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The performing arts:
Essential learning experiences

T

his issue of The Tartan
celebrates the 25th anniversary of the Oscar E.
Remick Heritage Center for the
Performing Arts.
In the national discussions of the
purpose of a college education,
I have heard questions raised
about the necessity of investing
resources into the performing
arts. Yet I firmly believe that the
arts are integral to a 21st century
liberal arts education, and that
opportunities for performance are
essential learning experiences.
It is not enough to simply study
the great masters or be entertained by professional performers. Students benefit most when
they actively engage with the
arts as creators and performers
themselves. These opportunities
support core educational values such as teaching discipline
through practice and preparation,
fostering creativity, improving
cross-cultural understanding, and
building confidence.
In support of those values, the
Heritage Center has provided
an excellent venue for hundreds
of events over these 25 years. A
quick review of the event calendars shows student-focused music, dance and theatrical performances; lectures from renowned
professionals; entertainment by
national touring troupes in music, comedy or theatre; activities
to support local community
groups; and celebratory closing
events for the summer camps
held on campus.
The performances here not
only benefit our students, they
also serve as important bridges
between the college and the
community. On average, the

Heritage Center sponsors over
70 events per year that are open
to the public. While exact counts
are difficult since not all events
are ticketed, we estimate total
attendance at last year’s events
exceeded 18,000. Of those, more
than 71 percent of the attendees
were from the local community
or within driving distance.
We are so fortunate to have this
beautiful venue to enhance these
experiences. I spoke recently
with Larry Beck, whose family
provided the foundational donation for the Heritage Center, to let
him know we were celebrating
this important anniversary. Larry
said: “I am delighted that my
family’s gift honoring my parents
and Alma's 10th president Oscar
Remick has provided a beautiful
venue for showcasing Alma's
performing arts and bringing nationally recognized scholars and
performers to mid-Michigan. Over
these 25 years, exposure to such
incredible talent has enriched
the educational experience of
thousands of students. I know that
our dear friend Oscar would be
pleased with this legacy.”
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PRESIDENT
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T AKING CENTER STAGE: THE ARTS
2017-18 marks the 25th season of the Oscar E. Remick
Heritage Center for the Performing Arts. We look at its
history and impact.
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T INA VIVIAN: FINDING INSPIRATION IN
THE COSTUME SHOP

A more than 20-year directing career includes an improbable theatric performance in Saddam Hussein’s
former presidential palace in Baghdad, Iraq.

For nearly 20 years, designer Tina Vivian ’94 has
sketched, designed and created the costumes that
bring theatre to life in Strosacker Theatre.
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raised in Brooklyn, N.Y., Ben Munisteri searches for
interdisciplinary contexts for dance.
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S INGING IN UNCHARTED TERRITORY
Kristen Dubenion-Smith ’02 is the first woman to be offered a position with the prestigious Choir of Men and
Boys/Girls at the Washington National Cathedral.
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CULTIVATING A DIVERSE AND
INCLUSIVE CAMPUS CULTURE
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Students from diverse backgrounds want to learn
and engage in campus life but often feel they are
ignored or not given a chance. Candy McCorkle,
Alma’s new director of diversity and inclusion, works
to make all students feel welcomed and an equal
part of Alma College.
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The Oscar E. Remick Heritage
Center for the Performing Arts
2017-18 MARKS THE 25 TH SEASON
OF ALMA COLLEGE’S ICONIC
PERFORMANCE FACILITY. WE LOOK
BACK AT ITS HISTORY AND IMPACT

LEADERSHIP GIFT HONORS
AMERICAN IMMIGRANTS
The impetus for the performing arts building came as a $2
million gift from the Lawrence
Beck family of Harbor Springs.
Rather than place their family name on the building, the
Becks asked that it be named
the Heritage Center for the
Performing Arts to honor Mr.
Beck’s immigrant parents and
all the immigrants in our nation’s history.
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TAKING CENTER
STAGE: THE ARTS
The Heritage Center
opened in 1993. The $6.8
million facility was recognized for its distinctive architectural design; a majestic
entering lobby; the 500-seat
Presbyterian Hall with balcony, orchestra pit and large
stage; the 200-seat Charles
J. Strosacker Theatre; the
Dance Studio for teaching,
rehearsal and limited-audience performances; and
supporting space for theatre
set construction, costume
storage, dressing rooms
and green room. In 2017, the
Heritage Center continues
to be recognized as the
finest performance facility
in the region.

THE LEGACY OF PRESIDENT REMICK
Oscar E. Remick, Alma College’s 10th president serving 1980-87, was an arts enthusiast
and a noted scholar in religion, philosophy
and the arts. One of his goals during his tenure was to give Alma students a performing
arts center. However, he left Alma to accept
the presidency at Westminster College in
Pennsylvania before accomplishing his
goal. Following Dr. Remick’s death in 2002,
the Heritage Center, at Lawrence Beck’s
request, was renamed the Oscar E. Remick
Heritage Center for the Performing Arts in
honor and recognition of Dr. Remick’s Alma
College legacy.

FEATURES

Construction started in
March 1992, and a formal
groundbreaking ceremony was held on April 18,
1992. In his remarks on
that occasion, President
Alan Stone noted: “What
a glorious day. For
over 30 years, the Alma
College community
has hoped and prayed
and waited for this day
when we could celebrate the beginnings of
the construction of the
performing arts center.
In the 1962 yearbook,
there is a drawing of the
proposed facility. Since
then there have been
many concepts, four sets
of drawings and several
plans. Well, today we are
actually going to do it.”

CONSTRUCTION
CHALLENGES

A DISTINCTIVE LOGO ENDURES

The 20 months
required for construction included a nearly
month-long bricklayers’ strike in July 1992
and an investigative
work stoppage again
in October 1992 when
two bricklayers died
after falling 43 feet from
a reinforced plywood
scaffold. A plaque in
the building’s north
hallway commemorates
the workers, Lee A. Hill
of Montague and Errol
R. Mashue of Harrison.

The harpsichord on display in the Remick Heritage Center lobby was donated to Alma College
in 1993 by Arnold R. and Marjorie W. Bjork of Grand Rapids. Hand-crafted in 1977 by Keith Hill
of Manchester, Mich., the instrument is painted red with a Chinese-style design. The harpsichord
elicits the authentic baroque-era musical sounds of Bach, Handel and Haydn.

Beethoven’s Ninth
Symphony, performed on
opening night in October
1993, drew a standing-room-only crowd to
hear the expanded Alma
Symphony Orchestra,
four guest soloists and the
combined choirs of Alma
College and the Alma,
Grand Rapids and Saginaw
Presbyterian churches perform the massive work. The
combined 206 voices sang
“Ode to Joy,” an inspiring
climax to this masterwork.
Six weeks later, on Dec. 11,
the facility was officially
dedicated with a Christmas
concert by the Alma Choirs.

WHAT THEY SAID:
“If the purpose of higher education
is to prepare our young people for
leadership in the world, then the
more they know about the world,
the wiser leaders they’ll make. The
performing arts contribute greatly to
this understanding because they are
our cultural legacy. It is our moral
responsibility to provide a learning
environment that appropriately
honors that legacy. This, I believe, the
Heritage Center does.” — Lawrence
Beck, Accents Fall 1990

DEDICATED TO DANCE

A FACULTY VISION

“It was a very exciting time in 1993-94 as we watched
the Heritage Center rise from cement slabs to the
finished product. Finally, we had a space on campus
dedicated to theatre and dance. I have such wonderful memories. The very first Alma College Dance
Company performance in 1994 comes to mind.
Things were not fully ready, and so we had to open
with no back black curtain. Instead, we used the
Music Department’s sound shields set up along the
back, which cut the amount of stage space for the
dancers. But we got through, and all went well.”

“One way to comprehend the
Heritage Center’s inestimable
value is to recall the spaces
in which concerts took place
prior to its construction. The
logistical difficulties that the
Chapel and Dow auditorium
presented were daunting, to
say the least. The college owes
a debt to people like Alan
Stone and Larry Beck for their
dedicated support in seeing
through to completion the
Heritage Center’s design and
completion. They helped to
realize the vision that
the faculty in
dance,

CAROL CLYMAN FIKE,
DIRECTOR OF THE ALMA COLLEGE DANCE
COMPANY, PROFESSOR EMERITUS OF THEATRE
AND DANCE • 1984-2014

HARPSICHORD: A SALUTE TO THE BAROQUE ERA

OPENING NIGHT
PROVIDES AN
‘ODE TO JOY’

8

Faculty memories — in their own words

Jan White Arvanetes designed the Heritage Center logo that
has endured for the past 25 years. “I felt that it was important to incorporate a distinctive element of the building’s
architecture within the logo,” she explained at the time.
“To accomplish this, I experimented with placing the type
elements under an arch and including a double rule at the
logo’s base to capture the structure’s limestone capstones. The
font chosen provides an elegant,
thin-lined typography with
added visual interest. The final
elements of the logo, the small
diamonds, represent the triad
of academic disciplines that will
use the Center’s facilities: dance,
music and theatre.”

Illustration by Maggie Chambers ’15

BREAKING GROUND:
‘WHAT A
GLORIOUS DAY’

music and theatre had for
Alma’s students, whether
in pursuing a career in the
performing arts or participating
in or attending events at the
Heritage Center venues.”
“My memories of the Heritage
Center are many, given the
number of performances in
which I was involved. I fondly
recall partnering Ray Riley
as co-pianist in Saint-Säens’s
Carnival of the Animals with
the Alma Symphony Orchestra
in 1994. The Pirates of Penzance
(1996) was the first of several
Gilbert and Sullivan operettas I
directed, sandwiched between
stints as music director for the
theatre company’s Cabaret
(1995) and Man of La Mancha
(1996). I am especially pleased
to have participated in The
Nutcracker, even the one time
when, without my realizing it, I
was nearly crushed by a wayward piece of scenery.”

SCOTT MESSING,
CHARLES A. DANA
PROFESSOR OF MUSIC •
1982-PRESENT

R
THE HERITAGE CENTE

“Bringing together music, theatre and
dance under a single, splendid roof
will create a dynamic interchange of
ideas and learning opportunities that
can only enhance Alma’s growing
national reputation.” — Dr. Ann Stuart,
Provost, Accents Fall 1990

SOURCE: ACCENTS, EVENT
PROGRAMS, NEWS RELEASES
AS COMPILED IN THE ALMA
COLLEGE LIBRARY ARCHIVES
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THEATRIC BREAKTHROUGHS
“I was fortunate to work with Alma College
students in the Strosacker Theatre for 23 years.
This experience gave me the privilege to combine
two of my greatest passions — teaching and
creating theatre. I worked with students who were
theatre majors and with students who represented
every other academic major at the college. Each
student has a special place in my heart. The
Strosacker Theatre is a place that allows students
to explore and discover. The work we did together
was not measured by the overall success or
failure of a production, but more importantly by
the growth of each individual student. My most
cherished memories from the numerous hours
I spent in rehearsals and classes with Alma
students are of the breakthroughs they made
wrestling with challenging moments in the work.
Whether they were acting, directing, designing or
performing technical work, they always focused
on the process in order to further their individual
talents. They continually amazed me with their
dedication to the work, their willingness to take
risks and their eagerness to learn and grow.”

JOE JEZEWSKI,
DIRECTOR OF
THEATRE, ASSOCIATE
PROFESSOR EMERITUS
OF THEATRE AND
DANCE • 1993-2016

MURRAY GROSS,
DIRECTOR, ALMA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA,
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF MUSIC •
2004-PRESENT
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Meet Scott Mackenzie,
Director of Theatre

“When I got there, I was really wondering if I would forget everything I knew
about directing plays,” he says. “It was
a weird thought in my head. But I was
very fortunate, safety wise, when I was
sent. It was an easy tour. I went to work
in an office every day. My biggest injury
risk was carpel tunnel.”

S

cott Mackenzie was 10 when he
played his first dramatic role in a
local production of Peter Pan. He
recalls, “That was it. The bug had bitten.
I have been in and around the theatre
ever since.”
He went on to earn bachelor’s, master’s
and doctoral degrees in theatre and
taught 15 years at Westminster College
in Pennsylvania before joining the Alma
College faculty in fall 2016 as professor
and director of theatre and chair of the
Theatre and Dance Department.

VIBRANT ACOUSTICS
“In February of 2004 I was asked on short
notice to step in as guest conductor of the Alma
Symphony. I was immediately impressed with
the warm and vibrant acoustics of Presbyterian
Hall, and how the full range of orchestral colors
extends out to every seat in this attractive and
intimate auditorium. I was not alone in my newfound enthusiasm for the Heritage Center — this
was a children’s concert, so the hall was filled
with hundreds of young listeners completely entranced by this exciting symphonic experience.
It was clear then what a treasure the Heritage
Center is, not only for Alma College, but also for
the entire community. Over the past 25 years this
outstanding venue has hosted events for all ages,
providing memorable cultural experiences for
children and seasoned concertgoers alike. It’s
a wonderful home for the Alma Symphony, and
we look forward to filling Presbyterian Hall with
great music for decades to come.”

A MORE THAN 20-YEAR DIRECTING CAREER INCLUDES AN
IMPROBABLE THEATRIC PERFORMANCE IN SADDAM HUSSEIN’S
FORMER PRESIDENTIAL PALACE IN BAGHDAD, IRAQ.

In his first year at Alma, he directed Our
Town and The Laramie Project. He looks
forward to directing more Alma productions in the years ahead.
His theatre career was interrupted in
2005-06 when Mackenzie found himself in
the unlikeliest of places halfway around
the world. As a member of the U.S. Army
Reserve, he was deployed to Baghdad,
where he would help train and equip the
Iraqi Ministry of Interior forces, which
included the police and border forces.

‘BIGFOOT’ IN BAGHDAD
Concurrent with his teaching career,
Mackenzie spent 26 years in the military
over a 30-year period. He started in the
Air Force, then Air Force Reserve, then
switched to the Michigan Army National
Guard, and then Army Reserve when he
moved to Pennsylvania. He went to officer
candidate school as a member of the
National Guard, and at the time he was in
Iraq, he was an infantry major. He was stationed in Baghdad’s International Zone — a
secure area with modern conveniences.

He asked his superiors if he could do
a play. When given the go-ahead, he
discussed the opportunity with his wife
back home, who suggested Bigfoot Stole
My Wife, a play by Ron Carlson based on
a series of monologues about the headlines one reads in tabloid publications
like the National Enquirer. Some were silly, others were moving. The monologues
were people telling about their stories.
“We had auditions,” he says. “The
actors included people from the State
Department, the military and civilians.
Everything was solo, so it didn’t matter
if someone couldn’t make rehearsal;
we just skipped over them. As it turned
out, it didn’t matter. They all made it
every night. Ron Carlson, the playwright,
heard about it and wrote a special
monologue about the futility of war.”

SERIOUS ABOUT THEATRE
Opening night for the show was Feb.
17, 2006. The four-show run took place
in one of Saddam Hussein’s former
presidential palaces, which had been
converted into the U.S. Embassy.
“The building was huge,” he says. “We
turned a corner of one of the ballrooms into
a theatre stage. It turned out to be a pretty
good production, and the people who saw
the play really enjoyed it. The audience
included American troops, ambassadors,
Iraqi employees of the embassy and other
members of the coalition forces.”
Mackenzie returned to Westminster at
the conclusion of his deployment. Now,
fast forward to 2017, and Mackenzie
applauds the work ethic of the Alma theatre students. While Alma is a new place
for him, “I can’t imagine the people
being nicer,” he says.

“At Westminster, I did not have the
opportunity to give scholarships to
help recruit students,” he says. “Here,
students are very serious about theatre.
These are great kids. I had great experiences with Our Town and The Laramie
Project. The first-year students who
acted in these productions did great
work and blended in well with the older
students.” ❖

— MIKE SILVERTHORN

OPENING NIGHT
“My favorite memory is opening night
in October 1993. We invited several
Presbyterian Church choirs to join the
College Choirs to perform Beethoven's
Ninth Symphony with the Alma
Symphony Orchestra and four professional soloists. Rehearsals were going
along okay, but the building was behind
schedule. President Stone grilled me
pretty carefully on the possibility
of moving the date to November or
December. For reasons I can't remember, he became convinced that we had
to go ahead with the October date,
so he called in the various building
contractors and really put the heat on.
Somehow it happened, though the
lighting wasn't quite complete and the
acoustical shell needed adjustments
(it was moved in that afternoon), but a
full house attended and the orchestra,
large 200-plus chorus and soloists were
wonderful. A new standard of student
involvement in the arts began with this
center and to my knowledge continues
fully right to the present.”

DOUGLAS SCRIPPS, ASO
CONDUCTOR, PROFESSOR
EMERITUS OF MUSIC • 1985-2002
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Finding inspiration in the costume shop

FOR NEARLY 20 YEARS, DESIGNER TINA VIVIAN ’94 HAS SKETCHED, DESIGNED AND
CREATED THE COSTUMES THAT BRING THEATRE TO LIFE IN STROSACKER THEATRE

T

here is a room that lies hidden
in plain sight along the back
corridor of the Oscar E.
Remick Heritage Center for the
Performing Arts. Mounted upon the
door that seals this room is a small
plaque that reads “Costume Shop.”
This modest door scarcely hints at
the treasures that lie on the other
side. Through the large window
on the north wall a great deal of
natural light spills in and fills the
room. Covering each of the remaining walls are tall shelves with
totes stacked high upon them.
Inside these totes are threads, fabrics and countless other craft supplies awaiting the day that they
come together in some shape or
another. Then they, too, may hang
somewhere in the room as one of
the various costumes crafted especially for Alma College Theatre
and Dance.

“The arts are important. The arts are humanity.
They are where people find comfort in times
of unease. The fact that Alma College does
such an amazing job supporting the arts
means a lot. Not every place gets behind them
the way that Alma does.” — Tina Vivian
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Busily working amidst all of this is
instructor and costume designer
Tina Vivian ’94. Although working
fervently, Vivian has a calm and
cool air about her that comes with
the experience of occupying this
domain for nearly 20 years. Yet,
the story on how she wound up
here is something of interest.

COSTUMING AND
PRINTMAKING
“When my kids were growing up
we were involved in the community theatre in Big Rapids,” says
Vivian. “It was always a really big
deal for us. I made their costumes, and it got to where I was
doing more and more.

“Somehow, I wound up costuming for the Ferris State University
theatre. It was when I did the
costuming for Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
that I decided costuming was sort
of cool, and that I could do it.”
Still, it wasn’t exactly what she
planned to do with the rest of
her life.
Twenty years after finishing high
school and once her kids were
grown, Vivian came to Alma
College to pursue a BFA in printmaking and drawing. After receiving her degree, she obtained an
MFA in printmaking.
Vivian quickly began earning prizes at regional printmaking shows
and secured two part-time jobs as
a printmaker following graduation. It was then that a friend
pushed her to look into a costuming position that was advertised
by Alma College in 1999.

RIBBON, LACE AND LONG
CURLY WIGS
“I left the career path that I thought
I was going to travel down and took
this job instead,” says Vivian. “At
one point I really questioned what I
was doing. When I walked into this
shop, though, my only thought was,
‘Yes, this is where I want to be!’
“The first show that I did here was
Three Sisters, and I was terrified
that I wouldn’t even get it finished
because I had so many other things
going on,” Vivian admits. “At the
time it was hard to enlist the help
of students because I didn’t know
them or what they were capable of. ➞

13
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“I felt so good at the end of that production,” says Vivian. “More importantly, I
felt as though I had made the correct decision in coming here. It wasn’t just me
making prints in a studio either. Rather,
there was a whole team of people to
collaborate with, and in those settings so
much more can be accomplished.”
Vivian also has fond memories in costuming A Midsummer Night’s Dream,
The Importance of Being Ernest and
Tartuffe, the French farce that requires
over-the-top costuming.
“I got to put all of these guys in ribbon,
lace and these long curly wigs,” she
says. “I was terrified that they would
hate it. Interestingly, they really enjoyed
getting to be the pretty ones for once.”

THE GIFT OF CREATIVITY
While Vivian may not go to work and
make prints or draw every day, she has
not abandoned the skills she obtained
in college. Each year she does at least
one small print to give away.
Additionally, before a production she
sketches renderings of each character.
These aid Vivian in implementing the
research that she does in order to discover the appropriate garments, styles
and colors to utilize in each play.
“Even if it’s hard work, and it’s exhausting, at the end of the day I can walk
out and know that we accomplished
something,” says Vivian. “That is what
makes each day worthwhile to me.”

“I treasure the experience of working
with our wonderfully talented costume
designer, Tina Vivan. Tina is an incredible collaborator in her ability to work
with the director, other designers and
the actors who wear the clothing she
is designing and building with her
students. She has a strong sense of the
needs of the unique world of a play,
and I loved our work together on the
many classical plays we produced.”

— Joe Jezewski,
Director of Theatre, 1993-2016

In addition to her work for the theatre,
Vivian teaches both a class and a lab
in the costuming shop. Her 2016-17
assistant, Jessica Peters ’17, has found
a job as a dresser.
“I think that having a job where you
can be a creative person in this world
is such an amazing gift,” says Vivian.
“I am so lucky. As I get
older, I know that
I’m not going to do
this forever, though.”

LOUISA MAY ALCOTT
COMES TO LIFE
Vivian recently acquired her
MFA in writing for children
and young adults from Vermont
College of Fine Arts.
“I keep coming across these fascinating things in my research about
costumes and how people lived during
different periods in history,” says Vivian.
“I want to do something with this information, and I want to share some
of this excitement for theatre and
for the arts as a whole,” says Vivian.
“Kids have excitement for these
things, and then as
they age people tend to
discourage it and call it an
impractical pursuit. Through writing
it is my hope to let kids know that
these passions are okay.”
Stemming from this idea, Vivian desires
to take a Louisa May Alcott costume
she has designed and wear it to schools
in order to share the historical facts her
research has uncovered.
“These talks came from the inspiration I found in the costume shop
— it’s the theatre, the costuming and
the writing that I am passionate about
all rolled into one,” says Vivian.
“The arts are important. The arts are
humanity. They are where people
find comfort in times of unease,”
says Vivian. “The fact that Alma
College does such an amazing job
supporting the arts means a lot. Not
every place gets behind them the
way that Alma does.” ❖

— CHEYENNE KALFSBEEK ’19
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Q&A with Ben Munisteri,
dance artist and educator
A
professional dancer and choreographer
born and raised in Brooklyn, N.Y., Ben
Munisteri joined the Alma College theatre and
dance faculty in fall 2016, bringing with him an
interest in interdisciplinary contexts for dance.
Early in his career, his own ensemble of dancers performed to critical acclaim on numerous
New York City-area stages. More recently, he
has shifted his focus to education. At Alma, he
teaches a full class load, co-directs the dance
performance program and oversees the annual
Student Choreographers’ Concert.

Prior to Alma, you were the “choreographer-in-residence” at Lafayette
College in Pennsylvania as part of a
program funded by the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation. Tell us about
that experience.
“This was a tremendous grant award,
a total of $450,000, and we used it for
several things. We brought in dance
companies to perform, teach and
give demonstrations. A few even held
creative residencies where they created
works while on campus. Several also
did cross disciplinary work where artists
and professors collaborated on how
to use dance to teach and learn other
disciplines. It sounds crazy, I know! One
such guest worked with a paleobiologist,
and together they came up with ways to
represent speciation, deep time, natural
selection and various mutations through
physical movements.”
How did that experience impact
your thought process for teaching
and curricular development at
Alma College?
“I love reaching across disciplines to
other careers and subjects. Alma has
an advantage here that lies within the
students. They have an intense curiosity,
a desire to perform and delve deep into

dance, but they are also looking at other
possibilities. Our students self-select
Alma College when many are worthy of
a conservatory education. Some will go
on to stage careers while others may go
on to practice law or medicine. They are
blessed with advanced technique and
artistic curiosity, which fuels the program. The intensity and advanced skill
that they possess drives me to innovate
and meet their needs.”
What are some specific examples
of ways dance can be incorporated
across disciplines?
“I have joined Teaching Religion Across
the Liberal Arts, a group chaired by
Kate Blanchard in Religious Studies. It
has helped me to see how spirituality
and devotional dance can fit into dance
history and choreography classes. I also
am working with the Art and Design
Department on doing something for
Alma Art Prize next year. One idea is
that we will have site specific dances in
juxtaposition to the art installations.”
How has the growth of digital media affected the dance profession?
“As a boy I recall making stop-motion
animation films with my Star Wars figures.
And at New York University I saw how

new media can be part of the live performance in capturing a 2D product or dance
film. These days you can be a dance artist
who doesn’t have live performances.
Rather you can produce dance films with
relatively few resources including editing
software and an internet connection. This
is really exciting for dance.”
You have indicated that you would
like to bring David Leventhal,
the program director and founding teacher for the Dance for
Parkinson’s Disease program, to
Alma’s campus. Why?
“I love what he and other dancers have
done with patient populations. They
partner with researchers to see how
dance helps to ameliorate the symptoms
of Parkinson’s. Not to mention, their
work allows for insight on how engaging
with the arts can be a standard of wellbeing and quality of life.”
Alma is far away from Brooklyn,
both geographically and culturally.
How do you balance that divide?
“I go back to New York occasionally to
create and show new work and gauge
the response. I still have half a foot in
New York City, but one and a half feet
are in Alma!” ❖
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PERFORMING ARTS ALUMNI

Theatre: It’s more than just acting

A CONCERT HALL
BUILT FOR MUSIC

W

“It is not possible for me to select
one Heritage Center memory that
stands out above the countless
wonderful musical moments and
the faces of hundreds of Alma
Choir members doing what they
love. However, I clearly remember the excitement we all felt in
the fall of 1993 when we moved
our concerts from our old home
in the College Chapel to the
brand new Heritage Center – a
concert hall built for music! We
opened the building with a performance of the Beethoven 9th
Symphony and just a few weeks
later our first Festival of Carols.

JAMES KUHL ’01 EMBRACED A LIFE-LONG PASSION FOR THEATRE
WHILE A STUDENT AT ALMA COLLEGE. TODAY, HE DIRECTS A
SUCCESSFUL THEATRE COMPANY, APPLYING THE LESSONS HE
LEARNED FROM HIS COLLEGE TEACHER AND MENTOR.
hen James Kuhl ’01 attended
Chesaning High School, he knew
exactly what he wanted to be
involved in for the rest of his life.
Theatre.
An Alma College student teacher found
herself assisting with the Chesaning
High School production of The Wizard
of Oz, which cast Kuhl as the Scarecrow.
To support the student teacher, two
Alma professors, one in education and
the other in sociology, came to one of
the performances. After the show, both
approached Kuhl and asked him if he
had ever thought about Alma College,
sharing a bit about its theatre program.
“My first interaction with people involved with Alma was so personal,” says
Kuhl. “It led to my interest of visiting
the school, where I was immediately

attracted to the theatre program — ultimately committing to becoming a Scot.”
Although Kuhl’s passion was acting,
he decided he would make a practical
move and study business administration
with a minor in theatre. However, it only
took one day of class with Joe Jezewski,
the now-retired theatre director at Alma
College, to alter his thinking on theatre
all together.
“I quickly realized that the depth and
impact of theatre was so much more
than I had ever dreamed of,” says Kuhl.
“I used to do it just because it was fulfilling, but when Joe started talking about
the art and craft of acting, it opened my
eyes to the complex beauty of it all. He
was showing me there was a profound
opportunity to express myself, and that
was life changing. And that was also
only the first day.”

Kuhl changed his major to theatre after
his second year. Upon graduation, he
took a leap into the real world where
he took part in a season-long apprenticeship at the Purple Rose Theatre
Company, started by Emmy Awardwinning actor Jeff Daniels.
In 2004, Kuhl returned to Alma College
when he accepted an internship within
the theatre department, working alongside Jezewski in teaching and directing
plays in the Remick Heritage Center’s
Strosacker Theatre.

ABOUT TIPPING POINT THEATRE:
• Professional Equity theatre company
in Northville, Mich.
• Six main stage productions each
year, up to 150 performances
• Offerings include comedies, musicals
and drama, plus acting classes and
community outreach
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“Joe has been one of the most influential
people in my life, so to be able to return
and learn even more from a mentor
was a special opportunity,” says Kuhl.
“I continued being a student but now I
was sitting next to him, discovering even
more about theatre and myself as we
talked about performance decisions and
artistic choices.”
For the past eight years, Kuhl has
served as the producing artistic director of Tipping Point Theatre, located in
downtown Northville, Mich. Described
by local reviewers as “warm and
welcoming” with “intimate staging and
incredible actors,” Tipping Point is the

“The Chapel, while a nice place
to sing, had been limiting in
many ways, but the Heritage
Center opened opportunities
limited only by the confines of
our creativity. As important as
the new facilities were, the new
colleagues hired to manage
the back stage, front of house,
and concert promotion were an
equal blessing. Their expertise
and dedication continues to free
me to concentrate on teaching
and conducting. Perhaps the
best summation I can offer is my
belief that we have all wanted our
music making to be worthy of the
beautiful Heritage Center for the
Performing Arts.”

only professional theatre in the western
Wayne County area.
His work combines the responsibility of
an executive director and artistic director. He makes business and financial decisions, oversees day-to-day operations
and leads the development, cultivation
and implementation of the artistic output
of the theatre.
Kuhl may have dropped the business
administration major at Alma College,
but much of what he learned still applies
to his role at Tipping Point Theatre. For
him, that’s just the beauty of a liberal
arts education.
“A large deal of what I do at Tipping
Point Theatre has to do with running a
business,” says Kuhl. “The education
that the liberal arts provide is imperative
to where I am today.
“A huge benefit to the liberal arts is the
ability to come at things with curiosity
and a tenacity to solve problems and
overcome challenges,” he says. “I may
not know everything, but Alma taught
me to have the interest to jump into
something new and learn it.”❖

ABOUT JAMES KUHL:
• Producing Artistic Director at
Tipping Point Theatre since 2009
• Master of Fine Arts in Acting
from Wayne State University
• Completed The Purple Rose
Theatre Apprentice Program
• Past winner of the Heck Rabi
Playwriting Competition
• Has worked as an area
actor with The Purple Rose
Theatre Company, Michigan
Shakespeare Festival, Boarshead
Theatre and others.
• Sits on the Advisory Board of
the Detroit Public Theatre

WILL NICHOLS,
CONDUCTOR OF THE
ALMA CHOIRS, SECREST
PROFESSOR OF MUSIC •
1983- PRESENT

– DEREK DEVINE
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A gig with the Trans-Siberian Orchestra
ANN ARMBRUSTER ’08 PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH A MUSICAL
FOUNDATION THAT ENABLES THEM TO CREATE, APPRECIATE AND
PARTICIPATE IN MUSIC THROUGHOUT THEIR LIFETIME.

S

Photo courtesy of Kallie Walker Photography

he achieves this as an elementary
music and art teacher at Allegan
Public Schools. Between two
schools she teaches six grades of music
and five grades of art, so there is lots of
variety and “never a dull moment.”
In her free time, Armbruster plays cello
at weddings and events. She recently
joined the Kalamazoo Philharmonia,
a community and student orchestra
through Kalamazoo College.
Music will always play a major role in her
life, and she credits the friendly, family-like atmosphere in the music building
at Alma College for nourishing her
personally and professionally. She played
in a variety of settings at Alma and even
had an opportunity to perform with the
Trans-Siberian Orchestra.
“I remember the band member who was
rehearsing us said, ‘Don't worry if you
miss the F# in the fifth measure; the most
important thing about your performance
is to look like you are having fun,’ she
recalls. “Thus I remember doing some
pretty serious head-banging while

A musical memory

M

arcus Alston ’14 has an Alma
College memory that sticks out
beyond all others — the time
he was named the winner of the Alma
Symphony Concerto Competition, performing the Weber Clarinet Concerto No.
1 in F minor.
“Having the ability to perform a concerto with full orchestral accompaniment
was incredibly rewarding,” says Alston.
“Musicians spend what feels like an
infinite number of hours in tiny practice rooms and practice pieces written
hundreds of years ago, so collaborating
with Maestro Murray Gross and the Alma
Symphony to bring Weber’s work to life
was exhilarating.”
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Alma faculty Dave Zerbe and Scott
Messing played important roles in
Alston’s successes in the music department at Alma College and beyond.
“Dr. Messing does an incredible job of
making sure he doesn’t allow anyone to
go unnoticed,” says Alston. “He valued
my work and always provided excellent
feedback on my writing — something
that I continue to use as a professional.
Dave Zerbe’s social awareness and
empathic spirit made it clear that Alma
College was the right place for me.”
Alston is currently a home office underwriter for Auto-Owners Insurance. His
future plans include pursuing an MBA
with a specialization in strategic human
resources. ❖

— DEREK DEVINE

rocking out along with my cello teacher,
Jamie Fiste, and sitting next to him on
stage as he played the beautiful cello
solo at the beginning of Christmas Eve/
Sarajevo. Throughout much of the show
fire was shooting up behind us, at which
time the stage felt like it heated up about
20 degrees, and ashes fell on my cello.”
She continues to apply the concepts she
learned at Alma College to her life today.
“I learned that I shouldn't expect teaching to be easy, but I could expect it to
be rewarding and meaningful,” says
Armbruster. “That knowledge kept me
going through the first few years of teaching, which are typically the most difficult.
“I also was able to do an internship in
Kerala, India, and study abroad in Vienna,
Austria. Being in another place with different lifestyles and values broadened my
world view and continues to influence
my thoughts and opinions,” she says.
Armbruster has many memories of
the Heritage Center, including an
Alma Symphony Orchestra and Alma
Choirs masterworks performance of
Carmina Burana.
“Having the brass blaring in my ear
and vocal melodies soaring over the
strings was quite a moving experience,” she says.❖

—DEREK DEVINE

Always busy, always balanced

SARAH ZICHI ’13 HAS A FAVORITE HERITAGE CENTER MEMORY:
CHOREOGRAPHING THE KILTIE MARCHING BAND INDOOR SHOW

I

t’s second nature for Sarah Zichi ’13
to balance a busy schedule. It’s a skill
she learned as a student when she
performed as a dancer on the Heritage
Center stage while pursuing a degree in
integrative physiology and health science.

“My Alma liberal arts education taught
me how to be busy without letting anything fall through the cracks,” says Zichi.
“Alma prepared me to handle multiple
responsibilities all by using balance.”
Zichi serves as director of activities at
SarahCare Adult Daycare Centers in
Grand Rapids, where she is responsible
for planning and facilitating cognitive and
physical activities for participants with
different mental and physical illnesses.
In addition to her day job, Zichi works

for the local YMCA teaching dance and
creative movement, practices Dance/
Movement Therapy (DMT) through the
Comprehensive Therapy Center and
teaches classes for a program called Arts
in Motion. She also works under a grant
for Mercy Health Hospital providing DMT
for patients with neurological diseases.
Professor Karen Ball and Sarah’s sister,
Anna Zichi Curtis '09, were Sarah’s two
biggest influences when looking for
colleges to attend. Curtis helped her
connect with faculty and students in the
IPH and dance departments, but it was
Ball who sealed the deal.
“When I met with Dr. Ball, she asked
me what I wanted to do with my degree,” says Zichi. “At the time, I wanted
to become a physical therapist who

specialized in dance injuries. Instead of
trying to steer me in a different direction
like faculty members at other schools
had, she was very excited about how I
could potentially work within different
majors to prepare for graduate school.”
Her favorite college memories come from
being a member of the Kiltie Marching
Band’s color guard.
“At the end of every football season,
we performed a spectacular indoor
show in the Heritage Center,” says Zichi.
“My favorite was my senior year, when
Samantha Perrin '13 and I choreographed
the majority of the performance.
“We included members of the drumline,
incorporated elements of partner dancing
like lifts, and even taught them flag basics
so they were able to spin flags alongside
us. I felt so creative that year both choreographing and teaching. Whenever I hear
"I Won't Give Up" by Jason Mraz, I think
of that performance.” ❖

— DEREK DEVINE

‘Big dreams take big work’

AMANDA EWING ’11 COMES FROM A LONG LINE OF ALMA GRADUATES, SO BEING A SCOT SEEMED TO
BE THE OBVIOUS CHOICE AS SHE LOOKED TO ATTEND COLLEGE.

“I

use my Alma education every
day,” says Ewing. “Scots tend to
take the maximum number of
classes, work the maximum number of
hours and push themselves to their limits,
so I quickly learned how to manage time,
prioritize and ask for help when I need it.”

She describes her current position
as the program coordinator for the
University of Michigan’s Educational
Theatre Company as “an exciting opportunity to be able to merge my love
of teaching, theatre and social justice in
one position.”
“The position gives me the chance to do
a range of theatre,” she says. “I produce
a big show every summer for all of U of
M's incoming freshman, but I also get
to do smaller applied drama workshops
during the year.
“For example, UMetc performs in UM's
Change It Up! program — a bystander
intervention workshop that uses theatre
to teach students how to intervene when
they notice something is wrong — like in
instances of potential sexual assault.

“I am also a professional director, and a
producer of BoxFest Detroit — an annual
festival to support and promote female
directors. It has served and continues
to function as a springboard for many
women and their directing careers.”
Faculty members Dana Aspinall
(English) and Joe Jezewski (theatre)
were the major influencers to
Ewing, and she feels fortunate
to still have both of them as role
models today.

Photo courtesy of Mark Harris Photography
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One of Ewing’s favorite student
memories was a performance of
An Absolute Turkey.
“It was a farce, so it was intended to be way over the top,” says
Ewing. “I played the most unbelievably dramatic character and
had this ridiculous — read: super
fake — German accent. There
were basically no rules, so I
was playing naive and silly,
laughing through the entire
experience.” ❖

— DEREK DEVINE
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Singing in uncharted territory

KRISTEN DUBENION-SMITH ’02 IS THE FIRST WOMAN OFFERED
A POSITION WITH THE CHOIR OF MEN AND BOYS/GIRLS AT THE
WASHINGTON NATIONAL CATHEDRAL

K

risten DubenionSmith ’02 has
enjoyed an active
professional singing
career since her graduation from Alma College,
culminating with her
ground-breaking appointment to the professional
choir at the Washington
National Cathedral.
In the fall of 2016, she
joined the cathedral’s
Choir of Men and Boys/
Girls — the first woman to
be offered a position with
the prestigious choir in its
nearly 110-year history.
“Receiving this role is
a huge honor,” says

Dubenion-Smith. “It’s happening all over — more
women are becoming
the first female here and
there. To be the only
woman in this position is
incredible and humbling.”
Although she is based on
the East Coast, DubenionSmith, a mezzo-soprano,
travels across the country
to perform. Her passion
for singing led her and
two others to form the
trio, Eya, an award-winning vocal ensemble that
specializes in the interpretation of medieval music
for women’s voices.
Eya performs across
the United States, even
making a stop
at Alma College
in 2014, giving
DubenionSmith a chance
to return to
her alma mater
for the first
time since she
walked across
the commencement
stage. The visit
allowed her to
reconnect with
Choral Director
Will Nichols
and many
others.
“We love when
our tour stops
at college
campuses, but
stopping at
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Alma was very special,”
says Dubenion-Smith. “It
reminded me of college
all over again. Many of my
mentors told me they were
proud of my accomplishments, which means the
world coming from the
many who helped me get
to where I am today.”
More recently, DubenionSmith connected with
the Alma College Choirs
in March 2017 while the
group was on its biennial
East Coast tour, including
a culminating performance at the Washington
National Cathedral.
“As you might expect, the
Cathedral receives many
inquiries from traveling
choirs, and they need to
be careful about the quality of the choirs that are
given permission to sing
there,” says Nichols. “To
help reassure them about
the quality of the Alma
Choir, I submitted tape
recordings of the choir,
and I asked Kristen to
vouch for us. As the only
female member of the
Cathedral’s professional
choir, her recommendation was all we needed.”
Says Dubenion-Smith: “It
was so wonderful to be
able to hear the voices of
the current Scots. I always
look forward to when current students make their
stops out east.” ❖

— DEREK DEVINE

CULTIVATING DIVERSITY

ABOUT KRISTEN
DUBENION-SMITH
• Michigan native and four-year
member of the Alma Choir
• Notable solo engagements
include concerts with
Apollo’s Fire, The Folger
Consort, Washington Bach
Consort, The Catacoustic
Consort, Bach in Baltimore,
Opera Lafayette and The
Dryden Ensemble.
• Member of the vocal
ensemble Eya
• Joined the Washington
National Cathedral’s Choir of
Men and Boys/Girls in
fall 2016
• Has recordings on Bard,
Gothic and Telarc labels

Cultivating a diverse and
inclusive campus culture

EDITOR’S NOTE:
AS COMMENCEMENT ARRIVED LAST
APRIL, CANDY MCCORKLE WAS
FINISHING HER FIRST SIX MONTHS
ON THE JOB AS ALMA’S DIRECTOR
OF DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION. WE
INVITED HER TO REFLECT ON WHAT
SHE HAS LEARNED ABOUT DIVERSITY
… AND ALMA COLLEGE.

ABOUT THE CHOIR OF MEN
AND BOYS/GIRLS
•C
 hoir of Men and Boys was
founded in 1909
•C
 hoir of Men and Girls was
founded in 1997
•T
 he men (and now woman)
of the choirs are professional
musicians from the greater
Washington area who sing
with the boys and girls to
complete the traditional
choral sound.
•W
 hile the choirs provide
music for the regular sung
liturgy, they also participate in
services of national importance, such as presidential
funerals and commemorative
services.
•T
 he choirs also tour nationally
and internationally and have
recorded several albums.

ABOUT EYA
• Vocal ensemble that specializes in the interpretation of
medieval music for women’s
voices
• Founded in 2010, with performers from the Washington,
D.C., area
• Recipient of the Greater D.C.
Choral Excellence Award for
Best Specialty Group: Early
Music (2013)

W

hen I assumed this role, it was
my hope to spend my first
year learning the culture of
the campus and gauging the level of
commitment to becoming a diverse
and inclusive institution. I was not
surprised by what I encountered, as
Alma is not much different than other

campuses at which I have served.
College campuses are often microcosms of society. It is often believed
that since great thinkers are found on
college campuses, that the “isms” of
the world would have no place among
these progressive thinkers. That is a
grave misconception.

My first day on campus was a warm
October day. It began with the hourand-a-half long drive that has become
both my evening meditation time and
the crux of my morning. Upon arriving on campus I was warmly greeted
by my colleagues in the Center for
Student Opportunity (CSO). ➞
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ABOUT CANDY MCCORKLE
DIRECTOR OF DIVERSITY AND
INCLUSION

I HELP STUDENTS BY:
“providing education and
awareness of diverse cultures
and opportunities to create an
inclusive environment.”

EDUCATIONAL
BACKGROUND:
• Ph.D. in counselor education
and supervision, Western
Michigan University
• M.S. in clinical psychology,
Eastern Michigan University
• B.A. in psychology, Wright
State University

PROFESSIONAL
BACKGROUND:
20 years of administrative and
teaching experience in higher
education. Prior to Alma, she
was the assistant dean of the
honors program at Jackson
College.

IN MY ROLE AT ALMA, I
GET MOST EXCITED WHEN:
“I am able to experience
students’ willingness to step
outside of their comfort zone in
order to experience the world
from another’s perspective.”

WHAT I LOVE MOST ABOUT
ALMA COLLEGE IS:
“It’s a small school that offers
diverse opportunities for students, faculty and staff inside
and outside the classroom.”

I CHOSE TO WORK AT
ALMA COLLEGE BECAUSE:
“I wanted to be in a place
in which I would be able to
challenge and support student
growth.”
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What I found most surprising was that
on any given day, when I walk across
campus, students, whether they know
you or not, greet you with a smile and a
hello. It is rare that I walk across campus
and a student does not offer a greeting.
That was something I have not found of
most college campuses. The friendliness
of students gave Alma a point in the
welcoming department.
I also found a sincere eagerness by
many for creating a welcoming campus. These individuals had a desire
but lacked direction on how to achieve
their goal. This gave Alma a second
point for wanting to be inclusive.

A DIFFERENT WORLD
Many of the students of color found
me and came to my office to welcome
me. These students were very willing
to share with me the experiences they
have had on campus. Many of these
stories were not surprising but nonetheless disheartening. The themes of
the narratives were feeling invisible
in classes, ignored by white students,
frustrated when others do not see the
discrimination they are experiencing
and being in a foreign world.
Alma is so very different than the
communities from which these students
come that finding their niche is a challenge. As students, they want to learn
and engage in campus life but often
feel that they are ignored or not given a
chance. These narratives let me know
that we still have lots of work to do to
make all students feel welcomed and an
equal part of Alma College.
These themes were common among
black students, LGBTQIA students,
Jewish students and students of other
marginalized groups. In hearing these
stories, I concluded that an area for me
to begin working in is helping students
on campus learn how to engage with
one another by first identifying our own
biases and then learning how to be
conscious of the language we use in
our interactions.

What has given me the most hope is
learning that many of the students
from marginalized groups chose Alma
because they like the small campus
and small class sizes. These students
also appreciate the diversity of opportunities to travel abroad, join student
groups and participate in research.

A VISION FOR INCLUSION
I have been amazed at the multitude
of activities offered to students at
Alma; it truly lives up to its reputation
as an outstanding liberal arts college.
Students are able to engage in learning
that extends the classroom to service learning and social activism. At
first-glance, Alma does appear to be
homogenous, but if you spend some
time peeling back the layers you will
find the seeds of diversity waiting to
be cultivated.
In finding these seeds, my vision for the
Diversity and Inclusion Office began to
take shape.
I want to strengthen campus collaborations to develop volunteer, internship
and employment opportunities that
challenge students outside of their
cultural comfort zones and help them
gain insight into the marketability of
being able to interact and appreciate
diversity in the workforce.
I have had the wonderful experience
of working with our admissions and
athletic departments in talking with
prospective students about Alma and
our commitment to diversity. The willingness of faculty and staff to invite me
to partner with them has been refreshing and demonstrates that people want
to be welcoming.

I also would like to extend our work
beyond the college by finding appropriate means in which to work with the
local community on appreciating the
benefits of being diverse and inclusive.

ABOUT THE DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION OFFICE

CHALLENGED AND BLESSED

Housed in the Center for Student Opportunity, the Diversity and Inclusion
Office promotes the academic success, equality and leadership development of
students through programs and services that holistically address their cultural,
educational and civil growth.

So those are a few of my dreams. But what
has happened in this past year?

PROGRAMS

MINORITY ENROLLMENT

• Martin Luther King Jr. Week
• Black History Month
• Diversity Dialogues
• King-Chavez-Parks Mentoring
Program
• Campbell Scholars
• Safe Zone

The percentage of students from diverse
populations in the Fall 2016 entering
class was 18.1% — a record high for Alma
College that is nearly double the percentage of four years ago.

Well, we hosted six Diversity Dialogue
lunches on topics that spanned from
religious to economic diversity. These
dialogues are facilitated by faculty
and staff with an interest or expertise
in the topic of the dialogue and are
attended by faculty, staff, students and
administrators.
We brought speakers, musicians and
films to campus to introduce students to
new ideas and to experience different
cultures without leaving campus. I am excited to work with the co-curricular committee to broaden the cultural experience
of both the college and the community.

I have been able to provide consultation
to student groups and other campus
organizations seeking to engage in diversity work, and those have been wonderful collaborations.
In these past six months, I have been

challenged and blessed by the work of
my new role but also by my charge of not
just doing diversity work on campus —
but infusing diversity and inclusion into
the soul of Alma College so it is no longer
something we do, but who we are. ❖

— CANDY MCCORKLE

KCP Program mentors
organize fun on- and
off-campus events
for students, such as
trips to Uncle John's
Cider Mill, laser tag,
pumpkin carving and
special dinners.

An area that I am very keen on working with is our international students.
So often colleges tend not to recognize
international students as part of its
diversity and inclusion tapestry. As we
plan for fall 2017, finding ways to meet
the needs of our international students
is a primary goal of my area.
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Campbell Scholars at Alma

T

Detroit students at Alma College. Activities focus on
helping the scholars succeed in college, build positive
relationships with faculty and other students, and
develop the skills to be successful after graduation.

The program, funded by a grant from the Detroitbased McGregor Fund, creates a community of

Students enrolled in the program are designated
“Campbell Scholars” in honor of the late Alma
College graduate and trustee David Campbell ’75,
the longtime president of the McGregor Fund.

he Alma College Campbell Scholars program
provides increased scholarships for qualified
low-income Detroit students. Of the 21 mostly
first-generation college students who have enrolled
in this program since it was introduced in 2014, 20
have persisted and are on track for graduation.

Meet Ernikka Johnson, Campbell Scholar

E

rnikka Johnson ’19
has unusual advice
for first-generation students like herself who are
contemplating college: “Get
uncomfortable.”

A graduate of the Benjamin
Carson High School of
Science and Medicine in
Detroit, Johnson enrolled at
Alma College as part of the
Campbell Scholars Program.
At the time, it was an uncomfortable decision for the
Detroit student who would
be the first from her family
to attend college. But it’s a
decision she doesn’t regret.
“It’s okay to be uncomfortable and to keep pushing
through,” says Johnson,
who enters her junior year
this fall. “My freshman year,
I was definitely uncomfortable, and I’m glad. People
get so trapped into their
bubble, but going to college
can challenge you to consider new ideas, meet new
people and try new things.”
Johnson overcame her
uncomfortableness and
jumped into campus life. In
her sophomore year, she
was a resident assistant in
Bruske Hall and served as
a peer mentor through the
King-Chavez-Parks Mentor
Program. She also joined the
Alma College Union Board
and the Multicultural Club.
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“I love helping students,”
she says. “A lot of students
have trouble branching out
and making friendships.
As a mentor, I’m there to
provide encouragement
and advice.”

Johnson is pursuing a major in health care administration with dreams of working for the United Nations’
World Health Organization.
Last spring, she participated in Associate Professor of
Health Care Administration
Dale Sanders’ Foundations
of Emergency Management
spring term class that
included travel to health
agencies in Michigan and
Canada. She also has had
opportunities to attend
a healthcare conference
in California and present
research at a Federal
Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) symposium in Emmitsburg, Md.
“I am privileged to be at
Alma College and appreciate the Campbell Scholar
funding that enabled me
to enroll,” she says. “But
I also know that I have to
work hard to stay at Alma.
It’s an amazing program.
Without it, I would still be
sitting in my room watching
‘Heroes.’” ❖

— MIKE
SILVERTHORN

CAMPUS NEWS
CELEBRATING
DISTINGUISHED CAREERS
Several Alma College faculty members
announced their retirement this year following long and distinguished teaching
careers. In recognition of their contributions, the Board of Trustees, meeting in
February 2017, approved the awarding of
emeritus status to the following faculty:
• Julie Wegner Arnold ’79, professor
of modern languages and a faculty
member since 1981;
• Joe Beckmann, professor of biochemistry, who joined the faculty
in 1996;
• Myles McNally, professor of mathematics and computer science, who
joined the faculty in 1992;
• William Palmer, Charles A. Dana
Professor of English, who joined the
faculty in 1977.

INTRODUCING NEW VPs:
GATLIN, RISHE
Alan Gatlin, an accomplished senior
executive with a
30-year career in finance and management, assumed the
role of chief operating officer (COO)
and vice president
for finance and administration at Alma
College effective June 5. A resident of
Alma for the past 16 years, Gatlin serves
as Alma’s chief financial officer and
will work collaboratively across campus
sectors to allocate resources in the new
role of COO.
Karl Rishe, former
dean of students
at Notre Dame
College in South
Euclid, Ohio, has
been named vice
president for student
affairs at Alma
College, effective
Aug. 1, 2017. A 15-year professional in
higher education administration, Rishe
replaces Nick Piccolo, who has retired
after a 42-year career in student life administration, including the past 14 years
as Alma’s chief student affairs officer.

BARLOW TROPHY WINNER COMBINES INTERESTS IN
SCIENCE, DANCE
During his four years at Alma, Cameron
Spitzfaden of Charlotte, Michigan,
helped design and fabricate a robotic
prosthetic hand, studied biomolecular
sensing during a summer research
project at the University of Kentucky,
resolved student technology issues for
the Information Technology Services
office, and performed multiple times
on the Heritage Center stage as a
member of the Alma College Dance
Department. A double major in physics
and mathematics with a minor in
dance, Spitzfaden was the 2017 recipient of the Barlow Trophy, Alma
College’s most prestigious award for a
graduating senior.

ACADEMIC AWARDS
Elizabeth Cameron, professor of business administration, was honored
by her peers last spring at the MBAA
International Conference with “master
teacher” and “distinguished paper”
awards. The conference was attended by
approximately 800 business faculty from
around the world.
She received the 2017 MBAA
Distinguished Paper Award from the
Midwest Academy of Legal Studies in
Business (MALSB). Her paper, “How the
NLRB’s Decisions Involving Social Media
Cases Are Narrowing the Definition of
Concerted Activity … Whether We ‘Like’
It or Not,” was co-authored with Jessica
A. Magaldi and Jonathan Sales from Pace
University. The papers submitted for this
competition are double blind reviewed,
and this was the second time that Dr.
Cameron has received the award.
She also was named the 2017 MALSB
Master Teacher for her presentation
on “Engaging Techniques for Teaching
Millennials Business Law—The Impact
of Using Diverse Learning Strategies.”
Assisting with the presentation were business administration students Elizabeth
Blasius ’18, Olivia Connors ’18, Ben
Feliczak ’18, Kylie Hamilton ’17, Brooks
Hyble ’18 and Mika Obrecht ’18.

ENTREPRENEURIAL
INNOVATION AWARD
First-year student Nathaniel Haut ‘20,
a chemistry and computer science
double major, received the highest
evaluation and a $7,500 scholarship in
the Independent Innovators Network
competition sponsored by the Michigan
Colleges Alliance. He submitted an
entrepreneurial concept for an agricultural water sensor system designed to
optimize farm irrigation techniques.

NATIONAL MODEL UN
WINNING STREAK
EXTENDS TO 21 YEARS
For the 21st consecutive year, Alma
College students captured the highest
awards at the National Model United
Nations Conference in New York City.
Competing March 19-23, the Alma
College teams representing the countries
of Morocco and Uruguay received “outstanding delegation” recognition, the
highest award at the conference. Alma
College has now won an all-time 40
“outstanding delegation” awards — the
most of any college or university in the
90-year history of the conference.
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ATHLETIC NEWS
A NEW HOME FOR THE HALL OF FAME

The Alma College Athletic Hall of Fame was relocated to the Carra Jones-Smith
Lobby of the Hogan Center in October 2016 thanks to a donation by Greg Hatcher
’83 in honor of former Alma College wrestling coach Bruce Dickey ’74. The new
Hall of Fame includes plaques and photos of all the individual inductees and teams
as well as an extensive timeline of the history of Alma College Athletics. The project
also features graphics for the entrance to Art Smith Arena.

NCAA POSTGRADUATE
SCHOLARSHIP NO. 12

STUNT TEAM FINISHES RUNNER-UP
AT NATIONALS

CHEER TEAM WINS
FIRST NCA TITLE

Senior Kaitlyn Arnold, an integrative
physiology and health science
major, became the 12th student-athlete in Alma College history to
receive the prestigious $7,500 NCAA
Postgraduate Scholarship. Arnold
received many awards as an elite
member of the cross country and
track and field teams and is a
two-time Academic All-American
and the holder of two NCAA Elite
90 awards. Arnold plans to pursue a
graduate degree in optometry.

The Alma College STUNT team posted the
program's best finish at the College STUNT National
Championship in April, finishing second among
the sport's Division II teams. During halftime of
the championship game, Alma College Associate
Athletics Director and Senior Women's Administrator
Sarah Dehring was honored as the 2017 College
STUNT Association's Administrator of the Year for
her work supporting the program at Alma College as
well as her involvement in the growth of the sport at
NCAA Division III schools. The Scots have qualified
for the College STUNT Nationals in each of the last
four seasons and finished third in their last two trips.

The Alma College cheer team
finished first among 13 teams
in the Intermediate All-Girl
III division at the National
Cheerleaders Association
(NCA) College Nationals in
Daytona Beach, Fla., to capture the program's first-ever
national title. The Scots
finished as the runners-up
in the Intermediate All-Girl II
division in each of the past
three seasons.

THE BEST OF THE BEST: INTRODUCING THE ALMA COLLEGE HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2017
Danielle Pease Baszler ’01
The NCAA Woman of the Year nominee
from Michigan in 2001, Pease is the only
three-time All-American in Alma College
softball history, receiving the honor in
1998, 1999 and 2001. She was a member
of four MIAA championship teams and
is ranked in the top five in MIAA history
for career triples and stolen bases.
Morley Fraser ’78
Fraser, the Distinguished Alumni Award
recipient, has been a member of the athletic administration at Bay City Central
High School since 1986. He is retiring
as the school's athletic director, a post
he has held since the 1998-99 season. A
member of the Michigan High School
Football Coaches Association Hall of
Fame, Fraser has guided the Wolves'
football team for 31 years, amassing 200
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wins while leading the program to 10
playoff berths, including a state runner-up finish in 2004.
Sarah Braunreiter Ryan ’92
A four-time All-MIAA selection in
women's cross country, Braunreiter
was the MIAA women's cross country
champion in 1990 and earned a total
of seven All-MIAA selections in cross
country and track and field during her
career. Braunreiter qualified for three
NCAA Cross Country Championships
and was an All-American in the
women's 5,000-meter run at the 1992
NCAA Outdoor Track and Field
Championships.
Ben Weeks ’72
Weeks was a four-year letter winner as
an offensive lineman for the football

team from 1968-71 and was a member
of the Scots' MIAA Championship teams
in 1968, 1970 and 1971. Weeks earned
All-NAIA District and Third Team AllAmerica honors in his senior campaign
and was selected to the All-MIAA
squads in 1970 and 1971. He retired in
2014 after 42 years in public education,
coaching and business ownership.
1998 Softball Team
The 1998 Scots went 33-4 and were
undefeated in the MIAA, recording
a 16-0 record in winning the league
championship. The Scots scored wins
over Calvin and Mount Union in the
Central Regional, but were just short
of advancing to the NCAA Division III
Championship, falling to Muskingum in
the regional's final game. Alma finished
the season ranked 12th in the country.
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ALUMNI AWARDS

Scots you should know
THE 2017 ALMA COLLEGE ALUMNI AWARDS
GEORGE ’20 AND BESS BROWN ’18 HEBERT
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
The George and Bess Hebert Service Award is named in memory
of the 1920 and 1918 alumni whose love of Alma College and work
on behalf of the institution was an inspiration to all alumni. The
award is presented to alumni
for their loyalty and service to
Alma College and the Alumni
Association.

Phyllis Kapp ’58

YOUNG ALUMNI AWARD
The Young Alumni Award is presented annually to
recent graduates who have given faithful service to Alma
College and their communities.

Emilee Syrewicze ’08
• Executive Director, Catawba Riverkeeper Foundation,
a public interest organization that advocates to protect
the Catawba-Wateree River in North Carolina and
South Carolina

SMITH
DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE AWARD
The Smith
Distinguished Service
Award is presented
annually to a graduate who believes in
Alma College and
has assisted with
student recruitment,
provided career steps through internships or employment, or visited the campus to attend events, speak to a class,
or serve on a college council or board.
This award is named in honor of Art ’38
and Carra Jones ’42 Smith.

Steve Jones ’78
• Director/professor, Center for
Information and Communication
Sciences graduate program, Ball
State University

• Alma major: biology, with minors in chemistry and French

• Juris Doctorate from Vermont Law School, concentrating on water law/policy and nonprofit administration

• Alma activities: Beta Beta
Beta, Kappa Iota

• Clerked for the Center for Environmental Law and
Policy, Seattle, Wash.

• Attended University of
Michigan graduate school

• Former Executive Director of Northwest Michigan
Supportive Housing, Traverse City

• Currently serves Alma
College as an Ambassador

• Active Alma Ambassador

• Alma activities: football for one year,
Tau Kappa Epsilon

• Alma major: political science

• Alma major: psychology

• Her husband, the late Ronald
O. Kapp, served Alma
College for 32 years as a biology professor, provost and
vice president of academic
affairs, and TKE advisor.
• In 2004, Honors Day was
named Kapp Honors Day to
acknowledge Ronald Kapp’s
legacy. He also is the namesake of the Kapp Science
Laboratory Center.

ADVICE TO NEW STUDENTS:

“A liberal arts education, as I
experienced at Alma College,
opened the doors to my entire
life. I was encouraged to
continue my learning and be of
service to others. Opportunities
abounded for me as a student to
venture out and participate in so
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many different activities, in addition to my classes, even those
62 years ago. I feel certain that
many more will be the rewards
for a student today at Alma… just
there for the ‘seeking.’”

STAYING INVOLVED: “My in-

volvement with the college since
my graduation has continued
to be one of appreciation and
support for my ‘college family,’
which it has indeed been. My
fellow student friendships have
continued over distances as well
as have the friendships of faculty members and their families.
I feel great pride in that Alma
College has become the college
that it is today even though our
culture, and our lives, have
changed so greatly since my
arrival in January of 1955.”

• Alma activities: Gamma Phi Beta, Chorale, Model UN

STAYING INVOLVED:

“Alma gave me an incredible
education and wonderful
opportunities. As a young
professional, I am not able to
gift $1 million back to Alma,
but what I can do is give
time and effort. It seems like
a fair trade to me!”

ADVICE TO NEW
STUDENTS: “Develop a

good work ethic and a short
memory. Dwelling on failures
will weaken your confidence,
dwelling on successes will fill
you with hubris. Give success
and failure the reflection they
deserve, then focus on what
comes next.”

• Active Alma Ambassador, recruiting Alma students for the BSU
graduate program
• Ph.D. in higher education administration and technology education

STAYING INVOLVED: “I have been
recruiting from Alma College for our
graduate program at Ball State for the
past nine years. We have been quite
successful with the talent that Alma
creates; seven of the past eight years an
Alma alum has been our program’s top
academic achiever.”
WHY ALMA: “The foundation of my
four degrees started at Alma. I am light
years away from psychology, but the
liberal education I received has made all
the difference in my ability to continue
learning and adapting in my career.”
ADVICE TO NEW STUDENTS: “Learn
time management sooner, rather than
later. Your GPA really does matter when
it comes to graduation. You will find
it difficult to live on just a bachelor’s
degree today. Planning on adding to
your knowledge base long-term starts
freshman year…I really wish I knew that
when I started!”

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD
The Distinguished Alumni Award recognizes graduates who bring distinction to
Alma College through their professions,
set strong examples for others, and
serve their communities.

Mark Hall ’78
• Chief Brand Officer,
Monster Energy Corp.
• Vice President of sales,
Arizona Beverages, 2003-14
• Hometown: Indian River, Mich.
• Alma majors: biology and engineering
with secondary teaching certificate.
• Alma activities: member of Zeta
Sigma fraternity
• Elected to Alma College Board of
Trustees in 2017
Mark Hall has achieved extensive professional success and expertise in the
realm of business branding and marketing. As chief brand officer for Monster
Energy Corporation, he has played a
key role in reshaping the landscape of
the beverage industry.

HOMECOMING GRAND
MARSHAL

James T. McIntyre ’69
James T. McIntyre ’69 returns to campus to serve as the 2017 homecoming parade grand
marshal. A member
of the Alma College
Board of Trustees
from 1983 until
his retirement this
year, McIntyre has
continued a family
legacy of supporting the growth of
the college and its
physical campus,
which includes
McIntyre Mall and
the McIntyre Center

ALMA’S IMPACT ON CAREER: “Alma
taught me ‘how to think,’ not ‘what to
think.’ The friends I made at Alma got
me my first ‘real job.’”

FAVORITE ALMA PROFESSOR:

“Dr. Lester Eyer, professor of biology,
because we wear the same brand and
size underwear (inside joke). Seriously,
he was always there to offer advice, and
he helped me find local work to pay my
college expenses.”

ADVICE TO NEW STUDENTS: “You will
probably look back on your Alma College
experience as some of the best times in
your life. Work hard, play hard, have fun
and try not to take it all too seriously.”

for Health Science. The new James
T. McIntyre Scholar House, home
of the Delta Gamma Tau fraternity,
was dedicated at homecoming 2016.
From left: Beau Wilcox ’18, student
president of DGT, James McIntyre
and President Jeff Abernathy.
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ALUMNI, PARENTS & FRIENDS

From trend to tradition
All year, I look forward to our St. Andrew’s Dinner,
a signature donor and volunteer event in May. A
particularly fun and festive occasion, it celebrates
the individuals who dramatically enrich student lives
and advance our college through their extraordinary
generosity and service. The evening also presents
a natural opportunity to gauge our community’s
progress in establishing a culture of engagement and
philanthropy at Alma College.
In my remarks at this year’s dinner, I aimed to help
illustrate the collective impacts of our efforts. Today,
we are strengthening our institution, making Alma
even more accessible and expanding opportunities

ALMA COLLEGE
HOMECOMING

for students. But in so doing, we are also playing the long
game. With our community’s continued diligence and
our surging energy, passion and love, today’s trends will
become tomorrow’s traditions at
Alma College.

HIGHLIGHTS

Thank you, friends, for the role
you are playing in Alma’s success. As you consider your role
in Alma’s emerging tradition of
excellence in volunteerism and
philanthropy, I offer my reflections from this year’s St. Andrew’s
Dinner (May 5, 2017).

Saturday, September 30, 2017
8:30 a.m. Golden Thistle Breakfast
10:00 a.m.	

Legacy Brunch

10:30 a.m.	 Zeta Sigma Ribbon C utting
		 and Open House

T

his evening, representatives of several Alma College constituencies
have offered their personal views
on the importance of building a culture
of engagement and philanthropy. They
have also shared some tremendous
success stories. I am thrilled for the
chance to pull together all of these perspectives and accomplishments and
to reflect from a global perspective on
what they all mean, taken together. But,
with so much happening, I discovered
that that is not necessarily the easiest
thing to do. And one can do it in so
many different ways.
For example, what if we quantified our
culture of philanthropy and engagement by talking about the explosive
growth we have seen in volunteerism? We could explain that the Alma
Ambassador Program was named
collaborative program of the year by
our industry. We could share that we
now have 2,100 members, and that
Ambassador is now the single-largest
volunteer program of its kind among
U.S. liberal arts institutions.
Instead, we could describe the depth
and impact of our volunteers’ service.
For example, Ambassadors have
increased the number of prospective
student referrals from 60 in 2015, to 978
last year, to more than 1,200 this year.
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Forty percent of last year’s record-incoming class of first-year students
were referred by Ambassadors. So
far this year, more than 60 percent
of the students who have deposited
were referred.
A way to explain the growth of our
culture of philanthropy and engagement is to talk about financial support.
The generosity we have seen over the
last year blows us away. From 2001 to
2015, Alma College received a respectable average of between $5 million
and $6 million per year. Last year, we
set an Alma College record, raising a
total of $15.9 million. And today, with
about two months left in our fiscal
year, Alma College has received $17.5
million and counting.
Yet another way to describe our
culture would be to list the specific
improvements we have made to Alma
College. For example, we are about to
break ground on a cutting-edge digital
center in our Dow Science Building.
The Zeta Sigma Scholar House is under
construction. We sustained and grew
a groundbreaking cohort program for
students from inner-city Detroit. We
enhanced and better equipped every
single academic department, every
athletics team and countless student
organizations. We provided hundreds
of endowed and current scholarships
to deserving students.

Perhaps the best way to convey the
importance of our culture of engagement and philanthropy is to hear from
students, themselves. The following
testimonial is from a student who benefitted from a generous gift that enabled
her to remain at Alma College despite
falling behind on tuition payments.
Although her words express gratitude
for a specific gift, they are relevant to
all of us who support our college in
some way. The student wrote:
“You have changed my life
forever with this gift. I will
never forget your generosity. I
feel speechless, overwhelmed
with humility, and filled with
renewed passion. I have
believed for quite some time
that God sent me to Alma
College. This is a very special
school. And you are very
special people. With my entire
heart, I thank you.”
At the end of the day, I think that’s the
global perspective on our collective
efforts. We are a remarkable community. Our culture of engagement and
philanthropy has real impact. And,
together, we’re changing the world,
one Alma Scot at a time. ❖

– MATT VANDENBERG ’02
VICE PRESIDENT FOR
ADVANCEMENT

11:00 a.m. Homecoming Parade
11:30 a.m.

Campus Community Lunch

12:00 p.m.

TKE House Rededication

1:00 p.m.	 Ambassador Summit
2:00 p.m. Football Game

For a full list of events,
including information on the
25- and 50-year reunions,
visit alma.edu/homecoming!

4:30 p.m.	Department and Decade
Receptions
7:00 p.m. Alumni Awards
		 Choir Concert

NEW

EVE

HOMECOMING VOW RENEWAL
Did you meet your sweetheart at Alma?
Did you get married in Dunning Memorial Chapel?
Join us for the vow renewal at 10 a.m. on Saturday
and commit to your favorite Scot all over again.

NT!

Register online to reserve your wedding gift!

alma.edu/homecoming
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The Tartan and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days. To be featured in
the next issue of The Tartan, please: fill out and mail the form at the back of this issue; email to
advancement@alma.edu; or visit alma.edu/alumni-notes. Submit your news about promotions,
honors, appointments, graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies.
1956 John Acton ’56 presented Grace

Sutherland ’17 with a healing bench. This is the
709th wood bench he has skillfully crafted and
presented to others.

1957 Ralph Springfield ’57 reunited with

former baseball teammate Lynn Hahn ’57.
They shared memories and photos from their
college days from more than 60 years ago. The
two played for three years at Alma and made
history during their time together, winning the

1955 Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic Association
championship. Ralph still holds the record as
Alma’s winningest pitcher.

1967 Karen Donohoe Siscoe ’67 is retired

from teaching and owning a business in Florida.
She spends her summers in Europe with her
husband on their French Canal cruising boat. They
just finished 10 years on the French canals. Karen
is looking forward to her 50th reunion this fall and
hopes to reconnect with Alma friends, especially
those who went to Paris in 1965 for the first French
Junior Year Abroad program.

1968 Marilyn Geissinger Sellers ’68 retired
on March 4 from a 47-year career as an RN. Most
of her practice occurred in neonatal ICUs. She
plans to travel to places on her bucket list here and
abroad.
1971 Susan Cook ’71 joined the law firm of
Warner Norcross & Judd LLP. She represents
dozens of individuals and corporations in the
automotive, health care, gaming, recreation, senior
care and chemical industries, including Fortune
500 companies.

Endowed scholarship donors and participants
in the Sponsor an Alma Venture program
meet with student recipients during the annual
Donor Scholar Luncheon in April. From left:
Loretta Van Duzen, Rachel Nemeth ’17 and
Duane Van Duzen ’49
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1972 Terrence Dean ’72 and Ann Schiessler
’74 are returning to China on a Fulbright grant to
teach patent law. Last year Terrence taught intellectual property law at the Chongqing Intellectual
Property School in China. He previously taught
American law at East China University of Politics
and Law, in Shanghai. ➞

Alma College alumni Doug Gross ’77, Mark
McMurray ’77 and Laurie McMurray ’77 sail
along the Pacific coast in Baja Mexico.
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Weddings and babies:
Share your photos

1978 Jim Daniels ’78 has
two books of poems coming out
in 2017, Rowing Inland, Wayne
State University Press, and Street
Calligraphy, Steel Toe Books. He
is the Thomas Stockham Baker
University Professor of English at
Carnegie Mellon University.
1982 Marty Spencer ’82

plans to retire from St. Ignace
Area Schools after a 30-year
career in teaching and 12 years
as athletic director. He also
coached football for 30 years, the
past 20 as head football coach.

1990 Rick Warmbold ’90

is taking a time out to enjoy life
with his 9-year old son in the
Florida Keys. He writes, “If the
winds bring you this way, please
let us know!”

1991 Warren Ronk ’91 and

Jean '93 have moved from
Cincinnati to Wichita as Warren
had a job change from GE
Aviation to Spirit Aerosystems,
formerly Boeing Wichita. Son
Jacob, 17, made Eagle Scout, and
Alex, 14, made a baseball team
that had 400 people tryout.

1994 Elizabeth Priester

Steding ’94, an associate
professor of German at Luther
College, was awarded a Fulbright
U.S. Scholar grant to conduct
research and teach in Munster,
Germany, during the 2018 spring
semester. Her research examines
the portrayal of East German
literature in curricular and textbooks used in German secondary schools between 1985 and
2015. She also will teach a course
at the University of Munster on
incorporating East German literature in the classroom. Steding
has taught at Luther since 2005.
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2000 Andy Merchant ’00
was named the head baseball
coach at Olivet College.
2004 Emalee Sutherland

Rose ’04 and Justin Rose
’06 moved to Midland in June
2016 and welcomed their second
daughter, Norah Vivianne, in
November.
Jessica Karbowski Weare
’04 and her husband, Neil Weare,
welcomed their first child, Jacob
Bernard, on Sept. 23, 2016. She
writes, “We have already bragged
to our friends about Jacob’s
contingent acceptance letter to
Alma!”

2005 Jeff Salling ’05 and

wife, Pamela Salling, welcomed
their second child, Hunter Carl.
Big sis, Francie Joy, is thrilled
and loves on him as much as
possible. They continue to live
and work in the Chicago legal
industry.

2008 Kate Bruder

Greenman ’08 and her husband, Billy Greenman, welcomed
their first child, William Noah, on
Feb. 21, 2017. They continue to
live and work in Lima, Peru.
Samantha Lyttle Samuels
’08 earned her master’s degree
in music education from Oakland
University and married Steven
Samuels in December 2016. She
is teaching K-12 general and
vocal music at Eton Academy in
Birmingham Mich.

2014 Katie Keaton ’14 and

Matt Compo ’14 were married
on June 18, 2017 in Bay City, MI.
They met as RAs in Gelston Hall.
Their wedding party consisted of
Alma alumni Maggie Donley
’14 and Danielle Craft ’14. ❖

ALUMNI BOARD
President — Bill McHenry II ’83

We would love to gather photos of new additions
to your family (bring on those future Scots!) and
alumni weddings! Photos will be featured on the
Alma College Alumni Association Facebook page.
Photos can be sent to alumnioffice@alma.edu.

STAY CONNECTED!
If you have recently moved to a new location,
had a change in employment or wish to become
involved with the alumni and friends in your
region, please contact the Advancement Office
at 1-800-291-1312 or advancement@alma.edu
for more information.

Vice President — Krista Schroeder Ried ’94
Secretary — Alexandria Cnudde ’11
Tom Anthony ’72
Daniel Baker ’10
Virginia Cloutier Blandford ’02
Bree Brownlee ’04
Ashley Budde ’05
Katie Crombe ’11
David DeLine ’11
Laurie Eccles DeYoung ’04
Chelsea Erb ’14
Mark Kraft-Strong ’08
Kimberly Light ’05
Barbara MacPhail Lumsden ’76
Jennifer Cline Lux ’04
Martha Hubbard Miller ’90
Andrew Pomerville ’02
Amy Pratt ’04
Anthony Rosenblum ’08
Scott Timmreck ’02
Steven Whetstone ’04
Robyn Laird Woolcock ’76
Matthew Yettaw ’15

A major gift by former
board member Dave
Provost ’76 made
possible the naming
of the Saundra Tracy
President’s House,
dedicated during
commencement day
activities in April. Doug
and Saundra Tracy
lived in the president’s
residence from July
2001 until Saundra’s
retirement in June 2010.
From left: President Jeff
Abernathy, Saundra
Tracy and Doug Tracy.

Buz Zamarron ’83
Barb Loomis Greer ’61 (Emeritus)
Dale Greer ’65 (Emeritus)

PARENT BOARD
Presidents — Curtis and Melissa Schultz
Vice Presidents – Don and Shelley Yoder
Paul ’81 and Carol Burns
Barry and Susan Fitzpatrick
Jomie Goerge ’89
Michael and Christy Meyer
Gregg Stefanek
Laura Taylor ’80

BOOKSTORE.ALMA.EDU
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IN MEMORIAM
Robert “Bob” White ’44 died on Jan. 19, 2017. Bob attended Alma before enlisting in the Navy in 1942, where
he was accepted into the Navy band, and as a student at
the U.S. Navy School of Music. He loved traveling, big band
music, musicals, his Tawas cottage, boating, Churchill
history, U of M football, and his family, friends and students.
Bob is survived by his wife Elaine, two children and two
grandchildren.
Jacqueline “Jackie” McGee ’48 died on April 11, 2017.
Jackie worked at Michigan Bell Telephone Company where
she met her husband, Ted. Her hobbies were gardening,
Bible studies and prayer. Jackie is survived by her husband
Ted, three children and three grandchildren.

Beverly Shippee ’49 died on April 9, 2015. She taught
Spanish for many years at Southfield High School then
at Southfield-Lathrup High School before her retirement.
Beverly is survived by her three children, three grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

employed for many years until her retirement in 2005. Helen
loved music and theater and could be found most evenings
through the fall and winter at a live performance. She is preceded in death by her son and is survived by her daughter
and granddaughter.

Roscoe “Rock” Colingsworth ’61 died on March 11,
2017. He earned a master's degree from Central Michigan
University and was a Ph.D. candidate at the University of
Minnesota in aquatic biology. Rock was passionate about
human rights, ecology and international student exchange as
a way to build a better world. He is survived by his wife Julia,
eight children, including daughter Margaret ’01, 18 grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.

Marilyn Walters ’62 died on Dec. 9, 2016. She graduated
from Alma with a Bachelor of Science degree in education
and earned her master’s degree from Ball State University.
Marilyn taught at military bases in the U.S. and overseas for
many years with the Department of Defense, and eventually
retired from a career with State Farm after 20 years. She
enjoyed doing crafts, making cards and scrapbooking.

Linda Townsend ’73 died on Sept. 13, 2016. With her gift of
music, she taught many students to play the piano, accompanied numerous vocalists and instrumentalists at church and
school and served as church pianist. A competitive runner
for nearly 40 years, she found both baking and sewing to be
relaxing past times. She is survived by her husband Rick ’72,
three children, and six grandchildren.
Barbara Auge ’74 died on Dec. 26, 2016. At Alma, she ma-

Shawn Witherspoon ’75 died on March 1, 2017. After
graduating from Alma, Shawn earned her master’s degree
from Michigan State University. She worked for the State of
Michigan for 25 years, primarily as an education consultant.
Shawn is survived by her husband Lyle.

Alice Sias ’63 died on Feb. 8, 2017. Alice earned her M.L.S.

Wallace “Wally” Lee ’52 died on April 3, 2017. Wally
attended Alma and finished his degree at the University of
Maryland. He served in the military from 1951 to 1953 where
he was trained as a pharmacist. He earned his doctorate in
dentistry in 1959. Wally enjoyed skiing, diving, golfing, coin
collecting, hunting, fishing, traveling with his family, property
development and sporting events of all kinds. He is survived
by his wife Sue, five children, 12 grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.

from the University of Michigan and master's degree from
Central Michigan University. She was a librarian for Midland
Public Schools and retired after 35 years of service. Alice
enjoyed local history and researching genealogy. She is
survived by her two children and four grandchildren.

Mike served as president of the TKE fraternity and played
football. He earned his MBA from the University of Detroit
and was employed as a computer software teaching consultant. Sports were a big part of Mike’s life, and he and his wife
Sarah loved nothing more than watching their son Adam
play lacrosse for Alma. He is survived by his parents, wife
Sarah ’86, son Adam ’19 and brother Scott Cousineau ’82.

Stuart McKenzie ’66 died on March 5, 2017. Stuart was
involved in magazine advertisement sales his entire career.
He enjoyed long distance running and skiing, and collected
vintage motorcycles, cars and boats. He is survived by his
wife Cynthia, two children, and two grandchildren.

Anthony Cornacchione II ’94 died on April 2, 2017. He had
a passion for teaching and was an educator at Thornapple
Kellogg Schools. Anthony had a love of model airplanes
and enjoyed spending time with family and friends. He is
survived by his wife Jillene and daughter McKenna.

William “Buzzy” Bowen III ’70 died on Jan. 12, 2017.

John Tierney ’96 died on March 23, 2017. After earning his

Milford Mason ’52 died on April 26, 2017. He played basketball while he was at Alma and went on to earn his master’s
degree at Michigan State University in education. He was
a National Guardsman, teacher, administrator, coach and
retired as superintendent of Clarkston School District. He is
survived by his wife Joan, four children, 10 grandchildren
and 17 great-grandchildren.

Barbara Huget ’55 died on Dec. 21, 2016. She was preceded
in death by her husband Eugene Huget ’53.
Carol Smith ’57 died on April 7, 2017. Carol was preceded
in death by her husband Theodore. She is survived by her
three children and four grandchildren.

Helen Olson ’59 died on Jan. 25, 2017. She taught elementary school overseas for the armed services for several years.
In the 1970s, she went back to school and earned a master's
degree from the University of Michigan, where she was

36

Samuel Schmidt ’72 died on April 10, 2017. Sam studied
music at Alma. He loved traveling, exploring bike trails and
being on the water. He is survived by his wife Martha, two
children and three grandchildren.
Thomas Hoke ’73 died on April 25, 2017. Tom earned
a master’s degree from Michigan State University and
an educational specialist degree from Western Michigan
University. He was a dedicated educator for many years,
teaching at Manistee Public Schools, becoming the principal
at Bloomingdale Middle School and then superintendent for
Bloomingdale Public Schools. He enjoyed fishing, gardening and spending time outdoors. He is survived by his wife
Sheryl, three children and one grandchild.

Student

jored in math and played oboe in the marching band, where
she met her first husband Jack Bowman. She graduated from
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 2002 with a
Master of Divinity degree. Barbara had a love of music, reading, sewing, travel and an unending love for children.

Jack Martin ’51 died on Feb. 26, 2017. He earned his bachelor’s degree in chemistry from Alma and was employed by
the Dow Chemical Company until his retirement in 1982. Jack
enjoyed outdoor activities such as hunting and fishing. He is
survived by his wife Eunice, three sons, four grandchildren
and five great-grandchildren.

Buzzy was a proud Marine veteran and served as general
manager and president of American Mine Research and East
River Metals in Virginia. He is survived by a brother and
sister along with many nieces and nephews.

Refer a

Michael Cousineau ’84 died on March 19, 2017. At Alma,

bachelor’s degree from Alma, John went on to become a
CPA. While employed at Hemlock Semiconductor, he earned
his law degree from Michigan State University. John worked
in the legal department at Dow Corning before transitioning
to Dow Chemical Company. He enjoyed hunting and his
annual fishing trip with family and friends. John is survived
by his wife Jennifer and three children; his parents; brother
Josh Tierney ’99; parents-in-law; and brothers- and sisters-inlaw Scott Schisler ’90, and Rusty ’98 and Tessa ’99 Schisler.

Todd Ruiter ’98 died on April 10, 2017. Todd completed medical school at Kirksville College of Osteopathic
Medicine. He joined the U.S. Army after medical school and
became an active duty airman, before moving to New York
where he finished his surgery residency. He went on to complete a hand surgery fellowship at the University of Louisville
/ Christine M. Kleinert Institute. Todd is survived by his wife
Hyacinth Liu and two children. ➞

Referral Award
Do you know a prospective student
who might be a great fit for Alma?
Students who ultimately attend
Alma and are referred by an
alumnus, faculty, staff member,
current students, parent or friend of
the college receive the Alma College
Referral Award, which provides
$1,000 per year for four years
($4,000 in total) in the name of the
individual who referred them.

Learn more at
alma.edu/refer.

IN MEMORIAM

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
D. Michael Sherman ’74, Chair

Kenneth Denman died on Feb. 17, 2017. He was employed at Alma College as a carpenter and retired after
28 years of service. Ken enjoyed hunting, wood working, playing card games and marbles with friends and
family. He is survived by his wife Kathryn, five children,
10 grandchildren and 20 great-grandchildren.

F. Martin “Mart” Johnson died on Feb. 27, 2017. Mart
earned a B.S. in chemical engineering before joining the
U.S. Navy. He later graduated from Harvard Business
School and was a staff economist for American
International Oil Company in New York before returning to Grand Haven to work for Grand Haven Stamped
Produced. Mart’s career with JSJ Corporation spanned
more than 40 years as a director, president and CEO.
A volunteer on many local and state organizations, he
also was a trustee emeritus of Alma College, actively
serving on the board from 1975-2007. His wife, Dottie,
established the F. Martin Johnson International Scholars
Program endowment at Alma College in his honor.
Mart is survived by his wife Dottie, two children and six
grandchildren.

James Radkey died on Feb. 8, 2017. James retired from
Alma College, where he worked as a painter from 1986
to 2001. He is survived by his wife Barbara, two children, including his son Steve who is a current painter
in facilities and service management at Alma, seven
grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren.

Ruth Seals died on April 21, 2017. Ruth was a teacher
for 31 years at Cass City, Union City and Ashley public
schools. She enjoyed traveling, photography, knitting
and calligraphy. Ruth and her husband established the
Ruth and Jim Seals and Howard Seals Family Endowed
Scholarship at Alma College. She is survived by her husband James; three children, including son, Dr. Robert
H. Seals ’82; seven grandchildren, including grandson,
Wade Seals ’03 and granddaughter Sarah Doherty ’09;
and one great-grandchild.

Alice Smith died on March 1, 2017. Alice worked in
the financial aid office from 1974 until her retirement
in 1991. She enjoyed traveling, going on vacations and
to antique steam engine shows. She is survived by her
husband Charles, five children, nine grandchildren and
many great-grandchildren.

Robert “Bob” Wendt died on April 1, 2017. Bob was a
member of Alma’s Heritage Society and valued friend
of the institution. He is survived by his wife Joan, four
children, including daughter Mary Wendt ’03, eight
grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren.❖

Eric P. Blackhurst ’83, Vice Chair
Darryl G. Schimeck ’82, Secretary
Thomas K. Andison
Larry R. Andrus ’72
Erika K. Powers Appelt ’91
Karen M. Asner ’89
Brian E. Bartes ’87
David E. Bowen ’73
Patrick G. Byrne ’85
David K. Chapoton ’57
Charles A. Deacon ’80
David A. Devine ’90
Candace Croucher Dugan

Thank you, Scots!
Because of you, Alma College is
building a culture of engagement and
philanthropy that will enrich the student
experience for generations to come.
• You set the all-time record for
financial support for the college,
raising a total of $18,854,000 in
fiscal year 2017 (July 1, 2016 – June
30, 2017).
• You topped a $1.4 million
annual giving goal, giving
an incredible $1,605,000
for scholarships, program
enrichment, and budget relief.
• The Alma Ambassador program
now boasts more than 2,600
members--the single largest
volunteer program of its kind in the
U.S. The Council for Advancement
and Support of Education named
it “Collaborative Program of the
Year” in the Midwest.

Nancy E. Gallagher ’80
Glenn D. Granger ’83

Please join us this year as we raise the bar even higher! Visit alma.edu/giving to learn more.

Douglas B. Gross ’77
Mark Hall ’78
Greg Hatcher ’83
Cardell Johnson ’02
Burt Jordan ’89
John Judson
Ann Randall Kendrick ’78
David P. Larsen ’84
Stephen F. Meyer ’80
Roger L. Myers

Tell us what's new!
The Tartan and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days. Please use this form to send your news about promotions,
honors, appointments, graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of minireunions and old Alma College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos. If you would like
former classmates to contact you, include your contact information. The content of Alumni News is the responsibility of the editor.
Name: _____________________________________________ Class Year:

________ Former Name: ___________________

Marcia J. Nunn ’73

Address: __________________________________________________ Telephone: _____________________________________

Elizabeth Parkinson ’84

City: _____________________________ State: _____ Zip: ________ E-mail: ________________________________________

Carolyn E. Schultz ’84

Alumni notes: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Bryan K. Segedi ’81

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Matthew E. Steinmetz ’84

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Danette C. Taylor ’84

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Kim Taylor ’83
Russell C. Youngdahl Jr. ’75

__________________________________________________________ Please include my: ❒ Address

❒ Phone

Return to: Advancement Office, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599
Alumni notes can also be submitted online at: www.alma.edu/alumni-notes

❒ E-mail

614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599

THE

C H A N G E S E RV I C E R E Q U E S T E D

MAGAZINE

Published for alumni, students,
parents and friends of alma college.
Please recycle this magazine and
pass it on to a prospective student.
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