alumni/notes>
tartan tidbits
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Through a generous gift from alumni Doug ’77 and
Sabrina ’79 Gross, Alma students are enjoying a new ice
skating rink. The rink is located between the Chapel and
Tyler-Van Dusen. Students can even borrow ice skates!

