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Senior Presentations & Theses

T

here are three more opportunities to attend a
senior presentation. On Tuesday, April 5th,
there are two presentations, one at 4:00 and one at
4:30. Then on Tuesday and Thursday of next week,
Jacob Blazejewski and Christine Wiersma will
each give a 50-minute senior thesis presentation.
All talks are in SAC 113.
Tuesday, April 5th
Corey Bell: The New Rules for NFL Overtime
Jeremy Pawlowski: Isaac Newton’s Proof of
Heron’s Formula

Tuesday, April 12th (Senior Thesis)
Jacob Blazejewski: Modeling Reaction Rate
Constants of a Classical Chemical System

Thursday, April 14th (Senior Thesis)
Christine Wiersma: A Characterization of the
Geometry and Topology of RNA Junctions

Seniors On The Move

I

n a few short weeks, our
seniors will begin the
next chapters of their lives,
and here are their plans.
Corey Bell will be student teaching in
Breckenridge next fall, and then he’ll pursue a
career in teaching and coaching.
Julian Birge will be working next year; he’ll also
study for the GRE and apply to grad schools in
hopes of beginning a master’s program in fall 2017.
Jacob Blazejewski plans to attend grad school in
the fall to pursue a Ph.D. in applied math.
Austin Bryan will be looking for a job in an IT
related field.

Jace Buell will be looking for a programming job
in the mid-Michigan area.
Joanna Delpaz will be moving to Chicago to start
a job as a Credit Analyst at Wintrust Bank.
Jared Dennis will pursue a job in programming or
database management.
Joe Espie plans to find a job as a software
developer somewhere in the state of Michigan.
Will Germain will, hopefully, be teaching high
school math and physics along with coaching.
Laura Kelly will be student teaching in Lansing
next fall, and then she’ll look for a secondary
math/Spanish teaching position.
Andrew Kenger will look for a programming job.
Lillie Miller plans on working as an underwriter or
a financial representative in the Lansing area.
Jason McKelvey is headed to Michigan State to
pursue a master’s degree in Industrial Mathematics.
Mason Molesky will pursue a master’s degree in
Cybersecurity at George Washington University.
Jeremy Pawlowski is looking for a job in the
Lansing area.
Jamey Paron is planning on attending med school;
if not next year, then the following year.
Krystle Reiss will begin a Ph.D. program in
theoretical chemistry at Yale.
Allison Smith plans to get a job in Chicago.
Jeremy Weber will be attending Duke University
Med School, where he’ll be working on a master’s
degree in biostatistics.
Christine Wiersma plans to attend grad school in
the fall in hopes of earning a Ph.D. in applied math.
The faculty in the Department of Mathematics
and Computer Science wishes you well.

New Math Club Officers

W

hen you return to campus next fall, the Math
Club will have a new set of officers:
President:
Vice Pres:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Alex Hall
Heidi Michael
Cheyenne Kalfsbeek
Tarcie Watkins

Should we consider x10 = 18 ? If we do, then
x1 = x2 = x3 = x 4 = 8 and x5 = x6 = x7 = x8 = x9 = 10 ,
and our mean, median, mode, and range are all 10.
€
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Math Team Heads to Hope

N

ext Saturday, the team of Jason McKelvey,
Luke Bent, and Jack Regan will represent
Alma College at the Lower Michigan Math
Competition, held at Hope College. Last year, our
team placed 3rd at the L.M.M.C.

Solution to the Previous Puzzle

T

he mean, median, range, and unique mode of a
collection of ten integers are all equal to 10.
What is the largest integer that can be an element
of this collection? Please provide a convincing
argument for your answer.

Thank You Christine
& Jacob
€

W

e have been fortunate this past year to have
Christine Wiersma and Jacob Blazejewski
serve as student assistants for the Almagest. They
have done a great job writing articles about
interesting topics. We thank you for all of your
hard work, and we wish you the best as you head
off to grad school.

Puzzle of the Bi-week: Just for Fun

U

sing common mathematical symbols and
exactly four fours, it is possible to create
arithmetic expressions for every integer from 0 to
100. For example, we can say:
4!+4
4!
68 =
− 4 or 68 = + 4 ⋅ 4 .
.4
.4
Your job is to create similar arithmetic expressions
using exactly four fours for 13, 30, and 33
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Student assistants: Christine Wiersma/Jacob Blazejewski
Faculty advisor: Tim Sipka
Distribution: Deb Smith

Suppose the ten integers are represented as:
x1 ≤ x 2 ≤ x 3 ≤ x 4 ≤ x 5 ≤ x 6 ≤ x 7 ≤ x 8 ≤ x 9 ≤ x10 .

Then recall:
x1 + x 2 + x 3 + ...+ x10
10
x + x6
median = 5
(the middle value)
2
range = x10 − x1
mean =
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mode = the value that occurs most often
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Bennett DuBois received the prize for the last
puzzle. Bennett wrote:
The solution is 18. Knowing the median and mode
are both 10, we conclude x5 = x6 = 10 . If the
range, x10 − x1 , equals 10, this limits the maximum
value to be possibly 20. This makes the mean a
minimum of 11, then.
€ x = 19 and x = 9 , and
Should we consider
10
1
€ knowing x = x = 10 , then our minimum possible
5
6
mean is 10.5, so x10 ≠ 19 .
€
€
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If you would like to submit an announcement or a
short article, please send it via e-mail to Tim
Sipka (sipka@alma.edu).

