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A new era of STEM education at Alma
A digital nature trail, the tagging of “Alma” the snowy owl, summer
science camps and a new science scholars program are among recent
e-STEM initiatives funded by grants from the National Science
Foundation and The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow Foundation.

The Posey Global Program: Igniting a
passion for understanding

is published in spring and fall
for alumni, parents, students
and other friends of the college. This issue also can be
found online at: alma.edu/
accents
Comments may be sent to
Mike Silverthorn, Accents
editor, Alma College, 614
W. Superior St., Alma, MI
48801-1599, or via e-mail:
silverthorn@alma.edu.

Alma encourages its students to look beyond Michigan’s boundaries.
The Posey Global Leadership Scholarship provides opportunities for
Alma students to travel anywhere in the world and complete a selfdesigned project. Here are a few of their stories.

Fabrice Constant: KCP mentor
It’s not easy being the first in one’s family to go to college. Fortunately,
Fabrice Constant had plenty of mentors to help him along the way —
and that’s why he’s doing the same for others as a King-Chavez-Parks
peer mentor.

Meet the new MIAA commissioner
Penny Allen-Cook envisions more sports sponsorships and enhanced
visibility for the nation’s oldest athletic conference. “I would like to
see us create sportsmanship, leadership development and celebratory
events that others in DIII will want to emulate,” she says.

Restoring women’s lives — and an
historic house
Rae Sloss Green ’83 and David Green ’84 have restored the Sanford
House, a 168-year-old pre-American Civil War mansion in Grand
Rapids, as a private treatment center for women struggling with
substance abuse.

Not once, but twice: Alma alumni garner
top education awards
Kurt Sutton ’99 and Jeremey Whan ’93 are the 2013 and 2014 Michigan Principal of the Year recipients. Teaching “is the most important
job there is, to give students the tools to realize what they have inside
themselves, and how they can unlock their own potentials.”

www.alma.edu
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A COMMITMENT TO ENHANCING
ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT
PRESIDENT ABERNATHY CAN
BE REACHED SEVERAL WAYS:
abernathyj@alma.edu
facebook.com/almapresident
twitter.com/jeffabernathy
www.alma.edu/offices/president
(989) 463-7146

One of the most enjoyable (and important)
parts of my job as a college president is to serve
as a bridge between students and alumni. Alma
students are smart, enthusiastic, ambitious and
technologically advanced. They tell me about
the classes they find most rewarding and the
co-curricular experiences that reinforce what
they learn in classrooms or labs.
They talk about the nonacademic aspects of
campus life that are so meaningful – athletics, Greek life, student organizations,
volunteer opportunities and the day-to-day
moments of connection with others who
share their interests and values. And they
talk about their dreams and sometimes their
fears for the future.
Alumni can play an essential role in helping
the college recruit students suited to Alma.
Prospective students and their parents want
to know how an Alma College education has
helped others reach their personal and professional goals. For Alma’s current students,
alumni can be great resources for internships
and work opportunities and with common
sense guidance for adjusting from college to
work or graduate school. We need your help
with these endeavors.
The college is committed to enhancing alumni
engagement. In recent weeks, we have had
several conversations on campus, at Board of
Trustees’ meetings and in alumni gatherings
about how to effectively connect alumni with
prospective and current students as well as with
each other.
There are excellent examples of alumni who
have found distinctive ways to serve the college:
• Devon Anthony ’09 is the president of the
Alumni Board, involved in developing
strategy to engage alumni and recognize
participation. Be sure to read her guest
column in this issue of Accents.

4

accents

• Karen Asner ’89 took the initiative to develop an alumni network in the New York
City area and has been the driving force
in building those connections. She uses
LinkedIn as a way to connect with area
alumni and opens her home for gatherings and to students who are visiting New
York. In addition, Karen serves on the
Alma College Board of Trustees.
• Art Bova ’68 has spoken with many students groups, most recently with pre-law
students, sharing his experiences as an attorney, discussing the courses that he found
helpful in his career, and encouraging them
to take advantage of the travel opportunities Alma provides. He also donated a wonderful painting to the college’s collection.
• Cardell Johnson ’02 has recently begun
working with the Center for Student Opportunity in planning for a more robust internship program. He meets with students
to discuss his own career path, emphasizing
how Alma’s liberal arts education helped
him to take advantage of different developmental opportunities. Cardell is also a
member of the Alma College Board of
Trustees.
• Kyle Travis ’09 serves on panels for admissions event days to respond to questions
from prospective students and their families
about his Alma College experience. He has
also been a scholarship selection interviewer
for business students – something that we
hope to expand to other disciplines in the
future.
• Brothers from TKE, DGT and ZE fraternities have banded together to respond to
housing needs on campus. They have taken
active roles in raising funds for new fraternity houses and reinvigorating the Greek
alumni advisory boards.

WE POSTED:

In addition to these specific examples, many
alumni write letters, attend college fairs, or
make phone calls to reach out to prospective
students in their geographic or interest area.
We all experience “seasons” in our lives when
we can contribute in different ways. We know
that our newest alumni — those recent graduates
who walked across the stage in Smith Arena on
April 18 — are probably not in a position to give
a large financial gift. However, we can all show
our Alma pride. Put an Alma College window
cling on your car. Connect with the college on
LinkedIn. Share our Facebook posts. Retweet.
These are simple ways to start conversations
about good things happening at Alma.
Giving to Alma College is more than simply
writing a check to the Alma Fund each year (although we definitely need those too). There are
many enthusiastic alumni who want to become
more involved with the college and frankly, we
haven’t always captured that interest as well as
we can. We are committed to changing that.
During the next several months, we’ll be announcing new strategies and structures that will
support greater alumni engagement. As we explore new possibilities, I encourage you look for
the opportunities that make sense for you at this
time in your life. We welcome your ideas about
how you can give back to this place that you love.
Working together, we can make the Alma College experience even better for our current and
future students.

Jeff Abernathy
President

Happy #FlashbackFriday! We’ve been seeing
a lot of excitement among our students — and
nostalgic posts from our alumni — about walkouts tonight! What Greek organization were (or
are) you a part of, and how did it impact you?

YOU SAID:
Emalee (Sutherland) Rose ’04: Phi Sigma Sigma 2001-04, sisterhood, friendship, a support system that still exists, and real leadership experiences I could talk about in a job interview before I had
any work experience.
Martha (Schaefer) Wasen ’99: Gamma Phi Beta class of 1999. Great
memories and great friends. It was one of the best decisions I made.
Still friends with my sisters. Great times!
Mary C Moe ’78: Still very close to several Alpha Theta ladies. After
42 years, we still get together at least once a year and laugh ALOT!!! It
was here I learned I could not rock gray and pink!!!
Rachel Pappas ’02: I am a proud Alpha Gamma Delta alum, a Zeta
Sigma sister and I married a TKE. My Greek experience made me a
stronger person and helped to bring me out of my shell. I will always
treasure my days at Alma College as an Alpha Gam!
Katie (Stevens) Schumm ’02: Kappa Iota (1999-2002) taught me how
strong and fiercely independent women could come together and support each other without conformity. Instant Karma.
Nick Holliday ’01: Phi Phi Alpha, Kappa Iota and Sigma Chi runs in my
family. Regardless of where you ended up, the Greek system in Alma
is one to be proud of and I wouldn’t trade those days for anything.
Julie Powers ’93: Alpha Gamma Delta, Zeta Nu Chapter (Alma College)
and my involvement has continued well beyond my graduation! I’ve
been a volunteer with the Alpha Gamma Delta International Fraternity
since 1996 and now I’m a Province Director after serving as the Alma
College Alpha Gam Chapter Advisor for 14 years. I’ve made friends all
over the world and it’s the best (non-paying) job I’ve ever had.

www.alma.edu
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CAMPUS NEWS
STUDENT NEWS
Below: Participants in the
December alternative break in
Tuscon, AZ, worked to raise
awareness about border initiatives and immigration issues.

Alma makes national service
honor roll … again!
For the seventh straight year,
Alma College received national
recognition for its commitment to
volunteerism and service. Alma
College was admitted to the 2014
President’s Higher Education
Community Service Honor Roll
for engaging students, faculty and
staff in meaningful service.
Exemplary projects include the Alternative Break program, in which
students, faculty and staff serve in
a variety of ways during winter
and spring breaks; the Explore/
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Mentor PLUS (People Learning and Uniting in Service) After
School Program, where college
students provide homework help,
enrichment classes and recreation
activities for Alma middle and
high school students; and the College Access Summer Challenge, in
which college students guide local
youth through an exploration of
careers and college majors via field
trips to college campuses in coordination with visits to museums
and zoos.

Alma students offer
TEDx conference
An entirely
student-run TEDx
event was held on
Alma’s campus
in January. (TED
stands for technology, entertainment
and design, and the
x indicates that the conference is independently organized.) TEDx events provide
forums for speakers to share ideas with a
local audience that are then posted to the
web to provide broader access. At TEDxAlmaCollege, alumni and faculty drew
upon their personal and career experiences to share with the 100 attendees. The
event was organized by Justin Closs ’15.

F A C U LT Y N E W S

Public Affairs plans
Intergenerational
Health Conference
Students in Alma’s Public Affairs Institute are planning an international conference Sept. 11-13, 2015, to discuss what
is known about risks for people who are
exposed to fire retardants and pesticides
and the policies that were ineffective in
preventing environmental contamination. The Intergenerational Risk from
Environmental Contamination Conference invites anyone interested in environmental exposures, including public health
experts, academics, students, community
members to register online at: www.alma.
edu/health-conference.

F A C U LT Y N E W S

Proceedings of Human Rights
Conference published
A recently released book titled Montesino’s
Legacy, co-edited by Alma faculty members Ed
Lorenz and Dana Aspinall and former faculty
member Michael Raley, includes a collection
of essays shared at the 2011 Universal Human
Rights Conference that Alma College hosted
in Washington, D.C. The conference brought
together human rights scholars to discuss the
themes and contemporary relevance of Dominican Antonio de Montesino’s famous sermon
of 1511 in defense of the rights of indigenous
Amerindians. About 40 Alma College students
attended the 2011 conference and assisted with
planning. Several alumni from the greater Washington, D.C., area, also attended and participated
in conference sessions.

CAMPUS NEWS

Friesner named
chief financial officer
“He also is a creative leader and forward
thinker who has demonstrated the ability
to build teams and encourage staff development. His familiarity with the mission and
values of Alma College is an added bonus.”

After 35 years in business and
finance positions, including 18 years
as a senior financial services executive, Todd Friesner ’79 has returned
to his alma mater as vice president
for finance and administration.
“Todd brings extensive experience
as a senior executive with a proven
track record in the areas of budgeting, management, financial services
and strategic planning,” says Alma
College President Jeff Abernathy.

From 2007 to the present, Friesner was
senior vice president and Great Lakes
Division manager for Wells Fargo Dealer
Services, an automobile finance company,
responsible for the management and oversight of seven regional business centers.
Previously, he held senior vice president
positions with National City Corporation
and Key Bank.
“I’m thrilled to be part of the Alma College community again,” says Friesner, a
member of the Alma College Athletics
Hall of Fame whose academic experience
included double majors in business administration and history.

CAMPUS NEWS

International
recruiter joins
Admissions
staff
Carol Mandzik joins the Alma
College admissions staff as
director of international recruitment. Her appointment begins
May 1, 2015.
“Diversifying our campus
learning environment has been
a key goal that we have made
great strides toward in our
Strategic Plan,” says Bob Garcia,
vice president for enrollment.
“International recruitment is a
centerpiece to continued success
in this area. Carol brings great
international recruitment experience and knowledge to Alma.”
Mandzik has served as director
of international recruitment at
the University of Maine (20122015), director of international
education at State University
of New York-Oneonta (20082012), director of international
programs at the University of
North Carolina at Pembroke
(2007) and director of international programs at Husson
College (2003-2007).

www.alma.edu
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Since receiving a $5 million grant for STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) education from The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow
Foundation last summer, Alma College faculty have been busy putting into
place a variety of educational and outreach initiatives as part of the new
“e-STEM” initiative. Here’s an overview of recent efforts.

NSF AWARDS $622,000
FOR STEM SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
More scholarship dollars are
available for incoming science, technology, engineering
and mathematics students
at Alma College thanks to a
$622,000 grant from the
National Science Foundation.
The grant will fund the Alma College
Science Scholars program, which will
award scholarships to qualified incoming
students in Fall 2015 and Fall 2016. The
annual awards of up to $7,000 are renewable
for four years, for a maximum benefit of
$28,000 per student.
Academically qualified students with
financial need who major in a STEM field
are eligible for the awards, with preference
also given to members of underrepresented
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groups and first-generation students.
Recipients will be designated Alma
College Science Scholars.
“This major grant by the National
Science Foundation is further evidence
that Alma College has become a leader
in STEM education,” says John Davis,
professor of integrative physiology and
health science and co-investigator of
the grant with Dave Clark, professor
of biology.
“The National Science Foundation is
interested in getting more students to
graduate in the STEM majors to fill
the tremendous national need for more
STEM graduates,” says Davis. “One
of the roadblocks for many students is
money — families who struggle with
the cost of tuition. I especially like this
grant because the money goes back
entirely to the students.”

The Science Scholars program will
build on the positive outcomes of
Alma’s NSF-supported PRISM Program that was designed to enhance
the first-year experience and engage
students in undergraduate research,
says Davis. Alma also has established
the e-STEM initiative, supported by
last summer’s $5 million grant from
The Herbert H. and Grace A. Dow
Foundation to address the national
demand for more graduates trained in
STEM fields.
Over the past six years, the college has
received more than $6 million in external grant funding for STEM education.
In addition to providing student scholarships, the Science Scholars program
will provide a first-year seminar for
the scholarship recipients, professional
mentors, career counseling, opportunities to be a peer mentor for other
science students, distinctive funded research opportunities, and opportunities
for interacting with visiting scholars
and researchers.

Below: Mike Bishop teaches local
elementary students about birds
at Forest Hill Nature Center.

CREATING A DIGITAL NATURE TRAIL
The Forest Hill Nature Center,
located just a few miles northwest of the Alma campus, has
been a valuable educational resource over the years not only
for Alma College science and
education students but also for
local elementary and middle
school science teachers.
With funding from the Dow
grant, Dave Clark plans to
blanket the nature center with
wireless wi-fi coverage so that
students can input scientific
data from the field for downloading to the Dow Digital
Science Center (DDSC), a new

space within Alma’s existing
Dow Science Center.
“This summer we will be
creating a digital nature trail
at Forest Hill,” says Clark, the
Charles A. Dana Professor of
Biology and director of the
DDSC. “We will have several
locations where students can
input data that is then uploaded to the DDSC and made
available to science teachers in
area schools. The teachers will
develop lesson plans based on
these stations.”
Plans for the first phase of the
project involve the develop-

ment of three data stations at Forest Hill:
• A focal tree will be wired with sensors that will
enable users to capture data relevant to temperature, light changes and biological processes.
Schoolchildren interested in tree biology will have
access to environmental data on tree activity.
• A time-lapse camera will focus on a turtle basking log. Users will be able to plot data relevant
to turtle basking behavior, such as the number
of turtles and their movements correlated with
temperature and cloud cover.
• An environmental water buoy system with sensors
in the Forest Hill pond will capture pH, Co2, light
levels and other data relevant to water quality and
chemistry.

Alma College’s ASPIRE summer
research program engages students in
science research before they even step
foot on campus. Prior to their freshman year, selected students are invited
to begin their academic journey at
Alma with a one-week immersion in
science research with Alma faculty and
other students. ASPIRE was launched
in 2009 through the previous NSFfunded PRISM program — Positive
Routes In Science and Mathematics.

“We will eventually expand our digital stations to
other locations, such as the college’s bog west of campus, but Forest Hill will be the site where elementary
and middle school teachers can access digital data for
their lesson plans,” says Clark. “The eventual digital
stations will support research-based projects for
Alma College students.”
The DDSC provides space for Alma College students and faculty to analyze the environmental data.
Large 80-inch monitors in the Dow Science Center
lobby will provide a consistent visual data feed from
Forest Hill Nature Center and other remote sensor
projects, including wildlife cameras from national
zoos and other locations.

www.alma.edu
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Dr. Bishop prepares to
release a male kestrel
that has been equipped
with a transmitter.

WHAT IS THE DOW DIGITAL
SCIENCE CENTER (DDSC)?
A major component of the e-STEM initiative is the creation of the DDSC, a physical structure within Alma’s
existing Dow Science Center that will be a place for the
collection and storage of data and remote sensing instrumentation. Linking data from remote sensors in the
field to the DDSC will immerse high school and college
students and faculty in STEM research.

MEET ALMA, THE SNOWY OWL

In his research on
kestrels, Bishop and his
students have for the
past nine years attached
battery-powered VHF
transmitters to the birds.
But the devices were
short-lived, and finding
the kestrels meant tracking them in the field.
This past winter, Bishop
was able to purchase a
more advanced solarpowered satellite transmitter with funds from
the Dow grant.
“With a satellite transmitter, you can observe data
from a computer,” says
Bishop. “We use a harness, like a backpack, to attach the transmitter to the
kestrel. Because it is solar powered, the
transmitter can last three to four years.
The goal is to track the birds in winter
and during their breeding seasons.”
Kestrels nest in Michigan in the summers. While a majority of the birds migrate to the Gulf States in the winter,
some stay in Michigan.
“We are at the northern edge of their
winter territory range,” says Bishop.
“The breeding range for kestrels is
very extensive, extending from South
America to Canada.”

photo courtesy of Richard Keith

Students and faculty at Alma College are tracking the movements of
“Alma,” a snowy owl outfitted with a
satellite transmitter that was purchased
with funds from the e-STEM grant.
Biology faculty member Mike Bishop
also tags kestrels — a small American falcon — as part of his on-going
research on bird populations.
“Alma” was captured at the Gerald R.
Ford Airport in Grand Rapids by one
of the founders of Project SNOWstorm, a group of owl experts who
are tracking the owls to learn more
about their movements and behavior.
“Alma” was the first owl in Michigan

10

accents

to be fitted with a satellite tag. The
transmitter will log the owl’s location
and the data sent to researchers.
Snowy owls spend their summers in
the Arctic but sometimes fly south in
the winter. Most years, a few dozen
snowy owls visit the Great Lakes region. The last two winters, however,
have seen hundreds of snowy owls in
Michigan — providing an opportunity for researchers to capture and
tag them.
Alma students will map “Alma’s”
movements through the data collected
at the Dow Digital Science Center,
says Bishop.

Bishop has noticed behavior differences between kestrels that winter
in the south vs. those that remain in
northern regions. He wants to research
why those differences exist.
“Here, they are more nomadic because
prey resources are depleted quickly,
and the birds move on,” says Bishop.
“They also are more tolerant of one
another here than in the south. With
the data transmitters, we want to document their behavior and see why there
are differences.
“The data we collect is primarily
their location,” he says. “How much
time do the kestrels stay in one place?
The information from the satellite
transmitters will be downloaded to the
Dow Digital Science Center. We will
use mapping software to determine
locations and dates for the birds.”

LET'S GO CAMPING!
The Herbert H. and Grace A Dow
Foundation grant provides funding for the sponsorship of summer science camps that engage
K-12 students with age-appropriate science experiences. The
camps, free of charge for students
and educators, will feature side-byside research with Alma College faculty as well as time to design DDSC
projects for K-12 schools. Alma is
hosting its first STEM-related summer camps in 2015.
Science and Math Explorers Week
June 15-19, 2015: Students in grades
2-5 will explore topics in mathematics, science and engineering in a day
camp setting. The programming

includes a variety of hands-on experiences and activities.
Research Experience (CORE)
June 22-July 24, 2015: CORE is a
four-week program for middle and
high school teachers and students.
Each teacher may bring one student
from his or her school. Each team,
composed of one teacher, one
student, one Alma faculty member
and one Alma student, will conduct
side-by-side research using state-ofthe-art equipment in the college’s
new Dow Digital Science Center.
Science Olympiad Week
June 22-26, 2015: Alma College faculty and Science Olympiad coaches
will help students and teams become

more familiar with program rules,
the engineering and physics behind
events, and how to create awardwinning projects.
e-STEM Research Week
July 20-24, 2015: High school and
middle school students will apply
CORE standards and their knowledge of science and mathematics
while addressing real world issues.
Each team will work alongside
Alma College faculty and students
as they complete a mini-project in a
STEM discipline in laboratories on
campus and in the field. The results
of the projects will be presented at
the close of the week.

SARAH COX: DISCOVERING
NEW KNOWLEDGE
Sarah Cox ’15 faced a tough choice
when she was finishing up her senior
year. The biology major received
graduate school offers from the Ph.D.
programs at the University of Michigan, Michigan State University, Ohio
State University, the University of
Notre Dame and Purdue University.
After some deliberation, Cox chose the
doctorate degree in chemistry from
the University of Michigan, where she
earned a full graduate assistantship to
cover all tuition costs for the program.
Cox credits her research experiences at
Alma for making her stand out to the
top graduate schools in the Midwest.
During her time at Alma, Cox participated in the University of Michigan’s
material chemistry research program,
funded by the National Science
Foundation Research Experience for
Undergraduates program. She helped
to discover a new molecular gelator
using computational methods to predict
possible gel forming molecules. She
then synthesized and screened for successful gelators.
Cox also participated in five semesters
of on-campus research, beginning in her

sophomore year, working with organic
synthesis of prostaglandin inhibitors.
“Everything I have learned about
chemistry, I learned at Alma,” she says.
“Dr. Scott Hill taught me a lot of lab
skills and tricks that he learned through
his experience. Some of the graduate
students I was working with in the
summers now use techniques I brought
with me from Alma in their own
research labs.”
Sarah ultimately would like to be a professor at a small liberal arts college much
like Alma or enter into a career in the
chemical industry after she is finished
earning her doctorate degree.
“If I become a professor, I would present the information in the same manner
that I learned it at Alma,” she says.
“Classes made sense to me, and I was
excited to learn more about the topics
and get more involved in doing actual
research on these topics.”
Outside of the lab, Cox also was a
member and captain of the Alma College cheer and STUNT teams. She also
worked as the student operator for the
facilities office and a chemistry tutor and
teaching assistant, sharing her knowledge with other students on campus.

www.alma.edu
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“True global leadership comes with
understanding. Understanding comes from
listening, from creating personal relationships with people,
and from respecting
those people.”

ACADEMICS

THE

— Jessica Drife ’17

POSEY

GL PROGRAM
BAL
Alma encourages its students to look beyond
Michigan’s boundaries. The Posey Global Leadership Scholarship provides opportunities for
Alma students to travel anywhere in the world
and complete a self-designed project. Since
2006, a total of 189 students have been funded
through Posey-Global for research and service
projects in 42 countries, for a total cost of more
than $783,000. Here are a few of their stories.
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KELSEE BRINKLOW ’17:
PRESERVING GHANAIAN CULTURE
AGAINST WESTERNIZATION

GHANA

The Ghanaians graciously
welcomed her into their
homes; their hospitality was
unlike anything she had ever
experienced.
“What Ghanaian culture has
to offer the world is a glimpse
of the life that truly matters,”
says Brinklow. “There are
people who place others before money, who place community before independence,
and who place their higher
powers and their loved ones
above all else.

“I was immersed in exactly what I had set out to
experience: a raw dose of Ghanaian reality,” says
Kelsee Brinklow ’17. “Never had anything broken
my heart so severely; yet, never had anything left
me feeling so full.
“Nothing hurt me more than having beautiful,
young Ghanaian girls say they wished for my life
and appearance over their own, or having the
majority of the school children say they intend to
become pilots or air-hostesses so they may spend
their life anywhere but Ghana,” says Brinklow.

“In Ghana, there are children
who crave education more
than junk food and who seek
entertainment from others and their environment
versus the latest technological
release. Life has never made
more sense to me then when
I experienced the way it is
lived by these people.”

Brinklow is determined to preserve the indigenous
culture from the destruction of Westernization
through her work as a future educator.
“Their warped perception that the U.S. holds the
answer to every problem left me inexplicably saddened,” she says. “I refuse to allow this to be the influence my people will have on the world and am now
determined to dedicate my efforts to changing it.”

BOLIVIA

ALEIA MCKESSY ’15:
WHEN PLAYING IS WHAT CHILDREN NEED MOST
For her second Posey Global experience,
Aleia McKessy ’15 volunteered at an
orphanage in Bolivia. She assisted the
teacher and played with the younger
children, giving them much-needed
adult interaction.
Not all children are treated well at
orphanages in the area, McKessy learned,
but those at Cidadela Orphanage were.
Working with the children wasn’t easy;
some had aggression problems and
others had special needs and sometimes
distracted the other children because they
had nowhere else to go. At first, McKessy
felt like she wasn’t doing enough for the
children by simply playing with them.

“It didn’t occur to me until about halfway into my trip that having someone
to play and interact with was all the
kids needed,” she says. “They had food
and were getting an education, but they
didn’t have anyone, on a day-to-day
basis, to have fun with. Being from a
place where that is not an issue, it was
hard to understand that it was play that
the children needed from me.”
“I got even more passionate about international adoption, which is what I hope
to go into, and about the way children
all over the world live,” says McKessy.

www.alma.edu
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SOUTH AFRICA

RYAN WEAVER ’16:
OBSERVING THE PEOPLE AND
ANIMALS ON A NATURE RESERVE

“One of the funniest things I saw on the
reserve was a baby elephant trying to
feed,” says Weaver. “It takes 1-2 years for
elephants to develop their trunk muscles,
and this little fellow was not getting it. He
could grab trunkfuls of grass, but instead
of reaching his mouth, he threw it over
his head. His mother eventually had to
feed him.”

Ryan Weaver ’16 spent a month at the
Karongwe Nature Reserve in South Africa. He was a part of a team that used radio
telemetry to track the “big five” species
in the reserve: lions, cheetahs, leopards,
elephants and rhinos.

Weaver learned that Chinese drug lords
entice the South African poor to poach rhinos for their horns. He learned firsthand
about a neck disease spreading amongst
the giraffes when a park ranger had to
shoot a one-year-old calf so the disease
wouldn’t spread. He also learned about the
impact of tourists on the reserve.
“They usually were rich white tourists
from America or Britain, and had no
respect for the wildlife,” he says. “They
would ask their drivers to get closer to the
lions to get a better picture, even though

TRACY OBERLE ’16:
WHEN COMPETITIVE BUSINESS MODELS
DON’T WORK, TRY COOPERATIVES
Tracy Oberle ’16 studied
the cooperative movement
in northern Italy and Pula,
Croatia.
“The key to successful
cooperative businesses is collaboration and respect,” says
Oberle. “This is not common
in many traditional business
models because it is a ladder;
you have to step on a few
people to make it to the top.”

about it. Oberle visited
small towns and villages
that are run as cooperatives, and learned that they
thrived even in the wake of
the recession.

“Instead of laying-off mass
amounts of workers, they collectively agreed on taking a
pay cut in order to keep every
member of their business employed,” she says. “The sense
of community was something
In cooperative business
models, the workers are also I have never felt before.”
owners of the business and Oberle and the other stumake democratic decisions dents are in the process of
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developing course modules that Michigan college
professors can use in their
classrooms to teach students
about cooperative models.
They hope that cooperative enterprises could
be catalysts for Michigan’s
economy, and are hoping to
host a conference at Alma
about cooperatives.
“This trip gave me a new
passion for economics and
solving the problems that
face our nation’s economy
today,” says Oberle.

it would upset the lions. They made me
ashamed of my culture and how the
world views the U.S.
“I felt it was unfair how the reserve was
organized. To me, it felt like a segregated
Disneyworld for rich tourists.”
The only locals he saw worked as guides,
and although the reserve was created by
and run by South African farmers, the
local communities didn’t have access to it.
He could sense the echoes of apartheid;
he noticed that most people of color lived
in slums.
“After my trip, I have continued to
research racial disparities in South Africa,
and especially how race relates to the
environment and conservation,” says
Weaver. “Due to my experience, I have
decided to serve in the Peace Corps after
graduating, and also wish to pursue a
career in foreign service or humanitarian
relief afterwards.”

JESSICA DRIFE ’17:
PUBLIC HEALTH IS ABOUT EDUCATION
AND PERSONAL CONNECTIONS
After Jessica Drife ’17 represented
Sierra Leone at the Model U.N.
Conference in St. Louis, she knew she
had to travel there. She spent a month
at Magbenteh Community Hospital
working in the maternity and pediatric wards.
“In the maternity ward, I saw more
stillborn births than live births,” says
Drife. “I talked to the nurses, doctors
and midwives on their struggles and
the progress being made in the maternal health sector. These conversations
changed my views entirely.
“I was convinced that educating
women would cause dramatic increase
in hospital births. And while I still believe education is key, I saw that there
was more to it than that. There has to
be more personal connection because
in some ways the people are willing to
take risks.”

SIERRA LEONE

Proof of the power of personal connections: A
hospital worker asked one of the missionary
doctors to give a presentation about Ebola to
his village. But when the doctor and Drife arrived, they realized that they would be presenting to children and adolescents.
“They wanted us to teach them about Ebola,
then they would take notes and go door-todoor throughout the village and spread the
information,” says Drife. “Philip — the man at
the hospital who asked us to present — came to
us the next day with a set of questions from the
community. I was then tasked with looking up
the answers and explaining them to him in a
way that could be understood.”
Her experiences taught her about things that
can’t be learned from a textbook.
“True global leadership comes with understanding,” she says. “Understanding comes from
listening, from creating personal relationships
with people, and from respecting those people.”

ECUADOR

ASHLEY DENTLER ’16:
LESSONS LEARNED BEING ‘TIA ASHLEY’
Ashley Dentler ’16 worked as an assistant teacher
— or tia — in a preschool and childcare center of
40 children.
“As a student studying to be a teacher, I was taken back
by how different American schools are compared to
Ecuadorian schools,” says Dentler. “While I was able to
be a leader and give the Ecuadorian teachers insight on
how to make their activities developmentally appropriate, I also learned from the Ecuadorian culture how to
foster a positive social environment.”
She hopes to create a classroom that combines the academic standards of the United States with the social
environment of Ecuador.
She realized just how lucky she was to have grown up
with a stay-at-home mom; the children at the daycare
were from middle- to upper-class families in which

both parents worked and were
separated from their parents for
up to 10 hours a day. The children craved love and attention.
Even though Dentler has taken
over eight years of Spanish
classes, she still faced challenges in trying to express herself.
“I have a new found appreciation for English language
learners who go to school
and reside here in the U.S.,”
says Dentler. “I would like
to go into a field that would
assist all the ESL children in
today’s schools because, from
firsthand experience, I found
how difficult and challenging
language barriers can be.”

www.alma.edu
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FABRICE
CONSTANT ’16
KCP MENTOR

Fabrice with his father,
Matson Constant. After
Fabrice started at Alma, his
father decided to pursue his
bachelor's degree and is now
working on his master's.
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It’s not easy being the first in one’s family
to go to college. Fortunately, Fabrice Constant had plenty of mentors to help him
along the way — and that’s why he’s doing
the same for others.
“Originally, I wanted to go to a big school,
but I basically view it as you’re just a
number there,” says Constant. “At Alma,
you are an individual where a professor
knows your name, knows what you’re
about and has an idea of what you want to
accomplish.”
At the encouragement of several Alma faculty members, Constant got involved with
the King-Chavez-Parks Mentor Program,
which pairs first-year students with both
peer and faculty and staff mentors.
Students in the KCP Program do everything from pumpkin carving to having
lunches with faculty mentors. They participate in Alma’s Relay for Life, financial
literacy workshops, academic success seminars, service projects and movie nights.
They take trips to Uncle John’s Cider Mill,
baseball games and even go sledding.
Having others to point him in the right direction is what drove Constant to become a
mentor in the program.
“I know that when you first come to Alma,
especially if you come from a different
state, you don’t know anybody,” says Constant, whose family lives in Miami, Fla.
“Having somebody to help you, to show
you where you can get help if you need it,
is a good thing. So I thought it was a perfect way to help somebody that’s in need.

“Throughout my life, I’ve always had mentors, like football
coaches, older brothers,” he
says. “They led me down the
right path. Since they took
their time to help me throughout my process of growing up,
I feel like I should be doing the
same thing for others.”

Alma’s King-Chavez-Parks Mentor Program, part of the Diversity and Inclusion Office in the Center for Student Opportunity, helps first-year students successfully transition from high school to college. First-year students
are partnered with upperclass peer mentors to receive advice about college success and campus resources.
His parents had a huge impact on his
decision to go to college. They came to the
United States from Haiti with minimal
education.
“They would tell us the struggles they
experienced with not having an education,
and that it’s better off that you actually go
to college,” says Constant.
His family members weren’t the only ones
who encouraged him to go to college. His
football coach and high school teachers
also pushed him to get a college education.
So when he was recruited by an Alma
football coach who came to Florida,
Constant took it seriously. During his
campus visit, Constant and his parents
were impressed by the strength of Alma’s
business program and the job placement
rate of Alma graduates.
“My parents liked the aspect of, ‘You
graduate, you’ll find a job,’” he recalls.
In addition to being a KCP mentor and
football player, Constant also is involved
in the Multicultural Student Union, a
student organization comprising students
from many nationalities who talk about
racial topics.

Constant, a junior majoring in health
care administration, also is involved in the
Health Care Administration Professional
Development Organization. Students in
HAPDO interact with alumni and others
in the health care field and have the opportunity to go to conferences.
Through HAPDO, he has accompanied
faculty advisor Dale Sanders and other
students to the Federal Emergency Management Agency headquarters — better
known as FEMA — in Maryland. He
also has taken a spring term class about
health disparities, in which students visited
Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Chicago,
Milwaukee and Toronto.
“I want to work at a hospital as an administrator and potentially later go back to
school and try to get a master’s degree,”
he says.
After Fabrice started college, his father
went back to school and got a bachelor’s
degree and is currently working on his
master’s degree.
“My father always tells me, ‘If I could do
it, you could do it,’” he says.

www.alma.edu
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THE END OF
MY JOURNEY…
AND NOW
‘AIMING HIGH’
Cailee Drzinski ’15 reminisces
about her Alma Experience. “I’ve
done more than I could have ever
imagined possible,” she says.
Looking back after four years of college, I acknowledge
that you can never truly prepare yourself for going away
to college.
You can go on 12 college tours, do overnights and eat as
much cafeteria food as possible, but yet you still don’t see all
there is to see. Until you have your whole self fully submerged into the campus, you cannot understand.
The college years are a time of emotions, relationships, selfgrowth and (hopefully) education. It is a time to discover
what it is that makes you happy, and a time to try new things.
For me, I came to Alma as a (potential) psychology major.
I cannot tell you now what it was that inspired me to select
that field. I remember, though, the first communication class
I ever took, and the way that all communication classes since
then have brought so much joy to my time here. It was obvious that I should be pursuing a career in something a little
more social, and a little less scientific.
In my four years, I’ve done more than I could have ever
imagined possible. I’ve worked five different jobs on
campus — at one point I worked all five at once! Two
of those five jobs I was able to hold for all four years and
build an incredible chunk of experience — as a student
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writer with the Communication and Marketing
Office and as an editor for
The Scot yearbook staff.
Outside of work commitments, I also have been a part
of many student organizations. Each has allowed me
to try my hand at a variety
of leadership positions. I’ve
served on executive councils,
led committees and planned
large-scale events. I’ve managed budgets, created social
media campaigns and been
responsible for both hiring
and firing decisions.
Not to be forgotten, I took
a full load of classes each
semester as well. That, I
believe, is one of the greatest things about Alma. I was
able to become involved in
such specialized activities
that benefited me greatly and
gave me years of experience
diving deep into the things
I love. Alma College offers
every student the opportunity
to define and create themselves into the individuals
they want to be.

Another outlet that I found
through my time at Alma
was Greek life. I can go on
and on about how I never
thought I would be a “sorority girl,” but to be honest,
looking back, I cannot imagine my time at Alma without
Phi Sigma Sigma.
Through Greek life I was introduced to some of the most
incredible women and men
on campus. I was able to take
my leadership abilities and
become a part of our Panhellenic Council for a year
and work with all aspects
of Greek life, even beyond
my own chapter. Through
my sisters, both current and
alumni, I have been able to
create a huge network of
people in my field who have
been able to provide me with
information on jobs, and
even job referrals, as I look
forward to my next step.
As I stand at the end of my
undergraduate journey, I
look back on all of the wonderful time spent at Alma —
the lifelong friendships I’ve
made, the amount of service
projects I’ve done, and the
values that I have learned.
I know that going forward
I must always Aim High in
all that I do, and also think
critically in all of my endeavors, serve generously to
all of those around me, lead
purposefully in a way that is
inspiring, and live responsibly as a steward of the world
that I will bequeath to future
generations.
Cailee Drzinski ’15, author of
the online blog “Kiltie Confidential,” graduated in April
2015. Read her entries about
the life of an Alma College
student at: http://blog.alma.
edu/KiltieConfidential/.

Above, clockwise, from top left: Cailee tours Detroit Lions headquarters
in Detroit with co-workers during an internship at dPOP!; Cailee and
sorority sister Elizabeth “Katie” Oches ’16; Cailee and friends (from left)
Lauren Switzer ’14, Jen Stancroff ’15, Crystal Snow ’16, and Brooke
Peterson ’15; Cailee with classmates in her Environmental Communication spring term class with the Michigan Land Use Institute in Traverse
City; Cailee (right) with her mother and sister Jillian at the Alma Indoor
Highland Dance Competition in fall 2014.

www.alma.edu
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Q&A
WITH MIAA

COMMISSIONER
PENNY ALLEN-COOK
The MIAA’s newest
commissioner, Penny
Allen-Cook, appointed in July 2014, is no
stranger to intercollegiate athletics.
She previously served
as an assistant commissioner of the Division II
Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (GLIACV) and was
compliance and academic
services coordinator at
Saginaw Valley State
University.
Alma College fans
remember Allen-Cook as
a highly successful volleyball coach. From 1996
to 2002, her Alma teams
posted a 132-54 record,
and she led the Scots to
the first of what would
be four straight MIAA
championships during
the 2001 season. She also
served as assistant athletic director and senior
women’s administrator
during a period from
1997 to 2002.
How did your Alma
athletics experience
prepare you for the commissioner’s position?
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Given my experience as a
coach and administrator
at Alma, I have had the
advantage of coming into
the position with some
strong collegial relationships, an understanding
of the philosophy of the
conference and its presidents, and the experience
of sitting around the table
at MIAA meetings. I
know the priorities of the
conference, the history
and traditions that make
the MIAA great, and the
expectations to remain
one of the top NCAA
Division III conferences
in the country.
In your view, what are
the MIAA’s primary
“points of pride”?
First we are the longest
standing collegiate athletic
conference in the nation.
This renders itself to a
long and storied history of
success. Next we have held
to the tenant of gender
equality. It is stated as such
in our manual by affirmation of the presidents that
the MIAA is committed
to, “the sponsorship of an
equal number of sports
for men and women; that
co-educational sports op-

erating in the same season
are encouraged to use the
same facilities, coaches
and other accoutrements
common to both.” In 1978,
just five years after Title
IX and five years before
the NCAA sponsored
women’s sports, the MIAA
began offering women’s
sports championships.
Finally, we hold strong
the philosophy of the pure
student-athlete—where
student is the main focus
for all our institutions.
As you take the MIAA
reins, what are your
vision, philosophy, and
priorities for the future
of the conference?
I think it is important for
me to never lose sight of
the mission of the conference, “welfare of every
participating studentathlete; procedures that
underscore the academic
missions of member
colleges; and fair play at
all conference events.”
So, with this in mind, I
would like to enhance the
student-athlete experience in conference play,
championships/tournaments and professional
development, and to

“I often have to step back
and enjoy the wonderful
experience of being the
commissioner of the MIAA.
This is not a job to me. It is
a passion.”
— Penny Allen-Cook

increase awareness of the
academic achievements of
our student-athletes and
community service activities happening within our
athletic departments on a
daily basis.

to stay competitive in our
region and nationally. I
would like to see us create
sportsmanship, leadership
development and celebratory events that others in
DIII will want to emulate.

Finally, I would like to
use the MIAA as another
visible recruitment tool
for admissions offices
for each of our members. Bringing to light
the numerous achievements and experiences
students—athletes and
non-athletes—from our
member campuses will
bring more interest to our
member campuses.

The college presidents
have historically played
an important role in
the governance of the
MIAA. How do you describe your interactions
with the presidents?

What is your vision of
what the MIAA might
look like 10 years
from now?
I believe that the MIAA
will continue to be a
leader of sport offerings
in the Midwest. It is likely
that we will continue to
increase our sports sponsorship and bring more
championships that will
enhance our visibility,
both within the state and
regionally. We will bring
the electronic media and
social media use and interactions to the forefront

The presidents have all
been very supportive of
me my first nine months.
They have allowed me
to make decisions that
are in the best interest
of the conference. The
presidents have been
helpful giving guidance
when needed and history
to assist me in developing
and expanding policies
and best practices. They
all have the best interests
of the conference in mind
at every decision and I am
truly honored and thankful for the opportunity
to work with such an
amazing group of leaders.
They have entrusted me
with the future of the
MIAA and do not take
this lightly.

HOOPS
BREAKTHROUGH
The men’s basketball team, coached by Sam
Hargraves, enjoyed a break-through season
in 2014-15. The Scots’ 9-5 MIAA record was
the best since the 1977-78 season. Alma went
undefeated at home in Art Smith Arena
during league play, including victories over
Hope, Calvin and Trine, the three teams that
finished ahead of them in the final MIAA
standings. Alma lost to Calvin in the MIAA
Tournament semifinal round, 73-65. The
Scots finished with an overall record of 11-15.

www.alma.edu
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STEVEN RACKLEY NAMED
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
Steven Rackley, a 28-year veteran of
athletic department leadership, including 16 years as the head of the highly
successful Division II program at the
University of Findlay, has been named
athletic director at Alma College following a national search. His appointment
is effective July 1.

CHEERING FOR STUNT
The accomplishments continue to accumulate for the Alma College competitive cheer and STUNT team. (STUNT is a competitive
team sport derived from cheerleading that focuses on the technical and athletic components of cheer.) In 2014, the Scots qualified
for the USA Cheer STUNT Nationals and finished fourth overall.
Alma was the only Division III program invited. Coach Michelle
Sabourin was named STUNT Coach of The Year, and six members
of the Alma College STUNT team were honored as All-Americans.

“Steven’s experiences, values and vision
for intercollegiate athletics are a great
match for Alma College,” says Alma
College President Jeff Abernathy.
“He understands the delicate balance
between academics and extra-curricular involvement
that is so important for a place like Alma. He has a
track record of achievement and winning teams at his
previous positions.”
An 11-member search committee, chaired by Karen
Ball, professor of integrative physiology and health science, reviewed more than 150 applications for the AD
position. The committee was composed of individuals
representing every sector of campus as well as alumni.
“At Alma, there are tremendous people and tremendous facilities in place to build a model Division III
athletics program, and that excites me,” says Rackley.
“I’m looking forward to working with the coaches,
faculty and staff to create the best opportunities for our
student-athletes to succeed academically, athletically
and as people.”
Findlay’s athletic highlights during Rackley’s leadership
have included a Division II national championship in
men’s basketball, GLIAC championships in men’s basketball and wrestling, and NCAA tournament qualifiers in volleyball, wrestling, basketball and women’s
golf. Findlay’s equestrian teams also have won multiple
IHSA national championships.
Prior to Findley, Rackley was associate athletic director for operations at Marshall University, associate
athletic director for internal operations at Weber State
University and athletic business manager at Salt Lake
Community College.
Rackley replaces John Leister, who resigned as athletics
director in November.
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JESSICA CORDS:
BOWLING ALL-AMERICAN
Perry senior Jessica Cords earned AllAmerica honors by finishing third
overall at the 2015 Bowling Intercollegiate Singles Sectional Qualifier.
She is the first women’s bowling AllAmerican in Alma College history.

YOU TWEETED:

TREVOR MARESH:
WRESTLING ALL-AMERICAN
Northville junior Trevor Maresh earned AllAmerica status at the 2015 NCAA Division III
National Championship, finishing sixth in the
nation at 285 pounds. Also competing at nationals were New Boston junior Shawn Brewer and
Allendale senior Jared Groeneveld. The wrestling trio qualified for nationals by placing at
least third in their weight classes at the NCAA
Midwest Wrestling Regional.

Kara Nic ’15: between amazing friends & unforgettable professors, sometimes i’m so in love
with alma college it physically hurts. #onlyone
#alwaysforever
Paul W. Thomas: Love it that @almacollege is offering e-STEM camps this summer … For free! My
3rd grader is pumped! #STEM
#thankyoudowfoundation
Sara Ann Lovse ’16: Realizing what a great support system I have here at Alma #plaidworks
Chris Hall ’16: That moment when the entire Alma
College math faculty give dating advice
#bestmajor

DIVER QUALIFIES FOR
NCAA REGIONAL
Alma College diver Baily Sopjes competed at the
2015 NCAA Division III Region 1 Diving Championships in Chicago. She placed 10th out of 30
participants in the one-meter dive final, and 15th
in the field of 28 in the three-meter dive. Sopjes
earned her spot in the regional championship after
a strong performance at the MIAA Swimming and
Diving Championships in Holland. The sophomore holds the school record in the one-meter dive
with a score of 446.45.

ON TWITTER:
Will Nichols: My Alma Choir fleece led
us to meet Max Morrison's ('13) parents
in Ireland this morning! #plaidworks @
almacollege

ASHLEY HALM:
INDOOR TRACK ALL-AMERICAN
Rochester senior Ashley Halm earned Indoor
Track All-America honors with a national
fourth place finish in the 400-meter dash at
Winston-Salem, N.C. “It was a great day for
Ashley as she is our first-ever indoor track and
field athlete to earn All-America honors,” said
Coach Matt Chovanec.

www.alma.edu
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The Greens open the
Sanford House in Grand
Rapids as a private
treatment center for
women struggling with
substance use.

RESTORING
WOMEN’S LIVES —
AND A HISTORIC HOUSE

RAE AND DAVID AND THEIR DOG
SANTINO, WHO IS TRAINING TO
BECOME A THERAPY DOG

R

ae Sloss Green ’83 and
David Green ’84 had discussed starting a treatment
center for years. When they
saw the Sanford House, a beautiful 168-year-old house in the Grand
Rapids’ historic district, they knew it
would be the perfect place.
“We wanted a comfortable, premium setting
for women seeking treatment for recovery
from alcohol and drug addiction,” says Rae.
The Greek Revival mansion was built in
1847 — before the American Civil War — by
Samuel Sanford, one of the first settlers of
Grand Rapids. It’s one of the oldest houses in
the area.
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The couple purchased the Sanford House in
May 2014, started the $1 million restoration
and remodeling project in July, and finished
getting their licensure in December. Now
they’re in the process of getting the word out
about the house.
For women struggling with substance use
disorders in the Midwest, the options are slim:
go to a nonprofit- or government-run treatment facility, or travel to a private facility in a
different state.
“There was a huge void,” says Rae. “To get private treatment, women were flying to California or Arizona. There was nothing available in
Michigan, in the Midwest, so we saw the need.
Then we found this beautiful building, and all
of David’s prior development experience and
business savvy and my passion for this area of
women in recovery all came together.”

The facility provides women
with a place for recovery
that is less institutional and
more home-like. It has 10
beds for those participating in its 30-day residential
treatment program. A
carriage house out back
has been renovated into an
outpatient setting. The program’s size allows it to focus
on providing individual,
person-centered care.
“We have master-level
counselors on staff at the
house literally from 7 in the
morning to midnight, and
so our treatment and our
counseling does not end at 5
o’clock,” says David.
Sanford House also has a
private chef who will play
an important role in helping
residents re-establish nutritional habits. In addition, the
women will attend community cultural events or
museums so that they may
become comfortable with
new activities that replace
the addictive behaviors.

SCOTS YOU SHOULD KNOW
The entry hall and living room of the Sanford
House. The luxury wallpaper was installed during a remodeling in 1907. The wallpaper depicts
life in America in the 1820s, and was made by a
French artist who never visited America; that’s
why Boston Harbor has tropical Spanish moss
hanging from its trees and the “Indians” look like
they are from India, not North America.

“The disease of addiction is
very isolating, and so part
of our program is to chip
away at that isolation and
get women comfortable in
getting out and doing things
again,” says Rae.
How did the Sanford House
project come together?
David’s role was to secure
the “house;” Rae’s role was
to turn it into a “home.” Neither could have been done
without the other.
For 19 years, David was a
partner with Dan DeVos in
DP Fox Ventures, a management company with interests
in real estate, transportation,
insurance, fashion, sports
and entertainment. The firm
established the Grand Rapids
Griffins hockey team and
started Fox Motor Group, a
car dealership. It also rebuilt
a resort in the Bahamas,
called Cape Eleuthera Resort,
and built a port of call on
the island for passengers on
Princess Cruises.

David’s experience in residential construction and the
hospitality business helped
get the Sanford House project off the ground.
“In many regards, we are a
small boutique hotel with
food and beverage, and then
there is the health component, which is the therapy,”
says David.
That’s where Rae’s expertise
kicks in.
Rae worked for several years
at various nonprofits and
then returned to school to
get her master’s degree in
counseling with a specialty in
the area of addiction. Before
starting the Sanford House,
she spent five years working at a women’s residential
treatment center. Her time at
the nonprofit treatment center sparked the idea to start a
private treatment center.
“The confrontational
methods that you see on TV
shows, ‘Intervention’ and that
sort of thing, are somewhat
effective, but we don’t need

to let people hit rock bottom
before they seek treatment,”
says Rae. “Women feel
much better in a comforting,
welcoming environment, and
they heal much better in a
gender-specific, all-women
environment.”
The Greens’ education at
Alma helped them develop
the “big picture” thinking
that drove them to dream up
the Sanford House project.
“We attended Alma at a
pretty special time,” says
David. “There were some
big personalities, some great
characters, some great mentors. They had a really big
impact on my life.”
Among those was the famed
pre-law professor M.J.J.
Smith. Both Rae and David
studied under him.
“Our pre-law education and
the teachings of Dr. M.J.J.
Smith really helped to paint
the bigger picture and think
out of the box,” says Rae.
“The experiences that we had
through that program really

poised us for the business ‘adventures’ that we’ve enjoyed
throughout these years.”
David has loved the logistical
challenges of this latest business “adventure.”
“I think a lot of it was discovering this incredible architectural jewel, of getting the
approvals to move forward as
far as zoning, and pulling off
this project in less than five
months,” says David.
For Rae, the most exciting
part is just beginning.
“The work to chip away at
the shame and stigma [of addiction] is really an exciting
part of the position of being
the founder,” says Rae. “I
love being able to get out into
the community and talk with
people about the resources.
And when you open that
door and make people
comfortable, it’s incredibly
surprising the stories that you
hear and the comfort that you
can bring to others.”
— Erica Shekell

www.alma.edu
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Not once, but twice:
Alma alumni garner
top education awards
State recognition automatically
qualify Kurt Sutton ’99 and
Jeremey Whan ’93 for National
Distinguished Principal honors

Principals Association, the
organization that bestows
the distinction.
When they made the announcement during the
conference, he was stunned.
“I’m like ‘you’ve gotta be
kidding!’” says Whan. “I did
not know what to do. I didn’t
even have a tie on!”

JEREMEY WHAN ’93 |

Michigan’s 2014 Principal of the Year

SERVING AS A LIGHTHOUSE
TO OTHERS

J

eremey Whan ’93 believes he has a moral responsibility to help educate not only students, but also those
who teach them. He received recognition as Michigan’s
2014 Principal of the Year.
For Jeremey Whan, his work
as a principal isn’t just about
kids. It’s also about mentoring
teachers — both at his school
and across the state.
Whan works at Bemis Elementary School and has been in the
Troy School District for five
years. Before that, he worked
in West Bloomfield Schools as
a teacher and principal. He was
nominated to be Michigan’s
2014 Outstanding Practicing
Principal by both districts.
“They actually submitted the
application as a team from two
different districts,” he says.
“That, to me, was probably the
most meaningful moment ever,
not only to be recognized by
one staff, but also a past staff.”
He found out last spring that
he had been nominated as a potential candidate for Michigan

principal of the year.
“I couldn’t pick up the application and read it because
I guess it was too emotional,”
he says. “It took me about 24
hours before I could actually sit
down and read what they had
to write.”
And that was just when he had
found out he’d be nominated.
His selection as the Michigan
principal of the year came later
in December.
“You’re kept in the dark about
it,” says Whan. “One of my
teachers had claimed that they
had won an award for the
building for school improvement. So I said, ‘What’s that
mean?’ and he said, ‘Well,
we get to go to the MEMSPA
conference for free.’”
MEMSPA is Michigan Elementary and Middle School

He went on stage and gave
a speech on the fly. Then he
noticed his wife, two kids,
parents and boss.
“It’ll be a moment that I will
never forget ever in my entire
life.”
Why was it so emotional?
“My whole family is in
education,” he says. “And our
mentality is more of a servantleadership approach. We
believe leadership is there to
influence others to make this
world a little bit better.”
As a principal, Whan mentors teachers and helps them
teach and connect with their
students.
“My classroom went from
children as students to
adults,” he says. “I have a
classroom again of adult
learners who I get the opportunity to educate about
instructional practices to help
their students.”
Bemis serves as a model for
other schools, and teachers
and administrators from
across Michigan come to
statewide seminars hosted by
the school.
“We have the belief that we
are a lighthouse and have a
moral responsibility to help
educate not only our kids, but
all kids, to give them the best

opportunities in the world,”
says Whan.
“You take that philosophy,
and you’ve given, given, given, given, given for 25 years in
a career,” he says. “And when
someone gives back to you,
and you didn’t expect it, it’s
just overwhelming.”
Whan credits his Alma professors with inspiring him to
take on a mentorship role.
“Dr. Root and Dr. Selmon are
the two professors that stand
out to me,” says Whan. “I
wasn’t the greatest writer in
college, and it was something
that Dr. Selmon really spent a
lot of time with me on.”
Michael Selmon worked
with him one-on-one after
class. Selmon is now the
Provost and Vice President
for Academic Affairs at
Alma College.
With Dr. Root, Whan wrote
— and won — a federal grant
to the Department of Housing and Urban Development
in hopes of developing a
summer literacy program in
inner-city Saginaw.
“They both have great leadership qualities that I still emulate today,” says Whan. “So
you go back and you think
about the people who impact
you, and then at some point
in your career, you’re going to
impact that next generation.”
And Whan is doing exactly
that.
He will be honored as a 2015
National Distinguished Principal in Washington, D.C.,
this coming October — and
this time, the honor will come
as no surprise.
— Erica Shekell
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True to his profession, he couldn’t pass up
the chance to turn the trip into an educational experience for his children — ages
9, 11 (twins) and 13.
“We didn’t know the next time we’d get
back to Washington D.C., so it was great
for them to experience it,” he says. “They
got to tour some of the Smithsonian Museums and National Holocaust Museum.
We did Arlington.

KURT SUTTON ’99 |

2014 National Distinguished Principal

TEACHING IS A TEAM EFFORT

K

urt Sutton ’99 is a small-town elementary school
principal who believes in helping students realize
their potential. Sutton received recognition as a 2014
National Distinguished Principal.

Kurt Sutton ’99 was honored as a National Distinguished Principal in Washington, D.C., this past October. It was a
huge honor for someone who works at a
small-town school of pint-sized pupils —
but Sutton gives all the credit to his team.
“I have a terrific staff that works tirelessly to make sure that the kids here
have everything they need to succeed,
putting in countless hours and volunteering their own time and money and
resources to help,” he says. “I’m just
there helping support them.”

“We have Lego robotics teams; we
have parent engineering nights where
we bring in engineers and have the
kids do simple engineering tasks,” he
says. “We have a couple mentoring
programs for students with autism. We
also have a mentoring program where
teachers select students that maybe are
‘wallflowers’ or kids that would slip
through the cracks, and then they are
assigned to connect with that student
once or twice a week in a unique way.”

Sutton works at Orville Krause Later
Elementary School, a school for students in 3rd through 5th grades. It’s
located in Armada, Mich., a small bedroom community in Macomb County.
Many of Armada’s residents commute
to metro Detroit to work, particularly
in design work and engineering fields
tied to the auto industry.

In December 2013, the Michigan Elementary and Middle School Principals
Association named Sutton Michigan’s
Outstanding Practicing Principal. That
award automatically qualified him
for recognition as one of 61 National
Distinguished Principals and a trip to
D.C. the following October. He and his
wife, Andrea Hill Sutton ’97, made it
into a family vacation.

“We have a pretty big emphasis here
on science, technology, engineering and
math,” says Sutton.

“We spent two days, and we stayed two
blocks from the White House,” he says.
“It was awesome.”

“Especially my 8th-grader, she loved the
American History Museum from the
Smithsonian because it’s a direct link to
what she was doing in school. She actually
brought some pictures back and talked to
her class a little bit, so it was a perfect fit.”
Sutton was nominated by the superintendent of Armada Schools with letters
of support from teachers and parents. He
has been working in the district for nine
years.
“I enjoy the small-town feel and atmosphere because people care,” says Sutton.
“You’re not just a number. And that’s
similar to how it was at Alma. For me,
going to a large university would not have
been a good fit because I came from a
small town, and I needed that connection,
and that’s what Alma and also Armada
provides.”
Why does he love what he does?
“I would argue that teaching is probably
the most important job,” he says. “Education to me is the great equalizer. No matter what background you came from, how
much money you have, if you can strive
for a great education, it can open up so
many doors for you down the road.
“I feel it’s the most important job there is,
to give students the tools to realize what
they have inside themselves, and how they
can unlock their own potentials.”
— Erica Shekell

www.alma.edu
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THE

POWER

OF RELATIONSHIPS
(ACROSS TIME ZONES)
Ashley Davidson
Mountfort ’12 builds
connections around
the world. Whether it’s
marrying a Kiwi, keeping
in touch with her Alma
professors, or showing American students
around New Zealand,
Mountfort believes in the
power of relationships.
“As hard as it is to go out of
your comfort zone, it’s worth
it,” says Ashley Davidson
Mountfort ’12.
For Mountfort, that meant
crossing time zones. She spent
a semester studying abroad
at the University of Otago in
Dunedin, New Zealand, in
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2011. But it wasn’t her first
time abroad.
“I’m a Highland dancer,” she
says. “There’s a Celtic arts
program at my high school,
and we went to Scotland in
2005 to compete.”
She enrolled at Alma because
of the Highland dance program. And she chose to study
abroad in Dunedin because
of its Scottish history and
architecture. In fact, “Dùn
Èideann” is the Scottish
Gaelic name for Edinburgh.
“You can read about a country or a culture in a wide variety of books, but the learning
experience really doesn’t
happen until you put yourself
right in the middle of it,” says
Mountfort.

“I had some culture shock,”
she says. “Not everyone
around the world has positive
opinions about Americans.
But what was interesting was
that people over there know
so much more about America
than a lot of Americans know
about America. They are very
aware.”
She got involved with a
Christian group on the
University of Otago campus,
and that’s how she met her
husband, Peren.
“He was one of those people
who said, ‘I will never go to
America,’” says Mountfort.
“Then he married an American. We were married in
Alma in January, mainly for it
to be accessible for my grand-

parents living in Cleveland
to come up, but also, I really
feel like I’ve established an
extended family in Alma.”
Mountfort and Peren now
live in New Zealand. Her
enthusiasm for helping visiting American college students
navigate New Zealand led
to a job doing exactly that.
Mountfort kept in touch with
her international admissions
representative, who knew
Mountfort’s love for showing
students around. She saw an
ad for a job at a study abroad
company and suggested it to
Mountfort, who applied on a
whim and got it.
“I meet the students at the
airport, take them out for a
welcome dinner, go over the
local lingo, make sure they’re

set up with their classes and
some of the local knowledge,
get them set up with their cell
phones and other necessities,
and tell them what stores are
tourist rip-offs and what ones
have good sales,” she says.
She organizes day trips and
weekend excursions for the
students, and she has taken
them to see glowworms,
sheep farms and marae,
which are traditional meeting
places of the Māori people,
the indigenous population of
New Zealand.
“I always really try to give as
much support to the students
as I can,” says Mountfort. “I
absolutely love it; it doesn’t
feel like work.”
Mountfort is the main contact person if the students

need anything or if there’s
an emergency. But she also
doesn’t “hold their hands”
all the time and allows them
to “spread their wings and
explore as well,” she says.
Her desire to support others
is a reflection of the impact
of her relationships with
Alma faculty. One of these
meaningful relationships
was with Marlene Wenta, an
instructor in Alma’s Integrative Physiology and Health
Science Department. Wenta
sparked Mountfort’s interest
in cardiac rehabilitation, and
now Mountfort is pursuing a
master’s degree in that field.
“When you see how much
Alma faculty care about the
students and the education
that the students are getting,

that really makes a difference,” says Mountfort. “And
I think that’s something I saw
really strongly in Marlene.
“I took one of her classes
in my senior year, and just
absolutely fell in love with
the whole topic area. I did an
internship at MidMichigan
Health-Gratiot hospital, loved
it, and said, ‘This is what I’m
going to go into,’” she says.
“I learned a lot about professionalism in my education at
Alma, and also learned how
to encourage others more,”
she says. “I see how much that
affected me, being encouraged, so I try to pay it forward
and encourage others. Alma
College really is a community;
it’s a family.”

Far left: Ashley Mountfort
at the Moerake Boulders, a
geological wonder in New
Zealand.
Above, clockwise, from top left:
Ashley helps with lambing at a
local sheep farm. Ashley picnics
on Long Beach in Dunedin,
famous for its caves. Ashley, on
the deck of a tour board, visits
the Milford Sound waterfalls.
Ashley rides the famous Taieri
Gorge train during her semester
abroad in 2011.

— Erica Shekell

www.alma.edu

29

ALUMNI NEWS

A Fond Farewell
Best wishes to Lou Ecken ‘95, former director of alumni engagement at Alma, who accepted a position at the University of Michigan’s Taubman College of Architecture and Urban Planning. “For
seven and a half years, I had the wonderful opportunity to serve
both our students and alumni at Alma, and I absolutely treasure
the relationships that I have both continued and built during that
time,” says Ecken. “I am a Scot for life, and I look forward to continuing as a very engaged alumna in southeast Michigan.”

UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS
Please visit http://events.alma.edu/ for additional campus events!

May 5: Tartan Tuesday
May 28: Tip of the Mitt Events
June 2: Tartan Tuesday
June 20: Scot Loyalty Fund Klenk Open
July 7: Tartan Tuesday
August 4: Tartan Tuesday
August TBD: Chicago Rooftop Picnic
Sept. 1: Tartan Tuesday
October 3: Homecoming
TARTAN TUESDAYS
Join us for casual drop-in gatherings in several locations on the
first Tuesday of each month. For more information: http://www.
alma.edu/gateways/alumni/alumni-news-events/

IN OUR NEXT ISSUE:

EXPLORING LIFE’S
GREAT QUESTIONS
Alma College allowed Rev. Amjad Samuel ’92 to
pursue his intellectual curiosities — an opportunity that he didn’t have in his home country
of Pakistan.
“Coming from Pakistan, you’re not allowed to
think for yourself,” he says. “You’re told that this
is the curriculum that you have to follow, and
that’s it. But coming to Alma was really a great
experience for me, from the point of view of being
able to explore what I wanted to explore.”
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HOW PLAID CAN
WORK FOR YOU
As we welcome another class into
the Alumni Association, I can’t help
but reflect back on my time at Alma.
It is hard to believe that 10 years ago
the class of 2009 was getting ready to
embark on the journey that would
be our time with Alma College.

> > STAY
CON N ECT E D!
If you have
recently moved to
a new location, had
a change in
employment or
wish to become
involved with
the alumni in
your region,
simply contact the
Alumni Office at
1-800-291-1312
or alumnihouse@
alma.edu for more
information.

I am continually inspired by the
stories from my peers, fellow alumni
and current students with regards to
all of the opportunities Alma College
has provided for them. I often think
back to my very first day on campus
when I met the men and women I
am proud to call my best friends today. We could never have imagined
how impactful our four years together would have been or predicted
where the world would take us. The
one thing we knew for sure was that
we would make a difference because
of our commitment to be something
bigger and better than ourselves.
Whether you are like Ruth Nardecchia, exploring a career in fine arts,
Sadie Laponsie, pursuing medicine,
an educator like Jo Mollhagen-Jaksa
Noseda or a future world influencer
like Will Allen, we all have one
thing in common, and that is that
Alma has helped to shape who we
have become. To all who have come
before us and all that are yet to be,

we have a powerful opportunity
to impact our communities,
and it all starts with these four
short years at a small liberal arts
school in Alma, Michigan.
With all of this in mind, I
hope that you are also thinking of fond memories from
your college years and will
join me in making a commitment to reconnecting with a
piece of Alma. As members of
the Alumni Association we all
have an opportunity to continue our engagement with the
school that brought us memories, friendships and opportunity.
Whether you join us for homecoming, refer a student, make a gift or
even reconnect with your old college
roommate, take a moment to remind
yourself how plaid can work for you.

Alma College was proud
to host Neil deGrasse
Tyson on Oct. 1, 2014.
See more images from
the event at:
flickr.com/almacollege

With a loyal heart –

Devon Anthony ’09
President, Alumni Board
alumnihouse@alma.edu
facebook.com/almacollegealumni
www.alma.edu/gateways/alumni
(989) 463-7245

www.alma.edu
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ALUMNI BOARD
President - Devon Anthony ’09
Vice President - Bill McHenry II ’83
Secretary - Bree Brownlee ’04
Alisha (Majszak) Baker ’02
Andria Baker ’12
Virginia (Cloutier) Blandford ’02
Raymond Cochenour III ’99
Norma (Bender) Curtis ’69
Thomas Davey ’07
Marilyn Gordon Drumm ’54
Barb (Loomis) Greer ’61
Dale Greer ’65
Heather Hays ’97
Lisa Knowles ’94
Mark Kraft ’08
Robin Lewis ’78
Kimberly Light ’05
Tom McGuire ’08
Jan (Knapp) Merz ’75
Martha (Hubbard) Miller ’90
Josh Morgan ’06
Adriana (Rasche) Phelan ’92
Andrew Pomerville ’02
Krista (Schroeder) Ried ’94
John Ruggles ’89
Scott Timmreck ’02
Dana Weston-Eadeh ’01
Elizabeth Wheat ’02
Robyn (Laird) Woolcock ’76

TARTAN TASK FORCES:
REGIONAL PLANNING GROUPS
If you are interested in helping us plan
events in one of our major areas of
alumni concentration, please join us
at one of our planning meetings. Each
planning group will meet two times
a year, and we will work to have the
meetings scheduled well in advance
so they can be published in Accents.
For updates in between meetings,
please join the appropriate group on
LinkedIn.com! For specific time and
locations, please watch your monthly
alumni e-mail and/or contact the
Alumni Office at (989) 463-7245.
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Virginia Bryan Borts ’50 taught
high school in Cass City for two years
and in Southfield for 34 years. “We had a
very good theatre program at Southfield
High,” she writes. “After retirement in
1986 I became an antique dealer and did
shows in the Detroit area. Now I’m an
antique!” • Phyllis Hines Hebert ’50 and
husband Paul moved to Monroe in October 2013 to be near their daughter, Carol
Spencer, and her family. Paul passed away
in February 2014 after being ill several
years. Phyllis and Paul had lived in Northville for more than 30 years, and Phyllis
taught in Redford Union School District
after their children, Carol and Paul Jr.,
were older. She’d love to hear from Alma
High School and Alma College classmates.

1951

Charles Williams ’51 had a
great time at homecoming last fall, especially at the old DGT House 75th reunion,
and “got to march in my first Homecoming parade.” He’s retired but still active
in rotary, church, is a senior citizen driver
and does chair caning.

1953

Dick Wylie ’53 and Joan Horn
Wylie ’56 report that their son, Steve ’79,
was involved in a bike accident in May.
Dick had prostate cancer radiation in July
and August. Dick and Joan are now greatgrandparents. Their first granddaughter
was married in September. “Life is good.”

1955

Carol Cummings Kutzner ’55
recently completed her tour of country
No. 100 — Uruguay, where she spoke
Spanish day and night. She spends most of
the year in Florida and the rest in North
Carolina. “I am still square dancing a lot!”

1960

Nancy Fashbaugh Kammer
’60 and Thomas (Jim) Kammer anticipated celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary on Dec. 31, 2014 and were looking
forward to spending time in Venice, Fla.,
last winter. • Robert Wollard ’60 is enjoying retirement. “My health could be better,

but if the doctors can keep replacing the
parts that wear out I’ve got quite a few
miles left in me,” he says. “Best wishes to
all my classmates.”

1962

Warren Slodowske ’62 now
lives in Colorado. For the second year in
a row, he finished first in the over-70 age
group at the Lakewood High School 5K
Tiger Prowl Runs.

1963

Joe Grover ’63 and Shima
Murakami Grover ’62 were honored as the
Tennis Advocate’s of the Year by Tennis
Industry magazine. • Sue Little Hodgson ’63 is playing horn in bands, orchestras and chamber groups and enjoying
retirement. • Jody Hiegel Riddick ’63 is
enjoying retirement in Sarasota, Fla. She
keeps busy doing genealogy and giving
talks throughout the state.

1964

Richard Hastings ’64 is well in
Hawaii. “I play a lot of golf and tennis,”
he writes. “I also have a company that
manages a small website for insurance
professionals.” • Gail Gustafson Rodd
’64 had a great time re-connecting at her
50-year class reunion during homecoming
in October. “I was very impressed with the
campus and the president,” she writes.

1965

Marie Kurtz Brucker ’65 has
been an advocate for gifted education since
1981. In June she ended her board position with MAGC. “Now more time can
be spent traveling the world and cruising
with our Thunderbird car friends,” she
says. “Of course, seeing our two daughters
in Arizona is definitely on the list. P.S.
Seeing Neil Tyson was great!” • Roger
Kapp ’65 continues to work three days a
week for American Insurance Agency as
an outside sales agent. “Because of unrest
in the country of Ukraine, Gladys and I
will not be able to do our regular mission
trip this year. However, we were able to
complete a trip in July to Costa Rica with
Score International Ministries, serving in
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San Jose and the Talamanca Region.” •
Karen Roehl ’65 is retired after 45 years
as a psychologist in schools, clinics and
private practices. She looks forward to
more volunteer work and travel. “Hoping
to see many 1965 Alma graduates at our
50th reunion,” she writes.

1967

Sandra Snyder Brooks ’67 is
retired after a long and varied career at the
library of Virginia Wesleyan College in
Norfolk. She has moved to Katy, Texas.,
near Houston, where her son and his family live. She writes: “While I recover from
surgery and embark on a life of leisure,
I’d love to hear about the latest exploits of
the old Eyer House crew.” • Kathrine
Cummings Larsen ’67 is retired from
teaching middle school in Ventura, Calif.
She enjoys traveling, biking and hiking. •
Richard Osburn ’67 writes that he continues “to fail at retirement.” He is working
as a contract clinical social worker at three
agencies — Senior Services and Cancer
Services of Midland and Child and Family Services of Saginaw County. • John
Randall ’66 and Ann Fisher Randall ’67

have moved to “our new and final” home
in Tierre Verde, Fla. After 47 years in the
food industry, John is looking forward
to spending more time with family and
friends.

1968

Paul Inglis ’68 retired as
Oceana County’s administrator Nov. 28,
2008 and was elected Shelby Village president on November 4, 2014 for a two-year
term. • Marianne Miller ’68 is enjoying
retirement. Her passion is advising people
on their Medicare decisions and problems.
• Tom Morrissett ’68 and Joan are enjoying retirement. They took a river cruise
through the Burgundy Region of France
last summer, and were planning to go on a
cruise to the Eastern Caribbean in February. Tom enjoys playing golf four times
a week. • Marilyn Geissinger Sellers
’68 writes that she is “not ready to retire
yet.” She works full time in the neonatal
intensive care unit at Yale-New Haven
Children’s Hospital.

1969

Leslye Hofmeyer Johnson ’69
and husband George recently finished

U.S. Sen. Gary Peters ’80 and Alma College Trustee
Mike Sherman ’74, at an alumni reception in Birmingham, Mich., in February.

teaching for 3 1/2 years at Forman Christian College, a Chartered University, in
Lahore, Pakistan. FCC started as a Presbyterian Mission school in 1864, and the
land is owned by the PCUSA. The university is working toward U.S. accreditation.
George and Leslye taught undergraduate
and graduate students in chemistry and
biology, respectively. • Cynthia McKenzie ’69 is happy to be back to work at the
Baha’i National Center in Evanston, Ill.,
after a successful knee replacement. She
writes: “As a Baha’i, I consider it a blessing
to be able to serve here instead of retiring - I’m only 67!” She is married to Stuart
McKenzie ’65. • Paul Davies ’69 recently
retired from Citi Bank, Comerica Bank
and Manufacturers Bank and is looking
forward to spending time with his wife,
Wilma; daughter, Heather; and son, Darian, as well as his three grandchildren.

1970

Peter Traggorth Sr. ’70 has
retired after 40 years in the construction
industry as an engineering estimator and
a construction project manger. “I continued four generations of my family in this
industry and am proud that our son and

From left: Student Congress President Lauren Engels ’15, U.S. Sen. Gary
Peters ’80, Communication/New Media Studies Associate Professor Janie
Diels and Student Congress Vice President Matt Yettaw ’16.
www.alma.edu
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daughter continue to follow the family
tradition,” he says. • Janet Cook Shetlar
’70 spends her days doing market trading
online since her retirement as a librarian at
Howell High School. She recently traveled
to Phoenix, Sedona and the Grand Canyon to see family. She had a trip planned
to Hawaii in March. Seven-year-old James
is doing great in first grade. Jim is still
practicing in Frankenmuth where he has
been a family physician since 1972. • Dale
Swihart Jr. ’70 and Barbara Hardy Swihart
’73 both retired on Jan. 1, 2014 and moved
to Spring Lake, Mich. Dale concluded 40
years as a Presbyterian pastor, and Barbara
retired from Fenton schools. “Retirement
is great!” • Larry Boehms ’70 is retired
and living in Green Valley, Arizona. He
worked 34 years in education with the
last 18 years as principal of Troy High
School. He has three children and seven
grandchildren. • Timothy Lutes ’70

wrote last February that he “was snowedin in Presque Isle, Mich., but loving every
minute of it!”

1971

Kristi A. Ellis Flora ’71 retired
in June 2014 from teaching. She is enjoying this new phase of life. • Steve List ’71
enjoys semi-retirement from the financial
services business. He continues to serve
as president of the Frankenmuth Rotary
Club and executive director of the Frankenmuth Community Foundation. Kay
and Steve also enjoy their three children
and four grandchildren. • Peggy Book
Thies ’71 and husband Peter formally
retired in July and have moved to the
Atlanta, Ga., area. They were looking
forward to enjoying their new home on
the lake and finding some Alma alumni in
the area.

ALUMNI AND FRIENDS

Trip to Germany: save the date!
Interested in exploring Germany with your fellow Scots and friends? The Alumni
Engagement Office is organizing a trip to Germany in Summer 2016. We would love
to help you put a stamp on your passport!
Alma College Associate Professor Marcus Richter invites alumni and friends to join
him on a trip to Germany in summer of 2016. The 10-day tour, scheduled for June
6-16, 2016, will focus on “The Divided Germany,” with visits to locations that are
connected to the post-World War II history of the country.
In Berlin, see what life was like in a divided city. In Leipzig, learn about the peaceful
revolution of 1989. In Heidelberg, participate in an international alumni event.
Cost is $2,500 (not including airfare). Registration is open now, with a deposit of
$750 required by Dec. 1, 2015.
For registration information, visit the website at www.alma.edu/alumni-trip, or call
the Alumni Engagement Office at (989) 463-7245.
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1972

Jean Nethery Humphries ’72
retired Sept. 26 after 27 years at Arizona
State University. Jean plans to enjoy
traveling and visiting family with husband
Jim. They celebrated their 40th wedding
anniversary in June. • Jim Powers ’72
writes that he is enjoying two granddaughters: Quinn, 3; and Zoey, 1. •
Tom Webb ’72 is retired from the trust
investment world. Janet Todd Webb
’70 still works part time in retail. They
have been enjoying the opportunity to do
some traveling out of the country as well
as many trips to visit their children and
new grandbaby. • Craig Wesley ’72 was
appointed interim dean of admissions at
St. Martin’s University. Located in Lacey,
Wash., St. Martin’s is a coeducational,
Catholic, liberal arts university founded by
the Benedictine Order.

1973

R. Scott Bleeks ’73 reports that
their seventh grandchild was recently
born. “Freddie and I are moving again
back to Indiana for my last two years,
then retirement and Tennessee.” • Lynn
Coddington ’73 was elected to a two-year
term as president of the U.S. Tennis Association Mid-Atlantic section beginning
Jan. 1, 2015. • Andrew Lossing ’73 has
been cheerfully retired in Flint, Mich., for
the past four years. He is actively volunteering with the American Red Cross. •
Jerry Wasen ’73 and Kathy Kean Wasen
’73 continue to keep busy with their five
grandchildren. Jerry is now working back
in the Detroit area. “Hopefully, retirement
is not too far away.”

1974

Bruce Dulin ’74 retired in June
2014. His son, Cameron, is a civil engineer
who just purchased a home in Columbia, S.C. and is engaged to Missy. Bruce’s
daughter, Claire, is a physical therapist
starting residency in orthopedics. Bruce’s
wife, Sharon, is postmaster in Oshtemo,
Mich. • Connie Norpell Marshall ’74 and
George continue their careers with Alta
Ski Area. They celebrated their twins’
college graduations last spring — Audrey,
from Westminster College, and Bradley, from the University of Utah. Their
older daughter, Maxine, is living in New
Hampshire. • Pamela Beardslee Roth
’74 is enjoying her eight grandchildren
in Caseville. Her husband is retired and
hoping to do some traveling. “After 12
surgeries in four years — I’m finally getting healthy.” • Gus Wuorinen ’74 and
Connie Crane Wuorinen ’74 retired this
year and began to enjoy sleeping in, traveling and spending more time with family.
They enjoyed their 40th-year reunion at
Alma! “Great to see old friends and all the
changes to campus.”

1975

Gary Bennett ’75 was inducted
into the BCAM (Basketball Coaches
Association of Michigan) Hall of Fame
during ceremonies in Lansing on Oct. 11,

2014. • Benita Prussner Spruit ’75 announces the birth of their first grandchild,
Nolan Coray Spruit, on Jan. 17, to eldest
son Aaron. • Mark Wangberg ’75 had
a solo exhibition at Risk Press Gallery in
Sebastopol, Calif., www.riskpress.com. It
included book arts and a variety of altered
textiles and mixed media works, and a
panel discussion with four other local book
artists and various workshops. Mark and
his wife, Connie Grauds, continue to expand their www.LivingShamanMuseum.
org. They live in San Rafael, Calif.

1976

Linda Sackrider Ferguson
’76 announces that her work is published
in New American Paintings, Vol. 113.
The Open Studio Press in Boston, Mass,
publishes New American Paintings. Staci
Boris, the chief curator of Elmhurst Art
Museum, juried Vol. 113, which was out
on newsstands Aug.-Sept. 2014.

1977

Larry Birkenmeyer ’77 continues to work at Abbott Laboratories and
lives in Glenview, Ill., with his wife and
daughter. • Dale Hutchinson ’77 has
been elected as a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement
of Science (AAAS) for “distinguished
contributions to study of ancient disease
and health, especially in understanding
pathogen-host interactions from human
remains from archaeological contexts.”
• Bruce Larner ’77 and Deb Larner ’78
retired from Holt Public Schools in 2010.
They moved permanently to Lewiston,
Mich., on a lake and enjoy fishing and
golf.

1978

Carolyn Fisher Lynett ’78 and
Peter are raising their 15-year-old niece —
“oh the teenage drama!” Their youngest
child graduated with a BSN and will be
working at Beaumont Hospital. Peter still
works for Chrysler — 36 years. “We are
looking at retirement in a couple of years,”
they write. “I have reconnected with and
seen some old friends from Alma. I hope
everyone is doing well!

1979

Deborah Grossett ’79 is a
psychology faculty member at Central
Michigan University and the director of
the BCBA training program. • Scott
Larsen ’79 was recently named Collegiate
Research Professor at the University of
Michigan.

1980

David Kakenmaster ’80
reports that daughter Maggie graduated
from Notre Dame in 2013 and now lives
and works near Washington, D.C. Son
Bill is a sophomore at American University in D.C. “Trish and I still love living in
Colorado!”

1981

Mary Davis Collins ’81 plans to
retire in June after teaching kindergarten
and second grade for 33 years in Clyde,
Ohio. She hopes to slow down, do some
traveling and enjoy the family cottage on
Lake Michigan.

1983

Rae Sloss Green ’83 and David
Green ’84 have founded a private, 10-resident treatment center in the Heritage
Hill Historic District of Grand Rapids
for women suffering from substance use
disorders.

1985

Marcia Lusk Maxwell ’85
announces the publication of her first
novel, The Rogue Queen, on Amazon.
It’s a historical novel set in 14th-century
England based on the true story of Isabelle of France, married to Edward II of
England. • Rodney Petersen ’85 has been
named the head of the National Initiative
for Cybersecurity Education (NICE) at
the National Institute for Standards and
Technology — an agency of the U.S. Department of Commerce in Gaithersburg,
Maryland. He will work with educational
institutions across the United States to
increase the capacity of the cybersecurity
workforce for both the public and private
sectors. • Tom Santi ’85 has published
an e-book on business management titled
Eradicating Fantasy Land Management:

www.alma.edu
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BUILDING
our

Legacy!
Alma College alumni are active every
day in recruiting new Scots, sharing
their Alma experience, showing how
Plaid Works, and providing an energized network for young alumni and
current students.
As always, if you know of any high
school students who are committed to
service, have a passion for music, are
dedicated student-athletes, participate
in Model UN, or are looking forward
to continuing their education after
high school, we would love to have the
opportunity to share more about Alma.
You can refer a student by completing
the online referral form at:

alma.edu/gateways/alumni/refera-student
At Alma, students can build on the
legacy of their family members and
carve their own spot in our campus
community. We look forward to seeing your legacy continue!
Go Scots!

Anneliese
Anneliese Fox

Senior Assistant Director of Admissions
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Achieving Better Business Results by
More Effectively Managing People
& Processes. The book is available
on Amazon. Tom also has started
his own consulting business, Santi
Consulting, which helps start-ups to
mid-size businesses/business units
improve their day-to-day operations
and ensure the business has alignment between its strategy and its
operational ability to execute on that
strategy.

1987

David Hajek ’87 flew
back to Michigan from Seattle to
attend the homecoming football
game and see many good friends. “I
love our fine college and the many
benefits that it has provided to me.
Scot for Life!” • Angela McKelvey
Manuszak ’87 is special projects
manager at The Miami Conservancy
District. She led a multi-disciplinary
team that created a photo book
commemorating the Great Flood of
1913 centennial. The book, titled A
Flood of Memories, was honored with
a first place award for Excellence in
Communication by the National Association of Flood and Stormwater
Management Agencies. The book’s
photography work also became a
special exhibit at the Dayton Art
Institute. Angela credits her Alma
liberal arts education with building
the creativity and tenacity necessary
to complete a successful project. •
Erin Shirey Silverman ’87 and Ken
moved to Bloomfield Hills after 20
years away from Michigan. Erin
looks forward to reconnecting with
local Almanians and bringing her
husband Ken and two daughters,
Abby, 14, and Kate, 11, to Alma.

1988

Wynne Kinder ’88 and
Rick Kinder co-founded the mindfulness program, Wellness Works in
Schools,” in Lancaster public schools.

The program teaches students to
self-regulate their behavior and
avoid conflict. • Lynne Lehnhardt
’88 was recruited by a high-school
classmate to work for the Southern
department store chain Belk. In a
year, Illinois, Florida and North
Carolina were home. “Hello to my
Alpha Gam sisters!”
Mark Gilling ’89
and Kelly Hak Gilling ’91 live in
Arizona, have three children and
have been married 19 years. Mark
and Kelly own Gilling Legal Group
PLLC in Scottsdale; Mark was
named an Arizona Super Lawyer
in 2014. They enjoy visiting campus
every summer when they come
for their annual Michigan visit. •
Laura Noble Scribner ’89 still loves
teaching and has three daughters.
One of her daughters is in her junior
year at Alma and is loving Alma life.
• Sandra Speiser ’89 visited Alma
in September 2013 to present a talk
titled “Mathematics and National
Security” and spend time with math
students and faculty. She has worked
as a mathematician for the National
Security Agency since 1993. She lives
in Ellicott City, Maryland, with her
husband and their two children.

1989

1990 Sarah Vogel McCully ’90

and John announce the birth of Evelynne McCully in June 2014. She joins
her three brothers and five sisters.

1991

Cathy Farrell ’91 was part
of this year’s “Jeopardy!” teachers tournament, which aired Feb.
2-13. • Robin Rummel O’Dell ’91
continues in her 10th year of practice
as an OB/GYN at Women’s Medical
Center PC in Mount Pleasant. Matthew O’Dell ’91 teaches chemistry
at CMU. Their three daughters,
ages 16, 11, and 8, “continue to grow
taller!” • Andrew Roush ’91 moved

to Petoskey with his wife Tracie and two
daughters to start a vineyard and winery.
Petoskey Farms Vineyard & Winery LLC,
a 22-acre property, opened June 21, 2014.

in Birmingham, Matt will be working for
Trinity Health and is looking forward to
returning to Alma!

1995

Ian Kennedy ’01 recently
became a partner of Warner Norcross &
Judd, LLP. He concentrates his practice
in general corporate law, employment and
real estate law and also estate planning.
A member of the State Bar of Michigan,
Ian is president-elect of the Kalamazoo
County Bar Association. He also serves
on the board of Community Advocates
Pooled Trust Committee and is past board
member of Park and Recreation, Michigan Works! Kalamazoo/St Joseph and the
Kalamazoo Public Library. Ian resides
in Kalamazoo with his wife, Sarah, and
their four children. • Melinda Messmer
Leonardo ’01 and spouse Sam welcome
their son Jonathan Joseph. He was born on
Aug. 18, 2014. Big brothers, Benjamin and
Christian, are “over the moon” with the
arrival of their new brother and playmate.

Mike Jura ’95 and Jennifer
Stoepker Jura ’96 designed and built their
“dream home” last summer on Jennifer’s family’s property on West Lake. •
Elizabeth Latchana ’95 was named Best
Lawyers® 2015 in the field of employee
benefits (ERISA) in Lansing. Beth is a
shareholder at Fraser Trebilcock, specializing in employee health and welfare
benefits.

1996

Clinton Crow ’96, a former
Alma College phonathon caller, has
successfully started his own fundraising
consulting firm — Crow Fundraising
Concepts. “Life is good in Denver, and the
business is doing well, so no complaints!”

1997

Brandon Edward Miller ’97
was recently sworn in as a career candidate
foreign service officer at the U.S. Agency
for International Development, where he
is legal officer for the Office of Afghanistan and Pakistan. • Christopher Trebilcock ’97 announces the Aug. 3 birth of
Christopher “Topher” Michael Trebilcock.
He joins big sister Cora.

1999

Dave Gallinat ’99 and
Quintessa Duffield Gallinat ’00 opened
Plaid Melon Cafe in Chelsea on Sept. 17.
Dave handles the day-to-day operations,
and Tess oversees the marketing and
public relations. Their son, Carter, 7, is
also helping.

2000

Jennifer Mayes Kerr ’00 and
Aaron Kerr ’00 announce the April 1, 2014
birth of their first son, Jonah. He joins
big sisters Kayla, Madeline, Savannah
and Sophia. • Matthew Terry ’00 and
Seema Terry are excited to move back to
Michigan with their daughters, Suriya and
Arya, after 10 years in Chicago. Residing

2001

2002

Megan Freeland ’02 accepted
a new position as associate professor of pediatrics and director of clinical education
within the Doctor of Physical Therapy
program at one of the nation’s largest private universities, Long Island University.
Megan continues to enjoy living in New
York City.

2003

Brian Priehs ’03 and his wife,
Kristy Ochs, celebrated the birth of their
second son, Edward, on Nov. 10. • Leslie
Hohlbein Smith ’03 and Brent Smith
welcomed their son Blayne Edward Smith
on May 27, 2014. He was 9 lbs. 2oz. and 21
inches long. He joins siblings Bryce and
Lexi Smith.

2004

Jodi Albers Fiser ’04 married
Jeremy Fiser in Evanston, Ill., on May
24, 2014. Fellow Scots in attendance were
Lauren Giordano Bell, Nicole Cardenas,
Heidi Ventline Davis, Theresa Miller
Daggett and Miranda Dellert, all class of

2004. • David Hensley ’04 received his
Ph.D. in history from Pennsylvania State
University in August 2014. As of Sept.
1, 2014, he was a temporary lecturer in
Modern European History at Queen’s
University, Belfast, Northern Ireland. •
April Kerby ’04 was promoted to associate
professor with tenure in the Department
of Mathematics and Statistics at Winona
State University in Winona, Minn. •
Bekah Noss Lynch ’04 and Brian Lynch
’03 welcomed their first child, Brigham
Thomas Lynch, on June 6, 2014. Briggs
visited Alma for the first time last fall
when he came with his mom for her 10year reunion. • Shannon Roehl Martin
’04 is employed as a family physician by
MidMichigan Health System. Her office
is in the Midland Medical Offices-East
End. She and her husband celebrated
her graduation and the 1-year birthday
of their baby daughter and new home. •
Alainna Sarver ’04 married James Kyle
Paulette in Newport News, Virginia, on
June 19, 2014. Alainna teaches kindergarten for Hampton City Schools in Hampton, Virginia, where she and her husband
live. She is working on her master’s degree
in reading education from the University
of Virginia. • Eric Smith ’04 was elected
a partner at Honigman. He is a member of
Honigman’s Corporate Department and
is located in the firm’s Detroit office. His
practice focuses on mergers and acquisitions, including leveraged buyouts, divestitures and financings, as well as general
corporate matters.
Kelly O’Connor Bandli ’05
married Keith Bandli in Traverse City
in June 2014. Their wedding celebration
was attended by many family and friends,
including Leigha Marciniak ’04. Kelly and
Keith live in Traverse City, where Kelly
works as a financial advisor and Keith in
physical therapy and athletic training. •
Sarah Stempky Kime ’05 was awarded
the “Up and Coming Lawyers” award
by Michigan Lawyers Weekly. Sarah is
on the executive board of the Michigan

2005
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Association for Justice (MAJ) and works
for Christensen Law. • Stephanie Druskinis Stephens ’05 and Joe Stephens ’06
announce the birth of their second son,
Colton Michael Stephens, born April 17,
2014. Colton joins big brother Brennan,
and the happy family resides in southwest
Michigan.

2006

Nick Dunckle ’06 and Emily
Dolan Dunckle ’06 relocated to the Midwest from Houston, Tex., in early 2014.
Nick was promoted to vice president of
distribution with AIG, and Emily works
for British Petroleum as a capability supply lead. They welcome any visitors to the
Chicagoland area. • Sean Galloway ’06
married Diana Boer ’04 on Aug. 9, 2014 in
Flint. Both are teachers in Clovis, N.M.,
working for the Freshman Academy and
the developmental preschool. • Amber
Poulsen Steele ’06 started a new position as
the assistant director of Student Activities
and Leadership at Regent University in
Virginia Beach. She is also the Title IX
coordinator for the University. She and
her husband Joshua live in Norfolk.

2007

Marcus Hong ’07 and Sarah
Hong ’07 announce the birth of their son,
Matthijs Aleksandyr, on Nov. 20, 2014.

2008

Thomas McGuire ’08 has
been living in Chicago for five years,
working for Chicago Mercantile Exchange
and running marathons. He coaches Little
League baseball and attends coaching
conventions in his free time.

2009

Megan Darcy ’09 completed
her Master of Science degree in exercise
and sports medicine: athletic training from
Western Michigan University. She is in
her fourth year as an instructor of wellness
education and assistant athletic trainer at
Culver Academy in Culver, Ind. • Kevin
Wenzel ’09 and Kayla Bauer ’09 were
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married June 28, 2014 in Traverse City.
Kevin is teaching and coaching football
with Lapeer Public Schools. Kayla is a
graphic designer for Alliance Data.

2010

Jakub Rudnik ’10 received
his master’s degree in journalism from
DePaul University. He is working for
120Sports.com in Chicago.

2011

Shaina Buhl ’11 and Jeffrey
Scott Nielson II ’12 were married at
the Most Blessed Sacrament Cathedral
in downtown Detroit on Oct. 11, 2014.
Many Zeta Sigma fraternity brothers and
Alpha Xi Delta sorority sisters were in the
wedding party. The newlyweds live and
work in Chicago. Shaina is the daughter
of David Buhl ’79 and Jeanne Mutchler
Buhl ’80. • Kelsey Erwin Pronick ’11 and
Chris Pronick ’12 were married on July 12,
2014 at her mom’s home in Fenton, Mich.
They currently reside in Gastonia, N.C.

2012

Mabel Gonzalez-Morales ’12
graduated from the Western Michigan
University Cooley Law School on Jan. 25.
Maggie Watters ’12 and Matthew Sabo ’12
married at MSU Horticulture Gardens
on Aug. 16, 2014. They reside in Virginia where Maggie has begun work on a
doctorate in clinical psychology at George
Washington University. Matt is a senior
brewery rep for Boston Beer Company.
Alison Hemenway Wright ’12 will take
her board certification and graduate this
May with a Master of Science degree in
anesthesia from CWRU. She hopes to find
a job as an anesthesiologist assistant in
Ohio to be a little closer to family. Andrew
Wright ’11 uses his business and art degrees at a custom home building company
as a superintendent.

2013

Katherine Greenough ’14
works as a coordinator for A.S.K. Services,
a public records search company based in

Canton, Mich. • Joe Martin ’13 is the legislative director for State Rep. Jim Runestad. • Ashley Parsons ’13 graduated from
the University of Pittsburgh Graduate
School of Public Health with a master’s
degree in Public Health in Epidemiology.

2014

Elizabeth Gupton ’14 was
awarded the Spectrum Health eCare
Coordinator Synergy Award.

ALUMNI SECTION SUBMISSIONS
Alumni notes can be submitted one of three ways:
• online at: www.alma.edu/alumni-notes
• by returning the postage-paid envelope in this issue
• by regular post to:
Director of Alumni Engagement, Alumni Notes,
614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599.
Photos can be e-mailed to silverthorn@alma.edu.

CAMPUS NOTES

STREET CONSTRUCTION IN ALMA

This year’s summer activities on the Alma
College campus will include the closure of
Superior Street. If you are planning a campus visit, be sure to plan ahead.
A portion of Superior Street, the main east-west
city street that provides direct access to the Alma
College campus, will be closed during summer
2015 for major construction enhancements. The
street closure will require alternate routes and
travel arrangements to campus.
This comprehensive city project, funded by a
$400,000 grant from the Michigan Department
of Transportation, will include the repair of the
street surface, replacement of the water main and
sewer lines, and installation of new streetlights
that will be consistent with those in the downtown area. The new street design removes the
turn lane, resulting in two lanes for traffic and
north-side parallel street parking.
Work will begin shortly after the conclusion of
the 2015 Highland Festival. While MDOT and
the City of Alma hope the street project will be

completed by mid-August, it is likely the project
will extend into the fall.
Superior Street: Under construction
• Start date: May 26, 2015 (following the Alma
Highland Festival)
• Duration of project: into fall 2015
• Scope of project: W. Superior St., between
Charles St. and Wright Ave.
Visiting the Alma College campus this summer?
Follow these tips.
• Visit http://www.alma.edu/about/visiting/
superior-street-construction/
• Call in advance for travel assistance: 1-800321-2562 (8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday)
• College Corner Coffee and Books, located
at the corner of Wright Ave. and Superior
St., will serve as a temporary Visitors’ Center
during the Superior Street construction. Staff
on site will assist in helping campus visitors
navigate the summer construction projects.

www.alma.edu
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IN MEMORIAM

CELEBRATING
THE LIVES OF
OUR FRIENDS
Gun d a K ai ser

ate trustee, and she
chaired the Foreign
Language and
Spanish departments
and the Humanities Division. Her
contributions
include development
of international study programs in Spain and Mexico.
She also published a translation of Spanish poetry in
The Penguin Book of Women Poets, Viking Press and
Penguin Books, 1979.

1958-1988

Outside of the classroom, Gunda held offices with the
Michigan Chapter for the American Association of
Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese. She also served
many years on the City of Alma Zoning Board.

unda Kaiser, who
taught Spanish
language and literature courses at Alma College
from 1958 until her retirement
in 1988, died Feb. 8, 2015 at
Masonic Pathways in Alma. She
was 92.

Upon her retirement in 1988, Gunda reminisced in a
local newspaper article about why she came to Alma: “I
was impressed by the creative, enthusiastic, fairly new
president, Dr. Swanson, and the other administrators
and faculty that I met. The enthusiasm and creative
spirit and friendliness of both students and faculty
made me want to be part of the new surge of academic
energy that I felt here.”

A friend and mentor to many,
Gunda is remembered as an
innovative teacher, a generous colleague and a passionate
advocate for liberal education.
During her three decades as a
member of the Alma faculty,
Gunda taught more than
2,200 students and guided 144
Spanish majors through their
academic careers.

Born on Oct. 30, 1922 in Chicago, Gunda graduated
with honors from Roosevelt High School and enrolled
at Northwestern University, earning a Bachelor of
Arts degree in 1944. She taught Spanish for 10 years
at Wilson College in Pennsylvania while pursuing
her master’s degree (1949) and Ph.D. (1958) from the
University of Wisconsin.

In her teaching years, Gunda
served on every major campus
committee and as an associ-

A memorial service for Gunda was scheduled for May 1,
2015, in the Dunning Memorial Chapel, Alma College.

faculty emerita,

G
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Kaiser and her
1974 Spring
Term students
on their trip to
Mexico

accents

Gunda generously provided for Alma College through
her estate plans. The impact of her gift to the Alma College endowment will provide scholarship opportunities
for large numbers of Alma students well into the future.

Eugene R. Nixon ’41 of
Shrewsbury, MA, died Jan. 10,
2015 at age 95. Mr. Nixon began
his graduate studies in chemistry
at Brown University and, after an
interruption of four years on the
Manhattan Project, returned to earn
his Ph.D. in 1947. He spent two
years with the Brown faculty before
joining the chemistry department
at the University of Pennsylvania,
where he worked for 37 years.
During his tenure he supervised the
dissertations of 29 Ph.D. candidates
and was also the vice dean of the
graduate school, acting chairman of
chemistry, and director of the laboratory for research on the structure
of matter. He was a member of the
American Chemical Society for 72
years. Mr. Nixon is survived by two
daughters, four grandchildren, and
two great-grandchildren.
Clifford S. Leestma’42 of Petoskey
died Oct. 3, 2014 at the age of 94.
After graduation, Mr. Leestma
enlisted in the U.S. Navy as
a midshipman at Columbia
University. Achieving the rank of
lieutenant, he served active duty
in the South Pacific during World
War II. After the war he went on
to earn an MBA from Harvard
Business School, then joined Ford
Motor Company in 1947, from
where he retired in 1982 as a marketing executive. Mr. Leestma was
active in the First Presbyterian
Church of Birmingham, where
he taught Sunday school, and
the First Presbyterian Church
of Petoskey. He was an Alma
College trustee from 1965-75 and
1976-83. Mr. Leestma is survived
by three sons, Randal Leestma ’75,
Jeffrey Leestma ’78 and Mark ’81
and Connie ’80 Leestma, along
with eight grandchildren including Kirsten Leestma ’08, Hanna
Leestma ’11 and Claire Bowerman
’11.

IN MEMORIAM

Dorothy (Strauss) Hensel ’45 of Allen
Park died Dec. 24, 2014 at the age of 90.
Mrs. Hensel is survived by four children,
her brother Frederick Strauss ’49, and five
grandchildren. The family has requested
that memorial gifts be sent to the scholarship
fund at Alma College.

Shirley (Dittmar) Wilson ’49 of Clawson
died Jan. 15, 2015 at the age of 86. After
her graduation from Alma, Mrs. Wilson
spent over 40 years as a high school teacher
and counselor, 38 of those years in the
Clawson School District. She loved to play
golf, attend the theater, tend her garden
and watch her children and grandchildren
compete in sports. An active member of her
community and the Alma College Alumni
Association, she sponsored a scholarship
fund for deserving students. Mrs. Wilson,
who was predeceased by her husband Frank
’50, is survived by seven children, including Craig Wilson ’75 and Kevin Wilson
’78, several grandchildren and one greatgrandchild.

Charles L. Guess ’50 of Phoenix, AZ, died
Jan. 1, 2015 at the age of 89. A retired investment banker, Mr. Guess was on the Board of
Trustees from 1971–1992 at which time he
became an emeritus trustee. Remembered as
a supporter of Alma College, he is survived
by three daughters.

Paul “Brownie” Hebert ’50 died Feb.
9, 2014 at the age of 87. Serving in the
U.S. Navy during World War II, Mr.
Hebert received the Asiatic Pacific Ribbon,
American Area Ribbon and WWII Victory
Ribbon. After the war he was employed
by Excello Corp. and Standard Oil before
becoming a real estate broker and founding
Paul B. Hebert and Associates, Inc. He was
the son of the late George A. Hebert, Class
of 1921 and Bess C. (Brown) Hebert, Class
of 1918. Mr. Hebert is survived by his wife
Phyllis (Hines) Hebert ’50, two children,
four grandchildren, one great-grandchild,
and his sister Ernestene (Hebert) Crawford
’53. He was a supporter of the George A.
Hebert Award and others funds.

Carole (Rohlfs) Anderson ’52 of
Caseville, died Dec. 12, 2014 at the age of
84. Voted as homecoming queen while a
student at Alma, Mrs. Anderson taught

piano for many years including Caseville
Public School (1975) and Bad Axe Public
Schools (1976-1989). She and her husband,
William “Bill” Anderson ’51, worked in
real estate for several years for Real Estate
One and enjoyed traveling and wintering
in Arizona. Mrs. Anderson is survived by
her husband Bill, four children, including
Cheryl (Anderson) Cullen ’83, and five
grandchildren.

Lana (Weber) Rogers ’53 of College Hill,
Ohio, died Dec. 31, 2014 at the age of 83.
Mrs. Rogers was an office manager for the
local Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance
office and volunteered for many years at the
Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden. She
is survived by her husband the Reverend
Dr. Glenn Rogers ’50, their four children, 11
grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren.
John Kring ’56 of Saginaw died Oct. 11,
2014 at the age of 80. After graduating
from Alma, Mr. Kring received a National
Science Foundation Scholarship and went
on to earn his Master of Science degree
in mathematics from Southern Illinois
University. While attending Alma, he was
a member and co-captain of the football
team, which led to his teaching and coaching career with several secondary schools.
He began in Greenville before moving to
Bay City at Bay City Handy in 1961, where
he stayed for a year and then moved to
Saginaw at Arthur Hill High School. He
started the wrestling program at Arthur Hill
High School as well as in Greenville. His
career advanced with the Saginaw Public
Schools into administration as the assistant
principal of Arthur Eddy and Central junior
high schools before retiring in 1991. Mr.
Kring continued teaching skilled math at
Delta College as an adjunct professor. In
1998, he was inducted into the Bay County
Sports Hall of Fame. He is survived by his
wife Louise (Roths) Kring ’56, two daughters, and five grandchildren.

Raymond J. “Bud” Miller ’56 of The
Woodlands, TX, died Feb. 18, 2015 at
the age of 80. Mr. Miller’s athletic passion
was basketball, and he was recruited to
play at Alma College, where he was affectionately known as “Captain Bud.” After
graduating with degree in business, he
immediately began a successful career with

Westinghouse. He was drafted into the
Army where he served in a classified role
located in Germany. Upon his return from
the military, Mr. Miller was recruited by
his college coach to serve as an administrator and basketball coach at Northwood
University in Midland. Northwood
University moved the family around the
country, but they ultimately landed in
Texas. He left Northwood University to
build a successful real estate firm. Mr.
Miller is survived by his wife Geraldine
(Detloff) Miller ’59, their three children,
and six grandchildren.

Valerie J. (Bonz) Granstra ’57 of
Pecatonica, IL, died Sept. 12, 2014 at the
age 79. After graduating with a degree in
education, Mrs. Granstra taught in San
Bernardino, CA. She and her husband
Frank, were Peace Corps volunteers in
Malaysia in the mid-1960s. They eventually
made the village of Pecatonica their home
for nearly 50 years, where she was an active
volunteer. Mrs. Granstra is survived by her
daughter and one brother.

Carl R. Rubel ’57 of Huntington Woods
died Nov. 5, 2014 at the age of 79. Mr.
Rubel was manager of a shoe department at
Federal’s department store before beginning
his teaching career at Lamphere Schools,
from where he retired in 2003. A lifelong
sports fan, he found great joy in cheering
his granddaughters on in their activities. Mr.
Rubel is survived by his wife, one son and
four granddaughters.
Robert L. “Bob” Bierley ’58 of Traverse
City died Sept. 21, 2014 at the age of 77.
Continuing his education after graduation from Alma, Mr. Bierley earned a
master's degree in psychology from Lehigh
University and an MBA from Michigan
State. A product planning executive with
General Motors until his retirement, he
was a council member and a mentor at
Manufacturing Technology Academy
(MTA), an organization dedicated to helping students pursue their interests in that
field. Mr. Bierley is survived by his wife
Nancy (Russell) Bierley ’60, two sons, one
daughter and several grandchildren.

www.alma.edu
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Charles W. Elbers ’59 of Frankenmuth
died Oct. 20, 2014 at the age of 77. In 1963
he married Jeanette Kern. He worked at
Frankenmuth State Bank for several years
and then retired as a Bank Examiner from
the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago after
32 years. Charles is survived by his wife of
51 years Jeanette, two daughters and son
in laws, five grandchildren and his mother,
brother and sisters.

Patricia A. (Barstow) Perry ’63 of Lapeer
died Jan. 21, 2014 at the age of 74. Mrs.
Perry was a mother and homemaker who
put her teaching career on hold to raise her
children. She loved spending time with her
grandchildren. She is survived by her five
children, several grandchildren and greatgrandchildren.
Gretchen (Kuhl) Lafferty ’64 of Allen
Park died April 2, 2014 at the age of 72.
Mrs. Lafferty is survived by her husband
Gerald Lafferty Sr. ’62, four children, five
grandchildren, two sisters and one brother.

Beverly J. (Hicks) Jacobson ’65 of
Freeland died Feb. 19, 2010 at the age of 66.
Mrs. Jacobson is survived by her husband
Dr. Jon Jacobson ’64, two children, one
granddaughter and a brother.
Conrad W. Smith ’67 of Adamant, Vt.,
died Aug. 27, 2014 at the age of 69. Mr.
Smith was the third Alma College student
to be an Africa Fellow and spend a year
teaching in Nigeria. Following his graduation, he taught for three years in the Detroit
Public Schools, then went on to study international relations at Georgetown University
and obtained a law degree from Wayne
State University. His professional life was
marked by a commitment to public service
and a passion for the environment. After
working as a legal aid attorney in Ohio and
Michigan, he joined the Vermont attorney
general’s office. Later, he was an attorney for
the Vermont Department of Environmental
Conservation, where he helped implement
the Clean Air Act in Vermont. Mr. Smith
was active in his community as a representative on the U-32 school board and as
a member of the Calais Roads Advisory
Committee, along with singing in a local
chorus and participation in community the-
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ater. He is survived by his two children, a
sister Ethel Leichti ’63, a brother Dr. Temple
Smith ’61, nieces and nephews.

former wife. A supporter of Alma College,
he established the David Salvette Endowed
Scholarship.

Douglas R. Fey ’69 of Prudenville died

Peter A. Sloat ’73 of Rudyard died Jan. 7,

Aug. 10, 2014 at the age of 67. Mr. Fey
continued his education at CMU where he
earned a master's degree in 1972, and then
a Master of Library Science from Western
Michigan University in 1977. Douglas
was a member of the Kirk of the Lakes
Presbyterian Church in Houghton Lake and
before that, a member of First Presbyterian
Church of Cadillac. Surviving Mr. Fey are a
brother and two nieces.

2015 at the age of 63. During Mr. Sloat’s
junior year at Alma College he left to join
the U.S. Marines. After his service, he
completed his bachelor’s degree and teaching certification then began his teaching
career at Rudyard Area Schools where he
also coached football. After a few years at
Rudyard, he left to continue his teaching
career at Sault High School where he taught
biology and other sciences. He retired in
2008 after teaching a total of 32 years. Mr.
Sloat is survived by his mother, four daughters, two grandchildren, two brothers and
two sisters.

Richard “Dick” Landers ’69 of Auburn,
N.Y., died Nov. 13, 2014 at the age of 72.
Prior to enrolling at Alma College, Mr.
Landers served in the Air Force from
1961-1967 and was stationed in Korea. He
earned his MBA from Syracuse University
and went on to work for Goulds Pumps in
Seneca Falls, where he left in 1990 as vice
president for human resources. In 2004
he retired as director of admissions from
Cayuga Community College. Active in the
sport of a track and field, he was a NYS
track and field official in his retirement and
continued to participate with the Empire
State Games where he recently received a
medal in the discus. Mr. Landers is survived
by his wife, their three children, his brother
Dr. David Landers ’65, a sister and four
grandchildren.

David P. Salvette ’73 from The Woodlands,
Tex., died Jan. 17, 2015 at the age of 63.
Mr. Salvette continued his education at the
University of Michigan where he earned an
MBA in 1975. He began his banking career
in Detroit and moved to Houston in 1980
to work for Southern National Bank. After
reading an article in the Wall Street Journal,
he decided sandwich making was his calling
and opened the first of four Subway restaurants in 1987. Mr. Salvette loved all sports,
but especially playing tennis, ice hockey and
participating in triathlons. He completed
19 Katy Triathlons, 19 Jeff and Brede’s
Houston Racing Triathlons, and eight CB&I
Triathlons in The Woodlands, as well as
competing in the Texas Senior Games.
He is survived by his daughter, a son, one
grandson, a sister, brother, nephews and his

Lynne Marie (Thorpe) Baldridge ’79 of
North Rose, N.Y., died Feb. 17, 2015 at the
age of 57. After graduation, Mrs. Baldridge
spent a year in Portland, Oregon, before
returning to central New York where she
worked for ADP Corporation, Eastern
Paramedics, the American Red Cross, and
Keane IT Services (later part of NTT Data
Corporation). She was pursuing studies at
the Believers School of Ministry, training
as a lay minister, plans that were tragically
cut short. Mrs. Baldridge is survived by her
husband, her father and step-mother, and
a sister.

Dr. Theron H. Grover ’87 of Bay City
died Jan. 12, 2015 at the age 50. Mr. Grover
graduated from anesthesia residency at
the University of Michigan and Medical
College of Ohio in 2007, then completed
a Fellowship in Pain Management at the
University of Nebraska in 2009. He practiced pain management in Bay City area for
almost 15 years. Surviving Dr. Grover is his
father Dr. Hugh L. Grover.
Jenni R. (Olson) Marsh ’97 of Dexter
died Oct. 8, 2014 at the age of 39. Mrs.
Marsh was a Spanish teacher at Skyline
High School in Ann Arbor, an avid traveler, a dedicated volunteer for Dexter
Community Aquatic Club, and former
teacher at Woodhaven High School in
Brownstown. She also owned her own
business, “College Bound,” coaching and

counseling students with future college
plans. Mrs. Marsh is survived by her husband Timothy Marsh ’98, their daughter,
her parents, a grandmother, two brothers, a
sister and numerous family and friends.

Christopher J. Johnston ’97 of Alma died
Nov. 2, 2014 at the age 39. After graduation, Mr. Johnston worked for a short time
in Chicago before moving to the Detroit
area and working as a financial advisor for
TD Ameritrade and Ameriprise. At the
time of his passing, he was working for
Peckham Industries in Lansing. A member
of the TKE fraternity, he enjoyed hunting
with friends and watching sporting events
with family. Mr. Johnston is survived by
his mother, Kathy (Goodenow) Johnston
’68; his sister, her husband and their two
children; his grandmother and many aunts,
uncles and cousins. He was preceded in

death by his father James Johnston ’66, and
maternal grandparents, Charles ’29 and
Marion Goodenow ’32.

David E. Bronson of Alma and friend
of Alma College died Nov. 4, 2014 at the
age of 93. A veteran of World War II, Mr.
Bronson was a naval aviator, serving as a
primary flight instructor and later served in
the Pacific Theater during World War II.
He was an active member of the Owosso
YMCA men’s club, a lifelong Mason, and a
long-time member of the Kiwanis Club. Mr.
Bronson is survived by his wife Jean (Sadler)
Bronson ’47, five children, including Carol
(Bronson) Nyland ’75, 14 grandchildren and
16 great-grandchildren. He was preceded
in death by his sisters and brothers-in-law:
Charles ’39 and Alice (Bronson) Skinner ’38
and C. Thomas ’39 and Gertrude (Bronson)
Harvie ’40.

Janet M. Emerson of Bloomfield Hills and
friend of Alma College, died Nov. 1, 2012
at the age of 68. She is survived by her husband, a daughter, her son, Todd Emerson
’90, two grandchildren and her sister.
Catherine M. (Kate) Guillett of Marshall
and a friend of Alma College, died Sept. 17,
2014 at the age of 99. She was a member of
St. John’s Lutheran Church in Midland for
many years. Mrs. Guillett is survived by her
son; one daughter, Jane (Guillett) Wheat
’74, and two granddaughters, including Dr.
Elizabeth Wheat ’02. The family supported
the Alma College Scholarship Fund.

Let us hear from you!

Alma Accents and your friends would like to know what you are doing these days.
Please use this form to send your news about promotions, honors, appointments, graduations, marriages, births, travels and hobbies.
We will consider running photos, such as pictures of mini-reunions and old Alma College photographs, but due to limited space, we
are not able to run baby or wedding photos. If you would like former classmates to contact you, include your contact information.
The content of Alumni News is the responsibility of the editor.
Name: ____________________________________________ Class Year: _________ Maiden Name: ____________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________ Telephone: _______________________
City: ____________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________ E-mail: __________________________
Please include my: ___ Address

___ Phone

___E-mail

Alumni notes: _________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________		
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Return to: Director of Alumni Engagement, Alumni Notes, Alma College, 614 W. Superior St., Alma, MI 48801-1599

Alumni notes can also be submitted online at:
www.alma.edu/alumni-notes

www.alma.edu
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614 W. Superior St.
Alma, MI 48801-1599
(989) 463-7111
published for alumni, parents
and friends of alma college.
please recycle accents and pass
it on to a prospective student.

change service requested

Your Alma Commitment
helps us fulfill our
Alma Commitment.
In 2013, Alma College introduced the Alma
Commitment – a pledge that each student can
complete an academic program in four years
and will have expert guidance in planning for
their academic and career future.
Your gifts make that promise possible. Help us
continue this tradition of excellence; please
make your gift by June 30!

YOUR GIFT IS TAX-DEDUCTIBLE AND CAN
BE MADE ONE OF THREE EASY WAYS:
CALL: 1-800-291-1312, ext. 1
CLICK: www.alma.edu/donate
MAIL: using the enclosed
post-paid envelope

EVERY GIFT COUNTS.
EVERY GIFT HELPS.
EVERY GIFT MATTERS.

