THE
THE MAGAZINE OF ALMA COLLEGE

FALL 2016

Media convergence • Researching water quality • Homecoming 2016
1

EDITOR
Mike Silverthorn
DESIGNER
Rachel Salazar
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Katie Keaton ’14
Benjamin Tigner
CONTRIBUTORS
Jeff Abernathy
Matt vandenBerg ’02
Alexandra Bourne ’18
Derek Devine
Katie Keaton ’14
ALUMNI NOTES COMPILATION:
Shelly Buschle
Cory Embrey
PRINTING
McKay Press
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
D. Michael Sherman ’74, Chair
Eric P. Blackhurst ’83, Vice Chair
Darryl G. Schimeck ’82, Secretary
Thomas K. Andison
Larry R. Andrus ’72
Erika K. Powers Appelt ’91
Karen M. Asner ’89
Brian E. Bartes ’87
David E. Bowen ’73
Patrick G. Byrne ’85
David K. Chapoton ’57
Charles A. Deacon ’80
David A. Devine ’90
Candace Croucher Dugan
Nancy E. Gallagher ’80
Glenn D. Granger ’83
Douglas B. Gross ’77
Greg Hatcher ’83
Cardell Johnson ’02
John E. Judson
Ann Randall Kendrick ’78
David P. Larsen ’84
John McCormack
James T. McIntyre ’69
Roger L. Myers
Marcia J. Nunn ’73
Elizabeth D. Parkinson ’84
Carolyn E. Schultz ’84
Bryan K. Segedi ’81
Matthew E. Steinmetz ’84
Danette C. Taylor ’84
Russell C. Youngdahl Jr. ’75

On the cover: Grace Sutherland ’17 and
Bonnie Hamilton ’17 scoop sediment
from the Pine River for analysis.

Introducing: The Tartan

– THE MAGAZINE OF ALMA COLLEGE

With this issue, we are excited to
introduce a new name for your Alma
College magazine: The Tartan.
One must tread carefully when considering a change to any entity with a history
that spans decades. For 35 years, Accents
has been a consistent and faithful friend,
arriving in your mailbox with news from
campus, profiles of alumni and features
that illustrate the relevancy and distinctiveness of an Alma College education.
The origin of the Accents name dates to
1981, when then new president Oscar
Remick, succeeding Robert Swanson,
told alumni that “it has been an exciting
transition from one era to another, a new
time with new accents.” The reference
to “accents” stuck and has remained
the title of our magazine all these many
years. However, for many people, the
name didn’t have an intuitive connection
to the identity of the college.
With the college’s recent marketing
efforts that emphasize the Alma Tartan,
the time seems ripe to extend the brand
to the college magazine. We believe The
Tartan will be a name that acknowledges
the college’s Scottish heritage and, for
alumni, instantly prompts memories of
your alma mater.
The Alma Tartan is distinctive. Many of
you know the story: In 1996, the college
developed its own tartan in Scotland;
it was officially registered on Sept. 28,
1999, with the U.S. Patent and Trademark
office. Since then it has been entered in
the International Registry of Tartans — an
arm of the International Association of
Tartan Studies.

Unique and exclusive to Alma College,
the Alma Tartan is a key visual element
in the college’s identity. You see it in our
marching band uniforms and choir attire.
You see it highlighted on the college
website and social media pages. You see
it in our marketing materials. Want some
tartan fabric of your own? It’s now available by the yard from the Alma College
Bookstore (visit bookstore.alma.edu for
more information).
The Tartan, we believe, provides a clear
and unmistakable reflection on the
distinctiveness of Alma College. While
the name of our magazine has changed,
our desire to remain connected with our
alumni and friends continues. The editorial content that celebrates the mission
and outcomes of the Alma experience
will continue front and center. ❖

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

THE

M AG A Z I NE

MIKE
SILVERTHORN
EDITOR,
THE TARTAN

WE WELCOME YOUR FEEDBACK.
PLEASE SEND COMMENTS TO:
MIKE SILVERTHORN
ALMA COLLEGE
614 W. SUPERIOR ST.
ALMA, MI, 48801-1599
OR E-MAIL:
SILVERTHORN@ALMA.EDU
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Letter from the President
BUILDING A
COMMUNITY FABRIC
If you know much about me, you know
that I embrace change enthusiastically
— especially when it advances the college
toward its strategic goals. Changing the
name of the college magazine to The
Tartan takes a step in that direction.

In This Issue ❖

Spring Term students display the Alma flag in China.

6

HOW CLEAN IS OUR WATER?

8

SOURCING ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION

		Alma students analyze drinking water for lead and test streams
and rivers for unhealthy nutrients. Gratiot County is their “lab” for
real-world learning.

		Human vs. animal inputs: Alma students analyze the source of
rising levels of the E. coli bacterium in the Pine River.

ALMA COLLEGE
SPRING TERM
ON TWITTER

WQAC BECOMES PIRATE MEDIA

MORGAN WAIER
@DUBSMO9

20

THE MAKING OF A SHORT FILM

“Snapchat is cool during
@almacollege spring term because of the snapchats I get
from cities all around the world.
#GermanySpringTermAlum2014”

30

SCOTS YOU SHOULD KNOW

36

PITCHING COMMUNITY AT THE MITTEN

16

		The switch from FM broadcast to web-based streaming provides
more opportunities for students to experiment in different media
and have their work seen.

		Alma’s Anthony Collamati collaborated with alumni and students
in the making of Break My Bones, which has been accepted into
notable film festivals.

		Michael Altman ’80, the CEO of Flying Doctors of America, is this
year’s Distinguished Alumni Award recipient.

		Chris Andrus ’02, co-founder of The Mitten Brewing Company,
credits his liberal arts education for teaching him to be a
disciplined graduate with a wide variety of interests.

The Tartan is published for alumni, parents, students and
friends of Alma College. This issue also can be found online at
alma.edu/tartan. Alma College’s mission is to prepare graduates
who think critically, serve generously, lead purposefully and
live responsibly as stewards of the world they bequeath to
future generations.

EMILY CARTER
@EMILY_CARTER26
“This trip has been amazing! So
happy with my choice of going to
@almacollege & getting to explore
Scotland!”

BOB GARICA
@GARCIA_BOB
“Wrapping up spring term this week
@almacollege. 239 students traveled
to 30 different countries this year!
#PlaidWorks #StudyAbroad”

One of the priorities in our strategic
plan is to continue building upon our
strength in community. We believe
that the new name of the magazine
acknowledges one of the things we
celebrate at Alma — the interwoven
nature of community. Just as tartan
cloth is made up of threads of many
colors, the Alma College community
consists of members from many
different groups — students, faculty,
staff, parents, alumni and friends of
the college. We weave these threads
together by providing opportunities
for interconnection and sharing great
stories about campus and alumni
successes. By doing so, we build a
community fabric that benefits us all.

ADDRESSING
REAL-WORLD PROBLEMS
In this inaugural edition of The Tartan,
we highlight the interconnections between an Alma College education and
the community, demonstrating how the
study of real-world problems takes place
both in and outside of the classroom. It
can be in laboratories or media studios,
along rivers, or on top of mountains. This
experiential learning is a hallmark of an
Alma College education and is essential
to preparing graduates to address the
needs of today’s world. Did you know
that 46 percent of Alma’s 2016 graduates
reported completing an internship, 35.5
percent completed independent research
and 32 percent studied abroad? What
amazing opportunities our students have!
In this issue, you can learn how Alma
College students, in collaboration with
their faculty sponsors, are monitoring
water toxicity and swabbing fish for E.

coli in area rivers and streams. Inspired
by the recent drinking water crisis in
Flint, students are testing for lead in
local drinking water. By sponsoring
an intergenerational health conference
in April, students are building skills in
grassroots public awareness initiatives
that can influence public policy on
these key issues. And you will see how
an Alma education led two alumnae
to very different but successful careers
focusing on environmental concerns.

Digital Science Center on the campus,
students and faculty can continue tracking the movements of this endangered
species throughout the school year to
identify potential solutions. Another
study, sponsored by the Department of
Defense, will provide important research about how humans adapt to high
altitudes — information that is essential
to effectively prepare military troops
for survival and success in challenging
mountainous environments.

This issue also details how a changing
media landscape impacts the educational experiences for students preparing
for careers in the media. Using contemporary technologies, Alma College students create original content for digital
media outlets including the streaming of
athletics events, films, poetry, artwork
and news stories for The Almanian.

COME HOME FOR
HOMECOMING

EXTENDING THE
‘LABORATORY’
AROUND THE WORLD
You’ll also read about fascinating
research that extends the laboratory
to distant locations. After tagging sea
turtles in the Galapagos Islands with devices that transmit data back to the Dow

This is also our pre-homecoming issue,
and we want to make sure everyone
knows what’s happening during homecoming weekend Oct. 7-9. Grand marshals John and Nancy Colina will lead
the parade. As in the past, this year’s
alumni awards recognize the impressive
achievements of graduates from several
generations who have chosen different
paths to build lives of purpose and
service. I look forward to congratulating
each one personally at homecoming. ❖
I hope to see you all there.
JEFF ABERNATHY
PRESIDENT

ABERNATHYJ@ALMA.EDU
FACEBOOK.COM/ALMAPRESIDENT
TWITTER.COM/JEFFABERNATHY
ALMA.EDU/OFFICES/PRESIDENT
(989) 463-7146

5

CAMPUS NEWS: ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

c
l
e
w
a
o
H s our n
i

?
r
w ate

T

he Flint water crisis has raised
national awareness of the seriousness of lead contamination.
Communities across the nation are
asking: Is our drinking water safe?
Murray Borrello and his students
are addressing the issue in Alma
by sampling tap water from homes,
businesses, schools and main water
lines for the presence of lead.
“The State of Michigan considers
a reading of 15 parts per billion as
unsafe,” says Borrello, faculty coordinator of Alma’s environmental studies
program. “However, the Centers for
Disease Control recommend no lead
in the water.
“With a couple of exceptions, our
detection equipment has revealed
certified-laboratory readings of one
part per billion or less, which means
Alma’s water supply is incredibly
good,” says Borrello.

LEAD CONTAMINATION:
IN THE FOREFRONT
OF THE NEWS
The lead analysis of Alma’s water
supply was done in cooperation with
Bill Pilmore, water treatment superintendent for the Gratiot Area Water
Authority. About 25 percent of the
GAWA water supply serving the communities of Alma and St. Louis comes
from the Pine River.

ALMA STUDENTS ANALYZE DRINKING
WATER FOR LEAD, TEST STREAMS AND
RIVERS FOR UNHEALTHY NUTRIENTS
AND ILLUSTRATE THEIR DATA WITH GIS
SOFTWARE. GRATIOT COUNTY IS THEIR
‘LAB’ FOR REAL-WORLD LEARNING.

“Water analysis is in the forefront of
the news right now; it definitely has
everyone’s attention in the State of
Michigan,” says Pilmore. “Anyone
associated with community utilities
who hasn’t thought about lead contamination since the Flint debacle is not
paying attention.”
For most community water supplies,
chemicals like chlorine are added
to remove unhealthy nutrients.
However, chlorine can make the
water corrosive because it leaches out
iron, copper and lead from potentially
deteriorating pipes.

Borrello believes that the environmental conditions that impacted the Flint
water crisis also exist in many rural
communities. For example, nutrients
from fertilizer or manure spread on
fields may ultimately run off into ditches, streams and rivers — particularly
after heavy or sustained rain — or soak
through drain tiles where drain fields
flow into river tributaries.

Students test for nutrients
in the Pine River. From left: Logan
St. John ’19 and Nikki Green ’17.

“One reason Flint water became
toxic when it moved to the Flint River
source was that the river was impacted
by agricultural runoff, as evidenced by
a watershed management plan,” says
Borrello. “So chemicals were added,
specifically chlorine, to clarify and
sterilize the water. That increases the
corrosivity if proper steps aren’t taken
to neutralize the acidity.”

SAMPLING FOR
RUNOFF NUTRIENTS IN
THE PINE RIVER
In addition to lead analysis of the
city’s water supply, Alma students
under Borrello’s supervision test
for nutrients in the Pine River that
may come from agricultural runoff.
Students Logan St. John ’19, Annika
Gurrola ’18 and Nikki Green ’17
participated in the summer research.
“We counted nutrient levels in three
different locations,” says St. John, a
sophomore from Weidman majoring in
environmental studies. “Past research
has shown there are large amounts
of ammonia and soluable-reactive
phosphate in some of the tributaries
that flow into the Pine River. We are
sampling the water at these different
locations.”
Gurrola plans to illustrate the research
data using Geographic Information
Systems, or GIS, software, to create
maps that identify the various saturation levels of nutrients in the county.
“I didn’t know very much about GIS
before I came to Alma, but I’m finding
it’s an important and demanding

field,” says Gurrola, a sophomore
from Spring, Texas.
She will illustrate the relationships
between known-environmental
contamination and known-health
problems. For example, she will
potentially create maps that show
population concentrations of
obesity, diabetes, cancer or thyroid
disease, and then superimpose
maps of known areas of environmental risks like agricultural runoff
or septic tanks.
“We can put all this data that we have
from past years to the present into an
interactive and accessible form,” she
says. The maps from the GIS software
will be shared with the Dow Digital
Science Center, which links data from
remote locations.
Borrello and his students will present
their research results to City of Alma
officials this fall and at Honors Day
next spring.
The summer research was funded
by a grant from local Alma residents
Jeff and Ginna Holmes, long-time
supporters of Alma College and the
environmental work that has been
done and continues to be done in the
mid-Michigan region. ❖

Murray Borrello and Bonnie Hamilton ’17 row in the Pine River to test fish caught in cages for E. coli.
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Sourcing environ mental contamination
Human vs. animal inputs: Students analyze
the source of E. coli in the Pine River

S

percent of its water from the Pine River.
The water is treated, but the more contaminants found in the water, the more
the water has to be treated.

Their research is of particular interest to
City of Alma officials and citizens, who
are concerned about the rising levels of
antibiotics, E. coli and nutrients in the
Pine River. Evidence of this contamination has been seen in huge growths of
algae that have appeared in the river
during the summer months.

In their research, the students go to
various sites along the Pine River,
other streams and drainage ditches,
collect water and sediment samples
and then test the samples to determine their concentrations. As part
of the laboratory work, the students
perform a quantitative polymerase
chain reaction assay, a process used
in molecular biology that determines
the detection of bacteria from humans,
cattle and other animal sources.

ince 2006, Tim Keeton and microbiology students have tested the
distribution of antibiotic genes
in the environment. Over the last two
years, the research has expanded to
test river levels for E. coli, the bacterium
commonly found in the lower intestine
of warm-blooded organisms.

The question for the researchers: What
is the source of the E. coli? Tests conducted by Alma College students during
the summer of 2016 were designed to
determine the percentage of E. coli
coming from human sources, like
leaking septic tanks, vs. animal sources,
such as agricultural runoff from farms.
“Animal feeding operations use a lot
of antibiotics,” says Keeton, associate
professor of biology at Alma College.
“We are interested in the impact these
operations have on the environment.
We believe that agricultural runoff
through field tile systems is adding
disproportionate amounts of antibiotic
genes and E. coli levels to the river and
its tributaries.”
The Gratiot Area Water Authority, which
provides drinking water for both Alma
and nearby St. Louis, gets about 25
From left: Hannah Jeffery ’17, Serenity Skillman and Austin Desmarais ’17 collect water and sediment samples for E. coli analysis.
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“We look at the genetics of bacteria to
determine who hosted it,” says Keeton.
“Bacterium from a human differs from
bacterium from a cow.”
This research is valuable to students
because it exposes them to applied
molecular and microbial science in a
real-world setting, says Keeton.
“They learn laboratory techniques, such
as DNA fingerprinting, and they have
opportunities to meet city officials who
are concerned about the quality of their
community’s drinking water,” he says.
“Community awareness of water issues
is high at this time, and our students are
participating in research that is addressing a contemporary issue.”
The results of their research will be
shared with the Alma community. ❖

— MIKE SILVERTHORN
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The threat of intergenerational risk
ALMA’S PUBLIC AFFAIRS INSTITUTE HOSTS NATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON THE LONG-TERM IMPACT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION

M

ore than 40 years ago, environmental contamination in Michigan’s
Gratiot County resulted in the
potential exposure of millions of people to
fire retardants and pesticides. Since that
infamous event, researchers have continued to ask: What is the lasting health
impact of the contamination?
Last April, the Alma College Public
Affairs Institute and the Pine River
Superfund Citizen Task Force co-sponsored a conference to discuss what is

known about the risks of exposure and
the policies that were ineffective in preventing environmental contamination.
The Intergenerational Risk from
Environmental Contamination
Conference brought together leading
environmental-health scholars, public
officials working on environmental health
policy, staff of elected officials and citizens impacted by the contaminants.
“The conference’s design allowed
local citizens concerned with personal

exposure to contaminants, especially
through parents and grandparents, to
discuss their concerns with experts and
public officials from Canada and the United
States,” says Edward Lorenz, Reid-Knox
Professor of History and Political Science
and director of the Public Affairs Institute.

’A CRY FOR CHANGE’
Public Affairs students, including Holland
junior Abi Fergus, played fundamental roles in organizing and leading the
conference. While the Velsicol Chemical
Corporation incident in St. Louis is well
known, and community action has been
strong and persistent, attention from the
state government and nation at-large has
been lacking, says Fergus.
“We can work to change this by networking with other struggling communities,
such as Flint, to stay in the nation’s eye and
to get more funding toward water and pollution issues,” she says. “Another important
goal is to renew taxes on heavily polluting
corporations and fund the Environmental
Protection Agency so that sites like St.
Louis are better cleaned up, researched
and restored.”
Conference attendees advocated several
action items to raise awareness of the
long-term consequences of ineffective responses to environmental contamination.
They included:
• The creation of a formal consensus
statement that can be used “as a cry for
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change” in any community, especially
Flint, which has been receiving national attention because of mistakes “much
like those that took place in St. Louis.”
• The formation of an alliance of all communities experiencing chronic environmental health problems to advocate for
precautionary-based environmental–
health policy change.
• The establishment of a State of
Michigan Environmental Health
Office whose sole function is to focus
on protecting human health from
contamination.
“Convening as scientists, environmentalists, academics and citizens helped spread
encouragement to continue a battle that
is even older than St. Louis’ battle: stop
pollution in order to protect human health
and the environment,” says Fergus.

THE LEGACY OF VELSICOL
In St. Louis, Mich., in 1973, the Velsicol
Chemical plant mistakenly mixed a flame
retardant — rather than a nutritional
supplement — with animal feed. The contaminated feed was distributed for a year
throughout Michigan undetected, during
which time millions of people consumed
a flame retardant in their food.
In 1978, Velsicol closed the St. Louis plant
and began tearing it down in 1979. By
1983, Gratiot County had three Superfund
sites and a contaminated environment
that eventually required residential soil
removal and the installation of a new
water system.
In order to assess the scope of the
impact on the human population in the
surrounding area, Alma College has
collaborated with Emory University in
Atlanta, Ga., the Pine River Superfund
Citizen Task Force and the Mid-Michigan
District Health Department to conduct a
health study among individuals enrolled

CONFERENCE SPEAKERS
The keynote presenters at the Intergenerational Risk from Environmental
Contamination Conference, which took place April 27-28 at Alma College, shared
research findings on the risks of fire retardants and pesticide exposures and
addressed environmental justice. They included:

• Jonathan Chevrier, assistant professor of epidemiology at Montreal’s McGill University;
• David Carpenter, director of the Institute for Health and the Environment and professor
of environmental health sciences at University at Albany’s School of Public Health;
• Carolyn Raffensperger, environmental attorney and executive director of the Science
and Environment Health Network;
• Madeleine Scammell, assistant professor of environmental health at the Boston
University School of Public Health;
• Six Emory University scientists, including Michele Marcus, specializing in
environmental health, psychiatry, biostatistics and cell biology.

in the Michigan PBB Research Registry.
This work focuses on the health impacts
of exposure to persistent environmental
chemicals across multiple generations.
“We are learning more about intergenerational exposures,” says Lorenz.
“Subsequent monitoring of consumers of
food, former plant workers and farm families has shown intergenerational transfer
of contaminants from mothers to children
and now grandchildren. As a result, the
college and community have great interest
in intergenerational risk.”

PASSION FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL CAUSES

are also humanitarian causes,” she says.
“There are great wolf scientists such as
Adrian Treves and Rolf Peterson who
work with the animal and with humans
to address issues such as wolf protection
under the Endangered Species Act; a
topic whose stake holders include tribes,
farmers and hunters.
“After Alma, I hope to get into a graduate
program and follow in the footsteps of
both renowned wolf scientists and Alma
faculty such as Dr. Micheal Vickery,
Murray Borrello and Dr. Lorenz.” ❖

– MIKE SILVERTHORN

For Fergus, the conference reinforced
her passion for protecting wildlife and
the environment. She dreams of working
with wolves.
“The conference was a reminder that I
hope to find opportunities to do my part
in serving environmental causes, which

From left: Brittney Roggow ’16, Professor
Ed Lorenz, Abigail Fergus ’17.
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Fish study: E. coli concentrations
AS

evidence shows rising levels of E. coli in the Pine River, can
fish caught upstream of the Alma dam be safely consumed?

Alma College student Bonnie Hamilton ’18, from Harbor Springs,
conducted a fish E. coli study in a project supervised by biology
assistant professor Amanda Harwood.

In another component of this study, Hamilton tested and
observed fish caught in cages in the Pine River. Do the fish,
which normally have the ability to swim long distances, survive in the cages? If they die, then the evidence may suggest
the presence of harmful pollution, says Harwood. ❖

Alma College alumna Jamie Blow
has spent the last 32 years keeping
communities around the globe
safe from infectious diseases
transmitted by insects.

Photo courtesy of Graham Cullen

In her summer research project, Hamilton caught fish in areas of high
E. coli counts, swabbed the fish specimens in places that humans
might typically touch — like the mouth, gills, organs and fillet — and
put the samples into an incubator to see if E. coli grows.

Keeping us safe
behind the scenes

“Fish E. coli won’t grow in the incubator, but other animal or human-sourced E. coli will grow,” says Harwood.
“Our goal is to determine if there are E. coli concentrations in the fish.”

Testing for industrial pollution
THE

Velsicol Chemical Plant, the source of extreme environmental contamination in the Michigan rural community
of St. Louis, has been gone for nearly 40 years. Yet, the after-effects
continue to impact the residents of Gratiot County.

Alma College student Grace Sutherland, a junior from Waterford, in
summer research supervised by biology and environmental studies
assistant professor Amanda Harwood, conducted a Pine River water and sediment study downstream from the former Velsicol site to
determine if there is still evidence of industrial pollution present in
the environment.
For her fieldwork, Sutherland collected macroinvertebrates —
bottom-dwelling animals that include crustaceans and worms but
mostly aquatic insects — at four sites along the river. The bugs and
sediment are scooped in a net and transported to the lab for study.
“We are looking for pollution in the sediment, and macroinvertebrates live in the sediment,” says Harwood. “Unlike fish, these
bugs don’t travel far; they basically live where they are found. They
are brought back to the lab for identification.”
It’s important to identify what is living in the sediment, because some
bugs are more tolerant of pollution, and some have different ecological functions, says Harwood. In the lab, Sutherland put healthy
lab-grown animals into the collected river sediment and then observed
to see if they survived and how fast they grew. ❖
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rmy Entomologist Colonel Jamie
Blow ’84 prefers to “work in the
shadows” as she tries to protect
communities from infectious diseases.
Blow serves as the director of the Pest
Management Office of the Deputy Under
Secretary of Defense and the head of the
Armed Forces Pest Management Board.
She identifies as the lead for vector surveillance and control.
In part, Blow works with insects — but
these insects are not your typical “cute
bugs.” They are deadly organisms that
can and will transmit diseases and
parasites from one animal or plant to
another. These are insects that can flip a
country upside down, leaving lasting effects on communities across the globe.
Blow has been on the front lines
helping protect troops from a host of illnesses transmitted by insects, including
the Zika virus, malaria, leishmaniasis,
dengue fever and Lyme disease.
Her role also allows her to spend time
working behind the scenes. For Blow,
this is exactly what she prefers.

“If I’m doing my job right and people
are doing what they should do, nobody
knows I’m doing anything, and that’s
what the preventative process is all
about,” she says.
Throughout her career, Blow has been
able to travel the world. She’s spent hours
kicking a soccer ball around with orphans
in Afghanistan and countless months
setting up an Army medical research unit
in the Republic of Georgia allowing Army
scientists to work to develop measures to
protect soldiers from infectious diseases.
Blow credits her undergraduate experience with teaching her to use critical
thinking when approaching each and
every task in her field.
“I use the principles learned at Alma
College to get where I’ve gotten today because I’m able to take what I know and
use that to step beyond and not just sit
back and accept any answer,” remarks
Blow. “Alma taught me to think outside
of the box. Our work cannot be placed
in a box, so I consistently challenge my
staff to do things that are innovative or
different in order to be successful.”

Blow admits to being an Alma College
graduate who took a different path. She
encourages atypical students to find
opportunities that lead to bigger ones.
“You might not realize an opportunity at
first, but what you accomplish can lead
you to something bigger and better,”
Blow states.
In her most recent visit to Alma, Blow
delivered a presentation to students
on the effects of vector borne diseases on global public health. She also
spent time with the women’s basketball
program, a sport she played during her
time as a Scot.
“It’s always good to come home,” says
Blow. “Coming back to Alma every so
often helps remind me of why I do what
I do. So when I find myself in the middle of Iraq or Afghanistan it helps me
say, ’This is why I do this, so you guys
can live here without worrying.”❖

— DEREK DEVINE
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An advocate for safe water
Kelly Hon ’99 uses cookies, sprinkles and ice cream to
demonstrate groundwater contamination.

K
Protecting the Great Lakes

S tion challenges and strategies being used by different stakeholders in the Great

tudents in Professor Mike Vickery’s spring term class examined the communica-

Lakes basin to increase awareness, raise concern and mobilize effective actions to
protect the Great Lakes.
“We focused on risks to what Maude Barlow and the Council of Canadians call our
‘Blue Future,’ especially those posed by systemic threats,” says Vickery. “These
threats include diversion of water from the Great Lakes Basin, watershed contamination, invasive species, extreme energy exploration and transportation, algae blooms,
aquaculture and increasing global pressure on fresh water resources due to population growth and climate change.”
The travel class interacted with experts and practitioners committed to environmental research, journalism and advocacy related to the protection of Great Lakes water
and communities. This included a visit to the Ottawa office of the International Joint
Commission. The IJC presents and resolves disputes between Canada and the United
States under the Boundary Waters Treaty and pursues the common good of both
countries as an independent and objective adviser to the two governments.
An outcome of the class was the development of an initial rationale and outline for
an event-planning proposal to hold an International Fresh Water Summit in Michigan
during 2017. An intended takeaway of the class was a better understanding “of the
risks that we face if we take the Great Lakes for granted,” says Vickery.
“We looked at the Great Lakes as a commons — a natural commons, a cultural commons and political commons, all of which have to be shared and protected — and
used the public trust doctrine to frame our investigation of what is being said and
done to protect the Great Lakes for future generations,” he says. ❖
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elly Klumpp Hon ’99 spends her
time helping communities take the
correct steps toward environmental
safety. With 11 years in the water industry,
she has a firm grip on what it takes to
continue to move in a positive direction.

accomplishments we achieve together,”
says Hon. “As an industry, we face many
challenges in the coming years. In order
to conquer these challenges, partnerships are essential and a broad vision for
policy change is necessary.”

Hon, a training and source water protection specialist for the Michigan Rural
Water Association (MRWA), helps local
municipalities throughout Michigan in
the planning and proactive analysis of
major water issues. She had secured tens
of thousands of grant dollars for communities with the MRWA and administered
federal and state grants while with the
Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality (MDEQ).

Hon often goes to schools to educate students on environmental issues. Through
a hands-on groundwater model demonstration, students are able to grasp how
pollutants can make groundwater unsafe
to drink. She assists as they put together
edible aquifers using products such as
Oreos, ice cream, clear soda, sprinkles,
food coloring and a straw. These items
represent dirt, clay, water, top soil, contamination and a well, respectively. The
demonstration prompts students to ask
questions, allowing Hon to engage with
them as they experience groundwater and
groundwater contamination.

Throughout her career, Hon has developed strong partnerships with local,
county, state and federal agencies as well
as non-profit and environmental firms.
She trains and educates on key topics
facing the water industry, working closely
with both the United States Environmental
Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) and the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security along
with the MDEQ to ensure local compliance with regulatory issues.
Sounds like a lot, doesn’t it? Well that’s
what it takes to keep our communities
educated and safe from environmental
issues. For Hon, this is the fulfillment that
keeps her going every day.
“I enjoy the satisfaction of helping
communities achieve new milestones
and take pride with them in the

As busy as Hon is, she always finds
time to stay connected with Alma
College. She’s participated on the Alma
College Alumni Board, mentors at
career explos, and works with staff on
environmental positions that become
available in the industry.
“It is humbling to know that I can connect
with faculty and staff that are interested
in alumni thoughts,” says Hon. “I enjoy
having the opportunity to mentor fellow
Scots because I have knowledge about
a variety of different career paths in the
environmental arena.” ❖

–DEREK DEVINE
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“WE ARE JUST GETTING OFF THE
GROUND, BUT I THINK WE HAVE
BUILT A STRONG FOUNDATION
FOR STUDENT MEDIA THAT IS
RELEVANT TO OUR STUDENTS
TODAY AND ACCESSIBLE TO
OUR ALUMNI WHO WANT TO
SEE WHAT IS HAPPENING ON
CAMPUS.” — JANIE DIELS

W

QAC, 90.9 FM, the long-serving
student radio station at Alma
College, has made the switch from
the airwaves to digital media, dramatically expanding its listening audience and
providing an enhanced web platform for
student media.
Changes in the media landscape, the
realization that fewer students were
tuning in to the 100-watt FM station and
the expense of maintaining the Federal
Communication Commission (FCC) contract prompted the transformation.
“It felt wrong to continue to support
the FM station given the lack of student
interest and the expense of keeping up
with the FCC regulations to maintain our
license,” says Janie Diels, associate professor of communication and new media
studies and faculty advisor for the station.

Media convergence:
WQAC becomes Pirate Media

The switch from FM broadcast to web-based streaming provides more opportunities
for students to experiment in different media and have their work seen.

“We decided that the time had come to let
WQAC go silent and use those resources
to build something that, hopefully, students find more relevant,” says Diels.
The station, now known as Pirate Media,
is still student run. However, it now not
only includes stream-on-demand services
and online radio shows, but also other
forms of media including photography
and short films.

A STRONG FOUNDATION FOR
STUDENT MEDIA
“Pirate Media is a web platform for
student media — audio, video and
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photography,” says Diels. “Any student
can create a show, make a movie or submit photography and have it available to
others to stream on demand.
“We work with other student groups, such
as Short Stack, the student film organization, but any student can create content
for the site,” says Diels. “We also worked
with athletics to purchase equipment to
stream events, and we hope to soon be
streaming senior music recitals and other
campus-focused events as well.”
WQAC was licensed as an indie rock
station; the switch to Pirate Media will enable the broadcast of more diverse music
offerings and talk shows.
The digital improvements will potentially
expand the media audience, says Diels.
In order to tune in to WQAC, listeners
had to be within range of the 100-watt
broadcast. Switching to Pirate Media
means anyone, anywhere can access the
content at any time.
“I believe that the switch from FM broadcast to web-based streaming was well
overdue,” says Diels. “Our new format
provides more opportunities for students
to have their work seen.
“It also provides synergy with the new
media studies program and other student
groups on campus,” says Diels. “Since
broadcasting was never the central
element of our communication program,
the radio station was not really linked
in a meaningful way to academics on →

Student media at Alma
The Almanian
almanian.org
Alma’s student-run newspaper continues to publish weekly during the
academic year. The paper’s online
presence provides a digital outlet for
Almanian stories.
		

Bitworks

This student-run video production
company specializes in client-based
design and media projects.

Pine River Anthology
ac-pra.com
An annual award-winning juried
magazine, the Pine River Anthology
is a collaboration of the English, new
media studies and art and design
departments.

See Spot Run
SeeSpotRunAlma.wordpress.com
This student-run monthly literary journal has recently moved to an online
platform and provides publishing opportunities for creative student writers.

Short Stack
This student film organization strives to
emulate a professional video production environment. It primarily creates
short, narrative films.
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campus. Now we can provide a space for
new media students, and any student with
an interest, to practice what they have
learned in classes and get feedback from
a broad audience.
“We are just getting off the ground, but I
think we have built a strong foundation for
student media that is relevant to our students today and accessible to our alumni
who want to see what is happening on
campus,” says Diels.

Selmon. “What is happening here is just
a continuation of that impulse of getting
music to audiences in the way they want to
listen to it now.”
When the Internet first became widely
available for downloading and streaming
music, Selmon and Steven Vest, librarian
and also a former WQAC advisor, noticed
that there were already students who wanted to do that.

EXPLORING THE POTENTIAL
FOR TECHNOLOGY

The changes have the support of Michael
Selmon, provost and former WQAC advisor.

“With the rise of digital media and easy
access to digital recordings, students
became less reliant on broadcast sources
as a place to hear music and turned to resources such as iTunes, YouTube and other
internet-based services,” says Vest.

“I began to hear 10 years ago that students
weren’t bringing radios to campus,” says

While both Selmon and Vest saw the
transition coming, they had to research the

new rules that came regularly with changes
in technology.
“A transition to a non-broadcast multimedia format that embraced different technologies was essential for WQAC/Pirate Media
to stay relevant,” says Vest. “It’s important
to reach out to students using the most
effective and widely used technology.
“WQAC was an important part of the Alma
experience for many years,” says Vest.
“It provided an excellent opportunity for
Alma students to explore the worlds of
broadcasting, music and promotion in a
practical, ’real world’ manner. Pirate Media
will give students the same opportunities to
work with different media and explore the
potential for technology.” ❖

F R O M R A D IO

— ALEXANDRA BOURNE ’18

T O L IV E S T R E
AM!

History of radio at Alma
WABM, Alma’s first AM radio station,
began broadcasting in January 1979,
continuing until 1988. WQAC, “The Duck,”
began broadcasting on March 27, 1993.

Radio trends
The Pew Research Center reports that the
percentage of Americans ages 12 or older
who listen to online radio increased from
20 percent in 2007 to 53 percent in 2015.
Smartphones have become the device of
choice for online radio listening: 73 percent in 2015, up from 66 percent in 2014.
Traditional AM/FM radio continues to
reach the majority of the American public
— 91 percent of Americans ages 12 and
older had listened in the week before
they were surveyed in 2014, essentially
unchanged from 2013. Sirius XM — the
only satellite radio platform in the U.S. —
reported a boost in subscriber numbers of
almost 7% from 2013.
Source:
http://www.journalism.org/2015/4/29audio-fact-sheet/
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Students livestream Alma Athletic
events on alma.edu/athletics

VISIT PIRATE MEDIA AT: ALMAPIRATEMEDIA.COM
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Creative collaboration
THE MAKING OF A SHORT FILM

P

rofessors do research. They
get involved in their fields and
get their hands dirty because
they love what they do and can’t get
enough of it. But research in the new
media field is a bit different than what
you may expect. They make things:
graphics, music, websites or — in
Anthony Collamati’s case — films.
Collamati, assistant professor of new
media studies, co-wrote a 23-minute short film with his friend and
colleague David Haynes, instructor
of English at Indiana Academy
for Science, Mathematics and
Humanities. They began filming their
project, titled Break My Bones, in
Muncie, Ind. in July 2015.

Anthony Collamati (left) built his
professional film crew with Alma
College alumni, current and
future students.

“The film emerged from a personal
place for both of us,” says Collamati.
“We are parents to young children,
and we had shared stories about
how we and our children deal with
the most difficult crises.”
Collamati recalls fond memories of
when he and Haynes had worked
together on a screenplay in Chicago.
When the inspiration struck for
Break My Bones, they got to writing.
“We took a bizarre and tragic event
that occurred in David’s neighborhood and brainstormed ways to
combine the mystery of an old man’s
death with the drama of young
adolescence,” says Collamati. “The
result was Break My Bones.

Emily Brubaker ’19 assisted the
professional sound technicians on
the set of the short film Break My
Bones the summer before her first
semester at Alma College
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“We wanted the film to work on
at least two levels as a thriller with
horror signifiers that any film lover
could enjoy and as a personal film
that circulates difficult and honest
questions about life and death, parenthood and growing up.”

‘A FANTASTIC WAY TO GROW
AS A FILMMAKER’
They assembled a crew made up of industry professionals, many of whom had just
finished filming It Follows and Batman vs.
Superman, as well as Alma College students
and alumni. The crew included two future
Scots who just couldn’t wait to get their feet
wet in the new media studies program.
“Being an incoming freshman, this opportunity was absolutely amazing,” says Megan
Wilcox ’19. “I have known that I would
like to work in the film industry since I
was eight years old. Coming into college,
though, I was second-guessing whether or
not I was cut out for film. This experience
really cemented that for me — I know that is
what I want to do for the rest of my life.”
While this was the first taste of film for
some students, others have had many
opportunities to be on set. Jon Clark ’16
has directed several of his own short films

under Collamati’s instruction at Alma and
also had the opportunity to participate in
the production of Break My Bones as the
film’s second assistant director.
“Working alongside some seasoned
industry professionals was truly a fantastic
way to grow as a filmmaker,” says Clark.
“They had it down to a fine science. It
was kind of amazing to see, but also really
encouraging because I kept thinking, ’I
could learn to do that.’”

ACCEPTED INTO NOTABLE
FILM FESTIVALS
In post-production, Collamati called upon
several talented professionals from as far
away as Denmark, Italy and Australia and
just like that, what started as a two-man
project in Michigan and Indiana quickly
became an international production.
“[David and I] both believe strongly
in creating an environment in which a

team can perform at their best while also
giving individuals a chance to make their
own contributions,” says Collamati. “We
believe wholeheartedly that providing
freedom to our creative and technical
team made for a stronger film — and one
that is personal for others, too.”
Break My Bones has already been
accepted into two notable film festivals:
The Fantasia Film Festival in Montreal,
on July 19, and the Rhode Island
International Film Festival, an Oscarqualifying competition, where the film
screened Aug. 9-14.
Collamati and Haynes are hoping to
continue their festival momentum on the
national and international level before
eventually making the film available for
purchase on DVD, Blu-Ray and online.
More information about the film can be
found at facebook.com/breakmybonesfilm.❖

— KATIE KEATON ’14
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TRENDS IN
DIGITAL RHETORIC
M

atthew Cicci describes himself as a “geeky
fan” of sports, comics and television. But
he also is a “fan of fans” and exploring how
these consumer cultures deal with the rapid, ceaseless evolution of media.
A member of the English faculty, Cicci has a master’s degree in creative writing and a Ph.D. emphasizing issues in media studies. His research focuses
on the interplay between media consumers and
media producers.
He looks at how people who have for decades been
consumers of professionally produced media are
now increasingly becoming capable producers of
media themselves.
“I’m fascinated by the ubiquity of digital productions that arise for non-commercial reasons, because I think they speak to a new dynamic of how
media circulates and is consumed,” says Cicci. “I
am directly referring to the shift in media production
away from official ’Hollywoodesque’ productions

toward end-user productions.
“I think this shift is important because it suggests
that people need to become increasingly comfortable producing or, at least, navigating these new
types of productions,” he says.
This trend that is forcing commercial media producers to reconsider their audience has begun to
rewrite the media entertainment industry, says Cicci.
“Think of how many advertisements seek real-time
engagement with potential consumers via social media,” he says. “Think about the multimodal nature of
media releases today, from the actual object, to freeto-play Internet games, to social media campaigns.
All of this is new and exciting to a geek like me, and
I think it demands a critical eye be cast over it.”

CYBER SECURITY CAREER AWAITS NATIONAL
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
Mason Molesky was awarded the nationally competitive CyberCorps Scholarship from
the National Science Foundation and Department of Homeland Security, to pursue
graduate study and a career in cyber security. The 2016 graduate from Alma plans to
pursue his master’s degree in cyber security at George Washington University.

VAILLANCOURT AWARDED THE BARLOW TROPHY
Alma’s 2016 student Barlow Trophy winner demonstrated a passion for working with
under-served populations during her four years at Alma College. A history major,
Katherine Vaillancourt of Hillsdale plans to pursue medical school. At Alma, she
was a member of the Public Affairs Institute and Model United Nations team, participated in alternative breaks, and co-chaired the Service Learning Team. In addition,
she was a three-time Posey Global Fellowship recipient — focusing her international
work in Brazil, India and Malawi on understanding how ingrained poverty affects
health care opportunities.

ROOMMATES SHARE M.J.J. SMITH HONORS
Jacob Fox and Jacob Judd, two 2016 Alma College graduates and college
roommates, were awarded the M.J.J. Smith Society Scholarship, which
is presented to the college’s most outstanding graduating history majors
and carries up to $20,000 to apply toward post-graduate study. Fox, of
Marysville, will attend law school at the Michigan State University College
of Law. Judd, of Fowlerville, will pursue his master’s degree in history at
Western Michigan University.

Cicci sees teaching digital rhetoric as a natural
extension of his research.
“It allows me to share with students ways of producing
and writing for digital spaces, but it also continues my
interest in balancing and thinking of these productions
in the context of the larger digital space,” he says. ❖
— ALEXANDRA BOURNE ’18
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MODEL UN WINNING TRADITION CONTINUES
The continued success of Alma College’s Model United Nations team now spans
two decades. For the 20th consecutive year, Alma College students captured the
highest awards at the National Model UN Conference in New York City last spring.
Alma College has now won 38 “outstanding delegation” awards — the most of any
college or university in the 95-year history of the conference. This year at homecoming, Model UN also will celebrate its 25th anniversary. Visit alma.edu/homecoming for more information. ❖
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Tracking sea

THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS:
A NATURAL WILDLIFE
LABORATORY
Alma College biologists John Rowe
and Dave Clark, the Charles A.
Dana Professor of Biology, regularly
perform animal behavior research at
the Galapagos Islands. They engage
students in their research as often
as possible, frequently paring Alma
students with students from Ecuador
at locations within the Galapagos
National Park System. In addition to
their work on turtles, Alma students
have assisted Rowe and Clark in their
research on lava lizards.

turtles on the

Galapagos Islands
Satellite signals from halfway around the globe
provide a wealth of information for Alma students
analyzing data in the Dow Digital Science Center

F

aculty biologist John Rowe dons his
snorkeling gear, dives into the warm
Ecuadorian waters off the Galapagos
Islands and searches for sea turtles
that may weigh as much as 250 pounds in
order to attach satellite tracking devices.
Once discovered and subdued, a turtle
is outfitted with a GPS unit on top of its
shell using a marine epoxy. The durable tracker unit has an antenna, which
transmits a signal to a satellite enabling
the turtle’s movements to be tracked for
as long as 18 months.
The information from the transmitted
signal is relayed to an ARGOS website,
an online GPS data collection system
dedicated to studying and protecting the
environment. The data is then fed into
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the Dow Digital Science Center (DDSC) at
Alma College, where students and faculty
can download the data in various forms
for purposes of research and education.
Rowe’s research partners, Juan Pablo
Munoz and Daniela Alarcron of the
Galapagos Science Center, have been
tagging female sea turtles for several
years. The longest migration they have
tracked has been a turtle’s movement
from Galapagos to mainland Central and
South America.
“We don’t know how male turtles move,”
says Rowe, the William R. Angell Professor
of Biology at Alma College. “Females
typically move from foraging grounds to
nesting beach areas. But males may not
do that; we don’t know what they do.”

With grant funds provided by The
Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow
Foundation, Rowe purchased GPS units
for an Alma College tracking project
involving male green sea turtles.
“These are critically endangered and
protected animals,” says Rowe. “So it
is important to know their movements
and reproductive behaviors for conservation reasons.”
There are primarily two types of green sea
turtles that can be found in the Galapagos
Islands: Eastern Pacific green sea turtles
that reside along the western shores of the
Americas, and the Western Pacific green
sea turtles that normally dwell in Hawaii,
Polynesia, Thailand and Australia.

DDSC: ACCESSING
ENVIRONMENTAL DATA
FROM REMOTE SENSORS

Although classified as green turtles, the
Eastern Pacific turtles tend to be black
in color, often associated with volcanic
beaches, like those found at the Galapagos.
The Western Pacific green sea turtles are
yellow-green in color; they tend to live in
coral reef habitats. Yet, turtles with these
color variants are occasionally seen together in the Galapagos. Where did they come
from, and how did they get there?
Last March, Rowe’s team tagged the
first-ever male green sea turtles with
GPS units.
“We are getting multiple readings every
day,” says Rowe. “We also tagged a
rare male Hawksbill turtle, the first-ever
caught in Galapagos. The data received

from these turtles will be invaluable for
researchers to learn more about their
movements.”
Rowe and his students plan to return to
Ecuador to tag more turtles.
GPS transmitters are not the only kinds of
data-collection units that can be attached on
turtles. Last summer, the Alma team tagged
turtles with sensors that record water depth,
time in water and water temperature.

Alma College received a $5 million
grant for STEM education from
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow
Foundation in 2014. A major component of Alma’s e-STEM initiative
was the creation of the Dow Digital
Science Center, or DDSC, a physical
space within Alma’s existing Dow
Science Center that collects and
stores environmental data collected
from remote sensing instruments.

“We can see how that data varies in the
seasons,” says Rowe. “These are extremely interesting data, all available for students and researchers at the Dow Digital
Science Center.” ❖

— MIKE SILVERTHORN
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Seeking a
remedy
for
high-altitude illness
FUNDED BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE, STUDY BY ALMA’S JOHN DAVIS TESTS
EFFECTIVENESS OF MEDICATIONS DESIGNED TO PREVENT AMS AT ALTITUDES ABOVE 10,000 FEET.

F

or 20 years, John Davis and Alma
College students have studied the
effects of high altitude exposure on
humans. In his newest study, funded by
the U.S. Department of Defense, Davis is
testing interventions for protecting U.S.
Army Special Forces from the stress of
high altitude.

“With little notice, special operations
forces like those
in Afghanistan
are often transported from low
to high altitude
in a helicopter,
dropped off and
expected to perform demanding
tasks right away,”
says Davis, Alma’s
John Davis
Charles A. Dana
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Professor of Integrative Physiology
and Health Science.
“However, high altitude illness poses
a significant problem,” he says. “It
is not uncommon for troops rapidly
exposed to high altitude to develop mild to moderate symptoms of
acute mountain sickness, such as
light-headedness, headaches, fatigue
and shortness of breath.”
Lower oxygen levels typically
cause acute mountain sickness, or
AMS, says Davis, and the faster one
ascends to high altitude, the more
likely one will experience symptoms.
AMS can be problematic for special
operations forces that are trained to
perform unconventional missions,
such as reconnaissance and counter-terrorism, immediately upon arrival in a high-altitude location.

AMS normally affects 25 percent of
un-acclimated visitors to altitudes
between 7,000 and 9,000 feet, and 42
percent at 10,000 feet, says Davis. It
increases to 80 percent at 16,000 feet.
The Alma study will test the effectiveness of four common medications
designed to prevent AMS at altitudes
above 10,000 feet. Approximately 100
male subjects, ages 18-30, will participate in the “double blind, placebo
controlled study,” which means the
subjects will not know what medication they are receiving, with one set
of subjects receiving a placebo.
Subjects who meet specific guidelines for health and fitness will
complete a series of physical and
cognitive tests at sea level to establish a baseline response. Then, 48
hours after being administered the

oral medications, they will be flown
from Alma to Breckenridge, Colo.,
and transported immediately to high
altitude to follow a strict regimen of
tasks designed to simulate physical
activity required of special operations
forces. On the second day, they will
complete a three-mile run with a
30-pound pack to simulate a military-style field operation.
Data that assesses their physical performance and cognitive function at
high altitude in comparison with sea
level will be analyzed to determine
if specific experimental treatment
groups performed better than those
in the placebo group.

The study is part of a collaborative
project with principal investigators
Robert Roach and Andrew Subudhi
at the University of Colorado’s
Altitude Research Center. The
research design was approved by
the University of Colorado and Alma
College’s Institutional Review Board,
which provides oversight to research
involving human participants and
ensures that guidelines are followed
that protect the rights and safety of
these participants.
“As an altitude physiologist, I have
done a lot of research over the years
on how people respond to high
altitude,” says Davis. “This project is

especially important to me because
it applies to a real problem — the
ability of special operations forces
to fulfill their orders in extreme
environments.”
Davis has devoted much of his
academic career to studying how
humans adapt to living at high-altitude
environments. He took his first group
of students to Colorado in 1997. He
also has involved students in research
in the Andes Mountains in Ecuador.❖
— MIKE SILVERTHORN
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The story behind the name:

ATHLETIC NEWS
Academic All-American: Kaitlyn Arnold

HELEN NEWBERRY JOY WAS KNOWN FOR HER PRODIGIOUS MEMORY,
BOUNDLESS ENERGY AND ACTS OF KINDNESS AND GENEROSITY.

H

five-feet-tall, who “moved right along
with the times — sometimes even
faster…She was always busy at something…generous and warm.”

Educated in private schools in
Detroit and New York, she married
Henry B. Joy, president of Packard
Motor Car Company.

Many honors came her way during
her lifetime. The Common Council of
Detroit presented her with a testimonial in 1953 for her “unflagging
civic interest.” Wayne State University
awarded her an honorary Doctor
of Arts degree in 1948 for her many
philanthropic activities.

elen Newberry Joy was once
described as “Detroit’s grand
lady of culture, society and civic effort.” Born in 1869, she was the
sister of two famous brothers: former
U.S. Congressmen Truman Newberry
and John S. Newberry. She died in
March 1958.

Newberry longed to be a nurse.
Though her ambition was never realized, she later donated nursing scholarships at Wayne State University and
helped found the Michigan Chapter
of the American Red Cross in 1905. A
founder of both Cottage Hospital of
Grosse Pointe and Woman’s Hospital,
she also was a member of more than
two-dozen patriotic societies, musical
and theatrical groups, and philanthropic and civic organizations.
Her contemporaries described her
as a high-energy woman, scarcely

“

Newberry Joy also demonstrated her interest in Alma College
through many generous gifts.
Following her death, the administrators of the Helen Newberry Joy
Fund made a gift to Alma College
making possible the construction of
a new all-female residence hall.
Newberry Hall was dedicated on
Oct. 14, 1961, with President Robert
Swanson presiding. ❖

SOURCE: ALMA COLLEGE
LIBRARY ARCHIVES

Decide how you best can serve,
then join others with the same ideal and
purpose and work. If there is no group
to join, then organize one.

”

— Helen Newberry Joy
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Junior Kaitlyn Arnold finished 12th in the women’s 5,000-meter run at the NCAA
Division III National Outdoor Track and Field Championships. Arnold broke the Alma
College school record in the 5,000-meter run multiple times this season, her last
coming on May 13 when she finished with a time of 16:58.84 — becoming the first
female athlete at Alma College to break the 17:00 threshold. The NCAA recognized
Arnold as the winner of the Elite 90 Award, which is presented to the student-athlete
with the highest cumulative grade-point average participating at the finals site for
each of the NCAA’s 90 championships. In addition, she was named to the College
Sports Information Directors of America Academic All-American Division III Track &
Field/Cross County team for the second straight year. Arnold, an integrative physiology and health science major, carries a 4.0 GPA.

Softball All-American: Morgan Stratton
The No. 14 nationally ranked Alma College softball team finished with a 33-10
overall record, won the 2016 MIAA championship and advanced to the NCAA
Tournament. The National Fastpitch Coaches Association named ace pitcher
Morgan Stratton a second-team All-American. Stratton is the fourth softball player
in Alma College history to be honored as a second team All-American and the first
Scot to receive All-America honors since 2009. She was the MIAA’s Most Valuable
Pitcher. For the majority of the season, Stratton led all Division III pitchers in
earned run average and finished the season with an ERA of 0.78.

What makes Newberry
Hall different from
other residence halls on
campus?
It has its own beach! There may
not be an ocean attached to
“Newberry Beach,” but the sandy
volleyball court outside the west
entrance is a popular hangout
for students in the spring and
summer months. Newberry Hall
also contains the offices of various
student organizations, such as The
Almanian student newspaper and
the Scot yearbook.

Record-setting season: Baseball
The 2016 baseball team posted its first winning season since 1981 while
compiling a school-record 28 wins, topping the 20-win mark for only the
third time in the program’s history. The Scots, led by first-year coach Jake
Sabol, finished in second place in the MIAA with an 18-10 record. The
team’s final overall record was 28-15.

Introducing new wrestling coach: Jeremiah Tobias
Jeremiah Tobias has been promoted to head wrestling coach at Alma College,
replacing Todd Hibbs, who resigned in June 2016 after five years at the helm
of the program. Under Hibbs’ guidance, the Scots grew into a consistent top20 team in NCAA Division III, peaking at sixth in the nation during the 2015-16
season. Tobias, who has served as the associate head coach since May 2011,
helped mentor three All-America wrestlers last year, marking the first time in
the history of the program that the Scots had more than one student-athlete
earn All-America status at the NCAA III Championships. ❖
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hen we brought JoMarie and

“We saw something at Alma that John and
I had not experienced in our own college
experience. We thought, ’this is amazing.’
Alma provides phenomenal opportunities
for young people to live and learn at a
small-college setting. We want to further
this kind of experience for all students.”
Soon after their daughters enrolled,
John and Nancy joined the Parent Board.
John later was appointed to the Board
of Trustees, serving from 1989 to 2007,
including three years as board chair.
They also have supported the college’s
mission and building priorities. The
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Colina Library Wing, opened in 1996 and
remodeled in 2006, provides dedicated
study areas in the Kerhl Library, while The
Colina Human Performance Laboratory in
the McIntyre Center for Health Science is
named for their daughters, JoMarie Colina
Goerge ’89 and Lori Colina Lee ’90.
Following the sale of the family business,
John and Nancy founded The Colina
Foundation in 1992 to help at-risk children in southern Wayne County. The
foundation has given thousands of dollars
in grants to community and educational
organizations over the past 24 years.
“Our foundation focuses on the first 8
years of life, recognizing that kids need
to have a good foundation,” says John

Colina. “Alma College also reaches out to
young people, many of whom are the first
from their families to go to college, and to
give them a foundation for life. They will
be the leaders of tomorrow.”
The Colinas’ trip to Alma to serve as
grand marshals provides a convenient excuse for them to visit their grandchildren.
Tyler Goerge is a senior at Alma majoring
in biology, while Cassandra Goerge is
a first-year student anticipating her first
Alma College homecoming as a student.
Alma’s homecoming celebration takes
place Oct. 7-9, with the parade scheduled
to begin at 11 a.m. Saturday, Oct. 8. ❖

— MIKE SILVERTHORN

ALMA COLLEGE

to campus, we caught the
“W Lori
excitement,” says Nancy Colina.

8 A.M.–NOON 	ALUMNI REGISTRATION & CHECK IN
– HOGAN LOBBY
9 A.M. AMBASSADOR SUMMIT – HOGAN CENTER
9 A.M.	5K SCOT TROT
– REGISTER ONLINE AT ALMA.EDU/HOMECOMING
OR EMAIL MAURIE LUETKEMEIER FOR MORE
INFO: LUETKEMEIER@ALMA.EDU
9 A.M. KILTIE BAND REHEARSAL – BAHLKE FIELD
9 A.M.	GOLDEN THISTLE BREAKFAST
– TYLER-VAN DUSEN, COMMONS
10– 11 A.M.	LEGACY STUDENT RECEPTION
– REMICK HERITAGE CENTER LOBBY
11 A.M. HOMECOMING PARADE
11 A.M.–1 P.M. 	CAMPUS COMMUNITY LUNCH
– HOGAN ARENA
1 P.M. 	PREGAME SHOW
– BAHLKE FIELD
1:30 P.M. 	FOOTBALL GAME
– BAHLKE FIELD
4 P.M. 	CAMPUS UPDATE FROM PRESIDENT ABERNATHY
– HOGAN CENTER
4–6 P.M.	ACADEMIC DEPARTMENT RECEPTIONS, DECADE
ANNIVERSARY RECOGNITION AND PHOTOS
– HOGAN CENTER (CLASSES OF 2016, 2006, 1996,
1986, 1976, 1966, 1956 AND 1946)
5:30 P.M.	ALUMNI CHOIR REHEARSAL
– REMICK HERITAGE CENTER,
PRESBYTERIAN HALL
7 P.M.	ALUMNI AWARDS AND CHOIR CONCERT
– REMICK HERITAGE CENTER

HOMECOMING

/// SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8

WEEKEND

JOHN AND NANCY COLINA, THIS YEAR’S
HOMECOMING PARADE GRAND MARSHALS,
FIRST BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH ALMA
COLLEGE WHEN THEIR DAUGHTERS PICKED
ALMA TO FURTHER THEIR EDUCATION.

/// FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7

8 A.M.–5 P.M.	ALUMNI REGISTRATION AND CHECK IN
– ALUMNI HOUSE
3–5 P.M.	CAREER EXPLO
– STONE RECREATION CENTER
4 P.M.	50-YEAR CLASS OF 1966 REUNION
– PRESIDENT’S HOME
6 P.M. 	25-YEAR CLASS OF 1991 REUNION
– PRESIDENT’S HOME
6 P.M. MODEL UN ANNIVERSARY RECEPTION
		 – CENTER FOR STUDENT OPPOURTUNITY
6 P.M.	PIZZA NIGHT
– TYLER-VAN DUSEN, ROTUNDA
6:30 P.M.	WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL GAME
– HOGAN ARENA
8 P.M. 	PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE CONCERT
– REMICK HERITAGE CENTER

OCTOBER 7-9

Grand marshals:
John and Nancy Colina

2016
All events are subject to change.
For an up-to-date list, including
fraternity and sorority events,
visit alma.edu/homecoming.

/// SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9

9 A.M.–1 P.M.	BRUNCH
– HAMILTON COMMONS
11 A.M.	WORSHIP SERVICE
– FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ALMA
9 P.M.	WORSHIP SERVICE
– DUNNING MEMORIAL CHAPEL
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Scots you should know
The 2016 Alma College Alumni Awards

George ’20 and Bess ’18 Hebert Service Award
The George and Bess Hebert Service Award is named in memory of the 1920 and 1918 alumni whose
love of Alma College and work on behalf of the institution were an inspiration to all alumni. The award
is presented to alumni for their loyalty and service to Alma College and the Alumni Association.

AN ADVOCATE FOR LIFELONG LEARNING

Distinguished Alumni Award
The Distinguished Alumni Award recognizes
graduates who bring distinction to Alma College
through their professions, set strong examples for
others, and serve their communities.

HELPING THE WORLD’S POOR

As a volunteer, team leader and most recently board chair/
CEO of Flying Doctors of America, an organization that provides medical and dental care to people in developing countries, Michael Altman ’80 has taken an active role in helping the
world’s poor by giving hope and healing.
“There are so many life-changing stories through my 25 years,
but I remember an 8-year-old boy in Guatemala who was
legally blind in one eye and severe vision loss in the other,” he
says. “His father could not afford glasses for his son.

Bill Moss ’69 has assisted with engagement, career and internship efforts in the Chicago area for
many years and regularly contributes to the Chicago In City Interview Trip. Last March, he provided a guided tour of Chicago for Alma students. He advocates for the principle of lifelong learning.
“I strongly suggest education straddles two age groups — young adults and the retired,” he
says. “For the former, it is a means to advancement; for the latter it is a noble leisure pursuit.
However, for the dream of lifelong learning to be realized fully, those in the 35-60 age group
must also be given the opportunity — or perhaps seize the opportunity — to refine and revise
their skills throughout their careers, which could well stretch into their seventies.”

NEVER TOO BUSY TO POLISH ONE’S SKILLS

“This is not happening enough,” says Moss. “Executive education has traditionally been one
niche in which the middle-aged have been able to polish their skills. But the supercharged
intensity of the modern office makes it hard to get away from daily duties.

•	CPA, Managing Director, Ameriprise Financial
Services
•	Chairman/CEO, Flying Doctors of America
•	Ameriprise Financial 2012 Community Impact Award
Winner
•	Ameriprise Circle of Success Award (multiple years)
•	Five Star Wealth Manager Award, 2014 Atlanta
Magazine
•	Chairman of the Holocaust Commission of Georgia
•	Alma major: Business administration/accounting
• Favorite professors: George Gazmararian, Randy
Jacques, Thomas Schumm

“I felt a need to give back to Alma College and wanted to give
the nursing students an opportunity to experience a medical
mission,” says Altman. “The students’ feedback has been really
amazing, and they have indicated it really helped them come
back to class and work harder in their nursing profession.
Some said it was the best experience they ever had in life.”

The Smith Distinguished Service Award will be awarded next at homecoming 2017.
32

Young Alumni Award
The Young Alumni Award is presented annually to recent graduates who have given
faithful service to Alma College and their communities.

PROVIDING MEDICAL RELIEF

When he heard about the new nursing program at Alma
College, Altman established a scholarship fund that provides
internship and off-campus study opportunities through Flying
Doctors of America. In 2015, two Alma students traveled to
Jordan and Israel, where they worked alongside doctors, nurses and other healthcare providers in relief clinics providing
medical relief to refugees. Another mission with Alma students
took place in July 2016.

•	Retired Quality Assurance Analyst,
Zurich Na Insurance Co.
• Career/Internship Alma Ambassador
• College activities: Tau Kappa Epsilon
• Serves as a volunteer at Open Books
•	Earned his JD from Wayne State
University Law School

“The internet is allowing new and old educational providers to experiment with ways of teaching that are better attuned to today’s working patterns. “

“One of our eye doctors fitted him with glasses, and it was the
first time this boy could see. He gave us the largest smile, and
his father was crying with joy. His father turned to us and said
he couldn’t afford the glasses. We told him they were free, and
he could not believe someone would help his son at no cost.
He hugged us and was a very excited father that his son could
now see him for the first time. These types of experiences can
never be forgotten.”

Michael Altman ’80

Bill Moss ’69

AN “INCREDIBLE” ALMA EXPERIENCE

Laura Kendrick Godwin ’07
•	Licensed funeral director/embalmer at
Pollock-Randall and Marysville funeral homes
•	Earned her B.S. in mortuary science from
Wayne State University
•	She is pursuing an M.A. in counseling
•	Admissions, Advisory Board, Career/
Internships and Engagement Ambassador
• Alma major: Exercise and health science, with
a chemistry minor
•	College activities: Women’s cross country
and women’s tennis
•	Favorite professors: Maurie Luetkemeier,
John Davis

“I had such an incredible experience at Alma so I love telling others about my time
there and encouraging them to consider it. I want everybody to have the type of college
experience that I did... combining great academics, a beautiful campus and atmosphere, lifelong friendships and connections, caring professors and coaches, and a
whole lot of fun.”

A MOUNTAIN-TOP HIGHLIGHT

“I remember the altitude physiology spring term where we traveled to Colorado to do
research on the effect of altitude on the human body during exercise. There is something about being with a group every day for a month in the mountains that brings you
together! As I went on to professional and graduate school, I was reminded often how
well prepared I was by my Alma experience.”

ADVICE FOR NEW STUDENTS

“Take advantage of the many experiences that are offered. The beauty of a liberal arts
education is the chance to develop yourself in many areas, and Alma makes that so
easy. Some of my most wonderful experiences and fondest memories were during my
years at Alma. The four years will fly by, so make the most of it!” ❖
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A PHYSICIAN COMES HOME
“ALMA COLLEGE PREPARED ME WITH THE SKILLS I NEEDED TO WORK IN HEALTHCARE. PATIENTS COME FROM ALL WALKS
OF LIFE AND SOCIAL SITUATIONS. IF I HAD JUST STUDIED ONE THING, I’D BE MISSING A MAJOR PART OF THE PUZZLE THAT
YOU NEED TO HAVE TO BE AN EFFECTIVE PHYSICIAN.” — DR. GREGORY BECHILL ’89

D

r. Gregory Bechill ’89 was just a
young lad when he developed a specific interest for health science. After
a doctor’s visit, he found himself longing
for a greater explanation of what was going
on with his body.
“I was about to have a procedure and
wanted to know more, but the physician
told me I didn’t need to worry about it,”
says Bechill. “That irritated me, so I carried that with me through high school. It
generated my interest in human anatomy
and biology.
“I knew that there had to be a better way
to explain people’s bodies to them and let
them know what’s happening in a manner
that they can understand. My experience
led me to want to change that.”
Bechill decided to stay in his hometown
and attend Alma College.

“Alma College provided me with a chance
to have close one-on-one interactions with
faculty,” says Bechill. “I knew all of my
professors by name and had requirements
outside of my major, both of which made
me an equipped graduate.”

COMBINING SOCIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
However, like many undergraduates who
initially question his or her career path,
Bechill debated whether or not the medical field was best for him. His father, Vern
Bechill, was an Alma College sociology
professor at the time. Gregory recalls
being fascinated by the things his father
would talk about and teach in class. He
decided he needed to find a way to combine the two.
“I wanted to focus on biology but do it in
synthesis with the sociology knowledge

and skills I had picked up,” says Bechill.
“Medicine was a great fit for that, so I
pursued it.”
One of Bechill’s most memorable college
moments was his trip out of the country
during Spring Term – a journey that ultimately confirmed the medical field as the
right career path for him.
“I had the opportunity to observe a
healthcare clinic in rural Jamaica,” says
Bechill. “Seeing how much need they had
for healthcare allowed me to realize how
privileged I was to have the education I
had back home. It inspired me to come
back to the United States and continue to
follow my career path to healthcare.”

RECONNECTING WITH FAMILY, MENTORS
After graduating from Alma, Bechill
received his degree in osteopathic
medicine from Ohio University College
of Osteopathic Medicine in Athens, Ohio.
He then went on to complete his residency in family practice at Mercy St. Vincent
in Toledo.
A number of stops later, Bechill found his
way back to Alma, the community where
he grew up.
“Gratiot Family Practice was great to
come home to,” says Bechill. “I was
raised here, so some of the doctors at
the practice were doctors I had known
as a kid. It’s an honor to come back.
My undergrad experience prepared me
with the skills I need to work in healthcare,” says Bechill. “Patients come from
all walks of life and social situations.
If I had just studied one thing, I’d be
missing a major part of the puzzle that
you need to have to be an effective
physician.” ❖

New at the Bookstore:

Starbucks Coffee Shop
BOOKSTORE.ALMA.EDU

— DEREK DEVINE
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The Mitten:

Pitching community, hospitality, generosity
WHEN CHRIS ANDRUS GRADUATED FROM ALMA COLLEGE IN 2002, HE HAD TWO DEGREES, ONE
IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION AND ONE IN ART AND DESIGN. HE SPENT THE BETTER PART OF THE
FOLLOWING DECADE MAKING MUSIC WHILE SINGING WITH HIS BAND ON TOUR. BUT WHEN IT CAME
TIME FOR ANDRUS TO SETTLE AND START A FAMILY, HE WENT WITH WHAT HE KNEW BEST: HIS PASSIONS.

C

hris Andrus ’02 will tell you he
took a “crooked path” to get
where he is today but credits his
liberal arts education for teaching him
to be a disciplined graduate with a
wide variety of interests.
What are those interests? The Detroit
Tigers, craft beer and finding a way to
make a positive impact on his home
city, Grand Rapids.
Andrus and his childhood friend, Max
Trierweiler, sensed a gap in the Grand
Rapids food and beverage industry
— especially on the west side of the

COMMUNITY AWARDS
•	“Michigan’s Best New Brewery”
in 2013 by MLive Media Group
•	Finalist for the Grand Rapids
Business Journal’s “2014
Beverage Newsmaker of the
Year.”
•	“Best Exterior Renovation”
at the 2014 Neighborhood
Business Awards
•	“Young Entrepreneurs of the
Year” in 2015 by the Grand
Rapids Chamber of Commerce
•	“President’s Award” in 2015
from the Association of
Fundraising Professionals for
charitable giving program

city. They set out to create a place that
honored their fandom of the Tigers,
vintage décor and craft beer.
“There wasn’t that place that married
these concepts together,” says Andrus.
“We wanted to create a place where we
would love to hang out — a place that differentiated from the rest of the market.”

RESTORING A HISTORIC
LANDMARK
Now, just a few years after The
Mitten Brewing Company’s “first
pitch,” Andrus and Trierweiler,

co-founders of the company, are
successfully providing the city with
a craft brewery where sports enthusiasts feel welcome.
When Andrus and Trierweiler
searched to locate a new home for
their dream, the goal was to find a
building that craved reinvigoration and
reinvestment. “Engine House No. 9,” a
Victorian masterpiece built in 1890 as
a brick fire barn, was what they were
looking for. When the community
heard about their plan to restore an official Grand Rapids Historic Landmark,
they got behind it.

“Our building is easily one of our biggest
attributes,” says Andrus. “It’s such a great
and unique setting in the city and one of
the reasons a lot of people check us out
for the first time.”

GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
The Mitten serves award-winning beverages
and gluten-free pizza while broadcasting
the likes of Mario Impemba, Rod Allen, Kirk
Gibson and Jack Morris during Tigers games.
However, it might be most recognized for its
impact on Grand Rapids and surrounding
communities.
Receiving the “President’s Award” from the
Association of Fundraising Professionals for
their charitable giving program was a humbling and emotional experience for Andrus
and Trierweiler.
“Our charitable giving program is what
we really hang our hats on at The Mitten
Brewing Company,” says Andrus. “The impact we are able to make is a direct result of
the support we receive from our customers
and non-profit partners.”

— ELLIE WILCOX, DEVELOPMENT MANAGER, MAKE-A-WISH WEST MI.

“The engine house was our first choice, but for a
while it didn’t seem like we were going to get
it as it was not for sale. We were willing
to jump through every hoop we needed
to because we knew we had found
a unique place that could really
help us pursue our dream.”
— Chris Andrus ’02

With the help of its staff and customers, The
Mitten has raised more than $100,000 for
local organizations since opening in 2012.

THE CHALLENGE OF
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
“It’s important for our 60-person staff
to know this isn’t just another job,” says
Andrus. “This is a place where each employee has an opportunity to make a difference
in other people’s lives.”
Andrus also is proud to have an opportunity to connect with former faculty and
classmates as The Mitten hosts many Alma
College alumni events.
“The support from Alma College runs wide
and deep, and there are a lot of successful
people out there and a lot of wisdom and
connectivity to draw from,” Andrus said.
“Entrepreneurship is tough to learn, but if
you have that spark burning, you will run
through 10 stop signs to get where you want
to be,” he says. “Alma College teaches you
how to be successful with your passions.” ❖

— DEREK DEVINE
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“MAKE-A-WISH MICHIGAN WAS HONORED TO
BE PART OF THE MITTEN BREWING COMPANY’S
CHARITABLE GIVING PROGRAM. WE RECEIVED GREAT
EXPOSURE AND RAISED OVER $2,000 TO HELP GRANT
WISHES FOR CHILDREN IN MICHIGAN FACING LIFE
THREATENING MEDICAL CONDITIONS. THE MITTEN
STAFF DID AN EXCELLENT JOB GETTING INVOLVED IN
OUR MISSION, AND WE CAN’T THANK THEM ENOUGH.”

“Mitten Brewing held a fundraiser for Autism Support
of Kent County in April. Not only did the event raise
over $2,400, we were able to bring together families,
teachers and others who are impacted by our services.
This money helps ASK continue services such as music
therapy and camp scholarships to persons with autism
in Kent County. Thank you Mitten Brewing for giving
back to the community!”
— Richard Elias, President, Autism Support of Kent County

ALUMNI, PARENTS & FRIENDS

ALUMNI BOARD

SCOTS RISING

C E L E B R AT I O N C A N B E E S S E N T I A L T O G R O W T H .

IN

my spring 2016 column, I spoke about
the powerful, positive momentum that
Alma College is gaining on several fronts.
I noted that the energy, leadership and investment of our alumni, parents and friends
are fueling our efforts to reach increasingly
audacious goals. Having closed the books
on fiscal year 2016 as of June 30, now seems
a fitting time for a moment of reflection and
celebration — to appreciate our collective
efforts on behalf of Alma College.
A signature achievement this year was the
launch of the Alma Ambassador Program,
a comprehensive effort to organize, support
and promote all types of engagement
with the college. Participants completely
customize their involvement; they can do
a little or a lot and can play an important
role irrespective of their physical location.
This year, Ambassadors created internships
for students, promoted Alma programs on
social media, displayed college bumper
stickers, and so much more.

« STAY CONNECTED!
If you have recently moved to a new location,
had a change in employment or wish to become
involved with the alumni and friends in your
region, please contact the Advancement Office
at 1-800-291-1312 or advancement@alma.edu for
more information.
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A GREAT RESPONSE TO AMBASSADOR
The largest piece of Ambassador is
in admissions, and perhaps the most
impactful service that volunteers in this
area performed is referring prospective
students. Starting this year, if someone
refers a prospective student who ultimately
enrolls at Alma, that student receives a
$1,000 scholarship for each of his or her
four years in the name of the referrer. Last
year, before this program, we received

President: Devon Anthony ’09
Vice President: Bill McHenry II ’83

a total of 60 prospective student
referrals. This year, Ambassadors
referred 939 prospective students!
The overall response to
Ambassador was beyond our
greatest aspirations. Within just
10 months, 1,184 alumni, parents
and friends agreed to help, and
91 percent of them have already
performed at least one meaningful
service, while many have done
much more. In short, we believe
that Ambassador is now the largest
and most impactful engagement
program of any liberal arts
institution in the United States.

GIFTS THAT EMPOWER ALUMNI
This year, Alma alumni, parents and
friends joined together to shatter the
college’s all-time annual giving record,
exceeding a greatly expanded goal of
$1,365,000. Annual giving describes
all repeatable gifts that support Alma’s
budget expenditures for the current
or upcoming fiscal year. Donors
provided Alma with budget relief
(Alma Fund), supplied scholarships
(Scot Scholarship Fund) and enriched
a wide range of academic and
athletic programs. Budget-enhancing
academic support increased by
well over 200% percent this year to
more than $130,000, and the Scot
Loyalty Fund for Athletics reached an
unprecedented six-figure total.
This year the college also formed its
first-ever giving circle. A giving circle
is a group of volunteers who donate,
raise, pool and grant funds together
to support a cause about which
they are passionate. This model
empowered Model United Nations

(MUN) alumni to again work together
as a team — across all generations
— to raise substantial resources for
the Alma College MUN program. A
committee of volunteers dedicated
itself to peer-to-peer outreach and
raised $56,000 on its preliminary
$25,000 goal. The group will
reunite at homecoming to present a
ceremonial check to director Sandy
Hulme and celebrate the program’s
25th anniversary.

Secretary: Bree Brownlee ’04

A HEARTFELT MESSAGE: THANK YOU

Robin Lewis ’78

Over the course of fiscal year
2016, the Alma Family raised
approximately $16,000,000, by far the
largest total in the college’s 130-year
history! This total, which includes
all gifts (including the $1,365,000 in
annual giving), built and renovated
facilities, created and strengthened
scholarships, supported faculty, and
so much more.
These are just a few highlights from
an epic year — a year that challenges
us to lift our sights even higher and
to take on greater challenges. Our
work is far from done, but celebrating
and enjoying our accomplishments
along the way is an important part
of the journey upward. Countless
individuals made these wonderful
things happen by giving so
generously of their time, talent and
resources. On behalf of all of us at
Alma College, thank you. We look
forward to our continued partnership
in service to current and future
generations of Scots. ❖

Tom Anthony ’72
Daniel Baker ’10
Virginia Cloutier Blandford ’02
Ashley Budde ’05
Alexandria Cnudde ’11
Katie Crombe ’11
Norma Bender Curtis ’69
David DeLine ’11
Laurie Eccles DeYoung ’04
Mark Kraft-Strong ’08
Kimberly Light ’05
Jan Knapp Merz ’75
Martha Hubbard Miller ’90
Andrew Pomerville ’02
Krista Schroeder Ried ’94
Anthony Rosenblum ’08
John Ruggles ’89
Scott Timmreck ’02
Dana Weston-Eadeh ’01
Robyn Laird Woolcock ’76
Matthew Yettaw ’15
Buz Zamarron ’83
Barb Loomis Greer ’61 (Emeritus)
Dale Greer ’65 (Emeritus)

PARENT BOARD
Presidents: Curtis & Melissa Schultz
Barry and Susan Fitzpatrick
Michael Meyer and Christy Meyer
Chess and Kristen Mizell
Laura Taylor ’80
Don and Shelley Yoder

Matt vandenBerg ’02

Vice President for Advancement
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1949 Duane VanDuzen ’49 was inducted into the
Fremont High School Athletic Hall of Fame as coach
of the 1957 undefeated football team and with a fouryear record of 23 wins, eight losses and one tie.

1969 John Bird ’69 has posted three of his
short films on YouTube: “Livin’ in the USA” (1969),
“Vietnam War Moratorium” (1969) and “Park Street:
A Home Movie” (1970).

1955 Fred ’55 and Marge Lyda Wood ’56
spend the winters in their RV, usually by the Salton
Sea in California.

1971 Donald Yehle ’71 and Karen are proud
grandparents of two boys: Clayton, 1, and Oliver,
born May 5. Clayton lives in Greenfield, Ind.; Oliver’s
hometown is Nashville, Tenn. Richard Thurston
’71 was named to the IAM Strategy 300 - The World’s
Leading IP Strategists list for the second straight year.
Compiled by the U.K. publication Intellectual Asset
Management (IAM), the list identifies individuals
leading the way in the development and implementation of strategies that maximize the value of IP portfolios. Richard practices in the Intellectual Property
Practice Group of Duane Morris. Prior to joining the
law firm, he was senior vice president and general
counsel of Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing
Company, Ltd., where he was also chief proprietary
information officer and corporate compliance officer.

1957 Marcia Peters Johnson ’57 and her
daughter, Jill Johnson Pennington ’92, attended
a performance of the Alma College Choir at The
Peoples Church of East Lansing last February. “What
a surprise to see Darwin Johnson’ 58, and his wife,
Kay, seated in the row behind us; their granddaughter is in the choir,” she wrote.
1965 Jim Martz ’65 is the author of Safe Tennis,

focusing on injury prevention and recovery. His publication Florida Tennis is in its 25th year.

1968 Richard Douglass ’68 was elected to the
board of the Emeritus Faculty Association at Eastern
Michigan University in May and “term limited ” from
the Executive Council of AARP-Michigan.

1972 Robert Madole ’72 is managing partner
of the Great Lakes Athletic Club. He has been an

owner/operator in the athletic club industry for 40
years and married to Susan for 20 years. Son, Colin,
an Albion graduate, is assistant vice president at
Crestmark Bank.

1978 Steve Lehecka ’78 was reappointed by Gov.
John Kasich to the board of directors of the Ohio
Bureau of Workers’ Compensation. Steve recently
retired as chief actuary at Westfield Insurance.
1981 Michele Mitchell Weibel ’81 writes: “Class
of 1981 – it’s been nearly 35 years since we crossed
the stage to get our diplomas. Let’s celebrate at
homecoming this year. There’s a Facebook page
dedicated to our class … https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1490512571253731/. Send Susan Sickelka or
me a private message, and we’ll add you to the group!
Hope to see you in October.”
1985 Kenneth LeMaster ’85 has retired after a
28-year career with Chevron. He writes, “I’m doing absolutely nothing, and it’s been everything I was hoping
it would be. One surprise has been how time consuming doing nothing has been. My wish to all is to finish
well and on your own terms.”
1986 Cindy Pierce Evans ’86 writes, “It’s a small
world when you get to worship and become family with
two Alma Scot alumni and a Gamma Phi Beta sister
while in Lawton/Ft. Sill, Oklahoma! Austin Schaar ’09
and Liz Fishback Scharr ’09 were blessed with Eli
David Schaar on May 22, 2015 and have become part of
our Oklahoma family. We have enjoyed their relationship and loved seeing Eli grow. Now, Austin and Liz are
off to Italy to serve our country there! Alma Scots are all
over the world!” • Rick Valone ’86 passed his Board
Certification Pharmacotherapy Specialist (BCPS) exam
in September 2015 — only three percent of the nation’s
pharmacists have completed this certification. He was
named the 2016 Preceptor of the Year by the graduating
pharmacy class at Wayne State University.

Photocourtesy of Barbara Sutherland Chovanec’89
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1993 Kerrie Kemperman ’93 received a writing
residency at the Vermont Studio Center for March
2016 and a scholarship for the Fine Arts Work Center
in Provincetown, Mass., for July 2016.

'Influential Woman’
— Linda Paullin-Hebden ’82
Crain’s Detroit Business magazine honored
Linda Paullin-Hebden ’82, an executive
partner in the Southfield office of Warner
Norcross & Judd, in its Michigan “100 Most
Influential Women” feature, published in
June 2016.
According to Crain’s, “These 100 women
manage budgets and civic initiatives. They
lead in business, academic, nonprofits and
public policy. They are CEOs, executive
directors and company founders…. They
are a resource for the entire state.”
Paullin-Hebden “leads Warner Norcross
& Judd’s second-largest office, with 31
attorneys and more than 50 employees,” according to Crain’s. She has been a Michigan
“Super Lawyer” since 2010, was named
one of the 2011 “Top Women in Law” by
Michigan Lawyers Weekly and was selected
to “Best Lawyers in America” in 2014-15.
She also serves on the board of directors
for the Detroit Historical Society and the
board of governors for Skyline Club.
In the article, Paullin-Hebden cited her
creativity as a key to her success: “Problem
solving, whether it’s
within the firm or
for a client, requires
understanding the
issues and the desired
outcomes, then thinking out of the box to
come up with wins for
all stakeholders.” ❖
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2000 Amanda Burnett Shoemaker
’00 and Ben ’00 welcomed Andrew
David Shoemaker, born April 18, 2015. He
joins siblings Anna (12) and Matthew (8)
who are happily enjoying the littlest Shoe.

Board of Trustees
welcomes new
members

2001 Melinda Messmer Leonardo

The Alma College Board of
Trustees welcomed three
new members, effective
July 1, 2016.

’01 earned a Ph.D. in communication,
rhetoric and digital media from North
Carolina State University in April 2015. Part
of her dissertation was presented at the
National Communication Association in
Las Vegas in November and was awarded the Top Paper Award in the Training
and Development division. Melinda is a
consultant with AGB Search (Washington,
D.C.) and resides in Raleigh, N.C., with
her husband Samuel and their three
young sons. • Beth Siewert Purdy ’01
and Matthew Purdy ’97 received tenure
at Kalamazoo Valley Community College.
Beth won the Ward H. and Cora E. Nay
Director’s Purchase Prize at the KIA’s
West Michigan Area Show.

2004 Bree Brownlee ’04 was promoted to account director at the Leo Burnett
Detroit ad agency, where she manages the
General Motors parts brands of ACDelco,
Genuine GM Parts, Chevy Performance
and Powertrain/Marine. • Jana Mapes
Simmons ’04 was honored by the
Michigan State University College of
Human Medicine with the Teacher-Scholar
Award. This award is given up to once per
year to a junior faculty member exhibiting
excellence in both education and scholarship. • Diana Baer Galloway ’04 and
Sean Galloway ’06 welcomed their first
child, daughter Lyric Olivia, on Feb. 19. All
are doing well in New Mexico.
2013 Samantha Perrin ’13 gradu-

ated with her Master of Science degree
in higher education from the University
of North Dakota. She is now working
at the University of Georgia as a career
consultant. ❖
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Alumni and current students gathering in Atlanta

UPCOMING

ALUMNI
EVENTS
Please visit alma.edu/alumni-events for information
about upcoming campus events. If you have ideas
for future alumni events, please contact us at
1-800-291-1312 (ext. 2) or: alumnioffice@alma.edu.

September 22: Scots at Art Prize – Grand Rapids
October 7-9: Homecoming 2016
October 8: Family Day 2016
October 22: Community Day
November 29: Giving Tuesday 2016

• Rev. John Judson,
senior pastor of First
Presbyterian Church
in Birmingham, Mich.
Prior to Birmingham,
he served churches
in Pampa and San
Antonio, Texas, for 24
years.
• Ann Randall Kendrick
’78, CPA and director
of funeral homes in
Port Huron, Marysville
and Traverse City. Her
daughter, Laura, attended Alma College.
• Russell Youngdahl Jr.
’75, founding partner
and managing member
of NorthStar Capital
LLC, a private equity
firm in Jackson, Mich.
He returns to the Alma
Board having previously served from 19952004. His son, Neil,
attended Alma College.
Serving as Board of
Trustee officers in 201617 are Michael Sherman
’74, chair; Eric Blackhurst
’82, vice chair; and Darryl
Schimeck ’82, secretary. ❖

Building our

legacy!

Alma College alumni and friends are active every day in recruiting
new Scots, sharing their Alma experience, showing how Plaid Works
and providing an energized network for young alumni and current
students.
As always, if you know of any high school students who are
committed to service, have a passion for music, are dedicated
student-athletes, participate in Model UN or are looking forward to
continuing their education after high school, we would love to have
the opportunity to share more about Alma. You can refer a student
by completing the online referral form at alma.edu/refer.
At Alma, students can build on the legacy of their family members
and carve their own spot in our campus community. We look
forward to seeing your legacy continue! Go Scots!

Anneliese Fox

Associate Director of Admissions
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IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

Edwin B. Bradford ’43 died on July 2, 2016. After
college, Ed served in the U.S. Army as an engineer,
cryptographic technician and teletype operator. After
the war he married Virginia Hetzman and moved to
Midland where he enjoyed a 40-year career with The Dow
Chemical Company. An ardent Alma College supporter,
he was a member of the Heritage Society and served as
president of the Midland-area Alumni Association. Ed was
preceded in death by his wife, Virginia, brother Kenneth
(Jean) Bradford, and sister Vera (Paul) Woodland. He is
survived by his children Luann Benoit, Philip (Cynthia)
Bradford, Susan (Terry) Dusseau and David (Kathy)
Bradford; 10 grandchildren; his brothers-in-law, Gene
Hetzman and Bob (Nancy) Hetzman; 10 great-grandchildren; and many nieces and nephews.
Graham Markes ’43 died on April 26, 2016. He served
in the Army Aircorp, returned to the states in 1945, and
later worked at the Ford Motor Company as a research
chemist. His wife Elizabeth McGrovern Markes preceded
him in death in 2004. In 2006 Graham married Joyce
Waterman. He is survived by his wife Joyce; children
Susan (Don) Bigwood, Graham (Tulin) Markes II and
Fran (William) Renton; 10 grandchildren and nine
great-grandchildren including Sara Markes ’98; step-children Steven (Ruth) Waterman, Janet (Garry) Strout; six
step-grandchildren, nine step-great-grandchildren and
two step-great-great-grandchildren; and sister-in-law
Nancy Lumber.
Carolyn Anne Ridley Sellman ’46 died on May 11,
2016. She married Bernard Sellman in 1956, and they
raised three children, John (Linda) Sellman, Jeanne
(Jim) Hess and Jim (David Balas) Sellman. Carolyn’s
grandchildren are Lana, Erin and Brenna Sellman and
Andrew (Amanda) Hess and Kevan (Laura) Hess; and
her great-grandchildren are Connor and Aubrey Hess.
Carolyn was preceded in death by her husband Bernard,
and her half-brother Reginald Ridley.
Ralph Harlan Burroughs Jr. ’48 was born in 1925
in Pontiac, Mich., to Ralph Harlan Burroughs and Grace
Duttweiler Burroughs. Ralph was a member of Delta
Gamma Tau fraternity during his time at Alma College.
He earned a master’s degree from Oklahoma State in
1950 and a Ph.D. in chemistry from SUNY-Syracuse in
1953. He and his wife, Carlene Marks, were married for
57 years and had one son, Scott, and two granddaughters, Melissa and Emmy. Ralph and Carlene retired to
Durham, N.C., in 1979.
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Joan E. Brett Nixon ’48 of Ionia, Mich., died on Sept.
27, 2015. She was married to Rev. Robert C. Nixon ’47 for 65
years. He preceded her in death in 2014. They were active
members of the First Presbyterian Church in Ionia. She is
survived by two sons, David Nixon ’73 and Peter Nixon. Joan
was a member of the Heritage Society.
Robert James Collins ’51 died on May 15, 2016. He
earned a master’s degree and Ph.D. from Michigan State
University and worked as a pharmacologist at The Upjohn
Co. for many years. Jim loved playing golf, working on cars,
going birding, international travel and woodworking.

Who said coloring
books
are just for kids?
!
Everyone is goin
g
nuts for our new
Alma Scots colo
ring

book!

Karl Vasiloff ’52 died March 20, 2016. He graduated from
the University of Michigan Law School, worked in the state
attorney general’s office in Lansing, Mich., and did legal work
for various federal agencies, including the Department of
Defense, in Washington, D.C. In his retirement, Karl moved
back to his hometown of Haslett, Mich. He is survived by his
cousin Tsveta “Tootsie” Lambo, his sister-in-law Jerrie Vasiloff
and many nieces and nephews.
Ronald A Black ’53 of Athens, Ohio, died on Jan. 29,
2015. Ronald also attended the University of Michigan and
later worked at University of Detroit, Delta College, Michigan
State University and Ohio University College of Osteopathic
Medicine. Ron was a member of the First Presbyterian
Church, the Red Cross, Senior Beat, OU Emeriti Association,
Council on Aging, Senior Club, Couples Bridge and the
Visiting Nurses. Ron is survived by his wife of 59 years Mary
Jane Hart ’55, his five children Julie (Brooks) McGee, Brian
(Paula) Black, Lori (Anthony), Peter Black and Jennifer
Stewart, nine grandchildren and one great-grandchild. He
was preceded in death by his brother Donald Black and his
sister Marilyn Black Lambert.
Alice Raleigh ’53 died on March 23, 2016. She worked as
an elementary school teacher in New Lothrop for 35 years.
Alice is survived by her sister-in-law, Jane Raleigh, and 12
nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her
parents; three brothers and three sisters.
Raymond Lee Banwell ’54 of Elk Rapids died on March
10, 2016. Raymond met his wife of 63 years, Beverly Beattie
Banwell ’53, at Alma College. He also was a member of
Delta Gamma Tau fraternity. Raymond and Beverly had five
children, 16 grandchildren and 19 great grandchildren whom
Ray loved and cherished. Ray is survived by his wife Beverly;
children Bruce (Cindy), Richard (Valencia), Katherine (Al),
John (Rhonda) and Brenda, (Conne); his grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and many cousins, nieces and nephews.

Snag your own
Kick-back and free copy today at alma.edu
/
color your stre
ss away in Alm printables.
a College style

#ColorMePlaid

!
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IN MEMORIAM
Edward F. Hubbel ’54 of Richmond, Va., died April 23,
2015. Edward lived most of his life in Howell, Mich. In 2005
he and his wife moved to Lexington, Mich., where they
were members of the Trinity Episcopal Church and the
Lexington Arts Council. He is survived by his wife Judy
Ives Hubbel, sons Herbert (Dana) and Peter (Judy Siebel),
grandchildren Derek Herbert Hubbel, Lara Anne Hubbel
Patton and Alexandra May Hubbel, brothers John and
Robert, and sisters Patty Herrmann and Nancy Patterson.
David Zittel ’57 of Grand Blanc died April 2, 2016. David
was born in Pontiac, Mich. He played baseball and was
a member of Phi Phi Alpha fraternity during his time at
Alma College. David was preceded in death by his parents,
Frederick and Emma Gorte Zittel.
Steven Gills ’60 died on March 3, 2016. He was the father
of Jodi (Rayne) Gahlau, Jamie (Riki) Gills-Takenouchi and
Stacie (Kurt) Hookstra; the brother of Elizabeth Gills and
Georgia Peplaski; and the grandfather of Joshua Gahlau,
Kayla Gahlau, Sydney Hookstra, Noah Hookstra, Emma
Hookstra and Joi Takenouchi.

Douglas Foyteck ’63 died on April 28, 2016. He was a
water treatment specialist and retired from Momar, Inc. of
Atlanta, Ga. He was married to Karen Webb Foyteck ’63 for 54
years and was the father of Mark, Mike (Lisa) and Matt (Erin)
and grandfather of Lauren, Olivia and Andrew.
Dr. Robert “Bob” Hensel ’64 of Manistee died Sept.
7, 2015. After graduating from Alma and the University of
Michigan Medical School, he enlisted in the U.S. Navy. As
a Lieutenant Commander, Bob served as a medical doctor
in the Vietnam War. Once he returned home he became an
orthopedic surgeon and remained in practice for over 30
years. He loved to stand on the deck of a fishing boat in the
middle of Lake Michigan and fight with a king salmon on the
line for 30 minutes. Dr. Hensel is survived by his wife of 47 years;
daughter; two sons and spouses; two sisters, including LeeAnne
’70; mother; two grandsons; and one granddaughter.
Jon Hadley ’70 died March 11, 2016. He married Maddalena
"Maddy" Franklin ’71 and moved to Massachusetts where he
was a service advisor at Begetta VW. Between jobs in 1974,
he and his wife traveled across country in his Porsche 914

Let us hear from you !
The Tartan and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days. Please use this form to send your news about promotions,
honors, appointments, graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies. We will consider running photos, such as pictures of minireunions and old Alma College photographs, but due to limited space, we are not able to run baby or wedding photos. If you would like
former classmates to contact you, include your contact information. The content of Alumni News is the responsibility of the editor.

Name: _____________________________________________ Class Year:

________ Former Name: _______________________________

Address: __________________________________________________ Telephone: _______________________________________________
City: _____________________________ State: _____ Zip: ________ E-mail: __________________________________________________
Alumni notes: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ Please include my: ❒ Address

❒ Phone

Return to: Alumni Office, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599
Alumni notes can also be submitted online at: www.alma.edu/alumni-notes
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❒ E-mail

camping for seven weeks. He later
became service manager at Berkshire
Auto and worked for several engineering firms as a project administrator until he retired in 2004. He
is survived by his wife Maddy ’71,
son Jeff, daughter-in-law Megan and
granddaughter Lola.

Calvin Hilson ’06 died March 30,
2016, at the age of 32 as the result of
an auto accident. He played football
during his time at Alma College. He
met his future wife, Dori, in 2010 and
the two married in 2013. Together, they
have six children. Calvin was known
by everyone he met for his contagious
kindness and sweet spirit. He was preceded in death by his brother, Jeffrey
Hilson. He is survived by his grandmother, Elease Stanton; his parents,
Deborah and Augustus; his beloved
wife, Dori; and his six children, Liam
and Sofia Hilson, Cole and Lola Paige,
Ri’Chard Green and Royce Finley.

Invest in the Future
LAURIE ECCLES DEYOUNG ’04 AND MITCH
DEYOUNG ’04 MADE THE HEARTFELT DECISION
TO INCLUDE ALMA IN THEIR ESTATE PLANS.

A

planned gift is one of the most special things you can
do for your alma mater. When you plan for the future,
you invest in the next generation of innovators and
leaders. Estate planning creates a legacy that you and your loved ones
feel good about, and you can tailor your gift to fit your circumstances
and accomplish your goals. Please contact Bob Murray ’88, senior
director of planned giving, at (989) 463-7316 to learn more.

Lyndsey M. Piesko ’08 of
Frankenmuth, Mich., died Feb. 26,
2016, at the age of 29. A graduate of
Frankenmuth High School, Lyndsey
played volleyball and joined the Alpha
Xi Delta sorority during her time at
Alma. She coached volleyball following her college graduation and was at
Arsenal Volleyball Club. She also was
a member of the Frankenmuth United
Methodist Church. She is survived by
her parents, Gary and Cyndi Piesko;
a brother, Adam Piesko; grandparents Jim (Barb) Barger and Wanda
Piesko; and many uncles, aunts and
cousins. She was preceded in death
by a grandfather, Frank Piesko, and
grandmother, Marie Barger.
Richard “Ricky” N. Roth ’14 of
Romeo, Mich., died Saturday, April
23, 2016, at the age of 25. A gradate
of Romeo High School, Ricky played
football at Alma College and later held
coaching positions at both Alma and
Adrian College. He is survived by his
parents Richard and Pauline, and his
brothers Brian and Charles, as well as
his grandfather Joe and grandmother
Fran Marrone.❖

"Alma’s faculty, staff and administration work exceptionally hard to fulfill
the college’s mission, and they do a great job. But they need resources so
they can continue changing students’ lives. Our decision to include Alma in
our estate plans was met with sincere appreciation by the college."
— Laurie Eccles DeYoung '04
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Alma college alumni are proof that

Plaid Works
90 %

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING

of Alma’s 2015 graduates reported
working full time or enrolling in grad
school within six months of graduation.

98%

of the students in Alma’s 2015 graduating
class reported completing an internship,
independent research project, study
abroad or work or volunteer experience
relevant to their field of study during their
time at Alma. Most graduates had more
than one kind of experience.

THE ALMA
AMBASSADOR
PROGRAM
invites volunteers — i.e. “ambassadors” — to
assist Alma College in student recruitment,
engagement, retention and career assistance
activities. In the first year of the program, nearly

1,200
volunteers
registered as ambassadors, and ambassadors

referred more than 900 prospective students.

We’re No. 1

Alma College ranks first in the nation in the
percentage of students — 13.7 percent —
who participate in alternative break service
trips, according to Break Away, the national
organization that supports the development
of alternative break experiences that inspire
lifelong active citizenship.

