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Alma College’s mission is to
prepare graduates who think
critically, serve generously, lead
purposefully and live responsibly
as stewards of the world they
bequeath to future generations.

ON THE COVER:
Among the gems in the Alma College Library collection are three
rare volumes of the collective writings of Martin Luther, printed
in the mid-1500s. Read more on page 6.

Students and members of the Alma
community gathered in McIntyre Mall
for a viewing of the Aug. 21, 2017, total
solar eclipse. Alma College science
faculty answered questions and
provided eclipse-viewing glasses.

A library for the 21st century

O

ccasionally, someone will
ask me about activity in
the college library. The
question usually goes something
like this: “With information so
accessible on the internet, do
students even go to the college
library anymore?”
The Alma College Library is still
a very popular place, where
students collaborate, work alone
and together on projects, study
for exams or casually read. Still,
the question on the impact of
technology is a good
one; today’s students
use an academic
library very differently than their
great-great-grandparents did back in 1905
when this postcard
pictured (left) was
produced.

This edition of The Tartan
could be considered a salute to
libraries. Not the old-style library
that many of us remember,
but the modern concept of the
academic library as a “learning
commons.” More than any
other building on campus, the
academic library both celebrates
the past (see the article by Dr.
Danny Wasserman about the
rare books we have) and invites
us to think about how access
to information from an everexpanding technology base will
impact this important academic
resource in the future.

AS STUDENTS CHANGE,
SO MUST THE LIBRARY
Differences in the way
students study, and the types
of assignments they receive,
combined with the proliferation
of technology and changes in
student preparation for college,
have required library services
to evolve to meet the needs
of today’s students. The last
major renovation of the Alma
College Library was in 2006.
That renovation and subsequent

changes in space utilization
have driven changes in student
library usage.
As little as 15 years ago, there
were two cardinal rules of
library life: 1) quiet and 2) no
food and drink. (Remember
Marian the Librarian shushing
library patrons in The Music
Man?) In the past, college students used the library to check
out books, seek a librarian’s assistance with a research project,
or find a quiet place to study.
Those needs still exist, but the
library building is now also a
place to meet friends, work
collaboratively on assignments
and receive academic assistance
through tutoring or the writing
center. More surprising for some
of us who have been out of
college for a few years is the fact
noise, food and drink are now
the norm in an academic library.

ARE THERE STILL BOOKS
IN THE LIBRARY?
Yes, although the number of volumes we maintain has declined
in the past 10 years. Access to
materials through interlibrary
loan and to journals and primary
sources through the internet has
allowed us to reduce the book
inventory from 273,860 volumes
and bound periodicals in June
2007 to 245,135 in June 2017. We
also have access to approximately 150,000 electronic books
that can be read in their entirety
online, searchable through
our library catalog. The space
created by removing physical
volumes has been converted to
study space. In addition to these
resources, we now have a film
streaming service to provide
documentary and classic feature
films to the campus community.
Our librarians monitor the
number of library patrons each
day. In 2006-07, 121,925 people
spent time in the library; in 201617, that number had grown to
147,791 – a 21 percent increase

even though the student enrollment count has grown by
just 5.2 percent. The building
is very busy at night, often to
the point where there is not a
seat available.

THINKING ABOUT THE
LIBRARY OF THE FUTURE
Today the Alma College
Library has study rooms for
individual and group work,
a technologically enhanced
teaching space, a computer lab
and a student-run coffee shop
called Highland Java. The space
on the main floor of the library,
once occupied by current
periodicals, is now an open
space for group study sessions
and public performances. The
book stacks and shelving for
periodicals is still necessary,
but they no longer have the
place of prominence they had
in the past.
That’s a great start, but we
need to think about the future
of this essential college space.
The library of the future must
be a learning commons — an
“information concourse” if
you will — where students can
access information and create
content in a variety of ways. In
our visioning here on campus,
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THE WRITINGS OF A
HOLY MAN

The three rare volumes of the collective
writings of Martin Luther — printed
in the mid-1500s, adorned with their
original covers and bindings, and gifted
to the Alma College Library more than
a century ago — bring history to life for
Alma’s students and scholars.

OLD BOOKS IN THE LIBRARY:
THE TOP 5

		

With his growing knowledge of the
holdings in the Alma College Library’s
Special Collection, Danny Wasserman
has become the campus “authority” of
the library’s old books. We asked him
to name the top five most interesting
old books in the closed collection.

• open space with comfortable seating

20

• private and group study spaces of different sizes

		

TEACHING TRADITIONAL
PHOTOGRAPHY IN THE
DIGITAL AGE

we’ve identified several key features that must be
included in the next renovation of the library:

• food and drink available as many hours as
possible
• a robust wireless network and abundant electrical
outlets
• multiple surfaces for writing ⁻ glass boards/walls,
whiteboards, etc.
• high-tech collaborative spaces that can be used
for classes during the day and student group work
at night

26

• a performance space that is visible to those walking by and yet has some sound muffling

		

• compact shelving and enough space to keep
books within easy reach
• 24-hour access
We’ve made great strides toward this vision with the
changes of the
past few years,
but I welcome
your thoughts
and observations
about what else
we should be
considering. What
do you think our
future learning
commons should
ABERNATHYJ@ALMA.EDU
include?
FACEBOOK.COM/ALMAPRESIDENT

— JEFF
ABERNATHY,
PRESIDENT

TWITTER.COM/JEFFABERNATHY
ALMA.EDU/OFFICES/PRESIDENT
(989) 463-7146

Professor Sandy Lopez-Isnardi has
seen a technology transformation in
the more than 20 years she has taught
photography at Alma College. She
reflects on how rapid technological
change has impacted how she teaches
in the digital age.

IN MID-CENTURY CHINA, A
PICTURE WAS WORTH A
THOUSAND WORDS

Public health campaigns were an
essential element in creating a modern,
strong Chinese nation, writes historian
and author Liping Bu.

28

TATTOOS CAUSE YOU TO
SWEAT LESS

30

‘GOODNIGHT, LITTLE ORCAS’

		

		

Maurie Luetkemeier conducts the
first known study on the changes in
sweating function associated with
tattooing. His research, documented in
national media coverage last summer,
rings an alarm for potential health risks
for heavily tattooed individuals.

A passion for education led Megan
Calderon ’05 to write a children’s book
not only for her own daughter, but for
many other children as well.

FEATURE

The writings of a holy man
THEY ARE OLDER THAN THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. THEY PRE-DATE THE
LANDING OF THE PILGRIMS AT PLYMOUTH ROCK. SHAKESPEARE WASN’T EVEN
BORN YET WHEN THEY STARTED “ROLLING” OFF THE PRESS. THE THREE RARE
VOLUMES OF THE COLLECTIVE WRITINGS OF MARTIN LUTHER — PRINTED IN THE
MID-1500S, ADORNED WITH THEIR ORIGINAL COVERS AND BINDINGS, AND GIFTED
TO THE ALMA COLLEGE LIBRARY MORE THAN A CENTURY AGO — BRING HISTORY
TO LIFE FOR ALMA’S STUDENTS AND SCHOLARS.

D

anny Wasserman loves old books —
really old books. He looks forward to
those times when he can research the
centuries-old volumes that are found in the
closed section of the Alma College Library.
He examines them closely, reads the
inscriptions and notices unique printing
characteristics. He reserves selected tomes
and shares them with his students in class.
He’s discovered many gems in Alma’s
collection, but none more intriguing —
and perhaps more valuable — than the
three volumes of the collective writings

of Martin Luther, the 16th-century professor of theology credited with starting the
Protestant Reformation.
The oldest books in the library, the
Luther volumes were published by
German printers in 1560, 1562 and 1565,
less than 20 years after Luther’s death.
Titled The Books and Writings of the
Revered and Blessed Man of God, Dr.
Martin Luther, the volumes — the fourth,
sixth and seventh in a series — were
donated to Alma College by Rev. James
F. Dickie in the early 20th century.

WHO WAS MARTIN LUTHER?
• Born 1482, died 1546.
• A German theologian, composer, priest and monk.
• Author of the Ninety-five Theses, allegedly nailing a copy of
the Theses to the door of the Wittenberg Castle Church.
• Translated the Bible into German.
• Considered the father of the Protestant Reformation.
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BEST-SELLERS OF THE FIRST
INFORMATION AGE
The development of the
Gutenberg printing press
around 1450 launched an
unprecedented exchange
of knowledge, according
to Danny Wasserman, who
teaches a spring term course
on the “best-sellers” of the
first information age.
“While we have no record of
how many books sold during
the 15th and 16th centuries,
we do know how many books
were printed, which gives
us a sense of what the most
popular books would have
been,” he says. “Many of the
books that were ‘best-sellers’
then were actually from the
ancient and medieval periods
— in essence ‘old news’ for
the times.”
The development of the
printing press was a defining
moment that began what
historians call the modern
period, says Wasserman.
The invention modernized
book production and elevated
education. However, even then
printers were mostly profitseeking businessmen who
typically asked, “what was
going to sell.”
The books are large, about four
inches thick and well maintained,
though the covers have faded. The
writings are in German, with some
Latin quotes sprinkled throughout. To safely preserve them,
Wasserman and library staff handle
them carefully and place them in
cradles when on display to prevent
putting too much pressure on the
fragile book spines.

A CONTROVERSIAL WRITER
“These particular volumes were
meant to be showpieces in a personal library,” says Wasserman, assistant

professor of history who teaches
courses in medieval and renaissance
history. “They have elegant bindings
with metal clasps, which were
originally used to prevent the pages
from expanding too much but later
became a decorative feature.
“On the covers there are inscriptions
and intricate designs,” he says. “Many
rare books have bindings that were
added by collectors in the 19th century, but our covers have the original
bindings to when they were printed.
The covers are made of wood and
covered by animal skin, which was a
standard practice of the time.” →

“The biggest patron early on
was the Catholic church,” says
Wasserman. “Prayer books,
choir books, church books and
Bibles were the early bestsellers. Religious books were
the largest genre of purchased
books of the first 150 years
following the invention of the
printing press. Martin Luther fit
nicely into this period. He was
the No. 1 best-selling author of
that time.”
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The volumes contain Luther’s
writings — mainly sermons and Bible
commentaries. Much of his work was
controversial for his time. Historians
note that his most famous writings
were the “Ninety-five Theses” and “On
Christian Liberty,” in which Luther
argues that good works contribute
absolutely nothing toward salvation;
instead, it was faith alone that could
justify humans in the eyes of God.
He also argued that scripture alone
is authoritative, not the words of the
pope or other human authors and
clergymen. His controversial “faith
alone” and “scripture alone” beliefs put
him at odds with the practices of the
Roman Catholic Church and sparked
a political and cultural movement that
would define the modern era.
“Our library has many old books
that are not necessarily rare,” says
Wasserman. “But these Martin Luther
volumes are extremely rare — there
are not many copies available.”

SPARKING THE IMAGINATION
When Wasserman joined the Alma
College faculty in 2013, he realized
that the library did not have a librarian
who specialized in old books. So he
determined to dig in on his own and
investigate the library’s collection.
“The library staff allowed me to
come into the closed section to look
around, and I was very surprised,”
he says. “I expected we would have
books from the 18th and 19th centuries, but never anticipated books from
the 16th century. I was very pleased,
and very excited. I bring these old
books, some 300 or 400 years old, to
class and try to get students excited
about studying history.”
For Wasserman, allowing students
to handle the books, to open the
pages and read, is an extension of
the “experiential learning” that Alma
College faculty strive to include in
their courses.

“I can show students a video of
the pyramids at Giza,” he explains.
“That’s cool, but everyone agrees that
going to the pyramids and seeing
them up close is better. I’ve shown
my students pictures of old books, but
they're not that interesting. However, if
I pass around an old book, then that’s
more exciting. Holding a rare book
sparks the imagination. That’s a key
thing for us here at Alma, where we
want our students to get excited about
learning.
“There also are the more technical
things about old books that are
interesting,” he says. “Each particular
copy tells you something about the
book — none are exactly the same.
The original owner may have given it
a different binding, or the comments
in the margins are unique.”

HOOKED ON HISTORY
His interest in old books was sparked
in graduate school during his
studies of the Reformation
period. In one of his first
classes, the assignment was
to go the school library’s
special collections, find
a book from that period,
study it, and then give a
report to the class.
“I found a Medieval
choir book, published
in 1450, with a thick
wooden cover that
stood more than two
feet tall — it was a
big book,” he says.
“It was my first
experience with rare
books, and I became
hooked. I continued
to study old books
in my dissertation
research, traveling
to libraries in Europe
and the United States.
“Here at Alma, we have a
nice teaching collection, a
broad collection of books
from past centuries,
some by very well-known
authors,” he says. “I’m
very grateful we have
them.” ❖

— MIKE SILVERTHORN
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DID YOU KNOW?
The year 2017 marked
the 500th anniversary
of the Protestant
Reformation, dating
back to 1517 with the
publishing of Luther’s
"Ninety-five Theses."

Up-close detail of the cover
clasp binding of one of the
Luther volumes and inside page.
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THE ALMA COLLEGE BIBLE
COLLECTION
On display in the Helen
MacCurdy Room, the Alma
College Bible Collection
consists of 147 leather-bound
Bibles in many languages
from around the world. Most
of the Bibles were donated
to the college in 1890 by John
M. Longyear, an Alma College
trustee from 1887-1903.
With publishing dates ranging
between 1811 and 1866, most of
the Bibles were commissioned
for foreign missions where
Bibles in specific languages
were required in order to
convert new groups of people.
In the 1920s, the college
contemplated selling the Bible
collection to the Library of
Congress but was counseled
by William Haven, the general
secretary of the American Bible
Society, to keep them.
“I think it is of great value to
a college library and to the
community growing up all about
to have such a collection in the
library and to have students see
these books and know of them,”
he wrote in correspondence at
the time. “It gives them an idea
of the place of the Bible in the
literature of the world.”
In 2014, Alma students Hannah
Hilditch ’17, Riley Hubbard
’15, Kaitlin Renner ’16 and
Natalie Sloggett ’17, as part
of an independent study,
researched the collection and
organized them by geographic
region and date.
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Old books in the library: The top 5
EDITOR’S NOTE: With his growing

knowledge of the holdings in the Alma College
Library’s Special Collection, Danny Wasserman
has become the campus “authority” of the
library’s old books. We asked him to name
the top five most interesting old books in the
closed collection.

THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV,
BY VOLTAIRE, PUBLISHED 1779
Voltaire, the French writer, historian,
philosopher and figurehead of the
Enlightenment, was a critic of King
Louis XIV. Shortly after Voltaire’s
death in 1778, his works were
translated into English. Alma’s
library holds two books of
Voltaire’s three-volume
biography of the
French monarch.

SOME THOUGHTS
CONCERNING EDUCATION,
BY JOHN LOCKE,
PUBLISHED 1705
This famous work by the 18th
century English philosopher
John Locke advocates
for educational reform
through the moral
education of children rather than the
mere acquisition of
facts. This particular
volume was printed just
a year after Locke’s death.
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THE WORKS OF DR. JONATHON SWIFT,
PUBLISHED 1766-1779
Best known for Gulliver’s Travels, Jonathon
Swift (1667-1745), the 18th century Irish
author, satirist and clergyman, also wrote
biographies of churchmen. The 24-volume
collection of his writings were published
about 20 years after Swift’s death.

ABOUT DANNY
WASSERMAN

THE MARTIN LUTHER VOLUMES,
PUBLISHED 1560, 1562, 1565

• Alma College Assistant
Professor of History
• Ph.D. from the
University of Virginia
• Specializes in the
history of 16th-century
Spain and its empire
• 2016 recipient of the
Andison Award for
Exellence in Teaching
• Teaches courses
in Medieval and
Renaissance history
and related fields

In translation from German, the title pages read:
The Fourth Part of all the Books and Writings of the Revered and
Blessed Man of God, Dr. Martin Luther
The Sixth Part of all the Books and Writings of the Revered and
Blessed Man of God, Dr. Martin Luther
The Seventh Part of all the Books and Writings of the Revered and
Blessed Man of God, Dr. Martin Luther
Although the three books are approximately the same
size and have similar bindings and text, they
actually were produced by three different printers.
Because Luther was such a popular author, not
one, but five different German printers printed their
own sets of Luther’s complete works.
Wasserman speculates that these covers may have
been pigskins, which was typical at the time in
German lands and also soft enough to engrave the
intricate designs seen here. The book bindings appear
to be original.

ORATIONES OMNES, BY MARCUS TULLIUS
CICERO, PUBLISHED 1783
The philosophical writings of the first century Roman orator
and politician were popular and widely read during the
Renaissance and well into the 18th century. ❖
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The library archives:
Where history is
preserved
SCRAPBOOKS, OLD ALMANIANS,
PHOTOGRAPHS AND
YEARBOOKS ARE JUST A FEW
OF THE ARCHIVED MATERIALS
THAT DOCUMENT THE HISTORY
OF ALMA COLLEGE, WRITES
LIBRARY COLLECTIONS
SPECIALIST VIKI EVERHART

H

ave you ever wondered how
Alma College was established
or what college life was like
years ago? The Alma College Library
has dedicated spaces to preserving
this history.

Documents start with the founding
papers from the late 1800s and go to
the present day. Photographs help
visualize what campus looked like and
the types of activities that took place.
We have yearbooks dating back as far
as 1910 and The Almanian starting in
1897. College catalogs give us information on what types of classes were
required and the cost to attend Alma
College throughout the years.

make them accessible through the
library web page. Today, visitors to the
website have access to almost 8,500
photos online.

Because these items are behind locked
doors, not many people know about the
treasures that can be found there.

My favorite items from Special
Collections are the scrapbooks. Before
technology evolved to the point of
instant sharing of information, students
looked for ways to document their college experience. Several scrapbooks
created by students from the early 20th

My interest in archives began with the
old photographs when the library’s
goal was to digitize the pictures and

Other items of interest in archives
include news bulletins, faculty papers,
programs from campus events,
athletics, Greek organizations and
biographical information on former
students and staff.

BOOKSTORE.ALMA.EDU

century have been given to the library
and are being stored in archives.
These books give us a glimpse of what
life must have been like on campus
a hundred years ago. They include
photographs, invitations to social
events, programs from performances
and signatures from classmates along
with their “happy thoughts.”
For me, one of the most interesting
scrapbooks belonged to Homer Joel
Barlow ’29. The prestigious student
award given on Honors Day every year
was named after him.
In the early years of our history, much
of the students’ free time was spent in
social events that are now long gone.
Can you imagine having a freshman
vs. sophomore tug-of-war competition
on the Pine River? There are several
posters announcing the event in the
scrapbooks. Other common keepsakes
were dance cards (with mini pencils)
and corsages. A few kept their beanies
or “pots,” which freshmen were
required to wear at all times.
By scavenging through Special
Collections, you can start to imagine
life on the Alma College campus
years ago. ❖

—VIKI EVERHART,

Library Special Collections
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REFER A

Student
BE AN AMBASSADOR!

Carol Zeile, director of the Alma College Library

The value of the printed page

“DIGITAL RESOURCES HAVE THEIR ADVANTAGES,
BUT THE VALUE OF THE PRINTED BOOK WILL ALWAYS
REMAIN.” — CAROL STRUBLE ZEILE ’74
today’s electronic age,
with online resources
IN
available with a click of a

button, librarianship has in
many ways gotten easier and
less labor intensive, notes Carol
Struble Zeile ’74, director of the
Alma College Library.
However, at the same time,
the rapid pace of technology
demands that librarians today
must have more expertise in
a variety of areas, she says. A
major challenge is determining
how to maintain a balance
between print and electronic
resources in the library.
While the Alma College Library
houses more than 245,000 print
volumes and more than 246,000
microforms, the library also
offers these digital resources
and initiatives:
• Approximately 150,000
e-books that are accessible
in the online catalog, and
more than 125,000 electronic
journals-individually and as
part of article databases.
• Digitized Alma College
publications, such as The
Almanian, in order to make
the full text available online.
• Approximately 9,000 archival photographs available
digitally through the online
photo archives.

While the library has had an
online library catalog since
the 1990s, in 2016 the library
migrated to an open source
catalog. This transition provides a modern interface that is
familiar to students and moves
further away from the “card
catalog” mentality.
Despite an ever-increasing
demand for electronic resources, the fact remains that not all
information can be found online — a truth that few students
seem to realize, says Zeile.
“The book format has survived
all these years,” she says.
“Today, if the electricity
goes out, you can still pull
out a book and read it. If the
software changes on your
electronic reader, you can still
find a book and read it. If the
DVD format changes, you can
still read a book.
“Books are the basis of all the
information we have, going
back to the hieroglyphics on
cave walls and to original
manuscripts,” she says. “Digital
resources have their advantages, but the value of the printed
book will always remain.”❖

— MIKE SILVERTHORN

REFERRAL AWARD
Do you know a student who might
be a great fit for Alma? Students
who are referred by an alumnus,
faculty, staff member, current
students, parent or friend of the
college, and who ultimately attend
Alma receive the Alma College
Referral Award. As an ambassador
you qualify the student for a $1,000
award per year (up to four years) in
your name.

LEARN MORE AT
ALMA.EDU/REFER.
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How to be tech-savvy
LINDSEY SCHMIDT KULT ’14 IS A
GRANDPARENT’S BEST FRIEND, ESPECIALLY
WHEN IT COMES TO HELPING THEM KEEP PACE
WITH THEIR GRANDKIDS’ TECHNOLOGY.
indsey Schmidt Kult is a jack-of-alltrades when it comes to her work as
La library
technology aide at the Howard
Miller Public Library in Zeeland, Mich.
Her many roles include managing the
library’s website and social media, purchasing electronic content and taking
photographs.
Educating community members on
using computers and other electronic
devices, however, might be her most
rewarding role.
“I teach community members of all ages
how to be more tech-savvy,” says Kult.
“My busiest seasons are the holidays when
parents and grandparents upgrade to a device that they need help operating. Simply
put, I help them keep pace with their
children and grandchildren who seem to

know everything about
today’s technology.”
Kult teaches a range of
topics including internet safety,
use of common social media platforms
and tricks and tips of using specific
applications on a computer, phone or
tablet. The small class sizes allow her to
connect with individuals on a personal
level to best help their specific needs.
When she’s not spending time at the
library, she often is volunteering in her
community.
“I'm an adoption counselor at the
Humane Society of West Michigan, which
is one of the most rewarding experiences
in my life,” says Kult. “During the spring,
I volunteer with Girls on the Run, an
organization I started working with when
I was a senior at Alma College.”
Helping others learn is not new territory
for Kult, who spent time at Alma College
as a tutor and teaching assistant for
Kristin Olbertson, associate professor of
history and a mentor to Kult during her
time on campus.

Getting lost in learning
FROM COLLEGE TO A CAREER, LIFELONG CONNECTIONS HELPED PAVE THE WAY
FOR REFERENCE AND SOCIAL SCIENCES LIBRARIAN ELIZABETH HEITSCH ’08.
the middle of her
junior year at Alma
IN
College, Elizabeth Heitsch ’08 turned

to the librarians in the Alma College
Library for advice on how to discover a
career that best fit her education.
“I had no idea how I wanted to use my
history degree,” says Heitsch. “They
suggested that I look into a profession
in libraries, which had somehow never
occurred to me.”
The librarians helped her identify
schools with programs, looked over her
application materials and cheered her
on through grad school.
“The library staff at Alma College had
the biggest impact on my life and career,” says Heitsch. “My work-study job
at the library, and the support network
it provided, was really what got me
through college and into my role today.”
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Now, Heitsch works as a reference and
social sciences librarian at the University
of Mary Washington in Fredericksburg,
Va., where there is a liberal arts
connection that resonates well with her
undergraduate experience.
“The breadth of my Alma education puts
me in a great place to help students who
are researching topics across the curriculum,” says Heitsch. “When I teach
students about research, I find myself,
on almost a daily basis, repeating things
my Alma professors said to me:
“Be critical. Always ask why. Look for
connections.”
Whether it’s working with classes or
individuals, Heitsch introduces students
to library resources and strategies for
their research. She helps them learn
to find and critically evaluate the best
resources for their research needs.

“Dr. Olbertson opened my eyes to what
can be achieved in the world, shaping
my college experience and outlook on
life beyond Alma College,” says Kult,
who double majored in biology and
history at Alma. “She saw the potential
in my first real historical research paper
and pushed me to submit it to the
Michigan Academy of Science, Arts and
Letters, where it later got accepted. She
was there for my first professional presentation, when my family was unable to
make it.”
“Many of my experiences at Alma
helped me prepare for my line of work
well before I knew I had stumbled
across my dream job,” says Kult. “I am
thankful for the many great memories
and opportunities I received as a Scot.”
Albert Einstein once said, “The only
thing you absolutely have to know
is the location of the library.” That’s
exactly where you can find Lindsey Kult,
making a difference in the lives of many
individuals in her community. ❖

—DEREK DEVINE

“In school, I loved the research process
and the opportunity to get lost in learning
about new things,” says Heitsch. “Since
‘professional student’ isn’t a viable career
path, being an academic librarian is really
the perfect job for someone like me.”
Heitsch had the opportunity to return
to the Alma College Library as a visiting
librarian in 2012, allowing her to work
professionally with many of the same
people who helped her succeed.
“My mentors at Alma College helped me
find a profession that I love, and they
continue to support and advise me professionally,” says Heitsch. “I really can’t
say enough how lucky I am to know them
as professional colleagues and friends.”
Every day, students bring Elizabeth
Heitsch new questions. It’s her job to
point them in the right direction.
“Alma prepares you to make a difference,” says Heitsch. “You leave Alma
with the skills and education you need
to make a difference and a responsibility
to effect positive change.” ❖

—DEREK DEVINE

Education matters everywhere

IT TOOK ONLY ONE VISIT TO AN IMPOVERISHED COUNTRY FOR MEGAN BURNS ’20 TO REALIZE
HOW CRUCIAL QUALITY EDUCATION IS — NO MATTER WHERE YOU LIVE.

W

hen it came time for the children
in Megan Burns’ elementary
classroom to select reading material, many of the local Ghanaian students
reached for books with tears and missing pages — the books that were most
relatable to their own life experience.
These were the books they wanted to
read, but they were few and far between.
Some students were left with donated
books they simply weren’t able to
comprehend.
“Children want to read books that
relate to their current state of life and
the culture that surrounds them,” says
Burns. “However, these books often
are limited in quantity in classrooms in
impoverished countries.”
Burns, a sophomore at Alma College,
experienced classroom teaching last
summer in the two African nations
of Rwanda and Ghana via the Alma
Venture and Posey Global Leadership
Fellows programs.
“When I spent time in classrooms and
libraries in both countries, I noticed kids
would gravitate to the books that most
represented them,” says Burns. “They
wanted to read about the things they see
on a daily basis.”

SNOW: A FOREIGN CONCEPT IN
AFRICA
Many of these young children are
struggling with comprehension, so it is
important that they are provided with
books and tools that help establish educational growth, says Burns. However,
thinking about whether a topic is relatable to a child in another country is not
something that is
often considered
when it comes
to donating
books and other
materials.
“There is
obviously a
big difference
between our
lifestyle in the
United States

compared to countries like Rwanda
and Ghana,” says Burns. “Our holidays,
foods and weather can be very different
compared to anything these children
will ever experience.”

with the necessary tools and skillsets
to be successful would not only make
a direct impact on current students, but
the many children to come through the
school system in years to come.

An obvious example is snow — a foreign
concept to most throughout the African
continent. In many cases, fundraising to
purchase books specific to where these
children are in life might prove to be the
best option.

“My goal is to find a career where my
work will have longevity and continue
to help people as time goes on,” says
Megan. “Teaching skills will allow me to
do that.”

“There are many children’s books being
created locally that better fit the culture
and education system,” says Burns.
“Residents of Rwanda and Ghana are
looking to inspire their own people and
children to have great careers and lives
beyond the classroom.”

TRAINING TEACHERS IN GHANA
Through her Venture and Posey Global
experiences, Burns discovered a passion for giving back while encouraging
growth within local classrooms and
communities.

Burns’ first experience in the classroom
as an educator in Rwanda and Ghana
led to a lifelong desire of improving
the quality of life in an impoverished
country. It also has allowed her to grow
as a student herself and grasp a greater
perspective of the road ahead.
“Knowing that I am working toward
helping people in the future has given
me greater sense of accomplishment,”
says Megan. “I have the opportunity to
use my education at Alma College to
give back, and I am so excited to continue this journey.” ❖

—DEREK DEVINE

“I want to go back to Ghana and train
teachers,” she says. “Providing them
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Making museums interactive
MAGGIE MALONE ’04 HELPS THE PANHANDLE-PLAINS HISTORICAL MUSEUM GIVE ITS GUESTS A
HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE AS THEY LEARN ABOUT THE HISTORY OF THE SOUTHWEST

M

aggie Malone ’04 strives to learn
something new every day.

Working at a 285,000-square-foot
historical museum with more than two
million artifacts in its collections makes
that goal a relatively easy one.
Malone serves as registrar for the
largest history museum in Texas, the
Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum
(PPHM), located on the campus of West
Texas A&M University. The interactive
museum allows visitors to relive the
stories of courage and hardship, victory
and defeat, over the past 14,000 years.

“We provide our guests an experience
and not just a walk-through,” says
Malone. “It helps you make a connection; it helps make your visit stay in your
mind after you leave.”
To add a humanizing effect to the great
stories of the past, the PPHM recently
hosted an effort to collect tangible
memorabilia that belonged to soldiers
and volunteers from World War I.

“You’re no longer just reading something
in a book when you can see the boots
worn by a real soldier,” says Malone.
“Seeing items in person is much more
memorable, and having them there in
front of you makes it real.”

A REAL-WORLD TRAVELER
Malone has always been about real-world
experiences. She participated in the
study abroad program with Alma College
at Aberdeen University in Scotland and
has since traveled to more than eight
countries and most of the states in the
continental U.S.
“I love to travel, and I love learning,”
says Malone, who majored in sociology
and completed a program of emphasis
in anthropology. “I taught myself basic
Korean, which I put to use when I visited
South Korea in 2014. It is my goal to
learn something new every day.”
At Alma College, Malone drew inspiration from student-mentor connections.

Malone took classes with current
faculty member Chih-Ping Chen, but
the bond the two formed outside of the
classroom helped her develop into the
woman she is today.
Former professor Mary Theresa
Bonhage-Freund introduced Malone
to many new experiences, including
archeological digs in Michigan and
an internship with the Field Museum
in Chicago, where she learned many
of the same practices she uses in her
current work.

FUN-FACT FRIDAYS
At PPHM, Malone focuses on information management, taking an active hand
in exhibit preparations and execution,
and creating Fun Fact Friday write-ups
for PPHM’s social media accounts —
posts that feature items from the history
and textile collections that might not
otherwise be seen by the public.
Although this is just a snapshot of her vast
role as registrar, Malone often relies on
the skills she’s learned as a Scot in every
aspect of her career. In fact, she believes
selecting a small, liberal arts college is
still the best decision of her life.
“I continue to utilize what I learned and
experienced at Alma College not only in
my job, but I am able to apply it in my
everyday living,” says Malone. “It was
through the smaller class sizes and the
ability to connect with my professors
on a one-on-one basis that I was able to
achieve some of the milestones in my
life, as well as allowing me to enjoy and
learn from my college experience.”
Whether it’s providing an impactful guest
experience or giving insight to other
professionals in the field, Maggie Malone
loves to serve as a role model to teach
others something new every day. ❖

—DEREK DEVINE

18

A call for teen leaders
‘I LOVE MAKING CONNECTIONS WITH THE YOUTH IN THE COMMUNITY AND AM PROUD
TO WATCH THEM GROW INTO ADULTS.’ — TINNA MILLS ’03

B

orn and raised in mid-Michigan,
Tinna Mills ’03 took the opportunity to attend college and practice a
profession within the community most
dear to her heart.
Mills works for the Chippewa River
District Library System (CRDL) in
Isabella County, where she focuses on
collection development, leading the
CRDL Teen Advisory Board and working
at the help desk. She can also be found
reading to young children at story time
or visiting a local school to share learning activities and opportunities.
“The CRDL Teen Advisory Board allows
me to put a large emphasis on teen
leadership,” says Mills. “I encourage
teens to take on planning and leadership
roles for multiple events and volunteer
at activities at the library and in the
community.”
Recently, Mills had a small group of teen
leaders join her for a presentation at the
Michigan Library Association's Spring
Institute to teach best practices for youth

leadership and getting involved within a
community.
“Young people who learn solid leadership skills early on grow in confidence
for life, as well as college and career
readiness skills,” says Mills. “I love
making connections with the youth in
the community and am proud to watch
them grow into adults.”
One of the biggest draws of attending
Alma College was location, but its closeknit community also offered something
that Mills valued while getting a college
education.
“Having a personal connection with
many at Alma College served as a model
for how I interact with every patron who
walks through the doors of the library,”
says Mills, who majored in English. “My
experiences taught me about perseverance, teamwork and the value of solid
leadership.”
In college, Mills had an opportunity to
work at the Alma Public Schools after

school program, tutoring kids and teaching classes. She also spent time working
for Gratiot County Child Advocacy, using
drama to teach elementary and middle
school students about appropriate touch
and healthy personal safety boundaries.
These tools, mixed with the education
she received at Alma, helped her
become a successful leader within her
role today.
“People walk into a library ready to
learn,” says Mills. “I believe I can help
them reach any goal, whether it is early
literacy skills for their young child, job
search skills, lessons on using a new
tablet or a chance for teens to find a
caring community and an opportunity to
practice their leadership skills.”
Alma College laid the perfect foundation
for Mills’ future endeavors and has
granted her the chance to help youth in
her beloved community lay a foundation
for their future as well. ❖

—DEREK DEVINE
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Teaching classical photography in the digital age
PROFESSOR SANDY LOPEZ-ISNARDI HAS SEEN A TECHNOLOGY
TRANSFORMATION IN THE MORE THAN 20 YEARS SHE HAS TAUGHT
PHOTOGRAPHY AT ALMA COLLEGE — FROM FILM TO DIGITAL, FROM
KODAK TO IPHONE, FROM DARKROOM TO PHOTOSHOP. SHE REFLECTS
ON HOW RAPID TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGE HAS IMPACTED HOW SHE
TEACHES TRADITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY IN THE DIGITAL AGE.

Enlarging their images in the darkroom is
always a challenge as well, as they begin
to understand why software such as
Photoshop has levels and curves, burning
and dodging tools, and the importance of
these tools to enhance an image not just
for “coolness,” but to add to the power of
the communique.

I

The slowing-down of picture making
through classical photography allows
students to understand — not memorize — the power of the photograph
as a medium to communicate ideas:
factually, poetically and as a narrative.
They understand the notion of context
and what happens when you read photos
out of context as they better grasp their
viewfinder’s power to add and subtract
information.

own an iPhone 7, a point and shoot
and a high-end DSLR. Most people
own one of these camera formats that
technically corrects everything except
sharpness, although I understand that,
too, is going to be a thing of the past.

on any social and cultural level. One can
take photographs much in the same way
that one can write in a journal. Making a
photograph requires more critical thinking, similar to writing a research paper,
poem, prose or short story.

You may wonder, “What’s the point of
taking a class in photography” — or better
yet, who would choose such a major
and why? What does photography offer
beyond the technical issues?

We are bombarded with thousands
of pictures daily from the media and,
like writing and reading, one needs to
be literate to know how to discern the
difference between well-researched
or well-written creative writing versus
writing in the vernacular to communicate
everyday information.

I liken photography to writing. It is an
available, everyday means of communication and used for almost all transactions

Teaching traditional or classical photography (film and darkroom) at the
college level gives students a chance
to deal with the bare bones technology that creates less distraction,
due to the many bells and whistles
available on digital cameras that
may often become a distraction to
making good photos.
Once students learn the basics of
the mechanical film camera, where
previews are not available until the
darkroom work reveals the image,
they have a new-found respect for
creating a photograph. The process
of creating a photograph has a
different level of investment, so they
slow down and look at scenes they
wish to capture more carefully before
releasing the shutter. They have a new
appreciation for the work of others
and better understand historically
recognized photographers and some
of the images they produced. Students
grasp the meaning of making a picture
that communicates most powerfully
and can deliver a message, just like a
well-written communique, a beautiful
poem or a great novel.
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Personally, I experience photography
as another language. I see all camera
formats, technology and processes for
what they offer an artist to best communicate their ideas. It is important for me
to understand and explore how all the
processes/techniques/camera formats I
select offer the best means of enhancing
my idea so that it works on many levels —
and therefore it is a unified piece visually,
technically and compositionally. ❖

— SANDY LOPEZ-ISNARDI

ABOUT SANDY LOPEZ-ISNARDI
• Professor and Chair of the
Art and Design Department
• Member of the Alma College
faculty since 1995
• Teaches photography, digital
imaging, graphic design and
new media arts
• Has led Spring Term classes
to Copper Harbor, Mich.,
Chicago and New York and
the countries of Argentina,
Ecuador and Spain

“Journey in Copper,”
artist’s proof, intaglio-relief
print
This is a photo-based
intaglio relief print with
copper and gold leaf.
It was created by montaging two digital images,
printing them out as
digital negatives and positives to create solar intaglio and relief plates. This
processes printmaking
with photography using
newer technology available in both mediums.
This photograph was
selected by the Muskegon
Museum of Art's 89th
Regional Exhibition.

“Adonai in Gold,” artist’s proof, intaglio-relief print
This image is created with the same technique described above.

“MY OWN WORK EXPLORES A
VARIETY OF PHOTOGRAPHIC
TECHNIQUES THAT ALWAYS
ADD TO MY UNDERSTANDING
OF THE MEDIUM, HOW IT
COMMUNICATES AND HOW TO
MAKE IT METAPHORIC TO REACH
A BROADER AUDIENCE.
HERE ARE DIFFERENT
TECHNIQUES THAT I AM USING
NOW AND HAVE USED IN THE
PAST. THESE IMAGES DO NOT
CREATE A BODY OF WORK WITH
ONE THEME, BUT RATHER ARE
EXAMPLES FROM VARIOUS
BODIES OF WORK TO SUPPORT
MY POINT.”
— SANDY LOPEZ-ISNARDI
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Work in Progress, untitled,
pigment inkjet print

“Palomitas,” artist’s proof,
platinum/palladium print

PHOTOS ©2017 C. S. LOPEZ-ISNARDI

This image was created
with an old film-based Twin
Lens Reflex camera dating
back to the 1950s. The film
was scanned to create a digital negative via Photoshop,
whereby the curves must be
adjusted to create a negative with enough density to
expose various older processes. Series in progress.

22

“Shimmer,” artist’s proof, platinum/palladium print
Series in progress.

“Installation — The Alyeska Pipe Line and the Environment,”
on display at the Flora Kirsch Beck Gallery, Alma College,
November-December 2016.
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CAMPUS NEWS
Full-tuition scholarship for
Gratiot County students
lma College will award
full-tuition scholarships to 10
A
Gratiot County students every

year as part of the Alma College
Community Engagement
(ACE) Scholarship Program.
ACE Scholars will be active in
community service throughout Gratiot County, meeting
community needs while gaining
career skills and experience.
The ACE Scholarship was created as a result of conversations
between community education
leaders and Alma College
administrators. The program
targets Gratiot County’s most
community-involved students
who could not otherwise afford
an Alma College education.
“Our strategic plan includes a
commitment to strengthening
the campus/community connections,” says Alma College
President Jeff Abernathy.
“This new program will enable
outstanding students from
Gratiot County the opportunity
to receive an Alma education
that will prepare them for leadership opportunities and for a
great career.”
Community service is a major
component of the ACE Scholars
Program. It not only rewards
community involvement that
students demonstrated in
high school, it also supports
continuing community service
and leadership roles. During

their four years at Alma College,
the scholars will volunteer
with local agencies, serve
as Community Engagement
Ambassadors, attend
workshops and professional
development conferences and
participate in service/leadership student organizations.
The program fulfills a community need by providing an
undergraduate education for
students who might not otherwise consider Alma College
as a viable choice because of
cost, says Donalynn Ingersoll,
superintendent of Alma
Public Schools.
“Many of our students
are active and engaged in
community, church and local
non-profit organizations, but
then they graduate and cannot
afford a college education or
they leave our area to attend
school in another community,” says Ingersoll. “The
ACE program opens a way
for some of these students to
enroll at Alma College and
continue their community
involvement. We are extremely
supportive and excited to be a
part of this initiative.”
By 2021, four classes of ACE
Scholars will be engaged in the
program, representing a $1.5
million investment by the college in the education of Gratiot
County students. ❖

“These are the students that Alma College covets — active, engaged
students who want to make a difference in their home communities.”

— Jeff Abernathy
24

The announcement, made during
a launch celebration in the Hogan
Center lobby, attracted television
news coverage. “I’m excited
about this collaborative effort to
invest in the Alma and greater
Gratiot communities,” says
President Abernathy.
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In mid-century China, a picture was worth a thousand words
PUBLIC HEALTH CAMPAIGNS WERE AN ESSENTIAL
ELEMENT IN CREATING A MODERN, STRONG CHINESE
NATION, WRITES HISTORIAN AND AUTHOR LIPING BU.

A

poster image on the cover
of Liping Bu’s new book
illustrates the methods rural
Chinese people were taught in
the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s to prevent
the spread of malaria.

modern, strong Chinese nation,
says Bu. As China faced pressure
by other world powers to modernize itself, the public health
movement was a crucial part of
the modernization movement.

“Malaria was a devastating
disease in China, and a major
effort of the anti-malaria campaigns was to teach the public
the methods to prevent it,” says
Bu, professor of history at Alma
College and author of the newly
published Public Health and the
Modernization of China, 18652015. “This included spraying the
pesticide DDT, covering standing
water, using bed nets and window
screens and burning mosquito
repellent incense.”

Modernization meant addressing
the high illiteracy rate. A major
achievement of the government
of the People’s Republic of China
was linking public health education with the literacy movement.

The messages were conveyed to
the less literate masses largely by
visual materials, such as health
posters and pictorials. The illustrations provided the scientific
information about the mosquito’s
life cycle and how it spread malaria from the sick to the healthy,
and the methods of prevention.
“The anti-malaria messages were
easy to understand, and the images realistic to imitate and practice
in real life,” says Bu. “The
information encouraged people
to change their health behavior.
Using posters with illustrations
spoke directly to the people.”

ADVANCES IN PUBLIC HEALTH
Public health campaigns were an
essential element in creating a
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“You can’t teach public health
without first teaching people to
read and write,” says Bu. “Literacy
classes centered on science
and health practices and how to
prevent diseases. The popularization of scientific knowledge was
carried out in the literacy classes.”
The advances in public health
were an integral part of China’s
rise, writes Bu. Life expectancy in
China improved from 38 in 1949 to
73 in 2010.
Bu’s book, published in spring
2017, analyzes the public health
concerns that were closely tied
to China’s political and economic
developments at different times. It
also examines the dominance of
scientific knowledge of medicine
in public health education, the
challenge of transmitting scientific
knowledge of health and diseases
to a large population with a high
illiteracy rate, and how health
campaigns contributed to the
reduction and elimination of epidemic diseases such as smallpox,
cholera and malaria.

A LONG TIME IN
THE MAKING
She began the project in 2001, with
research at libraries and archival
centers in China, the United States
and the United Kingdom. In 2006,
an Andrew Mellon Fellowship
at Needham Research Institute
allowed her to study medicine and
public health during her sabbatical
at Cambridge University. In 2009,
she received a $130,000 grant from
the National Institutes of Health to
support her research.
“This is a book that was a long
time in the making,” she says.
“It’s a great relief to finally have
it completed and published. At a
teaching college like Alma, there
is little time to write. So you find
opportunities during holidays,
term breaks, sabbaticals — any free
time at all — to write. It was great
fun, even though there was self-imposed pressure to finish it.”
Bu was born and raised in China,
coming to the United States for
graduate school and eventually
joining the Alma College faculty in
1999. She personally experienced
the public health system in China
as a healthy child.
“I loved sports and played basketball and volleyball in school,” she
says. “I remember that primary
health care was available to all the
people, though the technical level
was low. China was not highly
advanced scientifically because
of the Cold War isolation from
Western technical and scientific
advances in those decades.”
Public Health and the
Modernization of China, 1865-2015
was published by Routledge and is
a part of the Routledge Studies in
the Modern History of Asia. ❖

—MIKE SILVERTHORN

Liping Bu, professor of history at Alma College and
author of the newly published Public Health and the
Modernization of China, 1865-2015.
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Research: Tattoos cause
you to sweat less
MAURIE LUETKEMEIER CONDUCTS THE FIRST KNOWN STUDY
ON THE CHANGES IN SWEATING FUNCTION ASSOCIATED WITH
TATTOOING. HIS RESEARCH, DOCUMENTED IN NATIONAL MEDIA
COVERAGE LAST SUMMER, RINGS AN ALARM FOR POTENTIAL
HEALTH RISKS FOR HEAVILY TATTOOED INDIVIDUALS.
he popularity of tattoos has inTamong
creased in recent times, especially
young people. A recent study

estimated that 40 percent of Americans
between the ages of 26 and 40 have at
least one tattoo.
Because the tattooing process involves
permanently depositing ink under the skin
at a similar depth as the sweat glands,
Alma College’s Maurie Luetkemeier and
two students posed the question: Does
possessing a tattoo interfere with the basic
functions of the sweat gland?
To partially answer this question, they
conducted a study involving 10 subjects
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who had tattoos on one side of their
upper body but not the other. The
researchers chemically stimulated both
the tattooed skin and the non-tattooed
skin to determine whether there were
differences in sweat rate and the saltiness of the sweat.
“The tattooed skin produced about
half as much sweat as the non-tattooed
skin,” says Luetkemeier, professor
of integrative physiology and health
science. “In addition, sweat from the
tattooed skin was significantly saltier
than the non-tattooed skin.”
Former students Joe Hanisko and Kyle

The New York Times
reported on Professor
Maurie Luetkemeier’s
ground-breaking research
on tattoos last August,
and then more than 20
additional national and
international media outlets
ran follow-up stories.
Among the most prominent
media and online
consumer health sites that
published stories included
Time Health, Runner’s
World, Teen Vogue, Daily
Mail (United Kingdom),
Globe & Mail (Toronto),
Inked Magazine, Yahoo
Beauty, Healthline News,
Men’s Journal, Men’s
Fitness, New York Post,
Women’s Running and
Livestrong.

Aho, both 2015 graduates of Alma
College, assisted Luetkemeier in the
study. Hanisko and Aho are now pursuing doctoral degrees in physical therapy.
“To our knowledge, this is the first study
of its kind to document alterations in
sweating function associated with tattooing,” says Luetkemeier. “However, we are
somewhat cautious about our results. The
process we used for stimulating sweat
glands differs from the normal process,
which involves cooling yourself following
a rise in body temperature.
“Yet, this preliminary study provides a
‘proof of concept’ for more studies to be
done,” he says. “Future research may
address the ultimate question whether
or not heavily tattooed individuals are at
risk of heat-related injuries.”
Their research was published last
summer in Medicine and Science in
Sports and Exercise, the periodical of the
American Colleges of Sports Medicine. ❖

—MIKE SILVERTHORN

ATHLETIC NEWS
Sports information student
assistants: The best in the MIAA
EVERY YEAR, THE MIAA BESTOWS THE RENNER
AWARD TO THE LEAGUE’S TOP SPORTS INFORMATION
STUDENT ASSISTANT. FOR ALMA, WINNING THE
RENNER HAS BECOME A SOURCE OF PRIDE.
the sports information office
at Alma College, everything is
IN
organized around opportunities. With

the responsibility of providing coverage
for the school’s 25 varsity sports, the
pace of work is hectic, but at the center
of all the activity — regardless of wins
or losses — is a real-life, laboratory-like
environment that allows students to
gain experience in the work of athletics
communications.
The goal for every one of our students
— especially those interested in a
career in sport media — is to gain as
much practical experience as possible
through our office so that they can become ideal candidates for internships,
graduate assistantships and full-time
positions after graduation.
Students who work in the sports information office are taught leadership and
the value of teamwork, given responsibility to handle the day-to-day details for
some of the Scots’ teams, and have a
significant impact in how Alma College
athletics is presented publicly. Behind
every game program, photo, story,
social media post and video is the hard
work of students learning their craft.
My approach to sports information
came out of the opportunity given
to me as an undergraduate at
Northern Michigan University. Hired
into the sports information office as
a sophomore, I was given leadership
responsibility, a sport to care for and a
voice on how to improve office operations. It was an environment where I
was free to fail and learn, and throughout my career, I have always wanted
to replicate that. When I arrived at
Alma in 2015, I was thankful to find that
my vision lined up with the college’s
philosophy of supplementing academic
studies with relevant experiential learning opportunities.

Grace Wheeler ’15
is an athletics communications assistant at Michigan
State University.

Thanks to this approach,
Alma College has the
distinction of winning
the Tom Renner Award
for the past three years,
marking our operation
as one of the best in the
Michigan Intercollegiate
Brad Vannatter ’16 works in New York City
Athletic Association.
on staff with the National Football League.
Every year, the MIAA’s
Ali Holmquist ’17 holds a graduate assistant
sports information direcposition in the athletics communication office
tors bestow the Renner
at Eastern Michigan University.
Award to the league’s
top sports information
student assistant. For us,
positions in the Midwest, and she
winning the Renner has
eventually chose Eastern Michigan
become a source of pride. Since we
University, where she is pursuing a
have won it three times in a row, it is
master’s degree for the next two years
now an expectation.
while working in the Eagles’ athletics
Grace Wheeler ’15 started the streak in
communications office.
2015, working four years under former
I believe what makes Alma College a
SID Mike Hanson. After being accepted
special place is that we can provide
as a graduate assistant at Central
significant hands-on opportunities for
Michigan University, we hired her to
our students. In the world of athletics
be the assistant sports information
communications, that experience puts
director here. She helped elevate our
our students above their peers as they
operation and made such a name for
seek out their next steps following gradherself that Michigan State University
uation. My own personal goal is to have
hired her in 2016 as an athletics comour office win the Renner Award every
munications assistant.
year, and I am pretty sure we have the
Brad Vannatter ’16 spent four years as a
students on staff to keep the award here
student employee of our office, working
for the next several years. ❖
in virtually every area of our operation,
—PAUL THOMAS
and is now in New York City on staff
with the National Football League in the
SPORTS INFORMATION DIRECTOR
area of statistical quality control. Brad
has his eye on front office operations in
the NFL or with a franchise team.
Ali Holmquist ’17 began her career at
Alma with the women’s lacrosse team,
but became a leader in our office as a
senior. Hungry for experience, Ali led
our statistical crews in several sports
and became a valuable member of our
operation. Ali’s experience made her
a finalist for several graduate assistant
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‘Goodnight, Little Orcas’
A PASSION FOR EDUCATION LED MEGAN CALDERON
’05 TO WRITE A CHILDREN’S BOOK NOT ONLY FOR HER
OWN DAUGHTER, BUT FOR OTHER CHILDREN AS WELL

W

hen Megan Hlavaty Calderon
’05 and her husband,
Alejandro, bought their
daughter Gabriela a stuffed orca,
they wanted a book to go along
with it. Calderon had no success in
finding one.
“After I couldn’t find a fitting book,
I turned to my husband and told
him that I would just write one for
her,” says Calderon. “So, I did.”
As someone who started off in
the business world, publishing a
children’s book wasn’t something
that Calderon had planned to do.
That is why Goodnight, Little Orcas

“I’ve come to a frightening conclusion that I am the
decisive element in the classroom. It’s my personal
approach that creates the climate. It’s my daily mood that
makes the weather. As a teacher, I possess a tremendous
power to make a child’s life miserable or joyous. I can
be a tool of torture or an instrument of inspiration. I
can humiliate or heal. In all situations, it is my response
that decides whether a crisis will be escalated or deescalated and a child humanized or dehumanized.”
— Haim Ginott, teacher, child psychologist, parent
educator and author of the best-selling book, Between
Parent and Child.
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CALLING CHILDREN’S
BOOK AUTHORS

holds a meaning dear to Calderon’s
heart, especially as it plays a big role
in the lives of both of her daughters,
Gabriela, 3, and Camila, 11 months.

Her passion for education led to
her desire to write a book for not
only her own daughter, but for
many other children as well.

Calderon currently teaches elementary classes for Chicago Public Schools
in both the general and transitional
bilingual (Spanish) programs.
She credits former Alma College
professor Mark Seals for instilling her
passion for helping children learn.

“I initially planned to make just
one copy on a photobook website
like Snapfish,” says Calderon.
“However, the more I thought
about it, and the potential market
for this type of book, the more I
desired to have it published.”

“Although I didn’t major in education, Dr. Seals’ enthusiasm for and
clear love of teaching stuck with
me when I later got my teaching
certification and master’s degree
in education,” says Calderon. “He
shared a quote with us from Haim
G. Ginott, which I’ve always taped to
my desk in my classroom as a daily
reminder of the impact a teacher can
have on a student.”

Calderon began to look into both
traditional and self-publishing
processes. She also contacted
Alma alumna and sorority sister
Kristy Butts Benson ’05, who
has a history with co-authoring
children’s books, for advice.
“Once the process started, it
took about a year to complete,”
says Calderon. “The book was
released in July, and now I’ve
been working on setting up my
business and marketing the book
with the main target being the
Pacific coast up through British
Columbia and Alaska where orcas
are most present.”
No matter where Goodnight, Little
Orcas takes her, she always will
value the impact it has on her
own children.
“The most rewarding part about
writing this book is when my
daughter asks me to read it to
her,” says Calderon. “When seeing
an orca in other animal books,
she often says, ‘That’s in your
book, mama!”

Have you written and
published a children’s book?
We want to know about it!
Email us your name, the title,
a paragraph summary of your
book, and the reason why you
wrote it to: plaid@alma.edu.
We will print responses in a
future issue of The Tartan.

Gabriela also smiles big when she
turns to one of the pages and sees the
little girl pointing to an orca, knowing
the illustration represents herself.
From working with biotechnology
companies in Spain, to teaching
and reading to elementary students,
to writing a children’s book for
many to enjoy, Calderon looks to
learn as much as possible with
each task at hand.
“Having a broad background with
my liberal arts education at Alma
College taught me to find a passion
in everything I do,” says Calderon.
“My professors and mentors at Alma
had high expectations for me, so
I’ve learned to always value and take
pride in my work.” ❖

—DEREK DEVINE
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CELEBRATING COMMUNITY: DRS. WASSENAAR, FRUTIGER RECEIVE SERVICE AWARD
Long-time Alma dentists Sara
Wassenaar and Richard Frutiger
are the 2017 recipients of the
Alma College Community Service
Award, given annually to individuals whose activities within
Gratiot County positively affect
the overall quality of the greater
community.
“Drs. Wassenaar and Frutiger
share a commitment to serving
the local and surrounding
community in the areas of health,
education and volunteerism,”
says Jeff Abernathy, president of
Alma College. “We acknowledge
their leadership and service and
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are deeply grateful for their dedication to the community.”
The husband-and-wife dentists
have been active in the Alma
community for more than 30
years. They are involved with
the National Blood Clot Alliance,
sponsoring the “Anna’s Team”
fundraiser at the Highland
Festival. They also have served as
co-chairs of the local United Way
Campaign and have participated
in the annual food drive for the
Gratiot County Food Network.
Dr. Wassenaar is a former board
member of the Gratiot Area

Chamber of Commerce and
Alma Downtown Development
Authority and also has been
involved with the Women’s
Resource Center and Keep Alma
Beautiful Inc. Dr. Frutiger is active
in the Alma-St. Louis Rotary
International and participates in
many community activities.
In addition, both are active
in their professions and have
affiliations with the American
Dental Association, Michigan
Dental Association, Ninth
District Dental Association and
the Francis B. Vedder Society of
Crown and Bridge. ❖

AMBASSADOR OF THE YEAR

Joanne Finnorn ’85 has set a high bar
for Alma College ambassadors. She
serves as chair of the annual giving
steering committee, was a guest speaker
for the 2016 spring term course “Plaid
Returns” co-taught by Jeff Abernathy
and Greg Baleja and has helped connect
Alma College students with internships
and entry-level positions. She also was
the first donor to participate in the
newly launched
Sponsor an
Alma Venture
program in fall
2017. Finnorn
was honored
as the 2017
Ambassador of
the Year during
homecoming
festivities. ❖

Annual Giving
Purpose and Passion
When you give back to Alma College, you make an immediate,
positive difference in the lives of students. Your annual gifts keep
Alma as competitive as possible by making the college more
affordable and enhancing the student experience for current and
future Scots. Pay it forward to the program closest to your heart
by directing your gift in one of the following ways:
• Alma Fund
• Scot Scholarship Fund
• Academic Excellence Fund
• Scot Loyalty Fund for Athletics
• Sponsor an Alma Venture ($2,500)
• Academic department or athletic team
Please join fellow alumni, parents and friends by making your
gift online at alma.edu/donate or return the enclosed business
reply envelope. Thank you for your loyalty to Alma College!

A HALL-OF-FAME FAMILY

Dan Stolz ’79 excelled on the basketball
court at Alma College and was a state
championship coach in multiple sports. In
July 2017, he was inducted into the Greater
Lansing Sports Hall of Fame, joining
his father, Stanley Stolz ’59, and uncle,
Denny Stolz ’55, as inductees. Stanley and
Denny were successful coaches, and Dan
followed in their footsteps.
“I knew what the whole teaching and
coaching thing was about because of
my father,” Stolz told the Lansing State
Journal. “He was obviously my role
model, and I liked that lifestyle. I thought
this would be a blast coaching kids and
taking the kids in your own community
and trying to run camps and develop
what you have and do the best you can.
And you’d have some stability because
you could be in a community.”
Dan was the MIAA co-MVP in basketball
in 1978. After graduating from Alma, he
went on to teach and coach basketball,
softball, tennis and golf during a prolific
high school coaching career. He won 428
games, including 338 at Okemos High
School, as the boys’ basketball coach. ❖

DID YOU KNOW? Annual gift dollars have the same impact as tuition
dollars — they fund everything that makes Alma special. Every annual
gift dollar represents one less dollar that students must provide.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Board of Trustees
D. Michael Sherman ’74, Chair
Eric P. Blackhurst ’83, Vice Chair
Darryl G. Schimeck ’82, Secretary
Thomas K. Andison
Larry R. Andrus ’72
Erika K. Powers Appelt ’91
Karen M. Asner ’89
Brian E. Bartes ’87
David E. Bowen ’73
Patrick G. Byrne ’85
David K. Chapoton ’57
Charles A. Deacon ’80
David A. Devine ’90
Candace Croucher Dugan
Nancy E. Gallagher ’80
Glenn D. Granger ’83
Douglas B. Gross ’77
Mark J. Hall ’78

BILL ARNOLD ’91
RETURNS ‘HOME’

in Postsecondary Education at
Michigan State University.

William “Bill” Arnold, a 1991 Alma
College graduate with more than
25 years of higher education
experience, returns to his alma
mater as senior director of alumni
and family engagement.

“Through the years my connection with Alma has been
sustained by relationships with
faculty and staff, teammates,
fraternity brothers and classmates,” says Arnold. “I am thrilled
to return to Alma College and
look forward to the opportunity
to harness the talent and generosity of the college’s alumni and
friends in ways that can benefit
every current and future student.”

“We are fortunate for the opportunity to welcome Bill back home,”
says Matt vandenBerg ’02, vice
president for advancement. “As
an alumnus, researcher, educator
and leader, he is well versed in
engaging the full range of on- and
off-campus constituents.”
Arnold has served in a variety of
enrollment and student services
leadership roles, including as
associate dean of students at
Alma College from 1996-98. Most
recently, he was the coordinator
of the graduate certificate program in Teaching and Learning
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Arnold will organize and manage
college-wide efforts to build and
strengthen relationships and
partnerships with alumni, families,
community members and other
constituencies. His office is also
charged with managing and
enhancing the Alma Ambassador
Program, the college’s awardwinning effort to support and
promote volunteer engagement. ❖

Greg Hatcher ’83
Cardell Johnson ’02
Burt R. Jordan ’89
John E. Judson
Ann Randall Kendrick ’78
David P. Larsen ’84
Stephen F. Meyer ’80
Roger L. Myers
Marcia J. Nunn ’73
Elizabeth D. Parkinson ’84
Carolyn E. Schultz ’84
Bryan K. Segedi ’81
Matthew E. Steinmetz ’84
Danette C. Taylor ’84
Kim Taylor ’83
Russell C. Youngdahl Jr. ’75

The Tartan and your friends would like to know what you're doing these days. To be featured
in the next issue of The Tartan, please: fill out and mail the form on page 37; email to
advancement@alma.edu; or visit alma.edu/alumni-notes. Submit your news about promotions,
honors, appointments, graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies.
1955 Carol Kutzner

Cummings '55 has traveled to
100 countries and had plans to
see polar bears and dog mush in
western Canada in October. She
hopes to attend Alma’s homecoming in 2018.

1956 Gordon Rutherford '56
reports that his Little Guys and
Dolls Learning Center is nearing
its 40th year of existence. Gordon
and his son, Mark, have a baseball
academy that has helped more
than 50 players receive college
and professional consideration.

1958 Jean Molyneux
Choate '58 still teaches. She is a
professor emerita at the College
of Coastal Georgia and recently
published her fourth book,
Voices Seldom Heard: Women,
Blacks and Children of The
Georgia Coast, 1850-1870.
1961 Guy Francis '61
announces the opening of
his practice, Central Texas
Functional Medicine, for adult
health and wellness in Marble
Falls, Tex.

1965 Brenda OstranderJones '65 has two granddaughters
attending Alma, Libby Jones ’18
and Callie Jones ’21.
1966 Gary Heinlein '66 retired
as Mich. state capitol bureau chief
and reporter for The Detroit News
on Christmas Eve 2015 and is now
working as editor and mentor
for college student interns at the
Mackinac Island Town Crier.

1972 Tom Anthony '72 is

certified with the Institute of
Continuing Legal Education for
additional work
in probate and
estate planning.
He maintains his
legal practice and
continues to work
as a professor with
Central Michigan
University and as
a reviewer for the
Journal of Legal
Studies in Business

Above, Alma homecoming festivities included the Zeta Sigma Scholar House
ribbon-cutting. Right, the TKEs dedicated their scholar house in memory of Dr.
Eugene Pattison ’56, who served 40 years as TKE advisor.
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and as a reviewer/member of
the editorial board for the Rocky
Mountain Law Journal. Tom and
Denise Anthony reside in Mount
Pleasant. They love to spend time
with their four adult children and
grandchild: Sarah (Ben) Jackson,
Racine, Wisc.; Devon Anthony
’09, Chicago: Sean Anthony, Water
Valley, Miss.; Arin (Chris) DiBello
and their daughter Hayley, Daytona
Beach, Fla.

1975 Christine Washburn

1978 Jane Aldrich ’78 went on
“recess” from anchoring TV news
after 34 years (“I’m not ready to
say retire, yet”) and to spend more
time with family. She is a keynote
speaker, with a speech called: “The
P.O.W.E.R. of Happiness.” She also is
a certified life celebrant officiating at
weddings and funerals. She writes,
“These days it’s all about listening
and trusting inner wisdom, being of
joyful service and spreading hope
and love.”

Dale Nowlin ’75 was named Bull
Dog Alumni Association Outstanding
Teacher of the Year at Columbus
North High School where he is a
math teacher.

Helen Phillips ’78 works in Grand
Rapids at Macatawa Bank as a senior
loan administrator. She is an elder
in her church and chairs both adult
education and the decorations committees. She is section leader in the
choir, plays handbells and serves on
the worship arts and art committees.
Helen also is an “acting mom” to
her nieces and nephews following
the 2008 death of her sister, Barb
Phillips Pekich ’72.

Kohn ’75 sold her tax practice after
41 tax seasons and is spending retirement with her six grandchildren
and mentoring in the Greenville
Public Schools. Tom ’76 will soon
join her in the “Big R.” “Look for us
on FB to reconnect.”

1977 Bob Eaves ’77 has retired
and is doing volunteer work and
spending more time with his children and grandchild.

Jeanne Alexander Saddler ’77
retired after 38 years as a social
worker in various settings, including
two years at Turnabout Ranch,
referral source for troubled teens by
Dr. Phil. She re-married in November
2015 and moved to Indiana from
Arizona to be closer to family. She
volunteers at Horseshoes of Hope, a
therapeutic riding program.

1982 Christa Gatzka Gerdts ’82
has taken on a new job, clinical dietetic
tech, at Spectrum Pennock Hospital
in Hastings, Mich. She writes, “Really
looking forward to using more of my
God-given spiritual gifts in caregiver,
generosity and mercy. Hope all is well
with the rest of my Alma family. Sure
do miss you all.”
1983 Elburt Ferguson ’83 serves
as part of the Royal Bahamas Police
Force senior executive leadership
team as assistant commissioner for
scientific services.

1984 Christine Cornwell Hesch
’84 has taught high school art in
Fowlerville for the past five years,
while Patrick Hesch '85 has been
employed 18 years at Michigan State
as an arborist assistant. They have
two grandchildren.
1992 Jill Johnson Reglin ’92
was recognized for 20 years of
teaching at Lansing Community
College in Lansing.

Jay VanDuzen ’92 and Cynthia
became first-time grandparents with
the arrival of Giuliana on June 6.

1993 Kurt Roecker ’93 was

appointed medical director for
Hillsdale Hospital at their Reading
and soon-to-be Litchfield health
clinics in August 2017.

1994 Elizabeth Priester

Steding ’94 was awarded a
Fulbright U.S. Scholar grant to conduct research and teach in Munster,
Germany, during the 2018 spring
semester. She is an associate professor of German at Luther College.

1995 Andrea Elkins ’95 and
Shawn Patterson '00 sold their
house and are traveling the USA in
their 40-foot fifth wheel, avoiding
the Michigan winters and exploring
the country.
1996 Sarah Gornicki Pancost

’96 was the 2017 Gerstacker Teacher
Proficiency Award recipient at an
annual event May 11. She teaches
American literature and theory of
knowledge at H.H. Dow High School
in Midland.

1997 Cate Humphrey Napier

Weddings and babies:
Share your photos

We would love to gather photos of new additions
to your family (bring on those future Scots!) and
alumni weddings! Photos will be featured on the Alma
College Alumni Association Facebook page. Photos
can be sent to alumnioffice@alma.edu.

’97 and Chip moved to Belgium
for Chip’s job with UPS. “Send us
a note if you are going to be in the
Brussels area. We’d love to visit
with you!” cnapierbe@gmail.com

1998 Jennifer Cornell ’98 was

hired by Ann Arbor SPARK as its
new director of communications.
She will work to integrate Ann Arbor
SPARK’s marketing efforts around its
work, events and successes.

2001 Amber Brand Nasson ’01

was awarded the TEAM Schostak
Family Restaurant’s and Applebee’s
Teacher of the Year Award. The
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Tell us what's new!

The Tartan and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days.
Please use this form to send your news about promotions, honors, appointments, graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We
will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old Alma College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not
able to run baby or wedding photos. If you would like former classmates to contact you, include your contact information. The content of
Alumni News is the responsibility of the editor.

Name: _____________________________________________ Class Year: ________ Former Name: ___________________
Address: __________________________________________________ Telephone: ____________________________________
City: _____________________________ State: _____ Zip: ________ E-mail: _______________________________________
Alumni notes: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Fill out this form and return to: Advancement Office, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599.
Alumni notes can also be submitted online at: www.alma.edu/alumni-notes

Ludington High School civics/
economics teacher was one of five
teachers across the state chosen from
more than 300 nominated teachers.

2005 Megan Hlavaty Calderon ’05
and her husband Alejandro welcomed
their second child, Camila, in January.
She joins big sister Gabriela. Megan
also published her first children’s book,
Goodnight, Little Orcas, released in July.
(See article on page 30)

Nicole Graham Martinez ’05 and
Matthew welcomed their second son,
Graham Matthew, born April 9, joining
proud big brother, Cal Joseph (age 3).
Stephanie Druskinis Stephens
’05 and Joe Stephens ’06 welcomed their third child, Adalyn Lydia,
on March 18, joining big brothers
Brennan and Colton. The family
resides in southwest Michigan.

2006 Zachary Sabol ’06 earned
his master’s degree in 2017 from Grand
Canyon University in educational
leadership. He married Annette Ames
in 2015 in Canton, Mich., and is teaching second grade and coaching the
boys’ basketball team at Paseo Pointe
Elementary School in Laveen, Arizona.

2007 Sarah Ellsworth Thrubis
’07 and James Thrubis ’07 were
married on July 30, 2016 in Lansing.
The bridal party included Kelsee
Krull Adams ’07 and Mollie Smith
’07. Sarah and Jim live in Minneapolis
where Sarah is an attorney for the
State of Minnesota, and Jim works for
the Chrohn’s and Colitis Foundation of
greater Minneapolis.
2009 Emily Boerman ’09 began
a doctoral fellowship at Eastern
Michigan University while completing her doctorate in educational
leadership.
2011 Alexandria Cnudde

Huntoon ’11 married Scott Huntoon
in a small ceremony in Traverse
City on Aug. 27. In attendance were
Samantha Steffey ’10, Breina
Field Pugh ’10, Josh Pugh ’10 and
Liana Easterby ’08.
Kelly Pohlman ’11 graduated from
the University of Detroit Mercy School
of Dentistry with her Doctor of Dental
Surgery degree in May. She accepted
a full-time associate dentist position at
Village Dental of Milford.

Ashley Arquette Schlusler ’11 and
Larry Schlusler ’11 welcomed their
second child, Blaire Kathleen, on Aug. 2.
Elizabeth Webster ’11 graduated
with her Master of Arts degree in
community counseling and art
therapy from Wayne State University,
May 2017. Elizabeth recently accepted
a full-time position as a senior group
therapist clinician at Albion Starr
Commonwealth.

2012 Ashley Mountfort ’12 and
Peren announce the birth of their son,
Isaac Tamati Mountfort. He was born
weighing 8 pounds, 9 ounces on April
8 in Dunedin, New Zealand, where
they reside.
Alexa Gilbert Wright ’12 and Luke
Wright ’15 welcomed their first child,
a daughter, on July 3. They write, “Her
name is Austen, and we cannot wait
for her to be class of ’39!”

2014 Elizabeth Gupton ’14

received two synergy awards for creativity and collaboration at Spectrum
Health.❖
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Agnes Juanita Duckworth Kenney ’36 died on
June 18, 2017. Agnes was a teacher for many years and
enjoyed gardening. She was preceded in death by her
husband, Lyle. She is survived by her four children, 16
grandchildren and 25 great-grandchildren.
William “Bill” Commodore Bainbridge Jr. ’39
died on Oct. 3, 2017. Bill was a pilot and worked for
Trans World Airlines (TWA) for 35 years. It was on a
flight when he met his wife of 62 years, Evelyn, who
preceded him in death. Bill is survived by his four children, 10 grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.

Mary Wiltse Emery ’50 died on Dec. 8, 2016.
Mary attended Alma, but later earned her degree
from the University of North Florida and became a
teacher. She was preceded in death by her husband,
Theodore “Ted” Emery ’50. She is survived by a
brother, three children, five grandchildren and 12
great-grandchildren.

Cyril “Cy” Firth ’41 died on March 4, 2017. Cy began
his career working in manufacturing during the war
effort. He went on to work for Chrysler for many years,
where he was involved in many truck innovations such
as the club cab and the first mini vans. He retired in
1979. Cy is survived by his wife, Dorothy Firth, a son,
five grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. He
was preceded in death by his two daughters.

Sally A. Newell Ferriby ’50 died Aug. 28, 2017.
Sally attended Alma, where she met Donald H.
Ferriby ’50. They were married in 1948, and he
preceded her in death in 1986. Sally earned her
B.S.W. from Saginaw Valley State University and was
a social worker for the Saginaw County Commission
on Aging until her retirement in 1990. She is survived
by her son and grandchildren.

Howard Clark ’44 died on July 3, 2017. Howard attended Alma for one year before enlisting in the Naval
Air Corps. He later graduated from Michigan State
University and the University of Michigan School of
Law. Howard worked for Consumers Power Company
for 30 years. He was preceded in death by his wife,
Shirley, and a son. He is survived by his two daughters,
four grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

Norman “Fritz” Adams ’51 died on Aug. 1, 2017.
While at Alma, Fritz played baseball and basketball.
After graduation he started his own business, Adams
Service, where he worked for 34 years. He went on to
work for Saginaw Steering Gear until his retirement in
1992. He was preceded in death by his wife, Betty, and
is survived by his four children, eight grandchildren
and 13 great-grandchildren.

Gerald L. Decker ’49 died on Oct. 3, 2017. Gerald
earned an M.S. in nuclear physics and chemistry from
the University of Michigan. He went on to work for the
Dow Chemical Company in Midland before becoming vice president of Kaiser Aluminum and Chemical
Corporation in Oakland, Calif. He later co-founded
Decker Energy International, Inc., a private power
development company. Gerald is survived by his wife,
Florence Soper, two daughters, four grandchildren and
nine great-grandchildren.

Richard “Dick” Denny ’51 died on May 9, 2017. Dick
served as a marine during World War II and was able
to utilize the G.I. Bill to attend Alma College. At Alma,
Dick played tennis, was in the theatre and was a member of Phi Phi Alpha. He worked in the plastics industry
for most of his life and was a member of the Society
of Plastics Engineers. Dick is survived by his wife,
Barbara, two sons, a step-son and two grandchildren.

Gerard C. Lacey ’49 died on Oct. 20, 2017. He played
football and tennis at Alma and was a member of Phi
Phi Alpha. Gerard met his wife, Carol Dengler Lacey
’49 at Alma. She preceded him in death in 2006. Gerard
was the author of The Legacy of the DeLacy, Lacey,
Lacy Family 1066-1994 and was an avid historian. He
is survived by his two sons and three grandchildren,
including granddaughter Micaela Lacey ’14.
Herbert H. Savage ’49 died on May 31, 2017. Herbert
attended Alma but went on to earn his degree from the
Detroit Business University. At Alma, he was a member
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of Delta Gamma Tau. Herbert enjoyed golf, genealogy
and playing the piano. He was preceded in death by
his wife, Jean. He is survived by his three children,
seven grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.

Anne M. Hobart ’51 died on Aug. 21, 2017. Anne
studied art and design, speech and history at Alma and
was a member of Alpha Zeta Tau. Anne is survived by
her brother, John Hobart ’58, nieces and many friends.
Willet "Pete" Schmidt ’51 died on May 27, 2017. Pete
attended Alma before serving in the U.S. Army. Pete
was an athlete and enjoyed sports. He spent over 20
years officiating high school athletics, and he coached
youth basketball and baseball for many years. He is
survived by his three children, including son Stephen
Schmidt ’77; seven grandchildren, including Cameron
Schmidt ’13; and six great-grandchildren.

David O. Kropp ’52 died on June 4, 2016. David
earned his B.S. in chemistry from Alma. He was a
member of Delta Gamma Tau.

with her family. Leone is survived by her husband,
Ralph Appell ’50, daughter, three step-daughters, five
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

Oscar Taboada ’52 died on July 13, 2017. Oscar
served in the U.S. Army, Air Force and Navy. At Alma,
Oscar was a member of Delta Gamma Tau. After Alma,
he earned a Ph.D. from Michigan State University. He
had a long career as a professor of entomology. Oscar
is survived by his wife, Jeane, three children, eight
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

Joan Marie Barber Lynde ’55 died on June 10,
2017. Joan was a member of Alpha Theta and sang in
the choir at Alma before earning her bachelor’s degree
in nursing from the University of Michigan, after which
she worked as a nurse and enjoyed caring for others.
She was a Girl Scout leader for many years. Joan is
survived by her husband, Harold, two children, three
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

Robert “Rennie” Bacon ’53 died on March 17, 2017.
Rennie played football, golf and tennis at Alma and
was a member of Zeta Sigma. Rennie enjoyed fishing,
golfing and reading. Throughout his life, he was a
teacher, coach and principal. He is survived by his
wife, Marilyn, four children, 12 grandchildren and 14
great-grandchildren.
Joanne “Josie” Greenley Grove ’53 died on Nov.
7, 2017. Josie was a member of the choir at Alma. She
married Stewart Grove in 1953 and that same year, the
two began their teaching careers in Homer, Ark. Josie
was preceded in death by her husband, Stewart, and
son, Jeffrey. She is survived by her three sons and
grandson.
Alice Welsh Davies ’54 died on Sept. 30, 2017. Alice
was a teacher, writer, artist and musician. She enjoyed
traveling with her husband, Hugh “Bud” Davies ’56,
who preceded her in death in 2005. Alice is survived
by her three children, eight grandchildren and five
great-grandchildren. She was a member of the Alma
College Heritage Society.
William “Bill” Anthony Voska ’54 died on June
13, 2017. At Alma, Bill ran track, played in the Kiltie
Marching Band and was a member of Delta Gamma
Tau. He started his career as an insurance salesman for
Allstate Insurance Co. In 1972 he joined Frankenmuth
Mutual Insurance Co. where he worked as a manager
until retiring in 1992. Bill was preceded by his wife,
Joyce Howarth Voska ’54, two children and sister,
Patricia Voska Jensen ’60. He is survived by two children and two grandchildren. Bill was a member of the
Alma College Heritage Society.
Leone Riggle Appell ’55 died on Oct. 5, 2017. Leone
earned a master’s degree and a specialist degree in
education from Michigan State University. She worked
as an elementary teacher and school principal. She enjoyed reading mysteries, gardening and spending time

William “Bill” Luger ’56 died on July 1, 2017. Bill
was a member of Phi Phi Alpha at Alma. He served in
the U.S. Navy before relocating to Florida, where he
went on to earn a second bachelor’s degree in agriculture from the University of Florida. He spent the majority of his professional career with the Department of
General Services for the State of Florida. Bill is survived
by his wife Kay, a son and three grandchildren.
Robert William “Bob” Spencer ’56, died on Nov.
1, 2017. At Alma, Bob was a member of the football
team, Kiltie Marching Band and Phi Phi Alpha. After
Alma, he was a mathematics teacher, football coach
and administrator with St. Johns Public Schools for 38
years. He also served as the track and cross country
coach for many years. Bob is preceded in death by his
son, Andrew. He is survived by his wife, Shirley, three
children, four grandchildren, three great-grandchildren
and one great-great-grandchild.
Ralph Donald Springfield ’57 died on July 21,
2017. Ralph played basketball, baseball and football
at Alma and was a member of Delta Gamma Tau. He
continued to play sports his entire life and had a special passion for golf. Ralph was a high school history
and English teacher for many years. While teaching,
Ralph earned his master’s degree in education from
Eastern Michigan University. He is survived by his wife,
Sally Boyd Springfield ’60, three children and eight
grandchildren.
Kenneth A. “Ken” Hoerauf ’58 died on Sept. 6,
2017. He worked for the Royal Oak School District
before he was drafted to serve in the U.S. Army. He
went on to work as a junior high teacher and counselor
for the Roseville school district for over 42 years. Ken
is survived by his wife, Jacqueline, two children, six
grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
Dean Francis “Deano” Sova ’58 died June 10,
2017. Dean attended Alma after serving in the U.S. Air →
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Force. He spent many years farming in Gratiot County,
Michigan. Dean is survived by his wife, Shirley, five
children, 18 grandchildren and 19 great-grandchildren.

Patricia Ann Davis Miller ’59 died on Aug. 26,
2017. Patricia was a member of the choir at Alma. She
went on to earn her bachelor’s degree from Central
Michigan University and was a recreation therapist
at the Lapeer Oakdale Center for 32 years. Patricia
was preceded by her husband, Donald Miller ’57,
who died on Aug. 1, 2016. She is survived by her two
children and three grandchildren.
Walter “Walt” A. Zahrt ’59 died on April 29, 2016.
Walt was a member of Tau Kappa Epsilon at Alma.
He worked as an educator in roles from teacher to
superintendent. He is survived by his wife, Dorothy
Calvin Zahrt ’63, four children, 19 grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren.
Martha Ann “Marty” Stanley Atkins ’60 died
on Dec. 25, 2016. Marty attended Alma, where she
met her husband, Bob, during his senior year. She
and Bob enjoyed traveling, listening to boogie and
blues, and dancing. Mary is survived by her husband,
Robert “Bob” Atkins ’58, four children, nine grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.
Dalton “Butch” Cantrell ’60 died on Nov. 12, 2017.
Butch was an active athlete at Alma, playing baseball,
basketball, cross country, football, golf and tennis,
and is a member of the Alma College Athletics Hall of
Fame. He also coached for Alma and was a member
of the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity. He taught mathematics and physical education for Spring Lake Public
Schools and had a long career coaching basketball,
football and baseball. Butch is survived by his two
children and four grandchildren.
Joy Anne Beedell Kaplan ’61 died on June 2,
2017. Joy studied education, sociology and art at
Alma and was a member of Kappa Iota. She is survived by her husband, David, two children and two
grandchildren.
James Gilbert Pyle ’61 died on May 12, 2017. James
served in the U.S. Army from 1954 to 1956. James was a
member of Zeta Sigma and went on to earn a master’s
degree from Eastern Michigan University. He was an
elementary school teacher and principal for many
years before retiring in 1997. He is survived by his wife
Aileen, three children and eight grandchildren.
Robert G. Smith ’61 died on May 12, 2017. Robert
was a member of Zeta Sigma and earned a master’s
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degree from Penn State University. He worked as a
research chemist for many years, retiring from Novartis.
He enjoyed reading, crossword puzzles, history, photography and spending time with family. He is survived
by his sister, a niece and nephew.

Judith “Judy” Forbes Stevens ’62 died on June
10, 2017. Judy earned her degree in music, was a
member of Kappa Iota and sang in the choir. She was
a teacher at Alma Public Schools for 38 years and involved with many productions with the Gratiot County
Players community theatre. She is survived by her
husband, Allen ’60, and a daughter.
Glenda Kay Galovics Clay ’64 died on Oct. 16, 2017.
Glenda enjoyed knitting, crocheting and word searches. She was preceded by her husband, Ronald, and
daughter, Joanna. She is survived by her three children
and two grandchildren.
Paul Merlin Melcheck ’64 died on July 29, 2017.
Paul was a member of Zeta Sigma at Alma. He enjoyed
spending time with his family and made them a priority
in his life. He is survived by his wife, Joyce, three children and 11 grandchildren.
Barbara Bacon Roberts ’66 died on July 4, 2017.
Barbara earned a diploma in piano from the Juilliard
School of Music, a bachelor’s degree in music from
Syracuse University and a master’s degree in music
from Indiana University–Bloomington. She enjoyed
playing the piano for family and friends, as well as
gardening. She is survived by her two daughters, four
grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.
Gerald Jerry M. Snyder ’68 died on Aug. 22, 2017.
Jerry earned his degree in history from Alma and
went on to earn his M.A. in medieval history from the
University of Colorado. Jerry enjoyed playing golf, reading and swimming. He is survived by his wife, JoAnn, a
son and three grandchildren.
Lena “Lee” LaCoursier Bachman ’69 died on
Nov. 9, 2017. Lee met her husband, Bill Bachman ’69,
at Alma. She worked in human services in the manufacturing industry. She enjoyed sewing, needlepoint,
painting, pottery and quilting. Lee is survived by her
husband, daughters Lynsey and Erica ’01 and three
grandchildren.
John “Scott” Stapleton ’70 died on Sept. 10,
2017. Scott was a member of Delta Gamma Tau at
Alma. He owned and operated Stapleton’s, Inc.,
a Hemlock, Mich., family business with his two
brothers. He is survived by his wife, Mary Jo Torrey

Stapleton ’70, four children, eight grandchildren and
many family members.

Jeffery Verne Goostrey ’71 died on May 1, 2017.
Jeff graduated from McCormick Theological Seminary
in Chicago. He was a resident of Ithaca, Mich., and
enjoyed volunteering in the community. Throughout
the years he served on the Ithaca Rotary Club, Gratiot
Agriculture Society Fair and the Ithaca High School turf
committee. Jeff is survived by his siblings, including
brother Stephen Goostrey ’76, nieces and nephews.
Rev. George W. Portice ’72 died on Oct. 26, 2017.
George earned a Master of Divinity degree from
Louisville Theological Seminary, Master of Theology
degree from Princeton Theological Seminary and Doctor
of Ministry degree from San Francisco Theological
Seminary. He was most recently the pastor of the
University Presbyterian Church in Rochester Hills, Mich.
George is survived by his wife, Carol and three sons.
Clifford Book ’73 died on June 8, 2016. Clifford was
a member of the choir at Alma. He is survived by his
wife, Kathy Book.
John Wesolek ’76 died May 8, 2017. John played
football at Alma before he transferred to Saginaw
Valley State University, where he earned his bachelor’s degree. John earned his M.S. in physical
education and exercise science from Michigan State
University. He was a defensive line coordinator for
the SVSU football program for many years. He is survived by his two daughters and two grandchildren.
William P. Jennings ’77 died on Oct. 13, 2017. At
Alma, William was a member of the Zeta Sigma fraternity. He went on to earn his J.D. from Duke University
Law School. He practiced law and raised his family in
West Branch, Mich.
Curt Richard VandeVorde ’78 died on June 11,
2017. Curt earned his degree in business at Alma,
where he was a member of Zeta Sigma. He went on to
earn his master’s degree in finance from Wayne State
University. Curt had a successful career in finance and
started his own insurance brokerage firm, cynoSure
Financial, Inc. He loved reading, working on crossword puzzles, playing euchre, watching movies and
spending time with his family. Curt is survived by his
wife, Pamela, three children, two grandchildren and
many other family and friends.
Jennifer Abram Dillon ’87 died on Sept. 12,
2015. A member of Phi Beta Kappa, Jennifer studied international business at Alma. She worked as

a bacteriologist for Nestle Purina for many years.
Jennifer is survived by her husband, James, three
sons and many family members.

Joel Harris Kimball ’88 died on Aug. 5, 2017. Joel
earned his degree in psychology and was a member
of Theta Chi, The Almanian, Kiltie Marching Band
and Alma College Pipes. Joel remained a supporter
of Alma College, serving on the Alumni Board and as
an Ambassador. He worked at Ford Motor Company
for 28 years, with many years spent working in human
resources management for the company. Many of Joel’s
family members attended Alma College, including his
father, the late John Kimball ’49, who was director of
admissions from 1959-67 and vice president for administrative services from 1967-73. Joel is survived by his wife,
Ann “Angie” Stewart Kimball ‘90; three children, Lindsay
Kimball ’10, Margaret “Maggie” Hazen ’12, and John
Kimball ’17; two granddaughters; sister, Melanie Kimball
’78; and mother, L. Jean Kimball.
Janice Laurel Davis Schroeder ’89 died on
May 11, 2017. Jan earned a master’s degree from the
University of Illinois-Springfield. She enjoyed reading,
listening to ’80s music, boating, movies and the theatre.
Jan is survived by her husband, Kenneth, two sons and
many family members.
Andrew Dillon Justin ’14 died on July 16, 2017.
Andrew completed one year at Alma and was a Theta Chi
member before transferring to Northwestern Michigan
College in Traverse City, where he was enrolled in the
Great Lakes Culinary Institute. Andrew was certified by
the American Culinary Federation and worked as a sous
chef for The Soup Cup in Traverse City. Andrew is survived by his parents, sisters and many family members.
Kenneth J. Bruza died on June 5, 2017. Dr. Bruza
was a part-time professor at Alma from 2002-2017. Ken
was a talented watercolorist who shared his love of
painting with others through teaching for the Alma
Community Arts Center. He was an actor in the Gratiot
County Players and volunteer in the Alma community.
Ken is survived by his wife, Dr. Janette Caputo, and
many family members.
Maxine Hunter died on July 16, 2017. Maxine was
a faculty member and coach at Alma. She taught
modern dance, physical education, field hockey
and archery. She helped to develop a theatre and
dance major at Alma. Maxine was inducted into the
Athletics Hall of Fame for her work as an archery
coach. Maxine is survived by her husband, John,
family and friends. ❖
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ALUMNI, FAMILY & FRIENDS
Alma’s City-College relationship is not unique, but it could be.
MATT VANDENBERG, VICE PRESIDENT FOR ADVANCEMENT, PUBLISHED THE FOLLOWING GUEST COLUMN IN THE
MORNING SUN AND OTHER MICHIGAN NEWSPAPERS IN EARLY DECEMBER. IN IT, HE CHALLENGES THE COLLEGE
AND CITY OF ALMA TO WORK TOGETHER TO ENHANCE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS IN THE DOWNTOWN.
1879, Ammi Wright, a sucIN
cessful lumber baron, started
work on the second brick building

in Alma. The 55,000-square foot,
Italian-inspired Wright Opera House,
situated at the corner of Superior
and State streets, accommodated
five businesses. It featured the most
impressive performing arts space in
the region. It also served as a hub of
social and economic activity through
1919, when it was converted into a
Masonic Temple.
Used sparingly in recent decades,
the Opera House has survived
generations of brutal weather and
economic turmoil. On a blustery
day in 2010, it caught fire, leaving
its interior gutted and useless. Still,
the National Trust for Historic
Preservation labeled it one
of the best-preserved
buildings in Michigan.
However, it is
more than just
a hardy

structure. It symbolizes the
resiliency and strength of the City
of Alma and its people.
Previous plans to redevelop the
building did not materialize, and
in December 2017, ownership
transferred from a developer to
Alma College.
This change presents the city and
college with an opportunity to work
together to propel the region’s economy and quality of life forward. Plans
call for apartments for up to 60 students — students who will help create
critical mass and drive business
investment downtown. The building
will offer 15,000 square feet of premium commercial real estate. It will
feature jaw-dropping performance
and gathering spaces. Ultimately, this
project is about returning a uniquely
special resource to its community.
The college will depend on guidance
from local leaders to ensure that the
Opera House fulfills the community’s
needs. The city and college also
must work together to attract and
nurture commercial and philanthropic investment in the Opera House.
In other words, the success of this
transformative project hinges on an
exceptional level of cooperation.
This undertaking is unlike anything we have tackled together
in more than 130 years. The last
city-college partnership of this
magnitude was in 1886,
when local citizens
convinced the

Presbyterian Synod to establish their
new liberal arts college in Alma.
A brief review of history can help us
to appreciate the once-in-a-lifetime
nature of this opportunity and the
need for extraordinary teamwork.
As it turns out, the circumstances
building up to this moment are similar to the experiences of other small
college towns across the nation.
Rural college towns have faced financial turmoil for decades. Corporate
downsizing and relocations, job losses and reduced lending have shrunk
populations. As rural populations
have decreased, student enrollments
have lagged, and colleges have
offered dramatic tuition discounts.
Although their fates are intertwined,
small colleges have often failed to
work together with their towns for
mutual benefit.
Struggles between colleges and
communities date back to the Middle
Ages, when teachers secluded their
students from the perceived dangers
of city life. Centuries later, many
early American colleges were founded to educate ministers, but fearing
their communities were corrupt, they
walled themselves in. From the 1940s
through the 1990s, colleges essentially built themselves into standalone
cities that met most student needs
within the borders of the campus.
The early 1990s saw colleges and
towns collaborating through volunteerism, internships and teaching
partnerships.
In the 21st century, colleges have
still not engaged with their
communities as much
as possible, partly
because they
have focused

Under the leadership of President
Jeff Abernathy, Alma College has
dedicated one third of its strategic
plan to strengthening its partnership
with the community. An example
of this commitment occurred
as recently as September, when
education leaders and the college
jointly announced the “Alma
College Community Engagement
Scholarship.” The program will
provide full tuition to 10 local
students each year.
The Opera House is a chance to
stomp on the gas pedal of progress.
Joining forces to complete the project will place the city and college
at the forefront of a newer national
trend — a trend that sees town and
gown working together to bring
about revitalization.
Together, we can bolster the proud,
resilient and dynamic town in
which Ammi Wright saw so much
potential. Our time is now. ❖
— MATT VANDENBERG ’02
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THIS RAPIDLY GROWING
VOLUNTEER PROGRAM HAS
MADE BIG WAVES IN ITS
FIRST TWO YEARS.

3,000
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Alma exemplifies the patterns that
I just described. The city is no
stranger to company closures, job
losses and a declining tax base.
Meanwhile, the college has not
always collaborated with the city
for maximum effect. Of course, the
college and community have done
admirable things together, and
community relations was a priority
for some past presidents, including
Robert Swanson. The fact remains,
though, that city-college relations in
Alma have not historically met their
fullest potential.
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on their own survival. Many small
schools aimed to enhance their
national reputations by attracting
students from around the country.
However, they often took their host
towns for granted.
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