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First Colloquium – September 22nd

Welcome New Math Profs

O

lease extend a warm welcome to our new
colleagues in the Department of Math & C.S.:
Drs. Morgan Fonley and Brad Westgate.

n November 24, 2014, online hackers
executed a successful cyber operation against
Sony Pictures Entertainment, stealing and publicly
releasing confidential and personal information on
the company’s employees
and their families, email
messages, executive salaries
and unpublished movies. The
hackers allegedly took over
100 terabytes of data
although only 200 gigabytes has been released.
Massive data breaches have become commonplace:
Snapchat, Target, Home Depot, Anthem, TJ Maxx,
Adobe and Ashley Madison. What is
cybersecurity? Who are the hackers and what is
their motivation? How is stolen information used?
How can we protect computer systems from
attack?
Bryan Scheiber will answer these
questions through a case study of the Sony Pictures
Entertainment attack and provide an inside look at
how cybersecurity professionals approach the
complex digital environment to identify, mitigate
and respond to advanced cyber threats.

“Cybersecurity, Hacking, and the Era of
Massive Data Breaches”
Date:
Time:
Place:

Tuesday, September 22nd
4:00
SAC 113

Refreshments at 3:50.
Mr. Scheiber graduated from Alma in 2012 with a
B.S. in computer science and has an M.S. in
computer science from George Washington
University. He is currently the Chief Information
Officer for the Privacy and Civil Liberties
Oversight Board in Washington, D.C.

P

Dr. Fonley is originally from northeast Iowa and
received a Ph.D. in 2015 from the University of
Iowa in Applied Mathematics and Computational
Sciences. Her field of application is civil
engineering—in which she holds a B.S.—with a
specific focus on hydrologic models. Morgan loves
to teach and her
favorite aspect of her
time in the classroom
is interacting with
each of her students.
Since her recent arrival, Morgan has
enjoyed walking (also
biking and jogging) around Alma with her dog,
husband, and son, Seamus.
Dr. Westgate received a Ph.D. in Operations
Research from Cornell University in 2013. For the past
two years he has taught math
and statistics at Mount
Holyoke College in Massachusetts.
He
studied
engineering at Olin College
as an undergraduate. His
interests include Bayesian
statistics and data mining,
and he is currently working on a project estimating
travel times and routes taken by ambulances. Brad
grew up in southern New Hampshire. He enjoys
sports, including soccer and basketball, and card
games.

Taco Party

The Math Club is Back

A

T

ll computer science and mathematics students
are invited to the annual taco party on
Wednesday, September 23rd
at Dr. Molina’s house. This is
always a great time of fabulous
food, perplexing puzzles, and
deep dialogue. The party starts
at 5:30 p.m., but feel free to
come a bit later if you have a
class that meets in the late afternoon (e.g. Kiltie
band). Dr. Molina’s house is a short walk from
campus at 520 Woodworth Ave. If you need
directions, see Mrs. Smith in SAC 224.

Where’s Maple?

he Math Club is back and will soon be having
its regular meetings. Look for announcements
of meeting times posted in classrooms and
mentioned in the newsletter. If you have any
questions, please see Christine Wiersma (Pres.).

Puzzle of the Bi-week

Y

our eccentric math teacher, Mr. Matt Amatics,
leaves for school every morning at 6:28 am,
which is close to 2 π . If he drives an average
speed of 30 miles per hour, he is 10 minutes late.
If he drives an average speed of 60 miles per hour,
he is 10 minutes early. What speed should he av€
erage in order to arrive at school exactly on time?

M

aple, the computer algebra
system used in all sections of
calculus, is located in the following labs:
SAC 212:
SAC 117:
Kapp 160:
Kapp 151:

17 mac desktops (C.S. lab)
16 mac desktops & 20 laptops
3 mac desktops
8 mac desktops (P-Chem lab)

Fall Colloquia Schedule

M

ake room in your schedule this term for our
fall colloquia. The Math & C.S. Dept. has
scheduled a series of six interesting talks this term.
Sept. 22: “Cybersecurity”
Mr. Bryan Scheiber (PCLOB)
Oct. 8:

“Our Summer Research Experiences”
Jacob Blazejewski, Krystle Reiss,
and Christine Wiersma

Oct. 22 “The Cauchy Functional Equation”
Dr. David Gaebler (Hillsdale College)
Nov. 3: “Introduction to Data Mining”
Dr. Brad Westgate (Alma College)
Nov. 16: “Hydrologic Models”
Dr. Morgan Fonley (Alma College)
Dec. 2: “Modeling March Madness”
Dalton Potter (senior presentation)

All talks begin at 4:00 in SAC 113.

A prize of $2.00 will be awarded to the 1st student
who submits a correct solution to Prof. Sipka.
Student assistant: Christine Wiersma
Faculty advisor: Tim Sipka
Distribution:
Deb Smith
If you would like to submit an announcement or a
short article, please send it via e-mail to Tim
Sipka (sipka@alma.edu).

