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‘The proof is in our graduates’
The successes of our alumni are the true
and best test of Alma College’s quality
Growing up in Indiana where basketball
is affectionately referred to as Hoosier
hysteria, I love the month of March and the
NCAA basketball “March Madness.” But
there is another kind of March madness of
which you may not be aware – the annual
college ratings madness.

President Saundra Tracy



March is the month that each president,
provost and chief enrollment officer receives the infamous U.S. News and World
Report survey to rate all other institutions
of similar institutional type in the nation.
The receipt of this report is preceded by an
incredible marketing blitz. Our mailboxes
are literally filled with glossy brochures,
personalized letters, books, DVDs, and
other items to garner attention for specific
institutions. Last year I received a small
pine tree quite cleverly packaged by some
institution. It apparently did not work as
intended; I vividly remember the tree but
have no idea of the name of the institution.

U.S. News has created proprietary formulas to generate scores for many of the
variables in their rating system. We are not
able to predict our institutional scores. Perhaps of more concern is the fact that these
variables do not directly relate to student
outcomes. While I agree that the percentage of alumni who donate to their alma
mater is critical, it is not a good measure of
what is learned in the classroom.
So how can alumni, prospective students
and their parents and others determine
the quality of Alma College or any other
school? I believe the answer lies in student
learning and success rather than institutional reputation and resources, and there
is some promising new information available in this arena.

What exactly does the U.S. News and World
Report rating report? The largest component of an institution’s score comes from
the survey sent to college administrators
where we are asked to assign a score from
1 to 5 for each institution. We have no data
on which to base such a rating. Thus, the
rating is primarily a report of reputation.
The Annapolis Group, a selective group
of the top liberal arts institutions in the
nation (including institutions like Swarthmore, Williams, Davidson, Bryn Mawr
and Alma), has suggested its members not
complete this survey.

A large study called the National Survey of
Student Engagement (NSSE) was begun
several years ago to assess those factors
shown to most relate to student learning.
This survey looks at first-year and fourthyear students annually to assess factors like
the amount of reading required, type of assignments they are given, time spent in direct interaction with faculty, application of
classroom learning outside the classroom,
etc. and how do these change as the student progresses through college. Provost
Michael Selmon reported on Alma’s results
on these important measures in the last
Accents (Winter 2007 issue). As a reminder,
Alma is in the top five percent nationally
among all institutions (public and private)
on several of these measures.

The data-based part of the score comes
from institutions’ self reports, part of
which is taken from the annual federal
report each college must file. The pressures resulting from this ratings war has
led to questions about the integrity of some
institutions’ practices in reporting data. For
example, a recent Wall Street Journal article
called into question the way some institutions report their percent of alumni giving,
a key variable in the U.S. News rating.

An emerging group called Colleges of
Distinction was identified through national
surveys of prospective students, guidance
counselors and others on four areas: quality
of teaching, student engagement, campus
climate and successful outcomes. While
having some of the same flaws as the U.S.
News ratings due to emphasis on reputation
reporting, at least this group focuses on key
variables that make a difference in student
learning. I am pleased to report that Alma
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College was selected for this recognition, one of fewer
than 300 nationally.
Finally, I encourage people to seek out the track record
of an institution’s graduates. What do students do when
they graduate? Did you know that 91 percent of last
year’s Alma College graduates were placed in jobs and/
or graduate or professional schools within six months
in spite of many doing so in the state with the highest
or second highest unemployment rate in the nation,
depending on the month? This percentage is actually a
bit lower than previous years.
Alma’s graduate and professional school placement
rate is equally positive. Ninety-one percent of the Alma
College pre-medical students were accepted into one
or more medical schools last year; the national average
is slightly below 47 percent. A similarly astounding 90
percent of our pre-law students were accepted in law
school, benchmarked against a national average some
30 percentile points lower.

The bottom line is no single measure of institutional
quality is sufficient; the best measures are those that
demonstrate the outcomes of an Alma education more
than the inputs. The national ratings are here to stay
because they sell magazines. And in fairness, they do
raise important questions about institutional quality and
accountability. The fallacy is in assuming that U.S. News
and World Report, or any other snapshot of this complex
process called education, adequately assesses quality.
As Alma College Campaign Chair Mart Johnson so aptly
states in our campaign video, “the proof is in our graduates.” The successes of our alumni are the true and best
test of Alma College’s quality. I am sure the class of 2007
will continue to demonstrate the quality of an Alma education as they join the ranks of Alma alumni.

Alma College President
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transformation is taking
place in many newspaper
offices across the country,
and Karen Magnuson ’78 is
one of the leading voices trumpeting
the change.

“Users want information on demand,” says Magnuson, president
of the Associated Press Managing
Editors, the international association
of newspaper editors in the United
States and Canada. “Before, newspapers delivered information when it
was convenient for them. Now, we
have to deliver information 24/7.”
Twenty-four hour cable news networks along with technological
advances in cell phones, personal
digital assistants (PDAs), Web sites
and online communication have
forced newspapers to change the way
they approach news delivery. For a
growing number of people, reading a
printed newspaper delivered daily to
their home is no longer adequate.
Magnuson, executive editor of the
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle
in western New York, has identified innovation as her top priority
for APME. She practices what she
preaches; she has helped her own
newspaper adapt to new technologies
and methods of news delivery.
“We have created the Rochester
Information Center, which offers
information to our users in multiple
platforms, including the Web, PDAs
and television,” she says. “We work
with our broadcast partners to get our
information on television. We have
created a miniature TV studio in the
middle of our newsroom so reporters can comment on breaking news
for our TV partners. We also provide
podcasts and a weekly vodcast — a
podcast with video.”
Newspapers must stay on top of these
new delivery technologies if they are
to remain relevant in an increasingly
technological society, says Magnuson.
“We have to be nimble with the
times,” she says. “Editors are facing
a dramatically changing landscape.
Editors need to be more innovative in
reaching out to new audiences.

“Will newspapers die? Not in my
lifetime,” she says. “I love newspapers. Even though national
newspaper readership is declining,
our circulation is increasing. Some
people continue to be seven-day subscribers. Others want to pick up the
news when they want to read about
something specific. There are a lot of
pass alongs — people who go to the
coffee shop, for example, and pass
around a newspaper.”

Refusing to take short cuts
In addition to innovation, Magnuson
has identified newsroom diversity,
freedom of information, professional
development, and raising money as
goals for APME in 2007.
“The newspaper industry at large
does not accurately reflect the diversity of the country,” says Magnuson.
“It’s important for newspapers to have
diverse newsrooms and to cover all
aspects of our communities.”
Magnuson, whose 30-year journalism
career began at Alma College where
she was managing editor of The
Almanian, was elected to the APME

board in 2000 after attending APME
conferences and becoming involved in
committee work. After two years, she
jumped on the leadership ladder and
has served as a committee chair, board
secretary and vice president.
As APME president, she is frequently
sought out for comment on national
issues related to the First Amendment and freedom of information.
For example, in February 2007 she
was quoted in news stories about the
release of the audiotapes of former
White House aide I. Lewis “Scooter”
Libby’s grand jury testimony.
“This is a victory for the public’s right
to know,” Magnuson was quoted in
the newspaper articles. “Audio adds a
layer of information that citizens can
use to become more informed about
the way the government operates.”
Her colleagues describe her as energetic, passionate and driven. In an
article in the fall 2006 edition of the
APME News, Phil Currie, senior vice
president/news for Gannett, the parent company for the Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, credits her determination and drive for her success.

Karen Magnuson’s goals for APME
Karen Magnuson became the 70th president of the Associated Press Managing
Editors in October 2006. The following are her goals for the organization.
1. Innovation with integrity:
Help editors become better innovators to reach more news
consumers more frequently.
2. Devotion to diversity:
Advance commitment to increasing diversity in newsrooms with a
special focus on retention.
3. Focus on First Amendment:
Fight for freedom of information and aggressive watchdog
journalism on multiple platforms.
4. Professional development with impact:
Give editors the tools they need through training and other means
so they are effective leaders during a time of dramatic change.
5. Planning for the future:
Lead a fundraising campaign to strengthen APME so it will
continue to provide professional development and a productive twoway link to the AP for many years to come.
Source: APME News, fall 2006
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“My mom was born in Scotland and
“One of Karen’s great strengths is
UPI as a reporter in Chicago; opened
brought her highland dancing skills
her ‘can do’ attitude that combines a
a UPI news bureau in Iowa; manwith her,” she says. “She had a school
aged news bureaus in Springfield, Ill.,
collaborative effort with an upbeat
in Detroit. I took up Scottish dancing,
and Salt Lake City; and served as a
personality,” says Currie. “Karen
competed in the Highland Festival
regional executive for California.
has embraced innovation online and
Games in Alma and fell in
is heading an effort in her
love with Alma College.”
newsroom to integrate print,
online and broadcast. This
Since Alma College didn’t
Writing with a ‘Twist’
combination is essential in
offer a major in journaltoday’s world.”
Karen Magnuson is not the
ism, Magnuson developed a
only former Almanian editor
Program of Emphasis and
Michael G. Kane, president
enjoying a successful journaltook advantage of internand publisher of the Demoism career. Kristin Allen Bull
crat and Chronicle, described
ship opportunities to learn
’95 came to Alma College
Magnuson’s leadership skills
her profession.
intent on becoming an English
in the same article.
“I wanted to study jourteacher, but her experience
“Karen inspires her staff
nalism,
but I realized that
with the student newspaper
through personal leaderpeople
don’t
typically go to a
Kristin Allen Bull ’95
changed her plans.
ship,” says Kane. “She
small school to study jourToday, Bull is a free-lance writer and contributor to
nalism,” she says. “My theory
refuses to take shortcuts in
Twist, a Sunday tabloid magazine published by the
was that I could go to a small
preparing the daily news
Detroit Free Press.
school like Alma and receive
report in print and online.
more individual attention
She communicates fully
“Twist is a magazine that features stories of interest to
and have better opportunities
with staff, management
women, especially those living in the metro Detroit
for internships.”
peers and readers. She is
area,” says Bull. Her stories typically focus on people,
creative and pushes those
health issues, personal growth and relationships.
The strategy worked. In adaround her — including
dition to serving as managing
Her work for the Free Press is the latest stop in Bull’s
her colleagues throughout
editor of The Almanian, she
newspaper career. She was city editor at the Adrian
the operation — to consider
worked as a student writer in
Daily Telegram and a writer, editor and graphic artist
all possible solutions.
the
public relations office. She
for the Kansas City Star.
also had paid internships with
“The walls of the newsroom
“I came to Alma to study English and become a teachthe Alma Daily Record Leader
corridors are covered with
er,”
says Bull. “Dr. [John] Ottenhoff suggested I join
and Mount Pleasant Timesawards, recognition and
The Almanian in my junior year, and I took his advice.
News. Part of her POE was
thanks for the quality of the
I started as a writer and immediately liked it – the
taking journalism classes for a
work performed by Karen
writing, meeting people and learning about the comsemester at Central Michigan
and her colleagues. She
munity. I became co-editor during my senior year.”
University.
is quick to give them the
Bull took an internship at the Morning Sun newspacredit,” he says.
“When I decided to be a
per in Mount Pleasant to further her training. After
journalist, it was when All the
Inspired by
graduating from Alma, she enrolled in graduate school
President’s Men by Woodward
All the President’s Men
at Michigan State University to continue her study of
and Bernstein came out after
journalism.
Magnuson joined the DemoWatergate,” she says. “There
crat and Chronicle as managHer husband, Kevin, is an assistant sports editor at
was a heightened interest
ing editor in 1999 and was
the Free Press. They live in Rochester Hills with their
in journalism. I felt more
named executive editor in
children, Brady, 4, and Caroline, 1.
comfortable at Alma with
2001. Prior to that, she was
the individual attention I
managing editor of the
received.”
Wichita Eagle. She also
— Mike Silverthorn
‘The best years of my life’
served as managing editor of
the Valley Times in PleasanShe describes her time at
ton, Calif., and editor of the Oxnard
Her first full-time job after graduatAlma College as “the best years of my
Press-Courier in Oxnard, Calif.
ing from Alma College was city edilife.”
Sturgis
Daily
News.
tor
at
the
She worked for six years in middle
“I loved my years at Alma College;
management at the Daily News of Los
Originally from the Detroit area,
it was where I first learned to be a
Angeles and as a writer and bureau
Magnuson came to Alma College
leader,” she says. “In addition to being
manager for seven years with United
because of highland dancing.
managing editor of The Almanian, I
Press International. She started with
was captain of the Kiltie Lassie Dance
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Team and vice president for the Alpha Theta sorority. I’ve been building
on those experiences ever since.
“Alma also taught me about versatility,” she says. “With a liberal arts
education, you learn a lot about a lot.
The POE set me up to learn a lot of
different subjects. It helped teach me
how to think critically and how to ask
the right questions. Alma also taught
me about teamwork. In the various organizations, you could not get
things done without understanding
team dynamics and learning how to
inspire others.”
When she isn’t working, Magnuson
enjoys wine tasting, playing with her
dogs, boating, reading and spending time with her husband, Tod. She
stopped dancing when she graduated
from college but looks back on her
dancing years fondly.
“I work hard, but I also play hard,”
she says. “I embrace my professional
life with lots of gusto and passion,
and I try to do the same with my
non-professional life.”
— Mike Silverthorn
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Former athlete, Almanian
writer uses journalism skills to
promote the outdoors
As early as eighth grade,
Mike Gnatkowski ’78 was
told that he had a
knack for writing.
However, his primary
interests in his growingup years were fishing, hunting
and playing baseball.
Duck hunting on Saginaw Bay, nightly
fly fishing forays to the AuSable River
and chasing pheasant in the fields
surrounding Saginaw were boyhood
rituals for him. His early exposure to
the outdoors planted a seed that would
later grow to inspire his educational
and occupational vocations.
Today, Gnatkowski is a book author,
freelance outdoor writer and photographer. His feature articles and
photos have appeared on the covers
and pages of hundreds of regional
and national outdoor magazines and
newspapers, including Ducks Unlimited, In-Fisherman, North American
Fisherman, Great Lakes Angler, Wildfowl, Game & Fish Publications, and
many others.
He has been on the staff of Great
Lakes Angler Magazine and has written columns for Michigan Out-ofDoors Magazine.
In addition to his writing, many of
his award-winning photos have been
honored by the Michigan Outdoors
Writers Association as some of the
best in their field.
While attending Alma College, he
discovered his love of the outdoors
could be combined with his writing
and photography skills.

“Growing up as a middle
school and high school student, some of my teachers
brought it to my attention
that they liked reading
what I wrote on essay
tests and such,” he says.
“They encouraged me to
write for my high school
newspaper.”
After graduating from
Saginaw Eisenhower
High School, Gnatkowski came to Alma,
primarily to play baseball and major
in biology. On the athletic field, he
completed a stellar career by being
named to the Michigan Intercollegiate
Athletic Association All-Conference
team for three consecutive years,
was chosen the league’s most valuable player in 1976, and received All
American recognition his senior year.
Academically, Gnatkowski was
encouraged by one of his professors
to design a Program of Emphasis in
biological journalism and outdoor
writing that included classes as an
intern at Michigan Out-of-Doors
Magazine, studies of outdoor magazine markets, creative writing and
submitting manuscripts and photographs to outdoor publications.
He was first published in Michigan
Out-of-Doors in 1976 while a student at Alma. He also wrote for The
Almanian.
“I never could have combined writing
with biology at a bigger school like I
was able to do at Alma,” says Gnatkowski, who remembers Jim Tipton,
Dick Roeper and Ron Kapp as influential faculty members.

features more than 100 recipes to
prepare everything from fish to venison to fowl and includes sections on
cleaning game and fish, field dressing,
storage and freezing, hors d’oeuvres,
soups, chowders and chilies.
Since 1986, Gnatkowsh has consolidated his various interests and
business endeavors to form Gnat’s
Enterprises Inc., which includes
Gnat’s River Charters and Gnat’s
Charter Service. Considered one of
the top river guides in the country,
Gnatkowski has guided anglers on
the Pere Marquette, Big Manistee and
Muskegon rivers for more than 20
years. He specializes in catching trout,
steelhead and salmon.
A licensed U.S. Coast Guard captain
since 1998, he also offers Great Lakes
charters for trout, salmon and steelhead out of Ludington.
— Mike Silverthorn

Most recently, Gnatkowski has published Wild Game Simple, a book of
wild game and fish recipes. The book
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Successful multi-sport athlete publishes book on cycling and life

12

Life is like riding a bike, says Jim
Elsenheimer ’86. Both are essentially
simple, yet infinitely intricate.
Elsenheimer, using his pen name
Jim Edwards, has written an innovative book about the connections
between cycling and life. Like Riding
a Bike: A Cycle Logical Exploration of
Life (Xlibris, 2006) explores his experiences in cycling and extends them
to discuss universal truths about life.
His insights relate well to other pursuits, including personal growth, relationships and even business. He finds life
lessons in the most common cycling experiences, beginning
with balance – the basis for both cycling and living.
“I wrote Like Riding a Bike primarily because it was in me
and I had to get it out,” says Elsenheimer, who works as an
instructional designer and performance specialist. “I had
been noticing many connections between cycling and life
for a long time, and I needed a way to sort them out.”
Athletes are constantly looking to improve their performance. Elsenheimer attempts to take that mind-set and
discipline beyond sports.
“There weren’t any personal development books based on
cycling,” explains Elsenheimer, “so I decided to give it a go. I
started by capturing experiences and thoughts from my time
spent cycling. What I ended up with is something rather
original that is instructive, inspirational and, most importantly, practical.”
A lifelong cyclist, Elsenheimer is an accomplished runner,
duathlete and triathlete who consistently places at the top of
his age group in local events. His race experiences include
competing in the duathlon national championships and running the Boston Marathon.
A psychology major, Elsenheimer completed several philosophy and religious studies courses at Alma, providing
him with a broad understanding of life perspectives.
“I think one of the biggest lessons of Like Riding a Bike is
to appreciate everything you have in life,” he says. “And
I don’t mean just to acknowledge it; I mean to look at it,
see what it means to you, find the value in it, and learn all
you can from it. There’s a depth and richness in even the
simplest things, if you take the time to explore it. Once you
learn that skill, it can stay with you for the rest of your life,
like riding a bike.”
As a student, Elsenheimer founded the Alma College
Cycling and Cross Country Skiing Club. He also was a
member of the choir under faculty director Will Nichols.
“Dr. Nichols’ perseverance and drive for excellence inspired me,” he says.
Like Riding a Bike can be ordered through online retailers such as Amazon.com, BarnesAndNoble.com and
Borders.com.
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Memorial scholarship
remembers Matt Reinke ‘06

Former classmates, faculty and friends have
established a scholarship as a lasting tribute to
Matt Reinke ’06, who passed away suddenly
from a brain aneurysm on July 16, 2006 at the
age of 23.

the scholarship, including the first Matthew
J. Reinke Scholarship Fund 5K Run/Walk,
which took place March 31 on the Alma
College campus. More than $6,800 has been
raised so far.

“Matt was a great guy, an exercise and health
science major who played football and was
interested in teaching and coaching,” says
John Davis, his faculty advisor. “He would
have made a great teacher and coach. He was
a pleasure to have in class. His classroom experience in EHS and education gave him the
background to excel in classroom teaching.

Reinke was an active student at Alma. He
played on the football team, helping the Scots
to two MIAA championships during his playing career. He was an avid volunteer, working
with Habitat for Humanity.

“Over the years, I had many conversations
with Matt about his teaching. It was clear that
he was excited about having the opportunity
to play a role in the academic and social development of his future students,” says Davis.
The Matthew J. Reinke Memorial Scholarship
will go to an Alma College junior or senior
interested in teaching and coaching and who
displays good character and sportsmanship.
Students in the Exercise and Health Science
Honor Society organized several fund raising activities to raise the $10,000 to endow

He did his student teaching at Clare High
School, where he coached the ski team, which
further reinforced his calling to be a teacher
and coach.
“Matt’s passion was to teach and coach the
youth of central Michigan,” said his parents,
Jim and Julie Reinke. “He had a positive effect on all who knew him, and he would have
been a fantastic role model.”
Individuals wishing to contribute to the scholarship may call 1-800-291-1312, extension
1, or visit the Alma Web site at www.alma.
edu and click on “online giving” under the
“Alumni and Friends” heading.
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Searching the stars
Alma astronomer compiles
star database

“Blue stars have 10 to 60 times the mass of the
sun. The more mass a star has, the quicker
it goes through its life cycle. After 20 million
years, they become supernovas,” he says.
Astronomers from all over the world use
Reed’s online database, including large groups
of blue star researchers in Argentina and
France. Blue stars have value in studies of
galactic structure and chemistry, regions of
star birth, and supernova physics.
Reed has devoted more than 15 years to building the database. He monitors astronomy and
physics research journals for new information
about blue stars, which he adds to his database
on a weekly, if not daily, basis.

Cameron Reed is an admitted stargazer.
The Alma College professor of physics,
though, has his eyes set on a specific kind
of star — the luminous hot, blue ones
found in the spiral arms of galaxies like
the Milky Way.
Blue stars are hot, extremely rare, shortlived and massive — as much as 60 times
as massive as the Earth’s Sun. There are
an estimated 200,000 blue stars in the
Milky Way — a drop in the bucket compared to the approximately 400 billion
stars in all.
Reed has developed the world’s largest
comprehensive database on these hot,
blue stars. The database contains more
than 60,000 lines of information on the
characteristics of close to 19,000 individual stars, including their positions in
the sky and photometric and spectral data
that are important to astronomers.
“These are stars in the bluish spiral patterns of the galaxy,” says Reed. “The
bluish color is due to very high surface
temperatures. They are extremely rare
and live to only about 20 million years,
compared to our sun, which is five billion
years old.

“I started as a graduate student, when I
realized that nobody has compiled all the
information that is known about these stars,”
he says. “This project kind of grew on me.
Researchers who are interested in these kinds
of stars have told me they use the database
and publish research articles based on the
information in the database.
“Being at a place like Alma College is ideal
because I can work on the database while I
teach,” he says. “I don’t need vast research
grants to continue my work.”
Reed, an Alma faculty member since 1992,
teaches a range of courses, from freshmanlevel physics to senior-level quantum mechanics. He has published more than 80 research
papers in peer-reviewed physics and astronomy journals. He has a Ph.D. in physics from
the University of Waterloo, Canada.
“One of the things that interested me in astronomy was that it covers the extreme range
of physics,” he says. “You need to know about
atoms and how they react, and you need to
know about processes that happen at the
nuclear level. Astronomy integrates various
time scales, from the billion year life cycles of
stars to the supernova explosions that occur in
a single second. It involves an extreme range
of physics, motion, time and energy.”
Reed also is the author of a new textbook,
Quantum Mechanics, written especially for
junior-level students at small colleges. The
textbook, which includes 425 pages, 10 chapters, and a 200-page solutions manual, will be
published later in 2007.
— Mike Silverthorn
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Hiking the Appalachian Trail
A leisurely hike in the woods is one thing.
A continuous five-month, 2,000-mile trek
through the Appalachian Mountains is something entirely different.
A hearty group of individuals known as
thru-hikers annually test the limits of human
endurance when they embark on a springthrough-summer hike from Georgia to Maine
on the Appalachian Trail.
John Davis, Alma’s Dana Professor of Exercise
and Health Science, and a team of students are
investigating the physiological and nutritional
challenges that thru-hikers face.
Testing includes a number of physiological
measures, including heart rate, blood pressure,
aerobic fitness, body composition and muscle
strength.
“The hike along the Appalachian Trail is one
of the toughest ultra-endurance activities that
occurs — hiking day after day, about 15 to 20
miles a day, for four to five months,” says Davis. “I’ve always been interested in the limits of
human performance and the kinds of changes
that take place during this kind of endurance
activity. This research is a good fit for my academic interest.”

Davis began pre-testing in March at the start of the
trail in Dahlonega, Georgia, located about an hour
north of Atlanta. In May, Davis and seven Alma
College students began testing thru-hikers along the
trail. Post-testing is planned in September. He hopes
to test up to 50 subjects as part of the project.
“I expect to find that people get in better shape as
they go along, that their aerobic fitness goes up and
they lose body fat,” says Davis, who is on a sabbatical
from teaching to focus on his research.
“There are several other factors to study,” he says.
“For example, are there differences in male and
female physiological responses? Also, only 20 percent
of the people who start the hike finish. Why do
people stop? I want to look at attrition. The reasons
for stopping may not always be physiological. Some
may stop for psychological or personal reasons.”
Davis also will consider age. Most thru-hikers fall in
the 25-and-under or 50-and-older age groups.
“To date, no studies have comprehensively studied
the physiological and nutritional challenges that
thru-hikers face,” says Davis. “This research will be
helpful to future long distance hikers and the scientific community. It will help us answer the question:
How far can humans push themselves?”
Previous research by Davis includes studies on the
effects of moderate altitude exposure on exercise
and cardiovascular responses and the use of resistive
exercise as a means of improving physical function in
the elderly.
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— Mike Silverthorn
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I love my job

R

ose Peck has
been more than
just an employee at Alma College
for the past 45 years. She has been
a vital part of its culture, making
a point to know every student,
faculty and staff person who
crosses her path.
She rarely misses a football game,
concert or play. She still connects
with many of the 240 students she
has employed in the Mailroom
and Printing Center over the
years. She represents the College
on numerous community groups
as an active volunteer.
“I go to these things because I like
working at Alma College,” says
Peck. “When you like your job,
you want to be connected. You
just feel a part of it. If it’s just a
job with a paycheck, it doesn’t
make you whole.
“I love my job,” she says. “I really
will miss it. I like the variety, the
students, the people who come into
the office. Everybody has something to add to the institution.”
Born and raised on a farm outside
of Alma, Rose first learned about
a job opening at the College while
she was working at Graph Ads in
Alma in the spring of 1962. She
lived next door to former faculty
member Florence Kirk, who told
Rose about an opening for a secretary in the Duplicating Center,
which later became the Copy
Center and is now the Mailing
and Printing Center.
“I informed her that I had not
completed a degree,” says Rose.
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“Her remark was, ‘you are smart
enough to work at Alma, and
don’t let anyone tell you differently.’ A few days later, I mustered
up enough courage to pick up an
application, fill it out and return
it. On July 30, 1962, I was hired.”
Her first boss was Vice President
for Finance Stephen Meyer, who
was “stern, honest and you knew
where you stood with him. He
was a very fair man,” says Rose.
“Alma College in 1962 was a real
family,” she recalls. “It was smaller then, with about 500 students.
Robert Swanson was president,
and everybody loved Swannie.”
She has received numerous citations for her work both at the college and in the community. She
was named “secretary of the year”
at Alma College in 1988 and has
chaired the College’s Community
Fund Drive for several years. She
also has been a sorority mom for
Alpha Theta.
The Rose Peck Endowed Scholarship was created in honor of
her years of service at Alma
College. Already fully funded by
129 alumni and friends, the first
scholarship went to Emily Boerman, a sophomore last fall.
With retirement on the horizon,
Rose is preparing for the next
stage in her life.
“I want to travel a little bit, and
get more involved in a few activities in the community,” she says.
— Mike Silverthorn

Dr. John Gibson, a 2007 retiree, has shared his excitement about physics since he first began teaching at Alma
College in 1968. Through the years he has continually
upgraded and revised his lectures and labs to make
them more modern so that his students would know and
understand physics.
He has taught and encouraged many students to learn
how to operate amateur radio and become qualified for
their “ham” radio license. His interest in robotics led to
collaboration with
a student in 1982
to build an experimental transmobile
known as “e.t.2,” not
the more popular
“extra terrestrial”
from the movie E.T.
that was released a
few years later.
Working with a
colleague in more
recent years, the two
created a device ulti1969 Physics laboratory with professors Louis
mately known as the
Toller (right) and John Gibson (left)
“flinger” to enable
people confined to a wheel chair the ability to shoot free
throws in a basketball game.
A National Science Foundation grant, which Gibson
wrote, resulted in the College obtaining a satellite
receiving system. Alma was one of just a few places
nationally to have the system and have it available to
students.
Gibson has been the recipient of the Outstanding Professor in the Natural Sciences division three times, and received the Barlow Award for Faculty Excellence in 2004.

Gibson (center) working with Physics students

Physics professor, ‘flinger’ creator retires
thistle
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Alma

College

named a
College of
Distinction

Alma College is one of
240 colleges in the nation
selected for inclusion in the
inaugural Colleges of Distinction guidebook, which
profiles colleges that are
consistently recognized for
quality teaching, the kinds
of experiences available to
students, and how well students do after they graduate.
Colleges of Distinction
honors colleges that excel
in key areas of educational
quality, according to Ruth
McClelland-Nugent, an
editor for the publication.
An independent committee of national education
experts evaluated schools
in four categories: engaged
students, great teaching,
vibrant communities and
successful outcomes.
“This is a great honor for
any college,” says McClelland-Nugent. “The schools
in this book are some of the
very best in the country.
Some are household names,
some are ‘hidden gems,’ but
they are all great places to
get an education.”
Alma is one of only four
Michigan colleges selected.

“Alma College is very pleased
to be recognized for those
institutional qualities that
matter most, such as quality
of teaching, the kinds of experiences available to students,
and how well students do after they graduate,” said Alma
President Saundra Tracy.
“This is the kind of information families and prospective
students should most seek in
considering which college is
right for them.”
The Colleges of Distinction
guidebook is designed to
help high school students and
their parents find a college
that will be the right fit for
their individual personalities
and career objectives.
The colleges and universities listed in the guidebook
include schools from every
area of the country. Their
average student-faculty ratio
is 13-to-1, and most have an
average class size of around
20. The schools vary in size
from universities of 7,000 to
small liberal arts colleges of
1,000 or fewer students.
Alma College has a studentfaculty ratio of 13-to-1, an
average class size of 16, and an
enrollment of 1,215 students.
— Mike Silverthorn
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Stratton honored for service learning

Brehm wins NCAA postgraduate scholarship

Michigan Campus Compact awarded faculty member S. Brian Stratton
with an MCC Faculty/Staff Community Service-Learning Award.
The award recognizes Stratton’s
influence on and engagement of students to be involved in community
service or service-learning initiatives
through modeling, instructing and
special projects.
Stratton has integrated service learning into several
courses, such as “Biblical Ethics and Community Service” and “Bible and Society.” This past winter, Stratton
involved students in his “Heritage of Islam” class in a
civic engagement “transforming dialogues” project with
Marygrove College students. The project was co-taught
by Yavuz Demir, Alma’s Visiting Fulbright Scholar from
Turkey, and Marygrove’s Loren Scribner.

Students volunteer during alternative breaks
More than 100 Alma College students and staff modeled
“service over self” when they embarked on Alternative
Break service trips to
six locations throughout
the United States during
their winter break. This
year’s projects included:
• working on a Habitat for Humanity
home in Belen, New
Mexico. Manual labor
which included dry
walling, framing,
roofing and other
home building tasks;

Josh Brehm, the 2006 Gagliardi
Trophy recipient as the best
player in Division III football,
was awarded a $7,500 NCAA
Postgraduate Scholarship.
The NCAA awards up to 174
postgraduate scholarships annually — 87 for men and 87
for women. The scholarships
are awarded to student-athletes who excel academically
and athletically and who are
in their final year of intercollegiate athletics competition.
The one-time scholarships are awarded for fall, winter
and spring sports at the end of each season.
“This is a tremendous honor for both Josh and Alma
College,” says John Leister, interim athletic director.
“Josh is the consummate scholar-athlete, and I am proud
that Alma College was able to give him the platform to
shine both athletically and academically.”
Brehm is the 12th Alma College athlete to receive the
NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship, and the first since
Dustin Armstrong in 2000. Other recipients have included Keith Bird in 1967, John Becker in 1969, John
Fuzak in 1970, Don Yehle in 1971, Stuart TenHoor in
1976, Todd Friesner in 1979, Kelly Spaulding in 1990,
Rainy Inman in 1997, Marisa Proctor in 1998 and Eric
Brands in 1999.

Model UN team tops... Again!
For the 11th straight year, Alma’s Model United Nations
team captured the top award at the National Model UN
Conference.

• constructing wheelchair ramps at private homes in
Nashville, Tenn., for United Cerebral Palsy of Middle
Tennessee;
• assisting teachers and students in classroom and afterschool programs at an urban elementary school in
Philadelphia;
• constructing trails in the Smoky Mountain section of
the Sundquist Wildlife Management Area in LaFollette, Tenn.;

Competing in New York City March 20 through 25,
Alma student delegations representing Algeria and Fiji
each received “outstanding delegation” recognition. This
is the 11th year in a row that at least one Alma student
delegation has been awarded the top honor and the sixth
time in seven years that Alma has had two “outstanding
delegations” at the national conference.
“The Alma students had the best performance of any
school at the conference,” says Derick “Sandy” Hulme,
faculty advisor. “It was the finest performance of any
Model UN Team that Alma has had and the finest
performance I’ve seen in 15 years. What is remarkable
is that this is the youngest team we’ve ever had with two
freshmen, 10 sophomores, seven juniors and four seniors.
So the best is yet to come.”

• assisting with Hurricane Katrina clean-up efforts in
Louisiana with National Relief Network of Greenville, Mich.;
• working to relieve urban poverty through various
agencies coordinated by Myers Park Presbyterian
Church in Charlotte, N.C.
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Marcus Hong Earns 2007 Barlow Trophy
Alma College senior Marcus Hong of Charlotte, N.C., is
the 2007 winner of the Barlow Trophy, Alma’s most prestigious award for a graduating senior.
Presented at Alma’s annual Honors Convocation on
Thursday, April 5, the Barlow Trophy recognizes academic
achievement for a graduating senior in the top 10 percent of
the class as well as contributions to campus and community.
Established in 1949 by Dr. Joel Barlow, a 1929 honors
graduate at Alma College, the award is determined by a
vote of Alma’s Student Congress and faculty members.
Hong earned a 3.96 grade point average while pursuing
double majors in English and religious studies. He served
as a student ministry coordinator and bandleader at Dunning Memorial Chapel. He also was a resident assistant;
head English writer for the Pine River Anthology, the College’s annual published literature and arts magazine; and
campus president of the Omicron Delta Kappa National
Leadership Honorary.
His other campus activities included serving as a Student
Congress representative, member of the Alma College
Choir and “Scots on the Rocks” vocal group, student
member of the president’s Strategy and Planning Committee, founding member of the Barnabas Society, member
of Sigma Tau Delta National English Honorary, promotions manager for WQAC radio station, and participant
in alternative break mission trips to rural Appalachia and
Washington, D.C.

Nicholas Dixon

Ed Lorenz

Mollie Smith		

Erin Bernethy of Linwood, daughter of William and Kathleen Bernethy, and Melissa Hanson of Manistee, daughter
of Diane Hanson of Manistee and Alan Hanson of Traverse City, were the other Barlow nominees.
Mollie Smith Named Outstanding Senior Leader
Mollie Smith of Grand Haven received the 2007 Outstanding Senior Leadership Award, sponsored by the Alma
Leadership Alliance. Smith was elected from the Senior
Leadership Award winners by a vote of the senior class.
The other finalists were Danielle Creguer, Hilary Miller,
Kristen Minter, Megan Stevenson and Amanda Zielinski.
The Alma Leadership Alliance is a student organization
committed to bridging the transition between student and
alumni status. Nominated by campus organizations and selected by a committee of students, faculty and administrators, seniors receive Senior Leadership Awards for involvement in various areas of campus life leadership.
Trisha MacConnell Named Outstanding Senior
Trisha MacConnell of San Jose, Calif., received the Outstanding Senior Award given annually to the graduating
senior with the highest grade point average.
Outstanding Faculty, Junior Faculty Recognized
Alma College seniors recognized Nicholas Dixon, Ed
Lorenz and Tim Sipka with Outstanding Faculty Awards
at the annual Honors Convocation on Thursday, April 5.
In addition, Laura von Wallmenich was named Outstanding Junior Faculty.

Marcus Hong		

Trisha MacConnell

Laura von Wallmenich

Tim Sipka

Honors Day Recognizes Community of Scholars
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SIFE Team Wins Regional Competition

Alma’s Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) team claimed
its sixth consecutive regional championship after competing in the SIFE USA Regional Competition in Chicago
last March. The Alma team advanced to the national SIFE
competition in Dallas May 6-8.
The Alma SIFE team, consisting of 37 students, competed
against teams representing 38 colleges and universities
throughout the Midwest.
“It’s great to see the students win the regional for the sixth
straight year and advance to the nationals,” says Ron Lemmon, associate professor of business administration and
team advisor. “The competition gets tougher every year as
more teams try to compete.”
SIFE is an international non-profit organization active on
more than 1,800 college and university campuses in more
than 40 countries. SIFE teams create economic opportunities in their communities by organizing outreach projects

thistle

that teach market economics, entrepreneurship, personal
financial success skills, business ethics and financial literacy.
Alma’s SIFE group worked on 10 projects both on and off
campus throughout the past academic year. At regional
and national competitions, SIFE teams present the results
of their educational outreach projects and compete to
determine which team was most successful at creating
economic opportunity for others. Projects and presentation skills are judged by Fortune 500 senior executives,
who base their decisions on creativity, innovation and
effectiveness.
The mission of Alma College SIFE is “to raise the standard
of living in mid-Michigan by teaching the principles of
free enterprise through a variety of educational outreach
programs developed and implemented by dedicated Alma
College students,” said Lemmon.
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Honoring the faith of a father

D

avid Provost, the current chair of
the Board of Trustees and 1976
alumnus, remembers his father as a person committed to helping people in need.

The Open Windows campaign, the
largest planned fund-raising effort
in Alma history, continues to progress, with total funds received as of
May 10, 2007, at $24,501,495, which
represents 70 percent of the $35.25
million goal.
The campaign focuses on strengthening student opportunities that
build on and enhance classroom
learning. Additional information
about the Campaign and ways of
giving can be found on the Open
Windows Web site at:
http://www.alma.edu/people/
alumni/advancement/openwindows

Campaign progress
Pledges: 5,906,184
Gifts: $18,595,311
Total: $24,501,495
Percent of Goal: 69.5%
Balance Remaining: $10,748,505
figures as of 4/30/07

“I was born in Korea, where my father
was a missionary,” says Provost. “In the
1960s, he raised money to buy a bankrupt high school and create a Christian-based school. Now, it is one of the
largest high schools in South Korea,
with more than 3,000 students.
“He spent the majority of the time
raising money for scholarships, because in Korea students have to
pay to go to junior and senior high school. He raised money and
sponsored kids. That was his educational influence. He dedicated
his entire life to people who needed help,” he says.
To honor the memory of his father, Provost established the Raymond Provost Endowed Scholarship at Alma College to assist the
children of Presbyterian and Methodist pastors as well as students
active in their church youth groups.
“Alma College provided me the opportunity to attend through
scholarships,” says Provost. “I feel strongly that it is important to
support Alma College, and I also wanted to provide a scholarship
for the children of ministers.”
Provost grew up in his father’s church in Mackinaw City, the
Church of the Straits. His father passed away in 1997.
“One of his wishes was to be buried in his mission field,” he says.
“As the oldest son, I took him back to Korea to be buried.”
Provost is a regular contributor to his alma mater and supporter of
the Open Windows Campaign. He never misses giving annually to
the Alma Fund and financially supports a variety of other initiatives, including the David Provost Strategic Advancement Fund.
“The strength of our degree is directly related to the strength of
the College, and so alumni support is necessary to assure that Alma
College remains one of the best institutions in the State of Michigan,” he says. “Since many alumni received scholarships to attend
Alma, we have an obligation to help future students share in the
same quality experiences we had.”
Provost is chairman and CEO of The PrivateBank in Bloomfield
Hills. He has served on the Alma College Board of Trustees since
1994. He and his wife, Christine, live in Birmingham.
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Johnson ‘stars’ in Open Windows
campaign video

O

ne of Alma’s longest
serving trustees is
also one of its greatest
benefactors.
F. Martin Johnson, known
as “Mart” to his friends and
colleagues, has served on the
board since 1975. He also
chairs the Open Windows
Campaign Cabinet, a group
of volunteers providing
leadership for the College’s
largest fund-raising effort.
He and his wife, Dottie, have provided consistent financial support for the College throughout the years — an
act he describes as an obligation as part of his role as a
member of the Board of Trustees.
“Trustees need to provide financial support to the institution,” he says. “I have taken the position that I have to
help repay the cost provided by someone else who made
it possible for the College to exist. The generations of
giving by others make it possible for young people to
attend Alma. Some people can’t give at the same level of
others, but there’s a real obligation for trustees to financially support the institution.”
Johnson did not attend Alma. He majored in engineering at Stanford University and has a master’s degree
from the Harvard Business School. Despite not attending Alma, he feels a special link to the College. He grew
up in a Presbyterian family. His sister, Esther Johnson
Frandsen, attended Alma, and his mother and father
always were supportive of the College.
“I was always interested in education,” he says. “I considered the opportunity to be involved in college governance at Alma as a big honor.
“I was very lucky to spend time with former president
Bob Swanson; he was a remarkable person,” says Johnson. “Oscar Remick, Alan Stone and Saundra Tracy also
have been important to me in that they helped me in my
own growth as a manager of people; they gave me a close
look at other leadership styles. And the trustees I have
served with have been remarkable people.”

Last summer, Johnson was asked to participate in the production of the Open Windows campaign video. Shooting
took place on a warm summer day outside of the Hood
Building. It was his first “acting” experience since high
school. The video can be viewed on the College’s Web site.
“I was in a play at Grand Haven High School, though it
was not a major role,” laughs Johnson. “My teacher came
up to me after the performance and said, ‘Man, you look
like a stick on stage.’ That ended my career right there.”
Johnson serves as a spokesman for the Campaign because
he believes in the need to increase the College’s endowment.
“We need money to be invested so that there are resources
to keep the institution going,” he says. “Dottie and I
support the Center for Responsible Leadership — that’s
where we have designated our gifts.  But I can think of
25 other things that alumni can support. We need to have
these resources to improve our facilities and provide enhanced educational opportunities for our students.”
Johnson is retired chairman of the board and former
CEO and president for JSJ Corporation. He and Dottie
live in Grand Haven.

Campaign gift supports
Percussion Ensemble

A

ttending homecoming is an annual occurrence for
alumni Dave ’60 and Pat ’59 Hubbard. They are familiar with the typical homecoming routine and activities.
But something different happened at homecoming
last October. They attended the campaign kickoff
concert by the Alma College Percussion Ensemble.
“We’ve always come back for homecoming, but this
was the first time the Percussion Ensemble performed
on the Friday night before homecoming Saturday,” says
Pat. “We were very impressed. We didn’t know that the
student musicians made such a great sound. We were
impressed with the director and the enthusiasm of the
young people.”

The performance prompted the Hubbards to donate a
significant gift to Alma College as part of the Open Windows Campaign to support the purchase of new percussion instruments.
“I am deeply grateful because this gift has opened doors
for our students,” said Dave Zerbe, faculty director.
“Many of the instruments we had been using were owned
continued on page 25
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Grateful students
Gazmararian Endowed Global Experience Program supports international study
More than a dozen students came to
express their thanks and talk about
their experiences.
The purpose of the George Gazmararian Endowed Global Experience
Program is to expand opportunities
for business administration majors
and minors to experience foreign
study. To date, more than 50 students
have received support from the endowed program.
“The program reflects Professor
Emeritus Gazmararian’s deep commitment to global education and the
preparation of students to understand and appreciate other cultures,”
says Carol Hyble, vice president for
advancement.

Student express their thanks to retired professor George Gazmarian (far right).

G

eorge Gazmararian was on
campus last spring, and students Brandon Shorter, Terra
Teague, Mark Lavengood and Kelly
Schwartzkopf just wanted to stop by
and say “thank-you.”
Without Gazmararian’s assistance,
their opportunities for international
study would not have been possible.

Shorter, a senior business administration major from Alanson, traveled to
London for a “Medieval Literature
in England” Spring Term course. “
I’ve always been fascinated about that
era,” he says. “It’s a phenomenal opportunity to experience it first hand.”
Shorter starts a full-time job at Ernst
and Young in Detroit in September.

Schwartzkopf, a junior from Rochester, traveled to Scotland as part of a
Spring Term class.“I definitely would
not have been able to go without the
scholarship,” she says.

Monroe junior Terra Teague plans
a busy summer that includes travel
to China, an internship at Ernst and
Young in Detroit, and an August trip
to Brussels.

Lavengood, a senior from Comstock
Park, received funding from Gazmararian to travel to Argentina during
his sophomore year and to Scotland
this spring.

Gazmararian’s campus visit in March
provided an opportunity to visit
with students and former faculty
colleagues during a luncheon in the
Tyler-Van Dusen Campus Center.
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During his tenure at Alma, Gazmararian was director of the international business administration
program he helped establish in 1981.
He taught nine Spring Term international business courses, two years
in Paris and seven years in Brussels.
Eight times Alma seniors elected him
the outstanding professor in the social
sciences division.
The global experience program
supports Spring Term international
study as well as summer-directed
study or senior projects that include
international study.
The endowed fund was made possible by donations in Gazmararian’s
honor from more than 1,000 alumni
following his retirement in 1996. The
funds were converted to the global
experience program in 2004.
Gazmararian, the Charles A. Dana
Professor Emeritus of Business
Administration, taught at Alma from
1966 until 1996. He continues to
reside in East Lansing.

The who of it…

Alumni giving

Alumni gifts affect every aspect of Alma College and make a tangible difference
each day on campus. The loyalty and dedication of our alumni have ensured the
longevity (120 years!) of our quality liberal-arts institution. Thank you to the
2,954 alumni who have contributed so far this fiscal year (2006-07), and the thousands of “loyal hearts” who continue to share their treasures and partner with us.
Alumni giving is based on a single counting of individual alumni (degreed and
non-degreed) who have made a gift of any amount, to any effort, within a given fiscal year, July 1 – June 30. (Alma College has an average of 10,000 alumni each year.)
Actual number of alumni donors over the past ten fiscal years

Campaign, continued from page 23

by the students. When the students
graduated, the instruments graduated
with them. This gift solidifies our instrument base. It gives us the ability to
play literature we couldn’t previously
perform because we didn’t have the
right instruments,” he says.
Zerbe has put the donation to good use.
The list of new instruments includes
marimbas, timpani, chimes, xylophones, steel drums, bongos, drum sets,
chimes, bells, cymbals, gongs and more.
“It’s just a huge list,” says Zerbe.
“Already, the instruments we have
received have transformed the group.
The students are performing at a different level. They can create a higher
level of sound because of the quality of the instruments. The students
were ready to move to another level of
performance, but we didn’t have the
instruments.  It’s really amazing. We
are thrilled.”

The what of it…
Whether alumni gifts support the alma fund, endowed scholarships, special programs, departments, building campaigns or athletic efforts, they collectively make
the difference in the experience we are able to offer our students. The College relies
heavily on gifts to the alma fund with its annual goal of $1 million in support of
the operating budget; this long-standing tradition touches virtually every aspect of
campus life. From scholarships (received by 99% of Alma students) to academic
programs to facility maintenance to new equipment, the alma fund nurtures the
inevitable costs of a busy, growing, higher-educational community.
The how of it…
Gifts to Alma come by mail, phone, online, or a personal visit to the Advancement
Offices. We offer easy options for making your gift:
CALL: 1-800-291-1312 with your credit card.
MAIL: Use the postpaid envelope in Accents or other mailings.
CLICK: Online giving at www.alma.edu is easy and has grown 700% in
the past few years.

The why of it…

Alumni participation affects Alma’s national rankings. The percentage of alumni
who give is critical to the College when seeking large corporate and foundation
grants. The reputation of Alma College reflects on the quality of your own degree.
This is always a critical time in our fiscal year, which ends June 30, 2007. That is
the last day for your gifts to be counted towards our goals and for your name to be
listed with your class in our fall issue Accents. If you’ve not been counted in recently,
this is a great day to start and join the ranks of regular alumni givers. Please work
with us and your fellow graduates who have already sent in their support this year.
Demonstrate your pride and faith in Alma College with your tax-deductible gift of
any amount to the 2006-07 alma fund.  
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The Percussion Ensemble has performed in concerts and festivals
throughout the country. Ensemble
members perform a combination of
traditional chamber music as well as
jazz, steel drum and world music.
The group will perform July 27 and
28 at the Centrum Jazz Festival at
Port Townsend, Washington. Alma
is the only college group that has
been invited to perform at this professional jazz festival.
The Hubbards, now retired, have
dual residences in Cheboygan and
Englewood, Fla. Dave has a degree
in finance and was vice president for
finance at Edison-Sault Electric in
Sault Ste. Marie. Pat, who has a degree in elementary education, taught
in Livonia, Royal Oak and Monroe
and substitute taught in Sault Ste. Marie. She also was director of Christian
Education at Central United Methodist Church at the Sault.
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The 2007 induction class for the Alma College Athletics Hall of Fame includes four individual athletes,
four teams, two distinguished alumni, a coach and a
lifelong friend.
They will be inducted on Sept. 29, 2007, in the Hogan
Physical Education Center. For Hall of Fame ticket
information, to make reservations or nominate a
deserving alumnus to the Hall of Fame, please contact
Alma College Athletics at (989) 463-7279.
Individual Athletes
• Bruce Gerish ’81, baseball
• Linda Ban ’82, volleyball
• Denise Schurr ’85, volleyball
• Mark Baker ’86, football, wrestling, track
Teams
• 1982 Volleyball

Athletics
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Scott Syme ’85

“

Member of the 1983 Hall of Fame Baseball Team

I had an incredible experience as a student-athlete,
and that experience was instrumental in preparing me
for life beyond Alma.

Like many college athletes, I was used to being a
starter throughout high school. However, my first
two years in baseball – including the Hall of Fame
team – and my entire career in football were spent as
a backup. During those times as I supported the team
the best that I could by practicing hard, being ready,
staying positive, rooting for my teammates, contributing to a winning climate, and pushing the starters
to perform at a higher level. At the time, I certainly
would have rather been a starter , but now I can see
the lessons I learned as a non-starter were the most
valuable lessons of all.

• 1983 Volleyball
• 1984 Volleyball
• 1983 Baseball
Coach

”

• John Chiodini, volleyball
Distinguished Alumni
• Larry Andrus ’72
• Greg Hatcher ’83
Meritorious Service
• Rose Peck

The 1984
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highland games

Baseball

team

Hall of Fame 2007
Greg Hatcher ’83

Rose Peck

“

Distinguished alumnus

“

Meritorious service inductee

My experience at Alma College as
a student-athlete was the best four
years of my life. I loved competing and being able to do it at Alma
College was a great experience
because I loved my coaches and
’83
Greg Hatcher
teammates. In addition, I was able
to play on six MIAA Championship
teams—three in wrestling and three
in baseball, which made it even more special. As I’ve gotten older and talked to my other friends who have played
college sports, it has become clear to me that nobody had
as enjoyable an experience as I did. I will always cherish
my years at Alma.

”

It was football season, the last game of the year, November
1967, at Kalamazoo. I was not supposed to be there, being
seven months pregnant with my son. The doctor told
me not to be more than an hour away from home. There
was no way I was going to miss that
game; we were tied for the championship. Denny Stolz was the coach,
the game was going well and we
needed it for the championship. Hetrick tossed a 13-yard pass to Fuzak
and we won 30-0. We all celebrated
and I was so very glad I went. At my
next doctor’s appointment, I told him
Rose Peck
the story of the game…he just smiled.

”

Larry Andrus ’72

Dana (Johnson) Gray ’85

Distinguished alumnus

Member of 1982, ’83 and ’84 Hall of Fame volleyball teams
and 1999 individual inductee

“

My freshman year I played football, basketball and baseball. During basketball season, coach Bill Klenk came up
to me and said he wanted to see me after practice. Finally,
I thought, he was going to bring me up to the varsity full
time. Instead, he said, ‘Young man, I’m not going to let
you flunk out. Every Thursday, we’re going to meet, go
over your assignments and tests and help you learn how
to study.’ And he did. I have always been indebted to
Coach Klenk for that. What’s the Alma
difference? It’s
coaches taking
individual interest and making
sure you graduate
and maximizing your student
experience.

“

Being an Alma student-athlete gave me skills that led
to the career that I have today. The confidence, work
ethic, self-esteem, and charisma that began at Alma have
followed me for the 22 years of service in my position as
teacher and coach currently in West Bloomfield School
District. More importantly, the character that I became
at Alma through my courses of study and hard work on
the courts helped me become the mom and wife that I am
today. Commitment, patience, and listening are so important in relationships and raising children and all of those
traits were part of the total package at Alma College.

”

”

Larry Andrus ’72

The 19
8
team w 2-83 Volleyb
all
ith Coa
ch Chio
dini
highland games

27

Speaking with an Accent

Alumni notes submissions
Birth and wedding announcements

Greetings, fellow Scots!
Spring is in the air and another
school year has passed. It has
gone by so fast and now, we have
another set of graduates who
have become members of the
Alumni Association. To every
graduate, congratulations and
welcome. The Association looks
forward to having you stay active
with Alma College during your
next venture and beyond.  
I am pleased to introduce the Alma Circle! The Alma Circle
is our online community that has been recently launched.
It is a new and innovated mechanism for alumni to stay
connected with former classmates and friends. I encourage
everyone to visit the alumni Web site at <www.alma.edu/
people/alumni> and sign up with the Alma Circle.
The alumni office is often asked by alumni how they can get
in touch with past classmates and friends. It is very difficult to
make this happen due to privacy issues, or people simply do
not have accurate contact information with the College. This
new Web directory will make it easy for alumni to look up
their friends, send e-mails and instant messages, and reconnect.
In addition, it enables the alumni office to send you updates
on current events at the College or any alumni events in
your area. You will also be able to create your own groups or
post job and internship possibilities for our current students.
In this changing world and the use of technology, the Alma
Circle will allow Alma College to better stay in touch with
its graduates. Please look up your record and update it if
needed. If your basic information is correct, please feel free
to expand your profile and make sure you adjust your privacy settings.
Welcome to the Alma Circle!  I look forward to chatting
with you online soon.
Sincerely,
Brent Neubecker ’95
Alumni Director  

Stay Connected! If you have recently moved to a new location, had a change in employment and wish to become involved
with the alumni Tartan Club in your region, simply contact the
Alumni Office at 1-800-291-1312 or alumnihouse@alma.edu for
more information.
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Due to space constraints, we are unable to publish
wedding or baby photos. We do not publish announcements of engagements or pregnancies, but
encourage submissions following the event.
Note submissions
Alumni notes can be submitted online at <www.
alma.edu/accents/notes/>; by returning the postage
paid envelope in this issue; or by addressing Alumni
Relations Director, Alumni Notes, Alma College,
614 W. Superior St., Alma, Mich. 48801-1599.
Photo submission
Photos can be sent electronically to
silverthorn@alma.edu.

Alumni Board Members
Brian E. Bartes ’87
Virginia Cloutier Blandford ’02
Anthony F. Catania ’94
Dana Grant Catania ’95
Katharine Mitzner Dagenais ’98
Mary K. Ecken ’95
Mary L. Ecken ’95
Donald R. Fullenwider ’65
Amy J. Gillard ’81
Kelly Klumpp Hon ’99
Joel H. Kimball ’88
Lisa Knowles ’94
Jeffrey Leestma ’78
Kevin L. Main ’00
Patrick W. McDonough ’85
Eric Miller ’87
Dr. Dale A. Nester ’75
Klotylda Hartshom Phillippi ’64
Ryan Riley ’05
Carolyn E. Schultz ’84
Daniel C. Scripps ’98
John B. Skinner ’72
Kevin M. Stanley ’00
Dr. Gary L. Stano ’83
Sheri H. Tulloch ’95
Dana L. Weston ’01
Elizabeth Wheat ’02
Deborah Zannoth ’73
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Plymouth
Alma
Royal Oak
Royal Oak
Hawthorne, CA
Indianapolis, IN
Midland
Birmingham
Petoskey
Mason
Howell
Charlotte
Royal Oak
Walled Lake
Evanston, IL
Evanston, IL
Ithaca
Plymouth
Saranac
Byron Center
Washington, DC
Mount Pleasant
Battle Creek
Livonia
Lansing
Novi
Marshall
East Lansing

alumni notes
1937

Collin Alexander ’37 now lives
in the Presbyterian Homes in Minnesota
with his wife. They plan a short vacation to
Sarasota, FL.

1938

Herb Peters ’38 was inducted into
the Rochester, Mich., High School Athletics
Hall of Fame in September 2006. A teacher,
statistician and historian, Peters is the
author of Home of the Falcons — Rochester
High School Centennial History 1882-1982.

1941	

Jeanne Speerstra Gelston ’41 still
is active and enjoying the good life at her
assisted living residence in Traverse City.
She keeps track of her family, all Alma
graduates, and stays busy taking various
trips.

1944	 Maryanne Bowen Markwick ’44
writes, “Since retiring in 2002, I have been
so busy I haven’t missed the computer, but
the pressures have been steadily mounting
and I have succumbed. I may even have
to get a cell phone, but it will be one that
doesn’t work in a car.”
1945	

Dorothy Strauss Hensel ’45 writes,
“My mother, Della Struthers Strauss, was
one of the first graduates of Alma College.
She went on to teach in Onaway for $90 per
month and then taught English at Pontiac
High School. My husband, Jack, now deceased, and I attended Alma from 1941-43
then got our degrees from Wayne State
University in 1945. Jack was a meteorologist in the U.S. Air Corps and was stationed
in Okinawa, Japan, during WWII. He was
a chemist at BASF Corp. in Wyandotte. I
was a special education teacher for 30 years
and retired in 1984 from the Detroit Public
Schools.”

1947

Don Converse ’47 and his wife,
Gwen, live in an assisted living apartment.
In April they celebrated their 58th wedding
anniversary.

1948

Amy Middleton Caverne ’48 still
enjoys working at Greenfield Village interpreting life on the Daggett and Firestone
farms. She spins, weaves, knits and cooks
in the fireplace of the 1760 Daggett Farm.
At the 1885 Firestone Farm, she weaves
textiles and cooks over a coal stove.

1949	

Melvin Budge ’49 and his wife,
Phyllis, attended homecoming but missed

many of their classmates. They have five
granddaughters in college and law school
and one grandson, Mike Budge, a freshman
at Alma College.

1951	

Robert Patterson ’51 has been
married to Margaret Pyne since August
1948, his sophomore year at Alma. They
spent their first year of marriage in the College trailer court. They have a son, daughter and two grandsons. • Charles Williams
’51 and his wife are taking a February
trip to Central America for birding and
beaches, as well as continuing their tradition of taking each of their grandchildren
to New York City for a brief stay to see the
sights.

1953	

Dick Wylie ’53 and Joan Horn
Wylie ’56 recently led their church travel
group to Holland and Belgium during tulip
time in March.

1954	

Marian Pike Huey ’54 spends
her winters in Holly Hill, FL and summers in Atlanta, MI. She is planning for
an African safari this year and Australian
vacation next year. • Jim Rickly ’54 enjoys
his golden years by traveling through the
country.

1956	

Gordon Rutherford ’56 and his
son are co-directors of Pro Secrets Baseball
Training Academy.

1957 Karen Homan Stadler ’57 is retiring from bar waitressing to spend more
time with her loved ones. She will still
reside in Owosso.
1958

Mary Heberlein-Cross ’58 and
her husband, Larry, celebrated their 50th
anniversary with a trip to Hawaii. A trip to
China highlighted 2006 after the move to
their retirement home at Lake Isabella in
central Michigan. This was Larry’s 15-year
craft project, and they hope it is finally
finished. • Phyllis Dresbach Hedberg ’58
announces the April launch of her son Bill’s
dance and exercise school. Also, her granddaughter Avery and parents will be moving
to Seattle. • Robert O’Boyle ’58 was awarded the Michigan Chapter of the American
Society of Landscape Architects President’s
Award for outstanding contribution to the
profession of landscape architecture.

1959	

Clessen Martin ’59 has retired and
is living in Pacific Grove, CA, where he
enjoys sailing in the Pacific Ocean. • Ann
Harris Ogilvie ’59 retired from Allegan
County Intermediate School District Early
Education Services in 2002. She also was
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awarded the Community Hero Award for
the Joining Forces Project of Michigan in
March 2002. Ann has three children and
13 grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
She is learning the Potowadami language
and sharing it with others. • Dick Ulrich
’59 was inducted into the Rochester, Mich.,
High School Athletics Hall of Fame in September 2006. He was a coach and administrator at Rochester.

1960

Beverly Haas Bott ’60 retired
from Isabella County several years ago,
but has been active in community service
on the village council for eight years. •
Richard Kutch ’60 retired from the public
high school after 33 years of teaching. He is
vocationally certified, has a master’s degree
and worked as an independent learning
agent. His wife, Joan, taught basic adult
education and ESL for more than 20 years.
• Thomas Vaillancour ’60 reports that his
stepson, Ezra, recently returned from serving in the U.S. Air Force in Kuwait.

1962

Richard Daugherty ’62 has been
teaching American history and American
architectural history at Macomb College
for the last 42 years. He and his wife, Janet,
have two children, David and Sarah. Sarah
has her Ph.D. in epidemiology and genetics from Johns Hopkins and is married to
Jason Weller, a budget analyst for the U.S.
House of Representatives in Washington.
Their daughter, Ana, was born Dec. 26,
2005.
David Petryna ’62 retired from Norfolk
Public Schools in June 2005. He now travels
around the United States in his RV. E-mail:
petdal@gmail.com. • Warren Slodowske
’62 spoke about new ultra-low sulfur diesel
fuels at a fleet fueling conference in St.
Louis, MO. He also addressed advanced
diesel engine technology at the Windsor
Workshop in Toronto, Canada.

1963	

Mike Maus ’63 and Jeri Lou Zettle
’62 write, “Jeri’s dad died at 94 this year
at his home in Marquette; we had visited
three weeks earlier, thank goodness. We
visited friends in England, went narrow
boating on a canal, bicycled across northern
Idaho, went to Minnesota, Michigan and
Wisconsin to be with family, and sang in
several concerts. A busy year indeed!” • Jan
Hoogstra Sansom ’63 enjoys the freedom of
retirement, seeing her seven grandchildren
and traveling. Her next trip is scheduled
for Holland and Paris. • Cheryl Hamner
Shimpach ’63 retired in April 2006.
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1964	

Marrick Jubb Behm ’64 retired to
live in Tucson, AZ. “If any of my classmates are passing through, please give us
a call at (520) 750-0871. We do travel a lot
in our RV, so if no one answers, we may be
on a trip.” • Richard Hastings ’64 enjoys
his retirement in Hawaii playing golf and
traveling.

1965	

Willis Gelston ’65 retired from
family medicine practice after 35 years. He
now is consulting for a large medical group
and spending more time traveling, hunting, skiing and camping. • Roger Kapp ’65
has completed his fifth year as an agent for
American Insurance Agency in Decatur,
AL. His son, Bill, recently accepted a position as senior pastor of the First United
Church of Christ in Sauk City, WI. Roger
and wife, Gladys, enjoy their three grandchildren. • Cornelia Schorr Landes ’65 and
16 of her classmates reunited on campus in
2005 for their 40th reunion. Four of them
were thrilled to sing with the choir and
miss Dr. Sullivan and Miriam Belleville
greatly. In August 2006, Cornelia and five
classmates reunited at Torch Lake.

1966	

Robert Miner ’66 received his
MD degree at the University of Michigan
in 1971 and passed his exams to become
a Board certified psychiatrist in 1979. He
now operates Christian Psychiatry with
complementary alternative interest in
Grand Rapids. • Dail F. Prucka ’66 received the Michigan High School Athletic
Association’s Charles E. Forsythe Award
and was elected to the Jefferson Public
Schools School Board in 2006.

1968

Mason Cobb ’68 announces
the 2005 opening of Victoria Healthcare
Vietnam in Ho Chi Min City. Mason and
his wife live there most of the year. The
clinic is doing well and may expand in the
coming year. • Richard Douglass ’68, in his
20th year as a professor of health administration at Eastern Michigan University, has
received his second Fulbright Scholar grant
in the last six years to continue his work in
Ghana, West Africa. • Diane Henne Warren ’68 is director of the New Builds and
Transitions team with Starwood Hotels and
Resorts. Daughter Abigail is an attorney.
Daughter Margaret is in her first year of
medical school in Las Vegas.

1969	

Fred Borcherd ’69 and his wife,
Joyce, recently toured Australia to celebrate
their 35th anniversary. Their daughter,
Caitlin ’07, studied in Australia for part of

30

her senior year. Fred recently was elected
secretary for the Michigan Judge’s Association and serves on the Rules Committee. •
Sally LaBeur Brandes ’69 and her husband,
Jim, announce the birth of their grandchild,
Anders Bjorn Erikson. • Kathy Tripp
Goeckel ’69 celebrated the birth of her first
grandchild in February 2005. Weeks later,
she lost her son, Rob, the father of the baby.
Kathy’s older son, Rick, was married in October and resides in California. Kathy and
her husband, Rick, are both retired and live
in Greenbush on Lake Huron. • Arthur
Logan ’69 retired June 9 after teaching high
school chemistry at Clio for 38 years.

1970

Ronald DeGroot ’70 remarried
Susan Selvius of Hudsonville. He took a
GM buyout after 28 years and now works
at a home-based business. • Jacquelyn Wesson Drobnicki ’70 has retired from teaching
and is a caregiver to a young child. She
saves cats and helps others who are active in
saving cats. • Rawlene Watters LeBaron ’70
and her daughter, Laurel Michele Wickersheim, wrote the introduction and index for
a reprint of Richard Harding Davis’ View
from a Car Window. This American history
classic was published by Heritage Books
in December 2006. Their earlier books
include The Lost Cities of Colorado and
Mine Owners and Mines of the Colorado Gold
Rush, also published by Heritage Books. •
Steve Petti ’70 is enjoying retirement and
keeping busy with volunteer work at the
DIA. In January he visited other Alma
alumni in Boca Raton, FL. • Dale Swihart

’70 and Barbara Hardy Swihart ’73 live in
Fenton where Dale is the pastor of First
Presbyterian Church. Their son, Andrew
’99, and his wife, Laurie, have three boys.
Their daughter, Kristin ’96, and her husband, Chip, have a girl and a boy, giving
the elder Swiharts a total of five grandchildren. • Ron Winegar ’70 has retired from
United Airlines. He and his wife, Mary, live
in Oswego, IL.

1971	

Susan Jones Bradshaw ’71 retired
as the career services director at Northwood University in August, but she is still
an adjunct professor. Her son, Bo, graduated from Northwood in June. Her husband,
Al Forster, works at Dow. Between the two
of them, they have five adult children who
keep them busy. E-mail: bradsj@charter.
net. • Kristi Ann Ellis Flora ’71 teaches at
Valley Lutheran High School in Saginaw
where she is working in a literacy program.
• Mary Gilbert ’71 retired in January 2005
and now spends her time race-walking,
mountain biking, cross country skiing and
trail running. • Keith Hershberger ’71 had
his play, Garage: A Photo Album of Four
Adolescents, translated into Portuguese for
a production in Sao Paulo, Brazil in 2006
to open Gay Pride Week. • Dave Rusnell
’71 announces the Dec. 2 birth of his fifth
grandchild, Hanna Olivia Webb. He celebrated 30 years with Chrysler overseeing
the environmental and fuels programs for
the Chelsea Proving Grounds in late October. • Dave Thomen ’71 is a government
civilian on the Army Headquarters’ staff.

Application Fee Waiver
Admissions Office, Alma College
614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599
Telephone: 1-800-321-ALMA
This waiver entitles the student to submit an application to Alma College without cost.
Please fill in the information below and submit this waiver with the completed application. This fee waiver will become valid once returned, reviewed and signed by
an Alma representative.
Applicant’s Name: __________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________
Signature: _________________________________________________________
Fee Waiver Authorization
As a representative of Alma College (alumnus, employee, family member of current
student, donor to the College), please complete the information below:
Your Name: _______________________________________________________
Your Relationship to Alma: ___________________________________________
Signature: ________________________________________________________
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Last spring several Alma students penned thank you letters to the
contributors of their scholarship funds. Below is a letter from Harbor
Springs senior Robin O’Neill to Gustav “Al” and Patricia Olafsson,
Class of 1952.
ear Mr. and Mrs. Olofsson,
As I am getting ready to graduate, I wanted to send you a final thank you
for all your support through my four years at Alma College. I can’t believe
how fast it has gone by.
I’ve been enjoying my second year living in the Service Learning House,
keeping busy with our campus chapter of Habitat for Humanity among
other activities. The house really feels like “home” to me, and I will sure
miss the other students there once I’m out in the real world next year.
My plans following graduation are not concrete yet, as they depend on
whether or not I am accepted into MSU’s accelerated second-degree
nursing program. I hope to complete this program and continue on to
graduate school, hopefully beginning my career as a nurse practitioner
soon afterward.
When I walked into the Hood Building today, it brought me back to the
days when I spent time in there as a prospective student to Alma four
years ago. So much has changed for me since then. I feel like I began
school here as a child, and now I will graduate in six weeks as an adult. All
of the pamphlets and speeches always told me that an “Alma Experience”
would allow me to grow in areas far beyond academics, and while I admit
I had doubts about this initially, I now have become living proof of this
phenomenon everyone spoke of.
Thank you, again, for all of your support over the years. If not for individuals like yourself, so many students would not have the opportunity to take
advantage of what our school has to offer. I hope that one day I also will be
able to perpetuate this act of kindness by supporting Alma students.
Sincerely,

1972

Fran Boyd DeYoung ’72 moved

1973	

Tina Guster ’73 married Don
Morton. She has taught at Farwell Schools
for 34 years and will retire this spring. She
and her husband live in Harrison but keep
a boat in Traverse City. • Judy Hanna ’73
retired from Pfizer and became an accountant for the Greater Kalamazoo United
Way. • Richard E. Johnson ’73 announces
the July birth of his first granddaughter,
Abigail May Johnson. One son, Mathue, is
now a soldier and serving his country. His
other son, Mark, is operations management
and mechanical engineer for G.E. Rick
has been vice principal at Augusta Middle
School for 11 years and is thinking about
retiring and playing golf soon. • Jane Millar
Pickard ’73 and her husband, Doug, moved
to Berkshire Hills, Mass., after living in
Rhode Island for 30 years. They sold both
of their businesses and are now building a
house and playing golf. • Elizabeth Harbeck Voshel ’73 announces that her youngest daughter, Kathleen, obtained her MSW
from the University of Michigan School of
Social Work in December. • Jerry Wasen
’73 and Kathy Kean Wasen ’73 announce
the Feb. 13 birth of their grandson, Jack
Patrick Ward, born to their daughter, Erin,
and her husband, Trevor, of Harrison, OH.
The Wasen’s son, Craig ’99, daughter-inlaw, Martha Schaefer ’99, and children
Madison, 4, and Brady, 2, live in Livonia.

1974	

Robin O’Neill

His daughter, Katie, graduated from West
Point this year and received a commission
as a Second Lieutenant in the Army. In
October, Dave visited Alma for homecoming. • Gail Agne Toda ’71 lives in Kalamazoo with her husband, Shig. She is a rehab
teacher for the Michigan Foundation for
the Blind and Visually Impaired. Their
son, Sen, is a junior at Portage Northern
High School and is in his fifth year playing
violin in the Kalamazoo Junior Symphony
Orchestra.

beck Jacobson Rideout ’72 and Stephen M.
Rideout ’79 married on Nov. 11, 2006. •
Tom Webb ’72 is adjusting to his new life
of leisure after retiring with 35 years in the
bank trust business. Janet Todd Webb ’70
now enjoys managing Tails on the Town,
a dog clothing and accessory business, in
Harbor Springs.

from Rochester, N.Y., to La Quinta, Calif.,
after 20 years at Xerox, the last several years
as vice president of marketing. She enjoys
semi-retirement in a beautiful setting. She
is a part-time consultant in strategic planning with the largest local Indian tribe.
Francie welcomes visitors. E-mail: fdeyoung@dc.rr.com. • Michael D. MacDonald ’72 and his wife, Carolyn, retired in
September, selling their business to their
two sons, Jason and Jared. They now spend
time in Key Largo, FL, fishing and scuba
diving during the winter. • Teresa Hus-
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David Birkenmeyer ’74 married
Ann L. Kennedy on Nov. 4. They reside in
Grand Rapids where David is employed by
Eagle View Software. • Phil McKeachie ’74
has a M.Ed. in elementary administration
from the University of Michigan and has
taught sixth grade in Lapeer for 33 years.
He played on four state championship volleyball teams and has coached tennis and
volleyball for many years. • Connie Norpell
Marshall ’74 writes, “Greetings to all. Another epic ski season has begun at Alta Ski
Area. Please let me know if any of you are
ever in the area. Our daughter, Maxine, is a
freshman at the University of Utah and our
twins, Audrey and Bradley, are ninth graders.” E-mail: connie@alta.com. • Nancy
Neipling Reed ’74 obtained her master’s in
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education in 2004 from Chapman University. She ran the L.A. Marathon 2007, has
two grandchildren, and enjoys teaching
first grade at Bradael Elementary in Adelanto, CA. • Robert Sorensen ’74 received
his M.Div. and D. Min. from Golden Gate
Baptist Theological Seminary. He has been
a pastor of churches in California for more
than 20 years. He has three children and
three grandchildren. • Cinda Wright Stark
’74 celebrated 20 years in November with
Kandu Inc., a work center that employs
people with employment barriers. Cinda
lives with her husband, Jim, and son, Alex,
in West Olive.

1975	

Shawne Cryderman ’75 is back
in the United States after living overseas
for 27 years. In July, he was selected as the
principal at West Point Elementary School,
located on the grounds of the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point. He is thrilled to
be in the same time zone as his family. •
Debra Peppel Dambro ’75 has returned to
substitute teaching in physical education,
secretarial work and special education with
the BAISD. She still teaches computer
classes to K-8th grades at the Lutheran
School in Auburn. Her eldest son will enter
the Army after graduation. • Linda Ford
’75 accepted in December the position of
vice president of human resources with St.
Mary’s of Michigan in Saginaw. Linda is
delighted by this new opportunity. • Linda
Schneider-Rediske ’75 is principal at Utica
Community Schools and curriculum leader
and mentor to doctoral candidates.

1976	

Daniel Flick ’76 announces the
May graduation of his daughter, Emily. Emily received her BS from CMU in
business and marketing. • Dennis Gardner
’76 reports that children Dan and Caitlin
attend Hope College and “love their college life.” • Tim Workman ’76 has been
married for 29 years and has three children.
He was a social worker for 22 years before
starting his own business. E-mail: timsallyworkman@yahoo.com.

1977

Barbara Miller Blissett ’77 and
her husband, Brad, celebrated their 25th
anniversary on Aug. 14.

1978

Richard Butler ’78 took a job as
the director of Osteopathic Medical Education for the Carilion Clinic. The family
moved from Detroit to Roanoak, VA. They
miss the Great Lakes and snow but love the
Appalachian and Blue Ridge Mountains. •
Paul Grabiel ’78 has played in a rock and
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roll band since 1997. He still works for the
U.S. Air Force and has three children in
college. He lives in Dayton, OH, where he
referees soccer and directs plays in local
theaters. Paul’s daughter is majoring in
musical theater in Chicago. • Steve Jones
’78 and Jan Hubinger Jones ’79 and family
will be living in Australia for six months
while Steve directs a Ball State University
program located near the Gold Coast.
Their oldest child, Stephanie, is a sophomore at Kalamazoo College and recently
earned a college award in biology.

1979	 Anne Wolfe ’79 had a book review published in Whistling Shade. • Veveca
Tikasingh ’79 received a master’s degree in
social work and is a licensed clinical social
worker.
1980

Gary Murphy ’80 coached college
baseball from 1980 to 2004 at Michigan,
Malone College, Mississippi State, Winthrop University and Charleston Southern
University. He now is the athletic director
at Lakewood High in Lake Odessa. • Rick
Schellhammer ’80 works at Consumers Energy and is the music director and worship
leader at Freedom Community Church in
Leslie.

1982

Laurie Perkins Lawson ’82 is a
clinical education manager for Saint Luke’s
Hospital. Laurie and Sam have been married for 15 years and have sons Nick, 14,
and Cole, 10. • Linda Corlew Pearl ’82
is the principal of Escanaba Schools. She
and her husband will celebrate their 40th
anniversary in 2007. Linda was a non-traditional student and views her education
at Alma as a great family investment. Her
mother, Minnie Corlew, a former employee
of Alma College, now lives with her daughter and son-in-law and is doing well.

1983	

William McHenry ’83 is thrilled
to announce that his son, Bill, is going to
Alma next year as a member of the class of
2011. • Denise McMurtrie Owens ’83 no
longer works in legislature and is now back
in county government. • Libby Ritenour
Riley ’83 is a middle school science teacher
in Mt. Storm, WV. She lives in Oakland,
MD near the best skiing in the state. Libby
and her husband have a large Victorian
house and welcome visitors. E-mail: libliblib83@yahoo.com.

1984	

Jon Parlow ’84 still lives in Byron
Center. Sara teaches first grade in the
Otsego Public School system, and Jon was
recently promoted to director of consumer
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and business insights for McDonald’s Corporation.

1985	

Lisa Woods Cutting ’85 lives
in Keller, Texas, where she is a PE aide
working toward her teaching certificate.
Her three boys, ages 17, 14 and 10, are very
active in Texas football. E-mail: ljcutting@
kellerisd.net. • Chuck Holmquist ’85 is in
his eighth year of coaching seventh-grade
boys’ basketball and enjoys coaching his
son, Jared, this year at Reed City Middle
School. • Donald Worm ’85 has been
appointed chair of the Comprehensive
Dentistry Department and specialty leader
to the Navy Surgeon General for General
and Comprehensive Dentistry at the Naval
Post-Graduate Dental School in Bethesda,
MD. He also has received full status as a
professor. His assignment lasts until July
2009.

1986	

Laurie St. Clair Hamdani ’86 is in
her 11th year of teaching piano and is nearing completion on a Pastry Arts Certificate.
She and her husband, Quasim, celebrated
their 21st anniversary in December. Their eldest daughter, Sara, will graduate from high
school in May, and their younger daughter,
Isha, is a sophomore. E-mail: lahamdani@
comcast.net. • Evelyn Gutzmer Kraynak
’86 wed Tom Kraynak on Dec. 30 and now
lives in Saginaw. She has three sons, Joshua,
13, Jacob, 13, and Alexander, 6. Tom and
Evelyn look forward to a June honeymoon
at the Atlantis on Paradise Island, Bahamas. Evelyn is a senior therapeutic specialty
representative for the Neurology and Psychiatry divisions of Pfizer Pharmaceuticals.
She is active in the First United Methodist
Church chancel and hand bell choirs and
plays in community concerts. E-mail: evelyn.
kraynak@pfizer.com.

1987

David Hajek ’87 writes, “Hello
to the class of 1987. I’m no mathematician,
but I think it will be 20 years since we’ve
graduated this spring! Time is flying.” •
Kerry Wilson Meyer ’87 was appointed
district court judge in Hennepin County,
Minneapolis, MN, by Gov. Tim Pawlenty.
She lives in the Minneapolis area with her
husband and two children, Emily, 12, and
Derek, 10. • Erin Shirey Silverman ’87
moved to Connecticut when her husband,
Ken, was transferred with GM. He is the
assistant marketing manager for GMC
Trucks. Erin is a stay-at-home mom to
Abby, 6, and Kate, 3. She hopes to see her
old classmates at their 20th reunion next
fall.

1988

Leah Goin Scott ’88 wed her golf
buddy, Brian, in 2001. They live in Canton
with their two sons, Tyler, 3, and Jonah, 1.
After taking a year off from work, Leah is
the payroll manager for a small CPA firm
in Farmington. • Robert Smith ’88 received
his master’s from Central Michigan University in 1995 and his Ph.D. from the University of Southern Mississippi in 2003. He
has been an assistant professor of biology
at the University of Scranton since 2003. •
Steven Thompson ’88 has taught English
to high school students in Osaka, Japan for
the last 10 years. He opened a Web site to
help students of all ages and levels acquire
English through music and song at www.
OsakaEnglishLibrary.com. If you have
comments or suggestions for Steven, let
him know. E-mail: Steven_Sensei@yahoo.
com.

1989	 Karen Gaffke Asner ’89 announces the June 22 birth of her third son,
Samuel August. He joins big brothers Ben
and Lucas. “We still live in Manhattan, so
look us up if you’re in New York.” • Curt
Moultine ’89 and Bill Weise ’89 biked from
Alma to Albion this summer to commemorate Bill’s best game as a Scot. Bill and Curt
hope that other Scots will join in their ride

next year. Steve Walter ’89, Mike Friar ’89
and Tom Vansumeren ’89 have expressed
interest. Contact Bill or Curt if you are
interested in joining them. • Jala Pfaff ’89
teaches Spanish at FRCC Boulder, CO, and
studies classical art. Her first novel, Seducing The Rabbi, is out and available online:
http://www.jalapfaff.com or http://www.
blueflaxpress.com. • Gary Warren ’89
writes, “Still freaking and peaking?! Anyone else crave some Pizza Sam’s?”

first child, Colin Michael, on April 16, 2006.
Mike recently opened his third dental office in Reese. The other offices are located
in Freeland and Saginaw. • Shannon M.
Nichol ’91 has joined Miller Canfield as a
senior attorney in the Real Estate Practice
Group in the Troy Office. Her focus is on
real property law, corporate and commercial law, commercial and residential landlord tenant law and commercial finance,
specializing in capital markets lending.

1990

1992 Leanne Dorflinger Carpenter ’92
is a CPA doing taxes part time in Colorado
Springs. E-mail: carpenterlj@qwest.net. •
Steve Chovanec ’92 recently celebrated 10
years with Dow Corning and has taken a
new position as an FDA regulatory compliance specialist. • Tonya Frisbey Gatlin ’92
traveled to China in December with her
husband, Alan, and four children, Amanda, Andrea, Emma and Seth, to adopt and
bring home a two-year-old brother, Baylen
Thomas Gatlin. Baylen is a happy, outgoing, loving, precious little boy. He has been
a beautiful addition to the family, and the
trip was an amazing adventure for everyone. • Karen McDonald ’92 was named a
partner at the law firm of Jaffe Raitt Heuer
& Weiss in Southfield. She is a member
of the firm’s Litigation, Family Law and
Criminal practice groups where she concentrates her practice in the areas of family
and criminal law. • Amy McGinnis ’92
and her husband, Eric Buschlen, announce
the arrival of Zachary Michael on Nov. 28,
2006. Zachary joins big sister, Emma Rose,
who turned 2 in December. • Bob Norris
’92 and Nicole Smith Norris ’91 moved last
year and can be reached at 5244 Calluna
Creek Drive, Owosso MI, 48867. Bob is a
team doctor for Michigan State, and Nikki
is coaching volleyball at Corunna after a
four-year maternity leave. “Drive carefully
and Go Scots!” • Matt Pifer ’92 has been
an associate professor of English at Husson
College since fall 2006. He presented “The
Ark of Assent: The Rhetoric of Globalization and the Identity of English Studies”
at the Conference on College Composition
and Communication (CCCC) in New York
City on March 23, 2007. He received his
Ph.D. from the University of Oklahoma.
• Amy White ’92 writes, “Seattle is great,
and I would happily host any of my Alma
friends. Karen and Bev, we should have
a reunion. Go Scots!” E-mail: aewhite@
seattleschools.org.

Lucinda Tate Martinelli ’90 and
Dave Martinelli ’92 are still in Ann Arbor.
“Our boys are both in school now and
are, of course, brighter and more talented
than the other kindergarten and third
graders. Hey all you KI womyn, look me
up!” • Sara Rowland-Herman ’90 and her
husband, Laurence, announce the Nov. 26,
2006, birth of their daughter, Mia Linda.
They reside in Oak Brook, IL.

1991	 Chris Collins ’91 and her husband, Jeff, will celebrate their 15th anniversary this year, and their daughter, Morgan,
will turn 10. Friends from Alma can contact Chris at 916 W. Bluff St., Marquette,
MI 49855 or at cmncollins@sbcglobal.net. •
Mike Dee ’91 and his wife, Kelly, had their

Douglass achieves second Fulbright

R

ichard Douglass ’68 has reached a new milestone in his career with
his second Fulbright grant to Ghana in West Africa in six years.

Douglass, in his 20th year as an Eastern Michigan University faculty
member, teaches and conducts research in a variety of applied public
health and gerontology areas. His work in Africa is linked directly to
his Alma College experience when, as a junior biology major, he spent a
year studying in Ethiopia under the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. Junior
Year Abroad Program.
In 2001-02, he spent a year teaching post-doctoral students in public
health and community medicine as a senior Fulbright scholar and a visiting professor at the University of Ghana. This year, Douglass will serve
as a Fulbright senior specialist and will negotiate a degree articulation
curriculum agreement between Ashesi University, the newest university
in West Africa, and Eastern Michigan University. A secondary objective
of the project is to reduce the diversion of physicians in Ghana from taking positions in administration in order to retain them in clinical practice
where they are sorely needed.
Douglass also is involved with efforts to improve health care for poor
and underserved populations in Michigan. As part of this effort, in October 2006 he hosted a National Health Care Forum at EMU where he put
health care policy questions to Gov. Jennifer Granholm.
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Constance Gulczinski Ellis ’93
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and her husband, Russ, announce the Dec.
26, 2005 birth of their son, Bradon Everett.
• Marci Mikesell ’93 and her husband,
Kevin Colosa, celebrated their one-year
anniversary in December. Marci is a homebound medical writer for Embryon in New
Jersey. • Amy Warner Romero ’93 and her
husband, Tony, announce the May birth
of their son, Alexander. He was welcomed
by big sister Allyson. • Everett Wiggins
’93 and Andrea Grover Wiggins ’00 are
still enjoying life in Ann Arbor. Everett
received his MSI in Library and Information Services from Michigan in April 2005
and works as a reference librarian at U of
M’s Undergraduate Library. This April,
Ani also will receive an MSI in Information from Michigan; she hopes to continue
research on dynamic social networks at the
Ph.D. level in the fall. Visit her Web site:
www.AndreaWiggins.com

1994	

Chad Briscoe ’94 and his wife,
Kristi, have three children, Eric, 10, Jamie,
8, and Lauren, 3. They live in Lincoln, NE
where Chad is the director of bioanalysis for MDS Pharma Services. Kristi is a
retired engineer and a stay-at-home mom.
• Missy Cubitt Curtis ’94 and her husband
enjoy the mild South Carolina winter
weather with their three sons, Nicholas,
4, Mathieu, 2, and Joey, 6 months. Missy
is taking time off as a physical therapist
to stay home with her children. E-mail:
melcurtis@yahoo.com. • Kim Kraai Griffis
’94 reports that her son, William Gage,
recently celebrated his first birthday. Her
daughter, Emily Abigail, turned five in
April. • Sara Groves ’94 announces the
Dec. 6 birthday of her son, Peter. • Tony
Linton ’94 announces the October birth of
his daughter, Madison. • Barrie Overton
’94 is an assistant professor of biology at
Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania. “I
lost contact with so many during graduate
school, so drop me a note if you want to
catch up. Fly fishing and hunting abound
in my area. Come and visit.” E-mail: boverton@lhup.edu. • Jason Ricks ’94 married
Debbie Hu in Santa Monica, CA on October 7, 2006. • Heather Heffernan Seyfarth
’94 is an urban planner in Traverse City.
E-mail: hseyfarth@gmail.com. • Heather
May Stommen ’94 and her husband, Jeff,
announce the Dec. 22 birth of their daughter, Sarah Kathryn. • Joseph E. Touhalisky
’94 and Kathy McGill Touhalisky ’95 announce the July 2006 birth of their second
daughter, Rylee. She was welcomed home
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by big sister Alyssa, 3. Joseph also recently
purchased a dental practice in Findlay, OH.
www.findlaycosmeticdentist.com. • Molly
De Lind Wanko ’94 and her husband, Jeff,
announce the Sept. 27, 2006, birth of Isaac
Jeffrey. He joins big brother Aaron, 3.

1995	

Andrea Balliet ’95 and Emma,
14, Sofia, 7, and Boden, 4, live happily in
Gaylord. Andrea would love to hear from
her Alma family. She has plenty of room
for visitors. E-mail: andicab@yahoo.com.
• Anthony Benjamin ’95 started a new
assignment at GM Flint Truck Assembly as the material floor business manager. He still lives in Royal Oak. E-mail:
fly_tony_benjamin@yahoo.com. • Mayte
Galvez Capo ’95 announces the Sept. 4,
2004, birth of daughter, Paula Vera, born
in Murcia, where they live. She took time
off work from the University of Murcia
to raise her and will return to work in
September. E-mail: maytepaula@yahoo.es.
• Jaime McCallister Halverson ’95 completed her military obligation as a major in
June 2006. She relocated from Georgia to
Grand Rapids. She and her husband have
two daughters, Kylie, 4, and Lauren, 2.
She is a physician for Advantage Health
in Grand Rapids. Her husband, Jarid, is a
civil engineer. • Kerri Kittleson Krafft ’95
has decided to take a leave from teaching to be a stay-at-home mom to her three
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sons, ages 6, 4, and 1. E-mail: KerriKrafft@
hotmail.com. • Holly Little ’95 and Joel
Pestrue ’95 have a son, Zach, 3. Holly recently finished her Ph.D. in genetics from
Michigan State University and is doing
post-doctoral research. Joel will graduate
from the Physician Assistant Program at
Central Michigan University in August.
Holly’s E-mail: Littleha@msu.edu. Joel’s
E-mail: pestr1jl@cmich.edu. • Kelly Myers Proctor ’95, her husband, Jeff, and big
sister, Alex, announce the Dec. 13, 2005,
birth of Nolan. Kelly teaches second grade
in Freeland and would love to hear from
old friends. E-mail: proctork@freeland.
k12.mi.us. • Dustin Snell ’95 announces
the 2006 birth of his son, Andrew. • Jeannine McWilliams Strickert ’95 and her
husband, John, live in Linden with their
two children, Katherine, 5, and Matthew,
2. E-mail: johnstrickert2920@charter.net.

1996	 Greg Giberson ’96 and Cami Carson ’95 moved back to Michigan. Greg is a
professor of rhetoric at Oakland University.
Cami, Tommy, 5, and Jacob, born in February, enjoy the cold weather. E-mail: gagiberson@hotmail.com. • Stuart Hutter ’96
and his wife, Rorie, were married on June
10, 2006 in Elkridge, MD. Stuart recently
received his Master of Public Health degree
from Virginia Commonwealth University
and is an epidemiologist for the Virginia

Department of Health. E-mail: shut9724@
yahoo.com. • Dave McHalpine ’96 and his
wife, Sara, announce the birth of their first
child, Clare Elizabeth. • Kimberli Pittenger McMahan ’96 married Todd McMahan in June 2005. Kimberly has a daughter,
Olivia, 7, and a son, Luke, 9 months. She
teaches elementary Spanish in Midland and
is nearing completion of a master’s degree
in counseling. • Keisha Nelson ’96 married
Dave Lick in August on Mackinac Island.
She is a family doctor in Rochester Hills.
• Pete Pokela ’96 and his wife, Becky, live
in Green Bay, WI, with their children,
Adrianna, 7, and Halle, 3. He has owned a
mortgage company for two years. Becky is
a stay-at-home mom. E-mail: pdp226@hotmail.com. • Lyle Simmons ’96 and Kristi
Carlson Simmons ’95 announce the July 25
birth of their son, Owen Simmons.

1997

Don Light ’97 and Amy announce
the Nov. 27, 2006, birth of Audrey Burton
Light. Audrey joins big brother, Henry, 2.
“Aided by the abundance of locally available caffeine, Don continues to practice
energy and environmental law in Seattle.”
• Alissa Malsom-Robinson ’97 and Greg
announce the arrival of their son, Ewan
Johnathan, on Dec. 5, 2006. Their daughter,
Aberdeen, will be 4 in April.

1998 Chris Ahn ’98 and Kristi Didocha Ahn ’98 announce the birth of their
daughter, Taylor Marie, on Nov. 19, 2006.
The Ahn family resides in Royal Oak.
Chris works in investment banking. Kristi
is a physician assistant. • Kristofer Forsyth
’98 writes, “I am just hoping to hear from
people I have lost touch with. Specifically
Willie Doyle and Faisal Khan, where are
you? E-mail: cantonrunner@comcast.net.
• Sharon Bihlmeyer Gauthier ’98 is in her
third year of residency working toward becoming a pathologist. She and her husband,
Ed, have three daughters, Anna, Clara and
Audrey. Sharon would love to hear from
her old friends. E-mail: Skbgauthier@
yahoo.com. • Akofa Modey ’98 announces
the Feb. 2 birth of her daughter, Rebecca
Sena. • Patricia Clark Moss ’98 adopted
her second child, Jenna Ruth, born Jan. 26.
Brother Michael, 2, welcomed Jenna home.
• Matthew Robertson ’98 and Brandi
Hansen Robertson ’99 have two children, 2
years old and 8 months.

account vice president for UBS. E-mail:
jeffrey.chowning@ubs.com. • Raymond
Cochenour ’99 moved to Milwaukee and
now works for the Milwaukee Athletic
Club. E-mail: cochenouriii@hotmail.com. •
Tom Comer ’99 and Heather Moon Comer
’00 announce the April 21 birth of their
daughter, Jillian Grace Comer. • Heather
Koutz Gerlach ’99 married Andrew Gerlach on Dec. 4, 2004. They announce the
Dec. 1 birth of their first child, Ethan. •
Karen Jones Palumbo ’99 and her husband,
Michael, announce the Jan. 26, 2007, birth
of their first child, daughter Addison Alice.
They live in Coleman, and both work for
Dow Corning in Midland. E-mail: karenpalumbo7@yahoo.com. • Merisa StokelyToellner ’99 and her husband opened a
chiropractic office in Ludington. If anyone
is visiting the area, stop by Harbor Front
Family Chiropractors.

2000

Mike Baysdell ’00 still teaches
AP government and economics at Davison
High School. He ran for the State House
of Representatives in 2006 but got edged
out in the primary. E-mail: mbaysdell@
mail.davison.k12.mi.us. • Suzie DuLongMiller ’00 and her husband, Jeff, announce
the Jan. 8, 2007, birth of their first child,
Madelyn Grace. They reside in Royal Oak.
Suzie is an attorney in Detroit. • Heidi
Wahl LaFever ’00 and her husband, Jon,
announce the Jan. 15 birth of their first
child, Gavin David. Gavin weighed 8
lbs., 8 oz. and was 22 inches long. E-mail:
heidig9@aol.com. • Joseph Mead ’00 and

Jennifer Peters Mead ’00 have a two-yearold son, Tyler. Jennifer is a youth pastor in
Grand Blanc. Joseph teaches in Davison.
• Anne Grimaldi Orf ’00 married Darren on Oct. 7, 2006. They moved back
to Michigan from Chicago in December
and live in Royal Oak. They both work
for PriceWaterhouseCoopers in Detroit.
E-mail: Annemgrimaldi@hotmail.com. •
Ben Shoemaker ’00 and Amanda Burnett
Shoemaker ’00 live in Holt. Amanda is finishing her residency and will begin work as
a family physician in the Lansing area. Ben
is finishing his third year of teaching and
coaching in Mason. They have a daughter,
Anna, 3. • Craig Skinner ’00 and Bethany
Simmons Skinner ’00 announce the birth
of their son, A.J. • Kristine Stariha ’00 lives
in New Era and teaches English, theatre
and chemistry at Shelby High School. She
also is an adjunct professor at local community colleges. She received her M.Ed. from
Aquinas College in 2003. Kristine enjoys
spending time with her husband, Jeremy,
and their 17 animals. • Kathryn Wood ’00
has earned a doctorate in physical therapy
from Indianapolis University. • Stephanie Lehnert Woodhams ’00 and Nathan
Woodhams ’98 celebrated the birth of their
daughter, Ava, in February. “Life with her
is wonderful, and each day brings something new and exciting. I continue to teach
seventh- and eighth-grade social studies
near San Jose, and Nate works in Santa
Clara for Good Technology.”

2001	

Meredith Lawrence Baker ’01

1999	

Jeff Chowning ’99 and his wife,
Sarah, announce the Dec. 21, 2006, birth
of their first child, Amanda Rose. They
live in Greensboro, NC, where Jeff is an

Alumni gather for an event is Sarasota, Fla.
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married John Baker Nov. 4, 2006, in
Grand Rapids. Alma alumni in attendance
included bridesmaids Jessica Kotas ’02 and
Sarah Hogan ’00. She became an instant
mom and proud step-mom to John’s eightyear-old son, Max. They bought a house
in August in Byron Center and enjoy settling as a new family. • Jill Bieske ’01 and
Michael Lovati ’01 have moved back to the
United States after living and working in
Augsburg, Germany for four years. • Adel
Wentworth DiOrio ’01 and Nicholas
DiOrio were married on the beach of Nuevo Vallarta, Mexico, on Aug. 9, 2006. They
celebrated with family and had the Church
bless their wedding when they returned.
They live in Portland and work in Ionia.
Nick manages a landscape company, and
she teaches Spanish. “If anyone has photos
of the 2001 Commencement, I would
LOVE copies. Due to a computer crashing,
I have lost nearly all of mine. If you have
any in digital format, I would be eternally
grateful if you could send them to me.”
E-mail: codename_webster@sbcglobal.
net. • Melinda Messmer Leonardo ’01
writes, “Samuel and I were married at the
Cathedral of St. Matthew in Washington,
DC, on Oct. 14, 2006. We are so thankful
for the Alma friends who celebrated our
amazingly beautiful day with us! Married
life couldn’t be better as we settle in to our
home in Virginia. Best to all in 2007!”

2002

Ken Carver ’02 and Jennifer
Koch-Carver ’05 were married on May 6,
2006, in Grosse Ile followed by a reception
at the Roostertail in downtown Detroit.
Many alumni were in attendance, and the
wedding party included bridesmaids Ashley Budde ’05, Nicole Pisarski ’05 and Megan Jarczynski ’07, groomsmen Jeff Lane
’01, Aaron Aguilar ’02, Nick Scharer ’01
and Tom Danosky ’01 and ushers Demetrius Dielman ’02 and Matt Culver ’02. The
couple resides in Warren. Ken’s e-mail:
kccal8@hotmail.com. Jen’s e-mail: jk2flip@
hotmail.com. • Jenna Martin Gibson ’02
married Tom Gibson on Oct. 8, 2006. In
attendance were many friends and alumni
including groomsman Jay and matron of
honor Paula Frey ’02, Jennifer Heard ’02,
Virginia ’02 and Dave Blandford, Andy
and Mariah Oleszkowicz ’02, Scott ’02
and Holly ’03 Timmreck, Dan Lowery
’02, and Christy Doyle Klos ’01. Jenna and
Tom enjoyed a honeymoon in Paris and
Geneva. They now live in Warren. Jenna is
still with Quicken Loans, “the number one
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company to work for in Metro Detroit,”
and Tom is a youth and worship pastor at
North Pointe Baptist Church. • Maggie
Wise McAfoos ’02 married Scott McAfoos
in Mishawaka, IN, on Dec. 20, and lives
in Mishawaka. Scott is an engineer, and
she is executive director of the Pregnancy
Care Center in Niles, MI. • Laura Straub
’02 is a reader and information services
librarian at the Boston Public Library. •
Matt vandenBerg ’02 began a new position
as a fund-raising campaign director for a
private firm. Although he still resides in
Washington, DC, he temporarily relocated
to Biloxi, MS, to help raise funds for the
local Catholic diocese following Hurricane
Katrina.

2003	 Dawna Anderson ’03 is finishing
her first year at George Washington University Law School. She is loving life in DC
and looking forward to interning with a
federal judge this summer. • Sarah Ellis ’03
attends law school at Michigan State College of Law and plans to graduate in May
2008. • Kathleen Kellogg ’03 received her
master’s degree in music education from
Ball State University and has begun work
on her doctorate in performance. • Juliann
Schaffer Lehman ’03 accepted a job with
the City of Gastonia in North Carolina in
the Community Development department
with the Homebuyer’s Assistance Program.
She works with lower income people to
help them buy their first home. Steve
Lehman ’06 still enjoys teaching middle
schoolers but is ready to move to the high
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school level if there is an opening. The
Lehmans miss all of their Alma friends
who are back in Michigan and welcome
them to come and enjoy a warm winter in
the south. • Jacob Schroeder ’03 and Julie
K. Schroeder ’04 announce the birth of
their third child.

2004	

Robert Boyes ’04 married Katie
Heilman in July 2006. They are employed
by Pfizer in Kalamazoo and reside in
Climax, where Robert is a firefighter and
EMT. • Bree Brownlee ’04 was promoted to senior account executive. Since
graduation, she has worked at Leo Burnett
Detroit, an advertising agency in Troy
working on the GM Service and Parts
Operations (SPO) account. • Joel Dow ’04
and Melissa VanDamme Dow ’05 were
married June 17, 2006 at St. Michael Parish
of Marquette. Many Alma alumni, staff
and current students were in attendance,
including bridesmaids Missy Delmont ’97,
Michele Deming ’96, Michelle Dettling
’05, Crystal Weir ’05, Lindsey Baker ’05
and groomsmen Ryan Wilson ’02 and Matt
Johnson ’02. The couple resides in Escanaba, where Melinda is employed by Escanaba Public Schools, and Joel is employed
by Walgreens. • Katie Kellogg ’04 graduated in December with her M.A. degree in
music from Ball State University. She will
stay at BSU to begin the D.A. program in
vocal performance in January 2007. • Ryan
Kellogg ’04 has received certification from
Blue Heron Academy in Grand Rapids in
personal training and nutrition. He is an

instructor for Blue Heron in Lansing
and Grand Rapids. • Darby Kennerly
’04 has received his master’s degree
in theatre and is moving to Chicago
to pursue a career in acting. • April
Kerby ’04 received her master’s degree in statistics from the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln in May. She is
working toward a Ph.D. in statistics
at UNL. • Autumn Pickhover Rose
’04 and Adam Rose ’04 married June
18, 2005. They reside in Washington,
DC.

2006	 Kristy Muxlow ’06 is in the
CMU Physician Assistant Program.
• Ray Ribitch ’06 has been accepted
to the University of Michigan School
of Dentistry. • Timothy Ricci ’05 and
Hannah Alexander Ricci ’04 were
married on June 24, 2006, and many
Alma friends attended. The couple
resides in Frederick, MD, with their
two cats, Tony and Elle. Hannah
teaches AP English at South Hagerstown High School. Tim manages a
music store, Music and Arts Center. Best wishes to all of their Alma
friends.

in memoriam
Mrs. Jane Allen Day ’36, formerly of Detroit, Midland, and New Canaan, Conn.,
died January 30, 2007, in Stamford, Conn.,
at age 92. Mrs. Day was a member of the
First Presbyterian Church of Stamford since
1953. She was a talented seamstress and
needle worker, sewing, knitting and crocheting for her family and charitable causes
over many years. She was predeceased by
her husband, James Day ’35; her sister,
Mary Allen Walker ’39; and her sister-inlaw, Marion Day Hval ’34. Mr. and Mrs.
Day were members of the Alma College
Heritage Society, providing for the College
in their estate plans. They also established
the James and Jane Allen Day Endowed
Scholarship to assist students with their
education at Alma.
Ms. Mary Elizabeth “Betty” Tenney ’36,
formerly of New York and New Mexico,
died February 21, 2007, in Norwalk, Ohio.
Ms. Tenney was a social worker for 35 years
for family and child welfare agencies in
four states. She was a member of the Alma
College Heritage Society, providing for the
College in her estate plans.
Mrs. Opal Hines Griffin ’37 formerly of
Alma, died December 7, 2006, in Midland.
Mrs. Griffin was valedictorian of her class
both at Alma High School and at Alma
College. She was a teacher in the Midland
Public Schools, retiring in 1975. She was

very active in her community and was a
member of the Midland Memorial Presbyterian Church. Mrs. Griffin and her husband,
Clayton, were members of the Airstream
Caravan Club and enjoyed traveling many
places. Among her survivors are her sister,
Phyllis Hines Hebert ’50 and brother-inlaw, Paul B. Hebert ’50.
Mrs. Charlotte Temple Rice ’37, formerly of
Punta Gorda, Florida, and Newland, North
Carolina, died November 30, 2006, in Fort
Myers, Florida. Mrs. Rice was a teacher and
U.S.A.F. Lt. Colonel, retiring after 24 years
in the service. After retirement, she and her
husband enjoyed sailing in the Florida area.
She was predeceased by her sister, Helen
Temple Borton ’32. Mrs. Rice provided for
Alma College in her estate plans.
Mr. Floyd F. Boat ’38 of Oxford died July
19, 2002.
Mr. VeDell E. Guernsey ’41 of Broken Arrow, Oklahoma, died March 19, 2007. Mr.
Guernsey was the owner and president of
Electroplating Consultants, Inc. in Broken
Arrow and had articles published nationally
and internationally regarding electroplating. He established the Guernsey Chemistry
Scholarship at Alma College in 1995 to assist
chemistry students.

M
Mr. Robert L. Rentz ’42, formerly of
Detroit, died January 5, 2007, at Canadian
Lakes. After completing his service duty
with the Army in the Pacific Theater of
WWII, Mr. Rentz was employed in Detroit

Save the date
Tuesday, September 25, 2007

Former Secretary of State
The Honorable Madeleine Albright
2007 Robert D. Swanson
Responsible Leadership Speaker Series

keynote speaker for the

tartan tidbits

37

at GM-Fisherbody for 30 years, retiring
in 1980 and then moving to the Canadian
Lakes area.
Dr. Warren M. Hagenbuch ’44, formerly
of Three Rivers, died January 27, 2007, in
Blissfield. Dr. Hagenbuch was a veterinarian with the USDA, retiring in 1982. He
served in WWII as captain in the U.S. Air
Corps, was mayor of Blissfield 1964-66, and
was a member of the Blissfield First Presbyterian Church.
Mrs. A. Lucile “Mike” Black Perlberg ’48
died December 6, 2006, in Standish. Mrs.
Perlberg was a teacher and homemaker.
Among her survivors is her daughter, Ruth
Perlberg Campbell ’77.
Mr. Warren “Bill” D. Bailey ’50 of Lansing
and Bradenton, Florida, died January 9,
2007, in Lansing. Mr. Bailey was a retired
teacher and principal in the Lansing Public
Schools. He was a longtime member of
the First Presbyterian Church of Lansing.
Among his survivors is his wife, Betty Hartley Bailey ’48.
Mr. Vern J. Thrower ’50, formerly of Missouri, died February 28, 2007, in Houston,
Texas. Mr. Thrower served in WWII
and was awarded the Purple Heart and
Bronze Star. He received his Doctor of
Jurisprudence Degree from the University
of Houston School of Law and began his
practice in 1954. He was very proud of his
two sons and a granddaughter who later
joined his business after graduating from
the UH School of Law. His career as a trial
lawyer spanned more than 50 years and was
recognized by the Houston Bar Association in 2004; he received many awards and
honors over the years from his career and
community service. In 1957, he and his wife,
along with two veteran friends, purchased
the Triple V Ranch in Wimberley, Texas,
and he developed his own herd of crossbred cattle which became well renowned to
all ranchers.
Mrs. Jane French Hakes ’54, formerly of
Cambridge, Massachusetts, died December
8, 2006, in The Woodlands, Texas. Mrs.
Hakes was a retired teacher of 26 years with
the Cambridge Schools.
Mr. Wallace J. Frank ’57 died March 31, 2007
in Alma. Mr. Frank taught physics, chemistry and math in Ashley and Birch Run High
Schools after serving in the Army.
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Mr. Jeremiah T. “JT” Nichol ’61, formerly
of Bad Axe, died November 29, 2006, in
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Mr. Nichol
was a member of the Kiltie Band while at
Alma College. He worked for Wolverine
Tube in Detroit, later relocating with the
business to Shawnee, Oklahoma. He also
became a partner in the manufacturing
consulting firm, E.C. Walters & Associates,
retiring in 1996.  

Mr. Gerald T. Gunther ’71, formerly of
Carson City and Saginaw, died March 22,
2007, in Mercedes, Texas. Mr. Gunther had
been a teacher in the Bridgeport Schools;
he also previously owned and operated the
Gunther Funeral Home in Carson City.
He was very active in the Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks Lodge in Weslaco
and served in many offices, including Exalted Ruler in 1995-96.

Mr. Douglas F. Harlow ’66 of Cedarville,
Michigan, and Tavares, Florida, died March
29, 2007, in Tavares.  

Mr. Mark P. Barber ’74 of St. Johns died
December 8, 2006. Mr. Barber was a selfemployed painter and decorator, and he
enjoyed restoring historic buildings, many
of which he did in the Saint Johns area.

Mr. Keith A. Crandall ’67 of Buffalo, New
York, died December 5, 2006. Mr. Crandall
was president of Crandall International Inc.
in Buffalo. He was a member of the Alma
College Heritage Society, remembering
Alma in his estate plans.
Dr. Denton W. Nelson ’67, formerly of
Manistique, died January 24, 2007, in
Traverse City. Dr. Nelson completed
his residency at Henry Ford Hospital in
Detroit specializing in ear, nose and throat,
followed by service as general medical officer in the U.S. Navy. In 1978, he opened
his medical practice in Traverse City, raised
his family there and was very active in
community organizations.
Dr. Thomas H. Hartig ’68, formerly of
Detroit, died February 15, 2007, in Jacksonville Beach, Florida. Dr. Hartig, a resident
of Orlando, was a former vice president
of advancement at Edinboro University,
Pennsylvania, and Albany Law School, New
York; he also held advancement positions at
Iowa State University and Drake University
in Iowa, Kent State University in Ohio, and
Stephens College in Missouri. Dr. Hartig also
served as chief curator of history for the Ohio
Historical Society; State Treasurer of the
National Federation of the Blind of Florida,
and was founder of the NFBF NEWSLINE,
which gives blind Floridians access to local
and national magazines and newspapers via
automated voice technology. After the passing of his first wife, Marilyn Corley Hartig
’68, and his parents, Arnold and Leila Hartig,
Dr. Hartig established the Hartig Family
Endowed Scholarship at Alma College. He is
also a member of the Alma College Heritage
Society, which includes those planning for
the College in their estate plans. Mr. Hartig
was proud to be one of M.J.J. Smith’s history
students while at Alma.
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Mr. Joseph E. Richardson ’81 of Highland
died December 2, 2006, at age 48. He was
a journeyman electrician and worked for
Shaw Electric for many years. Mr. Richardson was an Eagle Scout and continued being
active with the Boy Scouts in his area.
Mr. Samuel S. “Sam” Geer ’08 of St. Johns
died February 21, 2007, at Alma College. A
memorial service was held on February 22
in Dunning Memorial Chapel attended by
his classmates, friends, faculty and staff.
Mrs. Phyllis Brian Alexander, parent and
supporter of the Alma College Kiltie Band,
died December 28, 2006, in Brethren at age
51. Mrs. Alexander was raised in a musical
family and performed vocally and instrumentally her whole life, including several
years in bands with her husband, Rex. She
was an accomplished guitarist and mandolin
and fiddle player. Among her survivors is
her daughter, Hannah Alexander Ricci ’04,
who inherited her parents’ musical talents
and was active in the Kiltie Band while at
Alma. Memorials are designated for the
Kiltie Band.
Mr. Melvin L. Beebe, friend and retired
carpenter at Alma College from Riverdale,
died April 5, 2007, in St. Louis. “Mel” retired
from Alma College in 2000 after serving for
23 years in the physical plant department.
Mrs. Marie Y. Brunelle, friend and generous
donor, died February 1, 2007, in Redford at
age 94. Among her survivors are her son,
Gerrit Brunelle; granddaughter, Megan
Brunelle Cuthbert ’97; and grandson and
wife, Bryan Brunelle ’00 and Julie Tolles
Brunelle ’00. She was predeceased in death
by her son, Rev. Gaylord Brunelle ’58 and

her husband, Rev. Wanzer H. Brunelle,
trustee 1965-69 and Alma College professor
in religion 1942-43. Along with the Allen
Park Presbyterian Church, Mrs. Brunelle and
family established and supported the Wanzer
Hull Brunelle Endowed Scholarship honoring her husband and the church pastor.
Mr. L. D. Decker, friend and supporter of
Alma College, died February 11, 2007, in
Alma at age 94. Mr. Decker was a businessman and realtor in the Alma area over many
years, retiring just one year before his passing. He received the “Realtor of the Year
Award” twice through the Gratiot-Isabella
Board of Realtors. Among his survivors are
his niece and her husband, Vickie Giesken
Everson ’67 and Thomas Everson ’67.
Mr. Lloyd W. Eaton, former coach at Alma
College 1950-56, died in early March 2007
in Boise, Idaho. Mr. Eaton, a native of South
Dakota, experienced an outstanding education and coaching career, being honored in
locations such as Northern Michigan State
College in Marquette, University of Wyoming, Black Hills State in South Dakota,
and at Alma College where he was inducted
into the Athletic Hall of Fame in 1973. At
Alma, he coached the Scots to MIAA championship titles in 1950 and 1951. He also was
on the staff of the Green Bay Packers for 10
years followed by several years of scouting

for them. He retired in the mid-1980s, traveled abroad and enjoyed family and gardening around home.
Mrs. Helen Lawrence Huebner, parent and
supporter, died March 13, 2007, in Grand
Rapids. Mrs. Huebner was a 53-year member of Westminster Presbyterian Church
and was executive secretary for Grand
Rapids YMCA and Rapistan, retiring in
1985. Among her survivors are her daughter, Mary Lawrence Jewell ’68; her son,
Thomas E. Lawrence ’71; and granddaughters, Katherine Hamtak Michalski ’93 and
Meredith Lawrence Baker ’01.
Mr. E. Richard Salisbury, friend and
generous supporter, died on November 30,
2006, in Swanton, Vermont. Mr. Salisbury
provided for Alma College through life
income plans.
Mrs. Doris Jones Sleight, friend and generous supporter from Grand Rapids, died
January 18, 2007, in Midland. Among her
survivors are her sister and brother-in-law,
Carra Jones Smith ’42 and Arthur Smith
’38, and her niece, Karen Smith ’66. She was
predeceased by her mother, Louanna Baker
Jones ’12 and uncle, William J. Baker ’14,
trustee emeritus. Mrs. Sleight supported the
Louanna Baker Jones Endowed Scholarship
in memory of her mother.

Mrs. Betty Teeter, friend and generous
supporter, died December 8, 2006, in Mount
Carroll, Illinois. Among her survivors is
her husband, Glenn Eugene “Gene” Teeter
’50. Mrs. Teeter and her husband have
supported the Alma College Choir and are
members of the Alma College Heritage Society, planning for the Choir into the future
through their estate plans.
Mrs. Anna C. Valkenier, friend and supporter, died February 5, 2007, in Alma.
Mrs. Valkenier was a member of the Alma
College Heritage Society, providing for
the College in her estate plans. Among her
survivors is her husband, Jack, and cousin,
Laura Kracke ’64.
Mrs. Mary S. Young, friend and supporter
of Alma College, died May 27, 2006, in Waterford at age 96. Among her survivors are
her children: Mrs. Shirley Willits Schroeder,
Mrs. Carol Lusk, Mrs. Phyllis (Donald)
McNab and Dr. Joseph (Wanda ’68) Young
’67; and grandchildren, Amy Lusk ’87, and
David A. Young ’02.. Mrs. Young and her
family generously provide for Alma College.

Let Us Hear From You!
Alma Accents and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days. Please use this form to send your news about
promotions, honors, appointments, graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old Alma College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos.
If you would like former classmates to contact you, include your contact information. The content of Alumni News is the responsibility of the editor.
Name: ____________________________________________  Class Year: _________   Maiden Name: ____________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________   Telephone: _______________________
City: ____________________________________  State: ______  Zip: ____________   E-mail: __________________________
Please include my:  ___ Address       ___ Phone       ___E-mail
Alumni notes: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Return to: Alumni Relations Director, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599

Alumni notes can also be submitted online at <www.alma.edu/people/alumni/notes>
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