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A Campaign Gala to thank our major donors was held on campus in May
in conjunction with the spring Board of Trustees’ meeting. This festive event
provided an opportunity to report on the Campaign progress and to thank the
donors who have helped us reach this point. As of August 25, the Campaign
has achieved 89.3% of the $35.25 million goal.
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Alumni continue to be a vital part of Alma College
This issue of Accents celebrates our Alma
College alumni. As we work diligently to
enhance the quality of the Alma Experience for current students, our alumni
reflect the quality of an Alma education
in their workplaces and communities far
more effectively than any brochure or
Web site can begin to illustrate.

President Saundra Tracy

I have the privilege of meeting alumni
across the country and hearing the fascinating stories of how you have put your
Alma College education to use. You live
and work in virtually every state in the
nation and many foreign countries. Some
of you remember Alma College in the
1930s; others remember when I handed
you your diploma. Regardless of the decade you graduated or the field you chose,
there are several common themes I hear
from virtually each alumnus/a:
• Fond memories of a special faculty
member who was a mentor to you
— sometimes not even in your chosen field of study,
• Friendships with peers that have endured for decades, some rekindled
many years down the road,
• The relevancy of the liberal arts.
For many of you the most influential course(s) for your career
was only indirectly related to your
chosen field.
• A special place that evokes fond
and vivid memories, a place that
is as special today for our current
students as it was for you, regardless
of decade.
When our entering class of first-year
students arrived this fall, I told them that
they were becoming part of a community
for life — not just for four years — and I
cited the many ways our alumni continue
to be a vital part of Alma College. I think
they are a bit shocked since at age 18, they



only one alma.

primarily focus on the next four years.
But they quickly begin to understand that
their relationship to Alma College will
transcend the time they will study here.
We welcome them into this lifelong
relationship with a formal matriculation
convocation prior to their parents’ departure on move-in day. During this formal ceremony with faculty in academic
regalia, each new student signs the Book
of Gathering. That book is ceremoniously handed from the Admissions Office
to the Provost indicating their formal
enrollment in Alma College, and both
students and campus community each
repeat a short statement of our commitment to their new role among us. The
new students then recess to applause as
they march through the faculty gauntlet.
We tell them that we will do this twice in
their time at Alma — once to welcome
them as members of this community and
the second to send them out from the
campus as alumni. Thus their lifelong
journey with Alma College begins.
I hope you are able to experience Homecoming 2008 and meet some of these new
students who very quickly will become
the next generation of Alma College
alumni. Enjoy reuniting with classmates,
visiting with faculty and staff, and reminiscing in this special place. We hope you
also find improvements to our campus
grounds, facilities, and programs but the
same values, spirit, and community that
continue to make Alma College special.

HOMECOMING 2008

only one alma.



Distingiushed
Alumni Award

Greg Hatcher ’83

Greg Hatcher ’83 is the 2008 recipient of the Distinguished Alumni
Award, the highest honor presented
to alumni. The award recognizes
Alma graduates who have brought
distinction to the College through
their professions, have set strong
examples for others, and have served
their communities. He will receive
the award at Homecoming as his
class celebrates its 25-year reunion.
Hatcher, who was featured in
the Fall 2007 Accents, served as
student body president and lettered
in three varsity sports while a
student. Following graduation, he
worked seven years for Blue Cross
Blue Shield of Arkansas. Today, he
is CEO of The Hatcher Agency, the
largest health insurance agency in
Arkansas. He is a multiple winner
of the Golden Eagle award, which
recognizes the top insurance producers in the United States.
He also is an entrepreneur, chairing
and starting several organizations in
Arkansas, including the Little Rock
Marathon, the Arkansas Wrestling
Association, which included bringing wrestling to the state of Arkansas
and getting the sport sanctioned,
and starting the Mighty Bluebird
Sports Foundation, which provides
sports opportunities for kids in soccer, wrestling, baseball, football and
basketball.
Hatcher has been named the March
of Dimes Citizen of the Year, the
Rotarian of the Year, Sales and Marketing Executive of the Year, and
was recently inducted into the Alma
College Athletics Hall of Fame as
an individual along with five teams
on which he played. He also has
written two books, 55 Steps to Outrageous Service (1999) and Every
Game Is Won or Lost Between
the Ears: How to Think Like a
Champion (2006).



Thinking like a champion
Arkansas entrepreneur credits business success to leadership training at Alma

The Alma Experience: ‘An
unfair advantage’
by Greg Hatcher ’83
As the father of five children who are all involved in
sports, I have spent a lot of time looking at colleges
lately. Most of my kids are competitive enough to
be able to play Division I like my oldest daughter,
Kelsey, who will be a freshman at Oklahoma State
this year on a full ride basketball scholarship. The
reason she chose Oklahoma State is because the
coaches were very personal, and they were going to
let her participate in campus activities in addition to
playing sports.
When I look back at my experience at Alma and
compare it to friends who went to school just to study
or just to play sports, I realize I had a truly unfair advantage by being a part of the Alma College experience. Alma College prepared me socially, it prepared
me to compete, and it gave me leadership all at the
same time.
I gathered these experiences from being a member of
a fraternity where I learned to get along with others,
live with others, and work with other fraternities.
There is no question that being able to be social
and build relationships with people is one of the
keys, if not one of the most important ingredients,
to success. By playing soccer, wrestling and baseball
at Alma for four years, I competed in more athletic
events than almost any student in America because
most athletes just compete in one sport. I counted
up one time that I competed 50 out of 52 weekends
a year, and while that might burn-out some people,
for me it was pure joy.
The fact that I had to compete for four years yearround made it very natural and easy for me to compete in the workplace with people who weren’t used
to that type of dedication and commitment.

Competing in business has always come much easier to me than competing in
sports for this reason. Because Alma College was a small school and encouraged people to be involved in extracurricular activities — such as serving as the
president of the student body and leading other student organizations like the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes — I learned leadership skills that I could use in
business and in other community organizations later in life. Most college experiences for students are one dimensional, but Alma College allows a student to
participate in them all.
Probably most amazing of all are the relationships I had with the faculty. I truly
believe that there are very, very few institutions where you can go to build the
relationships I did with professors and coaches without even trying.
It was the professors and coaches who were the ones who took the steps to get
personal and help me in so many ways. I am indebted to individuals like Coach
Bruce Dickey, Coach Bill Klenk and English Professor and Fraternity Advisor
Doc Pattison, who had great influences on my life then and, more importantly,
still do today.
Coach Dickey kept in touch with me for more than 25 years during his Hall of
Fame coaching career at Alma College and Bullock Creek High School. He now
works at The Hatcher Agency and coaches out at Mighty Bluebird Field. Coach
Klenk continues to serve on the TKE Advisory Board and has made several visits to Arkansas to meet with me. Doc Pattison was the preacher for my wedding
and has continued to be a good friend for the past 25 years.
As Alma College professors have retired I have met new members of the Alma
College community, and they have picked up right where these three individuals left off. Coach Jim Cole has always been the first to want to sit down and talk
when I come back to the campus even though I never played football for him.
Carol Hyble, Dr. [Saundra] Tracy, Nick Piccolo and Grant Woodman have been
wonderful to work with as we worked to revitalize the Greek system.
All I can hope is that I can get at least one of my five kids to attend Alma College. I’ve told many friends for years that when you send your kid off to college,
you’re not exactly sure what you’re going to get unless you send them to Alma
College. When you send them to Alma College, you get a guarantee that your
kid is going to have a great experience that will carry through for a lifetime.
I’d like to say thanks to all Alma College faculty and the students with whom I
went to school for such a great experience.
One final note: I have told my wife and friends that I have never known anyone
who graduated from Alma College who didn’t turn out to be a good person and
a winner. From meeting the students today, this continues to be the case.

great scots



Hebert Service
Award

James McIntyre ’69



Supporting Alma: A privilege and an honor

James McIntyre ’69 has a passion for hunting and
the outdoors.
Last January he made his fourth trip to Argentina to
hunt doves, where the bird’s overpopulation has caused
serious problems for local farmers and ranchers.
“It’s interesting because some farmers try to poison the
doves, which in reality also means poisoning pigeons,
parrots and other birds,” he says. “You drive by a
grain field when the harvest is still standing, honk
your horn, and clouds of doves come out of the field.
Hunting helps keep things in check.”
He also has been to Alaska four times, where he has
hunted moose, caribou and the majestic Dall Ram. He
has hunted antelope in Africa, elk in Colorado and
wild turkeys in Michigan.
But hunting is only one of the joys of McIntyre’s life.
The successful businessman also has a passion for Alma
College and has continued a family legacy of supporting
the growth of the College and its physical campus.
McIntyre, known affectionately by his friends as
“Mac,” is the 2008 recipient of the George Hebert Service Award, which has been presented annually since
1961 to alumni for their loyalty and service to Alma
College and the Alumni Association. The award is
named in memory of the 1920 alumnus whose love of
Alma College and work on behalf of the institution
was an inspiration to alumni.
“The award was a complete surprise; I’m honored
and humbled,” says McIntyre. “It is something I never
aspired to or expected to receive. It seems there are so
many other people more worthy than me. I’m kind of
in awe of it.”
In addition to being a 1969 alumnus of Alma College, McIntyre is a member of the Board of Trustees
and serves as the family representative to the C.S. and
Marion F. McIntyre Foundation, named after his parents. His father, Charles, was a member of the Board
of Trustees from 1952 until his death in 1982, serving
as chair from 1975 to 1977. James has been a member
of the Board since 1983.

The McIntyre Foundation, headquartered in Detroit, has contributed to many
efforts at Alma College, including the College’s general endowment, The Charles
S. and Marion F. McIntyre Endowed Scholarship, the Alan J. Stone Center for
Recreation, the main lobby of the Remick Heritage Center, the McIntyre Center
for Exercise and Health Science, and the original construction and 2004 update of
McIntyre Mall, the scenic central courtyard between Alma’s academic buildings.
“Mac’s commitment to his alma mater is obvious,” says Carol Hyble, vice president for Advancement. He has taken his role as a legacy on the Board to heart
and has a deep loyalty to Alma. I can’t imagine what Alma College would look
like like without the commitment of the C.S. and Marion F. McIntyre Foundation and Charles and Mac.”
The Foundation’s most recent pledge is $250,000 toward the construction of the
new Hogan Center gymnasium/convocation center. To be built as an addition
to the existing Hogan Center, the facility will provide a new home court for the
varsity men’s and women’s basketball and women’s volleyball teams and also will
serve as the primary venue for commencement, convocations, major speakers,
concerts and other campus events.
“We wanted to help kick off the fundraising campaign for the Hogan Center,”
says McIntyre. “We believe in the Hogan project. The older gymnasium was built
when I was a student, and now there are twice the number of varsity sports teams.
The College needs more space to adequately serve its student-athletes.”
In recognition of the gift, the basketball court in the new facility will be named
the Charlie and Marion McIntyre Court. Construction of the new facility will
begin in spring 2009.
“I started as a student at Alma in 1965, met some great friends, professors and
administrators, and watched Old Main burn to the ground in my senior year,” he
says. “George Gazmararian is one of my favorites, also M.J.J. Smith, and others.
President Swanson said he was surprised that I graduated in four years without
summer school, and I was too!”
Following a stint in the Navy Reserve, McIntyre worked in the family business
until 1978. His father was head of the Monroe Automotive Equipment Company,
then the world’s largest maker of shock absorbers. Since then, Jim has worked as
an independent businessman, owning mini warehouses and storage facilities in
Monroe and Grand Blanc.
“Between my businesses, representing the foundation and time spent on the
Board of Trustees, I stay busy,” he says. “It has been a privilege and an honor to
serve on the Board for the past 25 years. To see young people grow as students and
then walk across the stage for their diploma makes all the time with the Board
worth every minute. Alma is a great place.”
— Mike Silverthorn
great scots



Young Alumni
Award

Matt vandenBerg ’02

Achieving a dream step-by-step

Matt vandenBerg ’02, the 2008 recipient of the
Alma College Young Alumni Award, has an
ambitious career goal: He wants to be a college
president.

“We are in the silent phase, but my vision is to put together a scholarship
fund and provide a residence for students coming to D.C. for internships,” he says. “There are more than 175 Alma graduates in the D.C.
area, and several of us are in the process of organizing the roundtable.”

His current position as campaign director for
Community Counseling Services, a fund-raising consulting and management firm in Baltimore, is part of a strategic step-by-step plan
that he hopes will give him the variety of skills
and experiences needed to someday achieve
his dream.

VandenBerg also has solicited classmates for the Smith Alumni Challenge, an Alma College fund-raising campaign designed to increase the
percentage of alumni giving.

“Before taking my current position, my next
steps were to go into development work and
then get a Ph.D.,” says vandenBerg. “I’m
doing the first of these goals now. It’s a neat
job in which I plan and direct multi-million
dollar capital campaigns for public and notprofit organizations. I also conduct feasibility
studies, advise organizations on development,
serve as chief spokesman for our company,
and develop all the marketing and public
relations materials.”

“When you graduate, you begin to understand how much Alma College
has meant,” he says. “I was always interested in becoming engaged with
the College.”
As a student at Alma, vandenBerg was not one to stay inactive. He
was a political science major, public affairs fellow, president of Student
Congress, member of the president’s advisory council, student representative on a Board of Trustees committee, president of his class, drum
major for the Kiltie Marching Band, trumpet player, Sigma Chi member, and member of Students Offering Service.
Following graduation, he was coordinator of international student
services at Centenary College in New Jersey. He then enrolled in Indiana University’s School of Public and Environmental Affairs, earning
his master’s degree in public affairs. Matt also spent time in Germany
working at the Max Planck Institute of Economics.

The job has sent him all over the country. He
directed 17 simultaneous parish campaigns
totaling $14 million for the Diocese in Mississippi. The campaign surpassed its goal, raising
$21 million. He also has directed campaigns
for the NAACP, the National Parks Conservation Association, a public high school in West
Virginia, and a private independent college
preparatory school in Baltimore.

He then accepted a job as policy advisor and spokesman for U.S. Rep.
Pete Hoekstra, who was chair of the House Intelligence Committee.
Matt advised the Representative on foreign policy, military affairs
and homeland security and prepared him for an appearance on NBC’s
“Meet the Press.”

In addition to his professional work, he has
remained active with his alma mater and the
Washington, D.C., alumni chapter. He helped
organize an Alma College Choir performance
at the National Cathedral in Washington,
D.C., and recently hosted an alumni event.
He’s also trying to establish a Washington,
D.C., roundtable, modeled after the successful
Detroit Roundtable.

Recipients of the Young Alumni Award are recognized for their faithful service to Alma College and their communities. They must have
graduated from Alma fewer than 10 years ago.

“Everywhere I’ve gone since graduating from Alma, there have been lots
of Alma people to remind me how great the Alma Experience was,” says
vandenBerg. “Alma was a transforming time in my life; it gave me direction. I’m very grateful for all the opportunities Alma gave me.”

— Mike Silverthorn

great scots
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Smith
Distinguished
Service Award
Doug ’77 and
Sabrina ’79 Gross
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Life after Alma: A focus on service

Whether it’s funding a scholarship, donating
an ice rink or hosting alumni events, Doug
’77 and Sabrina ’79 Gross continue to actively
serve their alma mater more than 30 years
after graduating.
“I feel pretty lucky to have attended Alma,”
says Sabrina. “I was a first generation student
in our family, and attending Alma created huge
opportunities for me academically, socially and
professionally. It opened a lot of doors.
“I am one of six children, and three of my
siblings also attended Alma. All four of us
married people from Alma College. So that in
itself is a constant reminder of the impact Alma
College has had on our lives,” she says.
Doug and Sabrina are the 2008 recipients of the
Smith Distinguished Service Award. Named
in honor of Art ’38 and Carra Jones ’42 Smith,
the award is given annually to a graduate who
has demonstrated an on-going commitment of
service to Alma College.
“Doug and Sabrina have been loyal supporters
of Alma College for many years,” says Alumni
Director Brent Neubecker. “They have hosted
events and participated in many activities the
College has sponsored. We always appreciate
their willingness to be involved and active.”
Their service spans multiple dimensions.
The parents of three daughters who have attended or are attending Saline Public Schools,
Doug and Sabrina noticed that not many
students from Saline were choosing to attend
Alma College. So they did something about it.
They joined with Sabrina’s sister and brotherin-law, Elizabeth and Frank Parkinson, also
Alma College alumni, and created a $4,000
scholarship for a Saline student to attend Alma
College in his or her freshman year.

“This year there were three applicants for the scholarship, and all three
will be attending Alma,” says Sabrina. “The Alma Scots Honors Scholarship is the largest scholarship offered to an individual graduating
senior in Saline, and it has made Alma more visible. The scholarship
information was included in the literature sent home with the students,
and the principal mentioned it in his commencement address.”
The Gross family also loves to ice skate. They have passed along their
passion for skating by donating a 90-foot-by-50-foot outdoor ice rink
and skating equipment to the College. Located north of the Stone
Recreation Center, the rink is situated on a plastic liner surrounded by a
two-foot-high wooden fence. Students can check out skates and hockey
equipment at the front desk of the Recreation Center. The rink is open
around the clock as long as the temperature remains below freezing.
“I thought it would be great for Alma College to have an ice rink for
students to help them enjoy the winter in Alma,” says Doug.
Last spring the Gross and Parkinson families hosted a donor event at the
Parkinson home in Saline. The event was well received, with Alma President Saundra Tracy speaking and others from the College in attendance.
Doug and Sabrina first met on Alma’s campus as student workers for
Saga. Now, Doug is a financial advisor for Raymond James Financial
Services, while Sabrina is an independent computer consultant. They
have three daughters: Natalie, 20; Audrey, 18; and Lilly, 11.
They enjoy attending Homecoming and staying in contact with friends
and faculty members. They also have financially supported the College
library and have provided for the College in their estate plan.
Active in their community, Doug is involved with Rotary in Ann
Arbor, and they both co-chair the Washtenaw County United Way Endowment Campaign. In addition, Sabrina served three years as president of the local school’s Crew Team Board.
“We were surprised and honored to be recognized with the Smith
Distinguished Service Award,” says Sabrina. “I’m sure there are many
other alumni who have done more amazing things than us.”
“We have been very fortunate,” says Doug. “Our education at Alma
was a key factor to our success and prepared us for life after Alma.”
— Mike Silverthorn

great scots
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Emeritus faculty feature: George Gazmararian

Grand marshal
George Gazmararian returns to Alma to lead the parade

If you studied business at Alma College
from the mid-1960s to the mid-1990s,
chances are you have some strong personal memories associated with former
Professor George Gazmararian.
Gazmararian, the Charles A. Dana
Professor Emeritus of Business Administration, taught at Alma from 1966
until 1996. In recognition of his impact
on hundreds of students, he is this year’s
homecoming parade grand marshal.
“Having Gaz as grand marshal will
assure that alumni will return to campus just to see him,” says Carol Hyble,
vice president for advancement. “He
is respected and loved by many, many
alumni.”

Alumni like Gary Fenchuk ’68 and Ron
Sexton ’68 credit “Gaz,” as he is known
by many of his former students, for their
career success and advancement.
“While he gave us superior education,
he also took a personal, one-on-one interest in us,” says Fenchuk. “His efforts
on my behalf opened untold opportunities for me. We’ve been lifelong friends,
and I visit him every time I come back
to Alma.”
“I have many fond memories of Alma
College, and I am particularly indebted
to George Gazmararian,” says Sexton.
“The support and encouragement I
have received from George over the
years is what makes the Alma experience truly unique.”

Reasons to attend

Homecoming
“To reconnect with friends/faculty and reminisce about my time at Alma.”

— Mary Lou Ecken ’95
“The goose bumps I get when we stand for
the playing of the Alma Mater.”

— David Devine ’90

Born in Jerusalem to Armenian parents,
Gazmararian came to the United States
in 1951 and attended Warren Wilson
College in Ashton, N.C., and later
earned an MBA from the University of
Detroit. With interests in international
trade and finance, Gazmararian never
intended on a career in teaching, but
nonetheless was persuaded to apply for
an opening at Alma College.
“It was a fascinating 31 years,” he says.
“My interests were in investment and
finance, but international education
topped them all.
Gazmararian was a strong advocate
of students having opportunities for
global experiences. During his tenure at
Alma, Gazmararian served as director
of the international business program
he helped establish in 1981. He taught
nine spring term international business
courses, two years in Paris and seven
years in Brussels. Eight times Alma
seniors elected him the outstanding professor in the social sciences division.
Following his retirement, the George
Gazmararian Endowed Global Experience Program was established to provide opportunities for business majors
and minors to experience foreign study.
The endowed fund was made possible
by donations in Gazmararian’s honor
from more than 1,000 alumni following his retirement in 1996. The funds
were converted to the global experience
program in 2004.
— Mike Silverthorn

14
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Alumni feature: Julie Pendell ‘87

Wishes that come true
Julie Pendell ’87 helps grant the desires of
children with life-threatening medical conditions
If you had one wish, what would it be?
For 7-year-old Darrien diagnosed with neurofibromatosis, it was to be a police officer.
For 12-year-old Nicolette diagnosed with a
brain tumor, it was to have a backyard pool
with a slide.
For 14-year-old Molly, an avid golfer diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma, it was to
meet LPGA star Annika Sorenstam.
For these and more than 160,000 other
children with life-threatening medical conditions, their wishes have come true through
the Make-A-Wish Foundation.
Julie Pendell ’87 sees these kinds of stories
every day in her role as director of corporate
development and event management for
Make-A-Wish Foundation in Chicago.
“I really believe in the mission and what the
Make-A-Wish Foundation is doing,” says
Pendell, the mother of twin boys Charlie and
Nolan born in July 2008. “We see the positive
impact of wishes coming true for children
and their families — wishes that set them up
for their future life. Those are wishes that
keep you coming back every day.
“Also, the people who work at Make-AWish are phenomenal — the staff, board
members and volunteers,” she says. “I’m
working with top-notch, bright people with
kind hearts.”
Pendell occasionally volunteers herself to
help fulfill a wish for a child. One such situation a few years ago was a 9-year-old girl
with a kidney disease who wanted to meet
Britney Spears.

a whole day. She met Britney backstage at a
concert and sat in the front row. That was a
fun one.”
Pendell joined Make-A-Wish in 1999 as
marketing and communications manager.
After 18 months she moved into development, where she pitches corporations and
boards for donations.
“Make-A-Wish is well-known, noncontroversial and universally appealing to
many corporations that are looking to get
involved in a charity,” she says. “It can be
very empowering and morale building for
employees to rally around something like
Make-A-Wish.”
At Alma College, Pendell majored in business administration and was involved in
Gamma Phi Beta, cheerleading and the
Orientation Committee and worked with
the wait staff at the president’s home.

“Probably the most important key to my
work is relationship building,” says Pendell. “I learned how to build relationships
through all the activities I was involved
in at Alma, because Alma fosters so much
involvement with faculty, trustees, students
and people outside your comfort zone. In my
job at Make-A-Wish, I have to be able to call
on a CEO and not be nervous.”
After graduation, she worked for Dow
Corning as an accountant and later in sales
while achieving an MBA from Notre Dame.
She also worked for a time in product management for a dental corporation. When the
opportunity came to work for a not-forprofit organization that had a “greater purpose,” she jumped at the chance.
“With Make-A-Wish, I felt I could apply my
skills to a more worthwhile goal,” she says.
— Mike Silverthorn

Reasons to attend

Homecoming

“Meet a close friend you haven’t seen in 40 years,
and within five minutes the years have vanished…”

— Don Fullenwider ’65

“This little girl was really bright and inquisitive for her age, and one of her goals was to
go to historical Williamsburg,” says Pendell.
“But she also was a Britney Spears fan and
really wanted to meet her. So we made
Britney Spears happen for this little girl for

great scots
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Alumni feature: Carolyn Schultz ‘84

A common bond
‘Homecoming warms my heart,’ says incoming
Alumni Board president

Homecoming is a special time for
Carolyn Schultz ’84, who has missed
only two Alma College homecomings
since 1973.
“Both my brother and sister were in
the band, so my parents and I made
the trek up to homecoming every year
to watch them perform,” says Schultz,
vice president of the Alumni Board
who will assume the presidency in
2009. She has served on the Alumni
Board since 2002.
“Homecoming always gets me excited,”
she says. “It warms my heart. It’s just a
good day. The leaves are turning. Campus is beautiful. You see a sense of that
common bond when you talk with 50-

year alumni and current students. That’s
what makes homecoming special.”
The best thing about serving on the
Alumni Board is getting to know
alumni from different eras, she says.
“I know people who graduated in the
1950s as well as young people who are
recent grads,” she says. “It makes a nice
perspective, to see how things have
changed but remain the same.”
Her goal as president of the Alumni
Board is to find ways to increase alumni participation with their alma mater.
“If I had a pipe dream, it is to have
all living alumni come back to every
homecoming,” she says with a laugh.

Reasons to attend

Homecoming

“Besides enjoying Pizza Sam’s... enjoying the football game
on a crisp and sunny fall day.”

— Carolyn Schultz ’84
“To make sure my alma mater still looks good and to catch
up on seeing my former faculty members. I also like to see
old friends.”

— Lisa Knowles ’94

Schultz, who majored in biology, chose
Alma because she received a scholarship through her Presbyterian church
in Grand Rapids.
“I was very active as a student in my
sorority,” says Schultz. “The experiences of running a sorority and organizing
events and fund raisers translated very
easily to my activities today of serving
on the alumni board. Alma gave me
the confidence to handle that.”
Her biology major prepared her for a
science-related career. She worked 15
years for Amway Corp. in the chemistry product-testing laboratory. In 2002
she was hired by Pfizer in Kalamazoo
and works as a senior quality operations professional. She oversees FDA
compliance audits for her company,
frequently traveling throughout the
country to Pfizer’s domestic suppliers.
“I continue to see the importance of
being able to express myself verbally
and in writing,” she says. “Alma taught
me how to interact with others on a
professional level.
“Alma offers a personal experience, the
personal nurturing, that one-on-one relationship with a professor, and opportunities to get involved in everything or
nothing,” she says. “Alma really challenges you to tap into something you
haven’t tried before. The greatest gift I
received was the lifelong friends. I still
stay on contact with 20 people I went to
school with.”
— Mike Silverthorn
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Alumni feature: Nicole Stachura ‘06

Rock on!
Healthcare communication professionals win New York City
‘battle of the bands’ benefit for children’s hospital
In her day job, Nicole Stachura ’06 is part
of a team at Corbett Worldwide Health
Communications in Chicago working with
clients on the development of promotional
campaigns.

“At the end of the night, we were thrilled
to learn that the judges had awarded us first
place,” says Stachura. “It’s also worth noting
that the event raised around $110,000 for the
children’s hospital.”

Stachura majored in communication at
Alma and became interested in healthcare
communication during her senior year. She
initially accepted a theatre performance
scholarship to attend Alma.

After hours she moonlights as a singer/tambourine player for her company’s rock band.

The band’s victory, in addition to winning
business from three major new clients,
was recognized as one of Corbett’s notable
achievements in 2007.

“I took Health Communication with Dr.
[Mike] Vickery as an elective, and I remember being fascinated with the breadth and
depth of the category,” she says. “I’ve always
been interested in biology and human physiology, but I never really stopped to consider
how my interest in science could align with
my passion for communication.

Stachura and her Corbett co-workers
formed the band, named Heavy Medical,
last year to compete in the first Pharmapalooza, a benefit for the Children’s Hospital at Montefiore in the Bronx.
The “battle of the bands,” open only to pharmaceutical agencies, took place Nov. 7, 2007
at B.B. King’s Blues Club & Grill in Times
Square in front of a sell-out crowd of 750
industry colleagues and supporters.
“The opportunity to be part of the group
was a fun way to support a great charity
while tackling a creative challenge that’s
very different from the usual creative projects we work with every day,” says Stachura.
Almost everyone in Heavy Medical had
played an instrument in a band before the
Pharmapalooza experience. The group’s set
included “When the Levee Breaks” by Led
Zeppelin, “Ballroom Blitz” by The Sweet,
and an upbeat rock version of “Somewhere
Over the Rainbow.”

At Corbett, Stachura is an account executive
who works with her clients, internal creative
teams and studio to develop and execute
professional advertising campaigns targeted
toward healthcare providers.
“Our ads appear in specialty healthcare
journals and Web sites, and we also develop
promotional materials that sales reps use
when detailing physicians on our clients’
products,” she says.
Over the summer Stachura’s team was
working on the launch of saxagliptin, a new
drug therapy for Type 2 Diabetes. The drug
is under joint development by Bristol-Myers
Squibb and AstraZeneca.

“I’m really fortunate to be working in an
industry that not only applies directly to my
major at Alma, but also allows me to use
some of the disciplines I studied at Alma,”
she says. “I’m constantly thinking in terms
of interpersonal and organizational communication as we develop various promotional
tools for our clients’ brands.”
— Mike Silverthorn

“Although I’ve been involved with plays
and musicals since I was in high school, I’m
not sure anything could have prepared me
for what it felt like to perform in front of
that many people,” she says. “We truly felt
like rock stars for a night.”
A panel of industry professionals judged the
competition, which included all New York
City bands except for Heavy Medical. The
emcee for the evening was Cubby Bryant,
co-host of Whoopi Goldberg’s syndicated
radio show, “Wake Up with Whoopi.”

Heavy Medical — comprising Jeff Holtorf (drums), Terry Barich (harmonica, vocals), Brian Catral (keyboards,
vocals), Jack Cunningham (bass, vocals), Joe Mason (theremin, vocals), Matt Pearl (guitar, vocals) Nicole Stachura
(percussion, vocals) and Kelly Christiansen (percussion, vocals) — rocked a sell-out crowd of 750 vociferous industry colleagues and supporters.
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Alumni feature: Anne Wright ‘82

Cultivating content at Crain
Anne Wright creates digital assets for major
publishing organization
From retail management to broadcasting and finally to publishing, Anne May
Wright’s sociology major provided a
strong base through a varied career path.
She was recently promoted to the newly
formed position of corporate director of
content at Crain Communications, Inc.,
an international publishing firm headquartered in Detroit.
“I was drawn more to the study of human behavior than my original choice of
coursework, business administration,”
says the 1982 graduate. “It has turned
out to be incredibly helpful throughout
my career.”
Crain Communications publishes more
than 30 trade publications worldwide, including Crain’s Detroit Business, Crain’s
Chicago Business, Automotive News and
Advertising Age.
Wright started with the company more
than 18 years ago, creating and developing the editorial data department for
Automotive News. She also developed
the Crain Information Center, an internal
corporate library.

“In order for a publishing firm to survive
in the digital age, they must make their
content available digitally,” she says. “In
addition, a digital environment will add
significant measurable efficiencies across
the various publishing disciplines.”
Immediately after graduation, Wright
started her career in retail management
for K-mart in Grand Rapids but decided
retail wasn’t for her. Her next career
move was as research director at WJBK,
the former CBS television affiliate in
Southfield, Mich.
“My sociology background was helpful,
because working in any environment,
but most specifically in media, involves
watching and reporting on people, their
actions and the results of their actions,”
she says. “The analytics in psychology
came into play while studying viewer
trends and viewing habits.”
Wright was drawn to Alma by the small
campus as well as family encouragement
to attend a small private school. Her aunt,
Rosemary Berger, is an Alma alumna and
her mother attended Kalamazoo College.

“My time at Alma helped direct the
As director of content, she is charged
course of my life,” she says. “The events of
with transitioning Crain’s published
content, both past and present, into digital assets.
“A digital archive will provide Crain the
technology to integrate text, graphic, photo and page archiving into one system,”
she says. “It will support content sharing
amongst Crain’s publications, allowing
writers and editors to go to one place to
find and manage all published content.”
Wright is most passionate about the opportunities for increased revenue through
third party e-commerce solutions.
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my life while at Alma were very difficult.
While away at school my mother was very
ill and died shortly after graduation.
“Living on campus at Alma offered me
many opportunities to make mistakes as
well as learn about my strengths,” she
says. “As a result, my life was set on a
positive course. I walked away with skills
and wisdom that I draw upon daily.”
While at Alma, she was involved in synchronized swimming and the Almanian.
She also worked as a student manager at
SAGA and in the costume department of
the Theatre Company.
Wright resides with her husband,
son and two stepsons in Ray Township, Mich. Recently she was honored
for 20 years of service with Macomb
County Community Assessment Referral and Education Department, where
she teaches parenting classes to parents
throughout Macomb County.
Over the years, she and her husband,
Kevin, have opened their home to several
foreign exchange students from Belgium,
Switzerland and Brazil.
— Amanda VanLente-Hatter

Reasons to attend

Homecoming

“Homecoming is a fun time to gather with friends and
see the changes on campus.”

— Virginia (Cloutier) Blandford ’02
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Alumni feature: Anne Murphy ‘98

Anchored in land conservancy
More than 4,000 acres preserved through
program developed by one-time Alma musician
Anne Murphy ‘98 decided at a young age
that she could never choose between her
passion for biology and her love for music.
“Growing up on 60 acres in northern
Michigan instilled a love of the land, while
my parents also helped me develop a keen
appreciation of music and encouraged me
to play the piano,” she says. “Both pursuits
keep me grounded and balanced.”
She pursued both interests as a student at
Alma. However, following graduation,
Murphy was confronted with a choice: accept
a full-ride offer from a music graduate program or a position with the Little Traverse
Conservancy in her hometown of Petoskey.
She chose land conservation.
Her time in Petoskey introduced her to
land conservation and geographic information systems (GIS), which captures, stores,
analyzes and maps spatially referenced data
including wetlands, streams and vegetation.
She earned her certification in GIS, moved
to Cleveland and took a position with the
Chagrin River Land Conservancy, which
spearheaded a merger with seven other
land conservancies in 2006 to become the
Western Reserve Land Conservancy, where
she serves as director of stewardship and
conservation resources.
“We believe in a three-part land protection
process: identify, protect and steward,” she
says. “The identification and subsequent
ranking of priority properties allows us to
proactively contact, cultivate and ultimately
work with landowners to protect land.”
That protection can take many forms. The
Conservancy purchases or accepts donations
of conservation easements — legal agreements specific to each property that preserve
conservation values and prevent unplanned
development. Private landowners can still
own the land, but a conservation easement

forever remains in place with each transfer
of the land.
It also works with public entities to create
passive parks for hiking, bird watching and
other low-impact activities. The Conservancy is able to structure a purchase and
subsequent transfer of the land with a conservation easement to park districts, cities,
and other public entities.

ritories and nesting habitats. Corridors and
large tracts of protected land also provide
the greatest potential for groundwater recharge, filtering of nutrients and pollutants,
and scenic beauty.”
The strategy serves as a model for similar
programs around the state and country,
and Murphy is frequently asked to speak at
conferences and trainings.

Through a conservation buyer program, the
Conservancy also purchases and sells conservation properties to private buyers who wish
to own a preserved property.

“Last year alone we preserved over 4,000
acres, a pace never before realized in Ohio
and a testament to the effectiveness of the
Anchor Strategy,” she says.

“The final step in our land protection process is to steward the lands we have preserved in perpetuity,” she says. “To date, we
have protected approximately 14,000 acres
of land on over 200 properties.”

At Alma, Murphy studied ecology and biology both in the lab and at the Vestaburg
Bog. At the same time she participated in
the jazz ensemble and Kiltie Band and
took piano lessons. Professor Will Nichols
encouraged her to double major — a rare
option at other colleges.

To help prioritize which areas need protection, Murphy has created a program called
the Anchor Strategy. It is supported through
a variety of grants, including $100,000 from
the Ohio Lake Erie Commission.
“The Anchor Strategy is a comprehensive
regional plan that incorporates the key
resources and priorities of numerous organizations to identify the top ranking 1,200
properties in the Western Reserve region of
northeastern Ohio,” she says.

“For me, there was only one option for
college, and that was Alma,” says Murphy.
“I knew from the moment I entered Alma
that I would pursue both fields and set
about taking on as many credits as I could
— and sometimes petitioning to take more
credits than the allowed limit — so that I
could graduate with two degrees in four
years time.

Identifying those properties allows the
Conservancy to determine which lands to
focus its attention on preserving. It’s dubbed
the “anchor” strategy because the system
uses GIS to find large areas of land, called
anchors, that are connected by already preserved tracts of land, called corridors.

“I had many wonderful experiences at
Alma that helped shape my career path,” she
says. “I was really fortunate to have Murray
Borrello as my advisor. He was a natural
fit for me and encouraged me to continue
pursuing both music and biology.”

“Creating large tracts of protected, relatively
undeveloped parcels has greater benefits
than isolated pockets of protected lands,”
Murphy says. “Corridors are not only important but also necessary for the movement
of wildlife and the establishment of ter-

— Amanda VanLente-Hatter
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Creating the ultimate model lizard
Students research animal behavior on Spring Term trip to Jamaica

entering its territory — Clark wanted to build a 3-D model
of a lizard.
Plaster casts of the animals were constructed and latex rubber molds of the lizards were produced. These rubber casts
were stretched over a metal frame that was operated by a
pair of small radio-controlled servomotors.
But he still needed a way to operate the head bobs and dewlap openings. Enter music technology called MIDI — short
for musical instrument digital interface. MIDI is the technology that allows computers, electronic instruments and
other devices to communicate with one another.
Clark first learned about MIDI technology after participating in a computer technology workshop taught by Alma
College Music Professor Ray Riley.
Riley demonstrated how MIDI technology could be used to
control musical instruments, and Clark discovered that the
same technology could be used to control servomotors that
operate animatronics and other special effects in Hollywood.
Can you see the lizard? Dave Clark shows off his model reptile.

When you hear Jamaica, what do you think? White sandy
beaches? Warm weather? Lizards?
Most people don’t necessarily associate lizards with Jamaica.
Nonetheless, biology Professor Dave Clark and 12 Alma
College students traveled more than 1,500 miles to study
lizards during the May 2008 spring term.

Clark and Riley worked together to program certain
combinations of head bobs and dewlap openings in Clark’s
lizard model.
“As scientists, we don’t operate in a vacuum, and this is a
wonderful example of the kind of collaboration and interdisciplinary sharing of ideas that can occur at a liberal arts
college like Alma,” he says.

Lizards communicate using a pattern of head bobs and
opening their dewlaps — a colored flap of flesh underneath
the chin that lizards can fan out and retract as needed.

Each lizard species has a “signature display,” which broadcasts territory to the other males in the area and is also used
for mating. There is also a “challenge display” used when
confronting other males. Males use these displays to indicate
their position in their territory, their status and their readiness to mate with a female. The dewlap or “throat fan” in
particular is used to attract females. The bigger and brighter
the dewlap, the better the male.

To study the patterns of these movements and decipher how
lizards react to certain situations — such as another lizard

Constructing the dewlaps was a challenge, because latex
versions soon wore thin and broke. Clark spent several

But they learned about more than biology. Clark and his
students learned about new uses for computer technology,
about robotics and how music technology can be used to
study the lizards’ territory habits.
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weeks trying to come up with the right design and shape.
Here again, music technology saved the day as Clark discovered that a modified guitar pick pushed and pulled by a
guitar string would do the trick quite nicely.
“I was sitting on the couch next to my daughter drawing pictures of dewlaps to attach to the robot,” he says. “When suddenly, the shape I came up with was that of a guitar pick. I
found an old pick in my guitar case, and it worked perfectly.”
The lizard Clark created isn’t species specific, so he programmed different displays using MIDI. He also created
different colored dewlaps to determine whether the displays
themselves or the colors of the dewlaps were more important
in communication.
Though Clark was worried about how the model would
work in the field, he said the group had great conditions
— there were plenty of lizards, and they had no problems
interacting with the model.
Though all six pairs of students studied the lizards, not all of
them worked with the model. One group of students studied
how the light in lizards’ habitat can affect dewlap color;
another looked at the lizards’ reactions to a 3-D video image
of another lizard.

Jeff Beck ’11 worked with Clark over the summer conducting further research on
live lizards.

thistle

Students also studied how lizards respond to snake predators, territory size and activity patterns of lizards and how
lizards change colors.
“In addition to learning more about biology, I learned how
to edit movies, cut graphs from a journal article to use as a
visual aid for a power point,” says senior Angelica Luttrell.
The group stayed at the Discovery Bay Marine Lab, which
is part of the University of the West Indies, for two weeks
conducting research.
“Few people at the undergraduate level have opportunities
such as this, and I saw it as a way to travel, learn and gain a
competitive edge for admission into graduate school,” says
junior Paul Converse.
Sophomore Jeff Beck went on the trip and helped Clark
research seven lizards brought back from Jamaica and 36
from Florida.
“I was interested in this trip because I am intrigued by
animal behavior,” Beck says. “But I learned an important
life lesson in the midst of conducting an experiment. After
seeing the living conditions in Jamaica, I have learned to
appreciate what I have here.”
— Amanda VanLente-Hatter

This lizard is one of nearly 40 lizards from Jamaica and Florida living in the
basement of the Dow Science Center.
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Experiencing the Gilmore Festival
Student pianist Alissa Coldwell ’11 describes her interaction
with some of the world’s top musicians
History. Excitement. Passion. Admiration. These are all words that describe the
Irving S. Gilmore International Keyboard Festival. A group of 11 Alma College students traveled with Dr. Raymond
Riley to Kalamazoo, Mich. and attended
concerts, films, galas and master classes
for 16 days.
All of us who experienced this Festival
were able to witness firsthand a level of musical expertise that
we will likely never see again. The Gilmore showcased artists
like Ingrid Fliter, an Argentine pianist who has performed all
over the world. It is amazing that Alma College students have
the opportunity to listen to someone who has performed from
Tokyo to Kalamazoo and Salzburg to St. Petersburg.
Another artist, Dick Hyman, is a jazz pianist who has recorded
more than 100 albums under his own name and worked as
composer/arranger/conductor/pianist for numerous Woody Allen films. Some students got to personally meet Hyman and get
some jazz pointers from him.
A third artist we had the opportunity to meet was Christopher
Taylor. Taylor has a connection with Alma College, in particular Dr. Riley, as Taylor’s first teaching position was at Alma
while Dr. Riley was on sabbatical.

interested him or her the most. It could be an artist, composer,
specific piece of music, etc. One of the films we watched was
about Norwegian composer Edvard Grieg and his Ballade in
G minor. I had never heard of this composer before, but after
watching this film, I was inspired to know more. I decided to
start my research and learn everything I could. It was really
encouraging to be able to pick what I want to learn about and
drive my own learning experience. As a result of my time at
the Gilmore Festival, I plan to play more of Grieg’s music as I
continue my piano career.
Each student chose a different aspect of the Festival to learn
more about. One student was impressed by the amount of jazz
music at the Gilmore and decided to learn about the history of
jazz. He wrote about the impact jazz had on Chicago, discussing some of the social influences, the musicians and the clubs.
Another student was more interested in acoustical design and
how the different venues of the Gilmore accounted for the
acoustics of the performances. In her final project, she explained the history of acoustics and how walls and ceilings can
be shaped to produce different sounds.
One distinctive aspect of the Gilmore Festival is the variety of
music offered. Granted, it is a keyboard festival, but the different genres of music represented were widespread. As each

The artist who was especially interesting for Alma students
this year was Adam Golka, one of the Gilmore’s Young Artists.
We heard Golka at our first concert at the Gilmore and for the
rest of our visit, there seemed to be a bond. We spoke to him on
many occasions and were able to learn a lot about his life and
career. This was Golka’s first trip to the Gilmore Festival, and
he was very excited about the new people he was able to meet.
Throughout the trip, we were continually surprised at the
connections that Alma had at the Gilmore. Golka was staying
with a host family (as many of the artists do), and his host was a
former member of the Board of Trustees at Alma.
Attending the Gilmore Festival as part of a Spring Term class
inspires students in various ways, such as allowing self-directed
learning. During the Festival, each student chose one thing that
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The male journey
Bill Palmer’s Spring Term class explored what it means
to be a good man
What is the course of the male journey? For 13 Alma students led by
English Professor William Palmer, it started with six books, 1,600 miles to
Ghost Ranch in New Mexico, and 10 days of service and discovery.
Palmer developed the Spring Term course with English Professor Robert
Vivian. The course used books such as Iron John, Death of a Salesman and
Tuesdays with Morrie as a basis for discussion about the male journey.
“Students explored topics such as the history of male initiation; the tradition of wise elders to affirm and guide young men; the importance of
nature for initiation; and the importance of humility, honesty, forgiveness,
compassion and gratitude,” Palmer says.
During the second week the class traveled to Ghost Ranch where they
continued their studies. They also learned about contemplation by paying
close attention to silence and nature. For a service project students built a
patio for the Casa del Sol retreat house.
The class had a mix of nine men and four women, an important combination, Palmer says, because “the male journey affects everyone.”

student on the trip is unique, there was
a kind of music for all of us; everything
from classical to jazz to modern. One
example of this was the distinctive
music of Frederic Rzewski. Rzewski is
considered a minimalist, which means
each piece includes a minimal amount of
materials such as notes or instruments.
While one student described Rzewski’s
music as “rather amazing,” others were
inspired by the many Chopin mazurkas
and other classical music we heard. We
also were exposed to jazz, cabaret, and
Latino-style music, giving each student
a chance to find music that personally
inspired them.
This Festival was simply an unforgettable experience for all students involved.
Attending the Gilmore Festival as a part
of Spring Term was the best decision I
made in my first year of college. I was
inspired and challenged to continue as a
musician and never stop learning. Over
the course of the Festival I was taught
by world-renowned artists, and their
words and expertise are something I will
always carry with me.

One person in particular who was affected was 2008 Alma graduate Monica Rentfrow, a little person. She had been to Ghost Ranch before but was
never able to take the well-known three-mile hike up to Chimney Rock.
“One of my fellow classmates approached me at dinner saying he wanted
to get me up on that mountain,” she says. “I was ready to dismiss the idea
when I heard one classmate advise me, ‘You know, you might want to try
lowering your pride because the view would be really worth your while.’
He didn’t know how much I needed to hear that.”
Classmates Jeff Laatz
and Buddy Scarborough took turns carrying Monica up the
mountain in Laatz’s
backpack, while others were on hand to
help scout the trail
and assist as needed.
“One of my brothers, right before we
reached the summit,
even had the grace
to thank me for ‘letting’ them do this,” she says. “Since our journey to
Chimney Rock I have been trying to adopt a new kind of pride: one that
understands how sometimes there will be mountains in life we cannot
climb alone, but there will always be a buddy with a backpack.”
— Amanda VanLente-Hatter

— Alissa Coldwell ’11
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McGregor Fund grant supports Alma’s
efforts in Ecuador
Alma faculty gain opportunities to learn or increase proficiency in Spanish
The emerging partnership between
Alma College and Equatorialis University, a recently established Englishlanguage private institution in Quito,
Ecuador, is moving full steam ahead
with plans and strategies that will have
a major impact on both Alma and
South American students.
Alma College has maintained a relationship with the Academia Latino
Americana in Quito for several years,
with a number of Alma students traveling there to develop their Spanish
language skills. Earlier this spring, the
Academia’s board of directors expanded
educational offerings there with the
creation of Equatorialis University,
which will offer degrees in business administration and environmental science.
Last fall, Alma College officials committed to pursuing an articulation
agreement with Equatorialis that will
allow qualified students from the Ecuador institution to complete their senior
year at the Alma campus.

alizing the Alma Experience,” which
will expand study, research, internship
and Spanish language opportunities for
faculty and students in Ecuador.
“The program targets faculty and curriculum development and will offer opportunities over the next three years for
Alma faculty to visit Ecuador, design
courses, conduct research, and learn
Spanish,” says Tracy.
Recognizing that language is a major
barrier to intercultural cooperation,
the program provides opportunities
for as many as one third to one half of
the entire Alma faculty to either learn
Spanish or increase their comfort with
Spanish, says Tracy.
“Becoming more proficient in the
Spanish language will better prepare
our faculty for teaching and research

The partnership with Equatorialis
University will offer several educational
advantages to Alma students, says Alma
Provost Michael Selmon.
“All Alma students — those who stay
in Michigan as well as those who travel
abroad — will benefit from the new
educational opportunities that will
occur as they encounter the international experiences and perspectives the
Ecuadorian collaboration will bring,”
says Selmon. “We’re very grateful to the
McGregor Fund for helping to make
these interactions possible.”
The “Internationalizing the Alma
Experience” program has three major
components:
• Preparation for International
Work. Faculty will participate in
a year-long “Spanish for Professors” course taught by Deborah
Dougherty, Spanish department
chair at Alma, and participate in
an “Ecuador seminar,” a weekly
faculty discussion group focusing
on a particular aspect of Ecuadorian culture.

“In three years we expect 40 to 50
Ecuadorian students to take advantage
of this opportunity,” says Alma College
President Saundra Tracy. “In a decade,
this number could quadruple.”
While the influx of South American
students on Alma’s campus is still three
years away, preparations are under way
now to ensure that Alma is a welcoming environment for them.

• Ecuador Curriculum Revision
Retreat. Up to 15 Alma faculty per
year will participate in a two-week
retreat in Ecuador to develop collaborative courses for Alma and
Ecuador students. These collabora-

Alma College has received a $250,000
grant from the McGregor Fund for an
innovative program titled “Internation-
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with Ecuadorian students and for work
with the increasing number of Spanishspeaking American students who will
enter higher education in the coming
decades,” says Tracy.
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Reasons to attend

Homecoming

Alma collaboration
receives Carter
Partnership Award

“Walk the campus and remember life-defining moments.”

— Carol Furrow Hyble ’78

Alma College and the Pine River Superfund
Citizen Task Force are the 2008 recipients of
the Carter Partnership Award, the premier
community service award for higher education and community collaboration.
The Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Partnership for Campus-Community Collaboration is given annually by Michigan Campus
Compact to one partnership involving a
Michigan college and a community group
for working together in exceptional ways to
improve people’s lives and enhance learning
in the process. The College and Task Force
will share the $10,000 prize.
“The Carter Award is a wonderful affirmation of the collaborative efforts of the campus
and Gratiot County community,” says Alma
College President Saundra Tracy. “Many
faculty, staff and students have participated
in this important collaborative effort over the
years. It is a well-deserved recognition for an
extremely important effort.”

tive ventures may include spring term travel courses or
on-campus courses that link students on both campuses
via Internet technology. The retreat will include five days
of Spanish language instruction and opportunities to
travel in Ecuador to explore sites of cultural importance.

The Carter Partnership Award was announced at the Governor’s Service Awards at
the Fox Theatre in Detroit on June 19. Task
Force Chairwoman Jane Keon, Professor
Melissa Strait and more than a dozen other
students, College and community representatives were on hand to receive the award
and the governor’s congratulations.

• Faculty Research and Student Internship Support. Alma
faculty and students will collaborate on research projects
based in Ecuador. Internships will allow Alma students
to practice their Spanish-speaking skills and gain cultural
knowledge by living with host families.
“To ensure the success of our collaboration with Ecuador, we
must ensure that Alma is a welcoming environment for international students,” says Tracy. “The McGregor Fund grant
will help us create opportunities for meaningful connections
between the two campuses before the Quito students come to
Michigan.”

Alma College and the Alma/St. Louis community collaborated to form the Pine River
Superfund Citizen Task Force, an EPAsanctioned Community Advisory Group
(CAG), in 1999. Students and faculty have
become a part of this partnership through
research, coursework and independent
study in a variety of subjects and academic
fields, says Anne Ritz, service-learning coordinator at Alma College. Many students
assist with river clean-up and other servicelearning activities.

The McGregor Fund, a private foundation established in 1925
by gifts from Katherine and Tracy McGregor, awards grants
to organizations in human services, education, health care, arts
and culture, and public benefit.
— Mike Silverthorn
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Trustees elect officers, appoint
new members

Self-study team assembling
evidence for re-accreditation

Trustees have elected new officers and appointed two new members
to the 29-member board.

Alma College has begun preparations for an institutional selfstudy report that will state the case for re-accreditation by the
Higher Learning Commission. Accreditation by the Commission is required for membership in the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools.

• Candace C. Dugan of Douglas was elected chair of the Board.
Dugan, senior counsel in the Holland office of Warner
Norcross & Judd LLP, joined the Alma Board in 2003 and has
served as vice chair since 2005.

The preparation and submission of an institutional self-study
report is a requirement of the Higher Learning Commission
prior to the official campus visit by an accreditation evaluation
team. Alma’s team visit is scheduled for Nov. 2-4, 2009. The
final self-study report must be submitted by August 2009.

• Ron R. Sexton ’68 of Midland was elected vice chair. Sexton,
treasurer of the Dow Corning Corp. for 28 years before retiring in 2005, was appointed to the Alma Board in 2004.
• Larry R. Andrus ’72 of Grand Rapids was chosen as secretary.
Andrus, chief executive officer of Trivalent Group Inc. in
Grandville, has served on the Alma Board since 2004.

The College’s self-study team consists of Ann Hall, assistant
provost; faculty members Bob Cunningham, Mark Oemke,
Carrie Parks-Kirby and Micheal Vickery; and staff members
Dan Henris, controller; Mike Silverthorn, director of marketing
and public relations; Grant Woodman, director of campus life;
Carol Gregg, chaplain; and Provost Michael Selmon.

• Greg Hatcher ’83 was appointed to the board. Hatcher is
chief executive officer of The Hatcher Agency in Little
Rock, Ark.
• D. Michael Sherman ’74 also was appointed to the board.
Sherman is chief executive officer of Dawson Companies in
Naples, Fla. and has worked at Dawson Companies in various positions since 1978.

Barlow Awards recognize faculty
excellence
Maurie Luetkemeier and Scott Messing are the 2008 recipients of
the Barlow Award for Faculty Excellence at Alma College. First
presented in 1982, the Barlow Awards recognize faculty members for
excellence in teaching; scholarly, creative or performing work; and
college and community service. Recipients receive $1,000 cash grants.
Luetkemeier, professor of exercise and health science, joined the
Alma faculty in 2001. Last fall he conducted research at the Gatorade Sports Science Institute through its visiting faculty program.
He has a Ph.D. from Ohio State University.

Dugan

Sherman

Messing, the Charles A. Dana Professor of Music, has taught at
Alma since 1982. He is the author of a two-volume scholarly work
on “Schubert in the European Imagination,” which analyzes the
public perceptions of composer Franz Schubert after his death in
1828. Messing has a Ph.D. from the University of Michigan.

Fall enrollment looks strong
Only once in its history has Alma College enrolled back-to-back
400-plus new students. The College is poised to do that again
this fall with an anticipated incoming class close to last fall’s
record 452 entering students.
The official enrollment number is finalized in September, but
all signs point to a freshman class in the 430-to-450 range, according to Evan Montague, admissions director. The last time
the College enrolled more than 400 students in two consecutive
years was 1992 and 1993.
Alma enrolled its largest new student class in its history in 2007
and its largest overall enrollment since 2001. Last year’s total
enrollment of 1,355 students was a 9 percent increase over the
previous year. Alma has enrolled 400 or more new students only
six times in its history.
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Greetings, loyal Scots!
Another academic year has
started, and Homecoming 2008 is
just around the corner. I invite all
of you back for a weekend filled
with tradition and fun. This
year’s homecoming is scheduled
for the weekend of Sept. 2628. I encourage you to register
on-line — visit us at www.alma.
edu/alumni/homecoming— or
mail back your form so we can
add you to the attendees list. Once added, please encourage
others to come back as well and make the weekend an even
better experience.
The Alma College Alumni Office is working hard to create
new opportunities for the College to stay in contact with
its alumni and friends. One of those ways is the creation of
Alumni Roundtables groups. The Metro Detroit Roundtable has been in operation for five years, and we currently
are working to establish Roundtables in West Michigan and
Washington, D.C. These groups are designed to help with
recruitment, academic and career support, and networking
among alumni and current students. It is a great way to help
out your alma mater, so if you want to join a current Roundtable or establish a new one please let me know.
The online Alma Circle is growing fast, and I encourage
you to join if you have not done so already. The site is very
useful, and it will continue to get more useful as more of our
alumni and current students join. We already have more
than 2,000 alumni and current students on the site, but we
still have a lot more to get connected. Feel free to invite
your Alma College friends to the site; it will only help make
the Circle that much more productive. If you have trouble
registering, please call or send me an e-mail at neubecker@
alma.edu.

Stay Connected! If you have recently moved to a new loca-

tion, had a change in employment and wish to become involved
with the alumni Tartan Club in your region, simply contact the
Alumni Office at 1-800-291-1312 or alumnihouse@alma.edu for
more information.

Alumni notes submissions
Birth and wedding announcements
Due to space constraints, we are unable to publish
wedding or baby photos. We do not publish announcements of engagements or pregnancies, but
encourage submissions following the event.
Note submissions
Alumni notes can be submitted online at <www.
alma.edu/accents/notes/>; by returning the postage
paid envelope in this issue; or by addressing Alumni
Relations Director, Alumni Notes, Alma College,
614 W. Superior St., Alma, Mich. 48801-1599.
Photo submission
Photos can be sent electronically to
silverthorn@alma.edu.

Reasons to attend

Homecoming

I look forward to seeing many of you at Homecoming 2008
or at one of the upcoming alumni events. If you need anything from the Alumni Office, please do not hesitate to give
us a call.
Sincerely,

“Homecoming is about gathering with special people to remember a significant time

in our lives. It’s about reliving old memories
and creating new ones. It’s about coming
home to Alma College.”

— Brian Bartes ’87
“I just plain love Alma and all that it has
done for me.”

— Kevin Stanley ’00

Brent Neubecker ’95
Director of Alumni Relations

tartan tidbits
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Where is he now?

Father Bill Beauchamp,

former Alma College faculty member

alumni notes

Reverend E. William Beauchamp, the 19th president of the
University of Portland, an independent four-year Catholic
institution in Oregon, is a former faculty member and
admissions recruiter at Alma College who still maintains
fond memories of his short time at Alma.
Priest, attorney, professor of law and business, higher education administrator, expert in college athletics, and fund
raiser, he has served three universities with a quick mind
and relentless energy.
Beauchamp was born in Detroit and educated at the
University of Detroit. He majored in accounting, finished
first in his class in the business school, and began work as a
financial analyst with the Burroughs Corporation.
In 1966, at the age of 24, he received an offer to teach accounting and business law at Alma College. He taught at Alma for
three years and later worked in the admissions office for three
more years.
“I have wonderful memories of my time at Alma College,” says Rev. Beauchamp. “I was really
introduced to higher education as a vocation when I joined the faculty at Alma. I remember vividly my Saturday afternoon meeting with Dr. Swanson and Ron Kapp. I was working for Burroughs
at the time, and left the next day for two weeks of meetings in Mexico City. I returned to find an
offer of appointment to the faculty from Alma College. I arrived a week before classes started,
with no preparations done — in fact, I did not even know what textbooks had been ordered.
“At the time, George Gazmararian and I were the Business Administration Department,” he says.
“I taught accounting and business law and George taught management, marketing and finance. I’m
not sure I ever worked harder, but I loved every minute of it.
“The six years I spent at Alma College, split between teaching and admissions, were wonderful
years,” says Rev. Beauchamp. “The faculty and students were wonderful, and I still have great
respect and love for Alma College. It was a great atmosphere for learning and working — and I
know it continues to be so even now.”
After Alma, he applied to Notre Dame Law School and started in 1972. At Notre Dame he met
generous and fascinating priests. “I became aware of priests who were also scholars and teachers and activists and counselors. I began to think it might be possible to be a lawyer and a priest,
which intrigued me.”
After law school Beauchamp was an attorney for three years, and then entered Moreau Seminary.
Ordained in 1982, he taught law at Notre Dame and was assistant to the executive vice president,
the late Father Ned Joyce. In 1987 Beauchamp was named to succeed Joyce as EVP – a job he held
for the next 13 years, even as he continued to teach.
In 2000 Rev. Beauchamp was named counselor to the president, and in 2002 he arrived at the
University of Portland as senior vice president. He was elected president of the University in 2003
and took office in January 2004.

28

tartan tidbits

1932

Edward Gould
’32 enjoys life with family
and friends at age 98 in
Scottsdale, AZ. He likes
to play bridge, take walks
and use his computer.
Edward still treasures his
Alma College memories.

1943	 Paul Hurrell ’43
and his wife, Barbara, celebrated their 66th wedding
anniversary on June 20,
2008.
1945	

Donald Allured
’45 reached the age of 85
last September and has almost retired from conducting bell choirs.

1947	

Bruce Burgoyne
’47 received the Gold
Citizenship Medal from
the National Society of
the Sons of the American
Revolution, the society’s
highest award.

1955	

Charlotte Brown
Jenkins ’55 has two
grandchildren, Stuart
and Liberty Starkeveathers, who were both in the
pipe band that took first
place at the Alma Highland Festival and Games.
Stuart plays the pipes, and
Liberty plays the drums. •
Judson Joyce ’55 recently
moved to Macomb, IL and
would love to hear from
any alumni in that area.
One of her sons, Randy
Schafer, is the minister at
Scotland Trinity Presbyterian Church in Macomb.
• Carol Kutzner ’55 will
travel to Scandinavia with
her oldest grandson and
was planning a trip to
Africa for summer 2008.

1960

Thomas Vaillancour ’60 has a
stepson doing time in Iraq as an Air Force
sergeant. Thomas asks that we keep his
stepson and others in Iraq in our prayers.

1963	

Thomas Arndt ’63 and Janice
Arndt ’64 announce the Oct. 18, 2007, birth
of their first granddaughter, Zoe Katherine
Schatko. They also enjoy two grandsons,
Trevor Arndt, 5, and Derrick Arndt, 4. •
Sue Little Hodgson ’63 retired after 35
years of public school teaching. She has
two grandchildren,and plays the French
horn again. She heard “Scotland the Brave”
played by a band and pipes recently and
thought of the Kiltie Band.

This campus landmark
needs to be restored —
can you help?
The front columns, fascia and
soffit of the Chapel need to be
restored. A structural evaluation
revealed that the columns are
sound and worthy of restoration.
To maintain the integrity of the
building, all the roofing will need
to be replaced.
Roof and
gutter repair

$40,000

Repair and
paint columns

$20,000

Repair and paint
flashings, soffit, fascia,
doors and ceiling

$20,000

Total

$80,000

If you have questions, please call
Carol Hyble at 1-800-291-1312
or send a gift to the Advancement
Office, Hood Building, Alma
College, Alma, MI 48801.

1964	

Richard Hastings ’64 has started
a Web site management company with the
extra time that comes with retirement. It
pays for his golf and travel plus it can be
managed on the road. “This can happen
when you don’t have enough grandkids to
keep you busy.”

1965	

Douglas Wahlsten ’65 has moved
back to the USA after 39 years in Canada
and is now a professor of psychology at the
University of North Carolina. He is spending much of the summer at his place on the
Manistee River near Kalkaska.

1968

Paul Inglis ’68 intends to retire as
Oceana County Administrative/Fiscal Officer effective Nov. 28, 2008, after 37 years.
He was appointed to the position Oct. 1,
1971. • Susan Spears Rose ’68 loves retirement. She went to Costa Rica to scuba dive
and took her youngest daughter to Mexico
to celebrate her daughter’s doctorate in
voice performance. She also made many
trips to visit her granddaughter in Maryland. Susan moved into a smaller house
because of all the traveling she has been
doing and would love to see friends from
Alma.

in January 2008 after 34 years in banking
and moved to Rockford, IL. She is looking forward to winter again after living in
Miami and Los Angeles since graduation. •
Mark Ioset ’73 was married to Myrna Santos Carpenter on April 18, 2008. Myrna is
a Spanish teacher at Peekskill High School
in New York. Mark’s daughter, Heather, is
an account executive for Communications
Strategies, an all-woman public relations
firm in Madison, NJ. His son, Chris, is
a captain in the U.S. Army Air Defense
Artillery, posted in Fort Bliss, TX. Mark
is pastor of the Peekskill Presbyterian
Church.

1974	

David Chapin ’74 and Laurie
Pinkham Chapin ’74 announce the Sept. 18,
2007, birth of their first grandchild, Carson
Chapin. Laurie is retiring as a public school
teacher in June after 29 years with Midland
Schools and three with Okemos Schools.
Dave is superintendent of the East Lansing
Public Schools. Their children, Andrew
and Cari, live nearby. • Rick Johnson ’74
retired July 1, 2007, as an assistant principal-administration. He now teaches middle
school English to at-risk students and also
driver’s training. Rick enjoys spending time
with his granddaughter, Abbi, and golfing. • Pamela Beardslee Roth ’74 lives in
Caseville and is retired from teaching. Her
oldest daughter teaches math and physical education in Kingston. Her youngest
daughter teaches Spanish at Bangor John
Glenn in Bay City. Pamela has three grandsons.

1975	

Frank Johnson ’69 and his wife
Linda, spent 21 months in Bremerton, WA,
while Frank worked in the family practice
clinic of Naval Hospital Bremerton.

Judith Sherman ’75 was promoted
to principal at the law firm of Foley, Baron
& Metzger PLLC. • Mark Wangberg ’75
still makes books. He collaborated with
David Gillespie to publish Colophon of
Conversation, an accordian-fold book that
stretches out to almost 25 feet. The book is
available at amazon.com. He got his start
in making books at Alma College thanks
to English Professor Jim Tipton sharing
his wonderful hand-printed books. E-mail:
markwangberg@comcast.net.

1972

1976	

1969	

Tom Heitman ’72 and Sherry
Leonard Heitman ’72 have twin sons, 28,
who just received their M.D. degrees in
May. Joel is in New Jersey for his transitional year then relocates to Michigan for
his radiology residency. Kirk is in New
Jersey for his surgical pathology residency.

1973	

LouAnn Breckenridge ’73 retired
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Daniel Flick ’76 loves life with
hockey once a week and hobby farming in
Evart. He attends Kensington Community
Church and still works at Henry Ford
Optimeyes.

1978

Bob Hamilton ’78 finished his
30th year of teaching science at Troy. He
lives with his wife, Linda, in Lake Orion.

29

In February 2008, he became the Director for the National Center for DWI
Courts in Alexandria, VA. He travels the
country encouraging the growth of DWI
Courts that are used to combat intoxicated driving.

1981

Have you ever spotted a fellow
alumnus at the airport, a sporting
event or just out and about?
It’s a great feeling to see the
Maroon and Cream and know
there’s another Scot in the
midst! Next time you “Spot-aScot” proudly wearing Alma
College gear, get their name,
address and grad year. Submit
the information on the online
form at: <www.alma.edu/people/
alumni/spot_a_scot> along with
your information and you will
both be entered in a drawing
(in conjunction with the next
printing of Accents) to each
receive a $50 gift certificate to
the Kiltie Korner Bookstore.
The gift certificate can be used
in the store or online at <www.
scotcollegebookstore.com>.
The Spring 2008 winner was
Angela Adams ’01, who spotted
Amy Taylor ’09 proudly wearing
Alma College attire.

His daughter Melissa, is a junior at Alma
College. His son, R.J., will be a freshman at
Grand Valley. • Laurie Balesky Taylor ’78
has a daughter graduating from Okemos
High School on June 1, 2008. Unfortunately, Hilary is not becoming a Scot, but there
may be hope for her younger brothers!

1979	

Dean Havelka ’79 reports that his
daughter Emily has decided to become a
Scot and will begin her freshman year at
Alma this fall.

1980

David Wallace ’80 decided it was
time for a change after 22 years as an assistant prosecutor and trainer for prosecutors.

30

Rick Humphreys ’81 and Cindy
Jones Humphreys ’82 have a daughter,
Sara, who will be a sophomore at Alma
in the fall. Rick is a Fire Inspector and
Assistant Fire Chief for Saginaw Township. Cindy is in her 24th year as a music
therapist. • Mike Pemble ’81 and Lynette
Whitkopf Pemble ’83 are sending their
daughter, Caitlin, to Alma College as a
member of the Class of 2012. They send
a special thanks to Admissions staff and
faculty who interacted with Caitlin and
helped her with her decision.

1982

Elizabeth Smeltzer Hegarty ’82
planned to move to Austin, TX in summer 2008. “It is time to get out of the big
city of Atlanta. The whole family is very
excited.” Elizabeth will continue her
CPA practice and her kids will be going
to the high school that won the 2007 state
championship in football.

1983	

Laura Wonacott Asiala ’83 was
awarded the 2008 Athena Award from
the Bay Area Chamber of Commerce. She
is a manager in corporate communications
for Dow Corning Corporation overseeing
the company’s global brand promotion.

1984	

Christine Cornwell Hesch ’84
received her master’s degree from Spring
Arbor University in education. She still
teaches second grade at Fowlerville
schools, but is looking for an art position. She served as a region liaison for
the Michigan Art Education Association
and had several art students receive high
honors in state-wide competitions. •
Tom Hill ’84 lives in Spring Lake with
his wife, Heidi, and their three children,
Elizabeth, 8, Abigail, 6, and Ian, 4. Tom
is still in practice with West Shore Cardiology.

1986	

Paul Kurtzhals ’86 participated
in the American Lung Association
Climb in Detroit at the Detroit Renaissance Center Feb. 24, 2008. He climbed
70 floors in a race to the top. Paul was
joined by daughters, Jodi and Nadia, and
Terry Berton ’86 and Terry’s daughter
Molly. Their team raised more than
$7,600 for ALA.
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1987	

Matthew Vicari ’87 has been
elected President of the Grand Rapids Bar
Association for 2008-09.

1988

Bob Borowski ’88 lives in Rochester. E-mail: bborowski1966@gmail.com.
• Chip Hardick ’88 completed his Ph.D. in
preaching from Princeton Seminary and
moved to Bloomington, IL, to serve as pastor of Second Presbyterian Church. Sarah
Baker Jome ’85 is a member who helped
welcome Chip. • Lynne Lehnhardt ’88
received a No Worker Left Behind Grant,
which provides a fully-funded education
from the State of Michigan. She is studying Healthcare Information Management.
• Ross McNeel ’88 announces the birth
of third child, Ian Laird McNeel — very
Scottish. Ross and his family moved back to
the area and sold their property in Oregon.
He has worked in civil and environmental
engineering for six years and now owns his
own business, The Private Park Service.

1990

Deana Anderson Dutcher ’90 lives
in Williamston with her husband, John,
and their children, Elizabeth, 14, Paige,
11, and Tom, 9. Deana returned to teaching full-time and also published a book
this past year. Today Our Family Celebrated
Mom’s Birthday is available at amazon.com.
• Jenny Gilchrist ’90 received her Ph.D. in
English from Fordham University in April
2008. E-mail: jengilchrist@gmail.com. •
Jenni Kanary-Shirk ’90 and her husband,
Brett, announce the Feb. 6, 2008, birth of
daughter, Jillian Judith Shirk. She joins
sister Ellie, 10, and brothers, Jack and Kyle,
9. The Shirks reside in Westfield, NJ. • J.A.
Lewellen ’90 married Melissa Chomyk in
June 2007. They reside in Medina, OH.

1991

Michael Dee ’91 and his wife,
Kelly, announce the March 11, 2008 birth
of their son, Cameron. Big brother Colin is
2-years-old. • Melissa Weber ’91 reports an
eventful April-May 2008. She was ordained
a chaplain in early April; she had a setback
in recovery from her closed head injury
in mid April, which revealed Asperger’s
Syndrome, a form of autism; was placed
on medical leave by her employer when
she revealed the Asperger’s; and became
an aunt for the first time on May 20. “Holy
major life stressors, Batman!” As of June
9, she was still off work. She is trying to return to work and looking for employment
elsewhere and may even change careers.

1992

Steven Oole ’92 and his wife,
Patty, announce the Dec. 31, 2007, birth

the area. • Lynn O’Rear
’94 married Michael Palko,
an electrical engineer with
Ford Motor Co., on May
19, 2006. • Kristie Sabol
Povroznik ’94 and her
husband and daughters,
Emily, 9, and Maggie, 7,
moved to Tulsa, OK, in
June 2008. Jerry’s company, McJunkin Redman,
transferred him to be
a regional manager for
Oklahoma and Arizona.
She continues to substitute
teach at her children’s
school. Phone: (918) 9436473. • Nicki Berlin Smith
’94 and Steve live in the
Midland area with their
three children, Madison,
9, Hunter, 7, and Cassidy,
4. Nicki is the Community Program Development Coordinator for the
Midland Salvation Army.
“I would love to hear from
old friends.” E-mail: steveandnicki@att.net.

1996	 Lisa Edwards
Cieri ’96 lives in Philadelphia. She starts her 10th
year of teaching in the city, currently seventh-grade English literature, at a performing arts school. Daughters, Sofia, 7, and Isabel, 11, will be in first and sixth grade this
year. Her husband, Chris, works for Apple.
• Kathryn Collins Filar ’96 and husband,
Tom, announce the Feb. 20, 2008, birth of
their second son Rhys Matthew. Rhys joins
his older brother Brendan Thomas, 18
months. • Matthew Miller ’96 announces
the Feb. 27, 2008, birth of Matlyn Haze,
joining big brother Jeff Andrew. Matthew
teaches in Saginaw. E-mail: mhmiller@
spsd.net. • Lynn Benson Wyville ’96 announces the Nov. 20, 2007, birth of her
third daughter, Harper Elizabeth. Sisters
Delainey, 4, and Lucy, 2, are thrilled. They
moved from Portland, OR, to Chagrin
Falls, OH, in 2007.

The photos above were taken at the May 2008 Maroon and Cream Gala.
This year’s event was held at the Orchard Lake Country Club.

of their first child, Bruce Patrick. “Any
visitors to the Tallahassee, FL, area let me
know at Soole@jfmlawyers.com.”

1993	

Rachelle Jacques ’93 and her
husband, Mark, returned to Midland in
December after a few years in Belgium.
Rachelle and Mark announce the March 23,
2008, birth of Julia Grace Looker. • Kim
Wright ’93 recently moved from Michigan
to Phoenix for a new job with Southwest
Ambulance. She is returning to school for
her RN. E-mail: kmfire1817@yahoo.com.

1994	

Scott Dillon ’94 and Suzanna
Rocco Dillon ’94 enjoy living in the Ann
Arbor/Saline area with their children,
Regan, 3, and Jack, 1. • Rich Gray ’94 still
lives in Chandler, AZ. He and Heather
have a son, Ryan, 4. He still works for
General Dynamics and has been promoted
to Technical Manager of Test Operations.
E-mail: 10sec5.0@cox.net. • Noreen Lyall
Marando ’94 left Chicago for the Pacific
Northwest outside of Seattle and decided
to stay home with their children Charlie, 2,
and Margaret, 6. They welcome visitors to

1997	

Jason Nordbeck ’97 and Tammy
Watson Nordbeck ’96 announce the May
22, 2008, birth of their fourth child, McKinnon Jane, born weighing 9 lbs., 1 oz., and
was 22 inches. Kinsey joins Jackson, 7,
Braden, 5, and Emerson Grace 23 months.
• Shannon Terpenning ’97 announces the
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March 27, 2008, birth of Joshua Carlen. He
was welcomed home by siblings Josselyn,
Justin and Jacob. • Christopher Trebilcock ’97 married Susan Duerr on June 7 at
Castlefarms in Charlevoix.

1998

Sarah Isaacson Fitzpatrick ’98
and husband, Dan, announce the May 16,
2008, birth of daughter, Willa Kate. They
live in Jacksonville, FL., Sarah starts July I
a three-year residency in oral pathology at
the University of Florida. E-mail: sarahgfitzpatrick@hotmail.com. • Carrine Miller
Pomaranski ’98 and Mark live in Traverse
City with their three children Cora, Ava
and Fynn. • Kelly Straughen Swanson ’98
and her husband, John, announce the April
1, 2008, birth of their daughter, Skyler
Victoria. Kelly teaches chemistry at Eisenhower High School in Shelby Township.
• Holly Cyrus Tilton ’98 and her husband,
Todd, announce the March 1, 2008, birth
of their daughter, Alexandra Noelle. She
joins her brother, Fletcher, 3. They recently
moved back to Michigan after six years in
Georgia. • Sean Williams ’98 and Laura
Timm Williams ’00 announce the tax day
2008 birth of their fourth child. Their son,
Keegan Andrew, is adored by big brothers
Logan and Caelan and big sister Haleigh.
Everyone is doing great. E-mail: sean@
seanandlaurawilliams.com or laura@
seanandlaurawilliams.com.

1999	

Bill Zeedyk ’99 and Betsie Zeedyk
’00 moved to Madisonville, LA, just north
of New Orleans. Betsie works in sales for
the Kellogg Company, and Bill teaches
in New Orleans through TeachNOLA, a
program that places teachers in the Recovery School District and Charter Schools of
New Orleans.

2000

Humberto Bastos ’00 and Dawn
Smith Bastos ’00 announce the Dec. 4, 2007,
birth of their first child, Giselle Renee. •
Amy Czabala ’00 married Dave Dittenber
on June 21, 2008, and lives in Freeland.
Amy received a master’s degree in Educational Leadership from SVSU. • Heather
Hodgson ’00 and Chuck Bernal announce
the May 31, 2008, birth of their first child,
Victoria Helen Bernal. “She is a true blessing and hopefully a future Alma grad!” •
Aaron Kerr ’00 and Jennifer Mayes Kerr
’01 announce the Feb. 26, 2008, birth of
Savannah Grace. Savannah joins big sisters
Kayla, 4, and Madeline, 2. Visit their blog
at www.kerrspot.com. • Joel Stewart ’00
and Sara Setser Stewart ’99 announce the
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April 16 birth of their son, Marcus. They
live in Seven Fields, PA.

2001

Andrew Cashin ’01 married Amy
LaRew on March 6, 2008. They were married in a private ceremony in Waterford.
They will live in Livonia. • Chad Creevy
’01 finished his MBA and teaches business courses. He also is a financial advisor. Dana Kozak Creevy ’02 is finishing
her master’s degree and has moved into
administration from teaching third grade
in Holland. Their daughters, Olivia, 8, and
Marcy, 5, are doing well. • Maggie Wise
McAfoos ’02 and husband, Scott, announce
the April 8 birth of their son Cooper. They
live in Granger, IN. • Jeanette Watripont
Moeggenborg ’01 started a new job in summer 2007 as a crisis manager for Gratiot
County Community Mental Health. She
loves life in Alma and says hi to all of her
AZD sisters.

2002

Julie Harris ’02 married Kevin
Gitchell on June 21, 2008. Jessica Kotas Eng
’02 was the Matron of Honor. Emily Testani ’02 and Michelle DeGraff U’Ren ’02
also stood beside Julie as bridesmaids. Julie
and Kevin still reside in Lakeland, FL. •
Chris Machnacki ’02 received a master’s
degree in Foreign Service from George-

town in 2004 and a juris doctorate degree
from University of Michigan in 2007. Chris
is a corporate associate at Dewey & Leboeuf
in New York City. • Ryan Mynsberge ’02
and wife, Adrianne, announce the April 11,
2007, birth of their first daughter, Addison
Marie. Addison has a brother, Aiden, 4.
The family is doing well in Port Huron. •
Matt vandenBerg ’02 is a campaign director
with CCS Fund Raising, helping nonprofit
organization clients in the greater Mid-Atlantic region to conduct capital fund-raising
campaigns. He purchased his first home in
downtown Washington, D.C. in March.

2003	

Alicia Allen ’03 is working on
her master’s degree in Library and Information Science. In her first class, she ran
into another alumnus, Tina Mills. E-mail:
allenalicia@yahoo.com. • Holly Honigfort
Hubsky ’03 and John Hubsky announce
the Dec. 29, 2007, birth of daughter, Alison
Ruth Hubsky, and Holly’s graduation from
National University of Health Sciences
as a Chiropractic Physician in April 2008.
She practices in West Chicago, IL. • Shelly
Ulfig Klein ’03 graduated from Wayne
State University’s Physician Assistant
Program in May 2008 and is currently
employed at Henry Ford Macomb Hos-

pital working in Cardiothoracic Surgery.
• Michael Mansfield ’03 married Monica
Hosner on Oct. 20, 2007. Michael received
a master’s degree in Sports Management
from Western Michigan University in 2006.
• Julie Plasencia ’03 completed her master’s
degree in Human Nutrition at Michigan
State University in Spring 2008. She has
been living and working in Las Vegas area
since January 2007. “I love visitors so send
me an e-mail if you’re in town!” E-mail:
julieplasencia@gmail.com.

2004	

Theresa Guinther ’04 graduated
from Kirksville College of Osteopathic
Medicine on May 17. She began a pediatric
residency at St. John Hospital in Detroit
in July. • Bekah Noss ’04 graduated in
May with a doctorate of Optometry from
Michigan College of Optometry. Her practice is in Traverse City. • Robyn Paige ’04
recently accepted an interim appointment
as the Director of Fraternity and Sorority
Programs at Eastern Illinois University. She
is excited to continue her work at EIU in
Student Affairs in this new role. • Shannon
Roehl ’04 graduated with a Public Health
master’s degree in 2006. She worked at
Monroe Public Health with the Pandemic
Flu Response for Homeland Security. Now
she attends MSU School of Osteopathic
Medicine to become a doctor.

2005	

Do you know the next great Scot?
We’ve all met that great high school student who we immediately
think would be a great addition to Alma College. Maybe it’s your
neighbor, someone you go to church with, your best friend’s cousin or
your nephew!
We also are looking for all your legacy students. Prospective students
who are the child, grandchild, or sibling of an Alma College alumnus
are eligible for our Legacy Scholarship. Be sure to let us know about
them by completing the form at <https://secure.alma.edu/people/
alumni/refer>. By completing our online referral form, you will notify
the Admissions Office of the prospective student and your connection
to them. The student will receive information about Alma College and
get on our mailing list. Once they have completed their junior year
of high school, they will also receive an application and you will be
the sponsor of their $25 application fee (no cost to you)! Additionally,
we will keep you updated on the student’s progress through the
admissions process as well as what’s happening in the Admissions
Office and on campus.
If you would like materials about Alma College to place in your
home, office, classroom, church, favorite coffee house or to give to
that next great Scot, just contact Laurie DeYoung at deyoung@alma.
edu or 1-800-321-ALMA.
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Kim Light ’05 begins work at
Lawrence Technological University’s main
campus in January 2009. She starts a master’s
degree program in Environmental Science
in the fall at University of Michigan.

2006	

Garrett Whitmore ’06 and Andi
Reeves Whitmore ’07 were married June 7,
2008, in Alma in a backyard wedding ceremony. They now reside in Ft. Lauderdale,
FL, were Garrett attends Nova Southeastern University’s College of Optometry
and Andi is employed by Broward County
Public Schools.

in memoriam
Mrs. Myrtle Keillor Nims ’30 died June 17,
2008, in Chicago, at age 100. Mrs. Nims was
a retired teacher and worked in ceramics
and braided rug-making at Hyde Park Art
Center. She was predeceased by her husband,
Dr. Charles F. Nims ’28, in November 1988.
As he was an ordained Presbyterian clergyman and professor emeritus of Egyptology,
Oriental Institute, University of Chicago,
they traveled extensively throughout the
world. Dr. and Mrs. Nims provided for Alma
College in their estate plans.
Mrs. Gretah Wilson Cant ’36 died July 7,
2008, in Ann Arbor at age 93. Mrs. Cant was
a retired teacher. She was predeceased by her
husband, Robert P. Cant ’34, in 1984. Among
her survivors are a son, Robert H. Cant, and
grandson, Timothy J. Cant ’96. The family
has designated memorials in her name to
Alma College to benefit students.
Mr. Robert R. Trull ’40, formerly of Midland
and North Port, Fla., died July 14, 2008, in
Lake Wales, Fla., at age 90. Mr. Trull was
employed with Dow Chemical Company in
Midland and Mini-Grip in New York. He
retired in 1982 and moved to Florida. He was
predeceased by his wife, Jean Williams Trull
’40, in 1999, and a daughter in 1996. Among
his survivors are a son and grandson.
Mrs. Lois Lindsay Reopcke ’41 died July 18,
2008, in Grand Rapids at age 89. She received
her Master’s Degree from the University of
Michigan and taught for more than 40 years,
including at Kalkaska Public Schools. She
was predeceased by her husband, Rev. Barney
D. Roepcke ’40, in 2005. Together they served
several Presbyterian Churches throughout Michigan. Among her survivors is her
daughter, Karen Roepcke Kooistra ’73.
Mr. Robert W. Kirby ’42 died March 22, 2008,
in Charlevoix at age 91. At Alma, Mr. Kirby
was involved in football, baseball, basketball,
tennis, golf and track. He was inducted into
the Hall of Fame in 1972.
Mr. James L. “Jim” Gay ’43 died June 5,
2008, in Alma at age 86. Mr. Gay grew up in
Alma, attended Alma College and received
his bachelor’s degree in education from Central Michigan University. He served in the
Army Air Corps during WWII from 1943 to
1945, studied business at University of Michi-

gan, and then worked for Bell Telephone in
Detroit for several years before returning to
Alma to live. He worked in the family dimestore business from 1953 until 1960 when he
and his brother purchased Gay’s Five-andTen Store from their father and three uncles,
operating stores in Alma, Clare, Stanton,
Ithaca, Carson City, Remus, St. Louis,
Edmore and Mount Pleasant. They retired
in 1981, selling the stores to the D & C chain.
Jim was very active in community affairs in
Alma serving in many leadership capacities,
including the Alma City Commission for 12
years, leaving as Vice Mayor. He is survived
by his wife, Evelyn; brother, Dwight; three
sons; one daughter; nephew, Christopher
Carter Gay ’02; and several grandchildren.
Mrs. Jeanne Maxson VanNess ’44 of Galesburg died March 23, 2008, in Kalamazoo at
age 85. Mrs. VanNess was an elementary
teacher in Virginia but spent most of her life
in Galesburg, Mich. Among her survivors
are her husband, son, step-daughter and
several grandchildren.
Rev. H. James “Jim” Birdsall ’45, formerly
of Elm Hall, died June 19, 2008, in Grand
Rapids at age 94. Rev. Birdsall was a retired
United Methodist minister and member of
the West Michigan Conference of the United
Methodist Church. He retired in 1978 after
serving churches in Perrinton, Pompeii,
Pentwater-Summit, Carson City, Muskegon
Lakeside, Grand Ledge and Lansing. He is
survived by a son and daughter-in-law and
several grandchildren. He was predeceased
by his wife, Ilene, after 65 years of marriage.
Mr. Harmon Miedema ’48 of Whitinsville,
Mass., died May 3, 2008, in Worchester, Mass.
at age 82. A longtime resident of Whitinsville, he was a teacher at Blackstone Valley
Regional Technical High School in Upton for
22 years. He was a charter member and past
deacon of the Fairlawn Christian Reformed
Church, a former member of the Massachusetts Teachers Association, a volunteer firefighter, and served on the Blackstone Valley
School Advisory Board. Mr. Miedema was
a veteran, having served in the U.S. Navy in
the Pacific Theater. Among his survivors are
a brother and sister, three children, and several grandchildren. He was predeceased by
his wife, six brothers, a sister and a grandson.
Mr. Carl L. Dibert ’50, formerly of St. Louis
and Hemlock, died June 25, 2008, in Alma
at age 84. Mr. Dibert was a research chemist
with Dow Chemical Company, retiring in
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1979 after 40 years of service. He served in
the U.S. Army during WWII. Among his
survivors are his wife of 63 years, Juanita
Dibert, and his grandson, Aron Radosa ’94.
Mrs. Reva Jane Miller Leach ’50, formerly of
Columbia, S.C., died July 9, 2008, in Cedar
Springs at age 80. Mrs. Leach obtained her
BA degree having attended Alma College
and Oakland University and was a retired
teacher and prolific artist. She was actively
involved in the Cedar Springs community
and was a former docent at Frederik Meijer
Gardens. Among her survivors are her sister,
Maxine McLeod ’49; niece, Lynette McLeod
Sheldon ’74; two daughters; a son and several
grandchildren. She was predeceased by two
husbands, including Charles Lemke ’59, and a
brother-in-law, John McLeod ’50. Mrs. Leach
provided for Alma College in her estate plans
to benefit the Art and Design Department.
Mr. Robert W. Patterson ’51 formerly of Ann
Arbor, died July 12, 2008, in Indianapolis,
Ind., at age 80. He served in the U.S. Navy
during World War II and studied law at the
University of Michigan Law School. He retired as sales manager from Rytex Company
in 1987. Among his survivors are his wife of
60 years, Margaret, a son and daughter, and
two grandsons.
Mr. Douglas B. Davey ’53, formerly of
Lapeer, died April 28, 2008, at his home in
Casselberry, Fla. Mr. Davey served in the
U.S. Navy two times; he retired after many
years in the insurance industry in Florida.
He enjoyed flying and was a licensed private
pilot. He also enjoyed singing in the Orange
Blossom Chorus of the Barbershop Harmony
Society. He was in the marching band and
choir while in school. Among his survivors
are his wife of 56 years, Theresa, two sons, a
daughter and several grandchildren.
Mr. Phillip D. Long ’53 of Big Rapids died
April 24, 2008, in Reed City at age 75. He
was a retired teacher from Big Rapids Public
Schools. Mr. Long taught instrumental music
and English in addition to working as a high
school librarian during a career in education
that spanned from 1953 until 1986. He was
a prolific reader and a gifted vocal musician.
He enjoyed tending a variety of farm animals
after moving to Big Rapids in 1972. Among
his survivors are his wife, Allene Stolt Long
’54, two sons and two daughters. Since 1995,
Mr. and Mrs. Long published “The Old Millpond Anthology” quarterly, which contained
many tributes to Alma College and alumni.
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Mrs. Karen Abbott Greer ’55, formerly of
Keego Harbor, died June 4, 2007, in Fort
Worth, Texas, at age 73. She taught and
loved young children for 30 years in Arlington and Fort Worth. After retirement, she
tutored students in need of special help. She
was active in community service groups and
enjoyed traveling and spending time with
her family plus summers at her northern
Michigan cabin. Among her survivors are her
husband, two children and two stepchildren.
Mr. Donald W. Klinger ’65, formerly of
Adrian, died April 2, 2008, in Jupiter, Fla.,
at age 64. Mr. Klinger was accomplished in
both the academic and business worlds and
operated Affairs Party Rental Inc. in West
Palm Beach from 1984 until his retirement in
1999. He is survived by three daughters, four
grandchildren and a brother.
Mrs. Jennifer Wilton Colladay ’66, formerly
of Big Rapids, died June 6, 2008, in Loudon,
Tenn. Mrs. Colladay had been a university
counselor at Ferris State University in Big
Rapids. Among her survivors are her husband and four children.
Mrs. Karen Smith Roesler ’67 died May 17,
2008, in Holiday, Fla., at age 63. Among her
survivors are her husband, Don, her parents,
a daughter and two grandchildren.
Mr. Charles E. “Chuck” Irmiter ’74 of Andover, N.J., died May 24, 2008, at age 55. He was
senior finance manager for Mars Inc. in Hackettstown for 17 years, chief financial officer
for three years with the League of American
Orchestras in Manhattan, and recently served
in the same position with The Seeing Eye in
Morristown. Throughout his life he pursued
his love of music; his taste ranged from classical to bluegrass. He met his wife, Deborah
Gonter Irmiter ’74, also a musician, at Alma
College where they played in the band. He
was a percussionist with the New Sussex Symphony where he also served on the board of
directors. Mr. Irmiter served with the Civil Air
Patrol, was a volunteer fireman and EMT and
an assistant coach for youth hockey, and he
adopted three retired greyhounds. Among his
survivors are his wife, daughter and two sons.
Mr. Roger W. Plont ‘82, Ph.D, formerly of
Ravenna, died April 27, 2008, at his home in
Grant at age 48. Mr. Plont was vice president
of Kurdziel Industries, Inc., a world manufacturer of iron castings and steel products.
Among his survivors are his parents, two
sons, and a brother.
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Mr. Christopher A. Seelbach ’01, formerly
of Alma, died July 16, 2008, from heart
complications while traveling in Moline, Ill.
Chris was 29 and lived in Anderson, Ind. He
grew up in Alma and attended Alma College
for three years, lettering in basketball, before
transferring to Anderson University and receiving his bachelor’s degree in psychology in
2002 while playing basketball there. He was
an assistant basketball coach at Anderson and
a salesman for MediaCom Communications
cable company. He had planned to be married in August. Among his survivors are his
father, Dr. Douglas Seelbach, former Alma
College EHS faculty and present Professor
of Kinesiology at Anderson University; his
mother, Diann Benson Seelbach; his fiancée;
two sisters and a brother.
Ms. Catherine Lydia Colarelli ’07, formerly
of Mount Pleasant and Midland, died April
27, 2008, at her home in Ann Arbor at age 23.
She was attending Washtenaw Community
College, majoring in graphic arts, and was a
straight-A student. Ms. Colarelli also enjoyed
performing in theatre, hiking, skiing and
figure skating.
Mr. Ludger A. Beauvais, loyal friend and
supporter, died May 14, 2008, in Dearborn
at age 88. Mr. Beauvais was president of the
Edward C. and Hazel L. Stephenson Foundation until it dissolved in 2003. He was
instrumental in directing Stephenson Foundation gifts to Alma College for scholarships
over many years and creating the Edward C.
and Hazel L. Stephenson Endowed Scholarship at Alma College when the Foundation
dissolved. He is survived by four children,
nine grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. He was predeceased by his wife, Ruth.
Mrs. Charlotte K. Cole, friend and supporter, formerly of Syracuse, New York, died
May 20, 2008, in Palo Alto, California. Mr.
Wendell G. Cole, her husband, died April
17, 2007, in California. They met at Alma
and were married there. She worked as a
College librarian, and he taught Japanese to
soldiers in the V-12 program. She completed
her BA at Syracuse University in New York,
her Master of Library Science at University
of Michigan, and graduate work at Syracuse
and Stanford universities. They lived near
Stanford University in California for many
years where Charlotte was a special collections librarian at the Hoover Institution at
Stanford, and Wendell was Professor Emeritus of Drama, teaching literature and theater
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history as well as designing costumes and
painting scenery there for 52 years. He also
was a writer, and his articles on drama, set
design, and architecture appeared in numerous journals, winning awards for creativity
and service. Both Mr. and Mrs. Cole were
involved in travel and activities of cultural
events throughout the world. They were
members of our Heritage Society, remembering Alma College in their estate plans.
Mr. William W. “Bill” Idema, friend and
generous supporter, died February 21, 2008,
in Grand Rapids at age 93. Mr. Idema was
retired from Steelcase, Inc. of Grand Rapids
where his family was involved in the establishment of the business. He was a member
of the Westminster Presbyterian Church in
Grand Rapids and is survived by his wife,
Beatrice, along with nieces and nephews.
Rev. Roy W. Marshall, friend and Presbyterian minister for 44 years, died May 18, 2008,
in Cashiers, N.C., at age 89. Rev. Marshall
was a also part-time resident of Wellington,
Fla. He served churches in Tampa, Fla., and
Spring Lake, Mich., as well as in Illinois
and Nebraska. Among his survivors are his
daughter and son-in-law, Joan ’67 and Rodney ’67 Schmidt.
Dr. Robert Norris Maust, former dean of
students from 1977-80, of Fife Lake and
Kalamazoo, died May 9, 2008, at age 63. Dr.
Maust was a graduate of Grosse Ile High
School, Michigan State University, and
Wayne State University, where he received
his Juris Doctorate. He worked in higher
education for almost 40 years, retiring in
August 2007.
Mr. John B. O’Brian, friend and supporter,
died April 9, 2008, in Venice, Fla. Mr.
O’Brian was vice president of personnel at
Total Petroleum in Alma, retiring in 1981
and moving to Venice. He was a member of
the Venice Presbyterian Church and formerly, the First Presbyterian Church of Alma.
He is survived by a daughter, two sons and
several grandchildren; he was predeceased by
his wife, Marcia.
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Anderson Minnick ‘09
Hometown: St. Johns
Major: Chemistry

Stylish in scrubs
Thrill-seeking skydiver
Chemistry lab liability
Speaks whale
Afraid of balloons
Dedicated Jimmy Buffet fan
Loves his pet duck
Watches cartoons like a kid

Put a face with your gift!

Anderson is just one of the 1,400 students at
Alma who benefit from your gift to the alma
fund each year. Your gift to the alma fund
supports Alma College operations in many ways
including scholarships, facilities, equipment and
maintenance. You can make your gift using one
of the three easy methods listed below:
Call — 1-800-291-1312
Click — www.alma.edu
Mail — enclosed post-paid envelope
Campus phonathons begin on October 1. Rather not
receive a phone call? Please send your gift of any
amount today to support the many student faces at
Alma College.

Let Us Hear From You!
Alma Accents and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days. Please use this form to send your news about
promotions, honors, appointments, graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old Alma College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos.
If you would like former classmates to contact you, include your contact information. The content of Alumni News is the responsibility of the editor.
Name: ____________________________________________ Class Year: _________ Maiden Name: ____________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________ Telephone: _______________________
City: ____________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ E-mail: __________________________
Please include my: ___ Address

___ Phone

___E-mail

Alumni notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________		
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Return to: Alumni Relations Director, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599

Alumni notes can also be submitted online at <www.alma.edu/people/alumni/notes>
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35

Vicente Fox
Revolution of Hope
			

A Vision for the Americas

Wednesday, September 24, 2008, 7:30 p . m .
Hogan Center, Cappaert Gymnasium
Former President of Mexico Vicente Fox addresses
the campus in the third installment of the Robert D.
Swanson Responsible Leadership Speaker Series
This event is free and open to the public
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